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MFSSAGEOF  THR  PRESIDENT. 

Rtchmond,  Vi.,  Dec.  23,  1863. 

To  tht  Senate  and  House  of  Represejitative.s  : 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  information,  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  covering  General  Lee's  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  from  the  date  of  his  assump- 
tion of  command  to  and  including  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
December  13th,  1862,  and  the*  subordinate  reports  appertaining 
thereto. 

i,  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


COMMUNICATION  FROM  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 


Confederate  States  of  America,  \ 

War  Department,  > 

Richmond,  Va,  Dec.  81,  1863,  ) 

To  His  Excellency,    the  President  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  for  the  information 
of  Congress,  General  Lee's  report  of  operations  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  from  the  date  of  his  assumption  of  command  to 
and  including  the  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  December  13th,  1863,  and 
the  subordinate  reports  appertaining  thereto. 

This  includes  the  report  of  operations  before  Richmond,  submitted 
at  the  last  session,  but  procured  from  the  congressional  files,  that  the 
consecutive  narrative  might  be  formed,  in  accordance  with  General 
Lee's  written  request. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON. 

Secretary  of  War. 


€ 


GENERAL  LEE'S  LiEPOR'L\ 


Ht.Ar»wUART£Rs  Army  Northern  Virginia,  > 
March  6,  1863.  i 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  In spedom  General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir  :   After  the  battle  of  Seven   Pines,   the    Federal  army,   under 
General  McClellan,  preparatory  to  an  advance  upon  Richmond,  pro- 
ceeded to  fortify  its  position  on  the  Chickahominy,  and  to  perfect  the. 
communications  with  its  base  of  supplies,  near  the  head  of  York  river. 
Its  left  was  established  south   of  the   Chickahominy,  between    White 
Oak  Swamp  and  New  Biidge,  defended  by  a  line  of  strong  wo»ks,  ac- 
cess to  which,  except  by  a  few  narrow  roads,. was  obstructed  by  fellint' 
the  dense  forests  in  front.     ThevSe  roads  were  commanded  for' a  great 
distance  by  the  heavy  guns  in  the  fortifications.      The  right  wing  lay 
north  of  the  Chickahominy,   extending   beyond  Mechanicsville,   and 
the  approaches  from  the  southside  were  strongly  defended  byentrench- 
ments.     Our  army  was  around  Richmond.     The  divisions   of  Huger 
and  Magruder,  supported  by  those  of  Longstreet  and  D.   H.  Hil!,  ia 
front  of  the  enemy's  left,  and  that  of  A.  V.  Hill  extending  from  Ma- 
gruder's    left  beyond  Meadow  Bridge.       The    command    of  General 
Jackson,  including  EwelFs  division,  operating  in  the  Shenandoah  val- 
ley, had  succeed,  d  in  diverting  the  army^f  McDowell  at  Fredericks- 
burg from  uniting  with  that  of  McClellan.     To  render  this  diversion 
more  decided,  and  effeciu-ally  mask' his  Avithdrawal   from   the    Valley 
at  the  proper  time,  Jackson,  after  the  defeat  of  Fremont  and  Shields, 
was   reinforced-  by   Whiting'^s   division,   composed  of   Hood's    Texas 
brigade,  and  his  own,  under  Colonel  Law,  from  Riclimond,  and  that 
of  Lawton,  from  the  South.      The  intention  of  the  enemy  seemed  to 
be  to  attack  Richmond- by  regular  approaches.     The   strength   o£  his 
left  wing  rendered  a  direct  assualt  injudicious,   if  not  impracticable. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  construct  defensive  lines  so  as  to  ena-  " 
ble  a  part  of  the  army  to  defend  the  ciry,   and   leave   the   other  part 
free  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  and  operate  on  the  north  bank.      By 
sweeping  down  the  river  on  that  side,  and  threatening  his  communica- 
tions with  York  river,  it  was  thought  that  the  enemy  would  be  com- 
pelled to  retreat  or  give  battle  out  of  his   entrenchments.     The  plan 
was  submitted  to  His  Excellency  the  President,  who   was  repeatedly 
on  the  field  in  the  course  of  its  execution. 
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Whil*  preparations  were  in  progress, .  a  eavalry  expedition,  under 
General  Stuart,  was  msrde  around  the  rear  of  the  Federal  army,  to 
ascertain  its  position  and  morements.  This  was  executed  with  great 
address  and  daring  by  that  accomplished  officer.  As  soon  as  the  de- 
fensive works  were  sufficiently  advanced,  General  Jackson  was 
directed  to  move  rapidly  and  secretly  from  the  Valley,  so  as  to  arrive 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ashland  by  the  24th  of  June.  The  enemy  appear^ 
to  be  unaware  of  our  purpose,  and  oh  the  26th  attacked  General 
Huger,  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  with  the  intention,  as  appeared  by 
a  dispatch  from  General  McClelian,  of  securing  his  advance  towards 
Ricl^mond.  '  The  effort  was  successfully  resisted  and  our  line  main- 
tained. 

Battle  of  Mkchanicsville. 

According  to  the  general  order  of  battle,  a  copy  of  which  is  an- 
nexed, General  Jackson  was  to  march  from  Ashland  on  the  25th,  in 
the  direction  of  Slash  Church,  encamping  for  the  night  west  of  the 
Central  railroac^  :.nd  to  advance  at  three,  A.-M.,  on  the  sJ6th,  and  • 
turn  Beaver  Dam.  A.  P.  Hill  was  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  Mea- 
dow Bridge,  when  Jackson's  advance  beyond  that  point  should  be 
known,  and  move  directly  upon  .  Mechanicsville.  As  soon  as  the 
Mechanicsville  bridge  should  be  uncoveijed,  Longstreet  and  D.  H. 
Hill,  were  to  cross,  the  latter  to  proceed  to  the  support  of  Jackson, 
and  the  former  to  that  of  A.  P.  Hill.  The  four  commands  were 
directed  to  sweep  down  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  towards 
the  York  River  railroad,  Jackson  on  the  left  and  in  advance.  Long- 
street  neHr.est  the  river  and  in  the  rear.  Huger  and  Magruder  were 
ordered  to  hold  theif  positions  against  any  assault  of  the  enemy,  to 
observe  his  movements,  and  follow  him  closely  should  he  retreat. 
General  Stuart,  with  the  cavalry,  was  thrown  out  on  Jackson's  left, 
to  guard  his  flank,  and  give  notice  of  the  enemy's  movements.  Brig- 
adier General  Pendleton  was  directed  to  employ  the  reserve  artillery 
80  as  to  resist  any  approach  of  the  enemy  towards  Richmond,  to 
superintend  that  portion  of  *t  posted  to  aid  in  the  operations  on  the 
north  bank,  and  hold  the  remainder  ready  for  use  when  it  might  be 
required.  In  consequence  of  unavoidable  delays,  the  whole  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson's  command  did  not  arrive  at  Ashland  in  time  to  enable 
him  to  reach  the  point  designated  on  the  25th.  His  march  on  the 
26th  was  consequently  longer  than  had  been  anticipated,  and  his  pro- 
gress being  also  retarded  by  the  enemy,  A.  P.  Hill  did  not  begin  his 
movement  until  three,  P.  M.,  when  he  crossed  the  river  and  advanced 
upon  Mechanicsville.  After  a  sharp  conflict;  he  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  entrenchments,  and  forced  him  to  take  refuge  in  his  works, 
on  the  left  bank  of  Beaver  Dam,  about  a  mile  distant.  This  position 
was  a  strong  one,  the  banks  Of  the  creek  in  front  being  high  and 
almost  perpendicular,  and  the  approach  to  it  over  open  fields,  com- 
manded by  the  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  entrenched  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  The  difficulty  of  crossing  the  stream  had  been  increased 
by  felling  the  woods  on  its  banks  and  destroying  the  bridges.     Jack- 


son  being  expecte4  to  pass  Beaver  Dam  above,  and  turn  the  enemy's 
right,  a  direct  attack  was  not  made  by  General  Hill.  One  of  his 
regiments  on  the  left  of  his  line  crossed  the.  creek  to  communicate 
with  Jackson,  and  remained  until  after  dark,  when  it  was  withdrawn. 
Longstreet  and  D.  H.  Hill  crossed  the  Mechanicsville  bridge  as  soon 
as  it  was  uncovered  and  could  be  repaired,  but  it  w!is  late  before  thpy 
reached  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy  t).  H.  Hill's  leading 
brigade,  under  Ripley,  advanced  to  the  support  of  the  troops  engaged, 
and  at  a  late  hour  united  with  Ponders  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  divis- 
ion, in  an  effort  to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  but  the  troops  were  unable, 
in  the  growing  darknfiss, -to  overcome  the  obstructions,  and  after 
sustaining  a  destructive  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  at  short  range, 
were  withdrawn.  The  fire, was  continued  until  about  nine,  P.M., 
when  the  engagement  ceased  Our  troops  retained  the  ground  on 
the  right  bank,  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven.  Ripley  was 
relieved  at  three,  f*.  M.,  on  the  27th,  by  two  of  Longstreet's  brigades, 
which  were  subsequently  reinforced.  In  expectation  of  Jackson's 
arrival  on  the  enemy's  right,  the  battle  was  renewed  at  dawn,  and 
continued  with  animation  for  about  two  hours,  during  which  the 
passage  of  the  creek  was  attempted,  and  our  troops  forced  their  way 
to  Its  banks,  where  their  progress  was  arretted  by  the  nature  of  the 
stream.  They  maintained  their  position,  while  preparations  were 
being  made  to  cross  at  another  point  nearer  the  Chickahominy.  Be- 
fore they  were  completed,  Jackson  crossed  Beaver  Dam  above  and  the 
enemy  abandoned  his  entrenchments  and  retired  rapidly  down  the 
river,  destroying  a  great  deal  of  property,  but  leaving  much  in  his 
deserted  camps. 

Battle  of  the  Chickahominy. 

After  repairing  the  bridges  over  l^eaver  Dam,  the  several  columns 
resumed  their  march,  as  nearly  as  possible,  as  prescribed  in  the  order. 
Jackson,  with  whom  D.  H.  Hill  had  upited,  bore  to  the  left,  in  order 
to  cut  off  reinforcements  to  the  enemy,  or  intercept  his  retreat  in  that 
direction.  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  muved  nearer  the  Chickahom- 
iny. Many  prisoners  were  taken  in  their  progress,  and  the  conflagra- 
tions of  wagons  and  stores  marked  the  way  of  the  retreating  army. 
Longstreet  and  Hill  reached  the  vicinityof  New  Bridge  about  noon. 
It  was  ascertained  that^he  enemy  had  taken  a  position  behind  Powhite 
creek,  prepared  to  dispute  our  progress.  He  occupied  a  range  of 
hills,  with  his  right  resting  in  the  vicinity  of  McGehees'  house,  and 
his  left  near  that  of  Dr.  Gaines,  on  a  wooded  bluff,  which  rose  ab- 
ruptly from  a  deep  ravine.  The  ravine  was  filled  with  sharpshooters, 
to  whom  its  banks  gave  protection.  A  second  line  of  infantry  was 
stationed  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  behind  a  breastwork  of  trees,  above 
the  first.  A  third  occupied  the  crest,  strengthened  with  rifle  trenches, 
and  crowned  with  artillery.  'The  approach  to  this  position  was  over 
an  open  plain,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  commanded  by  this 
triple  line  of  fire,  and  swept  by  the  heavy  baJteries  south  of  the 
Chickahominy.     In   front  of  his   centre   and   right,  the   ground  waa 


generally  open,  bounded  on  the  side  of  our  approach  by  a. wood,  with 
dense  and  tangled  undergrowth,  and  traversed  by  a  sluggish  stream 
which    converted    the   soil   into   a  deep  iiaorass.       The  woods  on  the 
further  side  of  the  swamp  were  occupied  by  sharpshooters,  and  trees 
had  been  felled  to  increase  the  difficulty  of  its  passage,  and  detain  our 
advancing  columns  ynder  the  fire  of  infantry,  massed   on  the   slopes 
of  the  opposite  hills,  and  of  the  batteries  on  their  crests.     Pressing 
on  towards  the  York   River  railroad,  A.  P.  Hill,  who  was  in  advance, 
reached  the  vicinity  of  New  Cold  Harbor  about  two  P.  M.,  where  he 
encountered  the  enemy.  .  He  immediately  formed  his  line  nearly  par- 
allel to  the   road   leading   from  that   place  towards  McGehee's  house, 
and  soon  became  hotly  engaged.     The  arrival  of  Jackson  on  our  left 
was   momentarily    expectini,   and    it  was  supposed    that  his  approach 
would    cause    the    extension  of  the    enemy's    line    in    that  direction. 
Under  thi?  impression,  Longstreet  was  held  back  until  this  movement 
should  commence.     The  principal  part  of  the  Federal  army  was  now 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy.       Hill's  single   division  met 
this  large  force  with  the  impetuous  courage  for  which  that  officer  and 
his  troops  are  distinguished.     They  drove  the  enemy  back  and  assailed 
him  in  his  strong  position  on  the  ridge.       The  battle  raged  fiercely, 
and  with  varying  fortune,'  more  than   two   hours.       Three  regiments 
pierced  the  enemy's  line,  and  forcM  their  way  to  the  crest  of  the  hill 
on  his  left,  but  were  compelled  to  fall  back  before  overwhelming  num- 
bers.    The  suj-erior  force  of  the   et^emy,   assisted  by    the  fire  of  his 
batteries,  south  of  the   Chickahominy,   which   played   incessantly,  on 
our  columns  as  they  pressed  through  the  difficulties  that   obstructed 
their  way,  caused  them  to  recoil.     Though  most  of  the  men  had  never 
been  under  fire  until  the  day  before,  they  were  rallied,   and  in  turn) 
repelled    the  advance  of  the   enemy.       Some    briga'des  were  broken, 
others  stubbornly  maintained  their  positions,  but  it  became  apparent 
that  the  enemy  was  gradually  gaining    ground.       The  attack  -on  our 
left  bejng  delayed  by  the  length  of  Jackson's  march,  and  the  obstacles 
he  encountered,  Longstreet  was  ordered  to  make  a  diversi  )n  in  Hill's 
favor,  by  a  feint  on  the  enemy's  left.      In  making  this  demonstration, 
the  great  strength  of  the  position  already  described   was   discovered, 
and  General  Longstreet  perceived  that,  to  render  the  diversion  effec- 
tual, the  feint  must  be  converted  into  an  attack.     He   resolved,  with 
characteristic  promptness,  to  carry  the  heights  by  assault.      His  col- 
umn was  quickly  formed  near  the  open   groun(i|  and    as  his    prepara- 
tions were  completed,  Jackson  arrived,  and  his  right  division,  that  of 
Whiting,  took  position  on  the  left  of  Longstreet.     At  the  same  time, 
D,  H.  Hill  fornjed  on  our  extreme  left,  and  alter  a  short  but  bloody  ' 
conflict,  forced  his   way   through    the   morass   and    obstructidiis,  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side.     E  well  advanced 
on  Hill's  right  and  engaged  the  enemy  furiously.     The  first  and  fourth 
brigades,  of  Jackson's  own  division,  "filled  the  interval  between  Ewell 
and  A.  P.  Hill.     The  second  and  third   were  sent  to  the  right.     The 
arrival  of  these  fresji  troops  enabled  A.  P.  Hill  to  withdraw  some  of 
his  brigades,  wearied  and  reduced  by  their  long  and  arduous  conflict. 
The  line  being  now  complete,  a  general    advance,   from   right  to  left, 


was  ordered.     On  the  right,  the  troops  moved  forward  with    steadi- 
ness, unchecked  by  the  terrible  fire  from  the  triple   lines  of  infantry 
'on  the  hill,  and  the  cannon  on  both   sides  of  the   river,   which  burst 
upon  them  as  they  emerged  upon  the  j5lain.     The  dead  and  wounded 
marked  the  way  of  their"intrepid  advance,  the  brave  Texans  leading, 
closely  followed  by  their  no  less  daring  comrades.     The  enemy  were 
driven  from  the  ravine  to  the  hrst  line  of  breastworks,  over,  which  our 
impetuous  column    dashed    up  to    the  entrenchments    on    the  crest. 
These  were  (quickly   storme(\,   fourteen   pieces  of  artillery   captured, 
and  th'e  enemy  driven  into  the  field  be^'ond.       Fresh   troops  came  to 
his  support,  atid  he  endeavored  repeatedly  to  rally,  but  in  vain.     He 
was  forced  back  with  gre.at* slaughter,  until  he  reached  the  woods  uu 
the  banks  of  the  Ohickahominy,  and  night  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit. 
Long   lines  of  dead  and  wounded   marked   each   stand   made  by  the 
enemy  in  his  stubborn  resistance,  and  the  field  over  which  he  retreated 
was  strewii  with  the  »lain.     On  the  lefr,  the  attack  was  no  less  vigor- 
ous and  successful.     D.  H.   Hill  charged  across  the   open   ground  in 
his  front,  one  of  hia  regiments  having  first  bravely  carried  a  battery 
whos6  tire  enfiladed  his  advance.     Gallantly  supported  by  the  troopa 
on   his   right,  who    pressed   forwai'd    with    unfaltering    resolution,  he 
reached  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and,  alter  a  sanguinary  struggle,  broke 
the  enemy's  line-,  captured  several  ot*his  batteries    and  drove  him  in 
confusion  towards  the  Ohickahominy-,  until  darkn<?ss  re.nderedfurther 
Ifiursuit  impossible.     Our  troops  remained  in  undisturbed  possession 
of  the  field,  covered  with  the  Fefleral  dead   and   wounded,  and  their 
broken  forces  "fled  to  the  river  or  wandered  through  the  woods.     Owing 
to  the  mtture  of  tiio  country,  the  cavalry  was  un-bie  lo  participate  in 
the  general  engagement.     It  rendered   valuable   servu-e  in  guarding 
Jackson's   flank,    and   took   a  large   number  of  prisoners.       On   the 
morning  of  the  i^i,  it  .was  ascertained  that   none  of  the  enemy  re- 
mained in  our  front  north  of  the   Ohickahominy.       As  he  might  yet 
intend  to  gh-e  battle  to  preserve  his  communications,  the  ninth  cav- 
alry, supported  by  E-w ell's   divisicn,   wa.s   ordered   to   seize  the  York 
River  railroad;  and    General  Stuart,  with  his  main   body,  to  co-oper- 
ate.    When  the  cavalry  reached  Dispatch  Station,  the  enemy  retreated 
to  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  burned  the  railroad  bridge.     Ewell, 
coq^ng    up    shortly    afterwards,    restroyed    a    portion  of  the    track. 
Ourtng  the  forenoon,   columns  of  dust, 'south  of  the   Ohickahominy, 
showed  that  the  Federal  army  was  in  motion.       The  abandonment  of 
the  railroad  and   destruction  of  the   bridge,   proved   that   no   further 
attempt  would  be  made  to  hoid  that  line.       But  from  the    position  it 
occupied,  the  roads,  which  led  toward.s  James  river,  would  also  enable 
it  to  reach  the  lower  bridges  over  the  Ohickahominy,  and  retreat  down 
the  Peninsula.     In  the  latter  event,  it  was  necessary  that  our  troopa 
should  continue  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and,  until  the  inten- 
tion of  General  McOlellan  was  discovered,  it  was  deemed  injudicious 
to  change  their  disposition.     Ewell  was  therefore  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Bottom's  Bridge  to  guard  that  point,  and  the  cavalry  to  watch  the 
•  brigdes  below.     No  certain  indications  of  a  retreat  to  James  river 
were  discovered  by  our  forces  on  the  south  side  of  theCJhickahominy, 
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»nd  late  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy's  works  were  reported  to  be  fully 
manned.  The  strength  of  these  fortifications  prevented  Generals 
Huger  and  Magruder  from  discovering  what  was  passing  in  their 
front.  Below  the  enemy's  works,  the  country  was  densely  wooded, 
and  intersected  by  impassable  swamps,  at  once  concealing  his  move- 
ments, and  precluding  reconnoisances,  except  by  the  regular  roads,  all 
of  which  were  strongly  guarded.  The  bridges  over  the  Chickahomi- 
ny,  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  were  destroyed,  and  their  reconstruction 
impracticable  in  the  presence  of  his  whole  army  and  powerful  batte- 
ries. We  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  wait  until  his  purpose  should 
be  developed.  Generals  Huger  and  Magruder  were  again  directed  to 
use  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  pursue  tho  enemy  vigorously  'should 
they  discover  that  he  was  retreating.  During  the  afternoon  and  night 
of  the  28th,  the  signs  of  a  general  movement  were  apparent,  and  no 
indications  of  his  approaf^h  to  the  lower  bridges  of  the  Chickahominy 
having  been  discovered  by  the  pickets  in  observation  at  those  points, 
it  became  manifest  that  General  McClellan  was  retreating  to  the  ■ 
James  river. 

Battle  of  Savage  Station. 

Early  on  the  29th,  Longstreet.  and  A.  P.  Hiir  were  ordered  to  re- 
cross  th^  Chickaho^niny  at  New  Bridge  and  move  by  the  Darbytown 
to  the  Long  Bridge  road.  Major  R.  K.  Meade  and  Lieutenant  S.  K<0 
Johnson,  of  the  engineers,  attached  to  General  Longstreet's-  division, 
who  had  been  sent  to  reconnoitre,  found,  about  sunrise,  the  work  on 
the  upper  extremity  of  the  enemy's  line  of  entrenchments  abandoned. 
Generals  Huger  and  Magruder  were  immediately  ordered  in  pursuit, 
the  former  by  the  Charles-  City  road,  so  as  to  take  the  Federal  army 
in  flank,  and  the  latter  by  the  Williamsburg  road,^to  attack  its  rear. 
Jackson  was  directed  to  cross  at  Grapevine  Bridge  and  move  down 
the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  Magruder  and  Hugea- found  the 
whole  line  of  works  deserted  and  large  quantities  of  military  stores, 
of  every  description,  abandoned  or  destroyed.  The  former  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Savage  Station  about  noon,  where  he  came  upon  the 
rear  guard  of  the  retreating  army.  Being  informed  that  the  enemy 
was  advancing,  he  halted  and  sent  for  reinforcements.  Two  brigades 
of  Huger's  division  were  ordered  to  his  support,  but  subsequeijtiy 
withdrawn,  it  being  apparent  that  the  force  in  Magruder's  front  was 
covering  the  retreat  of  the  main  body.  Jackson's  route  led  to  the 
flank  and  rear  of  Savage  Station,  but  he  was  delayed  by  the  neces- 
sity of  reconstructing  Grapevine  Bridge.  Late  in  the  afternoon, 
Magruder  attacked  the  enomy  with  one  of  his  divisions  and  two  regi- 
ments of  another.  A  severe  action  ensued  and  continued  about  two 
hours,  when  it  was  terminated  by  night.  The  troops  displayed  great 
gallantry  and  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  the  enemy,  but,  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  small  force  employed,  the  result  was  not 
decisive,  and  the  enemy  continued  his  retreat,  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness, leaving  several  hundred  prisoners,  with  his  dead  and  wounded, 
in  our  hands.     At  Savage  Station  were  found  about  twenty-five  hun- 
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dred  men  in  hospital  and  a  large  arac^jnt  of  property.  Stores  of 
miich  ralue  had  been  destroyed,  including  the  necessary  medical  sup- 
plies for  the  sick  and  wounded.  But  the  time  gained  enabled  the 
retreating  column  to  cross  White  Oak  Swamp  without  interruption 
and  destroy  the  bridge. 

Battle  of  Frazier's  Farm. 

Jackson  reached  Savage  Station  early  on  the  Sdth.  He  was* 
directed  to  pursuethe  enemy  on  the  road  he  had  taken,  and  Magruder 
to  follow  Longstreet  by  the  Darbytown  road.  As  Jackson  advanced, 
he  captured  such  numbers  of  prisoners,  and  collected  so  many  arms, 
that  two  regiments  had  to  be  detached  for  their  security.  His  pro- 
gress was  arrested  at  White  Oak  Swamp.  The  enemy  occupied  the 
opposite  side  and  obstinately  resisted  the  reconstruction  of  the  bridge. 
Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill,  continuing  their  advance  on  the  30th, 
soon  came  upbii  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  Across  the  Long  Bridge 
road,  about  a  mile  from  its  intersection  with  the  Charles  City  road. 
Huger's  route  led  to  the  right  of  this  po&ition,  Jackson's  to  the  rear, 
and  the  arrival  of  their  commands  w:is  awaited-  to  begin  the  attack. 
On  the,  29th  General  Holmes  had  crossed  from  the  south  side  of 
James  river,  jvith  part  of  his  division.  On  the  3Jth,  reinforced  by 
General  Wise  with  a  detachment  of  his  brigaile,  he  moved  down  the 
river  road  and  came  upon  the  line  of  the  retreating  army  near  Mal- 
vern Hill.  Perceiving  indications  of  confusion.  General  Holmes  was* 
ordered  to  open  up6n  the  column  with  artillery.  He  soon  discovered 
that  a  number  of  batteries,  advantageously  poste'l,  s'lpported  by  an 
infantry  force  superior  to  his  own  and  assisted  by* the  lire  of  the  gun- 
boats in  James  river,  guarded  this  part  of  the  hue,  Magruder,  who 
had  reached  rtie  Darbytown  road,  was  ordered  to  reinforce  Holmes, 
but,  being  at  a  greater  distance  than  had  been  supposed,  he  did  not 
reach  the  position  of  the  latter  in  time  for  an  attack.  Huger  re- 
ported that  his  progress  was  ol)stro.cted  ;  but  about  four,  P.  M.,  firing" 
was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  Charles  City  road,  which  was  sup- 
posed to  indicate  his  approach.  Longstreet  immediately  opened  with 
one  of  his  batteries  to  give  notice  of  his  presence.  This  brought  on., 
the  engagement,  but  Huger  not  coming  up.'  and  Jackson  having  been 
unable  to  tforce  the  passage  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  Longstreet  and 
Hill  were  without  the  expected  support.  The  superiority  of  num- 
bers and  advantage  of  position  were  on  the  side  of  tlio  enemy.  The 
battle  I'aged  furiously  until  nine,  P.  M.  By  that  time  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  with  great  slaughter  from  every  position  but  one,  which 
he  maintained  until  he  was  enabled  to  withdraw  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness. At  the  close  of  the  struggle,  nearly  the  entire  field  remained 
in  our  possession,  covered  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded. 
Many  prisoners,  including  a  general  of  divisibn,  .were  captured,  and 
several  batteries,  with  some  thousands  of  small  arms  taken.  Could 
the  other  commande  have  co-operated  in  the  action,  the  result  would 
have  proved  most  disastrous  to  the  enemy.  After  the  engagement,  - 
Magruder  was  recalled  to  relieve  the  troops  of  Longstreet    and   Hill. 
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His  men,  much  fatisjued  by  i^Jjeir  long,  hot  march,  arrived  during  the 
night.  ♦ 

Battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Early  on  the  1st  of  July,  Jackson  reached  the  battle  •  field  of  the 
previous  day,  having  succeeded  in  crossing  White  Oak  swamp,  where 
he  captured  a  part  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  a  number  of  prisoners. 
He  was  directed  to  continue  the  pursuit  down  the  Willis  church  road, 
and  soonfcund  the  enemy  occupying  a  high  range,  extending  obliquely 
across  the  road,  in  front  of  Malvern  Hill.  On  this  position,  of  great 
natural  strength,  he  had  concentrated  his  powerful  artillery,  supported 
by  masses  of  infantry,  partially  protected  by  earthworks.  His  left 
rested  near  Crew's  house,  and  his  ri^ht  nea»  Binford's.  Immediately 
in  his  front  the  ground  w;ii^  open,  vaiyiug  in  width  from  a  quarter  to 
half  a  mile,  and  sloping  gradually  from  the  crest,  was  completely 
8wej)t  by  the  fire  of  his  ftiiantry  and  artillery.  To  «reach  this  open 
ground,  our  troops  had  to  advance  through  a  broken  and  thickly 
wooded  country,  traversed,  nearly  throughout  its  whole  extent,  by  a 
swamp  passjfbie  at  but-  few  places,  and  dillicult  at  those.  The  whole 
was  within  range  of  the  batteries  on  the  heights,  and  the  gunbpats  in 
the  river,  under  whose  incessant  fire,  our  movements  htyi  to  be  .exe- 
cuted. Jackson  formed  his  line  with  Whiting's  division-  on  his  left 
and  D.  H.  Hill's  on  his  right,  one  of  Ewell's  brigades  occupying  the 
mterval.  The  rest  of  Ewell's,  and  Jackson's'  own  division  were 
held  in  reserve.  Magruder  was  directed  to  take. position  on  Jackson's 
right,  but  before  his  arrival,  two  of  Huger's  brigades  came  up  and 
were  placed  next  to  Hill.  Magruder  subsequently  formed  on  the 
right  of  these  brigades,  which,  with  a  third  ot  Huger's,  were  placed 
under  his  command.  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  were  h'?ld  in  reserve, 
and  took  no  part  in  the  engagement.  Owing  to  ignorance  of  the 
country,  the  dense  forests  impeaiug  necessary  communications,  and 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  ground,  the  whole  line  was  not  formed 
until  iif  late  hour  in  th^  afternoon.  The  obstacles  presented  by  the 
woods  and'swamp  made  it  impracticable  to  bring  up  a  suflacient  amount 
of  artillery  to  oppose  successfully,  the  extraordinary  force  of  that 
arm  employed  by  the  enemy,  while  the  field  itself  afforded  us  few 
positions  kvorable  for  its  use,  and  none  for  its  proper  concentration. 

Orders  were  issued  for  a  general  advanc^  at  a  given  signal,  but  the 
causes  referred  to  prevented  a  proper  concert  of  action  among  the 
troops.  D.  H.  Hill  pressed  forward  across  the  open  field,  and  engaged 
the  enemy  gallantly,  breaking  and  dri*'ing  back  his  first  line,  but 
a  simultaneous  advance  of  the  other  troops  not  taking  place,  he  found 
himself  unable  to  maintain  the  ground  he  Uad  gained  against  the  over- 
whelming numbers  and  numerous  batteries  of  the  enemy.  Jackson 
sent  to  his  sig)port  his  own  division  and  that  part  ot  Ewell's  which 
was  in  reserve,  but  owing  to  the  increasing  darkness  and  intricacy  of 
the^  forest  and  swamp,  they  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  render  the  desired 
assistance.  Hill  was  therefore  compelled  to  abandon  part  of  the 
ground  he  had  gained,  after  suffering  severe  loss,  and  inflicting  heavy 
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(lama we  upon  the  enemv.  On  the  right,  the  attack  was  galhintly  made 
by  Huger's  and  Mngruder's  comrannds'  Two  Isrigades  of  the  former 
commenced  the  action,  the  other  tvo  were  subsequently  sent  to  the 
support  of  Magruder  and  Hill^  Several  determined  eiforts  were  made 
to  storm  the  hill  at  Crew's  bouse.  The  brigades  advanced  bravely 
across  the  open  field,  raked  by  the  fire  of  a  hundred  cannon,  and  the 
musketry  of  large  bodies  of  infantry.  Some  were  broken  and  gave 
way,  o'rtiers  approached  close  to  the  guns,  driving  back  the. infantry, 
compelling  the  advanced  batteries  to  retire  to  escape  capture,  and 
mingling  their  dead  with  those  of  the  enemy.  For  want  of  concert 
among  the  attacl^ing  columns,  their  assaults  were  too  weak  to  break 
the  Federal  line,  and.  after  struggling  gallantly,  sustaining  wnd  in- 
flicting grejlt  loss,  they  were  compelled  successively  to  retire.  Night 
was  approaching  when  the  attack  began,  arid  it  soon  became  diflicult 
to  distinguish  friend  from  foe.  The  firing  continued  until  after  nine 
P.  M.,. but  no  decided  result  was  gained.  I*art  of  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  to  their  original  positions,  others  remained  on  the  open 
field,  and  some  rested  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries  that 
bad  been  so  bravely  but  vainly  assailed  The  general  conduct  of  the 
troops  was  excellent ;  in  some  instances  heroic.  The  lateness  of  the 
hour  at  which  the  attack  necessarily  feegan,  gave  the  enemy  .the  full 
advantage  of  his  superior  position  and  augmented  the  natural  diffi- 
culties of  our  ow-n. 

After  seizing  the  York  lliver  railroad  on   the   38th   of  June,  and 
driving  the  enemy  across  the  Chickahominy,  as  already  narrated,  the 
caV'alry.  under  General  Stuart  proceeded  down  .the  railroad  to  ascertain 
if  there  was  any  movement  of  t^e  enemy  in  that  direction.     He  en- 
countered but  little  opposition,  and  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  White 
House  on  the  29th.     On  his  approach,  the  enemy  destroyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  immense  stores  accumulated  at  tiiat  depdt,  and  retreated 
towards  Fortress  Monroe.     With  one  gun  and  some  dismounted  men 
General  Stuart  drove  oft'  a  gunboat,  which  lay  near  the  White  House, 
and  rescued  a  large  amount  of  property,   including  more   than  ten 
thousand  stand  of  small  arms',  partially  burned.   Leaving  one  squadron 
at  the  White  House,  in  compliance  with  his  orders,   he  returned  to 
guard- the  lower  brtdges  of  the  Chickahominy.     On  the  30th,  he  was 
directed  to  recross  and  co-operate  with  GeneralJackson'.  After  a  long 
march,  he  reached  the  rear  of  the  enemy  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  night 
of  the  tst  of  July,  at  the  close  of  the  engagement.  Qn.  the  2d  of  July, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had   withdrawn    during   the   night, 
leaving  the  ground  covered  with  his  dead  and  wounded,  and  his  route 
exhibiting  abundant  ©videflce  of*  precipitate  retreat.     The  pursuit  was 
commenced.  General  Stuart  with  his  cavalry  in  the  advance,  but  a 
violent  storm,  which  prevailed  throughout  the  day,  greatly  retarded 
our  progress.     The  enemy,  harassed  and  closely  followed  by  the  cav- 
alry, succeeded  in  gaining  Westover^  on  James  river,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  his  gunboats.     He  immediately  began  to  fortify  his  position, 
which  was  one  of  great  natuVal  strength,  flanked  on  Qach  side  by  a 
creek,  and  the  approach  to  his  front  commanded  by  the  heavy  guns  of 
his  shipping  in  addition  to  those  mounted  in  his  entrenchments.     It 
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waa  deemed  inexpedient  to  attack  him,  and  in  view  of  the  condition 
of  our  troops,  who  had  been  marching  and  fighting  almost  incessantly 
for  seven  days,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  withdraw,  in  order  to  afford  them  the  repose,  of  which  they 
stood  80  much  in  need.  Several  days  were  spent  in  collecting  arms 
and  other  property,  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  in  the  meantime 
some  artillery  and  cavalry  were  sent  below  Westover  to  annoy  his 
transports.  On  the  8th  of  July,  the  army  returned  to  the  vicinity 
xjf  Richmond.  •  " 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  Federal  army  should  have  been 
destroyed.     Its  escape  was  due  to  the  causes  already  stated.     Promi- 
nent among  these  is  the  want  of  correct  and  timely  information.  This 
fact,  attributable  chiefly  to  the   character    of  the   country,  enabled 
General  McClellan  skillfully  to  conceal    his    retreat  and  to  add  much 
to  the  obstructions  with  which  nature  had  beset  the  way  of  our  pur- 
suing columns.     But  regret  that  more  was   not  accomplished,  gives 
way  to  gratitude  to  the   Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  Universe  for  the  re- 
sults achieved.     The  siege  of  Richmond  was  raised,  and  the  object  of 
a  campaign,  which  had  been  prosecuted,  after  months  of  preparation, 
at  an  enormous  expenditure  of  men  and  money,  completely  frustrated. 
More  than  ten  thousand    prisoners,    including    officers  of  rank,  fifty- 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  upwards  of  thirty-five  thousand  stand  of 
small  arms  were  captured.     The  stored  and  supplies  of  every  descrip- 
tion, which  fell  into  our  hands,  were  great  in   amount  and  value,  but 
small  in  comparison' with   those  destroyed  by  the  enemy.     His  losses 
in  battle  exceeded  our  own,  as  attested  by  the  thousands  of  dead  and 
wounded  left  on  every  field,  while  his   subsequent  inaction  shows  in 
what  condition  the  survivors    reached    the    protection    to  which  they 
fled.  '  The  accompanying  tables  contain  the  lists  of  our  casualties  in 
the  series  of  engagements.     Among  the    dead   will    be  found   many 
whose  names  will  ever  be    associated  with    the  great  events  in  which 
they  all  horo  so  honorable  a  part.     For  these,  as  well  as  for  the  names 
of  their  no  less  distinguished    surviving  comrades,    who    earned  for 
themselves  the  high  honor  of  special  commendation,  where  all  so  well 
discharged    their    duty,    reference   must   necessarily  be  made  to  the 
accompanying  reports.     Bnt  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  admira- 
tion of  the  noble  qualities  diplayed,  with    rare  exceptions,  by  officers 
and  men,  under  circumstances  whifh  demanded  the  exercise  of  every 
soldierly  virtue,     To  the  officers  commanding  divisions  and  bfigades 
belongs  the  credit  for  the  management  of  their  troops  in  action.    The 
extent  of  the  fields    of  battle,    the    nature  of  the   ground,    and  the 
denseness    of    the    forests,  rendered    more  •  than,  general    directions 
impracticable.     To  the  officers  of  my  staff,  I  am  indebted  for  constant 
aid  during  the  entire  period.     Colonels    Chilton    and    Long,    Majors 
Taylor,  Venable,  Talcott,  and   Marshall,  and   Captain    Mason,   were 
continuously  with  me. in  the  field..     General  Pendleton,  Chief  of  Ar- 
tillei-y  ,■  Lieutenant  Colonel  Corley,   Chief  Quartermaster  ;  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Cole,  Chief  Commissary  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexafider, 
Chief  of  Ordnance ;  Surgeon  Guild,  Medical  Director ;  Colonel  Lay 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harvie^  Inspeotors  General,  and  Lieutenant 
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Colonel  Stevens,  Chief  Engineer,  attended  unceasingly  to'  their  sev- 
eral departments.  To  the  whole  medical  corps  of  the  anny,  I  return 
my  thanks  for  the-  care  and  attention  bestowed  on  the  wounded. 

Operations    of  the  Army,  from  Richmomi,  to  and  inclvding  the 
Battle  of  Cedar  Run. 

After  the  retreat  of  General  McClellan  to  Westover,  his  army  re- 
mained inactive  for  about  a  month.  His  front  was  closely  watched 
by  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  preparations  made  to  resist  a  renewal 
of  his  attempt  upon  Richmond  from  his  new  base. 

In  the  meantime,  another  Federal  army,  under  Major  General  Pope, 
advanced  southward  from  Washington,  and  crossed  the  Rappahan- 
nock, as  if  to  seize  Gordonsville  and  move  thence  upon  Richmond. 

The  enemy  also  appeared  in  force  at  Fredericksburg  and  threatened 
the  railroad  from  Gordonsville  to  Richmond,  apparently  for  the  pur- 
pose of  co-operating  with  the  movements  of  General  Pope. 

To  meet  the  advance  of  the  latter,  and  restrain,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  atrocities  which  he  threatened  to  perpetrate  upon  our  defenceloM 
citizens.  General  Jackson,  with  his  own  and  Ewell's  division,  was 
ordered  to  proceed  towards  Gordonsville,  on  the  13th  of  July.  Upon 
reaching  that  vicinity  he  ascertained  that  the  force  under  General 
Pope  was  superior  to  his  own,  but  the  uncertainty  that,  then  sur- 
rounded the  designs  of  General  McClellan,  rendered  it  inexpedient 
to  reinforce  him  from  the  army  at  Richmond.  He  was  directed  to 
observe  the  enemy's  movements  closely,  to  avail  himself  of  any  oppor- 
tunity to  attack  that  might  arise,  and  assistance  was  promised  should 
the  progress  of  Generall  Pope  put  it  in  our  power  to  strike  an  effec- 
tual blow  without  withdrawing  the  troops  too  long  from  the  defence  of 
the  capital. 

The  enemy  at  Westover  continuing  to  manifest  no  intention  of 
resuming  active  operations,  and  General  Pope's  advance  having 
reached  the  Rapidan,  General  A,  P.  Hill,  with  his  division,  was  or- 
dered on  the  27th  of  July  to  join  General  Jackson.  At  the  same 
time,  in  order  to  keep  McClellan  -stationary,  or,  if  possible,  to  cause 
him  to  withdraw.  General  D.  H.  Hill,  commanding  south  of  James 
river,  was  directed  to  threaten  his  communications,  by  seizing  favor- 
able positions  below  Westover,  from  which  to  attack  the  transports 
in  the  river.  That  officer  selected  Coggin's  Point,  opposite  Westover, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  expedition  was  committed  *to  Brigadier  Gei^e- 
ral  French. 

On  the  night  of  the  31st,  General  French,  accompanied  by  Briga- 
dier General  Pendleton,  Chief  of  Artillery,  placed  forty-three  guns 
in  position  within  range  of  the  enemy's  shipping  in  the  river,  and  of 
the  camps  on  the  north  side,  upon  both  of  which  fire  was  opened, 
causing  consternation,  and  inflicting  serious  damage.  The  guns  were 
withdrawn  before  daybreak,  with  the  loss  of  one  killed  and  two 
wounded  by  the  gunboats  and  batteries  of  the  enemy.  This  attack 
caused  General  McClellan  to  send  a  strong  force  to  the  soath  bank  of 
the  river,  which  entrenched  itself  on  Coggin's  Point. 
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111  til..'  latter  pint  of  July,  tlie  enemy's  cavalry  from  Fredericksburg 
attempted  io  cut  Jackson's  communications  by  destroying  the  Central 
railroad  at  Beaver  Dam.  This  force'did  no  serious  damage  ;  but  to 
prevent  the  repetition  of  the  attempt,  and  to  ascertain  the  strength 
and  designs  of  the  enemy,  General  Stuart  was  directed  to  proceed 
from  Hanover  Court  House,  where  he  was  posted,  towards  Freder- 
icksburg. Hi8  progress  was  delayed  by  •  high  water  until  the  4th 
August,  when  he  advanced,  with  Fitzhugh  Lee's  brigade  and  the 
S?tuart  horse  artillery,  upon  Port  Royal.  Arriving  at  that  place  on 
the  5th.  without  opposition,  he  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Freder- 
icksburg, and  the  next  day  cam^  into  the  Telegraph  road  at  Massa- 
ponax  church,  just  after  two  brigades  of  the  enemy  had  passed  that 
point  on  the  way  to  the  Central  railroad.  His  vigorous  attack  caused 
the  expedition  to  return  in  haste  to  Fredericksburg,  and  General 
Stuart  rqjtired  with  the  loss  of  only  two  men,  bringing  off  eighty-five 
prisoners  and  a  number  of  horses,  wagons  and  arms.  No  further 
attempt  Avas  made  upon  the  railroad. 

On  the  5th  August,  our  cavalry  reported  that  the  enemy  had  ad- 
vanced in  large  force  from  Westover  to  Malvern  Hill,  and  the  next 
(lay  the  divisions  of  Generals  Longstreet  and  McLaws,  and  that  com- 
BQanded  by  General  Ripley,  we^e  moved  down  to  the  Long  Bridge 
Toad.  The  enemy  was  found  occupying  the  ground  on  which  the 
action  of  July  1st  was  fought,  and  seemed  ready  to  deliver  battle  in 
as  great. fey ce  as  on  that  day.  McLaws'  and  Ripley's  divisions,  rein- 
forced by  D.  R.  Jones'  division,  formed  our  left.  Longstreet  the  right. 
.The  heat  was  intense,  and  the  progress  of  the  troops  necessarily 
•  slow.  Before  the  road  was  cleared  of  the  enemy's  pickets  ^d  the 
line  of  battle  disclosed,  the  sun  had  almost  se-t.  Orders  were  given 
for  our  left  wing  to  advance  to  Willis'  church,  threatening  the  com- 
munication with  Westover  by  extending  well  to  the  left,  while  two 
brigades  of  Longstreet's  division  were  directed  to  advance  upon  Mal- 
vern Hill  Slid  drive  in  the  enemy  on  Curl'g  Neck.  The  latter 
operation  wa#.  handsomely  executed  by  General  Evans,  Avith  his  own 
and  Cobb's  brigade,  forcing^  the  enemy  back  to  his  guns  on  Malvern 
Hill.  The  next  morning,  upon  advancing,  it  was  found  that  he  had 
withdrawn  during  the  night  ;'.ud  retired  to  Westover.  Our  picket's 
were  re-established  and  the  troops  returned  to  their  former  "positions. 
Thitf  expedition,  which  was  the  last  undertaken  by  General 
McClellan  on  James  river,  wns  attended  with  small  loss  on  either 
side.  General  Hampton,  Avith  his  brigade  of  caA^alry,  kept  the  enemy 
clqaeiy  confined  AvitRin  his  lines  until  his  final  withdrawal. 

Battle  ok  OF.nAR  Run. 

Whilo  the  main  body  of  the  army  awaited  the  development  of 
Mc<'lellau'9  intentions.  General  Jackson,  r^nforced  by  A.  P.  Hill, 
determined  to  assume  the  offensive  against  General  Pope,  whose  army, 
still  superior  in  numbers,  lay  north  of  the  Rapidan. 

On  the  2nd  August,  Colonel,  now  Brigadier  General,  W.  E.  Jones, 
with  the  seventh  Virginia  cavalry,  of  Robertson's  brigade,  was  sent  to 
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take  charge  of  the  outposts  on  the  llapiJan.  Arriving  near  Orangv 
Court  House  he  foau<l  it  occupied  by  a  large  cavalry  force,  which,  by 
'a  bold  and  vigorous  charge,  he  drove  from  the  town.  The  enemy 
rallied,  and  Colonel  Jones  was,  in  turn,  compelled  to 'fall  back  before 
superior  numbers  to  the  place  where  the  engagemeat  began.  The 
enemy  soon  after  withdrew. 

Learning  that  only  a  portion  of  General  Pope's  army  was  at  Cul- 
peper  Court  House,  General  Jackson  resolved  to  attack  it  before  the 
arrival  of  the  remainder,  and,  on  the  7th  August,  moved  from  Gor- 
donsville  for  that  purpose.  The  next  day  the  Federal  cavalry  on  the 
north  side  of 'the  Kapidan  wast  driven  back  by  General' Robertson, 
and  on  the  9th,  Jackson's  command  arrived  within  eight  miles  of  Cul- 
peper  Court  House,  when  the  enemy  was  found  near  Cedar  Run,  a 
short  distance  northwest  of  Slaughter's  mountain.  Early's  brigade, 
of  Swell's  division,  was  thrown  forward  oa  the  road  to  Culpeper 
Court  House.  The  remaining  two  brigades,  those  of  Trimble  and 
Hays,  the  latter  under  Colonel  Forno,  diverging  to  the  right,  took 
position  on  the  western  slope  of  Slaughter's  mountain.  Jackson's 
own  division,  under  Brigadier  General  Winder,  was  placed  on  the  left 
of  the  road — Campbell's  brigade, .  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garnett  com- 
manding, being  on  the  Ibft ;  Taliaferro's  parallel  to  the  road, 
supporting  the  batteries,  and  Winder's  own  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Roland,  in  reserve  Lawton's  brigade,  having  been  detached  by 
General  Jackson  to  guard  the  train,  was  prevented  from  taking  part 
in  the  engagement.  The  battle  opened  with  a  fierce  fire  of  avtillery, 
whiclijContinued^for  about  two  hours,  during  which.  Brigadier  General 
Charles  S.  Winder,  while  directing  the  movements  of  his  batteries, 
received  a  wound,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  expired  in  a  few  hours. 

I  can  add  nothing  to  the  well-deserved  tribute  paid  to  the  courage; 
capacity,  and  conspicuous  merit  of  this  lamented  officer  by  General 
Jackson,  in  whose  brilliant  campaign  in  the  Valley  and  on  the  Chick- 
ahominy  he  bore  a  distinguished  part. 

The   enemy's  infantry    advanced    about   five  o'clock,  P.   M.,  and 
attacked  General  Early   in   front,  while   another  body,  concealed  by 
the  inequality  of  the  ground,  moved  upon  his  right.     Thomas'  brigade, 
.  of  A.  r.  Hill's  division,  which  had  now  arrived,  was  sent  to  his  sup- 
port, and  the- contest  soon  became  animated. 

In  the  meantime,  the  main  body  of  the  Federal  infmtry,  under 
cover  of  a  w  )od,  and  the  undulations  of  the  field,  gained  the  left  of 
Jackson's  division,  now  commanded  by  Brigadier  Gen.  Taliaferro,  and 
poured  a  destructive  fire  into  its  flank  and  rear.  Campbell's  brigade 
fell  back  in  confusion,  exposing  the  flank  of  Taliaferro's,  which  also 
gave  way,  as  did  the  left  of  Early's.  The  rest  of  his  brigade,  how- 
ever, firmly  held  its  ground. 

V  Winder's  brigade,  with  Branch's,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  on  its 
right,  advanced  promptly  to  the  support  of  Jackson's  division,  and 
after  a  sanguinary  struggle,  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  los8. 
Pender's  and  Archer's  brigades,  also  of  Hill's  division,  came  up  on 
the  left  of  Winder's,  and*,  by  a  general  charge,  the  enemy  was  driven 
back  in  confusion,  leaving  the  ground  covered  with  his  dead  and 
2 


13 

wouixieol.-  General  Ewell,  with  the  two  brigades  on  the  extreme  right, 
ha'd  been  prevented  from  advancing  by  the  fire  of  our  own  artillery 
which  swept  hi?  approach  to  the  enemy's  left.  Ths  obstacle  being  now 
removed,  he  pressed  forward,  under  a  hot  fire,  and  came  gallantly  into 
action.  Repulsed  and  vigorously  followed  on  our  left  and  centre,  and 
now  hotly  pressed  on  our  right,  the  enemy  ^ave  way,  and  his  whole  line 
was  soon  in  full  retreat.  Night  had  now  set  in,  but  General  Jackson 
dcsirin'T  to  enter  Culpeper  Court  House  before  marning,  determined 
to  pursue.  Tlill's  division  led  the  advance  ;  but,  owing  to  the  darkness, 
it  was  compelled  to  move  slowly  and  with  caution. 

The  enemy  was  found  about  a  mile"  and  a  half  in  rear  of  the  field 
of  battle,  and  information  was  received  that  reinforcements  had  ar- 
rived. General  Jackson  thereupon  halted  for  the  night,  and  the  next 
day  becoming  satisfied  that  the  enemy's  strength  had  been  so  largely 
increased  as  to  render  a  further  advance  on  his  part  imprudent,  he 
8ent  his  wounded  to  the  rear,  and  proceeded  to  bury  the  dead  and  col- 
lect tbe  arms  from  the  battle-field. 

On  tbe  1  i  th,  the  enemy  asked  and  received  permission  to  bury 
those.of  his  dead  not  already  interred.  General  Jackson  remained  in 
position  during  the  day,  and  at  night  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Gor- 
donsville. 

In  this  engagement,  four  hundred  prisoners,  including  a  brigadier 
general,  were  captured,  anrl  five  thousand  three  hundred  stand  of 
small  arms,  one  piece  of  artillery,  several  caissons,  and  three  colors 
fell  into  our  hands. 

Our  casualties  will  appear  from  the  report  of  the  medical  director. 

For  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  action,  reference  must  be  made 
to  the  clear  account  of  General  Jackson,  herewith  transmitted,  and 
the  accompanying  reports  of  his  officers. 

The  conduct  of  his  troops  is  commended  in  terms  of  w;ell  deserved 
praise,  by  their  distinguished  leader,  and  the  success  achieved  was 
worthy  of  the  skillful  management,  and  bold  and  vigorous  execution 
of  the  entire  enterprise. 

Campaign  in  Northern  Virginia,  from  the  BAXttE  of  Cedar  Run 
TO  THE    Battle  of   Ox  Hill,  inclusive. 

The  victory  at  Cedar  Run  eff"ectually  checked  the  progress  of  -the 
enemy  for  the  time  ;  but  it  soon  became  apparent  that  his  army  was 
bei.ng  largely  increased.  The  corps  of  Major  General  Burnside,  from 
North  Carolina,  which  had  reached  Fredericksburg,  was  reported  to 
have  moved  up  the  Rappahannock,  a  few  days  after  the  battle,  to  unite 
with  General  Pope,  and  a  part  of  General  McClellan's  army  was  be- 
lie^'ed  to  have  left  Westover  for  the  same  purpose.  It  therefore 
seemed  that  active  operations  on  the  James  were  no  longer  conteia- 
plated,  and  that  the  most  effectual  way  to  relieve  Richmond  from  any 
danger  of  attack  from  that  quarter,  would  be  to  reinforce  General 
Jackson,  and  advance  upon  General  Pope.  Accordingly,  on  the  13th 
August,  Major  General  Longstreet,  with  Ms  division,  and  two  bri- 
gades, under  General  Hood,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Gordonsville. 
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At  the  same  time,  General  Stuart  -vras  directed  to  more  with  the  main 
body  of  his  cavalry  to  that  point,  leaving  a  sufficient, force  to  observe 
the  enemy  still  remaining  in  Fredericksburg^  and  to  guurd  the  rail- 
road, Greneral  R.  H.  Anderson  was  also  directed  to  leave  his  posi- 
tion on  James  river,  and  follow  Longstreot.  On  the  16th,  the  troops 
began  to  ftiove  from  the  vicinity  of  Gordonsville  towards  the  Rapidan, 
on  the  north  side  of  which,  extending  along  the  Orange  and  AlexsMi^ 
dria  railroad,  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper  Court  House,  the  Federal 
army  lay  in  great  force.  It  was  determined,  with  the  cavalry,  to  de- 
stroy the  railroad  bi'idge  over  the  Rappahannock  in  rear  of  the  enemy, 
while  Longstreet  and  Jackson  crossed  the  Rapidan  anxi  attacked  his 
left  flank.  The  movement  so  explained  in  the  accompany  in  f^  order, 
was  appointed  for  the  18th  August;  but  the  necessary j)reparktions 
not  having  been  completed,  its  Execution  was  postponed  to  the  20th. 
In  the  interval,  the  enemy  being  apprised  of  our  design,  hastily  re- 
treated beyond  the  Rappahannock.  General  Longstreet  crossed  the 
Rapidan  fit  Raccoon  ford,  and,  preceded  by  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry 
brigade,  ari'ived  early  in  the  afternoon  near  Kelley's  ford,  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock, where  Lee  had  a  sharp  and  successful  skirmish  with  the 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  who  held  the  north  side  of  the  riv^r  in  strong 
force:  Jackson  passed  the  Rapid.in  at  Souierville  ford,  and  moved 
towards  Brandy  Station,*  Robertson's  brigade  of  cavalry,  accompanied 
by  General  Stuart  in  person,  leading  the  advance.  Near  Brandy  Sta- 
tion, a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  encountered,  which  was 
gallantly  attacked  and  driven  across  the  Rappahannock  by  Robertson's 
command.  General  JacSson  halted  for  the  night,  near  Stevensburt^, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  mov(d  upon  Beverly's  ford  on  the 
Rappahannock.  The  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Rosser, 
was  sent  forward  by  General  Stuart  to  seize  the  north  .bank  of  the 
river  at  this  point,  and  gallantly  accomplished  the  object,  capturing  a 
number  of  prisoners  and  arms.  General  Stuart«ubsequently  arrived. 
and  being  furnished  by  General  Jackson  with  a  section  of  artillery, 
maintained  his  position  for  several  hours,  skirmishing  warmly  with 
the  enemy.  General  Robertson,  who  had  crossed  the  river  above 
Beverly's  ford,  reported  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  large  force- 
upon  the  position  held  b}'^  General  Stuart,  and  as  it  had  been  deter- 
mined, in  ihe  meantime,  not  to  attempt  the  passage  of  the  river  at 
that  point  with  the  army,  that  ofBcer  v.ithdrew  to  the  south  side.  The 
enemy  soon  afterwards  appeared  in  great;  strength  on  the  opposite 
bank,  and  an  animated  fire  was  kept  up  during  the  rest  of  the  day 
between  his  artillery  and  the  batteries  attached  to  Jackson's  leading 
division,' under  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro.  .  • 

As  our.  positions  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  were  com- 
manded by  those  of  the  enemy,  who  guarded  all  the  fords,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  seek  a  more  favorable  place  to  cross,  higher  up  the  river,, 
and  thus  gain  the  enemy's  right.  Accordingly,  General  Longstreet 
was  directed  to  leave  Kelley's  ford  on  the  21st,  and  take  the  position 
in  front  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Beverly's  ford  and  the 
Orange  «and  Alexandria  railroad  bridge,  then  held  by  Jackson,  in  order 
to  mask  the  movement  of  the  latter,  who  was  instructed  to  ascend  the 
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river.  On  the  22d,  Jackson  crossed  Hazel  river  at  Wellford's  mill, 
and  proceeded  up  the  Rappahannock,  leaving  Trimble's  brigade  near 
Freeiian's  ford  to  protect  his  trains.  In  the  afternoon,  Longstreet 
sent  General  Hood  with  his  own  and  Whiting's  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Law,  to  relieve  Trimble,  Hood  had  just  reached  the  portion,  when 
he  and  Trimble  were  attacked  •  by  a  considerable  force  which  had 
crossed  at  Freeman's  ford;  After  a  short  but  spirited  engagement, 
the  enemy  was  driven  precipitately  over  the  river  with  heavy  loss. 
General  Jackson  arrived  at  the  Warrenton  Springs  ford  in  the  after- 
noon, and  immediately  began  to  crass  his  troops  to  the  north  side, 
occVipying  the  springs  and  the  adjacent  heights.  He  was  interrupted 
by  ak  heavy  rain,  which  caused  the  river  to  lise  so  japidly  that  the 
ford  soon  became  impassable  for  infantry  and  artillery.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  withdraw  the  troops  who 
had  reached  the  opposite  side,  and  they  recrossed  during  the  night  of 
the  23d,  on  a  temporary  bridge  constructed  for  the  purpose.  Gene- 
ral Stuart,  who  had  been  directed  to  cut  the  railroad  in  ^ear  of  Gen- 
eral Pope's  army,  crossed  the  Rappahannock  on  the  morning  of  the. 
•22d,  about  six  miles  above  the  Springs,  with  parts  of  Lee's  and  Rob- 
ertson's brigades.  Passing  through  Warrenton,  he  reached  Catlett's 
Station  at  night,  but  was  prevented  from  destroying  the  railroad  bridge, 
at' that  point,  by  the  same  storm  that  had  arrested  Jackson's  move- 
ments. He  captured  more  than  three  hundred  prisoners,  including  a 
number  of  officers.  Becoming  apprehensive  of  the  effect  of  the  rain 
upon  the  streams  which  separated  himfrom^the  main  body  of  the  army, 
he  retired,  after  firing  the  enemy's  camp',  and  recrossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock at  Warrenton  Springs.  On  the  23d,  General  Longstreet  di- 
rected Colonel  Walton,  with  part  of  the  Washington  Artillery  and 
other  battel  ies  of  his  command,  to  drive  back  a  force  of  the  enemy 
that  had  crossed  to  the  south  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  near  the 
railroad  bridge,  upon  the  withdrawal  of  General  Jackson  on  the  pre- 
vious day.  Fire  was  opened  about  sunrise,  and  continued  with  great 
vigor  for  several  hours,  the  enemy  being  compelled  to  withdraw  with 
loss.  Some  of  the  batteries  of  Colonel  S.  B.  Lee's  battalion  were 
orderedto  aid  those  of  Colonel  Walton,  and,  under  their  united  fire, 
the  enemy  was  forced  to  abandon  his  position  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  burning,  in  his  retreat,  the  railroad  bridge  gnd  the  neighbor- 
ing dwellings.  The  rise  of  the  river  rendering  the  lower  fords  im- 
passable, enabled  the  enehiy  to  concentrate  his  main  body  opposite 
General  Jackson,  and,  -on  the  24th,  Longstreet  -v^as  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  his  support.  Although  retarded  by  the  swollen  condition  of 
Hazel  river  and  other  tributaries  of  the  Rappahannock,  he  reached 
Jeifersonton  in  the  afternoon.  General  Jackson's  command  lay 
between  that  place  and  the  Springs  ford,  and  a  warm  cannonade  was 
progressing  between  the  batteries  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division  and 
those  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  was  massed  between  Warrenton  and 
the  Springs,  and  guarded  the  fords  of  the  Rappahannock  as  far  above 
as  Waterloo.  The  army  of  General  McClellan  had  left .  Westover. 
Part  of  which  had  already  marched  to' join  General  Pope,  and  it  was 
reported  that  the  rest  would  soon  follow.      The  captured  correspon- 
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dence  of  General  Pope  confirmed  this  information,  and  also  disclosed 
the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of  the  army  of  General  Cox  had  been, 
withdrawn  from  the  Kanawha  valley  for  the  same  purpose.  Two  bri- 
gades of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  under  General  Ripley,  had  already 
been  or'^ered  from  Richmond,  and  the  remainder,  under  D.  H.  Hill,  in 
person,  with  the  div-ision  of  General  IMeLaws,  two  brigades  under 
General  Walker,  and  Hampton's  cavalry  brigade,  were  now  directed 
to  join  this  army,  and  were  approaching.  In  pursuance  of  the  plan 
of  operations  (determined  upon,  Jackson  was  directed,  on  the  25th,  to 
cross  above  Waterloo,  and  move  around  the  enemy's  right,  so  as  to 
strike  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  in  his  rear.  Longstre#t, 
in  tBc  meantime,  was  to  divert  his  attention  by  threatening  him  in 
front,  and  to  follow  Jackson  as  soon  as- the  latter  should  be  sufiBciently 
advanced. 

Battjle  of  Manassas.    " 

General  Jackson  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Hinson's  mill,  about 
four  miles  above  Waterloo,  and  passing  through  Orlean,  eiicamped, 
on  the  night  of  the  26th,  near  ^^alem,  after  a  long  and  fatiguing 
march.  The  next  morning,  continuing  his  route,  with  his  accustomed 
vigor  and  celerity,  he  passed  the  Bull  Run  mountains  at  Thorough- 
fare Gap,  and  proceeding  by  way  of  Gainesville,  reached  the  railroad, 
at  Bristoe-  Station,  after  sunset.  At  Gaineeville.  he  was  joined  by 
.General  Stuart,  with  the  brigades  of  Robertson  and  Fitzhugh  Lee,  who 
continued  with  him  during  the  rest  of  his  operations,  vigilantly  and 
effectually  guardirgboth  his  flanks. 

General  Jackson  was  now  between  the  large  army  of  General  Pope 
and  the  Federal  capital.  Thus  far  no  considerable  force  of  the  enemy 
had  been  been  encountered,  and  he  did  not  appear  to  be  aware  of  his 
situation.  Upon  arriving  at  Bristoe,  the  greater  part  of  the  guard  at 
that  point  fled;  two  trains  of  cars,  coming  from  the  direction  of 
Warrenton,  w^ere  captured,  and  a  few  prisoners  were  taken.  Not- 
withstanding the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  long  ^and  arduous 
march  of  the  day,  General  Jackson  determined  to  lose  no  time  in 
•capturing  the  depot  of  the  enemy  at  JManassas  Junction,  about  seven 
miles  distant,  on  the  road  to  Alexandria.  General  Trimble  volun- 
teered to  proceed  at  once  to  that  place,  with  the  twefity-first  North 
Carolina  and  the  twenty-first  Georgia  regiments.  The  offer  was 
accepted;  and  to  render  success  more  certain,  Ger^pral  Jackson 
directed  General  Stuart  to  accompany  the  expedition  with  part  of  hia 
cavalry,  and,  as  ranking  officer,  to  assume  the  command.  •  Upon  ar- 
riving near  the  junction.  General  Stuart  sent  Colonel  ^yickha'.;a,  with 
his  regiment,  the  fourth  Virginia  cavalry,  to  gat  in  rear  of  the  enemy, 
who  opened  with  musketry  and  artillery  upon  our  troops  as  they  ap- 
proached. The  darkness  or  the  night,  and  ignorimcc  of  the  enemy's 
numbers  and  position,  made  it  necessary  to  move  cautiously  ;  but 
about  midnight  the  place  was  taken,  with  little  difliculty,  those  that 
defended  it  being  captured  or  dispersed.  .Eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
with    their  horses,  ammunition  and  equipments,  were  taken  ;    more 
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than  three  hundred  prisoners,  one  hundred  and  seventj-fiye  horses, 
besides  those  belonging  to- the  artillery,  two  hundred  new.  tents,  and 
immense  quantities  of  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores  fell  into 
our  hands. 

General  Jackson  left  E well's  division,  with  the. fifth  Virginia  cav- 
alry, under  Colonel  Rosser,  at  Bristoe  Statiob,  and,  with  the  rest  of 
his  command,  proceeded  to  the  julaction,  where  he  arrived  early  in 
the  morning.  Soon  afterwards,  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy, 
under  Brigadier  General  Taylor,  approached  from  the  direction 
of  Alexandria,  and  pushed  forward  boldly  to  recapture  the 
stores  that. had  been  lost.  After  a  sharp  engagement,  me.  engmy 
was  routed  and  driven  back,  leaving  his  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
field,  General  Taylor  himself  being  mortally  wounded  during  the 
pursuit.  The  troops  remaine(i.  at  Manassas  Junction  during  the  rest 
of  the  day,  supplying  themselves  with  everything  they  required  from 
the  captured  stores.  In  the  afternoon,,  the  enemy  advanced  upon 
General  Ewell  at  Bristoe,  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton  Junction. 
They  were  attacked'  by  three  regiments  and  the  batteries  of  Ewell's 
division,  and  two  columns,  of  not  less  than  a  brigade  each,  were 
broken  and  repulsed.  Their  places  were  soon  supplied  by  fresh  troops  ; 
and  it  was  apparent  that  the  Federal  commarjder  had  now  become 
aware  of  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  had  turned  upon  General  Jackson 
with  his  whole  force.  In  pursuance  of  instructions  to  that  effect, 
General  Ewell,  upon  perceiving  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  withdrew 
his  command,  part  ef  which  was  at  the  time  engaged,  and  rejoined 
General  Jackson  at.  Manassas  Junction,  having  first  destroyed  the 
railroad  bridge  over  Broad.'  run.  »  The  enemj  halted  at  Bristoe. 
General  Jackson's  force  being  much  inferior  to  that  of  General  Pope, 
it  became  necessary  for  him  to  withdraw  from  Manassas,  and  take 
a  position  west  of  the  turnpike  road  from  Warrenton  to  Alexandria, 
where  he  could  more  readily  unite  with  the  approaching  column  of 
Longstreet.  Having  fully  supplied  the.  wants  of  his  troops,  he  was 
compelled,  for  want  of  transportation,  to  destroy  the  rest  of  the  cap- 
tured property.  This  was  done  during  the  night  of  the  27th  ;  and 
fifty  tho«sand  pounds  of  bacon,  one  thousand  barrels  of  corned  beef, 
two  thousand  barrels  of  salt  pork,  and  two  thousand  barrels  of  flour, 
besides  other  property  of  great  value,  were  burned. 

Taliaferro's  division  moved,  during  the  night,  by  the  road  to  Sudley, 
and  crossing  the  turnpike  near  Groveton,  halted  on  the  west  side, 
near  the  battle-field  of  July  21,  1861,  where  it  was  joined,  on.  the 
28th,  by  t^e  divisions  of  Hill  and  Ewell.  Peceiving,  during  the  after- 
noon, that  the  enemy,  approaching  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton, 
was  moving  down  the  turnpike  towards  Alexandria,  thus  exposing  his 
left  flank.  General  Jackson  advanced  to  attack  him.  A  fierce  and 
sanguinary  conflict  ensued,  which- con  tinted  until  about  nine  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  when  the  enemy  slowly  fell  back,  and  left  us  in  possession  of 
the  field.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  heavy,  and  among  our  wounded 
were  Major  General  Ewell  .and  Brigadier  General  Taliiiferro,  the 
former  severely.  The  next  morning,  the  29th,  the  enemy  had  taken 
a  position  to  interpose  his  army  between  General  Jackson  and  Alex- 
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aadria,  and  about  ten,  A.  M  ,  opened  with  artillery  upon  the  right  of 
Jackson'3  line.  The  troops  of  the  latter  were  disposed  in  rear  of 
Groveton,  along  the  line  of  the  unfinished  J.>ranch  of  the  Manassas 
Gap  railroad,  and  extended  from  a  point  i  short  distance  west  of  the 
turnpike  towarrk  Sudley  mill — Jackson's  division,  under  .Brigadier 
General  Starke,  being  on  the  right,  Ewell's,  under  General  La-wton, 
in  the  centre,  and  A.  P.  Hill  on*  the  left.  The  Federal  army  was 
evidently  concentrating  upon  Jackson,  with  the  design  of  overwhelm- 
ing him  before  the  arrival*  of  Longstreet.  The?  latter  officer  left  his 
position,  opposite  Warrenton  Springs,  on  the  2;6th,  being  rplicved  by 
General  R.  II.  Anderson's  division,  and  marched  to  .join  Jackson. 
He  crossed  at  Ilinson's  mill  id  the  afiernoon,  and  encamped'  near 
Orlean  that  night.  The  next  (biy  he  reached  the  White  Plains,  his 
march  being  retarded  by  the  want  of  cavalry  to  ascertain  the  meaoiing 
of  certain  movements  of  the  enemy  from  the  dit^ection  of  Warrentou, 
which  seemed  to  menace  the  right  flank  of  his  column. 

On  the  28th,  arriving  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  he  found  the  enemy 
prepared  to, dispute  his  progress.  General  D.  Pt.  Jones'  division 
being  ordered  to  force  the  passage  .of  the  mountain,  quickly  dislodged 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  from  the  t*ces  and  rocks,  and  advanced  into 
the  gorge.  The  enemy  held  the  eastern  extremity. of  the  pass  in  large 
force,  and  directed  a. heavy  fire  of 'artillery  upon  'the  road  leading 
through  it,"  and  upon  the  sides  of  the  mountain,  Tiie  ground  occupied 
by  Junes  afforded  no  opportunity  for  .the  employment  of  artilTery. 
Hood,  with  two  brigades,  and  Wilcox,  with  three,  were  ordered  to 
turn  the  enemy's  right,  the  formet  moving  over  the  mountain  .by  a 
narrow  path  to  the  Idftof  the  pass,  and  the  latter  further  to  the  north, 
by  Hopewell  Gap.  T5efure  the-^e  troops  reached  tiicir  destination,  the 
enemy  advanced,  and  attacked  Jones'  left,  urfder  Brigadier  General 
G.  T.  Anderson.  Being  vigorously  repulsed,  he  withdrew  to  his 
position  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  gap,  from  which  he  kepf  hp  an 
active  fire  of  artillery.until  (^rk,  and  then  retreated.  Generals  Jones 
and  Wilcox  bivouacked  that  night  east  of  the  mountain;  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  the  whole  command  resumed  the  march,  the 
sound  of  cannon  at  Manassas  announcing  that  Jackson  was  already 
engaged.  Longstreet  entered  the  turnpike  near  Gainesville,  and 
moving  down  towards  Grcvetou,  the  h'ead  of  his  column  came  upon 
the  field  in  rear  of -the  enemy's  left,  which  had  already  opened  with 
artillery  upon  Jackson's  right,  as  previously  described.  He  imme- 
diately placed  some  of  his  batteries  in  position,  bufc'before  he  could 
complete  his  dispositions 'to  attack,  the  enemy  withdrew;  not,  how- 
ever, without  loss  from  our  artillery.  Longstreet  took  position 'on 
the  right  of  Jackson,  .Hood's  two  brigades,  supported  by  Evans,  be- 
ing deployed  across  the  turnpily^kad  at  right  angles  to  it.  These 
troops  were  supported  on  4;he  lo^P^y  three  brigades  under  General 
W^ilcox,  and  by  a  like  force  on  the  right  under  General  Kemper. 
D.  LI.  Jones'  division  formed  the  extreme  right  of  the  lilbie,  resting 
on  the  Manassas  Gap  railroad.  The  cavalry  guarded  our  right  and 
left  iijiuks;  thaUon  the  right  being  under  General  Stuart  in  person. 
After  the  arrival  of  Longstreet,  the  enemy  changed  his  position,  and 
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'  began  to  concentrate  opposite  Jackson's  left,  opening  a  brisk  artil- 
lery fire,  -Nvliich  was  responded  to  with  effect  by  some  of  General  A. 
P,  Hill's  batteries.  Crjonel  Walton  pLiced  a  part  of  his  artillery 
upon  a  commanding  position,  between  General  Jackson  and  Long- 
•street,  by  order  of  the  latter,  and  engaged  the  enemy  vigorously  for 
several  hours. 

Soon  afterwards.  General  Stuart  reported  the  approach  0/  a  large 
force  from  the  direction  of  Bristoe  Sta;tion,  threatening  Longstreet's 
right.  The  brigades  under  General  W.ilcojt  were  sent  to  reinforce 
General  Jones,  but  no  serious  attack  was  made,  and  after  firing  a  few 
shots,  the  enemy  withdrew.  While  this  demonstration  was  being 
made  on  our  right,  a  large  fore  advanced  to  assail  the  left  of  Jackson's 
position,  occupied  by  the  division  of  .General  A,  P.  Hill.  The  attack 
was  received  by  his  troops  with  their  accustomed  steadiness,  and  the 
battle  raged  with  great  fury.  The  enemy  was  repeatedly  repulsed, 
but  again  pressed  on, the  attack  with  fresh  troops.  Once  he  succeeded 
in  penetrating  an  interval  between  General  Gregg's  brigade  on  the 
extreme  left,  and  that  of  General  Thomas,  but  was  quickly  driven 
baclv  with  great  slaughter  by  the  fourteenth  South  Carolina  regiment, 
then  in  reserve,  and  the  forty-iunth  Georgia,  of  Thomas'  brigade. 
The  contest  was  close  and  obstinate,  the  combatants  sometimes  deliver- 
ing their  fire  at  ten  paces.  General  Gregg,  who  was  most  exposed, 
was  reinforced  by  Hay's  brigade  under  Colonel '  Forno,  and  success- 
fully and  gallantly  resisted  the.  attack  of  the  enemy,  until  the  ammu- 
nition of  his  brigade  being  exhausted,  and  all  its  field -officers  but  two 
killed  or  wounded,  it  was  relieved  iilTter  several  hours  of  severe  fight- 
ing, by  Early's  brigade  and  the  eighth  Louisiangyegiment.  Genei-al 
Early  drove  the  enemy  back  v,-ith  .heavy  loss,  ana  pursued  about  two 
hundred  yards  beyond  fhe  line  of  battle,  when  he  was  recalled  to  the 
position  on  the  railroad  where  Thomas,  Pender  and  Archer  had  firmly 
held  their  ground  against  every  attack.  While  the  battle  was  raging 
on  Jackson's  left,  General  Lbngstreet  ortl^red  Hood  and  Evans  to  ad- 
vance, but  before  the  order  could  be  obeyed  Hood  was  himself  attacked, 
and  his  command  at  once  became  warmly  engaged.  General  Wilcox 
was  recalled  from  the  right  and  ordered  to  advance  on  Hood's  left, 
and  one  of  Kemper's  brigades,  under  Colonel  Hunton,  moved  forward 
on  his  right.  The  enemy  was  repulsed  by  Hood,  after  a  severe  con- 
test, and  fell  back,  cloeely  followed  by  our  troops.  • 

The  battle  continued  until  nine,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  retreating  until 
he  reached  a  strong  position  which  he  held  with  a  large  force.  The 
darkness  of  the. night  put  a  stop  to  tjje  engjigement,  and  cur  troops 
remained  in  their  advanced  position  until  early  next  morning,  when 
they  were  withdrawn  to  their  first  line.  One  piece  of  artillery,  several 
stands  of  colors,  and  a  number  o^B^oners  were  captured.  Our  loss 
was  severe  in  this  engagement,  B^^ier  Generals  Field  and  Trimble, 
and  Colonel  Forno,  commanding  Hay's  brigade,  were  severely  wounded, 
aniseverarother  valuable  officers  killed  or  disabled,  whose  names  are 
mentioned  in  the  accompanying  reports.  On  the  mornin.g  of  the 
30th,  the  enemy  again  advanced,  and  skirmishing  Uegan  along  the 
line.     The  troops  of  Jackson  and  Longstreet  maintained  their  posi- 
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tions  of  the  previous  day.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  with  three  regiments  of  his 
cavalry,  was  posted  on^  Jackson's  left,  and  R.  H.  Anderson's  divi?ion, 
which  arrived  durijig  the  forenoon,  was  hold  in  reserve  near  the  turn- 
pike. The  batteries  of  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee  took  the  position  occupied 
the  day  before  by  Colonel  Walton,  and  engaged  the  enemy  actively 
until  noon.  Avhen  firing  ceased,  and  all  was   quiet   for   several   hours. 

About  tlfreo,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  having  massed  his  troops  in  front 
of  General  Jackson,  advanced  against  his  position  in  strong  force. 
His  front  line  pushed  forward  until  e'tigaged  at  close  quarters  by 
Jackson's  troops,  when  its  progress  was  checked,  and  a  fierce  and 
bloodj'  struggle  ensued:  A. second  and  third  line,  of  great  strength, 
moved  up  to  snfiport  th(»  first,  but  in  doing  so,  came  within  ea?y  range 
of  a  position  a  little  in  advance  of  Longstreet's  left.  He  immediately 
ordered  up  two  batteries,  and  two  others  being  thrown  forward  about 
the  same  time  by  Col.mel  S.  D.  Lee,  under  their  well  directed  and 
destructive  fire  the  supporting  lines  were  broken,  and  fell  back  in 
confusion.  Their  repeated  efforts  to  rally  were  unavailing,  and  Jack- 
son's-troops  being  thus  relieved  from  the  pj-essure  of  overwhelo^ing 
numbers,  began  to  press  steadily  forward,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them.  He  retreated  in  confusion,  suffering  severely  from  our  artillery 
which  adva;nced  as  he  retired.  General  Longstreet,  anticipating  the 
or<ler  f(Ti-  a  general  advance,  now  threw  his  whole  command  against 
the  Federal  centre  and  left.  Hood's  two  brigades,  followed  by  Evans, 
led  the  attack.  R.  H.  Anderson's. division  came  gallantly  to  the  sup- 
port of  Hood,  while  the  three  brigad(?S  under  Wilcox  moved  forward 
on  his- left,  and  those  of  Kemper  on  his  right.  D.  R.  Jones  advanced 
on  the  extreme  rii;ht,  and  the  whole  line  swept  steadily  on,  driyirg 
the  enemy,  with  great  •carnage,  from  each  successive  position,  until  ten, 
P.  M.,  when  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  battle  and  the  pursuit.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  engagement.  General  Wilcox  with  his  own 
brigade  was  ordered  to  the  right,  where  the  resistance  of  the  enemy 
was  m'ost  obstinate,  and  renvlered  efficient  assistance  to  the  troops  en- 
gagecf  on  that  part  of  the  line.  His  other  two  brigades,  maintaining 
their  position  in  line,  acted  with  General  Jacksort's  command. 

The  obscurity  of  night  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  fords  of  Bull 
run,  rendered  it  necessary  to  suspend  operations  until  morningVwhen 
the  cavalry,  being  pushed  forward,  discovered  that  the  enemy  ha>l 
escaped  to  the  strong  position  of  Centreville,  about  four  miles  beyond 
Bull  rurt.  The.  prevalence  of  a  heavy  rain,  whiclf  began  during  the 
night,  threatened  to  render  Bull  run  impassable,  and  impeded  our 
movements.  Longstreet  remained  on  the  battle  field  to  engage  the. 
attention  of  the  enemy,  and  cover  the  burial  of  the  dead  and  the  re- 
moval of  the  wounded,  while  Jackson  proceeded  by  Sudley's  ford  to 
the  Little  River  turnpike,  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  and  intercept  his 
retreat  to  Washington.  Jackson's  progress  was  retatded  by  the*  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  and  the  fatigue  of  his  troops,  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  arduous  marches,  hail  fought  three  severe  engagements 
in  as  many  days.  He  reached  Little  River  turnpike'in  the  evening, 
and  the  next  day,  September  1st,  advanced  by  that  road  towards  Fair- 
fax Court  House.  The  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  was  falling  back  rapidly 
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towards  Washington,  and  had  thrown  out  a  strong  force  to  German- 
town,  on  the  Little  lliver  turnpike,  to  cover  his  line  of  retreat  frona 
Centreville.  The  advance  of  Jackson's. column  engountered  the  ene- 
my at  Ox  Hill,  near  Germantown,  about  five,  .P.  M.  Line  of  battle 
was  at  once  formed,  and  two  brigad(sof  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  those 
of  Branch  and  Field,  under-Colonel  Brockenbrough,  were  thrown  for- 
ward to  attack  the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  strength  and  pcfsition.  A 
cold  and  drenching  rain  storm  drove  in  the  faces  of  our  troops  as  they 
advaacetl  and  gallantly  engaged  the  enemy.  They  were  subsequently 
supported  by  the  brigades  of  Gregg,  Thomas-,  and  Pender  ;  ajso  of 
Hill's  division,  which,  with  part  of  Ewell's,  became  engaged.  The 
conflict  was  obstinately  maintained  by  the  enetuy  until  dark  when  he 
retreated,  having  lost  two  general  officers,  one  of  whom,  Major  Gen- 
eral Kearney,  was  left  dead  on  the  field.  Longstreet's  command  ar- 
rived after  th,c  action  was  over,  and  the  next  morning  it  was  found 
that  tliQ  enemy  had  conducted  his  retreat  bo  rapidly  that  the  attempt 
to  intercept  him  was  abandoned.  The  proximity  of  the  fortifications 
arou^nd  Alexandria  and  W^ashington,  rendered  further  pursuit  useless, 
and  our  army  rested  during  the  2nd,  near  Chantiily,  the  enemy  being 
followed  only  by  the  cavalry,  who  continued  to  'harass  him  until  he 
reached  the  shelter. of  his  entrenchments. 

In  the  series  of  engagements  on  the  plains  of  Ma.nassas,  m(fre  than 
eeven  thousand  prisoners  were  taken,  in  addition  to  about  two  thou- 
sand wounded  left  in  our  hands.  Thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  sta.nd  of  sm^ll  arms,  numerous  colors  and  a  large 
amount  of  stores,  besides  those  taken  by  General  Jackson  at  Manas- 
sas Junction,  were  captured. 

The  history  of  the  achievements  of  the  army  from  the  time  it  ad- 
vanced from  Gordonsville,  leaves  nothing  to  be  said  in  commendation 
of  the  courage,  fortitude  and  good  conduct  of  both  officers  a,nd  men. 
The  accompanying,  reports'  of  the  Medical  Director  will  show  the 
number  of  our  killed  and  wounded.  Among  them  Avill  be  found  the 
names  of  many  valuable  aild  distinguished  officers,  who  bravel^  and 
faithfully  discharged  their  duty,  and  with  the  gallant  ^Idiers  who 
fell  with  them,  have  nobly  deseryed  the  love  and  gratitude  of  their 
countrymen. 

The  reports  of  the  several  commanding  officers  must  necessarily  be, 
referred  to  for  the  names  of  those  whose  services  were  most  conspicu- 
ous. The  list  is  to*  long  for  enumeration  here.  During  all  these 
operations  the  cavalry,  under  General  Stuart,  consisting,  of  the  bri- 
gades of  Generals  Robertson  and  Fitzhugh  Lee,  rendered  must  impor- 
tant and  valuable  service.  It  guard*]  the  flanks  of  the  army,  pro- 
tec  texl  its  trains  and  gave  information  of  the  enemy's  movements. 
Besides  engaging  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  on  several  occasions,  with 
uniform  success, %,  detachment  under  the  gallant  and  lamented  Major 
Patrick,  assisted  by  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  under  Major  Pelham, 
effectually  protected  General  Jackson's  trains  against  a  body  of  the 
enemy  who  penecfated  to  his  rear  on  the  29th,  before  the  arrival  of 
General  Longstreet.  Towards  the  cjose  of  the  action  on  the  3l)th, 
General  Robertson,  with  the  second  Virginia  regiment,  under  Colonel 
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Munford,  supported  by  the  seventh  and  twelfth,  made  -a  brilliant 
charge  upon  a  brigade  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  .Colonel  Munford  lead- 
ing with  great  gallantry,  and  completely  routed  it.  Many  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  and  wounded,  more  than  three  hundred  prisoners  were 
captured,  and  the  remainder  pursued  beyond  Bull  run.  The  reports 
of  General  Stuart  and  the  officers  under  his  command,  as  well  as  that 
of  General  Jaclison,  are  referred  to  for  more  complete  details  of  these 
and  other  services  of  the  cavalry.  • 

Oaptuue  of  Harper's  Ferrv  and  Operations  in  Maryland. 

The  enemy  having  retired  to  the  protection  of  the  fortifications 
around  Washington  and  'Alexandria,  the  army  marched,  on  the  5d 
September,  towards  Leesburg. 

The  armies  of  Generals  McClellan  and  Pope,  had  now.  been  brought 
back  to  the  point  from  which  they  set  out  on  the  campaigns  of  the 
•spring  and  summer.  The  ejects  of  those  campaigns  had  been  frus- 
trated, and  the  designs  of  the  enemy  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
and  in  Western  Virginia,  thwarted  by  the  withdrawal  oT  the  main 
body  of  his  forces  from  thosa  regions. 

Northeastern  Virginia  was  freed- from  the  presence  of  Federal  sol- 
diers up  to  the  entrenchments  of  Washington,  and  soon  after  tlje  ar- 
rival of  the  army  at  Leesburg-,  information  was  received  that  the 
troops,  whi'ch  had  occupied  Winchecter,  had  retired  to  Harper's  Ferry 
and  Martinsburg. 

The  war  was  thus  transferred  from  the  interior  to  the  frontier,»and 
the  supplies  of  rich  and .  productive  districts  made  accessible  to  our 
army.  To  prolong  a  state  of  affairs,  in  every  way  desirable,  and  not  to 
permit  the- season*  for  active  operations  to  pass  without  endeavoring 
to  inflict  further  injury  upon  the  enemy,  the  best  course  appeared  to 
be  the  transfer  of  the  army  into  Maryland. 

Although  not  properly  equipped  for  invasion,  lacking  much  of  the 
material  oi  war,  and  feeble  in  transportation,  the  troops  poorly  pro- 
vided with  clothing,  .and  thousands  of  them'destitute  of  shoes,  it  was 
yet  believed  to  be  strong,  enough  to  d(^tain  the  enemy  upon  .the  north-" 
em  frontier,  untjl  the  approach  of  winter  should  render  his  advance 
into  Virginia  difficult,  if-  not  impracticable. 

•  The  condition  of  Maryland  encouraged,  the  belief  that  the  presence 
of  our  army,  however  inferior  to.  that  of  the  enemy,  w^uld  "induce 
the  Washington  Government  to  retafiit  all  its  available  force  to  pro- 
vide against  contingencies,  which  its  course  toward  the  people  of  that 
State  gave  it  reason  to  apprehend.  At  the  same  time  it  \Yas  hoped 
that-military  success  might  afford  us  an  opportunity  to  aid  the  citi- 
zens of  Maryland  in  any  efforts  they  might  be  disposed  to  make  to -re- 
cover their  liberty.  The  ..difficulties  that  surrounded  them  were  fully 
appreciated,  and  we  expected  to  derive  more  assistance  in  the  attain- 
ment of  our  object,  from  the  just  fears  of  the  Washiogton  Govern- 
ment, than  from  any  active  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
unless  success  should  enable  us  to  give  th-em  assurance  of  continued 
protection.'    Influenced  by  these  considerations,  the  army  was  put  in 
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motion,  D..  II.  Hill's  divi^non,  which  had  joined  us  on  the  2d,  being 
in  advance,  and,  between  the  4th  and  7th  of  September,  crossed  the 
Potomac  at  the  ford  near  Leesburg,  and  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fredericktown 

It  va?  decided  to  cross  the  Potomac  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  or- 
der, by  threatening  Washington  and  Baltimore,  to  cause  the  enemy 
to  ■withdra\y  from  the  south  bank,  where  his  presence  endangered  our 
communications  and  the  safety  of .  those  engaged  in  the  revoval  of 
oiir  wounded  and  the  -captured  property  from  the  late  battle  field. 
Having  accomplished  this  result,  it  was  proposed  to  move  the  army 
into  western  Maryland,  establish  our  communications  with  Hich- 
mond,  through  the  valley' of  the  Shenandoah,  and  by  threatening 
Pennsylvania,  induce  the  enemy  to  follow,  and  thus  draw  him  from 
his  base  of  supplies. 

It  had  been  supposed  that  the  advance  upon  Fredericktown  would 
lead  to  the  evacution  of  Martinsburg  and  Harper's  Ferry,  thus  open- 
ing the  line  of  communication  through  the  Valley.  This  not  having- 
occurred,^it  became  necessary  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  those  posi- 
tions beforef  concentrating  the  army  west  of  the  mountains. 

To  acconiplish  this  with  the  least  delay,  General  Jackson  was  di- 
rected to  proceed  with  his  coraraandto  Martinsburg,  and,  after  driving 
the  enemy  from  that  place,  to  move  down  the  south  side  of  the  Poto- 
mac «pon  Harper's  Ferry.  General  McLaws,  with  his  own  and  R. 
H.. Anderson's  divisions,  was  ordered  to  seize  Maryland  heights  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  and  Briga- 
dier^General  Walker  to  take  possession  ©f  Loudon  heights,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Shenandoah,  where  it  unites  with  the  Potomac.  These 
several  commands  were  directed,  after  reducing  Harper's  Feri-y  and 
clearing  the  Valley  of  the  enemy,  to  join  the  .rest  of  the  army  at 
Boonesboro'  or  Hagerstown. 

The  march  of  these  troo|^s  began  on  the  10th,  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  remainder  of  Longstrect's  command,  and  the  division  of  D. 
H.  Hill,  crossed  the  South  mountains  and  moved  towards  Boonesboro'. 
General  Stuart,  with  the  cavalry,  remained  east  of  the  mountains, 
to  observe  the  enemy  and  retard  his  advance. 

.  A  report  having  been  received  that  a  Federal  fc^rc^  was  approach- 
ing Hagerstown  ^from  the  direction  of  Chambersburg,  Longstreet 
continued  his  march  to  the  former  place,  in  order  to  secure  the  road 
leading- thence  to  Williamsport,  and  also  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
stores  which  were"  said  to  be.infll^gerstown".  He  arrived  at  that  place 
on  the  ]  1th,  General  Hill  halting  near  Boonsboro'  to  prevent  the  en^ 
emy  at  Harper's  Ferry  from  escaping  through  Pleasant  Valley,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  support  the  cavalry. 

The  advance  of  the  Federal  army  was  so  slow  at  the  time  we  left 
Fredericktown  as  to  justify  the  belief  that  the  reduction  of  Harper's 
Ferry  wuuld  be  accomplished  and  our  troops  concentrated  before  they 
would  be  called  upon  to. meet  it.  In  that  event  it  had  not  been  in- 
tended to  oppose  its  passage  through  the  South  mountains,  as  itwas 
desired  to  engage  it  as  far  as  possible  from  its  base. 

General  Jackson  marched  very  rapidly,  and,  crossing  the  Potomac 
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near  Williamsport,  on  the  1 1th,  sent  A.  P.  Hill's  division  directly  to 
Martinsburg  and  disposed  the  rest  of  the  command  to  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  westward.  On  his  approach  the  Federal  troops 
evacuated  "Martinsburg,  retiring  to  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  night  of 
the  llth,  and  Jachson  entered  the  former  place  on  the  12th,  capturing 
some  prisoners  and  abandoned,  stores.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  fol- 
lowing.day, his  leading  division,  under  General  A.  P.  Hill,  came  in 
sight  of  the  enemy,  strongly  entrenched  on  Bolivar  .heights,  in  rear 
of  Harper's  Ferry,  ^  Before  beginning  the  attack,  General  Jackson 
proceeded  to  put  himself  in  communication  with  the  co-operating 
forces  under  General  McLaws  and  Walker,  from  the  former  of  whom 
he  was  separated  by  the  Potomac,  and  from  the  latter  by  the  Shenan- 
doah.^ General  Walker  took  possession  of  Loudoun  heights  on  tho 
13th,  and  the  next  day  was  in  readiness  to  open  upon  Harper's  Ferry. 
Genoral  McLaws  encountered  more  opposition.  He  entered  Pleasant 
Valley  on  the  IJth.  On  the  12th  he  directed  General  Kershaw,  with 
•  his  own  and  Bark^dale's  brigade,  to  ascend  the  ridge  whose  southern 
■  extremity,  is  known  as  Maryland  heights  and  attack  the  enemy,  who 
occupied  that  position  with  infantry  and  artilkry,  protected  by  eir^ 
trenchuients.  He  disposed  the  rest  of  his  command  to  hold  the  roads 
leading  from  Harper's  Ferry  eastward  through  Weavertown,  and 
northward  from  Sandy  Hook;  guarding  the  pass  in  his  rear,  through 
which  he  had  entered  Pleasant  Valley,  with  the  brigades  of  Semmes 
and  Miihone. 

Owing  to  the  rugged  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  Kershaw  had 
to  o[>erato,  and  the  want  of  roa(iS,  he  was  compelled  to  use  infantry 
alone  Driving  in  the  advance  parties  of  the  enemy  on  the  summit 
of  tie  ridge  on  the  ISth,  he  assailed  the  works  the  next  day.  After 
a  spirited  contest  they  were  carried,  the  troops  engaged  in  their  de- 
fence 8}. iking  their  heavy  guns  and  retreating  to  Harper's  Ferry.  ,By 
half- past  four,  P.  M.,  Kershaw-  was  in  possession  of  Maryland 
hcigats.  On  the  14th  a  road  for  artillery  was  cut  along  the  ridge, 
and  at  two,  P.  M.,  four  guns  opened  upon  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
8id«  of  the  river,  and  the  investment  of  Harp^f's  Ferry  was  com- 
plete. 

In  the  meantime,  events  transpired  in  another  quarter  which 
threatened  to  interfere  with  the  reduction  of  the  place.  A  copy  of 
the  order  directing  the  movement  of  the  army  from  Fredericktown 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  General"  McClellan,  and 'disclosed  to  him 
the  disposition  of  our  forces.  He  immediately  began  to  push  forward 
rnpidly,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  was  reported  approaching 
the  pass  in  South  mountain  on  the  Boonesboro'  and  Fredericktown 
road.  The  cavalry,  under  General  Stuart,  fell  back  before  hini,  ma- 
terially impeding  his  progress  by  its  gallant  resistance  and  gaining 
time  for  preparations  to  oppose  his  advance. 

By  penetrating  the  mountains  at  this  point  he  would  reach  the 
rear  of  McLaws  and  be  enabled  to  relieve  the  garrison  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  To  prevent  this.  General  D.  H.  Hill  was  directed  to  guard 
the  Boonesboro'  gap  and  Longstreet  ordered  to  march  from  Ilagers- 
towik  to   his    support.     On   the  ISth,  General  Hill   sent   back  the 
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brigades  of  Garland  and  Colquitt  to  hold  the  pass  ;  but  subsequently 
ascertaining  that  the  enemy  was  near,  in  heavy  force,  he  ordered  up 
the  res-t  of  liis  division.  Early  on  tho  14th,  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy  attempted  to  force  its  way  to  the  rear  of  the  position  held  by 
Hill  by  a  road  south  of  the  Boonesboro'  and  Frederic^town  turnpike. 
The  attack  was  repulsed  by  Garland's  brigade  after  a  severe  conflict, 
in  which  that  brave  and  accomplished  young  officer- was  killed.  The 
remainder  of  the  division  arriving  shortly  afterwards,  Colquitt's  brig- 
ade was  disposed  across  the  turnpike  road  ;  that  of  G.  B.  Anderson, 
supported  by  Ripley,  was  placed  on  the  right,  aiid  Rodes  occupied  an 
important  position  on*the  left.  Garland's  brigade,  which  had  suffered 
heavily  in  the  first  attack,  was  withdrawn,  and  the  defence  of  the 
road  occupied  by  it  entrusted  to  Colonel  Rosser,  of  the  fifth  Virginia 
cavalry,  who  reported  to  General  Hill  with  "his  regiment  and  some 
artillery. 

The  small  command  of  General  Hill  repelled  the  repeated  assaults 
of  the  Federal  army,  and  held  it  in  check  for  five  hours.  Several 
attacks  on  the  centrS  were  gallantly  repulsed  by  Colquitt's  brigade, 
and  Rodesymaintained  his  position  against  heavy  odds  with  the  utmost 
tenacity.  Longstreet,  leaving  one  brigade  at  Hagerstown,  had  hur- 
ried to  the  assistance  of  Hill,  and  reached  the  scene  of  action 
between  three  and  four,  P.  M.  His  troops,  much  exhausted  by  a 
long,  rapid  march  and  the  heat  of  the  day,  were  disposed  on  both 
sides  of  the  turnpike.. 

General  D.  R.  Jones,  with  three  of  his  brigades,  those  of  Picketf 
(under  General  Gamett),  Kemper,  and  Jenkins  (under  Colonel 
Walker),  together  with  Evans'  brigade,  was  posted  along  the  moun- 
tain on  the  left;  General  Hood,  with  his  own  and  Whiting's  brigade, 
under  Colonel  Law,  Drayton's,  and  D.  R.  Jones',  under  Colonel  G. 
T.  Anderson,  on  the  right.  Batteries  had  been  placed  by  General 
Hill  in  such  positions  as  could  be.  found,  but  the-  ground  was  unfa- 
vorable for  the  use  of  artillery.  The  battle  continued  with  great 
animation  until  night.  On  the  south  of  the  turnpike  the  enemy  was 
driven  back  some  distance,  and  his  attack  on  the  centre  repulsed, with 
loss. 

His  great  superiority  of  numbers  enabled  him  to  eftend  beyond 
both  of  our 'flanks.  By  this  means  he  succeeded  in 'reaching  the 
summit  of  the  mountain,  beyond  our  left,  and  pressing  upon  us  heavily 
from  that  direction,  gradually  forced  our  troops  back  after  an  obstinate 
resistance.  Darkness  put  an  end'to  the  contest.  The  effort  to  force 
the  passage  of  the  mountains  had  failed,  but  it  [was  manifest  that, 
without  reinforcements,  we  could  not  hazard  a  renewal  of  the  engage- 
merit,  as  the  enemy  could  easily  turn  either  flank.  Information  was 
also  received  that  another  large  body  of  Federal  troops  had,  during 
the  afternoon,  forced  their  way  through  Crampton's  Gap,  only  five 
miles  in  rear  of  McLaws.  Under  these  circumsta»ces,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  retire  to  Sharpsburg,  where  w.e  would  be  upon  the  flank  and 
rear  of  the  enemy  should  he  move  against'  Mcliaws,  and  where  we 
could  more  readily  unite  with  the  rest  of  the  army. 

This  movercent  was  skillfully  «nd  efficiently  covered  by  the  c,avalry 
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brigade  of  General  Fitz.  Lee,  and  was  accomplished  Trithout  inter- 
ruption by  the  enenly,  jvho  did  not  appear  on  the  west  side  of  the 
pass  at  Boonsboro'  until  about  eight,  A.  M.,  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. . 

Tae  resistance  that  had  been  offered  to  the  enemy  at  Boonsboro' 
secured  sufficient  time  to  enable  General  Jackson  to  complete  the  re- 
duction of  Harper's  Ferry. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  1 4th,  when  he  found  that  the  troops  of  Walker 
and  McLaws  were  in  position  to  co-operate  in  the  attack,  he  ordered 
Gen'l  A.  P.  Hill  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank  and  enter  Harper's  Ferry. 
EwolTs  division,  under  General  Lawton,  was  ordered  to  support  Hill, 
while  Winder's  brigade  of  Jackson's  division,  under  Colonel  Grigsby, 
with  a  battery  of  artillery,  made  a  demonstration  on  the  enemy's 
right  near  the  Potomac.  The  rest  of  the  division  was  held  in  reserve. 
The  cavalry,  under  Major  Massie,  was  placed  on  the  extreme  left  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Grigsby  succeeded  in  get- 
ting possession  of  tfn  eminence  an  the  left,  upon  which  two  batteries 
were  advantogeously  posted.  General  A.  P.  Hill  observing  a-Jiill  on 
the  enemy's  extreme  left,  occupied  by  infantry  without  artillery  and 
protected  only  by  abattis  of  felled  timber,  directed  General  Pender 
with  his  own  brigade,  and  those  of  Archer  and  Colonel  Brockenbrough 
to  seize  the  crest,  which  was  done  with  slight  resistance.  At  the  same 
time  he  ordered  Generals  Branch  and  Gregg,  to  march  along  the 
Shenandoah,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  ravines  intersecting  its 
steep  banks,  to  establish  themselves  on  the  plain  to  the  left  and  rear 
of.  the  enemy's  works.  This  was  accomplished  during  the  night. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  chief  of  artillery  of  A.  P.  Hill's  divis- 
ion, placed  several  batteries  on  the  eminence  taken  by  General  Pen- 
der, and  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  General  Jackson's 
chief  of  artillery,  ten  guns,  belonging  to  Ewell's  division,  were  posted- 
•on  the  cast  side  of  the  Shenandoah,  so  as  to  enfilade  the  enemy's  en- 
trenchments on  Bolivar  heights,  and  take  his  nearest  and  most  form- 
idable works  in  reverse.  General  McLaws,  in  the  meantime,  made 
his  preparations  to  prevent  the  force  which  had  penetrated  at  Cramp- 
ton's  gap  from  coming  to  the  relief  of  the  garrison. 

This  pass  had  been  defended  by  the  brigade  of  |jreneral  Cobb,  sup- 
ported by  those  of  Semmes  and.  Mahone,  but  unable  to  oppose  suc- 
cessfully the  superior  numbers  brought  against  them,  they  had  been 
compelled  to  retire  with  loss.  The  enemy  halted  at  the  gap,  and, 
during  the  night,  General  McLaws  formed  his  command  in  Jine  of 
battle  across  Pleasant  Valley,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  Cramp- 
ton's,  leaving  one  regiment  to  support  the  artillery,  on  Maryland 
Heights,  and  two  brigades  on  each  of  the  roads  from  Harper's  Ferry. 

The  attack  on  the  garrison  began  at  dawn.  A  rapid  and  vigorous 
fire  was  opened  from  the  batteries  of  General.  Jackson  and  those  on 
Maryland  and  Loudoun  heights.  In  about  two  hours  the  garrisoDy 
consisting  of  more  than  eleven  thousand  mcQ,  surrendered.  Seventy- 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  about  thirteen  thousand  small  arms  and  a 
large  quantity  of  military,  stores  fell  into  our  hands. 

Leaving  General  A,  P.  BLill  to  receive  the  surrendei^of  the  Federal 
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• 
troops  and  secure  the  captured  property,  General  Jackson,  with  his 
two  other  divisions,  set  out  at  once  for  SharpsbuVg,  ordering  Generals 
McLaws  and  Walker  to  follow  without  delay. 

Official- information  of  the  fall  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  the  approach 
of  General  Jackson,  was  received  soon  after  the  commam's  of  Long- 
street  and  D.  H.  Hill  reached  Sharpsburg,  on  the  morning  of  the 
loth,  and  reanimated  the  courage  of  the  troops.  General  Jackson 
arrived  early  on  the  16th,  and  General  Walker  came  up  in  the  after- 
noon. 

The  presence  of  the  enemy  at  Crampton's  gap,  embarrassed  the 
movements  of  General  McLaws.  He  retained  the  position  taken 
during  the  night  of  the  14th,  to  oppose  an  advance  towards  Harper's 
Ferry  until  the  capitulation  of  that  place,  when,  finding  the  enemy 
indisposed  to  attack,  he  gradually  withdrew  his  command  towards  the 
Potomac.  Deeming  the  roads  to  Sharpsburg,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  impracticable,  he  resolved  to  cross  at  Harper's  Ferry  and 
march  by  way  of  Shepherdstown.  Owing  to  the  conditio,  of  his 
troops  and  other  circumstances,  his  progress  was  slow,  and  he  did  not 
reach  the  battle-field  at  Sharpsburg,  until  sometime  after  the  engage- 
jnent  of  the.  ITth  began. 

The  commands  of  Longstreet  and  D.  H.  Hill,  on  their  arrival  at 
Sharpsburg,  were  placed  in  position  along  the  range  of  hills  between 
the  town  and  the  Antietam,  nearly  parallel  to  the  course  of  that 
stream  ;  Longstreet,  on  the  right  of  the  road  to  Boonesboro',  and 
Hill  on  the  left.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  was  delayed  by  the  brave 
opposition  he  encountered  from  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry,  and  he  did  not 
appear  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Antietam  until  about  two,. P.  M. 
During  the  afternoon  the  batteries  on  each  side  were  slightly  engaged. 

On  the  I6th,  the  artillery  fire  became  warm  and  continued  through- 
out the  day.  The  enemy  crossed  the  Antietam  beyond  the  reach  of 
our  batteries  and  menaced  our  left.  In  anticipation  of  this  move^ 
ment,  Hood's  two  brigades  had. been  transferred  from  the  right  and 
posted  between  D.  H.  Hill  and  the  Hagerstown  road. 

Generfil  Jackson  was  now  directed  to  t;ike  position  on  Hood'sleft, 
and  formed  his  line  with  his  right  resting  upon  the  Hagerstown  road, 
and  his  left  ext^dirg  towards  the  Potomac,  protected  by  General 
Stuart  with  the  cavalry  and  horse  .artillery.  General  Walker,  with 
his  two  brigades,  was  stationed  on  Longstreet's  right. 

As  evening  approached,  the  enemy  opened  more  vigorously  with 
his  artillery,  and  bore  down  heavily  with  his  infantry  upon  Hood,  but 
the  attack  was  gallantly  repulsed.  At  ten,  P.  M.  Hood's  troops  were 
relieved  by  tjie  brigades  of  Lawton  and  Trimble,  of  Ewell's  division, 
commanded  by  General  Lawton.  Jackson's  own  division,  under  Gen- 
eral J.  R.  Jones,  was  on  Lawton's  left,  supported  by  the  remaining 
brigades  of  Ewell. 

At  early  dawn,  on -the  17th,  the  enemy's  artillery  opened' vigor- 
ously from  both  sides,  of  the  Antietam,  the  heaviest  fire  being 
directed  against  our  left.  Under  cover  of  this  fire,  a  large  force  of 
infantry  attacked  General  Jackson,  They  were  met  by  his  troops 
with  the  utrngBt  resolution,  and  for  several  hours  the  conflict  raged 
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with  great  fury  and  alternate  success.  General  J.  R.  Jones  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  tlie  field,  and  the  command  of  Jackson's  division  de- 
volved on  General  .Starke.  The  troops  advanced  "with"  great  spirit, 
and  the  enemy's  lines  were  repeatedly  broken,  and  forced  to  retire. 
Fresh  troops,  however,  soon  replaced  those  that  were  beaten,,  and 
Jackson's  men  were  in  turn  compelled  to  fall  back.  The  brave  Gen- 
eral Starke  wa-s  killed ;  General  Lawton  was  wounded,  and  nearly  all 
the  field  officers,  with- a  large  proportion  of  the  men,  killed  or  disa- 
bled. Our  troops  slowly  yielded  to  overwhelming  numbers,  and  fe^I 
back  obstinately  disputing  the  progress  of  the  enemy.  Ilood  .re- 
turned to  the  field,  and  relieved  the  brigades  of  Trimble,  Lawton  ani 
Hays  which  had  suffered  severely. 

General  Early,  who  succeeded  General  Lawton,  in  the  command,  of 
Ewell's  division,  was  ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  move  with  his 
•  brigade  to  take  the  place  of  Jackson's  division,  most  of  which  was 
withdrawn,  its  ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted,  and  its  numbers 
much  reduced.  A  small  part  of  the  division,  under  Colonels  Grigsby 
An(i  Stafford,  united  with  Early's  brigade,  as  did  portions  of  the  brig- 
ades of  Trimble,  Lawton  and  Hayes. 

The  battle  now   raged  with   great  violence  ;  the  small  coramands, 
under  Hood  and   Early,   holding   their   ground  against   many  times 
their  own  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  ar- 
tillery.    Hood  was   reinforced   by  the  brigades  of  Ripley,   Colquitt 
and    Garland,  under    Colonel  McRae,  of  D.   H.    Hill's   division,  and 
afterwards  by  D:  R.  Jones'  brigade,  under  Colonel  G.  T.    Anderson. 
The  enemy's  lines  were  broken  and  forced  back,  but  fresh  numbers 
advanced  to  their  support,  and  they  began  to  gain  ground.     The  des- 
perate resistance  they  encountered,  however,  delayed  their   progress 
until  the  troops  of  General   McLaws   arrived,  and   those  of  General 
Walker  could  be  brought  from   the  right.     Hood's   brigade,  greatly 
diminished   in    numbers,  withdrew    to    replenish   their   ammunition, 
their    supply    being    entirely    exhausted.     They    were    relieved    by 
Walker's  command,  who  immediately  attacked  the  enemy  vigorously, 
driving  him  back  with  great  slaughter.     Colonel  Manning,  command- 
ing Walker's  brigade,  pursued  until  he  was  stopped  by  a  strong  fence, 
behind  which  was  posted  a  large  force  of  infantry,  with   several  bat- 
teries.    The  gallant  Colonel  was  severely   wounded,  and  his  brigade 
retired  to  the 'line  on  which  the  rest  of  Walker's  command  had  halted. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  under  General  McLaws,  Gene- 
ral Early  attacked,  with  great  resolution,  the  large  force  opposed  to 
him.     McLaws  advanced  at  the  same  time,  and  the  enemy  weredrivea 
back  in  confusion,  closely  followed  by  our  troops,  beyond  the  position 
occupid  at  the  beginning  of  the  engagement. 

The  enemy  renewed  the  assault  on  our  left  several  times,  but  was 
repulsed  with  loss.  He  finally  ceased  to  advance  his  infantry,  and 
for  several  hours  kept  up  a  furious  fire  from  his  numerous  batteries, 
under  which  our  troops  held  their  position  with  great  coolness  and 
courage.  The  attack  on  our  left  was  speedily  followed  by  one  in 
heavy  force  on  the  centre  This  was  met  by  part  of  Walker's  divis- 
ion, and  the  brigades  of  G.  B.  Anderson  ai^d  Rodes,  of  D.  H.  Hill's 
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command,  assisted  by  a  few  pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy  wa3  re-- 
pulsed,  and  retired  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill  from  v?hich  they  kept  up 
i  desultory  fire. 

General  H.  H.  Anderson's  division  came  to  Hill's  support,  and 
formed  in  rear  of  his  line.  At  this  time,  by  a  mistake  of  orders, 
General  Rodes'  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  its  position  during  the 
temporary  absence  of  that  officer  at  another -part  of  the  field.  The 
;>,nemy  immediately  pressed  through  the  gap  thnis  created,  and  G.  B. 
J.aderson-'s  brigade  was  broken,  and  retired — General  Anderson  himself 
being  mortally  wounded.  Major  General  R.  H.  Anderson  and  Brigadier 
General  Wright,  were  also  wounded  and  borne  from  the  field. 

The  heavy  masses-  of  the  enemy  again  moved  forward,  being  op- 
posed only  by  four  pieces  of  artillery,  supported  by  a  few  hundreds 
of' men,  belonging  to  different  brigades,  rallied  by  General  D.  H, 
Hiil  and  other  officers,  and  parts  of  Walker's  and  R,  H.  Anderson's* 
oommands — Colonel  Cooke,  with  the  twenty-seventh  North  Carolina 
regiment, 'of  Walker's  brigade,  standing  boldly  in  line  without  a 
cartridge.  The  firm  front  presented  by  this  small  force,  and  .the 
well  directed  fire  of  the  artillery,  under  Captain  Miller  of  the  Wash- 
ington Artillery,  and  Captain  Boyce's  South  Carolina  battery,  checked 
the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  he 
retired.  Another  attack  was  made  soon  afterwards,  a  little  farther  to 
the  right,  but  was  repulsed  by  Miller's  guns,  which  continued  to  hold 
the  ground  until  the  close  of  the  engagement,  supported  by  a  part  of 
R.  II.  Anderson's  troops. . 

While  the  attack  on  the  centre  and  left  V7as  in  progress,  the  enemy 
made  repeated  efforts  to  force  the  passage  of  the  bridge  over  the  An- 
tietam,  opposite  the  right  wing  of  General  Longstreet,  commanded  by 
Brigadier  General  J).  R.  Jones.  This  bridge  was  defended  by  Gen- 
eral Toombs  with  two  regiments  of  his  brigade,  the  second  and 
tv/entieth  Georgia,  and  the  batteries  of  General  Jones.  General 
Toombs'  small  command  repulsed  five  different  assaults,  made  by  a 
greatly  superior  force  and  maintained  its  position  with  distinguished 
gallantry. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  began  to  extend  his  line  as  if  to  cross 
tho  Antietam  below  the  bridge,  and  at  four,  P.  M.,  Toombs  regiments 
retired  from  the  position  they  had  so  bravely  held.  The  enemy  im- 
mediately crossed  the  bridge  in  large  numbers  and  advanced  against 
General  Jones,  who  held  the  crest  with  less  than  two  thousand  men. 
After  a  determined  and  bravo  resistance,  he  was  forced  to  give  way 
and  the  enemy  gained  the  summit. 

General  A.  P.  Hill  had  arrived  from  Harper's  Ferry,  having  left 
that  place  at  half-past  seven,  A.  M.  He  was  now  ordered  to  reinforce 
General  Jones  and  moved  to  his  support  with  the  brigades  of  Archer, 
Branch,  Gregg  and  Pender,  the  last  of  whom  was  placed  on  the  right 
of  the  line,  and  the  other  three  advanced  and  attacked  the  enemy, 
now  flushed  with  success.  Hill's  batteries  were  thrown  forward  and 
united  their  fire  with  those  of  General  Jones',  and  one  of  D.  H.  Hill's 
al^o  opened,  with  good  effect,  from  the  left  of  the  Boonesboro'  road. 
The  progress  of  the  enemy  was  immediately  arrested,  and  his  line 
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began  to  waver.  At  this  moment  General  Jones  ordered  Toombs  to 
charge  the  flank,"  Avhile  Archer,  supported  by  Branch  and  Gregg, 
moved  upon  the  front  of  the  Federal  line.  The  enemy  made  a  brief 
resistance,  then  broke  and  retreated  in  confusion  towards  the  Antie- 
tam,  pursued  by  the  troops  of  Hill  and  Jones,  until  he  reached  the 
protection  of  the  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

In  this  attack,  the  brave  and  lamented  Brigadier  General- L.  O'B. 
Pranch  was  killed,  gallantly  leading  his  brigade. 

It  was  now  nearly  dark,  and  the  enemy  had  massed  a  number  of 
batteries  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  the  Antietam,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  which  the  corps  of  General  Porter,  which  had  not  been  en- 
gaged, now  appeared  to  dispute  our  advance.  Our  troops  were  much 
exhausted  and  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  by  fatigue  and  the  casual- 
ties of  battle.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  deemed  injudicious 
to  push  our  advantage  further,  in  the  face  of  fresh  troops  of  the 
enemy  much  exceeding  the  number  of  our  own.  They  were  accord- 
ingly recalled  and  formed  on  the  line  originally  held  by  General  Jones. 

While  the  attack  on  our  centre  wos  progressing,  General  Jackson 
had  been  directed  to  endeavor  to  turn  the  enemy's  right,  but  found  it 
extending  nearly  to  the  Potomac  and  so  strongly  defended  with  artil- 
lery that  the  attempt  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  repulse  on  the  right  ended  the  engagement,  and,  after  a  pro- 
tracted and  sanguinary  conflict,  every  effort  of  the  enemy  to  dislodge 
us  from  our  position  had  been  defeated  with  severe  loss. 

The  arduous  service  in  which  our  troops  had  been  engaged,  Iheir 
great  privations  of  rest  and  food,  and  the  long  marches,  without  shoes, 
over  mountain  roads,  had  greatly  reduced  our  ranks  before  the  action 
began.  These  causes  kad  compelled  thousands  of  brave  men  to  absent 
themselves,  and  many  more  had  done  so  from  unworthy  motives. 
This  great  battle  was  fought  by  less"  than  forty  thousand  men  on  our 
side,  all  of  whom  had  undergone  the  greatest  labors  and  hardships  in 
the  field  and  on  the  march.  Nothing  ^ould  surpass  the  determined 
valor  with  which  they  met  the  large  arm}'  of  the  enemy,  fully  sup- 
plied and  equipped,  and  the  result  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the 
oflicers  and  men  engaged.  Our  artillery,  though  much  inferior  to 
that  of  the  enemy  in  the  number  of  guns  and  weight  of  metal,  ren- 
dered most  efficient  and  gallant  service  througiiout  the  day,  and 
contributed  greatly  to  the  repulse  of  the  attacks  on  -every  part  of  the 
line. 

General  Stuart,  with  the  cavalry  and  horse  artillery,  performed  the 
duty  entrusted  to  him,  of  guarding  our  left  wing,  with  great  energy 
and  courage,  and  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  defeating  the  attack 
on  that  part  of  our  line. 

On  the  18th  we  occupied  the  position  of  the  preceding  day,  except 
in  the  centre,  where  our  line  was  drawn  in  about  two  hundred  yards. 
Our  ranks  -tvere  increased  by  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  troops,  who 
had  not  been  engageil  the  day  before,  and,  though  still  too  weak  to'' 
assume  the  offensive,  we  awaited  without  apprehension  a  renewal  of 
the  attack.  • 

The  day  passed  without  any  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  ene- 
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my,  who,  from  the  reports  received,  was  expectjng  the  arrival  of 
reinforcements.  As  we  could  not  look  for  a  material  increase  of 
strength,  and  the  enemy's  force  could  be  largely  and  rapidly  aug- 
mented, it  was  not  thought  prudent  to  wait  until  he  should  be  ready 
again  to  offer  battle.  During  the  night  of  the  18th,  the  army  was 
accordingly  withdrawn  to  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac,  crossing 
near  Shepherdstown,  without  loss  or  molestation         ^ 

The  enemy  advanced  the  next  morning,  but  was  held  in  check  by 
General  Fitzhugh  Lee  with  his  cavalry,  who  covered  our  movement 
with  boldness  and  success.  General  Stuart,  with  the  main  body, 
crossed  the  Potomac  above  Shepherdstown  and  moved  up  the  river. 
The  next  day  he  recrossed  at  Williamsport,,  and  took  position  to 
♦operate  upon  the  right  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  should  he  attempt  to 
follow  us. 

After  the  aijmy  had  safely  reached  the  Virginia  shore,  with  such  of 
the  wounded  as  could  be  removed  and  all  its  trains,  General  Porters 
corps,  with  a  number  of  batteries  and  some  cavalry,  appeared  on  the 
opposite  side. 

General  Pendleton  was  left  to  guard  the  ford  with  the  reserve  artil- 
lery and  about  six  hundred  infantry.  Thai  night  the  6nemy  crossed 
the  river  above  General  Pendleton's  position,  and  hig  infantry  sup- 
port giving  way,  four  of  his  guns  were  taken.  A  considerable  force 
took  position  on  the  right  bank  under  cover  of  their  artillery,  on  the 
commanding  hills  on  the  opposite  side.  The  next  morning  General 
A.  P.  Hill  was  ordered  to  return  with  his  division  and  dislodge  them. 
Advancing  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  the  three  brigades  of 
Gregg,  Pender,  an.d  Archer,  attacked  the  enemy  vigorously  and  drove 
him  over  the  river  with  heavy  loss. 

The  condition  of  our  troops  now  demanded  repose,  and  the  army 
marched  to  the  Opequan,  near  Martinsburg,  where  it  remained  several 
days,  and  then  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Bunker  Hill  and  Winchester. 

The  enemy  seemed  to  be  concentrating  in  and  near  Harper's  Ferry, 
but  made  no  forward  movement.  During  this  time  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  was  destroyed  for  several  miles,  and  that  from  Winches- 
ter to  Harper's  Ferry  broken  up,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
latter  place,  in  order  to  render  the  occupation  of  the  Valley  by  the 
enemy  after  our  withdrawal  more  difficult. 

On  the  18th  October,  General  Stuart  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Po- 
tomac above  Williamsport,  with  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  cavalry, 
and  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  position  and  designs  of  the  enemy.  He 
■was  directed,  if  practicable,  to  enter  Pennsylvania  and  do  all  in  his 
power  to  impede  and  embarrass  the  military  operations  of  the  enemy. 
This  order  was  executed  with  skill,  address,  and  courage.  General 
Stuart  passed  ^  through  Maryland,  occupied  Chambersburg,  and 
destroyed  a  large  amount  of  public  property,  making  the  entire  cir- 
^  cuit  of  General  McClellan's  army,  he  recrossed  the  PStomac  below 
Harper's  Ferry  without  loss. 

The  enemy  soon  afterwards  crossed  the  Potomac  east  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  ^advanced  southward,  seizing  the  passes  of  the 
mountains  as   he   progressed.     General  Jackson's  corps  was  ordered 
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to  take  position  on  the  road  between  Berryville  and  Charlestown,  to 
be  j)repared  to  oppose  an  advance  from  Harper's  Ferry,  or  a  move- 
ment into  the  Shenandoah  Valley  from  the  east  side  of  the  mountains, 
while  at  the  same. time  he  would  threaten  the  flank  of  the  enemy 
should  he  continue  his  march  along  the  eastern  base  of  the  Blue 
Ridge.  One  division  of.  Longstreet's  corps  was  sent  to  the  vicinity 
of  Upperville  to  observe  the  enemy's  movements  in  front. 

Abou!  the  last  of  October,  the  Federal  army  began  to  incline  east- 
wardly  from  the  mountains,  moving  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton. 
As  soon  as  this  intention  developed  itself,  Longstreet's  corps  was 
moved  across  the  Blue' Ridge,  and,  about  the  3d*  of  November,  took 
position  at  Culpeper  Court-IIouse,  while  Jackson  advanced  one  of 
his  divisions  to  the  east  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  * 

The  enemy  gradually  concentrated  about  AVarrenton,  his  cavalry 
being  thrown  forward  be3-ond  the  Rappahannock,  in  the  direction  of 
Culpeper  Court-IIouse,  and  occasionally  skirmishing  with  our. own, 
which  was  closely  observing  his  movements. 

This  situation  of  affairs  continued  without  material  change  until 
about  the  middle  of  November,  when  the  movements  began,  which 
resulted  in  the  winter  campaign  on  the  lower  Rappahannock. 

The  acccmpanying  return  of  the  Medical  Director  will  show  t&e 
extent  of  our  losses  in  the  engagements  mentioned. 

The  reports  of  the  different  commanding  officers  must  of  necessity 
be  referred  to  for  the  details  of  these  operations. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  'the  names  of 
those  brave  officer^  and  men, ,  who  are  particularly  mentioned  fcfr 
courage  and  good  conduct  by  their  commanders.  The  limit  of  this 
report  will  not  permit  me  to  do  more  than  renew  the  expression  of 
my  admiration  for  the  valor,  that  shrunk  from  no  peril,  and  the  forti- 
tude that  endured -every  privation  without  a  murmur. 

I  must  also,  refer  to  the  report  of  General  Stuart  for  the  particulars 
of  the  services  rendered  by  the  cavalry,  besides  those  to  which  I  have 
alluded.  It/^  vigilance,  activity,  and  courage  were  conspicuous  and 
to  its  assisltmce  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  the  success*  of  some  of 
the  most  important  and  delicate  operations  of  the  campaign. 

Movements  on  the  Line  of  the   Rappahannock,,  and   Battle    at 
Fredericksburg,  December  13th,  1862. 

On  the  15th  November,  it  was  known  that  the  enemy  was  in  motion 
towards  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  and  one  regiment  of 
infantry,  with  a  battery  of  light  artillery,  was  sent  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
rison at  Fredericksburg.  On  the  17th,  it  was  ascertained  that  Sum- 
ner's corps  had  marched  from  Catlett's  Station,  in -the  direction  of 
Falmouth,  and  information  was  also  received  that,  on  the  ]5th,  some 
Federal  gunboats  and  transports  had  entered  Acquia  creek.  This 
looked  as  if  Fredericksburg  was  again  to  \)e  occupied,  and  McLaws' 
and  Ransom's  divisions,  accompanied  by  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  brigaJe.of 
cavalry  and  Lane's  battery,  were  ordered  to  proceed-  to  tfiat  city. 
To  ascertain  more  fully  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  General  Stuart 
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18th.  he  forced  a  passage  at  Warrenton  Springs,  in  the  face  of  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  guarding  the  ford,  and 
reached  Warrenton  soon  after  the   last  of  the   enemy's  column  had 
left.     The  information  he   obtained  confirmed  the  "previous  reports, 
and  it  was  clear  that  the  whole  Federal  army,  under  Major  General 
Burnside.was  moving  towards  Fredericksburg.  On  the  morning  of  the 
the  ]  9th,  therefore,  the  remainder  of  Longstreet's  corps  was  plit  in  mo- 
tion for  that  point.     The  advance  of  General  Sumner  reached  Falmouth 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  and  attempted  to  cross  the  Rappahannock,- 
but  was  driven  back  by  Colonel  Ball,  with  the  fifteenth  Virginia  cav- 
alry, four  companies  of  Mississippi  infantry  and  Lewis'  light  battery. 
On  the  21st,  it  became  apparent  that  General  Burnside  was  concen- 
trating his  whole  army  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  On  the 
same  day,  Gen'l  Sumner  summoned  the  corporate  authorities  of  Fred- 
ericksburg to  surrender  the  place  by  five,  P.  M.,  and  threatened,  in  case 
of  refusal,  to  bombard  the  city  at  nine  o'clock,  next  morning.  The  weather 
had  been  tempestuous  for  two  days,  and  a  storm  was  raging  at  the  time 
of  the  summons.     It  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
threat  to  J^hell  the  city,  as  it  was  completely  exposed  to  the  batteries 
o"h  the  Stafford  hills,  which  were  beyond  our  reach.   The  city  authori- 
ties were  informed  that  while  our  forces  would  not  use  the  place  for 
militarj^  purposes,  its  occupation  by  the  enemy  would  be  resisted,  and 
directions  were  given  for  the  removal  of  the  women   and  children  as' 
rapidly  as  possible.     The  threatened  bombardment  did  not  take  place; 
but  in  view  of  the  imminence  of  a  collision  between  the  two  armies 
the  inhabitants  were  advised  to  leave  the  city,  and  almost  the  entire 
population,  without  a  murmur,  abandoned  their  homes.     History  pre- 
sents no  instance  of  a  people  exhibiting  a  purer  and  more  unselfish 
patriotism,    or   a  higher   spirit   of  fortitude   and  -courage,   than  was 
evinced  by  the  citizens  of  Fredericksburg.     They  cheerfully  incurred 
great  hardships   and   privations,   and   surrendered   their   homes   and 
property  to  destruction  rather  than  yield   them  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemies   of  their  country.     General  Burnside  now  commenced  his 
preparations  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Rappahannock  and   advance 
upon  Ptichmond.     When  his  army  first  began  to  move  towards  Fred- 
ericksburg, General  Jackson,  in  pursuance   of  instructions,  crossed 
the  Blue  Ridge,  and  placed  his  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  Orange  Court- 
House,  to  enable  him  more  promptly  to  co-operate  with  Longstreet* 
About  the  26th  November,  he  was  directed  to  advance  towards  Fred- 
ericksburg, and,  as  some  Federal  gunboats  had  appeared  in  the  river, 
at  Port  Royal,  and  it  was  possible  that  an  attempt  might  be  made  to 
■cross  in  that  vicinity,  D.  H.  Hill's   division  was  stationed  near  that 
place,  and  the  rest  of  Jackson's  corps  so  disposed,  a?  to  support  Hill 
or  Longstreet,  as  occasion  might  require.     The  fords  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock above  Fredericksburg  were  closely  guarded  by  our  cavalry, 
and  the  brigade  of  General  W.   H.   F.  Lee,  was  stationed  nea'r  Port 
R/5yal  to  watch  the  driver  above  and  below.     On  the   28th,  General 
Hampfon,  guarding  the  upper  Rappahannock,  crossed  to  make  a  rc- 
connoiSance  on  the  enemy's  right,  and,  proceeding  as  far  as  Dumfries 
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and  Occoquan,  encountered  and  dispevsed  his  cavalry,  capturing  two 
squadrons  and  a  number  of  ^vngon<?.  About  the  same  time,  some  dis- 
mounted men  of  Beale's  regiment,  Lee's  brigade,  crossed  in  boats 
below  Port  Royal,  to  observe  the  enfray's  left,  and  took  a  number  of 
prisoners.  (Jn  the  5th  December.  General  D.  H.  Hill,  vith  some  ol 
his  field  guns,  assisted  by*Major  Pelham,  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery, 
attacked  the  gunboats  at  Port  Royal,  and  caused  them  to  retire. 
With  these  exceptions,  no  important  movement  took  place,  but  it  be- 
came evident  that  the  advance  of  the  enemy  would  not  1)C  long  delayed 
The  interval  was  employed  in  strengthening  our  lines,  extending  from 
the  river  about  a  mil'e  and  a  half  above  Fredericksburg  aloixg  the 
range  of  hill?  in  the  rear  of  the  city  to  the  Richmond  railroad.  As 
these  hills  were  commanded  by  the  opposite  heights,  in  posses -ion  oi, 
the  enemy,  earth  works  were  constructed  upon  their  crest,  at  the 
most  eligible  positions  for  artillery.  These  positions  were  judiciously 
chosen  and  fortified,  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier  General  Pen- 
dleton, chief  of  artillery,  Cclonel  Cabell,  of  McLaws'  division,  Col- 
onel E.  P.  Alexander,  and  Captain  S.  R.  Johnson,  of  the  engineers. 
To  prevent  gunboats  from  ascending  the  river  a  battery,  protected  by 
entrenchments,  was  placed  on  the  bank,  about  four  miloa  below  the 
"city,  in  an  excellent  position,  selected  by  my  aid-dc-canip,  Major 
Talcott  The  plain  of  Fredericksburg  is  so  completely  commanded 
by  the  Stafford  heights,  that  no  efFectaP  opposition  could  be  made  to 
the  construction  of  bridges  or  ih'e  passage  of  the  river,  without  ex- 
posing our  troops  to  the  destructive  fire  of  the  numerous  batteries 
of  the  enem}-.  At  the  same  time,  the  narrowness  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, its  winding  course  and  deep  bed,  prevented  opportunities  for 
laying  down  bridges  at  points  secure  from  the  fire  of  our  artillery. 
-Our  position  was,  therefore,  selected  with  a  view  to  resist  the  enemy's 
advance  after  crossing,  and  the  river  was  guarded  only  by  a  force 
sufficient  to  impede  his  movements  until  the  army  cou!d*l)e  concen- 
trated. 

Before  da.wn,  on  the  llth  December,  our  signal  guns  announced* 
that  the  enemy  was  in  motion.  About,  two,  A  M.,  he  «omraenced 
preparations  to  throw  two  bridges  over  the  Rappahannock,  opposite 
Fredericksburg,  and  one  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  below,  near  the 
mouth  of  Deep  Run.  Two  regiments  of  Barksdale's  brigade,  IMcLaws' 
division,  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  Mississippi,  guarded  these 
•points,  the  former  assisted  by  the  eighth  Florida;  of  Anderson'? 
division,  being  at  the  upper.  The  rest  of  the  brigade,  with  the  third 
Georgia  regiment,  also  of  Anderson's  division,  was  held  in  reserve  in 
the  city.  From  daybreak  until  four,  P.  M.,  the  troops,  sheltered  be- 
hind the  houses  on  the  river  bank,  repelled  the  repeated  eftbrts  of  tlje 
enemy  to  lay  his  bridges  opposite  the  town,  driving  back  his  working 
parties,  and  their  supports,  with  great  sla-ughter.  At  the  lower  point 
where  there  was  no  such  protection,  the  enemy  was  successfully  re- 
eistert.  until  nearly  noon,  when,  being  greatly  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
batteries  on  the  opposite  heights,  and  a  superior  force  of  infantry  on 
the  river  banks,  our  troops  were  withdrawn,  and  about  one,  P.  M., 
the  bridge  was  completed.     Soon  afterwards  one  hundted  <ind  fifty 
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pieces  of  artillery  opened  a  furious  fire  upon  the  city,  causing  our 
troops  to  retire  from  the  river  bank,  about  'four,  P..  M.  The  enemy 
then  crossed  in  boats,  and  proceeded  rapidly  to  lay  down  the  bridges. 
His  advance  into  the  town  was  bravely  resisted  until  dark,  when  our 
troops  were  recalled,  the  necessary  time  for  concentrati(?n  haying  been 
gained.  ♦ 

During  the  night  and  the   succeeding  day,  the  enemy  crossed  in 
large  numbers  at  and  below  the  town,  secured  from  material  interrup- 
tion by  a  dense  fog.     Our  artillery   could  only  be  used  with  effect 
when  the  occasional  clearing  of  the  mist  rendered  his  columns  visible. 
His  batteries,  on  the  Stafford  heights,  fired  at  intervals  upon  our  posi- 
tion. Longstreet's  corps  constituted  our  left-,  with  Anderson's  division 
resting  upon  the  river,  and  those  of  McLaws,  Pickett,  and  Hood  ex- 
'  temling  to  the  right,  in  the,order  named.  Ransom's  division  supported 
the  batteries  on  Marye's  and  Willis'  hills,  at  the  foot  of  which  Cobb's 
brigade,  of  McLaws'  division,  and  the  twenty. fourth  North  Carolina, 
of  Ransom's  brigade,  were  stationed,  protected  by  a  stone-wall.    The 
immediate  care  of  this  point  was  committed  to  General  Ransom.    The 
Vv^ashington  Artillery,  under  Colonel  Yv'alton,  occupied  the  redoubts 
on  the  crest  of  Marye's  hill,  and  those  on  the  heights  to  the  right  and 
left,  were  held  by  part  of  the  reserve  artillery,  Colonel  E.   P.   Alex- 
ander's battalion,  and  'the  division  batteries  of  Anderson,  Ransom, 
and  McLaws..    A.  P.  Hill,  of  Jackson's  corps,   was  posted  between 
Kood's  right  and  Hamilton's  Crossing,, on  the  railroad.     His  front  line, 
consisting  of  the  brigades  of  Pender,  Lane,  and  Archer,  occupied  the 
edge  of  a  wood.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  with  fourteen   pieces, 
of  artillery,  was  posted  near  the  right,  supported  by  tlie  fortieth  and 
thirty-fifth   Virginia  regiments,  of  Field's  brigade,  commanded    by 
(Colonel  Brockenbrough.     Lane's  brigade,  thrown  forward  in  advance 
of  the  general  line,  held  the  vfoods,  which  here  projected  into  the  open 
ground.     Jhomas'  brigade  was  stationed  behind  the  interval. between 
i.ane  and  Pender,  and  Gregg's  in  rear  of  that,  between  Lane  and  Archer. 
.  These  two  brigades,   with   the   forty-seventh   Virginia  regiment  and 
twenty-segond    Virginia   battalion,    of   Field's    brigade,    constituted 
(leneral  Hill's  reserve.     Early's  and  Taliaferro's   divisions  composed 
Jackson's  second  line — D.  H,  Hill's  division  his  reserve.   His  artillery 
was  distributed  along  his  line  in  the  most  eligible  positions  so  as  to 
command  the  open  ground  in  front.     General  Stuart,  with  two  brig- 
ades of  cavalry  and  his  horse  artillery,  occupied  the  plain  on  Jackson's 
riglii,  extending  to  Massaponax. creek. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  plain  on  which  the  Federal  army 
lay  was  still  enveloped  in  fog,  making  it  impossible  to  discern  its  ope- 
rations. At  an  early  hour,  the  batteries  on  the  heights  of  Stafford 
began  tjp  play  upon  Longstreet's  position.  Shortly  after  nine,  A.  M., 
the  partial  rising  of  the  mist  disclosed  a  large  force  moving  in  line  of 
battle  against  .Jackson.  Dense  masses  appeared  in  front  of  A.  P. 
Kill,  stretching  far  up  the  river,  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg. 
As  they  advanced.  Major  Pelham,  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  who  was 
stationed  near  the  Port  Royal  road  with  one  section,  opened  a  rapid  and 
well  directet^  enfilade  fire,  which  arrested  their  progress.     Four  bat- 
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teries  immecliatelY  turned  upon  hyn,  but  he  sustained  their  heavy  fire 
■with  the  unflinching  courage  that  ever  distinguished  him,  Upo*h  his 
withdrawal,  the  enemy  extended  his  left  down  the  Port  Royal  road, 
and  his  numerous  batteries  opened  with  vigor  upon  Jackson's  line. 
Eliciting  no  response,  his  infantry  moved  forward  to  seize  the  position 
occupied  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker.  The  latter  reserving  his 
fire  until  thei^  line  had  approached  within  less  than  eight  hundred 
yardsy,  opened  upon  it  with  such  destructivo  effect  as  to  cause  it  to 
waver,  and  soon  to  retreat  in  confusion. 

About  one,  P.  M.,  the  main  attack  on  the  right  began  by  a  furious 
cannonade,  under  cover  of  whicfc  three  compact  lines  of  infantry  ad- 
vanced against  Hill's  front.  They  were  received  as  before  by.  our 
batteries,  by  whose  fire  they  were  momentarily  checked,  but  soon  re- 
covering, they  pressed  forward,  un-til  coming  within  range  of  our 
infantry,  the  contest  became*  fierce  and  bloody.  Archer  and  Lane 
repulsed  those  portions  of  the. line  immediately  in  front  of  them  ;  but 
before  the  interval  between  these  commands  could  be  closed,  the  enemy 
pressed  through  in  overwhelming  numbers,  and  turned  the  left  of 
Archer  and  the  right  of  Lane.  Attacked  in  front  and  Hank,  two  regi- 
ments of  the  former  and  the  brigade  of  the  latter,  after  a  brave  and 
obstinate  resistance,  gave  way.  Archer  held  his  line  with  the  first 
Tennessee,  and,  with  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  assisted  by  the  forty- 
seventh  Virginia  regiment  and  the  twenty-second  Virginia  battalion, 
continued  the  struggle  until  the«arrival  of  reinforcements,  Thomas 
came  gallantly  to  the  relief  of  Lane,  and,  joined  by  the  seventh  and 
part  of  the  eighteenth  North  Carolina,  of  that  brigade,  repulsed  the 
column  that  had  broken  Lane's  line,  and  drove  it  back  to  the  railroad. 
In  the  meantime,  a  large  force  had  penetrated  the  wood  as  far  as  Hill's 
reserve,  and  encountered  Gregg's  brigade.  The  attack  was  so  sudden 
and  unexpected  that  Orr's  rifles,  mistaking  the  enemy  for  our  own 
troops  retiring,  were  thrown  into  confusion.  While  in  the  act  of  ral- 
lying them,  that  brave  soldier  and  true  patriot,  Brigadier  General 
Maxey  Gregg  fell,  mortally  wounded.  Colonel  Hamilton,  upon  whom 
the  command  devolved,  with  the  four  remaining  regimcii^s  of  the 
brtgade  and  one  company  of  the  rifles,  met  the  enemy  firmly  and 
checked  Ijis  further  progress.  The  second  line  was  advancing  to  the 
support  of  the  first.  Lawton's  brigade,  of  Early's  division,  under 
Colonel  Atkinson,  first  encountered  the  enemy,  quickly  followed  on 
the  right  and  left  by  the  brigades  of  Trimble,  under  Colonel  Hoke, 
and  Early,  under  Colonel  Walker.  Taliaferro's  division  moved  for- 
ward at  the  same  time  on  J^arly's  left,  and  his  right  regiment,  the 
second  Virginia,  belonging  to  Paxton's  brigade,  joined  in 'the  attack. 
The  contest  in  the  woods  wa^*  short  and  deciaive.  The  enemy  was 
quickly  routed  and  driven  out  with  loss,  and,  though  largely  reinforced, 
he  was  forced  back,  and  pursued  to  the  shelter  of  the  railroad  embank- 
ment. Here  he  was  gallantly  charge<l  by  the  brigades  of  Hoke  and 
Atkinson,  and  driven  across  the  plain  to  his  batteries.  Atkinson,  con- 
tinuing the  pursuit  too  far,  his  flank  became  exposed,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  &  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  was  directed  against  his 
front.     Its  ammunition  becoming  exhausted,  and  Colonel  ^tkinson 
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being    severely,    and    Captain    Lawton,    adjutant    general,    mortally 
woumied,  the  brigade  wgs  compelled  to  fall  back   to  the  main  body, 
now  occupying  o'ur  original  line  of  battle,  with  detachments  thrown 
forward  to  the  railroad.     The  attack  on  HilFs   left  was   repulsed  by 
the  artillery  on  that  part  of  the  line,  against  which  the  enemy  directed 
a  hot  fire  from  twenty-four  guns.       One  brigade   advanced    up   Deep 
run',  sheltered  by  its  banks  from  our  batteries,  but  wat  charged  and 
put  to  flight  by  the  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  of  Pender's  brigade,  as- 
sisted by  the  fifty-fourth  and  fifty-seventh  North    Carolina,  of  Law's 
brigade,  Hood's  division.      The  repulse  of  the  enemy  on  our  right  wa;} 
decisive,  and  the  attack  was  not  renewed,  but  his  batteries  kept  up  an 
active  fire  at  intervals,  and  sharpshooters  skirmished  along  the  front 
during  the  rest  of  the  afternoon.     While  these  events  were  transpir- 
ing on  our  right,  the  enemy,  in.  formidable   numbers,  made  repeated 
and  desperate  assaults  upon  the  left  of  our  line.       About  eleven,  A. 
M.,  having  massed  his  troops,  under  cover  of  the   houses  of  Fi'eder- 
icksburg,  he  moved  forward  in  strong  columns  to  seize  Marye's  and 
Willis'  hills.     General  Ransom  advanced  Cook's  brigade  to  the  top  of 
the  hill,  and  placed  his  own,  with  the-  exception  of  the  twenty-fourth 
North  Carolina,  a  short  distance  in  the  rear.    'All  the  batteries  on  the 
Stafford  heights  directed  their  fire  upon  the  positions  occupied  by  our 
artillery,  with  a  view  to  silence  it,,  and  cover  the  movement  of  the 
infantry.     Without  replying  to  this  furious  cannonade,  our  batteries 
poured  a  rapid  and  destructive  fire  into  the  dense  lines  of  the  enemy 
as  they  advanced   to  the  attack,  frequently  breaking  their  ranks,  and 
forcing  them  to  retreat  to  the  shelter  of  the   houses.      Six   times  did 
the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the  havoc  caused  by  our  batteries,  press 
on  with  great  determination,  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  foot 
of  the  hill;  but  here  encountering  thedeadly  fire  of  our  infantry,  his 
columns  were  broken,  and  fled  in  confusion  to  the  town.     In  the  third 
assault,  the  brave  and  lamented  Brigadier  General  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb 
fell  at  the  head  of  his  gallant  troops,  and  almost  at  the  same  moment 
Brigadier  General  Cook  vi^as  borne  from  the  field,  severely  wounded. 
Fearing  that  Cobb's  brigade  might  exhaust  its  ammunition.  General 
Longstreet  had  directed  General  Kershaw  to  take  two  regiments  to  its 
support.     Arriving  after  the  fall  of  General  Cobb,  he  assumed  com- 
mand, his  troops  taking  position  on  the  crest  and   at  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  to  Avhich  point  General  Ransom  also  advanced  three  other  regi- 
ments.    The  Washington  Artillery,  which  had  sustained  the  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  infantry  with  unshaken   steadiness,    and  contributed 
much  to  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  having  exhausted  its  ammunition, 
v/as  relieved  about  four,  P.  M.,  by  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion.     The 
latter  occupied  the  position  during  the,  rest  of  the  engagement,  and 
by  its  well  directed  fire,  rendei'ed  great  assistance   in  repelling  the 
assaults  made  in  the  afternoon,   the   last   of  which   occurred   shortly 
before  dark.     This  effort  met  the  fate  of  those  that   preceded  it,  and 
when  night  clo.sed  in,  the  shattered  masses  of  the  enemy  had  dpsap- 
peared  in  the  town,  le^^ving  the  field  covered  with  dead  and  wounded, 
Anderson's  division  supported  the  batteries  on  Longstrect's  left,  and 
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though  not  engaged,  was  exposed  throughout  the  day  to  a  hot  artil- 
lery fire,  which  it  sustained  with  steady  courage. 

Durfng  the  night,  our  lines  were  strengthened  by  the  construction 
of  earth  Vtorks  at  exposed  points,  and  preparations  raa'd^  to  receive 
the  enemy  next  day.  The  14th,  however,  passed  without  a  renewal 
of  the  attack.  The  enemy's  batteries  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
played  upon  our  lines  at  intervals,  our  own  firing  but  little.  The 
sharpshooters  on  each  side  skirmished   occasionally  along  the  front. 

On  the  15th,  the  enemy  still  retained  his  position,  apparently 
ready  for  battle  ;   but  the  day  passed  as  the  preceding. 

The  attack  on  the  13th  had  been  so  easily  repulsed,  and  by  so 
small  a  part  of  our  army,  that  it  was  not  supposed  the  enemy  would  limit 
his  efforts  to  one  attempt,  which,  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  his 
preparations,  and  the  extent  of  his  force,  seemed  to  be  comparatively 
insignificant.  Believing,  therefore,  that  he  would  attack  us,  it  was 
not  deemed  expedient  to  lose  the  advantages  of  our  position,  and  ex- 
pose the  troops  to-  the  fire  of  his  inaccessible  batteries  beyond  the 
river,  by  advancing  against  him.  But  we  were  necessarily  ignorant 
of  the  extent  to  which  he  had  Suffered,  and  only  became  aware  of  it, 
when,  on  the  morning  of  the  IGtli,  it  was  discovered  that  he  had 
availed  himself  of  the  darkness  of  night,  and  the  prevalence  of  a 
violent  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  to^recross  the  river.  The  town  was 
imtnediately  reoccupied,  a'nd  our  positions  on  the  river  bank  re- 
sumed. 

la  the  engagement,  mere  than  nine  hundred  prisoners,  and  nine 
f  housaud  stand  of  arms  were  taken,  A  large  qu;mtity  of  ammuni- 
tion was  found  in  Fredericksburg.  The  extent  of  our  casualties  will 
appear  from  the  accompanying  rep^ort  of  the  iNIedical  Director. 

We  have  again  to  deplore  the  loss  of  valuable  lives.  In  Brigadier 
Generals  Gregg  and  Co'bb  the  Confederacy  has  lost  twcf  of  its  noblest 
citizens,  and  the  army,  two  of  its  bravest  and  most  distinguished  offi- 
cers. The  country  consents  to  the  sacrifice  of  such  men  as  these, 
and  the  gallant  soldiers  who  fell  with  them,  only  to  secure  the  inestima- 
ble blessing  they  died  to  obtain.  The  troops  displayed,  at  Fredericks- 
burg, in  a  high  degree,  the  spirit  and  courage  that  distinguished  them 
throughout  the  campaign,  while  the  calmness  and  steadiness  with 
which  orders  were  obeyed,  and  manoeuvres  executed,  in  the  midst  of 
battle,  evinced  the  discipline  of  a  veteran  army.  The  artillery  ren- 
dered efficient  service  on  every  part  of  the  field,  and  greatly  assisted 
in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  *  The  batteries  were  exposed  to  an  unu- 
sually heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  which  officers  and  men 
sustained  with  a  coolness  and  courage  worthj^  of  the  highest  praise, 
•Those  on  our  right  being  without  defensive  works,  suffered  more  se- 
verely. 

Among  those  who  fell  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  first  regi- 
ment Virginia  artillery,  who  was  mortally  wounded  while  bravely 
discharging  his  duty,      *  ^ 

To  the  vigilance,  boldness  and  energy  'of  General  SlWrt  and  his 
cavahy,  is  chiefly  due  the  early  and  valuable  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.     His  reconnoissances  frequently  extended 
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whhin  the  Fe«1eral  lines,  resulting  in  skirmishes  and  engagements, 
in  vhich  the  cavalry  was  greatly  distinguished.  In  the  b;\ttle  of 
Fredericksburg,  the  cavalry  efFcctually  guarded  our  right,  annoying 
the  enemy  and  embarrassing  his  movements,  by  hanging  on  his  flank 
and  attacicilig,  when  opportunity  occurred.  The  nature  of  the  groand 
and  the  relative  positions  of  the  aniiios  prevented  them  from  doing 
more. 

To  Generals  Longstreet  and  Jackson  great  praise  is  due  for  the 
disposition  and  management  of  their  respective  corps.  Their  quick 
per<?eption  enabled  them  to  discover  the  projected  assaults  upon  their 
positions,  and  their  ready  skill  to  devise  the  best  means  to  resist 
them.  r5o!-'ides  their' services  in  the  field,  which  every  battle  of  the 
.  campaign,  from  llichmond  to  Fredericksburg  has  served  to  Hlustrate, 
I  am  also  indebted  to  them  for  valuable  counsel,  both  as  regards  the 
general  operations  of  the  army,  and  the  execution  of  the  particular 
measure.«i  adopted. 

To  division  and  brigade  commanders,  I  must  also  -express  ray  thanks, 
for  the  prompt,  intelligent  and  determined  manner  in  which  they  ex- , 
ecuted  their  several  parts 

To  the  oflicers  of  the  general  staff.  Brigadier  General  11.  II.  Chil- 
ton, Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  assisted  by  Major  Peyton;  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Corle}\  chief  quariermaster;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cole, 
chief  commiijsary  ;  surgeon  Guild,  medical  director,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  IJ,  G.  IJaldwin,  chief  of  ordnance,  were  committed  the  care 
of  their  respective  departments,  and  the  charge  of  supplying  the.de; 
mands  upon  each.  They  were  always  in 'the  field,  anticipating  as  far 
as  posFible,  the  wants  of  the  troop.s. 

5ly  pcr.<onal  staff  were  .uiircmitlingly  engaged  in  conveying  and 
bringint:  information  from  all  parts  of  the  .fiehl.  Colonel  Long  was 
•particularly  useful  before  and  during  the  battle,  in  posting  and  sccur^ 
ing"  the  artillery,  in  which  he. was  untiringly  aided  by  Captain  S,  R. 
Johnson,  of  the  provi.slonal  engineers  ;  \Iajors  Talcott  and  Venable, 
in  examining  the  ground,  and  the  approaches  of  the  enemy  ;  Majors 
Taylor  and  Marshall,  in  communicating  orders  and  intelligence. 
I  have  the  li-nor  to  ho^  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE,  General. 
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GENERAL  LEE'S  REPORT 

Of  the  Operations  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


Headquarters  Ar>:y  Northern  Virginia,  ) 
June  24,  1862.  \ 

GENERAL  ORDERS l 
No.  75.  S 

L  General  Jackson's  command  will  proceed  to-morrow  from  Ash- 
land towards  the  Slash  Church,  and  encamp  at  some  convenient  point 
west  of  the  Central  railroad.  Branch's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's 
division,  will  also,  to-morrow  evening,  take  position  on  the  Chicka- 
horainy,  near  Half  Sink.  At  three  o'clock,  Thursday  morning,  26th 
instant,  General  Jackson  will  advance  on  the  road  leading  to  Pale 
Green  Church,  communicating  his  march  ^o  General  Branch,  who  will 
immediately  cross  the  Chickahominy,  and  lake  the  road  leading  to 
Mechanicsville.  As  soon  as  the  movements  of  these  columns  are  dis- 
covered, General  A.  P.  Hill,  with  the  rest  of  his  division,  will  cross 
the  Chickahominy  near  Meadow  Bridge,  and  move  direct  upon  Mechan- 
icsville. To  aid  his  advance,  the  heavy  batteries  on  the  Chickahominy 
will,  at  the  fjroper  time,  open  upon  the  batteries  at  Mechanicsville. 
The  enemy  being  driven  frpm  Mechanicsville,  and  the  passage  across 
the  bridge  opened,  General  Longstreet,  with  his  division  and  that  of 
General  D.  H.  Hill,  will  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  or  near  that  point — 
General  D.  H.  HiU  moving  to  the  support  of  General  Jackson,  and 
General  Longstreet  supporting  General  A.  P.  Hill — the  four  divis- 
ions keeping  in  communication  with  each  other,  and  moving  in  echeloa 
on  separate  roads,  if  practicable  ;  the  left  division  in  advance,  with 
skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  extending  in  their  front,  will  sweep 
down  the  Chickahominy  and  endeavor  to  drive  tlie  enemy  from  hia 
position  above  New  Bridge,  General  Jackson,  bearing  well  to  his  left, 
turning  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  and  taking  the  direction  towards  Cold 
Harbor.  They  will  then  press  forward  towards  York  River  railroad, 
closing  upon  the  enemy's  rear  and  forcing  him  down  the  Chicka- 
hominy. Any  advance  of  the  enemy  towards  Richmond  will  be  pre- 
vented by  vigorously  following  his  rear,  and  crippling  and  arresting 
his  progress. 
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II.  The  divisions  under  Generals  Huger  and  Magruder,  will  hold 
their  positions  in  front  of  the  enemy  against  attack,  and  make  such 
demonstrations,  Thursday,  as  to  discover  his  operations.  Should'op- 
portunity  offer,  the  feint  -will  be  converted  into  a  real  attack,  and 
shouU  nn  abandonment  of  his  entrenchments  by  the  enemy  be  dis- 
covered, he  will  be  closely  pursued, 

III.  The  third  Virginia  cavalry  will  observe  the  Charles  City  road. 
The  fifth  Virginia,  the  first  North  Carolina,  and  the  Hampton  Legion 
cavalry  will  observe  the  Darbytown-,  Varina,  and  Osborne  roads. 
Should  a  movement  of  the  enemy,  down  the  Chickahominy,  be  dis- 
covered, they  will  close  upon  Ms  Hank,  and  endeavor  to  arrest  his 
march. 

IV.  General  Stuart,  with  the  first,  fourth,  and  ninth  Virginia 
cavalry,  the  cavalry  of  Cobb's  Legion  and  the  Jeff  Davis  Legion,  will 
cross  the  Chickahominy,  to-morrow,  and  take  position  to  the  left  of 
General  Jackson's  line  of  march.  The  main  body  will  be  held  in 
reserve,  with  scouts  well  extended  to  the  front  and  left.  General 
Stuar.t  will  keep  General  Jackson  informed  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  on  his  left,  and  will  co-operate  with  him  in  his  advance.  The 
sixteenth  Virginia  cavalry.  Colonel  Dayis,  will  remain  on  the  Nine 
Mile  road, 

V.  General  Ransom's  brigade,  of  General  Holmes'  command,  will 
be  placed  in  reserve  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  by  General  Huger,  to 
whom  he  will  report  for  orders, 

VI.  Commanders  of  divisions  will  cause  their  commands  to  be  pro- 
vided with  three  days  cooked  rations.  The  necessary  ambulances  and 
ordnance  trains  will  be  ready  to  accompany  the  divisions,  and  receive 
orders  from  their  respecti^^  commanders.  Officers  in  charge  of  all 
trains  will  invariably  rem'ain  with  them.  Batteries  and  wagons  will 
keep  on  the  right  of  the  road,  •  The  chief  engineer,  Major  Stevens, 
will  assign  engineer  officers  to  each  division,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
make  provision  for  overcoming  all  difficulties  to  the  progress  of  the 
troops.  The  staff  departments  will  give  the  necessary  instructions  to 
facilitate  the  movements  herein  directed. 

By  command  of  General  Lee, 

U.  H,  CHILTON, 
'  .A.  A.   General. 
Official  : .     '  ,  J 

T,  M.  R.  Talcott, 

Major  and  Aid-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Army  Northeriv  ViRcmiA,  } 
August  19,  18G3.  I 

SPECIAL  ORDER  ) . 
No.  185.  5 

I,  General  Longatreet's  command,  constituting  the  right  wing  of 
the  n^vriy,  will  crns.s  the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  ford,  and  move  in  the  di- 
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rection  of  Culpeper  Court  House.  General  Jackson's  command,  con- 
stituting the  left  wing,  will  cross  at  Summcrville  ford,  and  move  in 
t]^e  same  direction,  keeping  on  the  left  of  General  Longstreet.  Gen- 
eral Anderson's  division  will  cross  at  Summerville  ford,  follow  the 
route  of  General  Jackson,  and  ACt  in  reserve.  The  battalion  of  light 
artillery,  under  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  will  take  the  same  route.  The 
cavalry,  under  General  Stuart,  will  cross  at  Morton's  ford,  pursue  the 
route  by  Stevensburg  to  Rappahannock  Station,  destroy  the  railroad 
bridge,  cut  the  enemy's  communications,  telegraph  line,  and,  operat- 
ing towards  Culpeper  Court  House, -will  take  position  on  General 
Longstreet's  right 

II.  The  commanders  of  each  wing  Avill  designate  the  reserve  for 
their  commands.  Medical  and  ammunition  wagons  will  alone  follow 
the  troops  across  the  Ilapidan,  The  baggagd  and  supply  trains  will 
be  parked  under  their  respective  officers,  in  secure  positions  on  the 
south  side,  so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  different  roads. 

III.  Cooked  rations  for  thiee  days  will  be  carried  in  the  haversacks 
of  the  men,  and  provision  must  be  made  for  foraging  the  animals. 
Straggling  from  the  ranks  is  strictly  prohibited,  and  commanders  will 
make  arrangements  to  secure  andrpunish  the  offenders. 

IV.  The  movements  herein  directed  will  commence  to-morrow,  20th 
instant,  at  dawn  of  day. 

fiy  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee. 

•    A.  P.  MASON,  A.  A.  G. 
Official : 

Charles  Marshall,  Major  and  A.  1).  C. 


[A.] 
Headquarters  Crenshaw's  Farm,  August  19,  1862, 
General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commanding  cavalry  : 
General  :  I  desire  you  to  rest  your  men  to-day,  refresh  your  horses, 
prepare  rations,  and  everything  for  the  march  to-morrow.  Get  what  in- 
formation you  can  of  fords,  roads  and  position  of  enemy,  so  that  your 
march  can  be  made  undferstandingly  and  with  vigor.  I  send  to  you 
Captain  Mason, 'an  experienced  bridge?  builder,  kc,  whom  1  think  will 
be  able  to  aid  you  in  the  destruction  of  the  bridge,  &c.  AVhen  that 
is  accomplished,  or  when  in  train  of  execution,  as  circumstances  per- 
mit, I  wish  you  to  operate  back  towards  Culpeper  Court  House,  creat- 
ing such  confusion  and  consternation  as  you  can,  without  unnecessa- 
rily exposing  your  men,  till  you  feel  Longstreet's  right.  Take  posi- 
tion there  on  his  right,  and  hold  yourself  in  reserve,  and  act  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require.  I  wish  to  know  during  the  day  how  you 
proceed  in  your  preparations.  They  will  re'quire  the  personal  atten- 
tion of  all  your  officers.  The  last  reports  from  the  signal  stations 
yesterday  evening,  were  that  the  enemy  was  breaking  up  his  princi- 
pal encampments,  and  movin^  in  direction  of  Culpeper  Court  House. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. 

R.   R.   LFT=!,  ^-np.rn!. 
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lb:] 

Headquarters,  19th  August,  1862,  4  3-4,  P.  M. 

General  J.  E.  B,  Stuart, 

Commanding  cavalry  : 

General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Clarke's  mountain.  The  en- 
emy, as  far  as  I  can  discover,  is  retreating  on  the  road  to  Fredericks- 
burg. His  route  is  certainly  north  of  Stevensburg,  and  is  thought 
to  be  through  Brandy  Station,  over  the  Rappahannock,  by  Kelley's 
ford.  You  will,  fherefore,  have  to  bear  well  to  your  right  after  cross- 
ing the  Rapidan,  unless  you  can  get  other  information.  I  propose  to 
start  the  troops  at  the  rising  of  the  moon  to-morrow  morning,  which 
will  give  the  men  and  horses  a  little  rest ;  and  I  believe  we  shall  make 
more  than  by  starting  at  night.  It  is  so  late  now,  that  they  could 
not  get  oflf  before.  The  order  for  to-morrow  you  will  consider  modi- 
fied as  above.  If  you  can  get  information  of  the  route  of  the  enemy, 
you  will  endeavor  to  cut  him  off,  otherwise,  make  for  Kelly's'  ford 
over  the  Rappahannock.  Send  bacic  all  information  "you  can  gather. 
I  shall  cross  at  Summerville  ford,  and  follow  in  the  route  of  the 
troops  towards  Brandy  Station.  If  you  can  get  off  earlier  than  the 
time  I  have  appointed,  to  advantage,  do  so. 

Yery  Tespectfully,  &c., 

R.  E.  LEE,  General. 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  at  CeSar  Run  Mountain,  August  9,  1862. 


IlKGIJlKNT. 

r>RIGADB. 

UiVI.^ION. 

KlLLKD. 

"WODNPED. 

Total. 

2ncl  Viiviniii 

4th    Vir},Mii:» 

5th    Viriimiii 

27th    Virjfiiiia 

.  WindtT's. 

Joilt'fl', 

TaU«ferro'», 

;; 

Starke'8, 

Jnck«on'8. 

I 

3 
3 

"37 
36 

18 

■    "e 
3 
12 

12 
12 

2 
t    ■"■} 

"i 
1 

;i 

ti 
20 

3 

85 
71 
44 
10 
37 
■5 
76 
7t". 
•>1 

4 
6 

3 
•I 

Itt     • 

1 
o2 
•24 
17 
Ifi 
28 
S3 

2 

3 
M) 

1 
2f. 
13 
13 
20 
30 
■31 

S 
27 
41 
41 
2J 

4 

"ii; 

8 
9 
23 

15 

Biittci-R'n: 

21st  V'i'"iiiiii;i     

S 

122 

42iid  Vii-^iiiia 

107 
62 

1ft  Vrrtinia  batlalioii 

iOlh    Vir;fi7ii!>       

1) 
43 

23i\l   ViijiiiiiH 

37th    VirKiiiia 

47th  Alnh.imH j 

18 
88 

48th  Alabama 

73 

ii 

0 

"             1             " 

7 

Ifith  l.oiiisinnH...;, 

6lh  Lcnii»l:ii)!i 

7th   Viriiiniii  cuvalry 

17tli    V.riiini.i  hfttt»lion 

M;i.i   Aiiiirpwp,  chief  of  artillery. 

2f<l h    V  i rtriiiia 

ABhbj'e. 
Early's. 

Trlmbk's. 
Branch's. 

Hrchcr's. 
Tlonui>'. 

"Ewtll'V" 

4 

in 

0 

IB 

1 
3i 
th 
20 

:;          ^ 

A.    r.    Hill'f'           "o 
\              ^ 

'         ''            ■'              1 

13 

30      . 
4'» 

21st    Is' oil li  Carolina 

15lh    AIab:inia ■.. 

2 
3 

83id    North    Caro:iiin 

38 

7lh  North  Carolina      '. 

2 

28ih  North  Carolina 

29 

37tli  North    Caioliiia 

16 

11 

let  'I'viiiH-esno 

7th  Tt'iiiK'ssee ^.    ... 

4 
4 
Z 

1 
4. 

9 

'     4 

""7 
2 

2» 

34 

14th    'ri'iiin.'ssi.'e 

84 

39ih  Goorijia 

9 
31 

45th  U<-or^i:i 

4!)th  (^eoruia.   .    ....*.. 

66th-  Virniiiia 

48 
M 
28 

4 

2ii'l  Viruiiiia  battalion 

7 

I'urcell'B  battiTV 

14 

'l"olaI 

229 

l,0i7 

1,276 

Ofiicial  copy  of  report  of  Medical  Director  Guild. 

CHARLES  xMARSIIALL,. 
4  *         Major  and  A.  1).   C. 
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LIST  OF  C'ASrALTIES  in   various  minor  engagements  at  or  near 
Manassas^  and  elsewhere,   1862. 

Re^inieul. 

13!ia:ad*'. 
Evan*', 

Dlvieion. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

Name  and  Date  0^  En- 
gagement. 

Ho'coui))  Legion . . . 
17th  SO          ...'... 

I,o*ii,'Ktruer.>i, 
Stuart's, 

" 

.  7 
1 

4      , 
7 
S 

■"i"' 
""3" 

""'1  " 
"i" 

3 

4 
3 

1 

25 
3 

2? 
U 
Kl 

32 

4 
26 
27 
22 
10 

1 

9 
1. 

2 

i 

i 

1 

2 
4 
1 

34 

11 

9 
1 
8 

9- 

6 

S9 

Rappahannock,  Aug.  23. 

ISth  S.  C 

11                          u 

2-2dS.  C... 

u 

6th  Tfxas 

Ashliy  Artillery 

etli  Va.  CavHlry 

7lh  Va.  Cavalry 

12t!i    Va    Cavalry.. 

21  Vu.  Cavalry 

Olh   Va.  C.v.ury... 
12!h  Va.  Cavalry. . . 
6lh  Va.  Cavalry.... 

Oih  Va.  Cavalry 

2(1  Va.  Cavalry". ...-. 
12;h  Va.  Cavalry... 
17th  Vi..  C.ivalry... 

2<1  Va,  Cavafry. 

2d  Va.  Cavalry 

12;li.Va.  Cavalry... 

2d  Va.  Cavalry 

1st,  2<1  a<id  6tli  Cav. 

4th  Va  Cavalrv 

15lh  and  9th  Va.  C. 
Uurvy's  Artillery.. 

Hood'H, 
Roliertsou's,' 

I. 

u 
Fitz    Lea's, 

W.  11.!''.  Let 

Hatnplon'rt* 

Kreeman's  Ford,  Ang.  23. 
Rappahaniiock,  Anir.  21. 
Brandy  Station,  Aug.  20. 

Fatiqiiier  Springs,  Atig.  23 

5 

6 

.  1 

i 
1 
2 
4 

batlett's  Station,  Aug.  23. 
Waterloo  Bridge,  Aug  25. 
Briptoe  Station,  Auir.  28. 
Sudley  Mills,  ^ug.  28. 
Bull  Run,  Aug.  3l. 

31 

7 
6 

\  Manasea?,  Aug.  oO. 
(  Leesburg,  Va  ,  Sept.  2. 
{  PooleBville,  Md.,  Sept  8. 
I  Jettersnn,  Md  ,  Sept.  13. 
Poolesville,  Md.,  Sept.  8. 
Crampton  Cap.  Sept.  14. 

"             '  i'" 

|""7"' 

S 
2 
9 

32 

In  a  raid  in  December. 
Fredericksburg,  Deo. 

In  various  engagernenis 

; 

1       52      i        219         1  271 

LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  at  Manassas  Plains,  in  August,  1862. 


Regiment. 

Brigade. 

Division 

ficketl's, 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

Ibt  Virginia - 

71h   Virginia 

Kiimper'fl, 

rickotl's  (old) 
Jtjnkin'a. 

IC 

Drayton's, 

Anderei/ii's, 

TocAs', 
1, 

Wofford's, 

4 
6 
3 

22 

53 

35 

67 

54 

52 

22 

33     ■ 

12 
102 

52 

94 

49 

37 

18 
9 

54 
116 
100 
178 

77 

48 

51 

82 
113 
114 

63 

18 

26 
50 
38 

"                     11 

"                         9 

12 

78 

63 

64 

8ih  Virginia        

22 



3 

36 

IiHth  \frginia 

(ill.  South  Carolina 

13 
"            f         16 

30   ♦ 

12 
115 

68 

IstSou'h   Carolina           

124 

McLaws', 

Hood's, 
11 

9 
2 
3 

.       58 

61  h  South  Carolina 

15th  South  Carolina 

39 

21 

9 

8 
12 
20 
2-J 
27 
6 
2 
10 
19 
19 
11 
10 

6.' 

9;h  Georgia 

Vtii  Georgia 

illh  O'-orsia,.-. 

128 
120 
198 

l»l  Gtor-ia 

15th  Georgia 

2d  Georgia 

104 
54 
53 

17lh  G'-orgia 

20th  Georgia ' 

92 
132 

ISth  Georgia 

133 

Uampion  Legion 

74 

Isl  Texas  .     

28 

Carried  forward 

j        285 

1,725 

2,010 

bl 


MAN  ASS  A  S—  Continued. 


—                               » 
Regiment. 

• 
Brigado.  . 

DiTieion. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 
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.   15 

4 

1.725 
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77 

45 

65 

SO 

71 

9 

49 

60 

47 

34 

61 

50 

29 

22 

G 

9 

8 

4t 
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8(i 
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0 

73 

78 
91 
23 
81 

2 
19 

0 
20 
■  64 
23 
13 
C(i 
25 
60 

6 
86 
63 
47 
31 
71 

5 

19 
87 
37 
fi8 
101 
f.2 

ir. 
H 
51 
13 
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CO 
91 
3 
67 
44 
22 
23 
29 

"s 

7 
."8 
45 
72 
11 
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99 

63 

69 
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97 
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6 

1 

12 

U 

77 

10 

6!li  Virginia 

Mahotie'n, 
Wright's, 

Anderson'e, 

•61 

C9 

10th    Virginia ..>. 

4lht  Virginia ^ 

8 

"     ■       1             8 

10 

"                        13 

;            2 

5 

65 
42 
61 

22<1  Goorpia 

3(1  OforRia 

63 
31 

27 

oj  KioriO.ii 

6 

14 

"         ;         3 

H 

47 

U<plc<>rtil;'p  Lepion 

181  li  Soiitli  O.irolina 

2.'><i  South  ('aro)ina..... 

17lh  South  (Carolina .'.. 

Evans', 

24 
27 
27 
18 

155  ■ 

-  lis 

149 

.     179 

(i 

6 

2il  Virginia 

4th  Virgini.a 

6th  Virginia 

27tii  Virginia. 

Win<iii'»<, 
11 

JoneB', 
11 

Taliaferro's, 

Starke's, 

•  11 
I.awton'H, 

nay.', 

Lany'p, 

Trimble's, 
I'dider's, 

•  Field's, 

11 
Branch's, 

J;:el<Bi)li'B,                 4 

19 

"                        14 

4 

;;        \       24 

"             !             3 
"        ■     ;             3 
"             '             4  . 
"                        8 
!' 
"                             1 

77 
97 
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27 
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Miiltcries 

21f't  Virginia 

4 

22 
12 

24 

-       ■    02 

32 

14 

41 

47t!i  Alabama 

S2 

61>' 

B.itieritM 

.) 

8 

15th  hotneiana 

lOtli  Loiiii-iana 

Bitteriee 

!•:  well's, 

11 
4 
3 

22 
'4 
9 

37 

6 

22 

ir 

•7 

.  (1 

1 

5 
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64 
61 

;;4 

93 

Q 

28 
124 

38th  GeorLjia 

»       74 

61»t  Georgia 

123 
03 

gill  Ijouisiana 

13th  Virginia 

25t.h  Virgini»\.  ..^ 

63 

46 

.      29 

26 

15 

44th  Virginia 

1 

15 

521  Virginia 

1           10 

CI 

A.  p.  Uili'ri, 
(1 

u 

4 
38 
24 
21 

.6 

8 

2     '. 
3 
■    8 

17  • 

2l8t  Georgia . 

20th  Nort.i  Carolina 

184 
84 
112 

12th  Georgia 

63 

Idth  North  (Jarolina 

♦;i2 

24 
25 

32 
29 

22 

4 
1 
fi 
5 
9 
1 

12 

S 

7lh  North  Carolina 

28th  North  Carolina 

44 
60 

37th  North  Carolina 

81 
12 

,.|        986 
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■  6,373 
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Regiment. 


Brigade. 


Brought  forward — 

let  South  Oarolini* 

13th  South  Caro'ina. .  a.  . ., 

14lh  Souih  Carolina 

5*h   Louieiana 

6'.b  Tiouisiana '. 

"ith  Louisiana i  " 

leth  Geoisjia |      Tbomais' 

14th  Georiria.. !  " 

35th  Georgia |  " 

45th  Georgia 

•<9th  Georgia 

"it h  Tennessee 

34th  TonnesBL'c .  '    

6th  Alab ima  liat'alion 

Irtt  TenneHsee 


Gregg's, 


Hays', 


Areher^s, 


Division. 


Kil'ed. 


A.  P  Bill's, 


Ewell's, 


A.  P.  nili's. 


98i3 

14 

19 

1 

7 

17 

1 

1 


1,090 


Wounded. 


6,154 
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117 

136 

40 

•  41 

13 

20 

36 

&i 

21 

22 

28 

29 

48 

52 

62 

70 

;t5 

42 

6i3 

68 

24- 

26 

45 

48 

17 

19 

53 

57 

7,24i 


• 
53 

RECAPITULATION    of    (he    Casualt 
Corps,  Army  of    Northern    Firguria^ 
burg,  Becember,    1863, 

\($    in    the    First  and  Second 
in    the    Battle  of    Fredericks- 

Corps. 

Division. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

VirPt, 

Anderson's, 

Pickett's, 

Ransom's, 

Hood's, 

Mc  Laws', 

Washington  Artillery, 

Stuart's  cavalrv, 

A.  P.  Hill's, 

D.  H.  Hill's, 

Ewell'p, . 

Taliaferro's, 

16 

87 

46 

•163 

294 

464 

22 

13 

1,408 

146 

♦  633 

167 

103 

46     ' 

'15 

4!) 

17 

3 

508 

34S 

•     481 

25 

.  13 

211 

26 

86 

6 

1  619 

172 
719 
172 

458 

3,743     1        4,201 
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FvEPORT  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON. 


IlKADQUARTKRS  SeCOND  ArMY  CoRPS,  A.  N.  Va.,  } 

April  ]4th,   1863.  i 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CiiiLTON,  A.  A.  and  I.  G., 

Headquarters  Department  North§rn  Va.  : 

Gekkral  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of 
the  battle  of  Port  Republic,  fought  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  June, 
.18G2. 

Having,  through  the  blessing  of  an  ever  kind  Providence,  passed 
Strasburg  before  the  Federal  armies,  under  Generak  Shields  and  Fre- 
mont, effected  the  contemplated  junction  lu  my  rear,  as  referred  to  in 
the  report  of  the  battle  of  Winchester,  I  continued  to  move  up  thi) 
Valley  turnpike,  leaving  Strasburg  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  of 
June.  The  cavalry,  under  Brigadier  General  George  H.  Stewart, 
brought  up  the  rear.  Fremont's  advance,  which  had  been  near  us 
during  the  day"  soon,  ascertained  that  our  retreat  had  been  resumed, 
and,  pursuing  after. dark,  succeeded,  by  replying,  v/hen  challenged, 
"Ashby's  cavalry,"  in  approaching  so  near  our  rear  guard  as  to  attack  - 
it.  The  sixth  Virginia  cavalry,  being  nearest  to  the  enemy,  was 
thrown  into  confusion  and  suffered  some  loss.  Disorder  was  also  to 
some  extent  communicated  to  the  second*  Virginia  cavalry,  but  its 
commander.  Colonel  Munford,  soon  reformed  it,  and  gallantly  drove 
back  the  Federals  and  captured  some  of  their  number. 

From  information  received  respecting  Shields'  movements,  and 
from  the  fact  that  ho  had  been  in  possession  of  Front  Royal  for  over 
forty-eight  hours,  and  had  not  succeeded  in  effecting  a  junction  with 
Fremont,  as  originally  designed,  I  became  apprehensive, that  he  was 
naoving  via  Luray,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  New  Market,  on  mj 
line  of  retreat,  before  ^y  command  should  arrive  there.  To  avoid 
such  a  result,  I  caused  White  House  bridge,  which  was  upon  his  as- 
sumed line  of  march,  over  the  south  fork  of  the  Shenan(^oah  river  to 
New  Market,  to  be  burnt ;  and  also  Columbia  bridge,  which  was  a 
few  miles  further  up  the  river.  On  the  2d  of  June,  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance came  within  artillery  .  range   of,  and   commenced  shelling  our 


55 

rear  guard,  wliich  caused  most  of  the  cavalry,  and  that  part  of  its 
artillery  nearest  the  enemy,  to  retreat  in  disorder.  This  led  General 
Aehby  to  one  of  thobe  acts  of  personal  heroism  and  prompt  resource 
which  strikingly  marked  hiy  character.  Dismounting  from  his  horse,  he 
collected  from  the  road  a  small  bo^y  of  infantry  from  those  who,  from 
fatigue,  were  straggling  behind  their  commands,  and  posting  them  in 
a  piece  of  wood  near  the  turnpike,  he  awaited  the  advance  of  the  Fed- 
eral cavalry,  now  pushing  forward  to  reap  the  fruits  of  the  panic  pro- 
duced by  the  shells.  As  they  approached  within  easy  range,  he 
poured  such  an  effective  fire  into  their  ranks  as  to  empty  a  number  of 
saddles  and  check  their  further  pursuit  for  that  day.  Having  trans- 
ferred the  second  and  sixth  Virginia  cavalry  to  Ashby,  he  was  placeii 
in  command  of  the  rear  guard.  On  the  3d,  after  ,my  command  had 
crossed  the  bridge  over  the  Shenahdoah,  near  Mount  Jackson,  General 
Ashby  was  ordered  to  destroy  it,  which  he  barely  succeeded  in  ac- 
complishing before  the  Federal  forces  readied  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river.  Plere  his  horse  was  killed  by  the  enemy,  and  he  made  a 
very  narrow  escape  with  his  life. 

VVe  reached  Harrisonburg  at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  and,  passing  beyond  that  town,  turned  towards  the  east  in  the  di- 
rection of  Port  Jiepublic.  On  the  6th,  General  Ashby  took  position 
on  the  road  between  Harrisonburg  and  Tort  Republic,  and. received  a 
spirited  charge  from  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  resulted 
in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  and  the  capture  of  Colonel  Wyndham 
and  sixty-three  others. 

Apprehending  that  the  Fe^grals  would  make  a  more  serious  attack, 
Ashby  called  for  an  infantry  support.  The  brigade  of  General  Geo. 
n.  Stewart  was  accordingly  ordered  forward.  In  a  short  time  the 
fifty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  became  engaged "^vith  a  Pennsylvania 
regiment  called  the  Bucktails,  when  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  first 
Maryland  regiment,  coming  up  in  the  hottest  period  of  the  fire, 
charged  gallantly  into  its  flank  and  drove  the  enemy,  with  heavy  loss, 
from  the  field,  capturing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kane,  commanding.  In 
this  skirmish  our  infantry  loss  was  seventeen  (17)  killed,  fifty  (5l)) 
wounded,  and  three  missing.  In  this  affair  General  Turner  Ashby 
was  killed.  An-  official  report  is  not  an  appropriate  place  for  more 
than  a  passing* notice  of  the  distinguished  dead;  but  the  close  rela- 
tion which  General  Ashby  bore  to  my  command  for  most  of  the  pre- 
vious twelve  months,  will  justify  me  in  saying  that  as  a  partisan  ofti- 
cer  I  never  knew  his  superior.  His  daring  was  proverbial  ;  hi» 
powers  of  endurance  almost  incredible  ;  his  tone  of  character  heroic, 
and  his  sagacity  almost  intuitive  in  dhvining  the  purposes  and 
movements  of  the  enemy. 

The  main  body  of  my  command  had  now' reached  the  vicinity  of 
Port  Republic.  The  village  is  situated  in  the  angle  formed  by  the 
junction  of  the  North  and  South  rivers,  tributaries  of  the  south  fork 
of  the  Shenandoah.  Over  the  larger  and  deeper  of  those  two  streams, 
the  North  river,  there  was  a  wooden  bridge,  connecting  the  town  with 
the  road  leading  to  Harrisonburg.  Over  the  South  river  there  wa» 
a  passable  ford.     The  troops   more   immediately  under  mj  ovrn  eye 
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were  encamped  on  the  high  grnun<l  north  of  the  village,  about  a  mile 
from  the  river.  General  EwiiU  was  some  lour  mi^s  distant,  near  the 
road  leading  from  Harrisonburg  to  Port  Republic.  General  Fremont 
had  arrived  with  his  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrisonburg,  and  Gen- 
eral SliieMs  was  moving  up  the  eaSt  side  of  the  south  fork  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  was  then  at  Conrad's  store,  some  fifteen  miles  be- 
low Port  Republic,  my  position  being  about  equi-distant  from  both 
hostile  armies.  To  prevent  a  junction  of  the  two  Federal  armies,  1 
had  caused  the  bridge  over  the  south  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  at  Con- 
rad's store  to  be  destroyed.  Intelligence  kaving  been  received  that 
Gen  Shields  was  advancing  further  up  the  river,  Captain  Sipe,  with  a 
Email  c  ivrtlry  lorce,  was  sent  down  during  the  night  of  the  7th  to 
verify  the  report  and  gain  such  other  information  respecting  the 
enemy  as  he  could.  Captain  G.  VV.  Myers,  of  the  cavalry,  was  sub- 
Betjuently  directed  to  move  with  his  company  in  the  same  direction 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  Captain  Sipe,  if  necessary.  The  next 
morning  Ciiptain  Myers'  company  came  rushing  back  in  disgraceful 
disorder,  announcing  that  the  Federal  forces  were  in  close  pursuit. 
Captain  Chipley  and  his  company  of  csivalry,  which  was  in  town,  also 
shamefully  lied.  The  brigades  of  Generals  Taliaferro  and  Winder 
were  soon  under  arm:*,  and  ordered  to  occupy  positions  ircmo^liately 
north  of  the  bridge.  l^)y  this  time  the  Federal  cavalry,  accompanied 
by  artillery,  were  in  sight,  and,  after  directing  a  few  shots  tov/ards  the 
bridge,  they  crossed  South  river,  and  dashing  into  the  village,  planted 
one  of  their  pieces  at  the  southern  entrance  of  the  bridge.  In  the 
meantime  the  batteries  of  Wooding,  Poagie  and  Carpepter  v.ere  being 
placed  in  position,  and  General  Taliaferro's  brigade  having  reached 
the  vicinity  of  the  bri<lge,  wa.s  ortU'red  to  chargc^^ across,  capture  the 
piece,  arwl  occupy  the  town.  Whilst  one  of  Poague's  pieces  was  re- 
turning the  fireof  thit  of  the  enemy  at  the  far  end  of  the  bridge,  the 
thirty-seventh  Virginia  regiment.  Colonel  Fulkerson,  after  delivering 
its  lire,  gallantly  charged  over  the  bridge,  captured  the  gun,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  other  regiments  of  the  briga<le,  entered  the  town,  and 
dispersed  and  drove  back  the  Federal  cavalry.  Another  piece  of  ar- 
tillery, with  which  the  Federals  had  advanced,  was  abandoned  and  sub- 
sequently fell  into  our  hands. 

About  this  time,  a  considerable  body  of  infimtry  Was  sien  advancing 
up  the  same  road.  Our  batteries  opened  with  marked  effect  upon  the 
retreating  cavalry  and  advancing  infantry.  In  a  short  time  the  in- 
fantry followed  the  cavalry,  fulling  back  to  Lewis',  three  miles  down 
the  river,  pursued  for  a  mile  by  our  batteries  on  the  opposite  bank, 
when  the  enemy  disappeared  in  the  wood  around  a  bend  in  the  road. 
This  attack  of  General  Shields  had  hardly  been  repulsed,  before  Ewell 
was  seriously  engaged  with  Fremont,  moving  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  'The  enemy  pushed  forward  driving  in  the  filteenth  Ala- 
bam  .,  Colonel  Canty,  from  their  post  on  picket.  This  regiment  made 
a  gallant  resistance,  which  so  far  checked  the  Federal  advance  as  to 
afford  to  General  Ewell  time  for  the  choice  of  his  position  at  leisure. 

His  ground  was  well  selected,  on  a  commanding  ridge,  a  rivulet  and 
large  field  of  open  ground  in  front,  wood  on  both  flanks,  and  his  line 
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intersected  near  its  centre  bj  the  road  leading  to  Port  Repfihlic. 
General  Triinblc's  brigade  was  posted  on  the  right,  somewhat  in  ad- 
vance of  his  centre.  The  battel ies  of  Courtnaj,  Lusk,  iirocken- 
brough,  and  Rains  in  the  centre.  General  Stewart's  brigade  on  the 
left,  and  General  Elzey's  brigade  in  rear  of  the  centre,  and  in  position 
to  strengthen  cither  wing.    Both  wings  were  in  tho  wood. 

About  ten  o'clock,  the  enemy  threw  out  hi.s  tikinnishers,  and  shortly 
;after  posted  his  artillery  opposite  to  our  batteries.  The  artillery  tire 
was  kept  up  with  great  animation  and  spirit  on  both  sides  for  sovferal 
hours.  In  the  meantime  a  brigade  of  Federal  forces  advanced  under 
cover,  upon  the  right,  occupied  by  General  Trimble,  who  reserved  his 
fire  until  they  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  easy  range  cf  his 
musketry,  when  ho  poured  a  deadly  fire  from  his  whole  front,  under 
which  they  fell  back.  Obferving  a  battery  about  being  posted  on  the, 
•enemy's  left,  half  a  mile  in  front.  General  Trimble,  now  supported  by 
the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiments,  of  Elzey's  bri- 
gade, pushed  forward  for  tho  purpose  of  taking  it,  but  iound  it  with- 
drawn before  he  reached  tlie  spot,  having,  in  the  meantime,  some  spirited 
Bkinnishing  with  its  infantry  supports.  General  Trimble  had  now 
advanced  more  than  a  mile  Irom  his  original  position,  while  the  Fed- 
eral advance  had  fallen  back  to  the  ground  occupied  by  thetn  in  the 
morning. 

General  Taylor,  of  the  eighth  brigade  of  Louisiana  troops,  having 
arrived  from  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge,  at  Port  Ropuhiic,  towards 
which  he 'had  moved  in  the  morning,  reported  to  General  Ewell  about 
two,  P.  M  ,  and  was  placed  in  rear.  Colonel  Patton,  with  the  forty- 
Kecond  and  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiments,  and  first  battalion  of 
Virginia  regulars,  also  joined,  and,  with  the  remainder  of  General 
Elzey's  brigade,  Avas  added  to  the  centre  and  left,  then  supposed  to  be 
threatened.  Gereral  Ewell  having  been  informed  by  Lieutenatt 
Heinrichs,  of  the  engineer  corps,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  reconnoitre, 
that  the  enemy  was  moving  a  large  columa  on  his  left,  did  not  advance 
at  once  ;  but  subsequently  ascertaining  that  no  attack  was  designed 
by  the  force  referred  to,  he  advanced,  <lrovc  in  the  enemy's  Suirmishers 
and,  when  night  closed,  was  in  position  on  ground  previously  held  by 
the  enemy.  During  tiiis  fight  JUigadier  'Teuerais  Khey  and  Stewart 
were  wounded,  and  disabled  from  command. 

This  engagement  with  Fremont  has  generally  been  knoAvn  -as  the 
battle  of  Cross-Keys,  In  which  our  troops  were  commanded  by  Gene- 
ral Ewell.  I  had  remained  at  Port  Republic  during  the  principal 
part  of  the  8th,  expecling  a  renewal  of  the  atla^'k.  _Ab  no  movement 
was  made  by  General  Shields  to  renew  the  action  that  day,  I  deter- 
mined to  take  the  initiative  and  attack  him  the  following  mornin<'. 

Accordingly,  General  Ewell  was  directed  to  move  fronl  his  petition 
at  an  early  hour,  on  the  morning  of  tho  '.)th,  towards  Port  Republic, 
leaving  General  Trimble  with  his  brigade,  supfiorted  by  Colonel  i^at- 
ton  with  the  forty-second  Virginia  infantry  and  the  first  battalion  of 
Virginia  regulars,  to  hold  Fremont  in  check,  with  instructions  if  hard 
pressed  to  retire  across  the  North  river,  and  burn  the  bridge'in  their 
rear.     Soon  after  ten  o'clock,  General  Trimble  with  the  last  of  onr 
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forces  had  crossed  the  North  river,  and  the  bridge  was  destroyed.  In 
the  meantime,  before  five  in  the  morning,  General  Winder's  brigade 
was  in  Port  Republic,  and  having  crossed-  the  South  Fork,  by  a  tem- 
porary wagon  bridge,  placed  there  for  the  purpose,  vras  moving  down 
the  River  road  to  attack  the  forces  of  General  Shields.  Advancing 
a  mile  a-nd  a  half,  he  encountered  the  Federal  pickets  and  drove  them 

in. 

The  enemy  had  judicioufly  selected  his  position  for  defence.  Upon 
a  rising  ground  near  the  Lewis  House,  he  had  planted  six  guns  which 
commanded  the  road  from  Port  Republic,  and  swept  the  plateau  for  a 
considerable  distance  in  front.  As  General  Winder  moved  forward 
his  brigade,  a  rapid  and  severe  fire  of  shell  was  opened  upon  it  Capt. 
Poac^ue,  with  two  Parrott  guns,  was  promptly  placed  in  position  on  the^ 
left  of  the  road  to  engage,  and  if  possible  dislodge  the  Federal  battery. 
Contain  Carpenter  was  sent  to  the  right  to  select  u  posiliun  for  his 
battery,  but  finding  it  impracticable  to  drag  it  through  the  dense  un- 
dero-rowth,  it  was  brought  back,  and  part  of  it  placed  near  Poagtie. 
The  artillery  fire  Avas  well' sustained  by  our  batteries,  but  found  un- 
equal to  that  of  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime,  Winder  being  now 
reinforced  by  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment.  Colonel  Hays,  seeing 
no  mode  of  silencing  the  Federal  battery,  or  escaping  its  destructive 
missiles  but  by  a  rapid  charge,  and  the  capture  of  it,  advanced  with 
great  boldness  for  some  distance,  but  encountered  such  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  small  arms  as  greatly  to  disorganize  his  command, 
which  fell  back  in  disorder.  The  enemy  advanced  acros,s  the  field, 
•and,  by  a  heavy  musketry  fire,  forced  back  our  infantry  supports,  in 
consequence  of  which  our  guns  had  to  retire.  The  enemy's  advance 
was  checked  by  a  spirited  attack  upon  their  flank,  by  the  fifty-eighth 
and  fifty-fourth  A'^irginia  regiments,  directed  by  General  Ewell  and 
led  by  Colonel  Scott,  althouglf  his  command  was  aiterwards  driven 
back  to  the  woods  with  severe  loss.  The  batteries  were  all  safely 
withdrawn  except  one  of  Captain  Poague's  six-pounder  guns,  which 
was  carried  off  by  the  enemy. 

Whilst  Winder's  command  was  in  this  critical  condition,  the  gallant 
and -successful  attack  of  General  Taylor  ion  the  Federal  left  and  rear, 
directed  attention  from  the  front,  and  lead  to  a  concentration*  of  their 
force  upon  him.  Moving  to  the  right  along  the  mountain  acclivity, 
through  a  rough  and  tangled  forest,  and  much  disordered  by  the  rap. 
idity  and  obstructions  of  the  march,  Taylor  emerged  with  his  com- 
mand from  the  Avood,  just  as  the  loud  cheers  of  the  enemy  had 
proclaimed  their  success  in  front ;  and  although  assailed  by  a  supe- 
rior force  in  front  and  flank,  with  their  guns  in  position  within  point 
blank  range,  the  charge  was  gallantly  made,  and  the  buttery,  consist- 
ing of  six  gHns,  fell  into  our  hands.  Three  times  was  this  battery 
lost  and  won  in  the  desperate  and  determined  efforts  to  capture  and 
recwer  it.  After  holding  the  batteries  for  a  short  time,  a  fresh  brig- 
ade of  the  enemy  advancing  upon  his  flank,  made  a  vigorous  and  well 
conducted  attack  upon  him,  accompanied  by  a  galling  fire  of  canister 
from  a  piece  suddenly  brought  into  position,  at  a  distance  of  about 
three  hundred  zv^.  fi^'^j  jar:'^.     Un-^er  ♦hi?  combined  attack,  Taylor 
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fell  back  to  tlie  skirt  of  the  wood,  near  which  the  ciiptured  bittery 
was  stationed,  acd  from,  that  point  continued  his  fire  upon  the  advanc- 
ing enemy,  who  succeeded  in  recapturing  one  of  the  guns,  which  he 
carried  off,  leaving  both  caisson  and  limber.  The  enemy,  now  occu- 
pied with  Taylor,  halted  his  advance  to-*  the  front.  Winder  made  a 
renewed  effort  to  rally  his  command,  and  succeeding,  with  the  seventh 
•X.ouiBiana,  under  Major  Penn,  (the  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
having  been  carried  from  the  field  wounded,)  and  the  fifth  Virginia 
regiment,  Col.  Funk,  he  placed  part  of  Poague's  battery  in  the  position 
previously  occupied  by  it,  and  again  opened  upon  the  enemy,  who  were 
moving  against  Taylor's  left  flank,  apparently  to  surround  him  in  the 
■wood.  Chew's  battery  now  reported,  and  was  placed  in  position,  !;nd 
did  good  service,  Soon  after,  guns  from  the  batteries  of  Brocken- 
brough,  Courtnay  and  Rains,  were  brought  forward  and  placed  in  po- 
sition. Whilst  these  movements  were  in  progress  on  the  left  and 
front.  Colonel  Scott,  having  rallied  his  command,  led  them,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Ewell,  to  the  support  cf  General  Taylor,  who,, 
pushing  forward  with  the  reinforcements  just  received,  and  nssipted  bv 
tbe  well-directed  fire  of  our  artillery,  forced  the  enemy  to  fall  back, 
which  was  soon  followed  by  his  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  many 
killed  and  wounded  upon  the  field.  Generul  Taliaferro,  who  the  pre- 
vious day  had  occupied  the  town,  was  directed  to  continue  to  do  so 
with  part  of  his  troogs,  and,  with  the  remainder,  to  hold  the  elevated 
position  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operat- 
ing, if  necessary,  with  General  Trimble,  and  prevent  his  being  cut 
off  from  the  main  body  of  the  army  by  the  destruction  of  the  bridge 
in  his  rear.  But  finding  the  resistance  more  obstinate  than  I  antici- 
pated, orders  were  sent  to  Taliaferro  and  Trimble  to  join  the  main 
body.  Taliaferro  came  up  in  time  to  discharge  an  effective  volle3' 
into  the  ranks  of  the  wavering  and  retreating  enemy.  The  pursuit 
was  continued  some  five  miles  beyond  the  battle-field  by  Generals 
Taliaferro  and  Winder  with  their  brigades  and  portions  of  the  bat- 
teries of  Wooding  and  Caskie.  Colonel  Munford,  with  cavaJry  and 
some  artillery,  advanced  about  three  miles  beyoiul  the  other  troops. 
Our  forces  captured  in  the  pui'feuit  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  (45{)) 
prisoners,  some  wagons,  one  piece  of  abandoned  artillo-ry,  and  about- 
eight  hundred  muskets.  Some  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  (275) 
wounded  were  paroled  in  the  hospitals  near  Port  Republic. 

Whilst  the  fojces  of  Shields  were  in  full  retreat,  and  our  troops  in 
pursuit,  Fremont  appeared  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  south  fork  of 
the  Shenandoah,  with  his  army,  and  opened  bis  artillery  upon  our 
ambulances,  and  parties  engaged  in  the  humane  labors  ,of  attending 
to  our  dead  and  wounded,  and  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the  enemy. 
The   next  day,  withdrawing  his  forces,  he  retreated  down  the  Valley, 

0*1  the  morning  of  the  12th,  Munford  entered  Harrisonburg,, 
where,  in  addition  to  wagons,  medical  stores  anji  camp  equipage,  he 
captured  some  two  hundred  small  arms.  At  that  point  there  also  fell 
into  our  hands*  about  tAvo  hundred  of  "Fremont's  men,  many  of  them 
severely  wounded  on  the  8th,  and  moat  of  the   others  had  beea  left 


60 

behind  as  sick.     The  Federal  surgeons  attending  them  were  released, 
and  those  under  their,  care  paroled. 

The  official  reports  of  the  casualties  of  the  battle  show  a  loss  of 
'sixteen  (16)  officers  killed;  sixty-seven  (G7)  wounded,  and  two  (2)  , 
missing  ;  one  hundred  and  seventeen  (117)  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  killed,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  (862)  wounded,  and 
thirty-two  missing,  making  a  t  .»tal  less  of  one  thousand  and  ninety- 
six,  (1,096,)  including  skirmishers  on  the  6th  ;  since  evacuation  of 
Winchester,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  (1,167;)  also 
one  piece  of  artillery.  If  we  add  to  the  prisoners  captured  on  the 
6th  and  9th,  those  who  were  paroled  at  Harrisonburg,  and  in  hospi- 
tals in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Republic,  it  will  moke  the  number  of  the 
enemy  who  fell  into  our  possession  about  nine  hundred  and  sever!ty- 
"  five,  (975,)  exclusive  of  his  killed,  and  such  of  his  wounded  as  he 
removed.  The  small  arms  taken  on  the  9th,  and  at  Harrisonburg, 
numbered  about  one  thousand  {1, 000.)  We  captured  seven  pieces  of 
artillery,  with  their  caissons  and  all  of  their  limbers,  except  one. 
The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  during  the  action,  merits  the 
highest  praise. 

During  the  battle,  I  received  valuable  assistance,  in  the  transmia- 
8ion  of  orders,  from  the  following  members  of  my  staff :  Colonel  Ab- 
ner  Smead,  Assistant  Inspector  General;  Major  R.  L,  Dabney, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General;  first  Lieutenant  A..S.  Pendleton,  A.  D. 
C, ;  first  Lieutjenant  H.  K.  Douglass,  Assistant  Inspector  General; 
first  Lieutenant  J.  K.  Boswell,  Chief  Engineer,  and  Colonel  William 
L.  Jflckson,  volunteer  A.  D.  0.  The  Medical  Director,  Dr.  Hunter 
McGuire,  gave  special  attention  to  the  comfort  and  treatment  of  the 
wounded.  Major  W.  J.  Hawks,  chief  coinmissar^'',  and  Major  J.  A. 
Harman,  chief  quartermaster,  had  their  departments  in  good" condi- 
tion. For  further  information  respecting  tlie.conduct  of  officers  and 
men  who  disting-uif-hed  themselves,  as  will  as  for  a  more  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  movement  of  troops,  I  would  lespectfully  rtfer  you  to  the 
accompanying  official  reports  of  other  officers. 

1  forward,  herewith,  two  maps,  by  Mr.  J.  Ilotchkiss,  one  giving 
the  route  of  the  army  during  the  retreat  from  Strasburg  to  Port  Re- 
public, and  the  other  of  the  bat>tle-field. 

On  the  Pith,  the  troops  recrossed  South  ri^■er,  and  encamped  near 
Weyer's  Cave  For  the  purpose  of  rendering  thanks  to  God  for 
having  crowned  our  arms  with  success,  and  to  implore  His  continued 
favor,  divine  service  was  held  in  the  army  on  the  14th. 

The  army  remained  near  Weyer's  Cave  until  the  17th,  when,  in 
obedience  to  instructions  from  the  commanding  General  of  the  De- 
partment, it  moved  towards  Richmond. 

J  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Lieutenant  General. 


GENERAL  SWELL'S  REPORT  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  CROSS- 
KEYS,  JUNE  8,   1862. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Valley  District,  > 

June   IG,   1862.       S 

Major  R,  L.  Dabney, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General^   Valley  District  : 

Major  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  8th  instant  at  CroBs-Keys,  between  the  division  com- 
manded by  me  and  the  forces  under  Major  General  Fremont.  I  was 
ordered  on  the  7th,  by  the  General  commanding,  tu  occupy  the  ad- 
vance, and  my  division  encamped  for  that  night  near  Union  church. 
The  enemy  made  a  reconnoissancc  in  the  afternoon,  and,  going  for- 
ward, I  found  Gentral  Elzey  drawing  up  his  own  and  General 
Taylors  brigades  in  position.  1  at  once  determined  to  meet  the 
onemy  on  the  ground  selected  by  General  Elzey. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  enemy  advanced,  driving  in  the 
fifteenth  Alabama,  Colonel  Cantoy,  from  their  post  on  pi'cket.  The 
regiment  made  a  gallant  resistance,  enabling  me  to  take  position  at 
leisure.  The  cm  tup  fires  left  by  the  regiment — no  tent§  or  anything 
else — were  the  camps  from  which  the  enemy  report  to  have  driven  us. 
At  this  time  I  had  present  Elzey's,  Trimble's  and  Stewart's  brigades, 
t-hort  of  five  thousand  men — Taylor's  having  been  ordered  to  Port 
Republic.  The  general  features  of  the  ground  were  a  valley  and 
rivulet  in  my  front,  woods  on  both  flanks,  and  a  field  of  some  hun- 
dreds of  aoies,  where  the  road  crossed  the  centre  of  my  line-  My 
side  of  the  valley  being  more  defined  and  commanding  the  other. 

General  Trimble's  brigade  was  posted  a  little  in  advance  of  my 
centre,  on  the  right;  General  Elzey  in  rear  of  the  centre,  and  Gen- 
eral Stewart  on  the  left.  The  ajtillery  was  in  the  centre.  Both 
wings  were  in  woods.  Thd  centre  was  weak,  having  open  ground  in 
front,  where  the  enemy  was  not  expected.  General  Elzey  was  in  po- 
sition to  strengthen  either  wing. 

About  ten,  the  enemy  felt  along  my  front  with  skirmishers,  and 
shortly  after  posted  his  artillery,  chiefly  opposite  mine.  He  advanced, 
under  cover,  on  General  Trimble,  wich  a  force,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  of  two  brigades,  which  were  repulsed  with  such  signal  loss 
that  they  did  not  make  another  determined  efl'ort.  Gei^eral  Trimble 
had  been  reinforced  by  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regi- 
ments, Coloner  Walker  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Duffey,  of  General 
Elzey's  brigade.  These  regiments  assisted  in  the  repulse  of  the  ene- 
my. General  Trimble,  in  turn,  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  more 
than  a  mile,  and  remained  on  his  flank  ready  to  make  the  final  attack. 
"  General  Taylor,  with  the  eighth  brigade,  composed  of  Louisiana 
troops,  reported  about  two,  P.  M.,  and  was  placed  in  rear.  Colonel 
Fatten,  with  the  forty-second  and  forty-eighth  regiments,  and  Irish 
battalion,  Virginia  volunteers,  also  joined,  and,  with  the  remainder  of 
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General  Elzey's  brigade,  was  added  to  the  centre  and  left,  then  threat- 
ened. I  did  not  push  my  success  at  once,  because  I  had  no  cavalry, 
and  it  was  reported  and  reaifiimed  by  Lieutenant  Ileinrich's  topo- 
graphical engineers,  sent  to  reconnoitre,  that  the  enemy  was  moving 
a  large^column  two  miles  to  my  left.  As  soon  as  I  could  determine 
this  not  to  be  an  attack,  I  advanced  both  lAy  wings,  drove  in  the  ene- 
my's skirmishers,  and,  when  night  closed,  was  in  position  on  the 
ground  previously  held  by  the  enemy,  ready  to  attack  him  at  dawn. 

My  troops  were  recalled  to  join  in  the  attack  at  Port  Republic. 
The  enemy's  attack  was  decided  by  four,  P.  M.,  it  being  principally 
directed  against  General  Trimble,  and,  though  from  their  own  state- 
ment ih'oy 'outnumbered  us  on  that  flank  two  to  one,  it  had  signally 
failed.  General  Trimble's  command,  including  the  two  regiments  on 
his  right,  under  Colonel  Walker,  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  for 
the  pliant  manner  in  which  it  iTpulsed  the  enemy's  main  attack. 
His  brigade  captured  one  of  their  colors.  As  before  mentioned,  the 
credi^  of  selecting  the  position  is  due  to  General  Elzey.  I^availed 
myself  frequently  during  the  action  of  that  officers  counsel,  profiting 
largely  by  his  known  military  skill  and  judgment.  He  was  much 
exposed.  His  horse  was  wounded  early  in  the  action,  and  at  a  later 
period  of  the  day  Avas  killed  by,  a  rifle  ball,  which  at  the  same  time 
inflicted  upon  the  rider  a  wound  that  forced  him  to  retire  from  the 
field.  He  was  more  particularly  employed  in  the  centre,  directing 
the  artillery.  General  'George  H.  Stewart  was  severely  wounded, 
after  rendering  valuable  aid  i,n  command  of  the  left. 

I  had  Courtnay's,  Brockenbrough's,  Raine's  and  Lusk's  batteries. 
The  ener.ny  testified  to  the  efliciency  of  their  fire.  Captain  Courtnay 
opened  the  fight,  and  was,  for  hours,  exposed  to  a  terrible  storm  of 
shot  and  shell.  He  and  Captain  Brockenbrough  have  been  under 
my  observation  since  the  campaign  opened,  and  I  can  testify  to  their 
efficiency  on  this  as  on  former  occasions.  The  loss  in  all  the  batte- 
ries shows  the  warmth  of  the  fire.  I  was  well  satisfied  with  them  all. 
The  history  of  the  Maryland  regiment,  gallantly  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Bradley  T.  Johnson,  during  the  campaign  oF  the  Valley,  would 
be  the  history  of  every  action  fioin  Front  Royal  to  Cross-Keys.  On 
the  Gth  instant,  near  Harrisonburg,  the  fifty- eighth  Virginia  regi- 
ment was  engaged  with  the  Pennsylvania  "  Bucktails,"  the  fighting 
being  close  and  bloody.  Colonel  Johnson  came  up  with  his  regiment 
in  the  hottest  period  of  the  aff"air,  and,  by  a  dashing  charge  in  flank, 
drove  the  enemy  off' with  heavy  loss,  capturing  the  lieutenant  colonel 
(Kane)  commanding.  In  commenioration  of  their  gallant  conduct,  I 
ordered  one  of  the  captured  bucktails  ta  bo  appended  as  a  trophy  to 
their  flag.  The  gallantry  of  the  regiment  on  this  occasion  is  worthy 
of  acknowledgment  fiom  a  higher  source,  more  particularly  as  they 
avenged  the  death  of  the  gallant  General  Ashby,  who  fell  at  the  same 
timo.  Two  color-bearers  were  shot  down  in  successfbn,  but  each  time 
the  colors  were  caught  before  reaching  the  ground,  and  were  finally 
borne  by  Corporal  Sffanks  to  the  close  of  the  action.  On  the  8th 
instant,  at  Cross-Keys,  they  were  opposed  to  three  of  the  enemy's 
regiments  in  succession.     My  staff"  at  Cross-Keys  consisted  of  Lieu- 
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tenant  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones  and  Msjqr  Jaraes  Barbour,  Acljutant 
Oeneral's  Department ;  Lieutenants  G-.  Campbell  Brown  and  T.  T. 
Turner,  aida  ;  and  Captain  Hugh  jM.  Nelson,  volunteer  aid.  These 
officers  were  much  exposed  during  the  da v,  and  were. worked  hard, 
over  an  extensive  field.  Their  services  were  valuable  and  were  ren- 
dered with  zciil  and  ability.  Lieutenant  Brown  was  painfully 
wounded  by  a  fragment  of  shell  towards  the  close  of  tlie  tight.  I 
append  a  list  of  casualties,  showing  forty-two  killed,  and  two  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  I  buried  my  dead. 
and  brought  off  all  the  wounde!,  except  a  few  whose  mortal  agonies 
would  have  been  uselessly  increased  by  any  change  of  position. 

Some  of  the  enemy's  woutfdcd  .were  brought  off  and  arrangements 
made  for  moving  them  all,  when  I  was  ordered  to  another  field. — 
There  are  good  reasons  for  estimating  their  loss  at  not  less  than  two 
thousand  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  On  a  part  of  ilie  field 
they  buried  one  hundred  and  one  at. one  spot,  fifteen  at  another,  and 
a  houge  containing  some  of  thtdr  dead  was  said  to  have  been  burned 
by  them  :  and  this  is  only  a  part  of  what  they  lost.  They  were 
chiefiy  of  Blcnker's  division,  notorious  for  months  on  account  of  their 
thefts  and  dastardly  insults  to  women  and  children  in  that  part  of  the 
State  under  Federal  domination.  Thg  order  of  march  of  General 
Fremont  was  found  on  a  staff  omcer  left  in  our  hands.  It  shows 
eeven  brigades  of  infantry,  besides  numerous  cavalry,  I  had  throe 
email  brigades  during  the  greater  part  of  the  hctiori.  and  no  cavalry 
at  any  time.  They  made  no  bayonet  charge,  nor  did  they  commit 
any  particular  ravages  with  grape  or  canister,  although  the3'  state 
otherwise.  Colonel  Mercer  and  the  twenty-first  Georgia  tried  to 
close  with  them  three  times,  partly  succeeding  in  ^vertaking  them 
once.  That  officer  is  represented  to  have  handled  h-is  regiment  with 
great  sk^I,  and,  with  the  sixteenth  Mississippi,  Colonel  Poscj,  was 
the  closest  'engaged.  Brigadier  General  Trimble,  seventh  brigade, 
had  the  brunt  of  the  action  and  is  entitled  to  most  thanks.  Colonel 
Bradley  T.  Johnson  (first  IMavyland),  Colonel  Carnot  Posey  (six- 
teenth Mississippi),  Colonel  J.  T.  Jvlercer  (twenty-first  Georgia), 
Captain  Courtnay  (of  the  Courtnay  battery),  are  officers  who  were 
enabled  to  render  highly  valuable  service.  I  regret  I  cannot  go  more 
into  detilil  of  those  lower  in  rank,  whose  gallant  services  are.recomr 
pensed  by  the  esteem  of  their  comrades  and  their  own  self-approval — 
after  all,  the  highest  and  most  enduring  record. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  General  Fremont's  order  of  march  on  the  day 
of  battle,  and  detailed  reports'of  the  killed  and  wounded — names  and 
regiments  of  the  ofiiccrs  killed  and  wounded,  and  tabular  statements 
of  killed  and  wounded  uccording  to  regiments.  Also,  the  official 
report  of  Col,  J,  A.  Walker,  commanding  fourth  brigade. 

Ilespectlully,  (fee*., 

R.  S.   EVVELL,  Major  Ge?feraL 


REPORT    OF    GENERAL    EWELL.  OF    BATTLE    OF  PORT 
REPUBLIC,  JUNE  9,   1S6?. 

HeadquartilRS  Third  Division,  Department  N.  Va.,  } 

'      July  8th,  186L'.  S     ■ 

Major  R.  L.  Dabnf.y,  A.  A.  G.,  V.  1).  : 

Ma.i(«r  :   1  h:ive  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  my  division 
in  the  battle  nesir  Port  Republic,  on  the  0th  June,  1862. 

When  I  received  the  order  to  march  to  Port  Repuiilic,  to  join  in  the 
attack  on  the  forces  under  General  Shields,  my.cotumand  included,  in 
addition  to  luy  own  division,  the  second  brigade  of  the  army  of  the 
Valley  District.  Thi.s  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  J.  M. 
Patton.  ha<l  been  attached  to  my  command  during  the  engagement  of 
the  dav  before.  My  command  had  been  engaged  with  General  Fre- 
mont throughout  the  day  on  the  8th  June,  and  slept  upon  theinarms. 
The  brigades  commanded  by  Geneial  Trimble  and  Colonel  Patton, 
(except  one  regiment,)  and  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment.  Colonel 
Ilaycs,  had,  before  nTght  closed  in,  been  advanced  within  ran^e  of 
the  enemy's  musketry.  Day, was  breaking  on  the  ml)rning  of  the  9th 
June,  before  these  troops  commenced  their  march  from  this  position 
JO  the  other  field  at  Port  Republic,  seven  (7)  miles  distant,  some  of 
ihcra  without  food  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  commands  of  Gene- 
ral Tiimble  and  Colonel  Patton  were  kept  in  position  to  hold  the  en- 
emy, under  Fremont,  in  check  and  keep  him  from'advancing  upon  Port 
Republic,  or  taking  any  part  in  the  engagement  on  that  day.  The 
difficulty  in  effe^ing  the  crossing  of  the  south  branch  of  the  river  at 
Port  Republic,  occasioned  a  delay  which  separated  the  forces  in  my 
command.  When  I  reached  the  field,  the  eighth  Louisiamw  brigade^ 
commanded  by  General  Ta>  lor,  had  been  sent  by  Major  General  Jack- 
son, under  cover  of  the  wood,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear. 
One  of  the  regiments  of  the  second  (2(1)  brigade  of  my  division  was 
attached  to  the  left,  and  I  placed  the  fifty-eighth.  Colonel  Scott,  and 
the  forty-fourth  Virginia,  Colonel  Letcher,  under  cover  at  the  woods 
with  the  flank  towards  the  enemy.  When,  after  a  severe  struggle, 
from  the  advantage  of  position  and  numbers  the  enemy  were  driving 
our  front  on  the  left,  and  the  flank  of  the  advancing  enemy  (at  least 
two  brigades,)  came  in  front,  an  advance  was  ordered.  The  two  regi- 
ments, bravely  led  by  Colonel  Scott,  rushed  with  a  shout  upon  the 
enemy,  taking  him  in  flank.  For  the  nrst  time  that  day,  the  enemy 
waa  then  driven  hack  in  disorier  for  some  thousands  of  yards.  At 
the  same  instant,  while  our  artillery  Avas  retiiing  rapidly  ffom  the 
field,  one  piece' was  halted  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  showing 
great  quickness  and  decision  in  the  officers  commanding  it.  These 
efforts  checked  the  enemy  so  long  that,  although  Cclonel  Scott's  com- 
mand was  driven  back  to  the  woods  with  severe  loss,  there  was  time 
to  rally  and  lead  them  to  the  assistance  of  the  dghth  brigade.  Gene- 
ral R.  Taylor  commanding,  which  was  ^ard  engaging  the  enemy  far 
to  their  rear.     The  remnants  .of  the   t\vo  regiments  reached  General 
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Taylor  at  the  moment  when,  as  shown  in  bis  report,  fresh*  troops  of 
the  enemy  had  driven  him  from  the  battery  he  had  captured.  His 
brigade  formed  and  advanced  witli  these  two  regiments,  and  the  en- 
emy fled  a  second  time  from  the  battery  and  the  field,' after  exchang- 
ing a  few  shots.  The  credit  of  first  checkinrr  the  enemy,  and  then 
assisting  in  his  final  repulse,  and  of  the  capture  of  the  battery,  is 
due  to  these  two  regiments.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  another  inr-_ 
•  stance  of  volunteer  troops,  aftpr  a  severe  check,  rallying  and  again 
attacking  the  enemy.  To  General  Taylor  and  his  brigade  belongs 
the  honor^of  deciding  two  battles — that  of  Winchester  and  this  one. 
As  soon  as  his  fire  was  heard  in  rear  and  flank,  the  whole  force  of 
the  enemy  turned  to  meet  this  new  foe.  Colonel  Walker,  command- 
ing fourth  brigade,  ordered  by  the  M^jor  General  commanding,  to 
follow. the  eighth  brigade,  was  lost  in  the  mountains,  reported  to  me 
and  joined  in  the  pursuit.  General  Trimble,  commanding  seventh 
brigade,  with  part  of  Colonel  Patton's  command,  was  left  to  hold 
Fremont  in  check.  The  fifty-second  Virginia  regiment  was  detailed, 
and  fought  on  the  left  flank  with  General  Winder.  '  Colonel  Scott  re- 
ports:  *'  I  particularly  commend  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Walker, 
company  E,  forty-fourth  Virginia  There  may  have  been  others 
equally  worthy  of  comm>?ndation,  but  I  could  not  fail  to  notice  him.. 
When  the  brigade  halted  in  the  field  and  sat  down,  he  alone  sU)od  erect, 
went  in  front  and  attempted  to  get  the  brigade  to  advance  still  nearer 
the  enemy."  I  enclose  this  report,  and  recommend  the  officer  to  Ex- 
ecutive favor.  Lieut.  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  Maj.  Jas.  Barbour,  Lieu- 
tenant T.  T.  Turner,  and  Captain  Hugh  M.  Nelson,  of  my  staff,  ren- 
dered valuable  service  in  rallying  the  broken  troops.  Lieutenant  G. 
Campbell  Brown  was  absent,  owing  to  the  wound  r|(fceived  the  day 
previous.  I  enclose  sub-  reports  of  Colonel  Scott  and  General  Tay- 
lor ;  also  a  detailed  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  to  seventy- 
eight  killed,  and  five  hundred  and  thirty- five  wounded,  and  four  miss- 
ing* in  ail  six  hundred  and  seventeen  killed,  wounded  dnd  missing. 
Respectfully,  &c., 
5  R.  S.  EWELL,  Major  General. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  WINDER  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  8th 
AND  9x11  JUNE,   1862. 

•  IIka'dQI  ARTKRS    FiRST    BrIGADE,    VUlLEY    DiSTRICT,  ) 

C>imj>  near   Weycr's  Cave,    Virgi/iia,  June   15,   1862.       \ 

Major.R.  L.  Dabney,  A.  A.  G., 

Headquarters   Valley  District : 

Sir  :  I  havr  the  honor  herewith  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this 
brigade  in  the  operations  of  the  8th  and  9th  instants,  near  Port  Re- 
public, Virginia  : 

Whilst  quietly  in  camp,  Sunday  morning,  the  8th  instant,  between 
ei"-bt'and  nine  o'clock,  1  heard  artillery  to  our  right  and  rear,  which 
I  inferred  must  be  that  of  the  epemy.  Captain  Poague  came  in  at 
this  time  and  informed  me  he  had  ordered  his  battery  to  be  prepared 
for  action.  I  approved  it,  and  requested  him  to  transmit  to  Captain 
Carpenter,  camped  just  by  him,  instructions  to  the  same  eifect.  The 
good  judgment  of  both  these  officers  had  anticipated  such  orders,  a 
most  forljunate  circumstance,  indeed,  as  the  enemy  were  pressing 
rapidly  on  our  rear. 

General  Jackson  rode  to  my  tent  at  this  time,  and  ordered  me  to 
send  a  regiment  to  the  bridge  over  the  Shenandoah  at  Port  Republic 
in  double  quick  time.  I  at  once  sent  orders  to  Colonel  J.  W.  Allen, 
commanding  second  regiment,  to  conduct  his  regiment  to  thatpoint. 
-Mounting  my  horse,  I  rode  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge.  Passing 
Poague's  battery,  1  observed  a  Parrott  gun  hitched  up  and  ordered  it 
to  follow  me.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  camp  I  discovered 
the  position  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy  across  the  -river,  it  sending 
shell  just  across  the  road,  but  too  high  todo  any  damage.  Thegun 
arriving,  I  turned  it  to  the  left  to  bear  on  the  aforesaid  battery,  when 
General  Jackson  directed  me  to  send  it  to  him  on  the  right;  this  I 
did,  antJ  awaited  the  arrival  of  other  guns,  which  were  soon  brought 
up  and  placed  in  position  on  th«  hill  commanding  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river.  The  second  shot  silenced  the  enemy's  battery,  causing 
vt  to  limber  up  and  move  off. 

Carpenter's  battery  arriving,  I  ordered  it  to  be  placed  on  the  left 
of  Poague's,  and  the  eight  pieces  of  the  two  batteries  to  be  directed 
on  the  retreating  battery  and  column  of  infantry  advancing  up  the 
road.  The  guns  were  admirably  and  rapidly  served,  pouring  a  heavy 
and  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy.  His  column  halted,  staggered 
at  so  warm  a  reception,  wavered,  and  then  retreated  down  the  road, 
being  signaJly  repulsed  by  the  artillery  alone.  I  directed  the  pieces 
to  move  to  the  left,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  so  long  as  he  was 
within  range.  Two  or  more  guns  were  moved  a  mile  beyond  the 
original  position. 

Colonel  Allen,  second  regiment,  arriving,  I  directed  him  to  move 
to  the  left,  (General  Taliaferro'g  brigade  having  gone  to  the  bridge,) 
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throwing  out  skirmishers,  guarding  against  a  flank  movement,  by  the 
enemy.  The  fourth  regiment,  Colonel  Ronald,  was  ordered  to  sup- 
port this  regiment.  The  fifth  regiment.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Funk,  . 
supported  Poague's  battery.  The  twenty-seventh.  Colonel  Grigsby, 
supported  Carpenter's  battery.  The  thirty-third  regiment.  Colonel 
Neff,  was  advanced  on  the  left  and  held  in  position  to  repel  a  flank 
movement,  and  at  night  picketed  near  the  same  point.  Some  few 
unimportant  change's  occurred  daring  the  day,  but  the  enemy  did  not 
again  advance   within  range  of  our  guns.     So   heavy   and  well  di-' 

*rected  was  our  artillery  fire,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  a  howitzer  . 
and  two  limbers,  which  were  found-  in  the  woods  on  the  following  day, 
being  a  portion  of  the  battery  used  against  us  in  the  morning.  I . 
had  observed  him  trying  to  remove  it,  and  succeeded  beyond  my 
expectation  in  forcing  him  to  leave-  it,  though  I  knew  he  had  not 
taken  it  oft'  by  the  road  b}^  which  it  advanced.  The  brigade  moved' 
to  camp  at  dark,  just  above  Port  Ilepublie.  The  total  strength  of 
the  brigade  was  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  rank 
and  file  in  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  at  forty-five  minutes  past  three 
o'clock,  orders  were  immediately  given,  and  the  head  of  the  brigade 
reached  the  point  indicated  at  that  hour.  I  met  General  Jackson 
shortly  thereafter,  who  ordered  rac  to  move  across  South  river,  on  a 
temporary  foot  bridge  being  constructed.  I  sent  Lieutenant  Garnett 
to  recall  Colonel  Neft"'B  regiment  from  picket,  and  then  moved  the' 
brigade  as  indicated.  I  was  ordered  to  follow  the  road  down  the 
Valley.  I  placed  Colonel  Allen  in  front,  throwing  forward  two  com- 
panies as  an  advanced  guard.  Having  proceeded  about  a  mile,  the 
cavalry  in  front  reported  the  enemy's  pickets.  General  Jackson 
being  near,  I  referred  the  ofiicer  to  him.  1  then  received  orders  to 
drive  them,  occupy  the  woods  in  fiont,  and  attack  the  enemy.  I 
directed  Captain  Nadenbousch,  commanding  advance,  to  deploy 
skirmishers  on  either  side  of  the  road,  and  move  forward.  Captain 
Carpenter  to  advance  two  pieces,  take  post  on  left  of  road,  and  shell 
the  pickets.  These  orders  were  rapidly  and  well  executed.  The 
enemy's  pickets,  disappeared  arid  the  skirmisher^  advanced,  the  line- 
bein^  supported  by  Colonel  Allen.  The  enemy  here  opened  a  rapid' 
fire  of  shell,  with  grcnt  accuracy,  on  the  road  and  vicinity.  I  was 
then  ordered  to  send  a  regiment  through  the  woods  to  endeavor  to 
turn  their  battery ;  also,  a  battery,  to  get  a  position  above  them.  I 
directed  Colonel  Allen  to  move  with  his  regiment,  he  being  in  ad- 
vance, and  near  the  wood,  to   accomplish  this,   and  Colonel   Ronald^ 

'  fourth  regiment,  to  svipport  him  ;  Captain  Carpenter  to  take  his  bat- 
tery in  same  direction,  to  execute  the  above  order.  Captain  Poague'a 
two  Parrott  guns  !•  ordered  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  road,  io  a*, 
wheat  field,  and  opened  on  the  enemy's  battery,  the  smoke  of  which- 
only  could  \)e  seen;  the  remaining  pieceS  being  under  cover.  Colo- 
nel Grigsby,  twenty-seventh  regiment,  I  ordered  to  support  this 
battery.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Funk,  fifth  regiment,  was  placed  on. 
the  left,  and  to  the  rear  of  the  twenty-seventh  regiment.  The  thirty- 
third  regiment,   Colonel  Neff,  to  take  position  on   the  right  of  th*' 
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road  ;  but,  being  detained  in  crossing  the  river,  this  order  never 
reached  him.  The  enemy's  fire  was  so  •■well  directed,  I  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  separate  Poague's  two  guns,  placing  one  some  distance  on 
the  left,  and  ordering  Funk's  regiment  to  follow  the  movement  ere 
the  fire  was  resumed.  The  enemy  soon  placed  a  battery  of  two  pieces 
in  front,  and  in  a  commanding  position.  I  sent  Lieutenant  Garnett, 
and  afterwards  Captain  Poague,  to  look  for  a  position  nearer  and 
more  desirable,  but  none  could-  be  found,  unl&ss  the  enemy  were 
driven  off.  I  then  learned  his  skirmishers  were  advancing,  and  or- 
dered Funk's  regiment  forward  to  support  the  extreme  left  of  thf 
line,  at  the  same  time  sending  to  Gelieral  Jackson  for  reinforcements, 
being  greatly-outnumbered.  Colonel  II.  Hays  soon  reported  to  me 
with  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment.  I  directed  him  to  take  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  Funk's,  and  ordered  Grigsby's  regiment  up, 
placing  it  on  the  right  of  Ha^s.  This  line,  under  Plays,  I  or'dered 
to  move  forward,  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position  and  carry  his 
battery  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  I  at  the  same  time  directed  the 
remainder  of  Poague's  and  a  section  of  Carp'enter's  battery,  the  latter 
having  reported  it  impossible  to  get  through  the  thick  woods  or  find 
any  position,  to  be  advanced. 

Colonel  Hays  moved  his  command  forward  in  gallant  style,  with"  a 
cheer.  Seeing  his  movement,  I  advanced  with  the  artillery,  placirjg 
the  guns  in  battery  just  in  rear  of  Hays'  line,  which  I  found  had 
been  halted  behind  a  fence.  The  enemy  being  in  such  strong  force, 
and  pouring  in  such  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  rifles,  I  then  sent 
for  reinforcements,  but  received  none.  The  men  stood  it  boldly  for 
some  time,  and  fought  gallantly,  many  until  all  their  cartridges 
were  gone.  Captain  Raines  reported  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  one, 
however,  without  any  cannoniers ;  this  piece  I  sent  from  the  field, 
;he  other  being  brought  into  action.  Thad  directed  Captain  Poague 
to  move  with  a  Parrott  gun  to  the  right,  and  sent  Lieutenant  Garnett 
to  Carpenter  to  endeavor  to  place  his  section  so  as,  to  enfilade  the 
enemy. 

The  thirty-first  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  Colonel  Hoff^man, 
arrived  about  this  time  to  relieve  Colonel  Hays,  who  was  ordered  to 
join  his  brigade.  This  change  it  was  impossible  to  effect,  and  I  held 
Colonel  Hoffman  in  rear  of  the  batteries  for  their  security,  as  the 
infantry  line  began  to  waver  under  the  storm  of  shot,  shell,  and  balls 
which  was  being  rained  upon  them.  The  batteries  were  moved  to  the 
rear,  and  I  tried  to  rally  the  men,  placing  Hoffman's  regiment  in  line 
on  which  to  rally  them.  Here  I  partially  succeeded;  but  the  enemy 
60  greatly  outnumbered  us  and,  getting  within  such  easy  range, 
thinned  our  ranks  so  terribly,  that  it  was  impossible  to  rally  them  for 
Bome  time,  though  I  was  most  ably  assisted  in.  ray  endeavors  by  my 
Btaff,  the  gallant  Hays,  Grigsby,  Funk,  Major  Williams,  fifth  regi- 
ment, Captains  Nadenbousch,  second,  and  Burke,  fiftli  regiment. 
These  camo  particularly  under  my  observation,  though  doubtless 
ethers  did  their  duty  as  nobly  and  bravely.  Here  one  piece  of 
Poague's,  I  regret  to  say,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  I  having  or- 
^iered  it  to  halt  and  fire  on  his  advancing  column,  where  it  was 
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disabled,  as  shown  in  Poague's  report.  I  still  endeavored  to  rally 
the  remainder  of  this  force,  and  succeeded  in  j^etting  the  seventh 
Louisiana,  under  Major  Penn,  the  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  both 
being  wounded,  and  fifth  regiment,  under  Funk.  I  placed  two  pieces 
of  Poague's  battery  in  the  position  previously  occupied  and  again 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  he  having  halted  in  his  advan'ce.  A  sharp 
fire  from  the  wood  on  our  right  told  that  General  Taylor's  and  Allen's 
forces  were  engaged.  I  directed  the  Parrott  gun  on  the  enemy's  bat- 
tery, which  was  now  turned  on  those  forces.  I  was  gratified  to  learn 
from  General  Taylor  that  this  fire  was  of  service  to  him.  The  enemy 
now  moved  to  his  left  flank,  apparently  to  surround  this  command  in 
the  woods.  Seeing  two  regiments  lying  quietly  on  their  arms  to  the 
right,  under  the  Avoods,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Garnett  to  order 
them  forward  rapidly,  to  press  the  enemy's  rear.  •  I  then  moved  for- 
ward the  artillery,  with  its  supports,  and  obtained  a*  far  better 
position.  Captain  Chew  here,  reported  to  mc,  and  did  good  execution 
with  his  battery ,•  displaying  great  skill  antl  accuracy  in  his  fire.  I 
soon  met  General  Jackson  and  reported  my  impressions  to  him,  and 
was  told  he. had  ordered  up  other  troops.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garnett, 
forty-eighth  regiment,  came  up,  reporting  for  orders.  I  direlded  him 
to  follow  the  road  in  double-quick,  pressing  the  enemy  hotly  in  rear 
and  driving  him  from  his  position.  Major  Ilolliday,  thirty-third 
regiment,  rode  up  at  this  time,  and,  through  him,  I  sent  orders  to 
Colonel  NefF  to  do  the  same.  The  batteries  arriving,  I  continued  to 
advance  them  as  rapidly  as  possible,  pouring  in  a  heavy  and  well 
directed  fire  on  the  retreating  columns  of  the  enemy,  who  were  now 
driven  from  the  field,  routed  at  every  point.  A*  section  of  Captain 
Brockenbrough's "battery  joined  me  just  as  the  retreat  commenced 
and  was  ably  handled.  The  roads  and  woods  were  shelled,  and  the 
enemy  scattered  in  every  direction.  The  pursuit  was  continued  some 
four  miles,  when  I  met  General  Jackson,  who  was' in  advance,  and  by 
his  orders  halted  all  the  artillery,  except  two  pi'eces  of  Chew's  bat- 
tery. The  enemy  being  agaiii  driven  from  their  ambuscade,  I  followed 
with  my  command  to  a  point  some  eight  or  nine  miles  below  Port  Re- 
public, when  I  refceived  orders  to  return  and  c;unp  with  my  wagons, 
which  order  was  executed — my  advance  reaching  camp,  on  tlip  summit 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  at  Brown's  gap,  at  Inidnight,  and- the  batteries  at 
daylight.  It  again  affords  me  sincere  and  great  gratification  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  courage,  gallantry,  fortitude"and  good  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command,  ancTto  them  I  return  my  heart- 
felt thanks.  They  fought  gallantly  and  desperately,  as  our  holy  cause 
urged  them  to  do,  and  though  temporarily  repulsed,  it  was  only  from 
overwhelming  numbers.  Although  exposed  to  such  a  withering  fire, 
the  killed  are  few  in  number,  a  kind  Providence  having  guarded  many 
from  the  grq^it  dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed.  Colonels  Allen 
and  Ronald  were  so  far  sef)arated  from  me,  I  must  refer"  to  their  re- 
spective reports  for  the  operations  of  their  regiments.  To  my  'staff, 
Captain  O'Brien,  Lieutenants  Howard  and  Garnett,  I  tender  ray  sin- 
cere thanks  for  their  assistance  in  transmitting  my  orders  to  different 
points,  (though  under  heavy  fire  frequently,  after  the  fight  became 
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general,  ever  ready  and  prompt )  The  casualties  were:  two  officers 
and  eleven  rank  and  file  killed,  six  officers  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  rank  and  file  wounded,  and  thirty-two  rank  and  file  missing, 
making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  '  The  strength  of  the 
brigade  was  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirteen  .rank  and  file. 
For  detailed  accounts  of  the  afi"air  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports 
of  the  several  commanders,  herewith  transmitted. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  S.  WINDER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  SECOND  BRIGADE  IN  THE  BATTLE  OF  9th 

JUNE. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  V.   D.,    ),^ 
Camp  near  Mount  Meridim,  June  1 4th,  18G2.  S  ' 

Major  R.  L.  Dabnev,  A.   G.,   V.  D. : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  your  or(ter,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  yon 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  ray  brigade  in  the  battle  of 
the  9tii  instant  near  Port  Republic  : 

On  arriving  on  the  field  of  battle,  the  fifty-second  regiment,  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Skinner,  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left 
flank,  in  order  to  Rupport  General  Winder's  brigade,  then  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  The  forty-fourth  and  fifty-eighth,  under  my  com- 
mand, were  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  on  our  right  flank  in  the  rear  of  General  Taylor's  brigade, 
which  was  thrown  forward  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  oft'  the  most 
advanced  batteries  of  the  enemy.  We  were  ordered  to  support  Gen- 
eral Taylor.  In  a  short  time  after  the  fifty-second  reached  their  po- 
sition on  our  left  flank,  Genernl  W^inder'a  brigade  was  driven  back, 
and  the  fifty-second,  advancing  to  their  support,  were  also  overpow- 
ered and  driven  back,  and  the  enemy  advanced.  Seeing  this,  Geuerf.l 
Ewell  ordered  my  brigade,  now  consisting  of  the  forty-fourth  and 
fifty-eighth,  to  charge  the  enemy  diagonally  across  the  field.  This 
they  did,  w»ith  loud  cheers,  which  caused  the  enemy  to  fall  back,  but 
as  General  Ewell  was  with  the  brigade,  the  reiriainder  of  the  battle.  \ 
refer  you  to  his  report  for  an    account   of  its    subsequent  operations. 

In  this  action.  Lieutenant  Walker,  of  company  £,  in  the  forty- 
fourth  regiment,  highly  di;?tinguished  himself  for  his  gallantry.  The 
fifty-eighth  bad  four  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  The  forty-fourth 
had  fifteen  killed  and  thirty-five  wounded,  nearly  one-half  of  thoBe 
present  at  the  battle.  -The  fifty-second  had  twelve  killed  and  sixty- 
five  wounded,  and  seven  missing.  Amongst  those  were  Lieutenant 
G.  W.  Seaford,  killed,  and  Captain.  P.  Moore  and  Lieutenant  W. 
Ridgeway,  wounded,  in  the  fifty-eighth.  Lieutenant  Wm.  IL  Robert- 
eon,  killed,  and  Captain  John  T.  Martin,  Captain  Thomas  R.  Bucjjc- 
ner,  and  Captain  John  S.  Anderson,  and  Lieutenant  Omohundro, 
LiQutenant  James  II.  Hughes,  wounded,  in  the  forty-fourth.  Cap- 
tain B.  T.  Walton,  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Lewis  Harnian,  J.ieutenant 
S.  Brown,  Lieutenant  John  Ilanna,  .ind  Lieutenant  James  White, 
wounded,  in  the  fifty-second. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
Commaiiding  Brigade. 


KEPORT  OF  GENERAL  TALIAFERRO  OF  OPERATIONS  ON 
8th  and  9th  JUNE. 

■     »  Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  V.  D.,  * 

Camp  near  Fort  Republic,  June  13th,   1862. 

To  Major  R.  L.  Dabnev,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  a  brief  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  brigade  oq  the  Sth  and  9th  instants. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  my  camp,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Shen-andoah,  was  disturbed  by  the  sound  of  artillery,  close  under  the 
hills  below  us,  and  apparently  in  the  town  of  Port  Republic.  I  im- 
mediatel}'  ordered  the  brigade  to  be  formed,  and,  as  it  was  about  to  be 
formed  for  instruction,  the  regiments  were  speedily  in  line.  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  the  regiments  as  they  were  formed  to  the 
bridg6,  which  was  done.  On  reachins:  the  crest  of  the  hill  overlook- 
ing the  town  and  river,  I  perceived  that  a  party  of  the  enemy,  con- 
sisting of  some  cavalry  and  two  field  pieces,  had  penetrated  the  town 
and  that  a  piece  was  planted  at  the  mouth  of  the  bridge  commanding 
its  entrance,  and  the  v/hole  distance  through  it.  I  found  Major  Gen- 
eral Jackson  on  the  hill,  in  person,  directing  the  fire  of  spme  of  oar 
pieces,  and  he  ordered  me  to  charge  across  the  bridge,  capture  the 
piece,  and  occupy  the  town.  We  were  exposed  to  considerable  fire 
from  the  enemy's  guns  in-crossing  the  hill,  and  the  thirty-seventh  regi- 
ment lost  three  men  ;  but  that  regiment.  Col.  Fulkerson,  with  the  ut- 
most gallantry,  after  delivering  a  fire,  charged  across  the  bridge, 
captured  the  piece,  and  chased  the  enemy  fr.om  the  village,  killing 
and  capturing  several  of  them.  Had  I  known  the.  topography,  we 
could  have  captured  most  of  the  enemy,  but  we  made  at  first  for  the 
lower  ford,  which  I  supposed  was  the  oely  one  leading  into  the  town. 
Lieutenant  Duncan,  of  the  thirty-seventh,  perceiving  the  enemy 
crossing  at  an  upper  ford,  promptly  detached  a  part  of  the  regiment,' 
and  fired  upon  the  retreating  enemy  at  that 'point,  but  not  in  time  to 
cut  them  off.  I  threw  the  tenth,  Colonel  Warren,  into  the  town,  and 
occupied  with  that  and  the  thirty-seventh,  the  fords  near  the  town  ;. 
pUced  a  battery  (Carrington's)  on  the  hill  on  the  west  side,  which 
commanded  the  upper  fords,  and  ^ent  the  twenty-third  regiment 
to  protect  the  ford  near  Weyer's  cave.  In  the  meantime,  the  enemy's 
infantry,  which  had  advanced  toward  the  town,  was  driven^back  by 
the  artillery  in  great  confusion.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  of  my 
brigade,  did  beautiful  service  from  its  position  ;  the  precision  and 
accuracy  of  its  fire,  and  the  terrible  execution  it  effected,  eliciting 
the  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  it  -In  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  commanding  General,  I  occupied  the  town  during  the  night, 
with  part  of  my  command,  and  was  ordered,  at  dawn  of  the  9th,  to  re- 
occupy  the  position  I  bad  hcldon  the  8th,  so  as  to  co-opejate  Avitlf 
Gen.  Trimble  and  Col.  Patton's  brigades,  which  were  to  remain  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.     The  other  brigades  of  the  army  then  passed 
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me  to  attack  Shields'  •  troops  down  the  Valley.  After  the  fight  had 
lasted  some  time,  I  was  ordered  to  niove  to  the  scene  of  action,  which 
was  accomplished  by  my  men  with  wonderful  celerity.  I  came  up 
with  the  enemy  at  Lewis'  house,  and  found  them  posted  in  the  or- 
chard and  under  the  crest  of  a  hill.  General  Taylor's  Louisiana 
brigade  occupied  the  hills  on  the  right  of  the  road,  from  which^with 
extraordinary  gallantry,  they  had  driven  the  enemy,  capturing  a  full 
battery.  At  this  point  I  could  perceive  that ,  the  enemy  were 
leaving  the  orchard  and  slowly  retreating  down  the  flat.  I  hurriei 
up  my  command  as  rapidly  as  possible,  fired  upon  tho  enemy,  who, 
after  delivering  two  volleys  at  us  frotn  an  entire  -regiment,  became 
demoralized,  broke,  and  fled.  .We  pursued  them  seven  miles  with  the 
infantry  and  captured  between  three  and  four  hundred  I  do  tiot 
estimate  the  number  taken  by  other  troops.  Captain  Woodi rig's  bat- 
tery had,  during  this  time,  been  rendering  most  effective  service,  and 
.the  efl'ect  of  his  shot  was  remarkable;  By  direction  of  Major  Gene 
ral  Jackson,  two  pieces  of  his  battery  were  pushed  forward,  and  pur- 
sued tho  enemy  with  the  cavalry  for  many  miles  beyond  the  infantry, 
rendering,  under,  the  eye  of  the  commanding  General,  the  most  effec- 
tive service. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  state. that  my  brigade  had  the  opportunity 
to  take  but  litle  part  in  the  glorious  victory  achieved  by  our  troops 
on  this  day.  They  reached  the  battle-field  only  just  before  the  enemy 
retreated  ;  were  under  fire  for  a  very  short  time,  and  only  had  the 
satisfaction  of  securing  the  fruit  of  the  gallantry  of  others.  Never- 
theless, I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  refering  to  the  rapidity  with 
which  they  pressed  forward  to  the  fight,  and  the  zeal  and  gallantry 
manifested  by  officers  and  men.  The  thirty-seventh  regiment,  Colo- 
nel Fulkerson,  was  in  front,  and  captured  most  of  the  prisoners. 
Captain  Wood  and  Lieut.  Duncan,  of  that  regiment,  rendered  remarka- 
ble service,  and  Sergeant  Samuel  L.  Gray,  company  D,  thirty-seventh, 
actually  captured  at  one  time  a  Federal  captain  and  eleven  oF  his 
men,  all  armed,  and  although  fired  upon  by  them,  seized  the  captain's 
Bword  and  made  the  men  throw  down  their  arnjs. 

I  am  under  ol)ligatious  to  the  officers  of  my  staff',  Captain  Pen- 
dleton, A.  A.  G.  ;  Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  A.  D.  C,  and  Major  Stan- 
>  ard,  brigade  commissary,  for  their  services  gjind  gallant  conduct. 
ColonelFulkerson,  in  the  advance,  managed  his  command  admirably, 
and  Colonel  Warren,  tenth  Virginia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter, 
twenty-third,  kept  their  commands  closed  up,  and  all  in  hand*  for 
action. 

Thave  theiionor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

\\M.  B.  TAIJAFERRO, 
Brigadier  Gencnd  coinnianding  Third  Brigade^  V.  D. 


REPORT  OF  gOLONEL  WALKER  OF  OPERATIONS  OF 
FOURTH  BRIGADE. 

^  Headquarters  Folrth'Brigade,  June  J4,  1S62. 

Major  JAME^  Barbour,  A.  A.  General: 

I  have  the  honor. to  report  the  movements   of  the  regiments  under 
Hiy  command,  on  the  8th  and  0th  of  the  present  month,  : 

On  the  mocning  of  the  Sth,  General  Elzy  ordered  me  to  take  my 
own,  (thirteenth  Virginia,)  and  ♦the  twenty- fifth  Virginia  regiment, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Luffey  commanding,  and  proceed  to  the  right  of 
our  lines,  to  prevent  an  attempt  to  turn  that  flank.  We  moved  by  the 
right  flank  until  I  thought  we  were  on  the  enemy's  extreme  left,  and  then 
sending  two  companies  forward,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Terrill,  as  Skirmishers,  we  adv.anc.ed  in  line  across  the  cleared, 
ground  and  through  the  wpod  beyond,  without  encountering  the  cn- 
em3^  When  the  skirmishers  reached  the  skirt  of  the  woods  near 
Ever's  house,  they  "reported  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  close  at  hand. 
I  halted  my  command,  and,  going  foward  to  reconnoitre,  found  a  large 
force  of  infantry,  probably  a  brigade,  and  a  battery  in  a  wheat  field, 
about  four  hundred  yards  from  our  position.  Finding  myself  en- 
tirely separated  from  our  troops  on  the  left,  and  perceiving  the  en- 
emy were  moving  a  regiment  through  the  woods  to  our  right,  I  deemed 
it  best  to  withdraw  to  the  v.'oods  and  await  the  coming  of  other  troops. 
I  did  'so,  and  encountered  General  Trimble's  br.igade  advancing  on 
our  l(ft.  General  Trimble  informed  me  that  he  was  going  forward  to 
charge  the  enemy's  battery,  and  directed  me  to  advance  on  his  right. 
This  I  did,  again  sending  Colonel  Terrill  forward  with  skirnushers. 
He  soon  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  that  had  followed  us 
into  the  woods.  After  a' brief  but  active  skirmish,  they  Avere  driven 
back,  with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and  wounded  ;  among  the  latter, 
an  aid  of  General  Blenker.  We  again  moved  forward  under  cover 
of  Ever's  house  and  barn,  until  ordered  by  General  Trimble  to  move  . 
more  to  the  right,  so  as  to  leave  the  barn  and  house  on  my  loft  Iri 
moving  by  the  right  flank  to  gain  this  position,  we  received  a  heavy 
volley  of  musketry,  fi;pm  a  Yankee  force  on  "o-ur  left,  which  wounded  , 
several  of  the  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment,  and  almost  at  the  some 
instant,  the  right  of  the  thirteenth  regiment  Citme  into  full  view  of'a 
battery  of  three  ])ieces,  supported  by  three  regiments  of  infantry, 
and  not  more  than  four  hundred  yards  in  front.  The  battery  opened 
a  well  directed' and  heavy  fire  with  grape,  which,  owing  to  the  unex- 
pected nature  of  the  attack,  caused  some  confusion  ;  but  order  having 
been  restored,  the  troops  advanced  steadily  to  the  front,  to  a  fence 
fifty  yards  further  in  advance.  Finding  General  Trimble's  brigade 
'was  detained  h^  a  force  on  our  left,  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down 
and  fire,  this  they  did  with  such  effect  as 'to  twice  drive  the  enemy 
from  one  of  their  guns..  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  galling,  and  see-  * 
ing  no  further  good  could  hd  accomplished  by  remaining  longer,  in  my 
position,  I  moved  again  by  the  right  flank  to  the  cover  of  a  wood  and 


halted.     About  this  time   the   enemy  fell  back,  and  I  M-as  ordered  to 
remain  in  my  position. 

About  sundown,  I  was  directed  by  General  Trimble,  to  join  him 
on  the  left,  which  I  did,  and  remained  with  his  brigade  until  ordered 
back  to  camp,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night.  The  men  and  officers  of 
both  regiments  were  exposed  tg  a  terrible  fire  for  a  Few  moments,  and 
behaved  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

For  a  retport  of  the  operations  of  the  twelfth  Georgia  and  thirty- 
first  Virginia  volunteers  on  the  8th,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the. 
report  of  the  commanders  of  the  respective  regiments,  raarked'A 
and  B.. 

Lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded  will  be  found  enclosed  for  each  re- 
giment. 

The  report  from  Raines'  battery  \fM\  be  sent  as  soon  as  received. 

On  the  9th,  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  fourth  brigade,  Gene- 
ral Elzey  having  been  wounded  on  the  preceding  day.  After  cross- 
ing the  river,  I  rep?>rted  to  Major  General  Jackson,  who  ordered  me 
to  send  one  regiment  and  ray  battery  (Raines')  to  support  General 
Winder.  I  detached  the  thirty-first  Virginia  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Hoffman,  for  this  purpose,  and  saw  no  more  of  the 
regiment  or  battery  during  the  day.  The  accompanying  report, 
I  marked  C,  of  Colonel  Hoffman,  will  show  ihe  operations  of  his  regi- 
.ment,  "which,  I  regret  to  say,  was  badly  cut.  up,  being  placed  in  a  very 
exposed  position  for  some  time.  With  the  entire  remaining  regiments-, 
thirteenth,  twenty-fifth  Virginia,  and  tenth  Georgia,  I  was  ordered  to 
follow  General  Taylor's  brigade.  I  attempted  to  do  this,  but  having 
•no  guide,  and  being  totally  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  wo  became  entangled  in  the  thick  undergrowth,  and  made 
slow  progress  until  we  arrived  at  a  precipice,  so  matted  and  grown 
over  with  laurel  and  ivy,  that  we  could  advance  no  further  in  that  di- 
rection. I  then  marched  back  and  around  the  end  of  the  blufi',  and 
pushed  forward  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  the  heavy  firing  on  the 
right ;  but  juct  as  we  came  in  sight  of  General  Taylor's  brigade,  he 
had  succeeded  in  taking  the  enemy's  battery,  and  we  were  left  no 
part  but'to,  follow' the  retiring  foe,  which  we  did,  until  ordered  back. 

The  total  casualties  in  the  four  infantry  regiments  were  : 

On  the  8th  instant,  five  killed,  sixty-two  wounded;  total,  sixty- 
seven. 

On  the  9th  instant,  fifteen  killed,  eighty  wounded  and  i5ur  miss- 
ing ;   total,  nincty.nine. 

Aggregate,  twenty  killed,  one  hundred  and  forty-two. wounded  and 
four  missing  ;   total,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

In  Raines' battery,  there  were  two  killed,  and  seven  wounded; 
eighteen  horses  killed  or  disabled. 

Lists  of  the  casualties  in  each  regiment  are  herewith  appended. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
,  J.  A.  WALKER, 

Colonel  \Sth  Va.  volunteers,  commanding  4th  brigade. 
Official : 

G.  Campbell  Brown,  A.  A.  G.,  third  division.  , 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  TRIMBLE  OF  BATTLES  OF  JUNE    - 

8th  and  9th,   1862. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Brigade,      } 

Brown's  Gap,  June  11,  1862.  }      ' 

Major  J.  H.  Barbour,  A.  A.  Geneml : 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  Major  General  Ewell,  I  send  a 
statement  of  the  operations  of  my  brfgade  on  the  8th  and  9th  instants, 
in  the  battle  of  Cross-Keys. 

At  yo%r  request  I  rode  forwarS  with  you,  on  the  morning  of  the 
8th,  at  about  ten  o'clock,  to  examine  the  ground  most  desirable  for 
defence.  It  was  decided  to  post  my  artillery  (Courtnay's  battery,)  on 
the  hill  to  the  south  of  the  small  stream,  and  immediately  on  the  left 
of  road  from  L^nion  Church  to  Port  Republic.  You  directed  my  bri- 
gade <o  take  the  right  of  our  line  of  defence,  and  occupy  the  pine  hill 
to  the  east  of  the  road  and  the  battery,  but  somewhat  retired  from  the 
front,  in  echelon  position!  Previous  to  assigning  my  brigade  its 
position  in  line  of  battle,  I  rode  forwai-d  in  front  and  to  the  right,  « 
about  half  a  mile,  and  examined  a  wooded  hill  running  nearly  p'arallel 
tt>  our  line  of  battle.  Finding  this  position  advantageolis,  with  Its 
left  in  view  and  protected  by  my  artillery,  and  its  right  by  a  ravine 
and  densely  wooded  hill.  I  at  once  occupied  this  position  with  two 
regiments,  (the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first  Georgia,)  about  ■ 
half  past  ten  o'clock,  leaving  the  twenty -first  North  Carolina  with  the 
battery  to  protect  it.  Colonel  Canty,  of  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  by 
General  Ewell's  order,  had  been  left  on  picket  at  Union  Church,  one 
mile  in  advance.  This  regiment  was  the  first  engaged,  resisting  the 
enemy's  advance  by  a  destructive  fire  from  the  church,  the  graveyard 
and  the  woods.  Their  for^e  was  checked,  and  they  did  not  pursue 
the  regiment,  which  soon  after  retired,  finding  itself  outflanked  on 
right  and  left,  and  narrowly  escaped  being  entirely  cut  oS',  from  the 
failure" of  cavalry  picket  to  do  their  duty.  Colonel  Courtnay's  own 
pickets,  throAvn  out  as  a  precaution,  though  toM  the  cavalry  was  on 
that  dutys  alone  saved  the  regiment.  In  retreating  in  good  order,  he 
passed  the  enemy's  flanking  forces  on  the  right  end  left,  within  long 
gunshot  range,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  my  position  with  trifling 
loss.  Colt)ne-l  Canty  was  placecf  on  the  right  .of  the  two  regiments 
before  named.  ' 

Half  an  hour  later,  the  enemy  were  seen  to  advance,  with  General 
Blenker's  6ld  brigade  among  the  regiments,  as  prisoners  informed  me, 
the  eighth  New  York  and  Bucktail  rifles,  from  Penpsylvania,  driving 
in  our  pickets  before  a  heavy  fire.  I  ordered  the  three  regiments  to' 
rest  quietly  in  the  edge  of  an  open  wood,  until  the  enemy,. who  wetfe'  , 
advancing  in  regular  order  across  the  field  and  hollow,  should  come 
within  fifty  steps  of  our  line  ;  the  order' was  mainly  observed,  and  as 
the  enemy  appeared  above  the  crest  of  the  hill,  a  deadly  fire  was  de- 
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livered  along  our  whole  front,  beginning  on  the  right,  dropping  the 
deluded  victims  of  northern  fanaticism  and  misrule  by  scores.  The 
repulse  of  the  enemy  was  complete,  followed  by  an  advance,  ordered 
by  mo,  in  pursuit.  As  the  enemy's  fear  regiments  had  halted  in  the 
wood  on  the  other  side  of  .the  valley,  I  deemed  it  prudent,  after  the 
field  in  o«r  front  had  been  clear.ed,  to  resume  our  position  on  the  hill 
and  await  their  further  advance.  Kemaining  in  our  position  some 
fifteen  minutes,  and  finding  the  enemy  not  disposed  to  renew  the  con- 
test, and  observing  from  its  fire,  a  battery  on  the  enemy's  left,  half  a 
mile  in  advance  of  us,  I  promptly  decided  to  make  a  move  from  our 
right  flank,  and  try  to  capture  the  battery,  as  I  reported  at  the  time 
to  General  Ewell,  who  at  this  stage  of  the  action,  sent  to  know  our 
success,  and  to  tisk  if  I  wanted  reinforcements  ;  to  which  I  replied, 
''I  had  driven  back  the  enemy,  wanted  no  aid,  but  thought  I  could 
take  their  battery,  and  was  moving  for  that  purpose." 

I  accordingly,  in  person,  moved  the  fifteenth  Alabama  to  the  right 
along  a  ravine,  and;  unpereeived,  got  upon  the  enemy's  left  flank  and 
in  his  rear.  Marching  up  in  fine  order,  as  on  drill,  I  had,  on  leaving 
this  regiment,  ordered  .the  other  two  to  advance  rapidly  in  front 
as  soon  as  they  heard  I  was  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  These 
regiments,  before  the  order  was  executed,  stocd'calmly  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  directed  at  the  woods.  The  fifteenth 
Alabama,  completely  surprised  tho  forces  in  their  front,  (the  enemy's 
kft  flank.)  and  drove  them,  by  a  heavy  fire,  hotly  returned,  from  be- 
hind logs  and  trees,  along  the  wooii  to  the  westward.  Meantime  tho 
twenty-first  Georgia  and  sixteenth  Mississippi,  moved  across  the  field, 
and  fell  in  with  the  remainder  of  the  enemy's,  brigade,  which  had  re- 
formed in  tae  woods  %  our  left,  and  delivered  a  galling  fire  upon  the 
sixteenth  Mississippi,  which  omitted  to  turn  up  the  wood?,  to  its  left, 
after  ttie  main  body  of  the  einriny.  thus  exposing  ite  men  to  enfilading 
fire.  Colonel  Mercer,  of  the  twenty- first  Georgia,  came  to  their  timely 
rescue,  and  both  soon  gallantly  drove  the  enemy  ogt  of  the  woods, 
killing  ar.d  wounding  large  numbers. 

.  On  marching  to  the  right  flank,  with  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  I  found 
parts  of  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiments,  under 
command  of  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  of  Elzey's  brigade,  had  been 
ordered  to  my  support,  by  General  Ewell,  I  ordered  Colonel  Walker 
to  move  on  my  right  through  the  woods,  and  advance  on  the  enemy 
in  line  of  battle  perpendicularly  to  his  line,  and  in  rear  of  the  battery. 
Unluckily,  as  the  woods  tended  to  his  right,  he  marched  directly  on, 
fell  in  with  my  regiment,  (fifteenth  Alabama,)  and  lost  time  by  having 
to  move  by  the  flank,  .to  regain  his  position.  In  doing  this,  he  was 
exposed  to  tlie  view  of  the  battery,  which  turned  its  fire  on  him  with 
galling  eff'ect,  compelling  a  resort  to  the  woods.  At  this  time  the 
right  wing  of  the  fifteenth  Alabama  had  advanced,  unpereeived,  under 
my  direction  to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  there  play- 
ing rapidly  over  their  heads,  on  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Vir- 
ginia. Perceiving  the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first  Georgia 
had  advanced,  I  gave  orders  to  charge  the  battery.  Upon  reaching  the 
top  of  the  hill,  1  found  it  had  limbered  up,  ai.d  rapidly  retired  ;  having 
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lost  several  horses  bj  our  fire.  Fve  minutes  gain  in  time,  would  have 
captured  the  guns.  This  was  lost  by  the  Mississippi  regiment  in  mis- 
construing, my  orders. 

Another  brigade  of  the  enemy  supported  the  battery  two  hundred 
yards  to  its  left.  Our  right  advanced  into»the  open  ground,  and  at 
the  time  the  Alabama  and  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth* 'Virginia 
reached  their  positions,  this  force  was  driven  back  by  their  .united 
action*  and  retired  with  their  battery.  After  some  minutes  brisk  fire 
by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  their  entire  left  wing  retreated  to  their 
first  position,  near  Union  Church,  on  the  Kisseltown  road.  At  this 
time.  General  Taylor  with  his  brigade  joined  me.  He  had  previously 
been  ordered  to  my  support,  and  I  had  directed  him  to  march  up  in 
the  open  ground,  between  the  woods,  but  he  passed  too  far  to  the  right, 
and  lost  time  by  falling  in  behind  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Vir- 
ginia regiments.  I  called  General  Taylor  to  an  interview,  on  an  emi- 
nence in  view  of  the  enemy,  then  a  mile  distant,  where  a  battery  with 
an  infantry  force,  of  what  strength  we  could  not  discover,  was  in 
sight,  t  proposed  to  move  forward  and  renew  the  fight.  General  • 
Taylor's  reply  was  that  "we  ctJuld  soon  wipe  crut  that  force,  if  it  would 
do  any  good,"  but  ptoposed  to  return  his  brigade  to  camp  as  he  had 
that  morning  marched  rapidly  to  Port  Republic  and  returned,  and  his 
men  needed  rest  and  food.  I  replied  that  we  had' better  attack. the 
encin}^ ;  but  as  he  did  not  agree  with  me,  and  as  I  at  that  time  under- 
stood thsit  he  Avas  sent  to  aid  me  in  the  contest  which  v^ras  then  ended, 
I  did  not  insist  on  his  remaining.  He  left  me  about  four,  P.  M.  I 
then  disposed  the  three  regiments  in  the-  Avoods,  in  regular  order, 
about  one  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  enemy  with  skirmishers  in 
front  and  on  the  flank,  sending  word  to  Gerier  *  Ewell  that  the  enemy 
had  been  repulsed  on  our*right,  and  that  I  awaited  oniera. 

AJ)out  half  an  hour  after  General  Taylor  left.  Major  Barbour  came 
to  me,  with  orders  fro.ra  General  Ewell,  "to "move  to  the  front,"  and 
that  a  force'wo»«i!d  be  sent  forward  on  the  enemy's  right  to  make  a 
combined  attack  before  night.  It  was  too  late  to  recall  General  Tay- 
lor. I  moved  through  the  woods  and  halted  in  line,  five  hundred 
yards  from  the  enemy's  front,  (displayed  along  the  Kisseltown  road,) 
prepared  to  attack  him  as  soon  as  I  could  hear  from  their  fire,  that 
our  force  on  his  flank  was  engaged.  I  waited  half  an  hour  without 
anv  intimation  of  this  attack,  and  sent  a  courier  to  General  Ewell,  to 
say  I  awaited  the  movement  on  our  left.  Half  an  hour  afterwards,  I 
sent  another  courier  V,'ith  the  same  message,  and,  soon  after,  Lieuten- 
ant Lee,  of  my  staff,  to  say  that  if  the  attack  was  made  on  their' 
flank,  to  divert  their  attention  from  my  movement,  I  thgught  I  could 
overpower  the  enemy  in  front,  but  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  do 
so  alone,  as  I  could  plainly  see  three  batteries  of  the  eaemy  all  able 
to  bear  on  our  force,  as  we  should  advance  across  the  open  fields,  an'd 
what  I  estimated  at  five  brigades  of  infantry.  I  waited  in  suspense 
UHtil  after  dark,  saw  the  enemy  go  into  camp,  light  their  fires,  draw  , 
rations,  and  otherwise  dispose  themselves  for  the  night,  evidently  not 
expecting  any  further  attack.  I  then  sought  General  Ewell,  to  re- 
commend a  night  attack,  and  found  he  had  gone  to  report  to  General 
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Jackson.  Before  leaving,  I  was  strongly  tempted  to  n?ake"thc  ad- 
vance alone,  at  night,  and  should  have  done  so,  had  I  not  felt  it  a 
duty  to  secure  complete  success  by  waiting  for  the  combined  attack 
before  alluded  to,  and  having  some  scruples  in  regard  to  a  possiWo 
failure  if  acting  alone,  which  might  have  thwarted  the  plans  of  the 
commanding  General,  whose  success  the  day  after  would  be  seriously 
jeopardized  by  even  a  partial  reverse,  after  the  fortunate  results  of  the 
day.  I  regretted  that  I  had  not  detained  General  Taylor  until  Major 
Bapbour  reached  me,  as,  with  his  brigade  and  ray  own,  the  result 
would  have  been  reasonably  certain,  without  consulting  General 
Ewell.  Finally,  convinced  that  we  could  .make  a  "successful  night  at- 
tack, and  capture  or  disperse  General  Fremont's  entire  force,  cer- 
tainly all  his  artilJery,  1  awaited  General  Ewell's  return,  ami  then 
urged  more  than  ever  the  attack,  and  begged  him  to  go  with  mQ,  and 
*'see  how  easy  it  was."  He  said  he  could  not  take  the  responsibility, 
and  if  it  was  to  be  done,  ]  would  have  to  see  General  Jackson.  I 
accordingly  rode  seven  miles  to  see  him,  obtained  his  consent  to  have 
Colonel  Patton's  battalion  co-operate  with  me,  and  his  directions  "  to 
cons-ult  General  Ewell,  and  be  guided  by  him.  On  returning  to  Gen- 
eral Ewell  with  this  permission,  he  declined  taking  the  responsibility 
which  he  said  thus  rested  on  him,  and  continued,  with  General  Tay- 
lor, to  oppose  ijt  Jigainst  my  urgent  entreaties  to  be  permitted  to  make 
the  attack  alone,  with  my  brigade.  He  only  replied,  '*  Y.ou  have 
done  well  enough  for  one  day,  and  even  a  partial  reverse  would  in- 
terfere with  General  Jackson's  plans  for  the  next  day."  ,  I  replied 
that,  "we  should  have  the  army  of  Fremont  pressing  us  to-morrow, 
if  not  driven  oft',  and  thc^t  we  ha^d  better  fight  one  array  at  a  time." 
So  ended  the  matter,  ^ly  regiments  remained  under  arms  all  night, 
and  I  moved  to  camp  at  daybreak  with  reluctance. 

Having  received  orders  to  retard  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Fort  Republic  road,  on  the  9th,  I  took  up  our  old  position,  and  re- 
mained until  nine  o'clock,  when,  being,  without  artillery,  and  finding 
the  enemy  had  placed  a  battery  to  di;ive  us  out  of  the  wood,  where 
.they  had  sustained  so  fatal  a  repulse  the  day  before,  I  slowly  retired 
towards  Port  Republic.  Receiving  from  General  Jackson  two  mes- 
sages, in  quick  succession,  to  hasten  to  the  battle-field,  where  he  had 
engaged  General  Shields'  army,  I  marched  rapidly  to  obey  this  ord^r, 
crossed  the  bridge,  burned  it  just  before  the  enemy  appeared,  and 
reached  the  field  after  the  contest  had-  been  decided  in  our  favor.  To 
sura  up  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  I  may  state  that  our  handsome 
success  on  the  rtght  was  due  to  the  judicious  position  selected,  as  well 
as  to  the  game  spirit  and  eagerness  of  the  men.  The  flank  move- 
ment to  the  right,  totally  unexpected  by  the  enemy,  and  handsomely 
carried  out  by  Colonel  Cantey,  completed  our  success,  and  although 
we  failed  to  take  their  battery  it  was  not  attributable  to  unskillful 
manceuvering,  but  to  one  of  those  accidents  which  often  decide  the  re- 
sult of  battles  and  partial  engagements. 

To  the  bearing  of  all  the  officers — dismounted  by  my  order,  except 
myself  and  staff — and  the  men,  I  give  most  favorable  testimony,  and 
cannot  withhold  my  highest  admiration  of  their  gallant  conduct  and 
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fine  discipline,  and  after  the  contest,  as  you  witnessed,  every  rcgi-.  - 
inent  was  in  line,  as  composed  as  if  they  had  been  on  drill. 

The  prisoners  and  wounded  say  two  brigades  were  opposed  to  us, 
(General  Blenker's  old  brigade,  now  Stahl's,  and  General  Train's, 
with  reserves,  probably  not  less  than  six  to  seven  thousand  men,  one 
regiment  having  brought  eight  hundred  men  on  the  field,)  with  two 
batteries  of  artillery.  My  three  regiments,  counting  thirteen  hun- 
dred and/orty-eightmen  and  officers,  repulsed  the  brigade  of  Bleaker 
three  times;  and  one  hour  after,  with  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth 
Virginia  regiments,  whose  conduct,  while  observed  by  me,  was  cha- 
racterized by  steadiness  and  gallantry,  the  other  brigade  of  the  en- 
emy, with  their  battery,  was  driven;  from  the  field,  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  first  scene  of  the  contest; 

On  the  ground  wheTc  we  first  opened  fire,  two  hundred  and  ninety 
of  the  enemy  were  left  dead.  I  think  a  moderate  estimate  would 
place  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  on  their  left  wing  at  sev- 
enteen hundred  and  forty.  Prisoners  said  that  the  famous  eighth 
New  York  regiment  and  Bucktails,  whose  gallantry  deserved  a  better 
fate,  were  entirely  cut  to  pieces;  their  flag  was  left  on  the  field,  and 
secured  by  the  twenty-first  Georgia. 

Of  the  heroic  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  Courtnay's  bat- 
tery, commanded  by  Captain  Courtnay,  with  Lieutenant  Latimer  as 
first  Lieutenant,  in  holding  their  position  ynder  the  incessant  fire  of 
four  batteries  at  one  tim<^  1  cannot  speak  in  terms  which  would  do 
them  full  justice.  The  fact  that  they  stood  bravely  up  to  their  work 
for  over  five  hours,  exhausted  all  their  shot  and  shell  and  continued 
their  fire  with  canister  to  the  end  Qf  the  battle,  speaks  more  in  their 
favor,  than  the  most  labored  panegyric-  The  admirable  position  se- 
lected for  the  battery  alone  saved  it  from  total  destruction,  if  a  special 
Providence  did  not  guard  it  from  harm 

The  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  left  to  support  this  battery,  was 
exposed  to  the  effect  of  the  terrific  fire,  but  under  cover  cf  the  hill, 
happily  escaped  with  few  casu^ties.  When  the  battery  was  threatened 
with  an  infantry  force,  this  regiment  was  called  and  readily  took  its 
position  to  repel  the  enemy's  attack,  and  stood  modestly  ready  to  do 
its  duty,  as  gallantly  as  heretofore.  To  Colonel  Mercer,  for  his  judi- 
cious movements  during  the  day,  and  to  Colonel  Canty,  for  his  skill- 
ful retreat  from  picket  and  prompt  flank  manouvre,  I  think  special 
praise  is  due,  as  well  as  to  my  staff",  Captiain  Hall  and  Lieutenants 
McKim  and  Lee,  for  the  promptness  and  coolness  displayed  in  con- 
veying orders.  I  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Major  General 
to  the  services  performed  on  this  occasion  and  previously,  by  Captain 
Brown,  of  company  A,  sixteenth  Mississippi,  who,  with  portions  of 
his  company,  has  within  the  last  few  weeks,  killed  twelve  of  the  ^nemy, 
captured  sixty-four  with  their  arms,  and  some  twenty-five  horses  with 
their  equipments  ;  and  to  the  conspicious  gallantry  of  private  Long, 
of  company  B,  twenty-first  Georgia,  who,  while  acting  as  skirmisher 
on  the  ^Sth  instant,  brought  in  ten  prisoners,  five  (5)  with  their  arms, 
captured  at  one  time,  and  shot  an  officer  of  General  Fremont's  staff, 
obtaining  from  him  the  enemy's  order  of  march,  herewith  enclosed,. 
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from  which  it  appears  they  had  on  the  field  seven  brigades  of  infantry, 
besides  cavalry  atnl  artillery. 

It  is  but  an  :».-t  6f  simple  justice  to  the  brave  men  of  my  command 
to  say  that  tliis  battle  was  fought  by  their  infantry  and  artillery,  in 
fact,  alone.  Colonel  Walker's  thirteenth  and  tAventy-fifth  Virginia 
regiments  aided  in  the  last  repulse.  General  Taylor's  brigade,  not 
having  been  engaged  or  seen  by  the  enemy.  The  infantry,  xmder 
Brigadier  General  Stewart,  on  the  left  of  the  line,  encountered  at  no 
time  of  the  day,  more  than  the  enemy'n  skirmishers,  as  they  made  no 
demonstration  on  our  left.  The  battery  of  General  Stewart  was  in 
the  early  part  of  the  fight,  but  was  withdrawn  after  a  severe  loss  of 
horses,  leaving  Captain  Courtnay's  battery  to.  contend  singly  with 
four  batteries  of  the  enemy.  Herewith  I  hand  a  list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded. 

•  I4^t  of  killed  and  wounded. — Twenty-five  killed,  twenty-five  wounded 
and  four  .missing,  not  including  Colonel  Walker's  loss,  which  was 
email.  The  names  of  the  officers  killed  and  wounded  are  not  here 
given.  # 

Very  respectfully, 
6  J.  R.  TRIMBLE,  Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  TAYLOR   OF   BATTLES  OF  8th 

AND  9th  JUNE,  1862. 

Headquarters  Eighth  Brigade,  ) 
June  lUh,   1862.  J 

To  Major  Barhour, 

A.  A.   General,   Third  Division : 

Major  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
eighth  brigade,  as  cownected  with'the  actions  of  the  8th  and  9th  in- 
stants :  ■  . 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  I  received  orders  to  march  the  brigade 
to  Port  Republic  to  assist  in  repelling  the  attack  commenced  on  the 
bridf^e  at  that  point  by  Shields'  forces.  When  within  a  mile  and  a 
iialf  of  the  bridge,  the  column  was  halted  by  order  of  Major  General 
Jackson,  to  await  further  orders,  '^ese  were  shortly  received,  in 
effect,  to  return  to  the  front  and  act  as  a  reserve  to  the  troops  then 
engaged  against  Fremont.  Here  the  brigade  became  separated  ;  two 
^  regiments — the  seventh  and  eighth  Louisiana — being  ordered  by  Major 
General  Ewell  to  the  support  of  a  battery  in  the  centre  or  on  the  left 
of  our  line,  while  1  marched  the  remaining  two  regiments  aiid  Wheat's 
battalion  to  the  right,  to  support  General  Trimble's  brigade,  then 
much  pressed.  The  display  of  force  caused  the  enemy  to  retire  still 
further  from  the  position,  to  which  he  had  been  driven  by  the  vigor- 
ous charge  of  Trimble's  cannoneers.  The  brigade,  though  not  ac- 
tually in  ac^on,  on  this  day,  was  much  exposed  to  the  enemy's  shell, 
and  suili'cred  a  loss  of  one  private  killed,  one  officer,  (Captain  Green, 
Beventh  Louisiana,)  and  seven  privates  and  non-commissioned  officers 
wounded. 

On  the  9th,  I  marched  from  camp,  near  Donkard's  churCh,  accord- 
ing to  orders,  at  daylight,  and  proceeded  across  Port  Republic  bridge 
to  the  field,  where  General  AVinder's  tro.ops  had  already  engaged  the 
enemy.  Here  I  received  orders  from  the  Major  General  command- 
ing to  leave  one  regiment  near,  the  position  then  occupied  by  himself, 
and,  with  the  main  body,  to  make  a  detour  to  the  right,  for  the  purpose 
of  checking  a  formidable  battery  planted  in  that  locality.  The  nature 
of  the  ground  over  which  we  passed  necessarily  rendered  our  progress 
tlow.  On  reaching  the  position  indicated  the  charge  was  made,  and 
the  battery,  consisting  of  six  guns,  fell  into  our  hands,  after  an  ob- 
stinate resistance  on  the  part  of  its  supporters,  our  troops  being  at 
the  tame  time  subjected  to  a  most  destructive  lire  from  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  posted  in  a  wood  above  the  battery.  After  holding 
the  battery  for  a  short  time,  a  fresh  brigade  of  the  enemy's  troops, 
moving  from  their  position  on  my  left  flank,  and  where  they  had 
been  fronting  the  troops  of  AVinder's  brigade,  made  a  determined  and 
wellrconducted  advance  upon  us,  accompanied  by  a  galling  ^re  of 
canister  from  a  piece  suddenly  brought  into  position,  at  a  distance  of 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  jarcls.     Under    this   combined   attack. 


my  comma  ad  fell  back  to  the  skirts  of  the  wood,  near  which  the  cap- 
tured battery  was  stationed,  and  from  this  point  continued  their  fire 
upon  the  advancing  enemy,  who  succeeded  in  reclaiming  oniy  one 
gun,  which  he  carried  off,  leaving  both  caisson  and  limber.  At  this 
moment  our  batteries  in  my  rear  opened  fire,  and  reinforcements 
coming  up,  led  by  Major  General  Ewell,  the  battle  was  decided  incur 
favor,  and  the  enemy  precipitately  lied.  The  seventh  regiment.  Col- 
onel Hays,  being  the  regiment  left  in  the  front  by  order  of  General 
Jackson,  was  meanwhile  engaged  in  another  portion  of  the  field,  and 
suffered  heavy  loss.  The  guns  captured  by  the  brigade  were  five  in 
number,  and  one  other — a  brass  twelve-pound  howitzer — was  after- 
wards discovered,  deserted  in  the  woods  near  the  Brown's  Gap  road, 
by  Lieutenant  Dushene,  quartermaster  of  Wheat's  battalion,  and  by 
him  brought  off. 

,The  loss  of  the  brigade  on  this  day  was  as  follows  : 

Killed. — Sixth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieutenant  J.  II,  Didlako ; 
seventh  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  A.  G.  Moore  ;  ninth  Louisiana,  Wm. 
A.   Meigell.  ^ 

Wounded. — Colonel  H.  T.  Hays,  severely,  but  not  dangerously,  in 
the  shoulder ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  De  Chorsefil,  in  the  breast. 
Eighth  Louisiana,  Captain  Le  Crandell,  slightly.  Sixth  Louisiana, 
Lieutenant  James  0.  Martin,  slightly  ;  Lieutenant  Farrar,  slightly. 
Seventh  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Pendnrgast;  Lieutenant  W.  C.  l3ivia, 
known  to  be  wounded  and  still  missing  ;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Brooks. 
Eighth  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Randolph,  severely  ;  Lieutenant  L  P. 
Wren,  severely  and  missing  ;  Lieut.  R.  Montgomery,  slightly.  Wheat's 
battalion.  Lieutenant  John  Coylc  ;  Lieutenant  F.H.  Ripley;  Lieut. 
McCarthy;  Adjutant  B.  Putnam,  severely;  Lieutenant  E  II.  Cock- 
roft,  severely.  Twenty-nine  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
killed,  two  hundred  and  forty  wounded,  and  nine  missing. 

Recapitulation  for  the  two  actions  of  the  8th  and  9th  instants  . 

Officers,  four  killed  ;  seventeen  wounded.  Non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates,  thirty  killed  ;  two  hundred  and  forty-seven 
wounded.  Missiug,  nine  privates.  Entire  loss  of  the  brigade  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  three  hundred  and  seven. 

The  above  record  is  a  mere  statement  of  facts;  but  no  language  can 
adequately  describe  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  eighth  brigaie  in  the 
action  of  the  9th  instant.  Disordered  by  the  rapidity  of  their  charge 
through  a  dense  thicket,  making  the  charge  itself  just  as  the  loud 
cheers  of  the  enemy  proclaimed  his  success  in-«inother  part  of  the 
field,  assailed  by  a  superior  force  in  the  front  and  on  the  flanks,  with 
two  batteries  in  position  within  point  blank  range,  nobly  d.id  the  sons 
of  Louisiana  sustain  the  reputation  of  their  State. »  Three  times  was 
the  captured  battery  lost  and  won,  the  enemy  fighting  with  great  de- 
termination. Colonel  Seymour,  of  the  sixth  Louisiana,  and  Major 
Wheat,  of  the  battalion,  on  the  left;  Colonel  Stafford,  of  the  ninth,, 
in  the  centre,  and  Colonel  KcUcy,  of  the  eighth,  on  the  right^— al! 
acted  with  the  most  determined  gallantry,  and  were  as  gallantly  sup- 
ported by -their  officers  and  men.  Members  of  each  of  the  regiments 
engaged  in  the  charge  were  found  dead  under  the  guns  of  the  captured 
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battery.  Captain  Surget,  A.  A.  General,  distinguislied  himself 
greatly  and  rendered  the  most  important  service  on  the  left.  Lieu- 
tenant Hamilton,  aid-de-camp,  gave  me  valuable  assistance  in  rally- 
ing and  reforming  the  men,  when  driven  back  to  the  edge  of  the 
wood,  as  did  Lieutenant  Killmartin,  of  the  seventh  Louisiana  regi- 
ment, temporarily  attached  to  my  staff.  Circumstances  unfortunately 
detained  the  seventh  regiment,  under  the  gallant  Colonel  Hays,  in 
another  part  of  the  field.  Its  record  of  one  hundred  fifty-six  killed 
and  wounded — fifty  per  cent  of  the  number  carried  into  action — 
ehovrs  the  service  it  performed. 

Rcspectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  TAYLOR,  Brigadier  {general. 
Official : 

G.  Campdell  Brown,  A.  A.  G. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  W.  C.  SCOTT  IN  RELATION  TO 
THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  6x11  OF  JUNE,  NEAR  HARRISON- 
BURG. 

The  brigade  now  commanded  by  me,  wasi  coraanded  by  General 
George  H.  Stewart.  It  was  annexed  to  th»  first  Maryland  previously, 
under  the  command  of  that  officer.  The  whole  brigade  having  ad- 
vanced in  this  direction  about  four  miles  this  side  of  Harrisonburg, 
were  marched  back  through  the  woods,  towards  Harrisonburg,  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  off  a  regiment  of  the  enemy,  which  we  under- 
stood was  following  us.  The  fifty- eighth  Virginia  was  leading,  the 
first  Maryland  next,  the  forty-fourth  Virginia  next,  and  the  fifty- 
second  last.  We  marched  by  the  right  flank.  The  fifty-eighth  was 
first  engaged,  the  others  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods.  Ul- 
timately, General  Stpwart  led  the  first  Maryland  and  forty- fourth  by 
the  right  flank  towards  the  main  road,  and  then  bending  around  to- 
wards the  right,  approached  the  place  of  combat,  but  halted  then  in 
the  woods,  when  within  one  or  two  hundred  yards  of  that  place.  We 
had  remained  halted  but  a  few  minutes,  when  General  Ewell  ordered 
as  to  charge  bayonets.  The  first  Maryland  and  forty-fourth  dashed 
forward  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  with  loud  cheers,  until  they  came  up 
with  the  fifty-eighth,  and  on  delivering  their  first  fire,  the  enemy  fled 
with  precipitation.  I  am  not  sure  they  were  not  flying  before,  as  T 
could  not  run  as  fast  as  the  men,  and  did  not  get  up  as  soon  as  they 
did.  The  fifty-eighth  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle  and  fought  gal- 
lantly. As  reinforcements  were  advancing  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
we  were  ordered  to  retire  towards  the  rear.  The  fifty-second  did  not 
accompany  these  movements,  but  remained  in  the  woods,  drawn  up  in 
line  of  battle,  where  the  brigade  was  first  formed.  Colonel  Skinner, 
the  commander,  informing  me  that  he  heard  no  orders  to  move. 

In  this  action  the  fifty-eighth  lost   eleven    killed,    and  thirty-nine 
wounded,  and  three  missing.     The   forty-fourth  and  fifty-second  lost 
none.     I  do  not  know  the  loss  of  the  first  Maryland. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
Colonel  Uth  Reg.    Va.    Vols. 

P.  S. — In  this  action.  General  Ashby  was  killed. 


REPORT    OF    COLONEL   W.  0.    SCOTT   IN    RELATION   TO 
THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  8th  NEAR  PORT  REPUBLIC. 

In  this  action,  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  I  only  commanded  the 
forty-fourth  regiment.  The  fifty-eighth  Virginia  was  placed  in  rear 
of  our  batteries,  on  the  left  flank,  to  support  them.  The  fifty-second 
was  further  in  the  rear.  The  forty-fourth  was  divided  into  two  parts, 
and  each  part  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers.  One  part,  under  Major 
Cobb,  skirmished  the  wood,  near  our  most  advanced  battery  on  our 
left ;  the  other  part,  under  Captain  Buckner,  skirmished  the  wood 
near  the  main  road  to  our  front.  This  latter  first  came  in  contact 
with  the  enemy,  and  being  overpowered,  retired  and  formed  a  junction 
with  the  first  part.  They  v^ere  then  attacked  by  two  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  and  after  the  exchange  of  a  few  rotfnds,  the  forty-fourth, 
under  Major  Cobb,  gallantly  charged  them  with  the»bayonet,  drove  them 
back,  killing  several,  (one  with  the  bayonet,)  and  taking  five  prison- 
ers. The  forty-fourth  nilmbered,  in  the  fight,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  men.  The  forty-fourth  and 
fifty-eighth  then  waited,  but  the  enemy  not  approaching  very  near, 
except  the  sharpshooters,  there  was  no  regular  fight.  I  do  not  know 
the  locality  of  the  fifty-second  in  the  evening,  as  I  was  .with  the, 
forty-fourth  and  fifty-eighth,    and  momentarily  expecting  an  attack. 

In  this  engagement  the  forty-fourth  lost  one  killed  and  three 
wounded.  The  fifty-second  had  two  killed  and  twenty-four  wounded, 
and  the  fifty-eighth  none  killed  and  five  wounded.  Lark's  battery, 
two  killed  and  three  wounded.  Total,  five  killed  and  thirty-five 
wounded.  In  this  action,.  Major  Ross,  of  the  fifty-eighth  was 
wounded ;  so  was  General  Stewart. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
Commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  COLOISEL  SCOTT,  -COMMANDING   BRIGADE, 
OF    OPERATIONS    ON    THE    6th,    8th   AND    9th   JUNE, 

1862. 

IlEADQUARTt:RS  BrIGADE,  C^X.P    NEAR  Mt.   MEnrOIAN,  > 

June  14,  1863.  i 

Major  General  Ewell: 

General:  In  regard  to  the  actiQn  of  the  6th,  I  have  only  this  to 
rcinark,  that  the  fifty-eighth  regiment  was  the  right  and  leading  regi- 
ment of  the  brig.ido,  and  first  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  but 
as  the  brigade  was  then  ur»der  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Stuart,  I  do  not  know  personally  what  transpired  with  that  regiment. 
The  otlucr  regiments,  the  first  Maryland,  and  the  forty- fourth  and 
fifty-second  Virginia  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods,  in 
the  rear  of  thg  fifty-eighth.  After  the  firing  had  continued  for  same 
time,  General  Stewart  led  the  first  Maryland  regiment,  (the  lojiding 
regiment,)  towards  the  turnpike,  by  the  right  ilank,  followed  by  the 
forty-fourth,  and  thence  up  the  fence  towards  the  place  from  which 
the  firing  emanated,  and  was  hottest.  The  Gft^'-second  did. not  follow 
these  movements,  as  the  commander,  Col.  Skinner,  says  he  heard  np 
Orders,  but  remained  drawn  up  in  the  woods.  Ultimavely,  you  gave 
the  command  ''Charge,"  to  the  first  Maryland  and  forty-fourth,  which 
they  did  in  gallant  style,  until  thej  reached  the  fence,  when,  pourir.g 
in  a  volley  on  the  enemy,  he  fled  in  great  precipitation. 

On  the  Sth,  the  fifty-second  and  fifty-eighth  were  posted  so  as  to 
support  the  batteries  on  your  left  wing.  The  forty-fourth  was  di- 
vided into  tAVO  parts,  and  thrown  forward  a  considerable  distance,  to 
skirmish  the  woods  on  the  left,  and  the  woods  near  the  main  road  in 
front.  That  part  which  was  ordered  to  skirmish  the  woods  near  the 
main  raid  in  front,  first  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  but  being 
to©  weak  to  defend  itself,  it  fell  back  and  united  with  the  other  por- 
tion of  that  regiment  in  the  woods  near  your  left,  and  most  advanced  bat- 
tery. At  this  point,  the  forty-fourfh,  numbering  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  thirty  men,  were  attacked  by  two  regiments  of  the  en- 
emy, and,  after  exchanging  a  few  rounds,  the  forty-foUrth  charged 
them  gallantly  with  the  bayonet,  and  broke  them,  chasing  them  a  con- 
siderable distance,  killing  several,  and  taking  some  prisoners. 

On  the  9th,  the  fifty-second  was  detached  and  sent  forward  on  our 
left  to  support  General  Winder,  (I  think.)  When  General  Winder 
was  driven  back,  the  fifty-second  went  forward,  but  Avas  driven  back 
also.  The  forty-fourth  and  fifty-eighth  were  placed  in  a  wood  on  our 
right  wing.  You  were  with  them.  You  know  all  about  the  order  to 
charge,  the  way  in  which  the  order  was  executed,  the  retirement  of 
the  regiments  to  the  wood,  in  consequence  of  being  overpowered,  and 
there  being  rallied  by  you,  and  the  ultimate  charge  under  you  by  a 
part  of  the  brigade.  The  casualties  have  been  sent  to  General  Jack- 
eon,  from  whom  you  can  obtain  them.  I  do  not  recollect  them.  I 
particularly  commend  to  you  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Walker,  of. 
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company  E,  forty-fourth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers.  There  may 
have  been  others  equally  worthy  of  commendation,  but  I  could  not 
fail  to  notice  him.  When  the  brigade  halted  in  the  field  and  sat 
down,  he  alone  stood  erect,  went  in  front,  and  attempted  to  get  th» 
brigade  to  advance  still  nearer  the  enemy. 

Yery  respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 

Commanding  brigade^ 
Official : 

G.  Ca.mkb*:ll  Brown, 

A.  A.  G,,  third  division^ 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NEFF. 

I        ■     Headquarters  Thirty-third   Regiment,  ) 
Brown's  Gap,    June  \\th,   1862.       5 

To  Captain  O'Brien, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  First  Brigade : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  regiment  on 
Sunday  and  Monday,  the  8th  and  9th  instants  :        • 

About  nine,  A.  M.,on  Sunday  last,  the  camp  was  suddenly  startled 
by  general  reports  of  artillery  in  the  direction  of  Port  Republic. 
I  immediately  gave  orders  to  pack  the  wagona  and  get  under  arms, 
anticipating  an  order  to  that  effect  in  a  few  moments  from  headquar- 
ters, in  which  I  was  not  mistaken.  The  regiment  was  soon  under 
arms,* and  in  a  few  moments  was  put  in  motion,  marching  in  the  di- 
rection of  Port  Republic,  my  regiment  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  Aa 
we  moved  on,  the  cannonading  became  quite  warm,  and  on  a  nearer 
approach,  I  found  two,  or  perhaps  portions  of  three,  batteries  actively 
engaged,  firing  from  a  commanding  position  on  the  west  side  of  the 
•river  upon  the  enemy's  infantry,  several  regiments  of  which  were  in 
a  flat  bottom  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river. 

Halting  for  a  moment  near  a  battery  on  the  left  of  the  road,  I  went 
forward  for  instructions,  and,  meeting  Captain  O'Brien,  was  ordered 
to  follow  the  fourth  regiment,  then  marching  to  the  left.  We  marched 
on  for  perhaps  a  mile  or  more,  taking  various  positions  and  changing 
them  every  few  moments,  until  entering  a  body  of  woods,  the  fourth 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  throwing  skirmishers  in  front  and  left  flank, 
it  moved  on  down  the  McGaheysville  road.  I  followed  with  my  regi- 
ment, in  line  and  about  a  hundred  paces  in  rear.  The  fourth 
regiment  halted,  after  proceeding  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  re- 
mained in  that  position  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  my 
regiment  about  a  hundred  paces  in  rear.  Here  we  were  all  day,  no 
enemy  making  its  appearance  in  that  quarter.  At  dark,  we  wero 
withdrawn  from  our  position  and  ordered  to  camp  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river.  My  regiment  had  crossed  the  river,  when  I  was  ordered 
back  to  near  the  same  position  for  picket  duty,  and  martfhcd  back 
accordingly.  , 

Some  time  after  sunrise,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  I  was  di- 
rected by  Lieutenant  Garnett  to  draw  in  my  pickets  and  join  my 
brigade  at  once.  On  enquiring  where  the  brigade  was,  he  replied 
that  he  was  not  sure  whether  it  was  on  the  Brown's  Gap  road,  or 
whether  it  would  go  down  the  river. 

I  had  scarcely  collected  my  regiment  and  started  for  the  bridge, 
when  our  artillery  opened  upon  the  enemy's  camp.  I  pushed  on, 
but,  before  I  got  to  the  bridge,  I  found  the  way  blocked  by  wagons, 
ambulances,  artillery  and  infantry.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  and 
considerable  loss  of  time  that  I  at  last  got  my  regiment  across  th© 
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main  bridge,  and  encountered  almost  every  obstacle  in  crossing  the 
temporary  one  across  the  smaller  stream.  I  was  without  any  defi- 
nite knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  brigade,  bat  took  it  for 
granted  it  was  somewhere  on  the  battle-field,  and  I  moved  on  in  the 
direction  of  regiments  which  had  crossed  before  me.  Marching  along 
the  road,  I  was  considerably  anhoyed  by  the  enemy's  shells,  which 
were  bursting  in  and  over  the  road  almost  constantly,  I  got  under 
shelter  of  a  s-mall  skirt  of  woods,  near  the  road,  and  pushed  on  unckr 
this  cover  for  some  distance,  when  I  came  up  to  an  ambulance  which, 
the  driver  told  me,  belonged  to  the  second  Virginia  infantry,  and 
from  him  I  learned  that  the  second  regiment  had  gone  up  the  same 
road  upon  which  I  was  then  moving.  1  continued  to  march  ia  that 
direction,  expecting  to  meet  with  General  V\'inder  or  some  of  his  aids. 
At  all  events,  I  Avas  getting,nearer  the  scene  of  conflict,  where  I  ex- 
pected to  be  of  some  service.  I  had  gone,  as  I  supposed,  half  a  mile 
further,  when  I  met  several  members  of  the  fourth  Virginia,  who  told 
me  the  regiments  were  falling  back,  and  their  regiment  was  ordered 
back  to  support  Carpenter's  battery.  I  was  now  in  the  woods ;  fhere 
Y/as  sharp  firing  in  front  of  me ;  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  our  posi- 
tion or  that  of  the  enemy,  and  scared}'-  Icnew  wh;tt  to  do.  I  accord- 
ingly halted  the  regiment,  and  rode  ForwarJ  to  asc£;i:-tin,  if  possible, 
something  of  the  condition  of  affairs.  I  had  proceeded  but  a  short 
distance  when  I  met  Elzey's  brigade  coming  back,  and  was  told,  upon 
inquiry,  that  they  could  get  no  po.--it:uu  ;uid  were  coming  back  to  a 
better  one.  I  could  get  no  information  from  the  first  brigade.  In 
this  dilemma  I  concluded  to  fall  in  with  Elzey's  brigade,  and  sent 
Major  HoUiday  to  report  to  Colonel  Walker,  until  I  could  hear  posi- 
tively and  know  what  to  do.  Before  reporting  to  Colonel  Walker, 
the  Major  accidentally  met  with  Lieutenant  Garnett,  and  soon  after 
with  General  Winder  and  General  Jackson.  Orders  now#came  in 
abundance.  I  do  not  remember  which  came  first,  but  one  from  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  in  person,  "  to  push  to  the  front  at  a  double-quick," 
followed  by  others  from  other  sources-,  but  all  tending  to  urge  to  the 
front.  I  pushed  on  as  fast  as  1  could,  passing  several  regiments,  and 
was  in  turn  passed  bj?  others.  The  enemy  were  already  falling  back. 
The  firing  was,  however,  still  quite  warm,  but  receded  quite  rapidly, 
and  I  never  got  up  in  time  to  participate  in  the  firing.  My  regiment 
followed  in  the  pursuit  for  five  or  six  miles,  until  the  infantry  was 
halted  and  ordered  back,  when  I  came  back,  following  in  the  rear  of 
the  brigade.  Being  but  little  exposed  to  iianger  during  the  two  days 
that  the  army  was  engaged  with  the  enemy,  my  regiment  has  sus- 
tained no  loss  at  their  hands.  My  situation  on  the  9th  was  a  per- 
plexing and  unpleasant  one.  I  used  my  best  efforts  to  reach  my 
brigade  in,  time  to  be  of  service  and  to  act  with  it,  but  for  reasons 
above  stated  was  unable  to  do  so. 

Respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  NEFF, 
Colonel  commanding  Thirty -third  Virginia  Infantry. 


t 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  C.  A.  DUNCAN. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 

June   \Wi,   1SG2. 

Captain  O'Brien,  A.  A.   G,: 

.  Sir  :  On  Sunday  morning,  the  8th  instant,  the  enemy,  uiider  Gen- 
eral Shields  appeared  in  force  on  the  east  bank  of  South  river  at 
Port  Republic.  Whereupon,  I  immediately  put  my  regiment  under 
arm§  and  awaited  orders.  In  a  very  little  while,  I  was  directed  to 
move  the  regiment  to  a  position  on  tiie  McGaheysville  road  and  to 
throw  out  a  line  of  skirmishers.  This  put  me  in  position  on  the  left, 
and  was  the  only  point  from  which  a  Hank  movement  of  the  enemy 
was  apprehended.  I  threw  out  the  skirmishe-:-s  and  so  deployed  them 
as  to  prevent  surprise.  I  remained  on  the  alert  in  this  position  until 
about  dark,  when  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  and  march  the  regiment 
to  camp,  crossing  the  Shenandoah  at  Port  Republic  and  encamping 
near  the  village.  I  take  no  note  of  the  engagement  of  same  day  be- 
tween  a  portion  of  the  Confederate  forces  and  the  enemy  under 
General  Fremont.     Strength,  Vank  and  file,  thvee  hundred  and  ten. 

On  Monday,  the  9th,  at  half-past  five,  A.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to 
cross  the  South  river  at  Port  Republic.  After  marching  down  the 
river  a  short  distance,  I  suppose  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy 
were  preparing  to  give  battle.  The  second  regiment.  Colonel  Allen, 
was  in  fr^t  of  me.  Ilis  regiment  filed  to  the  right,  through  an  open 
field.  I  was  directed  to  follow  and  support  Colonel  Allen;  where- 
upon I  filed  to  the  right,  following  Colonel  Allen.  In  passing 
through  this  open  field,  the  enemy's  battery  was  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  regiment,  but  fortunately  doing  no  damage.  Arriving  at  the 
woods  on  the  right,  I  formed  on  the  rigbt  of  the  second  in  line  of 
battle,  threw  out  skirmishers  and  advanced  through  a  very  dense 
wood  and  laurel  thicket.  Arriving  at  a  point  in  a  field,  (that  I  after- 
wards learned  was  very  near  the  enemy's  battery,)  two  or  three  of 
the  skirmishers  that  I  had  thrown  out  fired  upon  the-  enemy.  This 
drew  a  considerable  volley  from  the  enemy,  who  were  concealed  in  the 
brush,  and  although  at  a  very  close  range,  no  damage  was  done,  the 
enemy  overshootiflp.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  began  to  throw 
grape  and  canister  into  the  woods,  which  they  continued  for  some 
time,  with  great  violence,  from  the  effects  of  which  four  ^len  were 
wounded,  none  mortally.  Here  Colonel  Allen  directed  me  to  fall 
back,  which  I  did.  Shortly  thereafter  he  directed  me  to  move  forward 
with  his  regiment.  After  advancing  a  short  distance,  -the  retreat  of 
the  enemy  commenced  and  I  followed  in  pursuit.  Officers  and  men 
all  acted  well,  and  while  not  actively  engaged  with  the  enemy,  yet  the 
conduct  of  all  was  such  as  to  justify  me  in  saying   that  the  fourth 
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regiment  would  have  been  equal  to  any  emergency.     Strength,  rank 
and  file,  three  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Respectfully, 
C.  A.  DUNCAN,  Col.  Fourth  Va.   Vols. 

P.  S. — The  following  privates  were  wounded  on  Monday,  the  9th: 
Edward  Ilaller,  L.  J.  Cox  and  J.  B.  Major,  company  H. 

C.  A.  DUNCAN,  Coloml, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GRIGSBY, 

Camp  nea^  Port  Ri:publ[c,  Va., 
June  15,  1S62. 

Captain  John  F.  O'Brien,  A.  A.  General : 

C«PTAiN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tho 
twenty-Beventh  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  under  my  command,  in 
the  engagements  of  tKe  8th  and  9th  instants,  near  the  town  of  Port 
Republic. 

The  engagement  of  the  8th,  waa  with  artillery ;  the  inf^mtry  did  not 
participate.  The  twenty-seventh  regiment  was  ordered  to  support 
Captain  Carpenter's  battery,  and  remained  near  it  during  tho  day. 
At  an  early  hour  Monday  morning,  the  command  crossed  the  South 
river,  and  moved  down  the  road  leading  to  Swift  Run  Gap.  The  com- 
mand had  proceeded  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  Avhen  the  enemy  made 
their  appearance  and  commenced  shelling  our  advance  guard.  Cap- 
tain Poague's  battery  was  ordered  up,  and  took  position  in  the  field 
to  the  left  of  the  road.  My  regiment  (the  twenty-seventh)  was  ordered 
to  support  this  battery.  I  immediately  took  position  a  short  distance 
in  rear  of  it,  and  remained  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shells,  for  over  an 
hour.  The  battery,  by  order,  changed  its  position ;  I  made  ft  corres- 
ponding change,  keeping  near  it.  My  regiment  was  afterwards 
ordered  to  move  to  the  left  to  support  a  battery  placed  near  a  barn. 
Upon  reaching  the  position,  the  battery  was  limbered  up  to  move  ; 
I  was  ordered  to  form  in  line  of  battle,  move  forward  and  take  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  the  seventh  Louisiana.  This  I  promptly  did, 
when  bodh  regiments  moved  forward  across  an  open  field  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  grape,  by  which  my  ranks  were  considerably  thinned.  The 
seventh  Louisiana  took  position  under  cover  of  a  fence.  My  regiment 
advanced  some  distance  further.  Finding  myself  unsupported,  I  or- 
dered my  command  to  drop  back  on  a  line  with  the  seventh  Louisiana. 
We  remained  under  a  perfect  shower  of  balls  for  near  an  hour.  In 
this  position  my  horse  was  shot  down,  and  so  disabled  that  I  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  him. 

My  command,  though  small,  maintained  its  position  until  two  regi- 
ments of  the  enemy  came  within  twenty  paces  of  their  line,  when 
they  fell  back,  by  my  order,  amidst  a  perfect  shower  of  balls.  The 
whole  line  giving  way  about  the  same  time.  The  enemy  did  not  re- 
tain his  advantage  long,  as  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  were 
Boon  driven  from  the  field.  A  part  of  my  regiment  joined  our  pur- 
suing forces. 

In  this  engagement,  the  twenty-seventh  suffered  severely,  having 
lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  forty-seven  oflBcers,  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  my 
officers  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  bore  themselves  through- 
out the  entire  action — braving  every  danger  coolly,  and  deliberately. 
The  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  behaved  well  and  gallantly, 
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moving  forward  in  good  order  under  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  ;  obeying 
all  orders  cheerfully.  To  make  mention  by  name  of  any  of  my  offi- 
cers would  bo  invidious,  where  all  behaved  so  well.  The  same  of  my 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.    Strength — rank  and  file,  150. 

The  following  list  embraCes  the  names  of  those  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  viz  :  * 

Killed. — Company  B. — Lieutenant  James  A.  Lemon;  privates  Joseph 
Sweet  and  Wm.  Chittum.  Company  E. — Private  Chapman  Johnson. 
Company  F. — Privates  James  M.  Carter,  Andrew  M.  Martin,  and 
Wm.  D.  McClury.     Company  G. — Private  Thomas  C.  Walton. 

iVminckd. — Privates  Patrick  League,  Jno.  V:  Chittum,  A.  F.  Smith, 
James  Mordispaugh  and  Wm.  Powers.  Company  C. — Lieutenant 
Joseph  Ilaynes;  orderly  sergents  D.  B.  McDonald  ajid  Thomas  R. 
Porter;  privates  Gillie  Gillespie  and  John  Baker.  Company  D  — 
Captain  F  C.  Wilson;  privates  Robert  Lamb,  D.  Lotis  and  F.  H. 
Brown.  Company  E. — Orderly  sergeant  ('harles  A.  Nossinger;  pri- 
vates Henry  Sandford  and  George  W.  Harper.  Company  F. — Cor- 
poral John  Robinson;  privates  Wm.  Ackerdy  and  William  Pursley. 
Company  G. — Privates  James  S.  Campbell  and  J.  A.  Cummings. 
Company  H. — Corporal  William  P.  Drumheller;  privates  Henry  Heil- 
broun,  Wm.  Mitchell,  James  S.  Thomas  and  Joseph  Camden.  Last, 
though  not  least,  Major  D.  M.  Shriver,  severely  wounded  in  shoulder 
and  back. 

Btissing. — Privates  James  Lanj^an,  Philip  Hoyleman,  William  E. 
Synder,  James  C.  Davis  and  Robert  Fry.  Company  F. — Orderly 
sergent  G.  C.  Black  and  private  Leroy  Sweeny.  Company  G. — Pri- 
vates E.  F.  Myers,  Archibald  Smiley  and  Henry  Ludwidk. 

Whole  number  killed,  eight;  wounded,  twenty-eight;  and  missing 
eleven. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GRIGSBY,  . 
Colonel  21ith  Virginia  Vohmteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  W.  ALLEN. 

Headquarters  Second  Regiment  Va.  Volunteers, 
Camp  Brown' f  Gap  Pass, 'June  1 1,  1862. 

Captain  O'Brien,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  ac- 
tion of  my  regiment,  during  tlie  engagements  of  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day, June  8th  and  9th,  1S62  : 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  I  received  an  order  to  get  my  regiment 
under  arms  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  move  down  the  road  in  the 
direction  of  the  bridge  at  Port  Republic,  which  phice  had  been  en- 
tered by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Within  five  minutes  after  the  recep- 
tion of  this  order,  1  had  my  regiment  formed  and  marched  out  of  the 
woods  into  the  field  adjoining  the  road,  where  1  halted  long  enough 
to  load,  and  was  proceeding  down  the  road  when  Captain  O'Brien  di- 
rected me  to  occupy  the  w  )od3  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  guard  the 
left  Hank.  On  reaching  the  woods,  I  deployed  company  A  as  skir- 
mishers, and  sent  it  forvs'ard  to  the  river  bank,  and  sent  company  D, 
under  Captain  Nadenbousch,  to  the  left  and  front,  who  also  went  as- far 
as  the  bank  cf  the  river,  on  our  extreme  left.  The  remaining  five 
companies  (three  being  on  picket  at  the  bridge  and  in  town,)  I  kept 
in  the  edge  of  the  wood,  until  ordered  to  support  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery which  were  left  under  my  charge  on  the  left.  I  then  moved  in 
rear  of  these  guns  and  remained  there  until  after  dark,  when  I  re- 
ceived ^an  order  to  return  to  the  wagons,  which  were  about  a  mile  be- 
yond Port  Republic. 

Soon  after  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  I  received  an  order  to 
get  under  arms  at  once,  and  moved  back  through  the  town,  and  across 
the  river — the  second  regiment  being  in  front  of  the  brigade.  After 
crossing,  companies  D  and  I  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers— 
the  former  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  company  I,  with  a  portion  of 
company  G,  on  the  right  of  the  road.  After  advancing  some  distance 
down  the  road,  the  enemy  opened  on  us,  and  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Winder  to  advance,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  to  the  right, 
and  take  the  battery  which  commanded  the  road  on  which  we  were 
advancing.  I  started  forward  with  one  hundred  and  seventy-sevea 
privates  and  non-commissioned  ofiicers — the  fourth  following  at  some 
distance,  as  our  support.  After  working  our  way  with  much  diffi- 
culty through  the  undergrowth  and  laurel  thickets,  I  came  wiihin  a 
hundred  yards  of  the  battery  which  I  had  been  ordered  to  take,  but 
found  it  supported  by  three  regiments  of  infantry  I  immediately 
sent  to  General  Winder  a  report  of  my  position,  and  at  the  same 
time  ordered  the  two  left  companies — being  nearest  the  guns  of  the 
enemy — to  take  deliberate  aim  and  fire  at  the  gunners.  Unfortu- 
nately, two  chance  shots  showed  our  position,  and  one  gun  had  been 
brought  to  bear  on  us,  loaded  with  grape.  At  my  first  volley  all  the 
gunners  were  dri\fen  off.  but  the  two  rrgimcr/.^  cf  infantry  opened  on 
us,  and  returning  to   their  guns,  ihuy  poured   volley  after  volley  of 
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grape  on  us,  in  such  quick  succession,  as  to  throw  my  men  into  con- 
fusion, and  it  was  some  time  before  they  were  reformed.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  fourth  which  had  come  upon  my  right,  were  subjected  to 
the  fire  of  the  three  regiments  in  reserve,  1  ordered  it  back  a  short 
distance,  and  then  directed  both  regiments  to  retire  to  a  more  eligible 
position,  whilst  I  reported  to  General  Jackson,  (General  Winder 
being  very  hotly  pressed  by  a  much  superior  force  to  his  own,  on  our 
extreme  left,)  my  position,  and  utter  inability  to  carry  the  battery 
without  assistance.  I  was  told  that  General  Taylor  had  been  sent  to 
my  right, ;  and,  returning,  I  met  an  officer  from  General  Elsrey'fl 
brigade,  who  reported  to  me  for  orders,  I  directed  him  forward,  as 
the  brigade  was  on  my  right,  and  moved  back  with  the  second  and 
fourth  regiments,  but  found  that  General  Taylor  had  passed  around 
my  right,  and  carried  the  battery  before  we  came  up.  We  then  fol- 
lowed on  in  rear  until  ordered  to  return  to  camp.  Accompanying 
this  is  a  report  of  my  losses. 

Strength,  rank  and  file,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  ALLEN, 
Colonel  second  regiment. 


Casualties  of  second  regimmt  in  the  actions  of  June  8tk  and  9tk,  1862  : 

Company  A — Lieutenant  Simpson,  James  N.  Gallaher,  William  H. 
Moore,  wounded. 

Company  B — William  Magauhy,  wounded. 

Company  C — 0.  S.  Nelson,  Nat.  Grubbs,  wounded. 

Company  D — James  M.  Albin,  J.  Ilultz,  C.  G.  Stover,  wounded. 

Company  I — lector    Stickels,    C.    D.    Castleman,    George   Kelley, 
wounded. 

Company  E — Corporal    Hull,   privates    Weddell,    Shank,    Prince, 
Lowdwick. 

Company  F — Sergeant  McCarty,  privates  Loher,  Charles  Dinkle, 
wounded. 

Company    G — Lieutenant    R.    M.    English   killed;    Pat    Ryans, 
Mowny  E.  Fry, 'wounded. 

Company  K — Barton,  wounded. 

Killed,  1  ;  wounded,  24.     Total,  25. 

J.  W.  ALLEN, 
Colonel  second  regiment. 


REPORT  OP  COLONEL  MUNFORD. 

Hkadquartkrs  Second  Yr:i.i.viA  Cavai.uv,  Fibrmrv  26,  18G2, 

Major  Charles  J.  Faulkner,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  in3tructions  from  Lieiatenaut  General  T, 
J.  Jackson,  to  furnish  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  bri- 
gade connected  with  his  brilliant  campaigQ  in  the  Valley,  I  beg  leavo 
respectfully  to  submit  the  following: 

When  T  joined  his  army,  under  Major  General  Ewell.  the  sixth  and 
eecond  Virginia  cavalry  were  attached  to  his  division.     Our  regfraents 
had  just  been  reorganized,  and,  as  the  senior   cavalry   officer,  I  had 
the  outpost.     My  headquarters  were  at  Swift  Run  Gap,  and  my  pickets 
extended  from  Culpeper  Court  House  to  the  mountains   on  the   east 
side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  from  near  Harrisonburg  to  Wolftown  ou 
the  west.      A  heavy  scout  was  kept  watching  Geary's  command,  who 
was   marching    on   Fredericksburg   to   reinforce    McDowell        After 
Shields  had  passed  Warrenton,  my  regiment  was,   for   the   first  time, 
assembled;   finding  over  one  hundred  unarm-ed  recruits  added  to  my 
regiment,  I  was  St-nt  to  Richmond  to  get  arms,  and  while  en  route  for 
that  place.  General  Jackson  started  after  Banks.     I  joined  his  com- 
mand at  Winchester,  and  reported  for  duty.     The   sixth   and   second 
cavalry  were  then  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  George 
H.  Stewart.     My  regiment  had  been  employed  in  tearing  up  the  raPt- 
road   near    Front     Royal,    (Lieutenant    Colonel    Watis'    repo.rt    has 
already  been  sent  in,)    and   guarding   the   flank  of  the   division,  and 
constantly  skirmishing  with   the  enemy  ;     and,  as  soon   as   they   had 
commenced  their  retreat,  they  were  pursued  by  the  sixth  and  second 
on  the  turnpike,  to  within  five  miles  of  Winchester,  capturing  a  num- 
ber of  men,  wagons,  arfns,  and  stores.      My   regiment  .supported  the 
sixth  ih  their  charge  upon  the  first  Maryland  (Yankee  infantry),  and 
were  constantly  engaged  picking  up  stragglers  until  the  morning  of 
the  battle  of  Winchester;  there  they  supported  a  battery  on  the  right 
until  after  the  rout  of  the  enemy,  when  they  pursuad  them  on  the  road 
to  Martinsburg,  capturing  many  prisoners,  wagons,  arms,  negroes,  &c. 
The  enemy  making  a  stand  at  that  place,  it   was  not  entered  until 
the  next  day.     Here  I  joined  my  regiment.     Captains  Dickinsou,  o? 
company  A,  and  Whitehead,  of  company  E,  were  sent  to  destroy  the 
bridge  on  Buck  creek,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  at   North 
Mountain  Depot.     They  captured  many  valuable  stores,  which  they 
sent  to  Martinsburg  to  add  to  the  splendid  prize  found  in  that  town. 
On  the  28th  of  May,  1  took  two  squadrons  of  my  regiment  to  withia 
one  mile  of  Williamsport,  (with  one  piece  of  ^rtillef3'  from  the  B|il- 
timore  battery,)  and  had  a  brisk  skirmish   with    the   Yankees,  giving 
them  several  telling  rounds  of  shell,  but  was  unable  to  pursue,  as  they 
opened  their  batteries  from  the  other  side  of  the  river.     I  was  then 
recalled  by  General  Stewart,  when  I  sent  for  thfe  rest  of  my  regiment, 
and. every  few  hundred   yards  on  the  road  we  found  evidences  of  a 
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complete  rout ,  wagons  and  ambulances  were  burnt ;  tents  and  cooking 
utensils,  arma  and  clothing  were  scattered  along  for  miles  and  miles. 
On  the  i29th,  we  marched  to  Charlestown,  supported  the  batteries 
which  were  engaged  in  shelling  the  enemy  from  Bolivar  heights  ;  that 
evening  I  was  driven  from  the  heights.  My  regiment  was  perform- 
ing heavy  picket  duty  on  all  the  roads,  (on  the  Key's  Ferry  road  and 
the  Harper's  Ferry  road,)  and  one  squadron  was  kept  bringing  Colonel 
Allen's  regiment,  second  Virginia  infantry,  across  the  river  behind 
them,  (they  had  been  occupying  the  Loudoun  heights.)  We  were 
shelled  neariy  all  night,  and  had  had  nothing  for  men  or  horses  to 
eat  for  twenty-four  hours.  We  marched  from  Charlestown  to  Kerns- 
town  on  the  30th,  (had  no  feed  for  our  horses,)  and,  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  of  June,  we  started  at  early  dawn  to  cover  our  retreat  to 
Strasburg,  at  v/hich  place  we  were  kept  in  line  of  battle  nearly  the 
whole  day,  watching  for  the  approach  of  both  Shields  and  Fremont — 
there  we  got  about  a  third'  of  a  ration  of  corn  for  our  horses — that 
rJght  we  were  halted  in  rear  of  General  Taylor's  brigade  (who  were 
cooking  rations)  about  two  and-a-half  hours.  The  sixth  regiment 
cavalry  was  in  the  rear,  and  our  men  were  completely  worn  down, 
most  of  them  sleeping  on  their  horses.  Captain  Dulany,  now  Colonel 
of  the  seventh  cavalry,  was  in  command  of  the  rear-guard  ;  was  ap- 
proached by  the  Yankee  cavalry,  it  was  dark,  and  when  challenged, 
they  replied,  "  A?hby's  cavalry."  Having  been  previously  informed 
that  General  Ashby  had  one  company  out,  he  allowed  them  to  approach 
very  near,  and  suddenly  they  fired  a  volley  and  charged  him  ;  the 
sixth  cavalry  were  surprised,  and  dashed  through  the  second,  who 
■were  sleeping,  and  relying  upon  the  sixth  to  guard  the  rear,  as  we 
liad  alternated  each  day  with  that  jegiment.  Colonel  Dulany  was 
badly  shot  in  the  leg,  and  several  of  his  men  were  captured.  To  add 
to  the  confusion  thus  caused,  a  part  of  the  seventh  Louisiana  fired 
into  our  ranks.  This  was  our  first  surprise.  Many  of  our  men  were 
nearly  exhausted  from  hunger  and  loss  of  sleep.  We  had  been  in  the 
saddle,  and  bad  had  no  regular  rations  for  three  days.  My  command 
was  soon  formed,  and  we  drove  them  back,  capturing  three  or  four, 
ivho,  in  the  dark,  mistook  us  for  their  friends.  The  next  morning, 
June  2d,  found  us  still  covering  the  retreat.  Near  Woodstock,  Gen- 
erals Stewart  and  Ahhby,  each  with  a  battery  and  their  cavalry,  select- 
ed a  position.  Each  seemed  determined  to  do  something,  as  the  enemy 
had  become  very  bold  and  annoying.  My  regiment  was  thrown  to  the 
right  and  rear  of  Caskie's  battery,  on  the  left  of  the  road  coming  up 
the  Valley,  one  company  acting  on  my  flank.  Here  the  enemy  opened 
a  battery  and  shelled  us  furiously,  and  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Stewart  to  move  back  out  of  range,  and  crossed  with  my  command  to  the 
other  side  of  the  turnpike,  to  support  a  battery  there  in  position, 
which  would  check  the  enemy  whilst  Caskie's  battery  was  retiring. 
In  executing  this  order,  after  we  had  gone  but  a  few  hundr*ed  yards, 
to  my  utter  surprise,  I  saw  the  battery  and  cavalry  running  together 
down  the  road  pell  mell,  and  the  Yankees  after  them  at  full  speed. 
The  head  of  my  column  was  under  a  hill,  and,  as  we  came  out  of  the 
woods,  a  part  of  the  forty-second  Virginia  infantry,  mistaking  us  for 
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the  Yankees,  fired  into  my  advance   squadron,   causing  a  stampede,, 
wounding  several.     The  Yankees,  pressing  on  ray  rear,  captured  eight 
men.     Such  management  I   never   saw   before.       Had    the   batteries 
retired  bj''  echelon,  and  the  cavalry  in   the   same  manner,  we  could 
have  held  our  position,  or   driven  back  their  cavalry  by  a  counter 
charge  from  ours.      Biita  retreat  was  ordered,  and  a  disgraceful  stam- 
pede euNued.     Mortified  and   annoyed   at  such   management.  Colonel 
Flournoy,  of  the  sixth,  accompanied  me   to   see  General   Ewell,  Avho 
was  kind  enough  to  intercede  with  General  Jackson,  and  have  us  ;it 
once  transferred  to  General   Ashby's  command.       Here  the  gallant 
Ashby   succeeded    in    rallying    about  fifty   straggling   infantry,  and . 
poured  a  volley  into  the  Yankee  cavalry,  emptying  many  saddles,  and 
giving    them    a  check,  clearing    the    road    foV    the    rest  of  the    day. 
Ashby's  cavalr}'',  the  sixth,  and  a  portion  of  the  second  wercff//  equally  - 
siampedcd.     We  then  marched  across  the  Shenandoah,  beyond   Mount 
Jackson,  in  a  drenching  rain  all  dayand  night,  (camped  for  the  night, 
getting  rations  for  both  men  and  horses.)     The  next  morning  we  were^ 
ordered  to  recross  the  bridge,  before  it  was  burnt,  relieving  the  sixth, . 
who  were  bringing  up  the  rear.      After  burning  the    bridge,  a   heavy 
picket  was  thrown  out,  and  wo  retired  to  New  Market,  and  had  heavy 
picket  skirmishing  all  day.     On  the  5th.  the  enemy  got  their  pontoon 
bridges  over,  and  about  one*  regiment  of  their  cavalry  crossed.     Thft. 
army  moved  up  the  Valley  on  the   Port   Republic  road.     About  five;, 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  while  the  second  and  seventh  were  grazing  their  horses 
in  a  field  on  the  riglit  of  the  road,  the  sixth   bringing  up  the  rear,  it 
was  again  suddenly  charged  by  the  Yankee  cavalry  ;  but  we  succeeded 
in  repulsing  them,  who,  in   turn,   were  charged  by   the  second  and  , 
seventh,  and  driven  back  within  half  a  mile  of  town.       In   this   fight 
the  Yankees  lost  their  Colonel,   Sir   Percy  Wyndham,   captured,  and 
sixty-three   officers   and    men,    together    with    their   colors.       Major 
Green,  of  the  sixth,  was  severely  wounded  here,  but  wo  sustained  no 
other  loss.       Here  it  was  that  Ashby  determined  to  ambush   them.- 
Leaving  me   in  command  of  the    brigade,  he  marcjjed   with  the  first- 
Maryland  and  fifty-eighth  Virginia  infantry,  under  cover  of  the  woods,., 
to  my  right,  intending  to  flank  the  "Yankees,  instructing  me,  that  as-, 
soon  as  he  had  dislodged  them  from  the  hill,  to  charge- them  with  my- 
whole  force.     In  that  enterprise  he  was  baffled  and  ambusKed  himself; 
As  soon  as  our  forces  became  engaged,  the  Yankee  cavalry  advanced  ' 
to  the  support  of  the  "Eucktails."     1  advanced  with  my  command  to 
meet  them,  and  getting  within  easy  range,  T  opened   with   two  pieced 
of  Chew's  battery,  which  had. been  masked  in  rear  of -the  cavalry,  and 
drove  them  from  their  position       l^'iu<ling  that  a   severe   engagement 
had  taken  place,  and  that  the  bruvo  Ashby  had  fallen.  General  Ewell 
ordered  me  to  retire,  making  a  he:ivy  detail  from  my  regiment  to  bear 
off  our  wounded  on  horseback.       The  next  morning,  June  the  Sth,  I 
assumed"  command  of  the  bl'igadc.     The  general  commanding  having 
determined  to  give  battle,  the   cavalry  were   disposed  of  as  foHows: 
The  second   on    picket  on  the    McGahcysville  road,  and  on  General 
Ewell's  right  flank.     The  sixth  and  seventh   were  throwa  across  the  • 
river,  protecting  the  baggage  train.     Two  companies,  Captains  Myera  . 
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and  Chipley,  disgraced  themselves  by  running,  and  leaving  the  bridge 
to  be  burnt  by  the  enemy.  The  night  after  the  battle,  I  was  engaged 
reconnoitering  the  road  between  Port  Republic  anc^  Brown's  Gap. 
Major  Breckinridge,  with  the  second  squadron,  second  Virginia  cav- 
alry, was  thrown  cm  picl^et,  on  the  road  to  Swift  Run  Gap,  and  skir- 
mished with  the  enemy,  (Shield's  command,)  until  the  battle  com- 
menced the  next  morning  by  the  infantry,  the  second  regiment  bring- 
ing up  the  rear.  Lieutenant  Thcmas  Mullen,  company  E,  was  left 
on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge  watching  the  enem}',  which  ^as  burnt 
before  he  could  cross,  and  in  attempting  to  swim  the  river  he  was 
drowned.  Vve  were  not  engaged  in  the  fight  until  after  the  enemy 
had  been  routed.  The  cavalry  then  pursued  them  about  eight  miles, 
•capturing  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  six  or  seven  wagons 
filled  with  plunder,  and  bringing  off  the  field  two  pieces  of  artillery 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  about  eight  hundred  muskets.  Also 
recaptured  one  of  General  Jackson's  staff.  We  encamped  about  mid- 
^night  near  the  top  of  the  mountains,  having,  been  without  rations  for 
either  man  or  horse  for  twenty- four  hours.  June  10th,  we  were 
engaged  most  of  the  day,  picking  up  stragglers,  and  sending  off  pris- 
oners to  Lynchburg,  by  the  dismounted  men  of  my  command.^  June  • 
ilth,  we  started  again  for  the  Valley,  crossed  the  south  and  middle 
branches  of  the  Shenandoah,  camped  neai'  Mount  Crawford,  and  cap- 
tured two  of  the  enemy's  picket.  Next  morning,  June  1 2th,  we  oc- 
cupied Harrisonburg,  captured  about  two  hundred  prisoners,  many  of 
them  severely  wounded  in  the  Cross-Keys  Cg  t.  We  also  captured 
medicines,  wagons,  camp  equippage,  and  about  two  hundred  Belgian 
guns.  Here  we  again  had  evidence  of  precipitate  retreat  by  the  en- 
emy. *  I  advanced  my  picket  to  New  Market,  and  then  to  Mount  Jack- 
son, and  held  that  position  until  relieved  by  Brigadier  General  Rob- 
ertson. On  the  loth,  a  Yankee  major  and  surgeon  came  up  with 
twenty- eight  ambulances,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  asking  the  privilege 
of  carrying  off'  their  wounded.  For  military  reasons,  it  was  declined 
by  General  Jacksoji,  (They  having  enough  surgeons  within  our  lines 
to  attend  to  them.)  ILaving  received  orders  from  General  Jackson  to 
move  back  with  my  regiment  to  Port  Republic,  and  await  further 
orders,  I  there  learned  that  he  was  en  route  for  Richmond,  and  that  1 
was  to  follow.  His  command  having  had  three  days  start  of  me,  I  did 
not  overtake  him  until  he  arrived  at  Hanover  Court  House. 

The  weather  had  been  extremely  hot  during  our  campaign  in  the 
Talley,  the  roads  macadamized,  and  the  cavalry  unprovided  with  horse 
shoes,  and  being  compelled  to  subsist  them  mostly  on  young  grass 
■without  salt,  I  found  my  command  in  a  most  deplorable  condition. 
Our  work  had  been  eternal,  day  and  night.  We  were  under  fire  twenty- 
six  days  out  •f  thirty  ;  having  gone  in  with  more  than  one  hundred 
men  unarmed,  we  returned  generally  well  equipped.  History  bears 
no  record  of  the  same  amount  of  service  performed  by  the  same  num- 
ber of  cavalry  horses  in  the  same  time. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS   T.  MUNFORD, 
Colonel  Second  Va.  Cavalry,  commanding  Asliby's' brigade. 
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P.  S.  I  have  failed  to  mention  any  special  marks  <>f  g^j"''';;" J  ^''^f^; 
ited  by  any  of  my  men,  supposing  that  ,t  ^-^^f^^^^^^^^J'^"^^  .Tpor 

whos/ orders  they  -..ere  notmg.     I  ^^f  °"^  .'Vbrite   wher^e  I  was 
our  Riehmond  campaign,  and  begin  at  Waterloo  bridge  wi.er 
ordered  again  to  report  to  General  Jackson,  in  advance  of  his  army, 
moving  on  Manassas.  .       ^yQjyjA*s  T.  MUNFORD. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIELD. 

Headquarters  Vvlley  District,  near  GoRDONSvri.LE, 

July  28,  1362. 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  . 

AssH  Adft  GenH,  Valley  JJistrid  : 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  tlilTerent  batteries  of  the  army  in  the  actions  of  June  8th 
and  9th,  1862,  at  Cross-Keys  and  Port  Republic: 

On  Sunday  morning,  8th  instant,  about  nine,  A.  M.,' the  advance 
of  General  Shields'  division  approached  Port  Republic,  on  the  Swift 
Run  Gap  road,  and  while  a  part  of  their  cavalry  dashed  into  the  vil- 
lage, they  opened  fire  from  a  section  of  artillery  on  the  bridge  across 
North  river.  Soon  two  pieces  (a  six-pounder  and  twelve-pounder 
howitzer)  were  brought  across  South  river,  and  planted  in  the  viFlage. 
As  soon  as  their  firing  had  disclosed  their  approach,  Captain  G.  W. 
Wooding  brought  out  his  battery  on  the  bluffs  across  North  river, 
and  opened  on  their  infantry,  which,  to  the  amount  of  four  regiments, 
was  then  near  the  town.  The  enemy's  advance  was  soon  driven  out 
of  Port  Republic  by  the  thirty- seventh  Virginia  infantry,  and  their 
sLx-pounder  gun  captured.  About  this  time,  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Carpenter  and  Poague  were  brought  out  by  Brigadier  General 
Winder,  and  posted  on  the  heights  on  the  west  bank  of  the_  South 
Fork,  and  their  fire  directed  on  the  retreating  cavalry,  and  still  ad- 
vancing infantry,  of  tlHi  enemy.  Jus^  then  I  came  up,  and,  encounter- 
ing the  Major  General  commanding,  he  directed  me  to  remiiin  there 
in  charge  of  these  batteries,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  to 
him,  about  Cross-Keys,  any  dispatch  sent  to  him  by  Colonel  Mun- 
ford,  commanding  second  Virginia  cavalry.  The  fire  of  our  batteries 
was  capital.  The  enemy's  infantry  soon  broke  and  fled  down  the 
river,  followed  up  by  our  guns  on  the  opposite  bank,  for  nearly  a 
mile,  when  they  disappeared  in  the  woods  around  a  bend  in  the  road. 
I  waited  till  about  half-past  two,  P.  M.,  and  there  being*  no  signs  of 
any  intection  on  the  enemy's  part  to  return,  I  rode  over  towards 
Cross-Keys,  w^here  the  battle  had  been  raging  between  the  forces  of 
Major  General  Ewell  and  Major  General  Fremont  since  about  ten, 
A.  M.  I  found  our  batteries  posted  in  good  positions,  on  a  com- 
manding ridge,  to  the  left  of  the  road.  Their  fire  had  been  directed 
by  Brigadier.  General  Elzey,  up  to  the  time  he  was  wounded;  and  I 
found  t)\em  holding  their  ground  well,  and  delivering  their  fire  -with 
accuracy  and  spirit.  Those  engaged  were  the  batteries  of  Captains 
'  Courtnay,  Lusk,  Brockenbrough,  Eice  and  Raines,  while  those  of  Cut- 
Bhaw  and  Caskie  were  Jield  in  reserve.  As  I  got  up,  I  found  Captain 
Courtnay's  battery  witldrawing  from  the  field,  as  also  a  part  of  Cap- 
tain Brockenbrough's,  having  exhausted  their  ammunition.  Tjpcyh 
inquiry,  I  found  the  other  batteries  getting  short  of  ammunition,  and 
as  the  ordnance  train  had  taken  a  different  road  from  the  one  intended, 


103 

and  was  a  considerable  distance  away,  I  slackened  tbei*  fire  to  cor- 
respond with  that  of  the  enemy. 

Some  of  these  batteries  suifered  a  good  deal  from  the  enemy's  fire 
of  small  arms,  but  all  held  their  ground.  At  one  time  those  of  Cap- 
tains Rice  and  Raines  had  to  be  withdrawn  to  the  rear  for  a  short 
distance  for  this  reason.  Captain  Raines'  battery  wa3  particularly 
well  and  gallantly  managed,  he  having  his  horses  shot  and  serving  a 
gun  himself  when  short  of  cannoneers.  The  enemy's  fire  soua 
ceased,  and  his  guns  withdrew  from  the  field.  None  of  onr  guns  or 
caissons  were  lost  or  injured  in  this  affair. 

On  Monday  mtrning,  June  9th,  I  rode  down  from  Port  Republic, 
on  the  Swifc  Run  Gap  road,  and  found  the  pickets  cf  General  Shields' 
advance  being  driven  in  by  Brigadier  General  C.  S.  Winder,  Avith 
skirmishers  and  Carpenter's  battery.  The  enemy  had  a  battery  ot 
six  guns  (five  of  them  rifled)  posted  on  an  old  coaling,  at  Lewiston, 
from  which  they  soon  opened  an  accur:.to  fire  upon  oar  approaching 
infantry.  Their  battery  was  at  once  engaged  ,by  two  riflei  guns  ct 
Captain  PtVigue-s  battery,  posted  in  an  open  field,  to  the  left  of  the 
road.,  .Tust  then  the  Major  General  commanding  sent  me  back  to  Port 
Republic  to  hurry  up  the  8th  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  R.  Taylor. 
Having  done  this,  I  proceeded  to  order  up  the  rifled  guns  from  our 
different  batteries.  Many  of^hera  I  found  short* of  ammunition,  from 
the  previous  day's  engagement  and  their  ignorance  of  the  exact 
locality  of  our  ordnance  train.  To  suppl.y  them  consumed  some 
time,  and  they  could  only  go  into  action  ii;  succession.  Those 
ordered  up  were  guns  from  the  batteries  of  Captains  Chew,  Brocken- 
brough,  Raines,  Courtnay  and  Lusk.  the  Tatter  of  whom  did  not  get  his 
ammunition  in  time  to  engage  in  action.  As  they  cara2  up  they  were 
posted  near  Captains  Poague  and  Carpenter,  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  fired,  advancing,  a  part  on  the  battery  and  a  part  on  the  infantry 
of  the  enemy.  Their  fire  was  good,  and  they  were  generally  well 
managed,  particularly  that  of  Captain  Poague,  which  was  subjected  to 
a  heavy  infantry  fire*  and  only  fell  back  under  orders. 

At  one  time  the  enemy's  infantry,  observing,  perhaps,  the  ^^^■^}- 
ness*of  our  supporting  force  of  infantry,  advanced  across  the  field, 
somewhat  to  our  left  and  front,  and,  by  a  heavy  concentrated  musketry 
fire,  forced  back  our  infantry  support,  in  consequence  of  which  our 
guns  had  to  retire.  The  enemy's  advance  was  soon  checiied  by  an 
attack  on  their  flank  by  Major  General  Ewell,  and  our  batteries  en- 
abled to  resHme  the  engagement,  but  not  before  the  enemy  had  got 
one  of  Captain  Poague's  six-pounder  guns,  which  they  either  earned 
off  or  managid  to  conceal.  When  the  enemy  were  finally  routed,  the 
pursuit  was  continued  by  parts  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Wooding 
and  Caskie,  with  just  spirit  and  serious  effect,  and  the  enemy  forced 
to  abandon  the  only  gun  they  were  seen  to  carry  from  the  fiell 
With  the  exception  of  the  one  gun  of  Captain  Poague's  battery  above 
referred  to,  none  of  our  pieces  or  caissons  were  lost,  and  none  dam- 
aged. There  were  captured  from  the  enemy  six  guns  and  a  twelve- 
pounder  howitzer,  with  caissons  and  all  the  limbers,  except  one.  On» 
or  two  of  these  caissons  and  limbers  were  slightly  damaged,  and  one 
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apiked,  andgihe  carriage  broken  and  pretty  much  destroyed.  They 
■were  all  repoitcd  to  the  quartermaster,  and  brought  off.  The  guns 
were  turned  over  to  Brigadier  General  11  Taylor,  as  also  the  unhurt 
oaipssons,  except  one  gun,  which  was  assigned- to  Captain  Wooding, 
&fid  a  travelling  forge  given  to  Captain  Brockenbrough. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCIIFIELD, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Valley  District. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MARTIN. 

Headquarters  FoRTv-StcoND  RegimexNT  YiKGrNii  Yols. 
Camp  vear  Port  RepitMic,  June  15,  1862. 

Captain  R.  N.  Wilson,  A.  A.  G.: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  Colonel  Pattou,  commanxiing  second  brigade,  Valley  District,  the 
following  report  of  the  operation  of  the  forty-second  regiment  Vir- 
ginia  volunteers,  during  the  recent  engagements  of  the  8th  and  9th, 
near  Port  Republic  : 

Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  Sth  instrint, 
the  forty-second  regiment  received  orders  from  headquarters  to  load 
their  wagons,  form   quickly,  and   proceed  from   their  encampment, 
which  was  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Port  Republic,  on  the  Har- 
risonburg road.     The  regiment  was  promptly  conducted  to  the  heights 
near  Port  Republic,  and  stationed  on  the  left  of  the  road,  in  an  open 
held,  in  roar  of  our  batteries,  and  in  view  of  the  retreating  enemy,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Shenandoah  river.     We  retained  that  position 
until  about   one  o'clock,  in  hearing  of  heavy  cannonading  and  mus- 
ketry  in  our  rear,  when  I  was  ordered    by  Colonel  Patton  to  move 
my  regiment  quickly  in  that  direction.     I  accordingly    promptly  put 
my  regiment  in  motion,  and  conducted  them  back  along  the  Harrison- 
burg road  to  a  church,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  where  I  was  met  by 
Colonel  Patton,  and  received  orders  to  throw  my  regiment  in  line  of 
battle,  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  march  them  in  quick  time  in  the 
direction  of  the  tiring,  which  I  accordingly  did;   and,  after  marching 
them  several  hundred  yards,  I  received  orders  to  conduct  my  regiment   , 
to  the    left  of  the  position    occupied  by    our  batteries.  .  I  accord-* 
ingly  placed  myself  at  the  head  of  the  regiment,  and  conducted  it 
through  an  open  field,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  in  rear  of  our  batte- 
^ries,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shells  and  Minnie  balls  from  the  enemy. 
On  reaching  the  woods,  I  was  met  by  Captain  Nelson,  of   General 
EwelFs  staff,  who  conducted  us  a  short  distance  to  General  Ewell,  by 
whom  I  was  ordered  to  place  my  regiment  in  position  on  the  brow  of 
the  hill  to  the  left  of  our  batteries,  which  position  we  occupied  about 
half  an  hour,  many  shells  and  Minnie  balls  passing  over  us      We  were 
then  conducted  by  Colonel  Patton  about  three  hundred  yards  further 
to  the  left,  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  -first  Virginia  battalion,  when 
I   threw  out  two  companies   of  skirmishers,  commanded   by  Captain 
Dobbins.     We  marched  a  short  distance,  then  changed   direction   to 
the  right,  proceeding  down  quite  a  steep  hill,  crossed  a  small  stream, 
about  which  place  there  were  traces  of  repeated  and  heavy  skirmishing 
on  both  sides — our  skirmishers,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  the  captain  in 
command,  at  one  time  driving  back  an  entire  regiment  of  the  enemy, 
the  casualties  of  which,  upon  our  side,  have  been  given  in  a  report 
which  I  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  of  submitting.     Shortly  after* 
crossing  the  stream,  the   seventh   Louisiana  regiment  passed  in  our 
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rear,  and  fiirmed  on  our  left.  We  continued  our  march  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  road,  a  short  time  before  reaching  which  a  sharp  fire  from 
the  enemy  drove  in  our  skirmishers,  and  we  halted,  which  was  then 
about  dark.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  a  little  before  day- 
break the  next  rnorjuni;,  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  camp  fires  and 
hearing  of  their  voices.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  a  scouting 
party,  consisting  of  a  sergeant  and  four  men  of  the  fifth  Connecticut 
cavalry,  rode  up  to  a  picket  posted  on  the  Harrisonburg  road,  and 
were  captured,  and  were  evidently  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  we  were 
in  their  vicinity. 

A  little  before  daybreak,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  Colo- 
nel Patton  returned  to  my  regiment,  and  conducted  us,  with  the  first 
Virginia  battalion,  back  to  the  church,  where  we  were  thrown  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  previous  day.  We  were  then  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Trimble,  and  brought  up  the  rear  of  our  column, 
then  crossing  the  bridge  at  Pert  Republic,  which  bridge  was  burned 
about  ten  o'clock,  A.  ^I.,  and  we  marched  down  the  river  two  or 
three  miles,  and  finding  the  column  of  General  Shields  completely 
routed,  we  were  ordered  across  the  mountain  at  Brown's  Gap,  and 
camped  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Blue  Hidge. 

During  the  whole  of  the  two  doys  in  qiir-non,  alcLnugh  losing  only 
cue  man  killed  and  two  wounded,  as  stated  iu  a  form^-r  report,  we 
yvere,  nevertheless,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  both  artillery 
and  infantry,  for  several  hours  ox\  ihc  t<-h  inst;int,  Snd,  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  that  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  remarkable  coolness 
and  bravery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MARTIN,  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
.   Commanding  Forty-Second  Rpgiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  FUNK. 

IIkadqu^rters  Fifth  Rf.g't  Va.  Infantry, 
June  II,  1862. 

Captain  O'Brien,  yl.  A.  General: 

Sir  :  In  compliance  "nith  an  order  from  headquarters  first  brigade, 
I  make  the  following  report  of  my  regiment  in  the  engagements  of 
the  8th  and  9th  instants  :  * 

June  8th.  The  drum  beat  to  arms  about  nine,  A.  M.  Our  wagons 
were  unloaded,  and  the  men  cooking.  ITui  riedly  we  loaded  the  Avagons, 
and  wci-e  ready  to  move.  I  received  orders  to  move  in  the  direction 
of  the  Port  Republic  bridge,  which  the  enemy  were  then  trying  to 
destroy.  Arriving  near  the  bridge,  I  was  ordered  to  support  Poague's 
battery,  on  the  right  of  the  load,  leading  from  Harrisonburg  to  Port 
Republic.  The  enemy  were  in  line  of  battle  near-a  strip  of  wood  beyond 
the  river,  on  the  Swift  Run  gap  and  Port  Republic  road.  Our  battery 
fired  some  well-aime(V  shots  into  their  lines,  causing  them  to  retire  in 
much  disorder.  I  then  moved  by  thi  left  flank  some  three  hundred  yards 
across  the  the  road,  where  my  command  laid  behind  the  battery  until 
four,  P,  M.,  when  ordered  to  Port  Republic. 

Immediately  after  crossing  the  bridge,  I  received  orders  to  return 
to  the  position  just  left,  where  I  remained  until  ordered  to  camp,  half 
a  mile  beyond  Port  Republic,  where  my  command  cooked  two  days' 
rations. 

June  9th.  Early  upon  this  morning,  I  left  camp  south  of  Port 
Republic,  passed  through  the  village,  crossed  the.  ravine*  on  a  tempo- 
rary bridge,  and  marched  in  direction  of  Swift  Run  Gap.  Marching 
some  two  mile's,  we  fell  upon  the  enemy,  and  General  Winder  ordered 
me  to  support  Poague's  battery,  posted  in  a  wheat  field,  on  the  left  of 
the  road.     The  enemy  shelled  us  furiously. 

Remaining  in  this  position  half  an  hour,  I  received  an  order  to 
move  by  the  left  flank  some  four  hundred  yards,  to  the  left  to  support 
apiece  of  the  afore-mentioned  battery,  moved  to  this  point.  Company 
L,  Captain  Burke,  was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  who  soon  came  in 
contact  with  a  company  deployed  by  the  enemy,  from  the  fifth  Ohio. 
Driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  back,  upwards  of  a  hundred  yards,  I 
was  ordered  to  my  skirmishers"  support. 

Moving  oft'  byt^e  left  flank  to  the  river  bank,  I  threw  my  column 
in  line-of  battle,  and  marched  to  within  fifty  yards  of  my  skirmishers. 
Colonel  Hays,  of  the  seventh  Louisiana  volunteers,  then  came  up  on 
my  right,  and  we  charged  through  an  'orchard  and  across  a  wheat 
field-,  the  enemy  prudently  retiring  three  or  four  hundred  yards.  We 
rushed  through  a  pond  of  water  to  the  opposite  shore,  where  the  enemy 
opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  us.  We  returned  it,  and  were  exposed  to  a 
murderous  cross  fire.  One  regiment  of  the  eneiny  was  in  our  front,  in 
a  lane  in  tear  of  Mr.  Fletcher's  hou^e,  another  regiment  lay  in  a  wheat 
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field,  and  immediately  on  our  left,  and  some  three  or  four  companies 
lay  behind  the  river  banks.  I  despatched  one  company  to  try  and  dis- 
lodge the  latter.  My  men  stood  firmly,  and  poured  death  into  their 
ranks  with  all  the  rapidity  and  good  will  that  the  position  would  admit. 
A  field  officer,  mounted  on  a  grey  steed,  rode  in  front  of  ray  regiment 
waving  his  hat  and  cheering  his  men,  but  he  was  soon  picked  ofif  by 
some  of  ray  sharpshooters. 

Finding  that  my  men's  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  that 
we  Avould  soon  be  compelled  to  fall  back  unless  relief  was  sent  me,  I 
dispatched  Lieutenant  McCarny  to  General  Winder  asking  for  rein- 
forcements. But  before  aid  reached  me  many  of  my  men  had  fired  ; 
their  last  cartriftge,  but  remained  in  ranks  for  the  word  "charge  upon 
the  ranks  of  the  foe."  In  the  meantime  the  centre  of  our  line  gave 
way  exposing  my  regiment.  The  enemy  had  already  attempted  to. 
flank  my  regiment,  and  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  fall  back.  I  had  nearly 
reformed  my  regiment  at  the  edge  of  the  orchard,  when  the  seventh 
Louisiana,  which  had  partly  formed,  was  scattered  by  a  raking  tire 
and  rushed  through  my  line,  scattering  my  men.  General  Trimble 
came  riding  up  at  a  barn,  some  four  hundred  yards  from  our  aban  • 
doned  position,  and  asked  them  to  go  no  farther.  I  succeeded  in 
rallying  all  that  were  near  me  and  sent  Major,  Williams  to  rally  the 
others,  which  he  did. 

I  was  again  ordered  to  support  Poague's  batter}',  which  had  falleo . 
back  to  their  position  at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement.  The 
enemy  soon  gave  way.  I  followed  with  my  command  in  pursuit  for 
four  railes,  when  ordered  back,  taking  a  back  road,  encamped  on  top 
of  the  mountain,  which  I  reached  at  midnight.  Many  of  my  men 
fell  along  the  road-side,  worn  out  and  exhausted  from  the  hard  labor 
of  the  day.  In  the  pursuit  we  secured  the  colors  of  the  fifth  Ohio, 
which. was  left  on  the  field  in  their  flight, 

I  deem  it  proper  here  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men,  under  ray 
command,  behaved  more  gallantly  than  I  ever  witnessed  them  before. 
The  coolness  displayed  by  them  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  was 
worthy  the  veterans  who  have  conteste<i  with  the  insolent  invaders, 
every  step  from  the  Potomac,  up  their  beautiful  Valley,  and  on  the 
9th,  held  their  position  in  face  of  superior  numbers,  under  the  mur- 
derous fire  of  grape,  shell  and  musketry,  falling  back  when  completely 
overpowered,  and  then  only  to  be  rallied  by  the  words  of  their  com- 
manders. 

Major  II.  J.  Williams  assisted  me  in  the  command,  and  acquitted 
himself  honorably,  cheering  and  encouraging  the  men,  by  example, 
to  the  woik  which  was  so  well  executed.  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Arnold, 
commanding  company  I,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  gallantly  lead- 
ing his  company.  He  was  a  noble  young  officer,  whose  loss  will  be 
seriously  felt  by  all  who  knew  him.  Lieutenant  Wright,  company  D, 
was  wounded  and  is  a  prisoner.  Adjutant  Cornall  received  a  wound 
early  in  the  action,  and  was  sent  to  the  rear.  Robert  Fisher,  color- 
sergeant,  who  bravely  bore  the  colors  to  the  front  amid  the  showers  of 
shell  and  bullets,  was  wounded.  Corporal  Walter  Monteiro  received 
and  supported  our  banner  manfully  through  the  engagement. 
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The  casualties  are  as  follows :  Killed,  four  ;  wounded,  eighty.-nine  ; 

missing,  twenty.     Total,  one  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Rank  and  file,  447,  (stren-th  of  regiment.)  • 

With  but  one  regret,  that  v^c  ^vere  unanble  to  do  more  in  repuLsm^ 

these  vandals,  who  have  pointed  our  fair  Valley  by  their  presence,  i 

submit. 

Yerv  respectfully, 

"       ^  J.  H.  L.  FUNK, 

Lieut.  Colonel  5th  Virginia  Volunteers. 
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REPORT  OE"  LIEUTEN:ANT  COLONEL  GARNETT. 

Headquarters  Fortv-Eightii  Regiment  Virginia  Vols.,  > 
Ccmp  near  J'ort  Republic,  Fa.,  June  15,  1862.      ) 

To  Ciiptain  R.  N.  VriLsox,  A.  A.  General,  Second  Brigade : 

Captaix  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  Colonel  Fatten,  commanding  the  second  brigade,  a  report  'of  the 
operations  of  the  fort^'-eighth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  during 
toe  recent  engagement  of  the  8th,  near  Port  Republic. 

At  about  eight  o'clock,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  men  marched  to  the 
hills  overlooking  Port  Republic,  and  took  up  a  line  of  battle,  in  which 
Tie  remained  during  a  heavy  cannonade  of  some  two  or  three  hours. 
Orders  vrerc  then  received  to  march  to  the  rear,  in  the  direction  of  the 
tiring.  The  forty-eighth  regiment,  followed  by  the  other  portion  of 
this  brigade,  moved  rapidly  to  the  scene  of  action.  Colonel  Patton 
then  detached  the  forty-eighthregiirient,  and  ordered  me  to  move  for- 
ward to  the  left  of  the  road  to  support  a  battery,  strongly  threatened 
with  being  charged  by  the  enemy.  Here  General  Ewell  placed  the 
regiment  in  position,  ordering  to  the  front,  as  skirmishers,  all  the  men 
with  long-range  guns.  We  remained  at  this  place  until  about  eight 
o'clock,  at  night,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  camp.  Casualties  dur- 
ing the  day  were  three  men  killed,  and  one  officer  and  eight  men 
wounded. 

Very  respectfully, 

TIIOS.  S.  GARNETT, 
Lieut.  Colonel  com' ding  ASth  regiment  Va.  Vols. 


REPORT  OF-  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  GARNETT. 

Headquarters  Fortv-eighth  Reg.  Va.  Volunteers,  f 
Camp  near  Port  Republic^  Va.,  June  15,  1862.      ^ 

To  Captain  R.  N.  Wilson, 

A.  A.  General,  Second  Brigade  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information 
of  Colonel  Patton,  commandirtg  the  second  brigade,  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment,  during  the  recent 
engagement  of  the  9th,  near  Port  Republic.  At  daylight  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th,  the  forty-eighth  regiment  ■was  ordered  to  report  to 
Major  General  Jackson  at  Port  Republic.  On  reaching  this  point,  I 
foundHhat  the  General  had  left  for  the  field  of  battle,  and  I  imm.e- 
diatoly  marched  the  regiment  there,  when  I  was  ordered  to  take  posi- 
tion with  General  Winders  brigade,  and  acted  in  conjunction  with 
his  and  the  Louisiana  brigade,  until  the  enemy  was  routed.  The 
forty-eighth  regiment  then  joined  in  the  pursuit,  throwing  out  skir- 
mishers, and  succeeded  in  capturing  some  sixty  prisoners  Return- 
ing, we  reached  camp  about  two  o'clock,  Monday  night. 

Casualties  during  the  day,  one  man  killed  and  four  wounded. 
Very  respectfully, 

•TIIOS.  S.  GARNETT, 
Lieut.  Col.  commanding  Second  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LEIGH. 


Headquarters  First  Va.  Battalion,  P.  A.,  C.  S.  A.,  ) 
Camp  near  Port  Republic,  June  loth,  1862,  5 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  second  brigade,  a  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  Provisional  army,  C.  S.  A.,  on 
the  Sth  and  9ih  instants. 

At  about  half-past  eight  o'clock, '  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, the  battalion,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  was  ordered 
to  load  the  wagotis,  form  quickly,  and  proceed  from  their  encamp- 
ment, which  was  situated  on  the  road  from  Harrisonburg  to  Port 
Republic,  about  a  mile  from  the  latter  place,  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Republic. 

On  our  reaching  the  brow  of  the  heights,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Shenandoah,  overlooking  Port  Republic,'  the  battalion  was  detached 
from  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  and'  ordered  to  support  a  rifled  piece 
belonging  to  Cutshaw's  battery.  The  piece  moved  off  to  the  loft  and 
assumed  a  position  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Wo  followed  it,  and 
laid  in  a  hollow  nearly  in  its  rear,  until  about  half-past  two  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  During  this  time,  we  saw  parties  of  the  enemy  re- 
treating in  confusion,  under  the  fire  of  our  batteries,  down  the  right 
bank  of  iShenaiidoah.  They  were  pursued  by  our  cavalry  until  they 
reached  the  point  where  the  road  enters  the  woods.  At  that  point 
the  eneiry  made  a  stand,  and  their  artillery  drove  our  cavalry  back. 
About  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  battalion  was  ordered 
to  rejoin  the  brigade.  In  order  to  do  so,  it  was  necessary  i'ov  us  to 
march  back  on  tlie  Harrisonburg  load  to  a  point  near  the  three-mile 
sign  post  from  Port  Republic.  At  that  point  wo  were  met  by  Captain 
Nelson,  of  General  Ewell's  staff,  and  conducted  to  a  position  occupied 

by  Colonel  Letcher's  regiment,  ( Virginia)  a  short  distiuue  to 

the  left  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  further  towards  Harrisonburg.  Wo 
took  our  place  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  left  of  .that  regiment  in  pro- 
longation of  that  line.  It  was  then  about  four  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. We  remained  hero  about  an  hour,  and  during  this  time  a  num- 
ber of  shells  and  Minie  balls  passed  near  us.  In  the  meantime.  Col- 
onel Patton,  who  commanded  our  brigade,  came  up  with  the  forty- 
second  regiment  of  A'^irginia  volunteers  and  driw  it  up  in  line  of 
battle  to  ou^'  left.  About  a  quarter  after  five  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  brigade  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle  through  the  woods.  A 
line  of  skirmishers  preceded  us  and  drove  out  a  few  skirmishers  of 
the  enemy,  with  some  loss  on  each  side.  After  proceeding  a  short 
distance,  we  changed  direction  to  the  right,  and  proceeding  down  a 
considerable  declivity  and  across  a  small  stream,  approached  the  road. 
Shortly  before  we  reached  the  road  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment  of 
volunteers  joined  us,  and*  fo'rmed    on  our   left.     As    we   reached  the 
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Toad  a  aharp  fire  from  the  enerav  drove  in  oar  skirmishers,  and  we 
halted.  We  reinnmed  in  this'  position  from  about  half-past  seven 
o'clock  in  th?  evening  until  ii  little  before  daybreak  the  next  raoniiai^. 
From  the  side  of  the  road  n  fev/  3'ard3  in  front  of  us,  I  observed  a 
battery  of  the  enomv  n)i'>ii'.  five  hundred  yards  to  our  left  at  an  anu^le 
of  forty-five  degrees  v.ith  our  line.  A  short  distance  in  front  of  t!io 
battery  a  line  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  compogc<l  of  about  two  regi- 
ments, according  to  my  estimate,  wore  drav/n  up  behind  a  rail  fence. 
A  small  wheat  field  in  front  of  them  w;is  occupied  by  n  number  of 
their  skirmishers,  and  another  body  of  their  troops  occupied  a  large 
piece  of  v.cods  in  front  of  u?.  At  dark  the  hitter  holy  moved  as^ross  ' 
the  wheat  field  and  joined  the  troop?  drawn  up  behind  the  fence. 
They  all  immediately  built  fires,  and  we  could  see  a  number  of  camp 
fires  behind  them.  We  could  distinctly  hear  .the  voices  of  the  skir- 
mishers i;i  the  wheat  field.  In  the  course  of  the  night  a  scouting 
party,  consisting  of  a  sergeant  and  four  men  of  the  fifth  Connecticut 
cavalry,  rode  up  to  a  picket  which  v/e  had  put  out  on  the  road  and 
were  capt-.red.  They  sai«i  they  were  entirely  ignorant  of' the  fact 
that  we  were  in  their  vicinity.  In  the  early  part  of  the  night,  I  sent 
back  a  detail  from  each  company  to  cook  provisions  at  our  previous 
encampment,  whither  some  of  our  wagons  had  been  ordered  to  return 
for  that  purpose. 

A  little  before  daybreak,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  wo 
marcheil  back  through  t!ie  woods  to  a  point  near  the  three-mile  sign- 
post, which  1  have  mentioned.  Here  thj  forty-second  regiment  and 
the  battalion  were  ordere<l  to  join  General  Trimble's  briga;iQ.  Whilst 
we  were  at  this  point,  ^lajor  Seddon  rejoined  the  battalion  and  as- 
sumed the  comniand  of  it,  but  as  that  o'iicer  is  now  absent,  I  shall 
continue  to  give  an  account  of  the  operations  of  the  battalion  during 
that  day. 

About  eight  o'clock  we  heard  a  cannonade  to  our  roar  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Port  Kepublic.  Abour  half-past  eight  o'clock  we  commenced 
our  march  back  towards  Pia-t  Republic,  On  tiie  way  we  halted  at 
our  old  encampment  and  furni^ln'd  the  men  with  the  provisions  which 
had  been  cooked  for  them.  -.U  [  have  alrcaily  mentioned.  At  ton 
o'clock  we  crossed  the  bridj;-i  at  Port  RepuMic.  AKout  a  quarter 
past  ten  the  bridge  was  bui-Mc  I  We  crossed  the  south  branch  of  the 
vShenandouh  on  a  tcmpora  tt  i  Ige  and  proceeded  ah  Jut  two  miles 
dywn  the  right"  bank    o<  .iv.r.      At    about    three-quarters    after 

eleven  o'clock,  large  b  >  f  the  enemy's  infantry,  cavalry,  and  ar- 

tillery commen'ced  to  ;ii  ,.  I  'lu;  heights.     About  half-past  twelve 

o'clock,  oar  troops 'fili'd  ig  ir.  and  marched   along  a  cross-road 

to  the  road  from    Port  r  >    Brown's  Gap.     On  reaching  that 

road  we  continued  our  i  )<.s  the  mountain,  and  a  little  before 

dfirk,  halted  a  short  di-'  ;i  ttie^  summit  on  the  eastern  side  of 

the  mountain. 

■  During  the  whole  of  ili.-  v  <  tyn  in  question,  not  a  single  mm  in 
the  b:*ltaubn  was.kilb-d  "i  >v  .  .  i.-d.  nor  did  the  battalion  fire  a  single 
shot.     We  W'ire  neverili.-!.---;  ex^i.seil  to  the  lire  of  the   enemy,    both 

vS 


.114 

artillery  and  infantry,  for  several   hours  on    the  8th,  and  regiments 
not  more  exposed  than  ourselves  suffered  severely. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Captain,  s 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  LEIGH, 
Capt,  commanding  \st  Va.  Bat.,  P.  A.  C.  S.  A. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  POAGUE. 

Brown's  Gaf,  Virginia,  June  11,  1862. 

Captain  J.  F.  O'Brien, 

A.  A.  G.,  first  brigade  F.  D.  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followmg  report  of  the  ^ 
action  of  the  battery  under  my  command,  on  the  8th  and  9th  instants, 
near  Port  Republic,  Virginia: 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  in  obedience  to  directions  from  Briga- 
dier General  Winder,  I  hastened  from  camp  with  one  of  my  Parrott 
guns,  the  first  hitched  up  and  ready  to  move,  in  the  direction  of  the 
bridge  at  Port  Republic,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  distant.  Under 
the  direction  of  Major  General  Jackson,  in  person,  this  gun  was 
placed  in  position  in  the  wheat  field  near  the  bridge,  commanding  both 
it  and  the  country^  beyond  the  Shenandoah  river.  This  piece  drove  the 
enemy's  cavalry  irom  beyond  the  river,  and  fired  two  shots  at  a  eix- 
pounder,  stationed  by  the  cnomv  at  the  further  extremity  of  the 
bridge,  when  the  cannoneers  abandoned  the  gun  and  retreated  across 
the  river,  taking  the  limber  with  them.  After  this  piece  had  been 
placed  in  position,  I  hurried  back  and  found  my  other  guns,  four  in 
number,  takin^g^  a  position,  under  the  direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  Winder,  on 
a  ridge  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  nearly  opposite  the  position  occu- 
pied by  two  pieces  of  the  enemy's  f.rtillery,  which  had  kept  up  an  ir- 
regular fire  for  some  time.  After  two  or  three  shots  from  my  battery, 
these  two  guns  ceased  firing.  One  of  them,  I  learn,  was  afterwards 
found  in  the  woods  near  by.  Thereafter,  ihy  guns,  in  conjunction 
with  Carpenter's  battery,  were  turned  upon  the  enemy's  infantry,  sev- 
eral regiments  of  which  were  within  range.  They  were  soon  driven 
back,  retreating  in  considerable  haste,  leaving  some  of  their  dead  along 
the  road.  Two  of  my  guns  were  then  moved  about  a  mile  down  the 
river,  to  a  position  from  which  to  sweep  the  road,  if  the  enemy  should 
again  endeavor  to  advance.  This,  hoAvever,  was  not  attempted,  and 
shortly  after  dark  all  of  my  guns  were  taken  to  c::mp. 

Seventy-three  rank  and  file,  (strength  of  company.) 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  having  crossed  South  river,  and  fol-- 
lowing  the  brigade  about  one  and  a  half  miles  down  the  road  leading 
to  Swift  Run  Gap,  I  received  orders  to  place  two  Parrott  pieces  on 
the  left  of  the  road,  from  which  position  they  opened  on  the  enemy's- 
batteries.  The  balance  of  my  ^uns,  being  of  short  range,  were  kept 
under  cover.  After  firing  about  two  hours,  shifting  position  occa- 
sionally to  the  left,  I  received  an  order  to  take  one  of  my  Parrott 
guns  to  a  point  indicated,  some  distance  down  the  road,  within  short 
range  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  From  this  point,  under  a  hot  fire 
.from  four  of  their  guns,  a  rapid  fire  was  kept  up,  partly  on  their  bat- 
teries, and  partly  on  their  infantry,  with  canister,  until  the  ammuni- 
tion was  exhausted,  when  I  ordered  the  piece  to  retire  a  short  dis- 
tance up  the  road.  Hastening  across  to  the  left,  where  my  other 
guns  had  been  ordered  up,  engaging  the  artillery  and  infantry  of  the 
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enemy,  I  found  that  they  had  retired  to  the  position  first  occupied  in 
the  morning.  The  officer  in  charge  of  them,  Lieutenant  Graham,  in-- 
termed  me  that  after  our  infantry  began  to  fall  back,  he  ordered  the 
guns  to  be  limbered  to  the  rear  and  retire.  Having  lost  his  horse  in 
the  engagement,  and  being  some  distance  behind  the  guns,  he  sent 
three  different  messengers  dli  to  have  the  guns  halted  in  the  orchardr 
These  orders  were  not  received  by  llie  Lieutenant  in  charge.  After 
the  battery  had  commenced  falling  back,  the  fourth  piece,  a  brass  aix- 
pounder,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  L>avis,  was  ordered  by  Briga- 
dier General  Winder  to  halt  and  fire  on  the  advancing  infantry  of 
the  enemy.  Whileunlirabering,  Lieutenant  Davis  was  severely,  and 
several  cannoneers  slightly,  wounded  by  the  infantry  of  the  enemy; 
two  of  .ttic  horses  were  also  shot,  one  of  them  falling  across  the  pol^. 
But  few  m,en  being  left  with  the  gun,  the  enemy  within  a  hundrc<l 
yards,  and,  finding  it  impossible  to  extricate  the  wounded  horse,  it 
was  abandoned  ;  the  piece  was  taken  from  the  field  by  the  enemy  ; 
though  the  limber  was  afterwards  recovered.  A  careful  search  wub 
made  for  the  gun,  but  nothing  heard  from  it.  Three  of  my  piece,s 
were  again  moved  forward,  and  assisted  in  the  final  dislodgment  and 
rout  of  the  enemy,  joining  in  the  pursuit  for  about  two  miles,  when 
I  received  orders  to  halt.  The  following  is  the  list  of  casifalties,  all 
of  which  occurred  on  the  9th. 

Lieutenant  James  C.  Davis,  severely  woucded  in  the  side  ;  privates 
J.  T.  Gibbs,  slightly  in  the  foot;  Jiimes  Nicely,  slightly  in"  hand;- 
William  Cox,  slightly  in  arm  ;  Frank  Singleton,  missing,  and  be- 
lieved to  be  severely  wounded. 

A  number  of  others  were  slightly  bruised.     The  conduct  of  all  tho 
men  and  officers  engaged  was  unexceptionable. 
Yery  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  T.  POAGUE, 

Captain  of  Battery. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CARPENTER. 

HEADQUARTERS»CARPir.NTF.R's    BaTTERV,  ) 

'June  Wth,   18G2.       ] 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  hereby  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  tlie  operations  of  my  company  in  tlie  recent  engagements 
of  the  8th  and  9th  instants,  near  Port  Republic  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  while  in  camp  on  the  heights   opposite 
Port  Republic,  and,  as  I  supposed,  in  quarters  for  one   day  at  least, 
ray  horses  turned  out  to  graze,  I  was  very  rftuch  surprised  to  hear  a 
brisk  cannonading  at  or  near  the  bridge  over  the   Shenandoah   river. 
Knowing  that  the  enemy  was  on  that  side  of  "the  river,  and  believing 
that  he  had  made  his  appearance,  I  immediately  ordered  my  liorsea 
to  be  caught  and  harnessini,   and   my   battery'  put   in  readiness  for 
action.     At  this  time,  I  received  orders  from  you  to  move  my  battery 
forward  as  sgon  as  possible.     I  did  so,  and  placed  it  in  li  position  at  a 
point  indicated  by  yourself.      Upon   looking   across  tlie   river,  I  sav. 
the  enemy's  cavalry  in  full  retreat,  and,  upon  looking  down  the  river, 
I  observed  his  infantry  coming,  upon  which  I  turned  my  pieces   and 
opened  fire.     He  w.as  at  first  very  obstinate,  and  appeared  determined 
to  move  forward;    but  a  few  rounds  from  our  artillery,  upon  the  head 
of  his  column,  soon   taught   him   the   importance  of  the   ''  about-face 
and  double-quick"  in  his  drills.      I  then  kept  up   a   fire  upon  his  re- 
treating column,  advancing  by  half- battery,  so  long  as  it  was  in  sight. 
After  remaining  some  time  at  the  last  position  occupied,  some  half  a 
mile,  below  the  bridge,  I  received  orders  to  move   to   camp.     Early  in 
the  morning,  on  the  9th  instant,  I  received  orders  to  move  my  battpry 
across  the  South  river.     After  proceeding  a  short  distance  down  the 
river  on  the  road  leading  to  Swif^  run,  the   enemy's   pickets  were  ob- 
served.    Two  of  my  pieces  were  unlirnbered,  and  one  or   two  rounds 
drove  them  off.     1  then  received  orders  to  limber  up  and  move  to  the 
right.      About  this  time  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us      I    was  then 
ordered  to  move  my  pieces  forward,  and  through  a  wood  that  was  just 
in  front  of  me.     After  examining  the  "wood,  I  found  it  was  impossible 
to  move  artillery  through,  in  con'sequcnce  of  the  thick   undfergrowth. 
I  reported  this  fact  to    Oaptain   O'Brien,   assistant   adjutant  general, 
when  he  directed  that  I  should  send  one  section  of  my  battery  to  the 
support  of  the  left.     I   did  so,   under    the  command  of    Lieutenant 
McKendree,  who  reported  to  the  General  in  person   and  was  ordered 
to  take  position  on  the  extreme  left.     Of  the  operations  of  this   sec- 
tion the  General  must  be  acquainted,  as  it  was   under  his  immediate 
observation  nearly, the  whole  time.     With  Captain   O'Brien's  permis- 
sion,   I  ordered  the  other   section,   under  comrannd    of    Lieutenant 
Carpenter,  to  take  a  position  on  the   extreme  right,  as   there  was  no 
artillery  there,  and  by  so  doing  to  get  a  cross  fire   upon  the  enemy. 
He  moved  forward  until  within  short  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and 
opened  upon  them  with  shell.     Very  soon  the  infantry  of  the  enemy 
began  to  advance  upon  him,  when  I  ordered  a  round  or  two  of  can- 


118 

ister,  -which  staggered  them.  He  continued  to  pour  canister  into 
their  ranks,  and  maintained  his  ground  until  his  ammunition,  except 
a  few  ahell,  was  exhausted,  in  consequence  of  which,  and  the  close 
proximity  of  the  enemy,  I  ordered  him  to  move  to  the  rear  and  fill 
his  limbers  again.  I  then  wSnt  to  look  after  my  other  section,  on  the 
left.  After  getting  nearly  there,  »I  found  that  it  had  already  been 
oi"dered  to  the  rear.  The  artillery  duel  was  a  sharp  one,  ha^dng  been 
fought  principally  with  canister  and  short-range  shell. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  sustained  in  my  company  : 

Thomas  Jordan,  supposed  to  be  mortally   wounded  in  head;   Samuel 

S.  Carpenter,  gunner,  severely  in  arm;   William  McAllister,  slightly 

in  side;  John  Mackay,  slightly  in  thigh;  Georgfe  Byrd,  slightly   in 

'  cheek.     I  lost  two  horses  killed  ;  three  were  disabled,  and  had  to  be 

'  left   on    the   field.     Strength   on    the   8th,   rank    and  file,  seventy  ; 

>  strength  on  the  9th,  rank  and  file,  fifty-five — eleven  not  engaged. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  CARPENTER, 

Commanding  Batkry. 


COPY  OF  FREMONT'S  ORDER  OF  MARCH. 

Mountain  Department,  Headquarters  Army  in  the  Fifit'.  ? 

Harrisonburg,  June  8,  1862.      ) 

Order     of     March. 

Advance  Guard. 

1.  Colonel  Chiseret's  brigade. 

2.  The  pioneers  of  all  brigades,  aa  also  the  jixemea  of  every  regi- 
ment, to  start  at  five,  A.M. 

3.  Fourth  New  York  cavalry. 

4.  General  StaWs  brigade,  with  Bucktdil  Rifles  as  flankers,  at 
5.30  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Main  Column. 

5.  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Zagongi,  at  5.45  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

6.  General  Milroy's  brigade,  at  6  o'clock,  A.  M. 

7.  General  Schenck's  brigade,  at  6.15  o'clock,  A.  M. 

8.  General  Steinwehr's  brigade,  at  6.30  o'clock,  A.  M. 

9.  General  Train's  brigade,  at  6.45,  A.  M. 

Rear  Guard. 

10.  General  Bayard's  brigade. 

Each  regiment  to  bo  accompanied  by  its   ambulances  and  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  wagons  to  carry  their  cooking  utensils. 
The  train  will  move  in  the  order  of  brigades. 

All  horses  unable  to  perform  service  to  be  left  at  this  place   until 
further  orders. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Fremont. 

(Signed,)  ALBERT  TRACY, 

Colonel  and  A.  A.    Gerieral. 
O'fficial : 

G.  Campbell  Brown, 

A.  A.   General  Third  Division. 
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CASUALTIES  OF  THIRD  DIVISION. 


xVcTiON    OF    June     8tii,    near    Harrisonburg. 
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CASUALTIES  OF  THIRD  DIVISION— Continued. 


Action  of  Ju^E  9th,  nevr  Port  Republic. 
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Official : 

'G.  CAMPBELL  BROWN. 

A.  A.   General  Third  Division. 


OPERATIONS  AROUND  RICHMOND. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  LONGSTREET. 


Headquarters,  near  Richmond,  July  29,  1862. 
Colonel  R.  H.  Chilton,  A.  A.  General :  ,  ^ 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  confidential  General  Orders,  No.  75,  and 
previously  arranged  plans,  the  division  of  Major  General  D.  H,  Hill 
and  my  own,  were  put  in  march,  the  former  at  two,  the  latter  at  three 
o'clock,  A,  M.,  on  the  26th,  for  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  to  await 
the  progress  of  the  command  of  Maj.  Generals  Jackson  and  A.  P.  Hill. 
The  two  divisions,  were  in  position  in  front  of  Mechanicsville  bridge, 
at  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  but  some  unavoidable  delay  in  the  moveibent 
of  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  k(;pt  us  in  wait- 
ing until  about  three  o'cjock,  P.  M.,  when  the  advance  of  Major  Gen- 
eral A.  P,  Hill's  command  was  discovered.  The  divisions  were  put  in 
readiness  to^cross  at  any  moment,  and  at  six  o'clock  the  enemy  had 
been  turned  and  driven  back  far  enoygh  to  enable  the  head  of  our 
column  to  pass  the  bridges.  Brigadier  General  Hampton  volunteered 
to  give  directions  and  positions  to  our  heavy  batteries,  opposite  Me- 
chanicsville, now  become  useless,  and  to  follow  the  movements  of  our 
troops  down  the  river.^  The  batteries  followed  our  movements,  and 
played  upon  the  enemy's  lines  with  good  effect. 

Ripley's  Brigade  of  D.  H.  Hill's  division  was  thrown  forward,  and 
soon  became  engaged  in  a  sharp  fight  with  the  enemy  at  Beaver  Dam 
creek,  a  stream  from  twelve  to  twenty  feet  wide,  with  perpendicular 
banks,  from  six  to  eight  feet  high.  The  enemy  being  very  strongly 
posted  behind  this  creek,  with  the  bridges  destroyed,  these  gallant 
troops  could  accomplish  but  little  before  night,  A  very  handsome 
effort  was  made  by  them,  however,  to  take  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Major  General  D.  H.  Hill's  report  will  give  particulars  of  the  con- 
duct of  his  troops  at  this  point. 


123 

Some  time  after  dark,  the  rear  brigade  of  my  own  division  succeeded 
in  crossing  the  Chickahominy,  and  Pryor's  and  Featherston's  brigades 
were  ordered  to  Beaver  Dam  creek,  to  relieve  the  portion  of  Major 
General  D.  H.  Hill's  division  in  position  there,  the  balance  of  the 
division  remaining  near  the  bridge  in  bivouac. 

At  early^  dawn,  on  the  27th,  the  battle  was  renewed  with  artillery 
and  infantry.  The  brigade  of  General  Wilcox,  and  a  battery  was 
sent  to  the  support  of  the  brigades  on  Beaver  Dam  creek,  and  were 
engaged  principally  with  artillery,  until  seven  o'clock,  when  the  en- 
emy abandoned  his  trenches  and  retired.  The  columns  were  delayed 
about  an  hour  repairing  the  bridges,  when  the  general  advance  was 
resumod.  Three  of  my  brigades,  Wilcox's,  Pryor's  and  Featherston's, 
under  brigadier  General  Wilcox,  were  put  in  advance,  to  move,  when 
the  ground  would  permit,  in  line  of  battle,  supported  by  Pickett's 
brigade,  the  other  two,  Anderson's  and  Kemper's,  some  distance  be- 
hind. It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  rapidly 
from  his  right,  burning,  and  otherwise  destroying,  most  of  the  prop- 
erty that  he  could  not  remove.  The  pursuit  was  steadily  continued 
until  one  o'clock,  Avhen  the  enemy  was  discovered  strongly  posted  be- 
hind Powhite  creek.  The  three  brigades,  under  Wilcox,  were  ad- 
vanced to  the  edge  of  the  creek,  to  feel  the  enemy,  and  ascertain,  as 
far  us  practicable,  his  strength.  It  was  soon  found  that  he  was  in 
full  force.  A  message  to  this  effect  was  received  from  Brigadier 
General  D.  II  Jones,  a  few  moments  previous.  The  troops  were  halted 
in  position  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  other  divisions. 

Major  General  A.  P.  IIlll  soon  repaired  the  bridges  at  the  mill, 
crossed  the  Powhite  creek,  and  took  position  for  the  attack.  The  col- 
umns under  General  Jackson,  having  a  longer  march,  were  not  in  po- 
sition for  some  time  after.  Finally,  these  columns  were  reported  in 
position,  and  the  commanding  General  directed  my  brigades  to  be  put 
in  position  on  the  right,  to  co-operate. 

In  front  of  me,  the  enemy  occupied  the  wooded  slope  of  Turkey 
hill,  the  crest  of  which  is  fifty  or  sixty  feet  higher  than  the  plain 
over  which  my  troops  must  pass  to  make  an  attack.  The  plain  is 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide;  the  further  side  of  it  was  occupied 
by  sharpshooters.  Above  these,  and  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  was  a 
line  of  infantry  behind  trees,  felled  so  as  to  form  a  good  breastwork. 
The  crest  of  the  hiil,  some  forty  feet  above  the  last  line,  was  strength- 
ened by  rifle  trenches,  and  occupied  by  infantry  and  artillery.  In  ad- 
dition to  this-,  the  plain  was  enfiladed  by  batteries  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Chickahominy.  I  was,  in  fact,  in  the  position  from  which  the  en- 
emy wished  us  to  attack  him. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division.  My 
troops  Avere  drawn  up  in  lines,  massed  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill,  and 
behind  a  small  wood,  three  brigades  in  each  position,  and  heM  in  read- 
iness, as  the  reserve.  We  had  not  been  in  position  long,  however, 
before  I  received  an  urgent  iftessage  from  the  commanding  General 
to  make  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  attacking  columns.  The  threp 
brigades,  under  Wilcox,  were  at  once  ordered  forward  against  the  en- 
emy's left  flank  with  this  view.     Pickett's  brigade  making  a  diversion 


124 

on  the  left  of  these  brigades,  developed  the  strong  position  and  force  . 
of  the  enemy  in  my  front;  and  I  found  that  I  must  drive  him  by  di- 
rect assault,  or  abandon  the  fdea  of  making  the  diversion.  From  the 
urgent  nature  of  the  messige  from  the  commanding  Genera^,  anil  ray 
own  peculiar  position,  I  determined  to  change  the  feint  into  an  attack, 
r.nd  oi"der8  for  a  general  advance  were  issued.  General  R.  Ji.  An<jer- 
son's  brigade  was  divided — part  supporting  Pickett's  in  the  direct  as- 
sault, and  the  other  portions  guarding  the  right  fl.ink  of  the  brigades 
undor  Wilcox. 

At  this  TOomeht,  General  Whiting  arrived  with  his  division,  put  it' 
into  position  at  once  and  joined  in  the  assault.  The  opportune  ar- 
rival of  this  <livision  occupied  the  entire  field  and  envied  me  to  hold 
in  reserve  my  roar  brigade,  (Kemper's.)  Our  gallant  officers  and 
men  were  moved  fm-waid  in  the  face  of  three  lines  of  infantry  fire, 
supported  by  batteries  from  both  sides  of  the  Chickahominy.  The 
troops  moving  steadily  on  under  this  terrible  fire,  drove  tho  entnny 
from  his  positions,  one  after  another,  took  his  batteries,  and  finally 
drove  him  into  the  swamps  of  the  Chickahominy. 

No  battle-field  can  boast  of  more  gallantr}'  and  devotion.  The 
sev-orest  trials  were  .encountered  i)y  Wilcox's,  F(^therston's  and 
Pryor's  brigades.  These  were  skirmishing  all  day.,  andunder  a  most 
annoying  fire  of  artillery  a  great  part  of  the  time.  They  were  the 
first,  too,  to  make  the  assault,  and  receive  the  terrible  fire  of  infantry 
from  the  enemy's  liftcs.  The  enemy's  left  was  forced,  and  his  position 
was  thus  partially  turned,  several  r)f  his  batteries  and  many  prisoners* 
and  regimental  standards  falling  into  our  hands.  As  our  troops 
reachtd  the  crest,  but  a  moment  before  o'ccnpied  by  the  enemy,  rc- 
irforcements  advanced  and  were  engaged  with  our  troops  for  ;i  few 
moments.  Soon  discovering,  however,  that  they  must  give  way, 
they  fell  liack  in  some  confusion,  leaving  their  dead  to  mark  their 
line  of  battle.  This  was  the  last  opposition  encountered  by  our 
troops,  further  than  a  show  of  resistance  as  the  enemy  was  pursued. 
The  firing  along  other  porter  portions  of  the  lino  was  continued  until 
dark. 

General  Whiting  having  finished  his  work  in  our  front,  with  his 
own  division,  asked  for  a  brigade  of  General  Jackson's  qomraand, 
which  happened  to  be  near  me,  and  put  it  in  position  on  our  left,  wliere 
h;  did  other  handsome  work.  After  driving  the  enemy  from  his  last 
position,  many  of  our  men  continued  the  pursuit  beyond,  in  a  rather 
str.aggling  condition.  The  enenmy's  cavalry,  covering  liis  retreat, 
seeing  this,  attempted  a  charge,  but  our  troops  cooly  awaited  their 
approach,  and  drove  them  back  aifter  delivering  a  few  rounds  into  their 
ranks. 

A  little  after  dark  the  firing  ceased,  and  the  enemy  left  upon  the 
field,  surrendered,  or  straggled  through  tlie  woods. 

Up  to  the  moment  of  gaining  the  enemy's  position  our  loss  was 
greater  than  his,  but  the  tolling  five  of  our  inffntry  upon  his  lines,  as 
he  retired,  and  returned  again  io  attack,  thinned  his  ranks  so  rapidly, 
that  his  dead  soon  outnumbe>ed  ours.  There  was  more  individual 
gallantry  displayed  upon  this  field  than  any  I  have  ever  seen.     Con- 
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spicuous  araoiVgat  those  gallant  officers  and  men,  were  Brigadier  Gen- 
erals R,  IT.  Anderson,  Whiting,  Wilcox  and  Fickett — the  latter 
severely  wounded;  Colonels  Jenkins,  Withers,  severely  wouijded  ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hale,  severely  wound-ed ;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Slaughter,  severely  wounded,  and  Major  MullinvS,  severely  wounde«l. 
The  gallant  Colonid  Woodward,  of  the. tenth  Alabama  volunteers,  fell 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  position.  ■ 

My  pcrs'onal  statT.  M;ijors  Sorrel*  Manning,  Fairfax  and  W'alton, 
Captain  tjofee  and  Lieutenant  LMockwell,  displayed  great  galluntry, 
intelligence  and  activity.  They  have  my  warmest  thanks,  and  de- 
serve much  credit  of  the  Government. 

Miijor  Haskell,  of  General  D.  R.  Jones'  staff,  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices to  pie  for  the  day.  Upon  his  first  field,  his  conduct  would  have 
dcfhe  credit  to  any  distinguished  veteran.  After  gallantly  bearing 
the  x;olor3  of  one  of  the  regiments  to  the  enemy'ij  breastworks,  and 
planting  the  standard  upon  them  he  lost  his^  fight  arm  by  a  cannon 
shot. 

The  galUnt  Captain   Ochiltree,  of  the  Adjutant  GencraTa  D:part- 
•ment,  volunteered  his  services,  and  was  very  active  aiid  energetic  in 
the  discharge  of  duties  assigned  him.      General  Wigfall  and  Culonel 
P.  T.  Moore,  an.d  W.  Munford,  kindly  off'.'reit  their  services,  and  were  * 
active  imd  useful  in  traucmitting  orders,  &c. 

Early  on  the  following  day,  (Saturday,)  parties  were  sent  forward 
to  find  the  enemy.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  he  was  not  in  T"orce 
iu  my  front,  and  had  destroyed  the  bridges  across  the  Chickahominy, 
4mmc<liatcly  in  front  of  me.  It  was  suppt)sed,  however,  that  we  would 
be  aljlo  to  draw  him  from  his  entrenchments,  by  cutting  his  lase. 
V/hii.t  other  portions  of  the  army  were  occupied  at  this  work,  my 
artillery  was  opened  with  such  long-range  guns  as  I  could  use  ai;ainst 
the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  The  range  was  so  great, 
howt'Vt-r,  that  we  coulil  do  but  little  more  than  annoy  him.  'i'he  fire 
of  one  of  the  batteries  in  front  of  General  D.  R.  Jones,  however,  made 
him  foel  exceedingly  uncomfortalile.  T.ie  effort  to  draw  the  enemy 
out  by  cutting  his  tiase  was  entirely  unsuccessful;  and,  on  Sunday 
morning,  it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  abandoned  his  fortificati  )a3, 
and  vras  in  full  retreat  towar:;s  his  gunboats  on  the  James  river.  I 
was  ordered,  with  my  own  division  and  thatof  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill, 
to  march,  via  New  l>ridg;e8  and  the  t)arbytown  road,  to  intercept  his 
retrer.t.  ,\fter  a  forced  march,  our  troops  reached  a  point  that  night 
within  easy  striking  distance  of  the  enemy. 

Tll^  march' was  resumed  on  Monday  morning.  Soon  after  taking 
up  the  line  of  march,  I  was  joined  by  the  commanding  Gtneral.  Our 
forces  came  upon  the  enemy  at  Frazi«r"s  farm,  about  noon,  when  the 
encmy.'s  skirmishers  were  reported  as  advancing.  Colonel  Jctikin?, 
commanding  the  second  brigade,  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  C(»n  li- 
tion  of  the  enemy.  After  drawing  in  his  pickets,  it  was  found  that 
he  was  in  force  and  position,  ready  for  battle.  My  own  division  was 
put  in  position  for  attack  or  defence  at  once,  and  one  of  Major  Gen- 
oral  A.  P.  Hill's  brigades  fHranoht*)  ordered  forward,- to  support  my 
■  ght  flank — the*  rest  of  Iliilr  divi:?joa  being  k*  ft,  for  the  tiuic,  on  thi- 
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road,  to  secure  the  right  or  naove  up  to  support  the'  front.  About  ■ 
this  time  information  was  received  that  Major  General  Magruder  was 
in  rear,  in  easy  supporting  distance,  but  as  information  was  also  re- 
ceived that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  front  of  Major  General  Holmes, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  order  Magruder's  forces  to  join  Holm«s, 
about  three  miles  off  to  our  right.  After  getting  into  position,  artil- 
lery fire  was  opened  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  upon  the  enemy,  ap- 
parently from  the  Charles  City  road.  Taking  this  for  Huger's  attack, 
and  thinking  that  his  troops  (rather  fresh)  would  expect  early  co-op- 
eration, I  ordered  several  batteries  forward,  Jiurriediy,  in  order  to 
assure  those  troops  that  we  were  in  position.  The  enemy's  batteries 
returned'the  fire  immediately,  and  with  great  rapidity.  One  battery 
was  found  to  be  so  near  our  front  line  that  I  ordered  Colonel  Jenkins 
to  silence  it.  The  enemy  was  found  to  be  in  such  force  ther^,  h(?w- 
ever,  that  the  ei^gagement  was  brought  on  at  once,  four  o'clock. 
Troops  were  thrown  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  support  of 
the  attacking  columns.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  that 
concert  of  action,  so  essential  to  complete  success,  could  not  obtain, 
particularly  attacking  such  odds  against  us,  and  in  position,  Th6 
enemy,  however,  was  driven  back  slowly  and  steadily,  contesting  the 
ground  inch  by  inch.  He  succeeded  in  getting  some  of  his  batteries 
off  the  field,  and,  by  holding  his  last  position  till  dark,  in  withdrawing 
his  forces,  under  cover  of  night.  The  troops  sustained  their  reputa- 
tion for  coolness,  courage,  determination  and  devotion,  so  well  earned 
on  many  hotly  contested  fields.  Branch's  brigade,  of  Major  General 
A.  P.  Hill's  division  did  not  render  the  prompt  support  to  our  right 
which  was  expected,  and  it  is  believed  that  several  of  our  officers  and 
men  were  taken  prisoners  in  consequence.  The  other  brigades  of 
this  division  were  prompt,  and  advanced  to  the  attack  with  an  alacrity 
worthy  of  their  gallant  leader.  They  recovered  and  secured  the  cap- 
tured batteries,  from  some  of  which  the  troops  of  my  division  had  been 
compelled  to  retire,  for  want  of  promp|^  support.  The  odds  against 
us  on  this  field  were  probably  greater  than  on  any  other. 

Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  deserves  much  credit  for  the  condition  of 
his  new  troops,  and  the  promptness  and  energy  displayed  in  throwing 
his  forces  forward  at  the  proper  time,  and  to  the  -proper  points.  I 
would  also  mention,  as  distinguished  among  others  for  gallantry  and 
skill,  Brigadier  Generals  R.  H.  Anderson,  Kemper,  Wilcox,  Pryor, 
and  Featherston,  (the  latter  severely  wounded,)  and  Colonels  Jenkins, 
Corse,  Strange,  Patton,  Pert-y,  severely  wounded;  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Marye,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coppons,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Royston, 
and  Major  Caldwell,  the  two  latter  wounded;  Captain  Fields,  com- 
manding eleventh  Alabama  Captain  King,  commanding  ninth  Ala- 
bama, both  wounded;  Capt?in  Otey,  commanding  eleventh  Virginia, 
and  Captain  Kilpatrick,  of  the  Palmetto  sharpshooters. 

The  country  and  the  service  mourns  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
J.  G.  Taylor,  of  the  second  Mississippi  battalion  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
D.  W.  Baine,  commanding  fourteenth  Alabama  regiment ;  Lieutenant 
Colonel  J.  v.  Scott,  commanding  third  Virginia  regiment,  and  Major 
William  Anderson,  of  the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters.  '  These  brave  and 
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valuable  officers  fell  at  the  head  of  their  commands,  in  a  desperate 
charge  on  the  enemy's  batteries. 

Majors  Sorrel,  Manning,  Fairfax,  and  Walton,  Captain  Goree,  and 
Lieutenant  Blackwell,  of  my  personal  staff,  displayed  their  usual  gal- 
lantry and  alacrity.  After  five  days  of  night  and  day  work,  they 
kept  up  with  undiminished  zeal  and  energy.  My  volunteer  aid,  Gen- 
eral Wigfall,  remained  with  me  also,  conspicuous  for  his  courage, 
coolness  and  intelligence.  Major  Meade  and  Lieutenant  Johnson,  of 
the  engineer  corps,  were  assigned  to  duty  at  my  headquarters,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign,  and  were  very  energetic  and  untiring  in 
their  efforts  to  discover  the  various  positions  of  the  enemy. 

I  desire  to  render  my  thanks  to  the  medical  staff"  off"  my  command, 
of  which  Surgeon  Cullen  is  chief,  for  their  humane  and  protracted 
eff"orts  in  the  care  of  the  wounded  The  most  untiring  and  unremitting 
attention  was  displayed  by  these  officers,  both  after  the  actions  of  the 
27th  and  30th,  and  I  i*efer  to  the  report  of  Chief  Surgeon  Cullen  for 
especial  mention  of  "the  conduct  of  the  subordinates. 

For  the  details  of  the  operations  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  di- 
vision, I  respectfully  refer  to  his  official  report. 

Early  on  the  following  day,  the  troops  of  Major  General  Jackson 
were  reported  approaching  the  late  battle-field,  also  Armstead"s  brigade, 
of  Huger's  division.  The  entire  force  was  concentrated  around  this 
field  about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  Jackson's  command  advanced,  by 
the  commanding  General,  on  the  route  of  the  enemy's  retreat.  It 
was  soon  ascertained  that  the  enemy  was  in  position  and  great  force 
near  Malvern  Hill,  at  Crew's  fiirm. 

Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  and  my  own  division  having  been  en- 
gaged the  day  before  were  in  reserve.  A  little  after  three  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  I  understood  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  attack  the  enemy 
that  day,  Inasmuch  as  his  position  was  too  strong  to  admit  of  it. 
About  five  o'clock,  however,  I  heard  the  noise  of  battle  and  soon  re- 
ceived a  message  from  Major  General  Magruder,  calling  for  reinforce- 
ments, and  understood  from  his  staff"  officer  that  the  enemy  was 
attacking  his  position.  I  ordered  the  division  of  Major  General  A, 
P.  Hill  to  his  immediate  support  and  put  my  own  in  position  to  secure 
his  right  flank,  which  was  the  only  one  that  could  be  at  all  exposed.  One 
of  Major  General  A'.  P.  Hill's  brigades  became  engaged  about  night — 
no  other  portion  of  the  two  divisions.  Oa  Wednesday  those  two  di- 
visions were  thrown  forward  again  to  pursue  the  enemy,  but  after 
marching  two  miles  through  a  very  severe  rain  storm,  they  were 
halted  for  the  night  near  Dr.  Poindexter's  house. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  pursuit  was  resumed  and  the  command 
of  Major  General  Jackson  moved  forward,  but  by  a  diff"erent  road. 
Both  commands  arrived  near  the  new  positon  taken  by  the  enemy 
before  night. 

On  Friday  morning,  I  rode  forward  to  examine  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  He  was  found  to  be  strongly  posted  under  his  gunboats. 
Major  General  Jackson  placed  his  command  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
drove  back  th?  enemy's  pickets,  and  made  the  necessary  disposition  of 
his   troops.     Some  complaint  was    made  that  the  troops  were  not  in 
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proper  condition  to  attack  the  enemy  under  his  gunhoats,  I  ordered, 
ilierefore,  tiiat  no  advance  should  be  made  and  .\¥rote  to  request  tha: 
the  commanding  General  Avould  ride  forward  at' his  earliest  conve- 
nience, r.rio'adier  General  D.  R.  Jones,  in  command  of  his  own  brigade 
and  that  of  (general  Toombs,  reported  to  me  just  before  the  arrivalof 
the  commanding  General.  These,  brigades  were  put  in  position  on 
Jackson's  left  and  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division  on  his  right, 
at  Crenshaw's  farm.  After  consultation,  further  offensive  operations 
were  not  deemed  expedient. 

Some  days  were,  therefore,  occupied  in  collecting  .the  arms  and  other 
property  thrown  away  iind  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  when  our  forces 
were  withdravrn  to  their  present  positions  near  Richmond. 
Respectfully  ^^ubmitted, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Major  General  commanding. 
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GENERAL   JACKSON'S    REPORT    OF    BATTLE    OF    COLD 
HARCOR  AND  OTHER  ENGAGEMENTS. 


HKAnQn.*RTF.RS  Skcond  Corps,  A.  N.  V., 
February  20,  1863. 

Brigadier  General  R.  II.  Chilton, 

A.  A.  and  I.    General: 

•  # 

General:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of 

the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  battle   of  Cohl    Harbor,   and   other 
engagements  before  Richmond. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  last,  leaving  the  cavalry  and  Chow's  battery. 
under  Brigadier  General  Robertson,  near  Harrisonburg — Whiting's 
division,  then  near  Staunton,  and  EwelTs  and  Jackson's  near  Weyer's 
Cave,  Augusta  county,  Virijinia — moved  towards  Richmond.  Ijiuv- 
ton's  brigade,  subsequently  of  Jackson's  division,  being  part  at  Staun- 
ton and  part  near  Weyer's  Cave,  moved  with  the  troops  nearest  thWr 
positions-.  Subsequenth  Colonel  Munford,  with  his  cavali'y,  mareheti 
in  the  same  direction. 

On  the  2oth  of  June,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Ashland,  on  Jfce 
Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  railroad,  about  twelve  mWs 
from  Richmond. 

The  division  of  Brigadier  General  Whiting,  embraced  the  Texas 
brigade,  Ge"neral  Hood  ;  the  third  brigade,  Colonel  Law  commanding, 
with  the  batteiics  of  Rielly  and  Balthis.  The  division  of  Major 
General  Ewell,  the  fourth  brigade.  General  E!zey  ;  the  seventh  bri 
gade.  General  Trimble;  and  the  eighth  brigade,  Colonel  L.  G.  Sey- 
mour ;  «-nd  tlie  Maryland  line,  Colonel  Braitley  T.  Johnson,  wi-h  the 
batteries  of  Brockenbrough,  Caniiigton  and  Courtnay.  Jackson's 
division,  the  first  brigade, 'General  Charles  S.  Winder;  the  second 
brigajJKLieutenant  Colonel  R.  H.  CuTininghnm  commanding;  the 
third  OTigade,  Colonel  L.  W.  Fulker«oli  conimamling  ;  and  the  fourth 
brigade.  General  A.  R.  Law  ton  ;  ^s■ith  the  batterits  cf  Pougue, 
Carpenter  and  Wooding. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the 
commaning  General,  I  took 'up  the  line  of  march  for  Cold  Harbor, 
Whiting's  division  in  front. 

Pursuing  the  Ashcake  road,  we  crossed  the  Central  railroad  about 
ten,  A.  M.  Approaching  the  Tottopotomy  Creek,  the  Federal  pickets  . 
crossed  ^o  the  southside  of  the  stream,  and  partially  destroyed  the 
bridge,  and  by  felling  trees  across  the  road  further  on,  attempted  to 
delay  our  advance.  After  the  Texas  skirmishers  had  gallantly  crossed 
over  and  Rielly  shelled  the  woods  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the  enemy 
from  it,  in  order  that  Ave  might  safely  effect  a  lodgment  beyond  the 
creek,  Whiting  rapidly  repaired  the  bridge,  and  the  march  was  re- 
sumed. That  night  the  three  divisions  bivouacked  near  Hun-lley's 
cor!ior.  Whilst  there.  ■  •  ^K'imishing  took  place  with  detachments 
,  0 
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of  the  eneniy,  in  wliicli  Brockenbrough's  battery,tho  first  MarjIanJ, 
thirteenth  Virginia,  and  the  sixth   Louisiana   regiments  participated. 

We  were  now  approaching  the  ground  occupied  by  that  portion  of 
the  grand  army  of  McClellan,  which  was  posted  north  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  His  right  was  then  resting  upon  Mechanicsville,  from  which 
point  his  lines  extended  some  miles  down  the  riv(^. 

As  our  route,  that  day,  inclined  towards  the  south,  atid  brought  us 
in  the  direction  of,  but  to  the  left  of,  Mechanicsville,  we  distinctly 
heard  the  rapid  and  continued  discharges  of  cannon,  announcing  the 
enf^agement  of  General  A.  P.  Ilill  with  tha  extreme  right  of  the  e«emy. 
Early  the  next  morning,  f^Tth.)  the  three  divisions  resumed  the  march, 
general  fiwell  in  the  lead. 

After  crossing  Beaver  Dam,  we  halted  to  dislodge  a  force  of  the 
enemy,  observed  upon  our  right,  near  the  intersection  of  the  road 
then  occupied  by  us  with  the  road  leading  from  Mechanicsville  to 
Beihesda  church  ;  but  the  Federals  observing  the  division  of  General 
D.  H.  Hill,  then  coming  into  view,  and  which  was  advancing  from 
Mechanicsville  towards  the  point  of  intersection,  and  at  the  same  time 
se'eing  General  Ewell  moving  down  from  my  command,  they  promptly 
atJk'ndoned  their  position  and  fell  back. 

The  enemy  teen  by  us,  as  before  stated,  on  our  right,  having  fallen 
back,  and  the  road  being  open  for  pressing  further  along  his  rear,  the 
mM^ch  was  resumed  towards  Walnut  Grove  church,  where  I  again 
hined  until  General  A,  P.  Hill  came  up.  Continuing  to  carry  out 
the  plan  of  the  commanding  General,  I  inclined  to  the  left,  and  ad- 
vanced on  Cold  Harbor,  whilst  General  A.  P.  Hill  moved  towards  the 
same  poiilt  by  a  different  road  to  the  light. 

The  enemy  having  obstructed  the  road  which  I  had  taken,  and 
adopted  the  additional  precaution  to.  delay  my  march  by  defending 
the  obstructions  with  sharpshooters,  it  became  necessary, for  the  pur- 
pose of  saving  time,  to  take  a  road  still  further  to  the  left.  The  time 
consumed  in  this  delay,  threw  me  in  rear  of  General  D.  H  Hill,  who 
had  moved  by 'Bethesda  church.  Upon  reaching  and  passing  Cold 
Harbor  about  half  a  liiile,  his  division  was  opened  upon  by  ^  heavy 
fire  from  a  position  on  his  right,  and*also  from  artillery  in  his  front. 
Soon  after.  General  A.  P.  Hill  became  engaged,  and  being  unacquainted 
with  the  ground,  and  apprehensive  from  what  appeared  to  me  to  be 
the  respective  positions  of  the  Confederate  and  Federal  forces  engaged, 
that  if  1  then  pressed  forward  our  troops  would  be  mistaken  for  the 
enemy  and  be  fired  into,  and  hoping  that  General  A.  P,  Hill  and 
Longstreet  would  soon  drive  the  Federals  towards  me,  I  directed  Gen-  . 
eral  D.  H.  Hill  to  move  his  divison  to  the  left  of  the  road,  so  as  to 
leave  between  him  and  the  wood  on  the  right  of  th3  road,  an  open 
space,  across  which  I  hoped  the  enemy  would  be  driven. 

Thus  arranged,  it  was  in  our  power  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe 
in  case  the  enemy  should  be  driven  as  expected.  Major  General 
Stuart,  who  had  been  covering  my  left  with  his  cavalry,  was  also 
posted  so  as  to  charge,  should  the  Federals  attempt  a  retreat  to  the 
Pamunky  by  Cold  Harbor. 

But  it  soon  becoming  apparent,  from  the  direction  and  pound  of  the 
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firing,  that  Gen.  A.  V.  Hill  was  hard  pressed,  I  ordered  a  general  ad- 
vance of"  my  entire  corps,  ■which  commenced  with  Gen.  D.  li.  Hill  upon 
my  left,  and  extending  to  the  right,  through  Ewell's  Jackson's  and 
Whiting's  divisions,  posted  from  left  to  right  in  the  order  named. 
The  Federal  commander  had  withdrawn  his  troops  from  their  posi- 
tions west  of  the  Powhite — a  small  tributary  of  the  Chickahominy — 
;ind  liad  concentrated  them  in  strong  positions  near  Cold  Harbor, 
and  east  of  that  creek.  The  ground  which  had  been  selected  to  re- 
ceive our  attack,  had  natural  advantages  for  defence,  and  was 
strengthened  by  artificial  works.  His  forces  were  posted  upon  an  ele- 
vated ridge,  running  nearly  parallel  to  the  Chickahominy,  his  right 
resting  near  M'Gee's  house,  and  his  left  upon  an  abrupt  bluff,  sur- 
mounted by  artillery,  and  protected  by  a  deep  ravine  and  a  double 
line  of  breastworks  for  inf;ini:ry.  This  position,  on  the  ridge,  was 
further  favored  on  his  right  by  points  still  more  elevated,  rising  in  his 
rear,  well  adnpted  for  batteries,  from  which  a  destructive  fire  could 
be  maintained  against  an  advancing  line  over  the  leads  of  his  Own 
infantry.  In  his  front  was  a  wood  of  deep  and  tangled  undergrowth, 
through  which  a  sluggish  stream  passed,  converting  into  swamp  or 
marsh  the  adjacent  soil.  This  natural  obstruction  was  further  in- 
creased by  felled  timber,  designed  to  retard  the  advance  of  our  troops, 
and  to  keep  them  as  long  as  po.s?ible  exposed  to  fire.  In  advancing  to 
the  attack,  General  D.  H,  Hill  had  to  cross  this  swamp,  densely  oov- 
cred  with  tangled  undergrowth  and  young  timber.  This  caused  some 
confusion,  and  a  separation  of  regimenis.-  On  the  further  edge  of  the 
swamp  he  encountered  the  enemy.  The  conflict  was  fierce  and  bloody. 
The  Federals  fell  back  from  the  wood,  under  the  protection  of  a  fence, 
ditch  and  hill.  Separated  now  from  them  by  an  open  field,  some  four 
hundred  yards  wide,  he  promptly  determined  to  press  forward.  Be- 
fore doing  so,  however,  it  was  necessary  to  capture  a  battery  on  his 
left,  which  ^ould  enfilade  his  lino  on  its  advance.  To  effect  this,  he 
sent  two  regiment.s  of*Elzey's  brigade,  which  had  become  separated 
from  their  command,  to  go  in  rear  of  the  battery,  and  ordered  Colo- 
nel Iverson,  with  the  twentieth  North  Carolina,  and  the  first  and 
third  North  Carolina  regiments  to  make  the  attack  in  front.  The  or- 
der was  promptly'  and  gallantly  obeyed  and  carried  into  execution  by 
Colonel  Iverson,  with  the  twentieth  North  Carolina.  He  was  severely 
Avounded  in  the  aJ\ance.  The  battery  was  captured  with  severe  loss, 
and  held  for  a  &.hort  time,  sufficiently  long,  however,  to  enable  the  di- 
vision to  move  on  free  from  its  terrible  fire,  when  it  was  retaken  by 
'the  enemy.  Again  pressing  forward,  the  Federals  again  fell  hack, 
but  only  to  select  a  position  for  a  more  obstinate  defence,  when,  at 
dark,  under  the  pressure  of  our  batteries,  whicli  had  then  begun  to 
play  with  marked  effect  upon  the  left,  of , the  other  concurring  events 
of  the  field,  and  of  the  bold  and  dashing  charge  of  General  Hill's  in- 
fantry, in  which  the  troops  of  General  C.  S.  Winder  joined,  the  en- 
emy yielded  the  field  and  fled  in  disorder. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Ewell,on  General  D.  11.  Hill's  right,  l>ad 
moved  the  fourth  brigade,  General  Elzey,  to  the  left  of  the  road,  pasa- 
inor  fiom  Gr.ir.cs'  b'^uso  to  M'Gee's,  and  a  portion  of  the   seventh, 


132 

General  Trimble,  and  tlie  eighth  brigade,  into  the  wood  on  the  right 
of  that  road.  Having  crossed  the  swamp,  and  commenced  the  ascent 
of  the  hill,  his  division  became  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  For 
two  hour^=,  assailed  in  front  and  flank  by  superior  numbers,  wlthou^ 
reinfoVccments,  Colonel  Seymo»r,  then  commanding,  having  fallen, 
the  eighth  biignde  was  drawn  from  the  field,  but  the  line  was  still 
held  by  a  portion  of  General  Trimble's.  The  fifth  Texas  and  a  pail 
of  i4ic  Hampton  legion  now  came  ta  his  support  and  rendered  ira- 
portJiUt  service  in  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  arriv^il  of 
General  Lawton,  of  Jackson's  division,  enabled  him  to  assume  the  of- 
fensive. L;»wton,  after  aiding  in  clearing  the  front,  wheeled  a  part 
of  his  brigade  to  the  right,  attacked  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  opened 
the  way  tor  the  remainder  of  Trimble's  brigade,  which  advanced  to 
the  field  beyord  the  woods.  General  EwcU's  troops  having  now  ex- 
hausted their  own  ammunition,  and  in  inany  cases  such  as  they  could 
gather  from  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  having  been  engaged  for 
more  than  four  hours,  the  most  of  them  withdrew  from  the  field  about 
dusk. 

The  four  brigades  of  Jackson's  division  did  not  act  together  during 
the  engagement,  but  were  called  to  separate  fields  of  service.  In  pursu- 
ance of  the  order  to  charge  the  enemy's  front,  the  first  Virginia  brig- 
ade, commanded  by  General  C.  S.  Winder,  moved  forward  through  the 
swamp,  and,  upon  emerging  into  the  open  field,  its  ranks,  broken  by 
the  obstacles  entouuterud,  were  reformed.  Meeting  at  that  point  with 
the  Hampton  legion,  first  Maryland,  and  twelfth  j^vlabama,  fii'ty-second 
Virginia,  and  thirty-eighth  Georgia,  they  were  formed  upon  his  line. 
Thus  formed,  they  moved  forward  under  the  lead  of  that  gallai.t  ofl&- 
cer,  whose  conduct  here  was  marked  by  the  coolness  and  co  ir:ige 
which  distinguished  him  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  Valley.  The  enemy 
met  this  advance  with  spirit  and  firmness.  His  well-directed  artillery 
find  heavy  inuskotry,  played  with  destructive  eftect  upon^  our  a-lvmc- 
ing  line.  ^Nothing  daunted  by  the  fall  of  officers  and  men  thinning 
their  ranks  at  every  step,  these  brave  men  moved  steadily  forward, 
driving  the  enemy  from  point  to  point,  until  he  was  finally  driven  from 
his  last  position,  some  three  hundred  yards  beyond  McGee's  house, 
when  night  prevented  further  pursuit. 

In  the  charge  near  McGee's  house.  Colonel  Allen,  of  the  second 
Virginia  infantry,  fell,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment. 

Five  gaiis,  numerous  small  aims,  and  many  prisoners,  were  among 
the  fruits  of  this  rapid  and  resistless  advance. 

General  Reynolds,  and  an  oflicer  of  his  staff,  wh.o  lingered  on  this 
fride  of  the  river,  after  the  Federal  troops  had  crossed  over,  were 
among  the  number  of  prisoners.  The  second  brigade,  by  request  of 
(reneral  Wilcox,  was  removed  to  a  point  of  woods  about  half  a  milo 
from  the  river.  When  it  reached  there,  the  enemy  had  already  been 
Tepulsed  at  that  point  by  a  flank  movement  of  Brigadier  General  R, 
H.  Anderson.  The  third  brigade  was  sent  to  support  General 
Whiting's  attack  upon  the  enemy's  left,  but  reached  there  only  iij 
time  to  witness  the  evidence  of  a  bloody  triumph,  and  the  guns  of  th§ 
I'nemy  in  possession   of  the  gallant  Texas  brigade.     Colonel  S.  Ifi 
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Fulkerson,  commanding  the  brigade,  fell,  martally  wounded,  shortly' 
after  his  arrival  on  the  spot.  General  Lawton,  of  the  fourth  brigade, 
after  rendering  timely  and  important  support,  before  described,  to 
General  Ewell's  command,  pressed  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  driving  the 
enemy  before  him,  and  co-operating  in  that  general  charge,  late  in 
the  evening,  that  closed  the  labors  of  the  day.  On  my  extreme  right, 
General  Whiting  advanced  his  division  through  the  same  dense  forest 
and  swamp,  emerging  from  the  wood  into  the  field  near  the  public 
road,  and  at  the  head  of  the.  deep  ravine  which  covered  the  enemy's 
left.  Advancing  thence,  through  a  number  of  retreating  and  disor- 
dered regiments,  he  came  within  range  of  the  enemy's  fire,  who,  con- 
cealed in  an  open  wood,  and  protected  by  bi'eastworks,  poured  a 
destructive  fire,  lor  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  into  his  advancing  line,  under 
which  many  brave  officers  and  men  fell.  Dashing  on  Avith  unfal- 
lering  step,  in  the  f  ice  of  those  murderous  discharges  of  canister  and 
musketry.  General  Hood  and  Colonel  Law,  at  the  heads  of  their  re- 
spective brigades,  rushed  to  the  charge  with  a  yell.  Moving  down  a 
precipitous  ravine,  leaping  ditch  anil  stream,  clambering  up  a  difficult 
ascent,  and  exposed  to  an  incessant  and  deadly  fire  from  the  entrench- 
mentSj  these  brave  and  determined  men  pressed  forward,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  well  selected  and  fortified  position. 

lu  this  charge,  in  which  upwards  of  a  thousand  men  fell,  killed  and 
wounded,  before  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  in  which  fourteen  pieces 
of  artillery  and  nearly  a  regiment  were  captured,  the  fourth  Texas, 
under  the  lead  of  General  Hood,  was  the  first  to  pierce  these  strong- 
holds and  seize  the  guns.  Although  swept  from  their  defences  by 
this  rapid  and  almost  matchless  display  of  daring  and  desperate  valor, 
the  well  disciplined  Federals  continued,  in  retreat,  to  fight  with  stub- 
born resistance.  Apprehensive,  from  their  superior  numbers  and 
sullen  obstinacy,  that  the  enemy  might  again  rally.  General  Whiting 
called  upon  General  Longstreet  for  reinforcements,  lie  promptly 
sen",  forward  General  R.  H.  Anderson's  brigade,  which  came  in  gallant 
style  to  bis  support,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  plateau. 

The  shouts  of  triumph  which  rose  from  our  brave  men  as  they, 
unaided  by  artillery,  had  stormed  this  citadel  of  their  strength,  were 
•promptly  carried  from  lin^e  to  line,  and  the  triumphant  issue  of  this 
assault,  with  the  Avell  directed  fire  of  the  batteries,  and  successful 
charges  of  Ilill  and  Winder  upon  the  enemy's  right,  determined  the 
fortunes  of  the  day.  The  Federals,  routed  at  every  point,  and  aided 
by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  escaped  across  the  Chickahominy. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  action  the  artillery  could  not  be 
effectively  used.  At  an  advanced  stage  of  it.  Major  Polham,  of 
Stuart's  horse  artillery,  boldly  dashed  forward  and  opened  on  the 
Federal  batteries  posted  on  the  left  of  our  infantry.  Reinforced  by 
the  guns  of  Brockenbrough,  Carriugton  and  Courtnay,  of  my  com- 
mand^ our  artillery  now  numbered  about  thirty  pieces.  Their  firq 
was  well  directed  and  effective,  and  contrilfuted  to  the  successful  issu^ 
o£-the  engagement. 

On  the  following  day,  28th,  General  Ewell,  preceded  by  a  cavalry 
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force,  advanced  do\vn  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  to  Dispatch 
Station,  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroad  track. 

On  the  29th,  he  moved  his  division  to  the  vicinity  of  Bottom's 
Bridge,  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  at  that  point;  but,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  Avas  ordered  to  return  to  co-operate  Avith  the  movements 
.  of  the  corpa. 

The  2Sth  i.nd  29th  uere  occupied  in  disposing  of  the  dead  and 
tvouuded,  and  repairing  Grape  Vine  bridge,  over  the  Chickahominy, 
which  McGlellan's  forces  had  used  in  their  retreat,  and  destroyed  in 
their  rear.  Puring  the  night  of  the  29th  we  commenced  crossing  the 
Cliickahominv,  and,  on  the  following  day,  arrived  at  Savage  Station,  on 
the  Klchmorid  and  York  River  railroad,  wherp  a  sum^mer  hospital,  re- 
markable for  the  extent  and  convenience  of  its  accommodations,  fell 
into  our  possession.  In  it  were  about  twenty-five  hundred  sick  and 
wounded,  besides  some  five  hundred  persons  having  charge  of  the 
patients.  ^lany  other  evidences  of  the  hurried  and  disordered  llight 
of  the  enemy  were  now  visible  ;  blankets,  clothing  and  other  supplies, 
had  been  recklessly  abandoned.  General  D.  H.  Hill,  who  had  the 
advance,  gathered  up,  probably,  a  thousand  stragglers,  and  so  many 
small  arms  that  it  became  necessary  to  detach  two  regiments  to.  take 
charge  of  them,  and  to  see  to  the  security  of  the  prisoners. 

About  noon  we  reached  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  here  the  enemy 
made  a  determined  effort  to  retard  our  advance,  and  thereby  to*  pre- 
vent an  immediate  juction  between  General  Longstrcet  and  myself. 
We  found  the  bridge  destroyed,  and  the  ordinary  place  of  crossing 
commanded  by  their  batteries  on  the  opposite  aide,  and  til  approach 
to  it  barred  by  detachments  of  sharpshooters  concealed  in  a  dense 
wood  close  by.  A  battery  of  twenty- eight  guns  from  Hill's  and 
Vf  hiting's  artillery  was  placed  by  Colonel  S.  Crutchfield,  in  a  favora- 
ble position  for  driving  oiT  or  silencing  the  opposing  artillery. 

About  two,  P.  M.,  it  opened  suddenly  upon  the  enemy.  Ho  fired 
a  few  shots  in  reply  and  then  withdrew  from  that  position,  abandoning 
part  of  his  artillery.  Captain  Wooding  was  immediately  ordered  near 
the  bridge  to  shell  the  sharpshooters  from  the  woods,  which  was  ac- 
complished, and  Munford's  cavalry  crossed  the  creek,  but  was  soon 
compelled  to  retire. ,  It  was  soon  seen  that  the  enejny  occupied  such 
a  position  beyond  a  thick  intervening  wood  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
as  enabled  him  to  command  the  crossing.  Captain  Wooding's  battery 
was  consequently  recaljed,  and  our  batteries  turned  in  the  new  direc- 
tion. The  fire  so  opened  on  both  sjdes,  was  kept  up  until  dark.  We 
bivouacked  that  night  near  the  swamp. 

A  heavy  connonading  in  front  announced  the  engagement  of  Gen- 
eral Longstrcet  at  Frazicr's  farm,  and  made  me  eager  to  press  forward  ; 
but  the  marshy  character  of  the  soil,  the  destruction  of  the  bridge 
over  the  marsh  and  creek,  and  the  strong  position  of  the  enemy  for 
defending  the  passage,  prevented  my  advanoing  until  the  following 
morning.  During  the  night  the  Federals  retired,  the  bridge  was 
rapidly  re{)aircd  by  Vv'hiting's  division,  which  soon  after  crossed  over 
and  continued  the  pursuit,  in  which  it  was  followed  by  the  remainder 
-of  my  corps.     At  White  Oak,  we  captured  a  portion  of  the  enemy's 
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artillery,  and  also  found  another  hospital  with   about  three  hunckcd 
and  fifty  sick  and  -svounded,  which  fell  into  our  hiin<is. 

Upon  reaching  Frasiier's  farm,  I  found  General  Loagstveet^s  ad- 
vswnce  near  tho  road.  The  commanding  Crcncral  aoon  after  arrived, 
and,  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions,  I  continued  to  press  forward.  The 
.head  of  my  advancing  column  was  soon  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who, 
nevettheless,  continued  to  fall  back  until  he  reached  Malvern  Hill, 
which  strong  position  he  held  in  f)rce..  General  Whiting  wa^dircctcd 
to  move  to  the  left  and  take  position  on  the  foindexter  farm.  General 
D.  H.  Hill  to  take  position  further  to  the  right,  Taylor's  brigade,  of 
General  EwelTs  division,  to  move  forward  between  the  divisions  of 
Hill  and  Whiting,  the  remainder  of  EweiPs  division  to  remain  in  rear 
of  the  first  line.  Jackson's  division  was  halted  near  Willis'  church, 
fn  the  wood  and  held  in  reserve. 

'General  D.  H.  Hill  pursued  the  route  indicated, '  crossing  an  open 
field  and  creek.  His  troops  were  then  brought  in  full  range  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  suffered  severely.  Brigadier  General  Anderson 
was  wounded  and  carried  from  the  field.  The  division  was  halted 
under  the  cover  of  a  wood,  which  aiforJed  an  opportunity  for  a  more 
particular  examination  of  the  ground  in  front.  The  enemy,  in  large 
force,  were  found  ttrongly  posted  on  a  coin'.nanding  hill,  all  the  ap- 
proaches to  which,  in  the  direction  of  my  position,  could  be  swept  by 
his  artillery,  and  were  guarded  by  infantry.  The  nearest  batteries 
could  only  be  approached  by  tiaversing  an  open  space  of  three  or  four 
hundred  yards,  exposed  to  the  murderous  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry. 
The  commanding  General  had  issued  an  order  that,  at  a  given  signal,' 
there  should  be  a  general  advatsce  of  the  whole  line.  General  D.  H. 
Hill,  hearing  what  he  believed  to  be  the  signal,  with, great  gallantry 
pressed  forward  and  engaged  the  enemy.  ISot  supported  by  a  general 
advance,  as  he  had  anticipated,  he  soon  saw  it  vfuM  impossible,  with- 
out support,  to  sustain  himself  long  against  such  overwhelming  num- 
bers. He  accordingly  sent  to  me  for  reinforcements.  I  ordered  that 
portion  of  Generrfl  EwelTs  division  held  in  reserve,  and  Jackson's 
division,  to  his  relief;  but,  from  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  ob- 
structions caused  by  the  swamp  and  undergrowth  thr-ough  which  they 
had  to  march,  none  reached  him  in  time  to  afford  him  the  desired  sup- 
port. 

General  Hill,  after  sulll'ring  a  heavy  loss,  and  inflicting  a  severe 
one  upon  the  enemy,  withdrew  from  the  open  fidd.  In  the  meantime 
the  reinforcements  ordered,  after  struggling  with  the  difficulties  of 
their  route,  and  e.xpo.-^ed  to  the  shelling  of  the  enemy,  which  was  con- 
tinued until  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  came  up  too  late  to  participate 
in  the  engagement  that  evening.  On  my  leil.  General  Whiting  moved 
his  division,  as  directed,  to  a  field  on  .the  Poindexter  farm. 

ijitteries  were  ordered  up.  The  position  of  the  enemy,  as  already 
shown,  naturally  commanding,  was  materially  strengthened  by  the 
judnflous  distribution  of  his  artillery.  The  first  battery  placed  ia 
position,  finding  itself -e.Kposed  to  the  superior  cross-fire  of  the  ene- 
my, was  compelled  to  retire,  with  loss.  Balthis's,  Poague's  and  Car- 
penter's batteries  held  their  positions  and  fought  well.     The  position 
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ocoupiod  by  the  artillery  remlering  infantry  support  necessary. 
Whiting  formerl  his  line  accordingly,  and  supported  by  Trimble's 
brigade  on  his  left,  and  by  the  third  brigade  of  Jackson's  division,  as 
a  reserve,  was  directed  to  remain  there  until  further  orders.  SoMie 
of  tliese  batteries  were  well  served^  and  effectually  drove  back,  at  on© 
time,  an  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  my  centre.  Toward  night. 
Whiting  received  orders  to  send  General  Trimble's  brigade  to  the 
support  of  General  D.  II.  IIill,  on  the  right,  which  order  was 
promptly  executed  ;  but  the  brigade  did  not  reach  its  destination  until 
after  Ilill  had  vvithdrawn  his  division  to  the  woods.  Our  troops  slept 
in  front  of  the  Federal  army  during  the  night,  expecting  a  renewal  of 
the  action.  But,  early  the  next  morning,  the  enemy  had  withdrawn 
from  the  field,  abandoning  his  dead  aod  leaving  behind  some  artillery 
and  a  number  of  snvill  arms.  .  • 

I  herewith  forward  to  you  official  reports  of  ^e  casualties  of  this 
corps,  from  which  it  will  be  seen,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, that,  m  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  on  the  27th  of  June,  there 
were  five  hundred  an<l  eighty-nine  killed,  two  thousand  six  hundred 
::nd  seventy-one  wounded,  and  twenty-four  niiasing  ;  and  at  the  en- 
gjigement  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  4th  of  July,  three  hundred  and 
peventy-?even  killed,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-six 
\vounded,  and  thirty-nine  raissing.  I  regret,  that  I  have  not  before 
uie  the  diita  by  which  to  ascertain  with  absolute  precision  the  losses 
sustained  respectively  at  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  or  of  dis- 
tinguishing, throughout  the  entire  corps,  the  number  of  oflicers  killed 
and  wounded  from  the  enlisted  men.  But  Brigadier  Generals  Gar- 
land and  Anderson,  both  since  killed,  having  omitted  in  their  reports 
to  state  the  separate  losses  of  their  brigades  in  these  two  actions,  and 
Brigadier  Generals  Rodes,  Colquitt  and  Ripley  having  omitted  to 
classify  their  losses  as  between  cfficers  and  n^en,  I  have,  so  far  a§  it 
relates  to  the  two  first  named  brigades,  apportioned  the  aggregate  of 
the  reported  losses  between  Cold  Harbor  and  Majvern  Hill,  according 
to  a  protjable  estimate  of  the  fact,  and  omitted  any  statements  of  the 
loss  of  officers  as  distinguished  from  men  in  that  division.  In  the 
three  remaining  divisions — Ewell's,  Whiting's  and  Jackson's — the 
returns  show  a  loss  at  Cold  Harbor  of  thirty  officers  killed  and  ninety- 
nine  wounded  ;  of  enlisted  men,  three  hundred  and  five  killed,  and 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  wounded;  and  at  Malvern 
Hill,  three  officers  killed  and  nineteen  wounded.  The  principal  loss 
suBtained  by  mv  command  at  Malvern  Hill,  fell  upon  the  division  of 
Major  GenerafD.  H.  ilill. 

On  the  2n«l  of  July,  by  order  of  the  commanding  General,  my 
corps  (with  the  exception  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division, 
which  remained,  near  Malvern  Hill)  was  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Harrison's  landing,  to  which  point  the  Federals  had  retreated,  under 
the  shelter  of  their  gunboats  in  the  James  river.  On  the  morning 
of  the  3rd,  my  command  arrived  near  the  landing  and  drove  iA  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  and  continued  in  front  of  the  enemy  until  the 
yth,  when  I  was  directed  to  withdraw  my  troops  and  march  to  tii» 
vicinity  of  Richmond. 
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For  further  information  respecting  tlie  eng.igements   and  officera 

■who  were  distinguished  in  them,  I  respectfully  call   attention  to   the 

accompanying  reports  of  division  and  other  commanders.     The  con- 

•duct  of  officers  and  men  was   worthy  of  the   great   cause  for   which 

they  were  contending. 

The  wounded  received  the  special  attention  of  my  medical  director, 
Dr.  Hunter  IMcGuire. 

For  the  efficiency  with  which  the  members  of  my  staff  discharged 
their  duties,  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  Colonel  L.  Crutchfield, 
chief  of  artillery  ;  Colonel  A.  Sraead,  inspector  general  ;  Major  R. 
L.  Dabney,  assistant  adjutant  general  ;  Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton, 
aspit^tant  adjutant  general ;  Oaptain  J.  II.  Bosweil,  chief  engineer ; 
Lieutenant  H.  K.  Douglass,  assistant  inspector  general. 

Colonel  A.  11.  Boteler  and  Colonel  William  L.  Jackson,  volunteer 
aids,  and  Major  Jasper  L.  Whiting,  assistant  adjutant  general,  who 
was  temporarily  on  my  staff,  rendered  valuable  services. 

Tlie  ordnance  department  received  the  special  attention  of  Major 
G.  II.  Brier.  The  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  were 
well  managed  by  their  respective  chiefs,  Major  J.  A  llarman  and 
Major  W.  J.  Hawks. 

Undying  gratitude  is  due  to  God  for  this   great  victory — by  which 
despondency  increased  in  the   North,  hope   brightened   in   the  South, 
and  the  capital  of  Virginia  and  of  the  Confederacy  was  saved. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
*  Lieutenant   General. 


GENERAL   EWELL'S    REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

Hkadquarters  Third  Division,  near  Somerset,  Va.,  ) 

August  4,  18G2,      \ 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutotnt  General^  Valley  District : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movement  of  my  division  in  the  recent  op<3ration8  before  Richmond: 

The"  march  from  Ashland,  and  the  movements  preliminary  to  the 
fight  at  Gaines'  Mill  were  all  made  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  Major  General  commanding,  I  need  only  mention  that  in  the 
ekirmi-h  at  Hundley -corner,  Thursday  evening,  the  first  Maryland 
and  thirteenth  Virginia,  and  in  that  on  the  next  day,  the  thirteenth 
Virginia  and  sixth  Louisiana,  were  the  regiments  engaged.  ' 

On  Friday,  having  formed  line  along  the  edge  of  a  wood,  I  was 
ordered  to  throw  skirmishers  across  a  field  on  ,my  ?i<rht,  into  a  wood; 
Bome  four  hundred  yards  dist:ir.t,  in  ^v'^ll^•l>  the  eufiiiy  were  under- 
stood to  be  posted,  and  to  follow  them  with  my  main  body.  The 
skiribishera  passed  through  the  woods  withnat  becoming  engaged;  but 
before  the  division  reached  it,  ord  ms  oii.ie  t.o  turn  more  to  the  left, 
as  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  that  direction.  Before  arriving  at  the 
field  of  battle,  I  was  met  by  Colonel  Taylor,  of  General  Lee's  staff, 
sent  to  bring  up  reinforcements,  ;m<l  received  directions  for  the  march 
of  my  division.  On  nearing  the  battle  ground,  I  ordered  the  fourth 
brigade.  General  Elzey,  into  the  woods,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  pass- 
ing from  Gaines'  house  to  JMcGees',  and  as  my  other  two  brigades 
were  not  up  yet,  I  took  advantage  of  the  interval  to  report  to  General 
Lee,  who  ordered  me  to  hurry  up  my  division  as  iiipnWy  !^s  possible, 
indicating  where  it  was  to  tal<e  part  in  action.  I  accoidingly  ordered 
the  seventh  brigade.  General  Trirnbie,  and  the.  eighth  brigade.  Colonel 
Seymour,  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and,  by  General 
Lee's  directions,  sent  back  Captain  G  C.  Brown,  A.  A  G.,  to  bring 
up  the  divisions  of  Generals  Jack-jtni  and  Whiting,  and  Lawton's 
brigade.  Having  crossed  the  branch,  and  commenced  the  ascent  of 
the  hill,  ray  division  soon  became  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
The  density  of  the  woods  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  were  such  as 
to  prevent  any  extended  view,  and  this  f;ict,  together  with  the  irii- 
portance  of  holding  the  position  occupied  by  the  Louisiana  brigade 
and  that  portion  of  Trimble's  v*hich  was  on  my  left,  now  severely 
pressed  by  the  enemy,  made  it  necessary  to  confine  my  exertions 
mainly  to  that  locality.  These  troops  wore  attacked  in  front  and 
flank- by  supefior  numbers,  and  were  for  hours  without  reinforcements. 
The  Tiouisiana  brigade  having  sustained  a  very  severe  loss  in  field 
officers,  besides  suffering  in  rank  and  file,  was  driven  off  the  field,  but 
the  line  was  held  by  part  of  Trimble's  brigade,  consisting  of  a  portion 
of  the  fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Trentler, 
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Colonel  Cantey,  with  tlie  balance,  having  accidentally  becomo  sep- 
arated from  the  regiment,  and  the  twenty-first  Georgia  regiment,' 
under  Major  Hooper.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of 
these 'troops,  which  were  immediately  under  my  observation.  They 
were  oppo:^ed  to  constantly  renewed  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  held 
their  ground  against  vastly  superior  numbers,  advantogeously  posted, 
after  the  trooi)S  immediately  to  their  right  had  fallen  back,  gaining 
ground  slowly  against  large  odds.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Trentler,  of 
the  fifteenth  Alabama,  displayed  the  most  indomitable  bravery,  en- 
couraging and  keeping  his  men  in  place,  when,  in  many  instances, 
their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  their  pieces  had  become  too'hot 
to  load,  and  at  a  time  when  there  were  no  troops  in  supporting  dis- 
tance, and  the  abandonment  of  his  position  might  have  been  attended 
with  disastrous  results.  I  was  also  partscul.irly  struck  by  the  gal- 
lantry of  private  Frank  Champier,  company  F,  fifteenth  Alabama, 
who,  on  horseback,  was  very  conspicuous  in  rallying  and  encouraging 
the  troops — those  he  was  ordering  taking  him  for  an  officer  of  rank. 
Amogst  the  many  officers  who  a'ttracted  attention  by  their  gallant 
bearing,  I  would  enumerate  Major  Ijawthen  ;  Captain  Tragan,  of 
company  B;  Second  Lieutenant  Bruer,  company  G ;  Brevet  Second 
Lieutenant  Bethune,  company  K  ;  first  Alabama  regiment.  General 
Trimble  also  furnishes  the  names  of  the  following' officers  as  having 
shown  conspicuous  bravery.  Major  T.  W.  Hooper,  wounded;  Gap- 
tain  J.  B.  Akridge,  company  K;,  Captain  James  C.  Nisbet,  company 
II';  Fir:t  Lieutenant  W.  J  Warren,  company  I ;  First  Lieutenant  M. 
T.  Ci'.stlebcrry,  company  C;  Second  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Patrick,  com- 
pany K,  twenty-first  Georgia  regiment ;  and  Captains  P.  V.  Guery, 
company  C,  fifteenth  Alabama;  and  James  W.  Brown,  company  A, 
fixtcentU  Mis.sissippi,  who  were  shot  dead  while  leading  their  com- 
panies in  a  charge.  During  the  late  campaign  in  the  Valley,  Captain 
Brown's  company  was  detached  as  scouts,  and  he  rendered  very 
eftVclive  service  in  this  capacity,  giving  much  valuable  information, 
and  proving  himself  a  most  capable  and  brave  officer. 

Captain  Cantey,  fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,.accidentally  separated 
from  his  regiment  in  the  confusion,  succeeded,  with  the  assistance  of 
Captain  G.  C.  Brown,  A.  A.  G.,  just  returned  from  carrying  orders, 
in  rallying  a-number  of  fugitives,  whom  he  lead  again  into  action. 
The  fifth  Texas  regiment,  of  Hood's  brigade,  and  a  portion  of  the 
.Hampton  legion,  first  came  to  my  assistance,  and  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vice in  keeping,  back  the  enemy  until  the  arrival  of  General  Lawton 
enabled  our  forces^to  take  the  initiative.  General  Lawton,  after  as- 
sisting in  clearing'^the  front,  wheeled  part  of  his  brigade  to  the  right, 
attacking  the  enemy  in  flank,  thus  opening  the  vay  to  the  remainder 
of  General  Trimble's  brigade,  wliicdi  was  on  my  right,  and  which  ad- 
vanced to  the  field  beyon«l  the  woods.  The  small  body  of  troops  with 
me  had  held  their  ground  for  two  hours  or  more,  alone,  when  the  re- 
inforcements already  mentioned,  came  up,  and  they,  having  exhausted 
all  th<'ir  own  ammunition,  and  in  many  cases  that  of  the  dead  and 
wouTided,  and  having  been  closely  engaged  for  more  than  four  hours, 
the  most  of  them  were  withdrawn  from  the  field  about  dusk.     I  re- 
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mHined  on  the  field  mysslf,  until  after  dark,  in  order  that  tlio  troops 
which  came  up  later  in  the  day  might  profit  by  what  I  had  learned  of 
the  ground,  and  the  position  of  the  enemy.  I  found  the  thirteenth 
Georgia  regiment,  Colonel  Dougla^  temporarily  separated  from  the 
test  of  L'.nvton's  brigade  on  its  left,  but  in'SBtead  of  waiting  for  orders, 
gallantly  and  successfully  advanjjcd  again&t  the  enemy,  though  he 
wns  strongly  posted,  until  assurances  that  those  in  front  were  friends, 
caused  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  men,  and  made  it  advisable  to  hah 
there  under  cover  until  the  movements  of  the  fifth  Texas  and  the  bal- 
ance of  Lawion's  brigade  was  certain  to  dislodge  the  enemy. 

On  Saturday,  under  orders  from  General  Jackson,  I  advanced,  pre- 
cecded  by  a  cavalry  force,  down  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy, 
to  Dispatch  Station,  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroail  track. 
The  station  and  stores  had  unfortunately  been  burnt  by  the  cavalrj 
advance  guard  before  my  arrival. 

About  noon,  on  Sunday,  I  was  ordered  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
crossing  Bottom's  Bridge,  and  took  position  accordingly,  until  six,  P. 
.     M.,  when  I  received  orders  to  return   to   Grapevine  Bridgf,  and  fol- 
low General  Jackson's  division. 

Tuesday  morning,  on  the  march,  I  war*  joined  by  General  Early, 
(ordered  to  my  division,)  who  took  command  of  the  fourth  brigade,- 
General  Elzey  having  been  dangerously  wounded  at  Coll  Harbor. 
At  this  time.  General  Early '  was  so  disabled  from  the  effects  of  a 
wound  received  at  Williamsburg,  as  to  be  unable  to  mount  his  horse 
without  assistance. 

At  Malvern  Hill,  my  division  was  in  reserve.  -General  Trimble 
being  posted  in  rear  of  General  Whiting's  left;  Colonel  Stafford,  with 
the  liouisiana  brigade,  on  the  right  of  General  Whiting's  line,  and 
General  Early  in  rear  of  Colonel  Stafford.  About  dark,  General 
Eaily  was  ordered  to  the  right  to  support  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and 
was  exposed  on  his  march,  and  on  his  arrival,  to  a  heavy  artillery 
fire.  When  morning  came  his  troops  were  the  only  ones  on  that  part 
of  the  field.  Colonel  Stafford's  brigade  was  detached  from  my  com- 
mand, and  consequently  I  can  give  no  account  of  his  movements.  I 
refer  you  to  his  report,  herewith  forwarded. 

At  Westover,  on  Friday  following,  my  division  was  placed  in  front, 
and  advanced  until  our  skirmisners  became  engaged  with  thos3  of  the 
enemy,  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  Generals  Early  and  Trimble,  Colonel 
Walker  and  Colonel  Stafford.  General  Trimble  furnishes  the  diagram. 
On  a  comparison  of  his  report  with  mine,  some  discrepancies  will  be 
observed,  which  can  in  part  be  accounted  for  by  the  lapse  of  time, 
and  the  confusion  of  describing  movements  over  ground  not  examined 
by  us  together.  The  report  of  Colonel  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  com- 
manding Maryland  line,  is  also  appended,  as  are  detailed  lists  of  the 
killed  and  wounded,  showing  an  aggregate  loss  of  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-seven. 

My   staff  at  Gaines'  Mill  or  Cold  Harbor,  consisted   of  Lieueten- 
^  ant  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  Adjutant  General's  Department ;  Acting  In- 
spector General,  Major  James  Barbour,  and  Captain  G.    C.   Brown, 
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A.  A.  General's  Department,  and  Lieutenant  Hugh  M.  Nelson,  A. 
D.  C,  who  was  slightly  wounded.  At  Malvern  Hill,  the  same,  with 
the  addition  of  Lieutenant  T.  T.  Turner,  A.  D.  C.  Major  B.  M. 
Greene,  division   ( •.    S.,  was  also  with    mc  on  the  field  on  both  occa- 

PiODS. 

Respectfully,  • 

R.  S.  P:WELL,r 

•Bfis[adicr  Ckneral. 


us 


LIST  OF  KILLED,  WOUNDED  AND  MISSING  in  the  Third 
Division,  Army  Vallty  District,  in  the  batiks  of  Cold  Harbor, 
[Gaines"  Mill,)  June  27ih,  and  Malvern  Hill,  July   \st,    1862. 

:^OUUTH  BRIGADE,  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  A.  ELZEY. 

Battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  (Gaines'  Mill,)  June  27tu. 


Killed. 

WonSDED. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Cl'MMM«D. 

2, 

o 

e 
o 

o 

3 
S 

j;  £ 

O 

2  « 

o 

12 
1 
4 
5 
1 

i 

31 

Si 

c  > 

o- 

9) 

18 
12 

47 

(i 

« 
o 
a 

Thirtpei  ih    Vii'j;ini;i 

4 

1 

2 

23 

i 

4 
8 

7G 

Ill 

Twenty  liftli  \'in;iula  



2 
5 
1 

C 

1 

16 
It 
24 
oO 
0 

2 

02 

Forty- fourth  Viiuiiii.i ..■ 

17' 

2!) 

Fifty  ci^h ill   Vifijinii 

Twi'iri,li  Georiiiii 

1 



2 

£.4 
7 

Total 

8 

38 

23 

172 

212 

243 

Battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July   1st,    1862. 


■ 
Killed. 

"WOUSDSD. 

Missing. 

To 

■AL. 

COMMANB. 

1 
0 

5  -i 

a 
0 

1 

Or:, 

.  c 

1<  '= 

0 

Tiiirtocii'.h  Viri.'i.n'ii . 

Twc'.uv-iir.'i  Viri^inia      

1 

1 

7 
3 
3 

■■"2" 

1 

S 
3 
3 
.     1 
4 

"11' 
33 

9 

Thirtv-fli-si  yinjiiiiii 

1 

1 



1 
1 

i" 
1 

<i 

Forty-fijiutli  V  ruinia 

1 

1 

1' 

4 
1 

Fifty  I'iiili ill   Viiginia 

1 

Twt-mb  Gi'orgia 

1 

4 

1 

13 

10 

Tot  ill  

1 

4 

28 

1 

6 

»i 

Total  in  both  Battles. 


Killkh 

WOUND>D. 

MiSSIXG 

.Total. 

s 

0 

0 

,    c 

0 

N.  C.  OfBcers 
and  Privates. 

'I 
0 

c 

-< 

a 
a 

9 

■i2 

27 

200 

3 

36 

245 

2S1 
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LIST  OF  KILLED,  WOUNDED  AND  M2DSING  in  the  Eighth 
Brigade^.  Third  Division,  Army  Valley  District,  in  the  battles  of 
Cold  Harbor,  {Gaines'  Mill,)  Friday,  June  27th,  and  Malvern  Hill, 
Jrly   1st,   1862. 

EIGHTH  BRIGADE,  COL.  J.  E;  SEYMOUR,  COMMANDING 

Battle  of  Cold  Harbor. 


KlL 

LBD. 

Won 

■«DBD. 

Missing. 

Total 

i  4) 
hi 

o 

1^ 
o 

S 
o 

IB 

S 

o 

1«  « 

H 
H 

O 
H 

o 
o 

1 

7 
0 
6 
4 

i 

2 
1 

;57 
:;2 
no 

lo 
IG  . 

44 
3S 
42 
19 
19 
1 

47 
41 
44 

1 

19 
'/2 

ThirleoTith  Special  Baitalioii 

"• 

1 

Total 

5 

27 

6 

^r;c 

11 

163 

174 

Battlk  of  Malvern  Hill, 


■  - 

Killed. 

WOnNDED. 

.•  Missing. 

Total. 

C0>IJ*ND.                              ' 

c 

1  i^ 

Cm 

1  o^ 

1 

o 

/ 
o 

a 
o 

!i5  ^ 

K 

H 
« 
o 

1 
1 

!       7 
6 
7 

1 

2 

27 
18 
32 
10 
2 
.2 

.•5 

1 

."54 
24 

r!9 

10 
2 

37 
27 
40 

Ninth  Loin8i;»nft  

■ 

10 

1 

2 

Carrinj/ ton's  Bnttery 



2 

Total 

4 

1     20 

3 

91 

i 

7 

J" 

118 

Total  in  both  Engagkment.s. 


Killed. 

WOORDKO 

Mis 

SING. 

TOTA 

L 

£  • 

Ss 

« 

S«i 

»s 

II 

et 

|2 

H 

w 

O - 

• 

oc 

■> 

'^'f 

CO* 

O'E 

O 

.Ph 

.C4 

o 

.0. 

« 

.a<  . 

o 

Orf 

o 

O-o 

•  e 

^•o 

Ot3 

o 

!S 

s 

._•  0 

•-.•3 

._•  " 

o 

O 

!zi- 

o 

fc« 

o 

o 

^=: 

tj 

9 

47 

9 

227 

IS 

274 

292 
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LIST  OF  KILLED  WOUNDED  AND  MISSING  in  the  Seventh 
Brigade,  Third  IJivisio7i,  Army  Valley  District,  in  the  battles  before 
Richmond,  June  27th,  and  July  \st,  1862  : 

SEVENTU  BRIGADE,  BRIG.  GENERAL  J.  R.  TRIMBLE. 


COMMAKD. 


Killed. 


B  \t<- 

T»Tfl 
'j  Wl'l 

Kiri<; 


■n'h  AlnbiwriH, 

,•11 1 h  MiB^'i88  ppi, 

ly.HrtI  Gfornia 

ly-tin-t   North  Oarolir.ii, 

H  1  I'll  Koil.)  Ciuolinii  S.  a.,... 


Total,. 


AVOUKDBB 

Missiso. 

Total. 

1 

< 

II 

IB 

IB 

a: 

"■f^ 

£ 

=^" 

u 

ox 

o 

:j 

o 

o 

o 

c! 

■n 

e 

ri 

a 

■c 

O 

^S 

o 

fc§ 

o 

^h5 

4 

HI 
44 

• 

6 
8 

144 
77 

7 

19 

5 

7ft 

11 

e, 

105 

3 

26 

15 

3 

42 

1 

4 

4 

1 

8 

20 

200 

49 

24 

376    1 

150 
85 

111 
4S 
9 

400 


LIST  OF  KILLED,  WOUNDED  AND  MISSING,  Maryland  Line, 
ifi  the  battles  of  June  21  tu,  arid  July  1st,  1862  : 


Killed. 

WonNDBD. 

MlBSlNO. 

Total. 

COMMiKD. 

f 

o 

^ 

£ 

«' 

CD 

g 

a 

O 

S 

.t 

a 

> 

m 

k 

f 

o 

o 

f-i 

Ph 

o 

Oi 

o 

c- 

<< 

1 

6 

8 

1 

8 

Julj  1, 

H'li^t  Bali'n  Linht  Artillery, 

1 

! 

1 
1 

1 

X 

1 

— 

3 

8 

11  • 

11 

CONSOLIDATED  RETORT  OF  THE  CASUALTIES  in  the 
Third  Division,  Army  Valley  District,  Major  General  R.  S.  Ewell, 
commanding,  in  the  actions  mar  Richmond,  June  21th  to  July  \st, 
1862: 


RiLLBD. 

WODNDID. 

MiSSINO. 

Total. 

1        - 

o 

1 
O 

1        - 

m 

m 
o 

IB 

£ 

o 

1 

IB 

-< 
o 
1*. 
a 
o 
o 
<i 

23 

109 

5S 

695 

62 

81 

906 

9S7     , 

Official : 

G.  CAMPBELL  BROWN, 

A.  A.   General. 


GENERAL  HUGER'S   REPORT  OF   OPERATIONS  AROUND 

RICHMOND. 


Falling  Creek,  Chcsterjield  County,  July 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commcndivg  Army  Northern  Virginia  : 


IVISION,         ) 

21,  1862.  5 


General:  I  submit,  herewith,  the  reports  of  different  conimauilers 
in  this  division,  showiag  the  part  taken  by  the  troops  under  their 
command,  in  the  battles  near  Richmond,  between  the  25th  June  and 
the  1st  of  July,  1SG2: 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  my  division  was 
posted  in  the  advance,  opposite  that  position  of  the  enemy  from 
which  our  troops  retired  pn  the  morning  of  June  2d.  Our  line  ex- 
tended from  the  York  River  railroad  across  the  Williamsburg  road, 
to  and  beyond  the  Charles  City  road.  Maj.  General  Longstroet,  com- 
manding right  wing,  furnit^hed  additional  brigades  to  assist  in  per- 
forming the  arduous  picket  duty,  and  placed  all  the  troops  of  his 
command  at  ray  disposal,  for  supports  in  case  of  need.  I  continually 
pushed  the  pickets  up  to  the  enemy's  Avorks,  and  offered  them  battle 
daily,  always  shooting  or  capturing  every  individual  we  could.  The 
enemy  made  no  advance  upon  us,  and  seemed  to  be  occupie  1  in 
strengthening  and  enlarging  his  fortifications,  and  clearing  away  the- 
woods  near  them,  until  the  I  Sth  June,  when  he  advanced  and  drove 
xi  some  of  our  pickets.  The  fifty-third  Virginia  regiment,  on  picket 
duty  that  day,  were  driven  in  on  part  of -the  line.  Cylonel  Wright 
came  to  their  assistance,  w^ith  his  regiment,  the  third  Georgia,  and 
drove  the  enemy  back.  In  the  course  of  the  next  day  or  two,  we 
found  and  buried  twenty-nine  bodies  of  the  enemy,  who  were  killed 
in  this  skirmish,  eleven  prisoners  also  being  captured,  from  which  we 
may  suppose  their  loss  was  severe.  The  fifty-third  Virginia  had 
seven  wounded.  The  third  Georgia  had  five  killed  and  two  wounded. 
I  consider  that  the  enemy  was  severely  punished  for  their  attempt. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2oth  of  June,  the  brigade  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Ransom  (six  regiments  of  North  Carolina  troops)  joined  me,  by 
your  order,  and  were  placed  in  rear  of  our  line,  as  a  support.  The 
picket  line,  which  extended  through  the  '.voods,  close  up  to  the  en- 
■  emy's  works,  consisted  of  the  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  Colonel  Doles, 
on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  the  ninth  Virginia  regi- 
ment, fifth  Virginia  battalion  and  fifty-third  Virginia  regiment,  of 
Qeneral  Armistead's  brigade,  between  the  Williamsburg  road  and  the 
railroad.  At  daylight,  the  enemy  made  a  severe  attack  on  our  picket 
line,  which  was  reinforced  by  Generals  Armistead  and  Wright,  bring- 
ing up  their  regiments  from  our  entrenchments,  and  by  the  regiments 
of    General    Ransom's   brigade,  which   had  ju=t   arrived,  and   were 
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promptly  brought  up  by  bim  as  supports.  One  of  the  latter  regi- 
ments, the  twenty- third  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Rutledge,  was  pushed 
to  the  left  of  the  AVilliamsburg  road,  where  the  enemy  had  advanced, 
and  drove  them  back  in  gallant  style,  .holding  our  original  line  of 
pickets.  General  Armistead's  troops,  pushing  back  the  enemy,  re- 
sumed our  line  of  pickets  from  Colonel  Rutledge's  left  to  the  railroad. 
General  Wright  brought  forward  the  first  Louisiana  regiment  and  the 
twenty-second  Georgia  to  the  support  of  the  fourth  Georgia,  and  drove 
the  enemy  back,  in  doing  which,  our  I033  .was  considerable,  especially 
in  the  first  Louisiana  regiment,  as  shown  by  the  list  of  casualties  here- 
with appended.  •  Our  pickets  were  relieved  by  regiments  of  General 
Ransom's  biigade,  and  most  of  them,  composed  of  new  troops,  be- 
haved with  great  steadiness  and  coolness  in  this  their  first  conflict  with 
the  enemy.  Late  in  the  evening,  we  pushed  the  enemy  on  our  right  to 
recover  tlie  ground  lost  in  the  morning.  This  was  accomplished  by 
tho  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  supported  l)y  Colonel  Hill's  regiment,  of 
Ransom's  brigade,  (forty- eighth  North  Carolina.)  Brig.  Gen.  Mahono 
had  sent  Captain  Grimes'^  battery  to  a  position  near  French's  house, 
and  it  was  well  served  against  the  enemy.  He  also  moved  a  portion 
of.  his  brigade  so  as  to  pi;otect  the  right  of  General  Wright's  line. 
The  forty-ninth  Virginia,  Colonel  William  Smith,  supported  by  the 
forty-first  Virginia,  was  so  placed  as  to  fiank  the  enemy  on  their  left 
as  thev  advanced  on  Colonel  Hill.  Their  fire  assisted  arreatlv  in  re- 
pulsing  the  enemy.  I  enclose  the  reports  of  Generals  Mahone  and 
Wright.  General  Armistead's  vyhole  force  was  engaged  on  our  left, 
and  by  evening  they  had  fully  recovered  our  original  picket  line. 
General  Wright  reports  the  handsome  manner  in  .which  a  portion  of 
Captain  l-'Vank  Huger's  battery  drove  off  the  pieces  the  enemy  had 
advanced  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  with  which  he  kept  up  a 
fire  on  our  whole  line  until  driven  off  by  our  guns,  which  were  after- 
wards advanced  to  the  positio.n  held  by  the  enemy,  and  fired  into  his 
camps.  'Jhe  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  Walker  reported  to  me  on 
the  26th,  and  was  held  in  reserve  as  a  support,  but  was  next  morning, 
by  your  instructions,  sent  elsewhere.  The  troops  which  were  in  my 
rear  all  moved  off  during  the  night  of  the  25th  or  morning  of  the 
26th,  to  commence  that  scries  of  brilliant  actions,  which  began  on 
the  enemy's-  right.  My  division  alone  remained  between  the  enemy 
and  Richmond  on  this  approach.  During  the  2Gth  and  27th  and  28th 
of  June  we  pushed  forward  our  scouts  and  advanced  up  to  the  abattis 
around  the  enemy's  works,  but  found  them  in  force,  and  similar  re- 
connoissances,  made  by  Generals  Magruder  and  McLaws,  with  whom 
I  was  in  communication,  indicated  that  the  force  in  our  front  was  not 
reduced  by  the  operations  taking  place  on  our  left.  On  Saturday, 
June  28th,  the  enemy  kept  quiet,  and  we  suspected  they  were  re- 
tiring. The  pickets  Keard  wagons  moving  oif  during  that  night.  I 
ordered  the  pickets  to  advance  and  push  scouts  up  at  daylight  Sunda/ 
morning  to  give  information.  Sunday,  June  29th,  no  report 
coming  from  them,  after  sunrise,  1  rode  forward  to  .the  advanced 
pickets,  and  met  Colonel  Doles,  of  the  fourth  Georgia,  who  had  just 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  enemy  had  left,  and  a  white  flag  was 
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shown  from  the  -works.  With  a  conapahiy  of  the  fourth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, I  rode  forward  with  one  aid-de-camp  (Lieutenant  Sloan)  and 
entered  the  works.  A  few  men,  who  represented  themselves  lefb  as 
hospital  attendants,  were  the  only  persons  there.  The  tents  were 
left  standing,  cut,  and  I  was  informed  a  surgeon  was  left  with  the 
sick.  I  rode  on  and  found  him,  and  read  his  order  and  directed  him 
to  remain  with  the  sick,  and  he  would  not  be  considered  a  prisoner  of 
war.  By  this  time  all  the  regiments  on  picket  duty  had  marched  up 
to  the  Avorks.  I  rode  along  the  lines,  announced  to  them  the  enemy 
had  left,  and  we  were  ordered  to  follow  them  down  the  Charles  City 
iH)ad. 

General    Wright  had  joined  me,    and    ho    and  the   other    briga- 
diers were  ordered  to  get   teady  to  march   at   once  and  move  over  tO' 
the  Charles  City  road.      General  Mahone,  who  was  on  that  road,  was 
ordered  to  move  down  it.  General  Arraistead  to  follow  him,  Generals 
Wright  and  Ransom  to  follow. 

Soon  after  Generals  Wright  and  Ransom  got  their  brigades  in  mo- 
tion, a  message  was  received  from  General  Magruder,  at  Fair  Oak 
Station,  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  him  in  force,  and  asking 
me  to  support  him  with  two  brigades.  Ransom's  brigade  was  at  once 
recalled  and  I  marched  with  it -back  to  the  Seven  Pines.  Wright's, 
brigade  was  ordered  back. 

■  The  day  was  intensely  hot,  and  this  marching  'and  counter-raarch-- 
ing  exhausted  the  men.     T  met  General  Magruder,  who  insisted  the- 
enemy  were  advancing  in    great  force,  and   he  d;^sired  my  assistance, 
asking  me  to  form  line  of  liattle,  left  on  railroad,  and  right  at  Seven 
Pines'.'     I  had  commenced   moving  the  troops  into  position,  when  I 
saw  a  line  in  my  front,  and  inquiring  what  troops  they  were,  was  in- 
formed  it  was  McLaws'  division.      At   the  same  moment  I  received  a 
despatch   from  General    Lee,  (whom    I   left  at  my  late  headquarters,) 
saying   it  was  very  important    I    should   proceed   at   once  down  the 
Charles  City  road,  and  if  my  assistance  was  not  necessary  to  General 
Magruder,  to   move  on.     As  the  enemy  had  abandoned  their  works 
and  retired,  I  could  not  conceive  their  attack  was  a  serious  one,  but 
the   demonstration  was   only -to  delay  us,  and,  as  General    McLaws 
occupic  1  the  ground,  I  might   leave,  and  sent  a  message   to   General. 
Magruder,  that  under  my  orders,  I  had  decided  it  was  not  necTessary 
for  me   to  stay.     1  had  halted  General  Wright  near  French's  house, 
and  I  sent  him  orders  to  resume  his  march  to  the  Charles  City  road. 
General   Ransom  was  sent  off  in  the 'same  direction  at  once."     In  the 
meantime,  Mahone  and  Armistead  had  advance<i  down   the  road.     In- 
the  evening.  Ransom  and  Wright  followed.     I  reached  the  head  of  the 
column  late  in  the  afternoon,  near  Brideweirs,  (on  map,)  Mhen  our 
Uankerg,  on  the  left,  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy.     We  pushed  light 
troops  into  the  woods,  and  examined  th<i  country.      It   appeared  the 
enemj  had  not  retired  from  the  camps  on  our  left,  and* as  I  went  down 
the  road,  1  was  leaving  Kearney's  division  behind  inc.      I  was  informed  > 
there  was  a  road,  called  the  New  mad,  running  along  the  edge  of  White 
Oak   Swamp,  and  that  Kearney's  division  was  on  the  other  side  of  the- 
swr.mp.      .\  h^^.  who  had  been  over  the  swamp  on  a  message,  and 
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prisoners  captured,  gave  me  tMs  information.  I  ordered  a  battery  of 
artillery,  supported  by  the  forty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  to  protect 
the  junction  of  the  New  road  with  the  Charles  City  road,  and  directed 
lirigadier  General  Wright  to  proceed  at  daylight,  June  30th,  down 
th-9  New  road,  to  find  the  enemy,  and  guard  our  left  flank,  and  the 
m&in  body  to  proceed  down  the  Charles  City  road.  The  troops 
bivouacke'd  in  their  position,  while  it  was  dark,  and  resumed  the 
march  at  daylight.  Mahone  advanced  cautiously,  captured  many 
pri80'a<?rs,  and  killed  some  cavalry  scouts,  one  bearing  an  order  to 
Keani-ey  to  retire,  and  keep  a  strong  battery  of  artillery  with  his  rear 
guard.  After  passing  Fisher's  house,  (map,)  we  found  the  road  ob- 
structed by  trees  felled  all  across  it.  General  Mahone  found  it  best 
"o  cut  a  road  around  the  obstructions.  For  such  work  we  were 
leficient  in  tools.  The  column  was  delajed,  while  the  work  was 
"oing  on,  and  it  was  evening  before  we  got  through,  and  drove  off  the 
workmen,  who  were  still  cutting  down  other  trees.  As  we  advanced 
through  the  woods,  and  came  to  an  open  field,  on  high  ground,  (P. 
Williams,  on  map,)  a  powerful  battery  of  rifled  guns  opened  on  us. 
General  Mahone  disposed  his  troops,  and  advanced  a  battery  of  ar- 
tillery, (Moorman's,)  and  a  sharp  artill-ery  fire  was  kept  up  for  some 
time.  The  enemy's  fire  Avas  very  severe,  and  we  had  many  men 
killed  and  wounded.  (List  of  casualties  sent  herewith.)  1  went  to 
the  front  and  examined  the  position.  I  withdrew  most  of  our  guns, 
and  only  kept  up  a  moderate  fire.  On  our  left  the  White  Oak 
Swamp  approached  very  near;  the  right  appeared  to  be  good  ground*; 
and  I  determined  to  turn  the  battery  by  maving  a  column  of  infnntry 
to  my  right.  It  Avas  now  dark.  I  issued  the  following  order  for  the 
morning  :  "  Orders. — Armistead's  and  Wright's  brigades  to  move  to  the 
right ;  Mahone  to  push  pickets  forward,  and  move  on  as  soon  as  the 
road  was  clear  ;  Ransom  to  follow." 

My  headquarters,  Monday  night,  was  at  Mrs.  Fisher's.  Wright 
reported  the, camps  on  White  Oak  Swamp  abandoned.  He  went  on  to 
White  Oak  bridge,  where  he  met  General  Jackson,  who  informed  me 
ho  was  stopped  at  that  point  by  the  destruction  of  the  bridge.  Gen- 
eral Wright,  having  only  infantry,  crossed  the  swamp,  and  joined  me 
*at  Mrs.  Fisher's,  Monday  evening,  30th  of  June. 

Tuesday,  'July  Ist,  at  three,  A.  M.,  I  saw  Armistead,  with  his 
brigade,  ready  to  move,  but,  passing  through  the  woods,  the  progress 
was  slow.  As  soon  as  he  cleared  the  -road  Wright  followed.  1  now 
received  notice  from  General  L(5ngstreet  that  the  Charles  City  road 
was  clear,  and  was  much  disappointed  that  General  Mahone  had  not 
discovered  the  retreat  during  the  night.  He  informed  me  he  saw  the 
pickets  this  morning,  Avhich  was  true  ;  for,  on  advancing,  the  pickets 
gave  themselves  up  as  prisoners,  and  said  the  army  had  retired  with- 
out ordering  them  in. 

I  now  pushed  on  as  rapidily  as  I  could,  with  Ransom's  and  Ma- 
hone's  brigades.  W^e  were  delayed  by  meeting  our  troops ;  first 
Cobb's  brigade,  and  afterwards  Jackson's  troops;  and  I  had  no  one 
to  show  us  what  road  to  take.  Major  Taylor,  A.  D.  0.  to  Gen*eral 
Lee,  came  up,  and  conducted  us  to  the  front,  where  I  reported  to 
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• 
General  Lee.  I  found  Armstead's  and  Wright's  brigades  on  front 
line,  exactly  opposite  the  enemy,  who  were  posted,  in  large  force,  with 
powerful  batteries  of  artillery,  on  a  commanding  plateau,  near  Crane's 
house.  On  riding  to  the  ravine  where  these  brigades  were  posted, 
the  action  commenced  between  the  pickets.  1  had  previously,  by 
direction  of  General  Lee,  sent  Mahone's  brigade  to  support  Cobb's; 
and  as  the  action  progressed,  at  the  request  of  General -Magruder,  I 
ordered  Ransom's  brigade  to  report  to  him.  All  the  brigades  of  my 
division  were  thus  sent  into  the  battle,  and  were  engaged  in  the  attack 
on  the  enemy's  batteries.  They  were,  during  the  action,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  Magruder.  As  the  different  brigades 
of  my  division  were  sent  forward  into  the  battle  at  Malvern  Hill, 
I  was  directed  to  report  them  to  another  commander.  Though  present 
myself,  I  was  not  in  command  during  this  battle.  As  I  was  treated 
in  the  same  manner  at  Seven  Pines,  I  can  only  hope  this  course  was  • 
accidental,  and  required  by  the  necessities  of  the  service.  I,  there- 
fore, make  no  report,  and  have  to  refer  you  to  the  subordinate  reports, 
herewith  transmitted,  and  to  the  reports  of  other  commanders,  for 
details  of  the  action  of  Malvern  Hill.  After  this  battle,  as  required, 
the  division  was  occupied,  under  my  orders,  in  removing  the  wounded 
and  burying  the  dead. 

From  my  personal  staff  I  received  every  assistance ;  and  I  beg  to 
name  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  S.  AndersDn,  A.  A.  G.;  Captain  Benja- 
min Huger,  A.  A.  G.;  Lieutenants  Sloan  and  Preston,  aids-de-camp; 
•Lieutenant  AVilloughby  Anderson,  engineer,  and  Thomas  Pinckney, 
volunteer  aid-de-camp,  as  officers  who  rendered  important  service, 
and  to  whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due.  To  Surgeon  E.  N.  Word, 
medical  director,  and  Major  J.  A.  Johnston,  quartermaster,  I  beg  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  General,  for  the  prompt  care  bestowed  on  the 
wounded,  and  the  transportation  of  them  to  the  hospitals,  &c. 

I  remain,  very,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  HUGER, 
Major  General  commanding  Dividon. 


Falling  Creek,  July  21,  1862. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Cormnanding :  '  ..  . 

Gkneral;  In  forwarding  my  reports  of  the  different  engagements 
of  the  division  which  I  commanded,  I  have  to  request  of  you,  as  a  re- 
ward to  the  regiments  who  most  distinguished  themselv.es,  that  an 
order  be  given,  authorizing  the  following  regiments  to  inscribe  on 
their  bannt-rs  as  follows  : 

1.  The  third  Georgia  volunteers,  **  South  Mills." 

2.  The  first  Louisiana  volunteers,  **  King's  School-House." 

3.  The  fourth  Georgia  volunteers,  "  King's  School-House." 

4.  The  twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  "  King's  School- 
House." 

5.  The  forty-ninth  Virginia  volunteers,  **  King's  School-House." 


Uu 


The  whole  division  was  sent  forward  in  the  battle  at  Malvern  Hill 
on  1st  of  July,  but^as  the  brigades  were  sent  to  report  to  other  com- 
manders, I  am  unable  to  make  a  special  report  of  that  action 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEJAMIN  HUGER, 

Major  General, 


»■ 


GENERAL  HOLMES"  REPORT   OF   OPERATIONS   ARuUNl> 

RICHMOND. 

.  •  •  Petkrsbl'jig,  July  l.'>tli,  \^.()~. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  H.  Chilton, 

A.  A.  G.,  licadquarhrs  A.  N.  V.: 
CoLONKL :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  that  part  of  my  command  which  participated  in  the 
icampaign  of  the  last  daj'S  of  June  and  lirst  days  of  July,  before  Rich- 
mond. In  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  2JMi  of  June,  in  pursuance 
of  orders  from  the  W;ir  Department,  I  icoved  three  regiments  of 
Colonel  Junius  Diiniels"  brigade,  fifteen  hundred  and  seventy  strong, 
with  two  light  batteries,  across  James  river  by  the  pontoon  briilge. 
Three  companies  of  cavalry,  nurubering  one  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
under  Major  E.  Burroughs,  accompanied  this  force.  The  same 
evening.  Brigadier  General  J.  G.  Walker,  joined  mo  with  his  brigade 
of  thirty-six  hundred  eflective  men  and  two  batteries,  ^which  had 
crossed  the  river  on  Thursday,  the  2Gth  June,  and  was  now  again 
placed  under  my  command.  The  division  bivouacked  that  night  upon 
Cornelius  creek,  and  moved,  on  Monday  morning,  iigreeable  (o  the 
orders  of  the  commanding  General,  upon  New  Market,  reaching 
that  place  at  10  A.  M.  I  immediately  placed  my  trDops  in  a  p(;siti*on 
of  great  actual  strength  ;  covering  the  junction  of  the  Long  Bridge 
and  River  roads,  which  was  shortly  afterwards  in?pccteTi  and  approved 
by  His  Excellency,  the  President.  At  this  junclj.ure,  Brigndier  General 
Henry  A.  Wise  reached  New  ^ylarket,  coming  voluntarily  to  m}'  sup- 
port from  Chaffitrs  Bluff  with  two  regiments  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-two  bayonets  and  two  batteries.  The  eflective  force  under 'my 
orders  thus  amounted  to  six  thousand  infantry  and  six  batteries  ot 
artillery.  In  my  part,  between  the  River  and  Darbytown  roads,  were 
two  regiments  of  cavalry  under  Colonel  Baker,  1st  North  Carolina 
cavalry.  Matters  were  in  thi:i  position  when,  about  4  o'clock,  Major 
Meade  of  the  engineers,  rode  up  and  reported  the  enemy  as  retreating 
in  considerable  confusion  along  the  road  leading  over  .M-ilvern  Hill. 
Jle  suggested  that  a  battery  of  rilled  guns,  placed  uiuler  cover  of  a  dense 
forest  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  River  road,  at  a  point  where  bis 
reconnoissancc  had  been  made,  distant  some  eight  hundred  var.is  from 
the  enemy's  column,  would  greatly  enibarrass  his  retreat.  In  this  view, 
Major  Stevens,  chief  engineer,  fully  <H»ncurred.  1  accordingly  at 
once  directed  my  chief  of  artillery,  Colonel  De.5!iler,  to  proceed  to  th« 
point  indicated,  some  two  miles  down  the  River  road,  Avith  three 
eections  of  two  rifled  guns  each,  selected  from  the  different  batteries, 
and  despatched  the  30th  Virginia,  Colonel  Harrison  commanding,  to 
Walker's  brigade,  as  a  supporting  force.  Soon  afterwards,  feeling 
solicitous  for  the  safety  of  this  detachment,  I  put  the  remainder  of 
the  division  in  motion  for  the  same  point,  and  proceeded  to  recon- 
noitre the  ground  in  person.  Upon  reaching  it,  1  found  the  General 
commanding  the  army  just  returning   from   an    observatien    of  the 
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enemy's  position.  He  approved  of  what  had  been  done  and  direeted 
that,  after  the  reinainder  of  the  division  had  been  disposed  to  support 
the  batteries,  fire  shoubi  be  opened  upon  the  enemy's  column.  By 
the  time  the  infantry  was  in  position,  the  enemy  had  taken  tlie  alarm 
and  -was  dra^vn  up  in  line  of  battle  in^the  road  between  West's  house 
and  Malvern  Jlill,  on  very  commanding  ground.'  Before  the  fire  of 
my  artillery  commenced,  the  enemy's  gunboats  began  to  shell  yigor- 
ou?lv  the  Iviver  road,  clearly  defined  by  clcuds  of  dust,  and  the 
wooils  occupied  by  my  troops.  Colonel  Deshler  now  opened  his  fire, 
upon  ni}'  order,  and  three  or  four  regiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
within  range,  immediat^  disappeared  in  the  neighboring  woods.  A 
verv  heavy  fire  of  field  artillery  vras.  however,  at  once  brought  to  bear 
upon  us  from  some  twenty-five  or  thirt}'  guns,  so  placbd,  as  with  the 
aid  of  the  gunboats,  to  annoy  us  severely  in  front  and  on  both  flanks 
at  the  same  time.  Finding  himself  overrated  in  metal,  and  the 
ground  not  admitting  of  more  guns  being  put  hi  battery  on  our  &rde. 
Colonel  l.'eshler  ceased  his  fire  in  about  an  hour,  after  losing  a  con- 
siderable number  of  men  and  horses  and  having  two  caissons  exploded. 
The  enem^  kept  up  a  furious  cannonade  until  after  dark.  Under 
this,  my  troops  which  were  mostly  newly  levied,  behaved  well,  with 
the  exQcption  .of  Major  E.  Burroughs'  battalion  of  cavalry  and 
Gr.ahain's  battery  with  a  part  cf  Branch's,  whose  conduct  was  shame- 
ful in  the  extreme.  The  othcers  of  my  staff,  Colonel  James  Deshler, 
ciiief  of  artillery,  jM«jor  Archer  Anderson,  A.  A.  G.,  Captain  T.  L. 
Barton,  acting  chief  commissary,  and  cadet  T.  II.  Holmes,  Jr.,  C.  S. 
A.,  performed  their  duty  with  the  -greatest  zeal  and  intelligence,  and 
behaved  as  brave  men  should  do. 

In  this  engagement  the  casualties  were,  as  appears  by  the  reports 
of  brigade  commanders  herewith  transmitted,  as  follows: 

Daniels'  brigade — killed,  2;   wounded,  S22. 

Walker  s  brigade — wounded,  12. 

Artillery — wounded,  15. 

The  strength  of  the  enemy's  position  and  their  imposing  numbers 
were  such,  that  to  attempt  an  attack  upon  them  with  my  small  force 
un.supported,  would  have  been  perfect  uiadness ;  for  to  have  done  thi& 
would  hare  required  a  march  of  over  three  quarters  of  a  mile  up  a 
steep  hill,  destitute  of  cover.  I  accordingly  withdrew,  about  9  P.  M.y. 
to  a  po.-'>ition  somewhat  in  advance  of  that  occupied  in  the  morning. 
On  Tuesday  evening,  I  moved  my  division  to  a  point  on  the  River 
road  half  a  mile  below  the  upper  gate  at  Curl's  Neck,  and  there  re- 
mained during  the  night  in  line  of  battle;  but,  as  before,  I  deemed  it 
out  of  the  question  'to  attack  the  strong  position  of  Malvern  Hill 
from  that  side  with  ,my  inadtqute  force. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  com- 
maniling  General,  I  took  up  my  line  of  march  for  Drewry's  BluiF, 
leaving  General  Wite  at  ChaSin's.  Since  then  nothing  of  interest 
has  occurred  in  my  command, 

I  am  Colonel^  very  respectfully,  your  obd't  serv't,  * 

T.  II.  HOLMES, 
Major  General,  commanding  D.  N.  C\, 


GENERAL  WHITING'S  REPORT  OF  BATTLE   OF  GAINES' 

MILL. 

IIt:AD  iUAKTKRS    FiRST    DlVISION,    FlRST    CORPS,  ) 

July,   LS62.  S 

Colonel    R.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General : 

Colonel:  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  operations  of  this  divis- 
ion in  tlio  battle  of  (Raines'  farm.  27th  ultimo  : 

O.n  the  mornin-r  of  the  2fith  ultimo,  at  three,  A.  M.,  the  division, 
consisting  of  the  Texas  brigade-,  Rrigadicr  General  Hood,  and  the  third 
brigade.  Colonel  Law,, -with  Reilly's  and  Balthis'  batteries,  rr'rohed 
from  Ashland  as  the  advance  of  Major  GeneralJaokson's  corps,  which 
it  had  temporarily  reinforced.  After  passing  the  advanced  line  of 
videttes,  the  march  was  conducted  cautiously  by  the  Ashcake  road, 
the  Texans  leading,  with  skirmishers  deployed.  At  ten,  A.  M.,  crossed 
the  Central  railroad,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  scouts,  discovered 
an  advanced  post  of  cavalry  west  of  the  Tottopotomy,  which  fled  on 
iny  approach.  At  three,  reached  the  creek,  found  the  bridge  in  flames, 
and  a  party  of  the  enemy  engaged  in  blockading  the  road  on  the  other 
side.  The  Texan  skirmishers  gollantly  crossed  and  engag-ed.  Ripley's 
battery  being  brought  up,  with  a  few  rounds  disperse*!  the  enemy. 
The  bridge  being  rebuilt,  the  troops  crossed  and  continued  on  the 
road  to  Pale  Green  church  or  Hundley  corner.  Here  we  united  with 
Ewell's  division,  and,  night  coming  on,  bivouacked.  A  furious  can- 
nonade in  the  "direction  of  ^lechanicsville,  indicated  a  severe  battle. 
Early  the  next  m.orning  the  troops  moved — Eweli  in  the  lead.  Pris- 
oners were  taken  in  great  numbers  a.-?  we  advanced.  Heavy  rau?ketry 
and  cannonading  being  heard  on  our  right.  Major  Whiting,  of  the 
staff,  taking  a  battery,  posted  it  so  as  to  shell  the  enemy's  rear  on 
Beaver  Dam;  after  which  they  retired,  leaving  the  route  clear  for  all- 
the  columns.  Wc  crossed  the  run  without  opposition.  At  twelve,  A. 
M.,  having  made  a  circuit  and  headed  Beaver  Dam,  the  column  of 
Major  General  D.  H.  Hill  appeared  on  the  road  leading  to  Cold  Har- 
bor, to  which  we  had  been  directed,  and  passed  us.  Between  one  and 
two,  P.  M.',  cannonadfng  commented  in  the  direction  of  Cold  Harbor. 
The  march  continued  slowly,  interrupted  by  frequent  halts,  until  near 
three,  when  an  aid  of  General  Jackson  directed  me  to  form  in  line-of- 
battle  to  my  right,  and  press  through  the  woods  to  the  firing,  which 
now  became  very  heavy.  This  was  at  once  done.  The  Texas  brigade 
on  the  left,  and  Laws'  on  the  right,  a  regiment  of  each  in  reserve,  the 
troops  forcing  their  way,  in  good  order,  in  line-of-battle,  through  a 
dense  forest  and  swamp.  We  came  out  on  the  telegraph  road,  in  a 
heavy  but  distant  fire  of  artillery,  about  four,  P.  M.  At  tliis  point,  I 
met  several  aids  of  different  generals,  all  desiring  assistance,  and  in- 
forming me  that  the  troops  of  bott  Generals  D.  H.  and  A.  P.  Hill  were 
hard  pressed.  Advancing,  I  shortly  met  the  Commatider-in -Chief,  who 
indicated  a  direction  a  little  to  my  right. 
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The  fiel<i,  where  we  entered  it,  was  about  the  head  of  the  ravine 
^hich  covered  the  enemy's. left  near  the  raain  road,  a  deep  and  steep 
chasm  dividing  tho  bluffs  of  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  left  side 
of  this,  as  we  forded.  General  Hood  put  forward  the  first  Texas  and 
llnnipton's  legion.  Men  were  leaving  the  field  in  every  direction  and 
in  great  disorder;  two  regiments,  one  from  South  Carolina  and  one 
from  liOuisiana,  were  actually  marching  back  from  the  fire.  The  first 
Texas  was  ordered  to  go  over  them  and  through  them,  whi-ch  they  did. 
The  remaining  Texas  regiments  were  rapidly  advanced,  forming  line 
vD.  the  right  of  the  ravine,  and  the  thirtieth  again  on  their  right,  and, 
pressing  on  thT;  whole-time,  came  under  the  enemy's  fire.  Here,  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground  and  position  of  the  enemy,  the  third  changed 
froftt  obliquely  to.  the  left,  bringing  its  front  parallel  to  the  ravine. 

1'he  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  aijd  protected  by  the  ravine, 
poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  advancing  line  for  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  and  many  brave  officers  and  men  fell.  Near  the  crest,  in  front 
of  us  and  lying  down,  appeared  the  fragments  of  a  brigade.  Men 
were  skulking  from  the  front  in  a  shameful  manner  ;  the  woods  on  our 
left  and  re::r  were  full  of  troops  in  safe  cover,  from  which  they-  never 
stirred;  but,  on  the  right  of  the  third,  a  brigade,  "Pickett's,"  were 
moving  galla\itly  up.  Still  further,  on  our  extreme  right,  our  troops 
appeared  to  be  falling  baqk. 

The  Texa,ns  had  now  come  up,  and  joined  hne  bn  the  left,  led  by 
General  Hood,  and  the  gallant  fourth,  at  the  double  quick,  when  the 
word  was  given  to  churgo,  and  the  whole  line,  consisting  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  Texas,  eighteenth  .Georgia,  fourth  Alabima  and  sixth  North 
Carolina,  (the  second  Mississippi  beiiig  held  in  partial  reserve,"but  ad- 
vaacing  with  the  line,)  charged  the  ravine  with  a  yell-^Gencral  Hood 
and  Colonel  Law  gallantly  leading  their  men.  At  the  bottom  ran  a 
deep  and  difficult  branch,  with  scarped  sides,  answering  admirably  as 
a  ditch.  Over  against  this  was  a  strong  log  breastwork,  heavily 
manned  ;  above  this,  near  the  crest,  anoth(;r  breastwork,  supported  by 
well  served  batteries  and  a  heavy  force  of  infantry — the  steep  slope, 
clad  with  an  open  •growtl;  of  timber,  concealing  the  enemy,  but 
affording  full  view  of  our  movements.  Spite  of  these  terrible  obsta- 
cles, over  ditch  an*d  breast Aork,  hill,  batteries  and  .infantry,  the 
division  swept,  routing  the  enemy  from  their  stronghold.  Many 
pieces  of  artillery  were  taken,  fourteen  in  all,  aftd  nearly  awhole  regi- 
ment of  the  enemy.  These  prisoners  were  tyrned  over  by  Colonel 
Robinson,  fifth  1  exas,  to  Brigadier.  General  Pryor  or  some  of  his 
staff.  The  enemy  continued  to  fight  in  retreat,  with  stubborn  resist- 
ance^ and  it  scron  appeared  that  we  had  to  deal  with  his  best  troops. 
On  gaining  the  second  line,  and  seeing  the  heavy  force,  apprehensive 
that  he  might  rally,  I  went  to  Major  General  Longstreet  for  rein- 
forcements. He  immediately  sent  forward  Brigadier  General  R.  H.  An- 
derson, who  wtTit  on  my  rit'ht  and  entjased  and  drove  the  enemvmost 
handsomely  fih  the  lower  part  of  the  plateau,  the  enemy  being  there, 
as,  indeed,  they  appeared  everywhere,  in  superior  numbers.  In  the 
meantime,  my  diyi.sion  continued  steadily  to  advance,  though  suffering 
heavily,  until  night  found  them   completely   across  the  plateau  and 
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beyond  the  battle-field.  Pickett's  brigade  had  ably  fought  on  the 
right,  the  general  himself  Avas  wounded  in  the  charge.  The  troops 
on  my  immediate  left  I  do  rwt  know,  and  am  glad  i  don't.  Those 
that  did  come  up  were  much  'broken,  and  no  entreaty  or  command 
could  induce  them  forward,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
greater  part  never  left  the  cover  of  the  wood  on  the  west  side  of  the 
ravine. 

The  battle  was  very  severe,  hotly  contested  and  gallantly  won,  and 
I  take  pleasure  ja  calling  special  attention  to  the  fourth  Texas  regiment, 
which,  led  by  the  brigadier,  Hood,  was  the  first  to  break  the  enemy's  line, 
and  enter  his  works.  .  Its  braSfe  old  Colonel,  Marshall,  fell  in  the  charge 
on^^the  hither  side  of  the  ravine.  The  stubborn  resistance  maintained  all 
day,  faltered  from  that  moment,  and  the  day  was  gained.  Of  the 
other  regiments  of  the  division,  it  would  be  invidious  and  unjust  to 
name  one  before  the  other.  They  were  equally  distinguished,  and  as 
they  became  engaged,  went  on  in  the  murderous  fii'fe  with  unfaltering 
determination.  Towards  the  close  of  the  fire,  I  detached  the  second 
Mississippi  and  Butler's  battery,  to  the  extreme  right,  to  open  fire 
on  the  retreating  masses  of  the  enemy,  endeavoring  to  make  their 
way  to  the  edge  of  the  swamp. 

When  the  action  closed,  my  line  was  in  advance  of  the  guns,  (they 
captured  fourteen  in  number,)  closing  to  the  left  on  General  Lawton's 
troops,  of  General  Jackson's  army,  and  covered  on  the  right  by  Gen- 
eral R.  H.  Anderson.  Of  my  staff,  I  cannot  sj^eak  too  highly;  the 
chief.  Major  J.  II.  Hill,  fell  painfully  wounded  while  leading  the 
tiharge;  the  chivalrous  Major  Austin  E.  Smith,  A.  D.  C,  received  a 
mortal  wound  in  the  same  onset.  Colonel  l^Ipson,  Captain  Frobel  and 
Captain  Tausill  were  among  the  foremost  in  the  fray.  Here,  also,  as 
in  many  previous  battles,  Captain  YanJcr  Horst,  of  S.  C,  gave  a 
notable  example.  Major  Randolph,  by  special  ofdcr,  remained  with 
the  ammunition.  Though  not  on  my  staff,  I  should  not  do  right  not 
to  mention  the  chivalrous  daring  of  young  M;>jor  Haskill,  of  South 
Carolina,  belonging,  as  I  am  told,  to  the  staff  of  General  D.  R.  Jones. 
His  personal  bearing  in  a  most  deadly  fire,  his  example  and  directions, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  charge.  I  regret  to 
say  that  this  brave  young  officer  received  a  terrible  wound  from  a 
shell'  but  ^^alked  from  the  field  as  heroically  as  he  had  gone  into  the 
fire.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  distinguished  bravery 
of  privates  Fairley,  Westmoreland  and  Sharp,  troopers  of  the  legion 
who  acted  as  oflicers,  and  displayed  great  coolness  and  courage.  Con- 
spicuous were  Brigadier  General  Hood  and  Colonel  Law,  commanding 
brigades.  Of  the  regimental  commanders,  too  much  cannot  be  said. 
Colonel  Rainey,  first  Texas,  though  seriously  ill,  joined  his  command 
and  fell,  severely  wounded  ;  Colonel  Marshall,  fourth  Texas,  was  shot 
dead,  an(l  Lieutenant  Colonel  Warwick,  was  mortally  wounded.  Lieut. 
Colonel  Ruff,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia,  led  his  regiment,  and  fortu- 
nately escaped  unhuit.  Th^  legion,  though  not  much  exposed,  wa.s 
ably  handled  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gary.  In  the  third.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McLemore,  eleventh  Alabama,  receyjiid  a  painful  wound  early 
in  the  action,  the  conynand  devolving  on  Major  Webb,  who  ably  sus- 
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tiiined  his  part.  The  second  Mississippi,  Colonel  Stone,  was  ably 
handled  by  its  commander,  and  sustained  severe  loss.  The  following 
is  a  recapitulation  of  casualties,  the  detailed  list  accompanies  the 
report : 


Texas  Brigade. 

Killed. 

W 

ounded. 

Missing. 

5th  Texas, 
4th  Trxas, 
1st  Texas, 
18th  Georgia, 
llampton's  Legion. 

13 
44 
14 
16 

2 

t 

62 
206 

64 
126 

18 

1 

0 
0 
3 

0 

Total, 

SO 

476 

4 

Third  Brigade. 

Killed. 

w 

aunded. 

Missing. 

6th  J^orth  Carolina, 
4th  Alabama, 
1 1th  Mississippi, 
Second  Mississippi, 

5 

^      22- 

is 

21 

47 

103 
142 

79 

0 

«^ 

3 

0 

Total,  66  376  5 

Grand  aggregate,  1,016. 

So  closed  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  the  troops   sleeping*  on  thein 
arms  in  the  position  so  hardly  won. 

The  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  as  far  as   my  division   was   concerned, 
will  require  a  separate  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
.  Brizadier  General. 


GENERAL  WHITING'S  REPORT  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF 
MALVERN  HILL. 

Headquarters-  Fir!<t  Division,  First  Corps, 

July,   1862. 

Colonel  R.  H.  Chilton,  • 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

.  Colonel  :  I  continued  my  report  from  Friday  evening,  20th  ultimo. 
On  Saturday  morning,  the  division  marched  back  across  the  ravine  to 
renew  its  supply  of  ammunition,  and  get  something  to  eat.  We  shrortly 
received  orders  to  march,  and  to  follow  the  command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Hill.  After  marching  half  a  mile  we  halted,  the  troops  in  front 
being  at  a  halt,  and  so  remained  under  arms  all  day,  being  ordered 
into  bivouac  where  we  were  at  night.  This  was  at  McGee's  house 
and  farm,  a  position  ♦hich  had  been  the  enemy's  extreme  right,  and 
whence  their  causeway  "Over  the  Chickahominy  leads.  •  The  enemy 
had  destroyed  the  causeway.  Passed  through  their  encampments, 
crossed  the  York  River  railroad,  and,  marching  by  the  Williamsburg 
road,  M-e  turned  off  at  the  White  Oak  bridge  forks,  and  reached  the 
bridge  about  noon.  Finding  it  destroyed,  and  the  enemy  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle,  batteries  were  brought  up,  and  a  heavy  fire  opened 
upon  him,  silencing  his  battery  completely.  Our  fire  was  directed 
by  Major  Whiting,  of  the  staff. 

Sunday,  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  during  the  day  to  repair 
the  bridge,  but  the  craemy  keeping  up  a  distant  and  random  fire  of 
«hell  about  the  crossing,  the  men  would  not  work.  During  the  after- 
noon the  furious  battle  of  Frazier's  Farm  was  raging  between  the 
enemy  and  the  troops  of  General  Longstreet.  It  could  be  distinctly 
heard,  and  was  scarcely  two  miles  from  us.  Our  delay  at  White  Oak 
was  unfortunate. 

Next  morning,  the  enemy  having  retired,  the  bridge  was  repaired, 
and  the  troops  passed  my  division  in  the  advance.     Marching  by  the 

road  to  Turkey  bridge,  on road,  we  presently  fell  in  with  the 

line  of  skirmishers  of  Major  General  Magruder's  troops,  moving  in 
line  of  battle  by  the  Charles  City  road.  They  halted  for  us  to  pass — 
the  troops  marching  by  a  flank.  The  commanding  General  of  the  corps, 
Major  General  Jackson,  would  not  allow  the  dispositions  to  be  made,  to 
advance  with  skirmishers  deployed  and  in  line,  but  caused  the  troops 
to  press  on,  until  the  heads  of  the  columns   closed   in   the  advance 

guard,  a   regiment   6f  cavalry,  in    a   thick  wood,  near  farm, 

about  eleven,  A.  M.  On  the  farm  the  enemy  was  found  very  strongly 
posted.  They  immediately  opened  with  shell  on  the  woods  ;  every 
portion  was  under  their  fire.  The  result  was,  the  cavalry  came  to  the 
right-about,  and  broke  through  the  long  column  of  troops  which  filled 
the  road,  now  enfiladed  by  the  tire.  Though  suffering  loss,  they 
formed  to  the  right  and  left  with  precision  and  promptness.  To  our 
left  was  a  very  large  whcTt  fiell,  on  the  fnrm  of  the   Poindcxters, 
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which  afforded  a  good  view  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  fair  opportu- 
nities for  artillery.  Batteries  were  ordered  up.  Th«  enemy's  posi- 
tion, naturally  Btrong.  w;i3  materially  strengthened  by  the  judicious 
distribution  of  his  artillery.  The  first  battery  ordered  into  Pojjidex- 
ter's  field  found  itself  exposed  to  a  vastly  superior  cross-fire,  and  was 
soon  compelled  to  retire,  with  loss.  Balthis'  batt*ery,  better  pasted, 
and  better  covered  by  the  ground,  fought  well,  and  continued  the 
action'until  tl^cir  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Other  batteries  were 
ordered  up.  The  position  to  be  taken  by  the  aftillery  rendered  in- 
fantry support  necessiiry,  and  I  was  directed  by  General  Jackson  to 
form  my  line  with  my  right  or;  the  road,  in  the  wood,  advancing  to 
the  edge  in  front  and  holdiirg  that.  This  was  done  by  the  third 
(Law's)  brigade.  The  line,  continued  by  Hood,  extended  across  Poin- 
dexter'a  "field,  the  man  lying  down,  concealed  by  the  wheat  and  the 
roll  of  the  ground. 

1  had  been  strengthened  by  the  third  brigade,  of  Jackson's*  division 
proper,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Hampton.  This 
was  held  in  reserve.  Trimble's  brigade,  of  Ewell's  division,  sup- 
ported mj  extreme  left.  This  disposition  I  was  directed  to  maintain — 
the  general  attack  of  our  forces. being  intended  to  be  made  as  soon  as 
practicable,  on  the  extreme  right — the  enemy's  left.  In  the  mean- 
time, it  became  apparent  from  our  position  that  the  enemy  had  divined 
the  movement.  Their  artillery  fire,  which  had  been  very  severe , upon 
my  batteries  and  troops,  ceased,  and  heavy  columns  were  discovered 
in  movement  for  disposition  on  their  left.  After  some  time,  the 
movement  of  baggage  "and  troops  in  retreat,  by  the  Turkey  bridge 
road,  could  be  plainly  observed. 

After  the  attack  commenced  on  the  right,  my  division,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  regiments  on  the  right  of  ray  lines,  which  was  neam 
our  centre,  and  some  of  the  Texas'skirmishers,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  battle,  except  to  suffer  a  murderous  artillery  fire,  which  they  did 
unflinchingly.  Personally,  assisted  by  my  staff,  I  was  called  upon  to 
direct  the  artillery  fire,  Avhich  I  continued  to  do  during  the  afternoon. 
1^'rora  my  point  of  view,  the  enemy  appeared  to  fight  with  great  stub- 
bornness, and  our  attack  to  have  made  but  little  impression  upon  him. 
He  deployed,  at  one  time,  six  batteries  in  front  of  our  centre.  Upon 
opening  in  this  deployment  with  artillery,  they,  together  with  the 
stationary  batteries  already  in  position,  and  which  we  had  been  en- 
gaging at  times  during  the  day,  all  opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  Poin- 
dexter  s  field.  Our  gunners  replied  with  spirit,  but  from  want  of 
ammunition,  the  contest  was  too  unequal,  and  I  cau.=ed  them  suc- 
cessively to  withdraw.  This  cross-fiie  was  excessively  severe  upon 
the  supporting  troops.  Towards  night,  learning 'that  the  centre  wa^ 
pressed  hard,  1  received  orders  to  direct  General  Trimble  to  move 
over  from  the  left  to  that  point,  and  .commenced  to  close  my  own 
troops  into  the  right,  when  night  fell,  with  it  the  battle,  which  had 
raged  with  great  fury,  ceased.  For  an  liour  after  nightfall  theenemy 
shelled  the  woods  and  Poindexter's  field  with  rapid  and  heavy  firing. 
This  indicated  another  withdrawal.     My  troops  remained  in  position 
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all  night.  The  advanced  scouts  eonfirniing  the  withdrawal  of  the 
enemy  during  the  night,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded. 

Of  affairs  on  our  centre  and  right  I  can  give  no  account.  My  list 
of  casualties  is  almost  entirely  from  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy, 
for  scarcely  a  musket  was  fired  in  the  division.  When  the  iinmanse 
amount  of  their  artillery  is  considered,  the  violence  and  duration  of 
their  fire,  and  the  exposed  position  of  the  troops,  the  loss,  thanks  to 
God,  may  be  regarded  as  small,  while  the.  courage  and  unflinching 
endurance  of  the  troops  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  : 

Third  Brigade. 

Fifth  North  .Carolina, 
Fourth  Alabama, 
Second  Mississippi, 
Eleventh  Mississippi, 
Reilley's  Battery, 

Total, 

Tex?s  Brigade, 
Fifth  Texas, 
Fourth  T.exas, 
First  Texas, 
Thirteenth  Georgia, 

Total,  6    .  45 

I  regret  that  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  different  coramandera 
of  batteries  who  reported  to  me  during  the  day,  or  the  designation  of 
their  artillery.  Captain  Balthis  behaved  with  great  skill  and  gal- 
larv^try,  and  was  wounded.  All  fought  with  great  spirit,  but  labored 
under  ;;:uch  disadvantage  from  want  of  '.rnmuuition. 

Wednesday  morning,  the  2d,  a  very  heavy  r.iin  set  in  ;  the  troops 
remained  in  bivouac,  cookiujai'. 

Thursday,  Major  General  Jackson's  corps  marched  to  take  the  road 
to  W'estover,  but  missed  it,  and  bivouacked  near  Willis'  church. 

.Friday,  continued   the    march,  arriving   about  two,  P.  M.,  at  Her- 
ring creek,  where  the  enemy's  outpost  were  discovered  entrenched. 

No  further  active  operations  occurred  in  which  this  division  took 
any  part. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Division. 
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GENERAL  McLAWS  REPORT    OF   OPERATIONS   AROUND 
^  RICHMOND. 


IP 


Headquarters  Division,  } 
July  20,  1863.       \ 


To  General  Magruder^s  Adjutant  General : 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  operations  of  ray  comman(],  com- 
liosed  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Kershaw  and  Semines,  commencing 
(in  2f)th  ultimo,  and  ending  July  1st,  1863  : 

Oe  the  26'th,  I  received  orders  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  for 
any  movement.     None  was,  however,  made. 

On  the  27th,  the  troops  were  under  arms  at  daylight.  The  look- 
outs, posted  in  trees,  overlooking  the  enemy's  camps,  near  the  rail- 
road, reported  that  the  works  of  the  enemy  were  being  strengthened, 
more  guns  being-placed  in  the  redoubts  near  the  railroad,  and  all  the 
works  numerously  manned. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  orders  were  received  to  feel  the  enemy  with 
two  regiments.  The  movement  was  delayed  until  about  four  o'clock, 
when  the  seventh  and  eighth  South  Carolina,  Colonels  Aiken  and 
Henncgan,  advanced  as  far  as  the  abattis  of  the  enemy,  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  Finding  the  enemy  in  strong  force, 
occupying  their  works,  the'rcgiments  were  withdrawn,  returning  to 
camf)  about  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.  JiOss,  one  killed  and  three  wounded,  in 
seventh  South  Carolina  regiment.  On  the  28th,  remained  in  camp.  The 
works  of  the  enemy  were  occupied  by  them  in  force.  On  the  29th,  two 
regiments  of  General  Kershaw's  brigade.  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
ordered  forward  at  an  early  hour.  One  regiment,  Kennedy's,  being 
on  reserve,  su?jporting  the  pickets,  had  sent  out  companies  to  recon- 
noitre, and  finding  the  enemy's  works  deserted,  the  whole  regiment 
occupied  the  lines  most  advanced  towards  ours.  The  remaining  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade,  being  ordered  onward,  joined  that  of  Colonel 
Kennedy,  and  the  whole  brigade,  under  General  Kershaw,  went  for- 
ward and  took  position  beyond  Fair  Oaks  Station,  in  the  woods  to  thjB 
right  of  the  railroad,  keeping  their  skirmisaers  well  to  the  front. 

This  brigade  was  in  advance  of  all  other  troops,  and  waited  their 
arrival.  The  enemy  were  seen  crossing  the  railroad,  about  a  mile,  or 
less,  in  front,  coming  from  the  woods  on  our  left;  but  it  being  under- 
stood that  General  Jackson's  forces  were  crossiog  at  Grape  vine 
bridge,  every  one  was  very  much  concerned,  fearing  that  we  would 
become  engaged  with  them.  So  much  was  General  Kershaw  impressed 
yrith  that  idea,  that  he  withheld  the  fire  of  his  troops,  and  sent  a  regi- 
mental flag  down  the  railroad,  waving  it  in  order  to  give  natice  of  the 
presence  of  Confederate  forces.  General  Scmmes'^  brigade,  in  the 
meanwhile,  came  up  along  the  railroad,  and  was  halted  behind  th.Q 
works  about.Fair  Oaks  Station.  « 

T:.e  enemy  li^.d  opened  a  sciiteriug  fiio  fr-j:n  several  pieces,  which, 


161 

« 

^owever,  did  no  harm  to  my  command.  Gener.i.1  Miigr.ader  having 
arranged  his  forces  on  the  left,  ordered  liint  General  Semmes'  brigade 
should  move  to  Kershaw's  position,  and  Kershnw  to  advance. 

<jeneral  Iluger's  forces,  or  a  portion- of  them,  wore  seen  at  this 
timfe,  coming  towards  ray  right  flank,  they  soon,  however,  retired,  going 
in  the  direction  of  the  Charles  City  road.  Their  purpone  I  did  not  un- 
derstand. This  was  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  General  Kershaw 
now  advanced  Xis  brigade,  leaving  his  left  on  tli^  railroad,  supported 
by  that  of  General  Semmes.  Kemper's  battery,  as  it  came  down  the 
Kine  Mile  road,  was  ordered  forward,  supported  by  the  tenth  Georgia, 
Colonel  Cumuiing.A  The  brigade  advanced  in  two  lines,  SemiUbM  re- 
ceiving orders  to  cioss  the  Williamsburg  road  with  his  righs.  Not 
long  after" passing  the  junction  of  the  Nine  Mile  and  the  WilliatUBburg 
roads  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  a  battery  on  our  right,  which  waa^ 
replied  to  with  such  efiect  by  Kemper's  battery  that  thoeneiu^  re-.ired 
without  engaging  with  their  infantry. 

Kershaw,  continuing  the  march,  releiv*ing,  the  tenth  Gccrgia  from 
•  the  support  of  his  battery,  engaged  the  enemy  with  his  whole  f^rce^ — 
Siuimes'  brigade  lesting  immediately  behind  and  extending  well  to 
the  light.  Kemper's  battery  taking  position  on  the  ri^^hc  of  the 
Williamsburg  road,  upon  elevated  ground,  opened  fire  ^.rith  extraordi- 
nary rapidity  atid  great  effect.  Finding  that  Kershaw's  right  waa 
being  outfiritiked  by  the  eneujy,  I  ordered  in  two  regiments  from 
Seiiunei*'  brigade,  and  afterwards  the  whole  remaining  force,  which 
■  effectually  prevented  the"  design.  Our  troops,  and  those  of  the  enemy, 
were  in  very  close  proximity,  so  much  so,  that  at  one  time  the  order 
was  given,  by  some  commanders,  to  cease  firing;  they  being  fearful 
that  we  were  engaged  w:th  our  own  men.  One  of  the  enemy  attem|>te(l 
to  soixe  the  fi.ig  of  the  t^uth  Georgia,  but  was  immediately  knocke<l 
down  and  killed,  t'duie  one  hundred  of  the  command  were  throwa 
into  momentary  confusion,  and  were  retiring,  but,  with  the  assistanc3 
of  n)y  staff,  they  were  immediately  rallied,  and  returned  to  their  cout- 
panies.  »  , 

As  all  of  my  force  was  now  engaged,  I  sent  to  General  Magrudcr 
for  reinforcements.  1  xlid  so  because  Iwished  for  a  reserve,  principally 
to  provide  against  contingencies.  He  sent  me  the- thirteenth  Mis-i.s- 
fippi.  which  was  postfj-d  in  rear  of  the  Jine  of  battle,  on  the  right  of 
the  Williamsburg  ro.il  It  was  not  brought  into  action  When  all 
my  comn)aud  were  engaged,  1  had  ordcre*!  a  battery  to  the  right,  in  » 
commanding  position,  to  open  fire  if  it  could  bedono  without  injuring 
Qur  trcops,  and  to  give  assistance  in  case  of  disaster.  As  right  ad- 
vanced it  became  so  dark,  that  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides.  The 
South  Carolina  brigaile  remaining  m  the  position  it  occupied  in  al- 
vance,  and  Semmes'  brigade  just  in  rear  of  its  line  of  battle. 

The  engiigcment  was  commenced  by  an  e-xceetiingly  severe  an  I 
rapid  ehelling  from  the  enemy's  batteries  at  five  and  b  half,  P.  M.,  anl 
lasted  until  near  nine — about  three  hours.   '  '  .  _ 

'J'he  South  Carolina  brigade  carried  into  action  fonr'een  hund^d 
and  nincty-sfx  (1,49^!)  men,  and  lost  in  killed,  fort\-8tv  n  ;  woun  led, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  missing,  nine.  Aggregate  290  men. 
11 
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Semmes"  hrip;ade — force  actually  engaged,  tenth  Georgia,  fifth  Lou- 
isiana, and  tenth  Louisiana,  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  (755)  men— - 
lost,  in  killed,  clevep ;  wounded,  fifty-three.  Aggregate,  sixty- 
four  men.  •  . 

A<Tgregate  of  both  brigades,  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing. 

I  beg  leave  to  callattention  to  the  gallantry,  cool,  ;jpt  daring,  qpur- 
imge  and  .'^kill  in.  the.raanagement  of  his  gallant  comwand,  exhibited 
by  Brigadier  General  Kershiiw  ;  to  the  cool  courage  and  knowledge 
c'f  his  duties,  exhibited  by  General  Semraes.  Major  Mcintosh,  the 
chief  of  ruy  staff,  exhibited  that  self-possession  «ndcr  fire,  and  dis- 
position to  be  under  fire,  so  characteristic  of  bis  name,  his  relations 
in  the  old  army  pf  the  United  States  and  our  own. 

I  call  attention  to  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  King  and  Lieutenant 
Tucker,  ::iy  aids-.de-carap ;  Major  Goggin,  inspecting  officer;  Major 
McTjaws,  quartermaster,  and  Major  Edwards,  chief  commissary,  who 
were  actively  engaged  in  carrying  out  my  oruor.-<,  and  giving  me  in- 
formation as  to  the  movements  of  ourown  and  the  enemy's  forces. 

In  passing  to  the  front,  our  advance  was  through  the  deserted  camps 
of  the  eneiny,  where  property  of  great  value  had  been  left,  consisting  of 
tents,  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,  medical  stores,  and  aTticIea 
of  private  property  which  had  bcm  destroyed  in  wasteful  profusion. 

On  passing  dowii  the  Williamsburg  road,  1  saw,  to  the  right,  a  very 
large  camp,  or  camps,  to  which  reads  had  been  cut  through  the  woods, 
.  and  towards  which  large  bodies  of  men  had' lately  passed.  I  sent  a 
reconnoitering  party  to  explore  the  grounds ;  they  returned  and  re- 
ported the  place  entirely  deserted.  The  night  and  early  morning,  after 
the  battle,  was  pasSed  in  collecting  and  attending  to  the  w6unded,  and 
burying,  the  dea-'.  .,         .     ' 

General  Magruder  was  near  the  scene  of  Action,  and  from  hira, 
during  the  day,  and  after  the  engagement,  my  general  instructions, 
as  to  the  advance,  was  received. 

Lieutenant  Barry,  of  the  artillery,  bad, been,  for  .some  days  pre- 
vious, placed  in  charge  of  a  thirty-two-pound  rifle  gun,  mounted  on 
a  rail  car,  and  protected  from  cannon  shot  by  a  sloping  roof  in  front, 
covered  with  plates  of  iron,  (through  which  a  port-hole  had  been 
pierced,)  and  from  rifle  shot  (^n  the  sides  by  thi.ck  walls  of^wood,  lined 
with  iron.  His  battery  moved  doAvn  the  road,  keeping  pace  with  the 
advance  of  the  troops,  and,  by  his  fire,  annoying  the  enemy  whenever 
the  range  would  allow.  His  enthusiasm  at  the  decided  success  of  the 
experiment,  and  in  pushing  through  obstructions,  deserves  all  praise. 

For  the  details  of  the  battle,  and  the  many  deserving  instances  of 
individual  merit,  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  accompany- 
ing reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  and  to  Captain 
Kemper's  report  of  his  operations,  it  is  but  proper  to  remark  upon 
the  dashing  manner  in  which  Captain  (now  Major)  Kemper  fought 
^is  battery.  It  was  cheering  to  the  whole  command  to  see  and  hear 
ms  very  rapid  firing. 

The  morning  following  the  engagement  of  the  29th,  the  troops 
"were  ordered  ^o  be.iu  readiness  to  move  forward,  and  had  commenced 
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the  movement,  when  other  orders  were  received,  to  cross  over  to^tW 
I>arbytown  road,  my   command   leading.     Some   confusion  occurred, 
owing  to    the  Avant  of   guides,  which  being  corrected,  the  column 
moved  on  and   reached  the  neighborhood   of   *' Tiraberlake's  store" 
about  one  o'clock,  P.  M.     It  was  there  delayed  by  the  rear  of  Gen- 
eral  A.    P.    Hill's    division   blocking    the    road.    , While  resting  at 
"  Timberlake's  slore,"  an  order  was  given  to  move  to  •'  New  Market." 
General  Semmos  was  sent  with  his  brigade  by  the  main  road,  protect- 
ing the  artillery,  and  I  went  with  General  Kershaw's  brigade,  across 
the  country,   by    a   road   which   was   reported    as  impracticable   ifor 
wagons  and  artillery,  and  arrived  at   Warren's  hill  about  six  o'clock, 
P.  M.     While  waiting  there  the  arrival  of  General   Semmes'  brigade 
and  directions  as  to  encampments,  another  order  was  given,  through 
Colonel  Carey,  to  march  my  command  down  the  river  road  to  a  posi- 
tion he  would  point  out,  said  to  be    a   place  designated   by  Colonel 
Chilton.     On  the  way  down  I  met  General  Wise,  who  contended  there 
must  be  some  mistake  about  the  place,  as  the  one  spoken  of  by  Colo- 
nel Carey  was  entirely  exposed  to  the  gunboats.     While  this  discussion 
was  going  on,  another  officer  from   General  Magruder  rode  up  and 
.stated  it  was  the  General's  orders  to   move  down  the   Long  Bridge 
road,  which  was  done.     General  Semmes*  briga<le  had  never  reached 
New  Market  with  the  artillery,  but  had  been    diverted   and  placed  in 
the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  liong  Bridge  road.     My  command  had 
been  marching  all  day,  and  General  Magruder   allowed  me  to  halt  it 
on  reaching  him,  which  was  one  mile  down  the-Ijong  Bridge  road, 
At  that  time  it  was  nearly  dark.     General  Semtnes  came  up  and  re- 
ported that  a  portion  of  his   command,   and  all  but   one  of  4iis  staff;, 
bad  been  separated  from  him  in  the  thiclc  woods  where  he  had  been 
posted.     AVe  remained  in  the  road  several  hours,  waiting  until  Jones' 
division  and  Cobbs'  him  passed.     We  then  moved  on,  receiving  orders 
that  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  General  Magruder's  staff,  would  post  the- 
brigades.      About  two  o'clock,  arrived  near  the  battle-field  of  the  day 
before,  and,  after  examining  the  ground  as  well  as  could   be  done  in 
the  dark,  I  posted  General  Kershaw's*  brigade  on  the  right  of  the 
yoad,  holding  General  Semmes'  in  reserve  along  the  road.     My  com* 
mand  was  coinpletely  exhausted,  not  having  had  anything  to  eat ;  had 
been  heavi^  engaged   tlie  evening   previous;   liad  passed   the   night 
and  early  morning  in  attending  to   the   wounded,  and   collecting   and 
burying  the  dead,  and  had  been  on  the  march  for1W)out  twenty  hours. 
After  resting  but  an  hour  or  two,  the  lines  were  formed  and  moved  to 
the  front,  on  the  right  of  the  road.     After  going  but  a  short  distance 
beyond  the  Willis  church,  on  tlic  Quaker  road,  an.  ordef -was  given  to 
recall  the  command,   and,  as  1  understood  it,   General   Magruder'i 
forces  were  to  join  on  to  the  right  of  General  Jackson's,  which  was 
at  the  time. skirmishing  with  the  enemy  to   our  right.     General  Ma- 
gruder directed  me   to   bring   up  the  rear,   which  I  did,  marching 
behind  (ieneral  Magruder's  division.     Arriving  at  the  road,  in    front 
of  Carter's  field,  General  Longstreet  ordered  me  to  move  by   the  left 
flank  and  join  my  command,  to  the  right  of  General  Jackson's,  going 
down  a  road,  which  passed  around  Carter's  field,  to  the  battle  ground. 
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(Crt'w'a  farm,)  directinf;  me  first  to  reconnoitre  the  ground.  Ou, 
;join^  down  the  road,  I/ound  the  position  I  was  to  occupy  held  by 
brigades  of  General  Huger  !  I  informed  General  Longatreet  of  the 
fact,  and  he  directed  me  to  remain  where  I  was  for  the  present. 

Arrangements  being  made  to  open  fire  with  our  batteries  in  front, 
I  was  directed  to  place  my  command  out  of  the  line  of  the  fire, 
which  would  be  returned  by  the  enemy  In  response  to  our  batteries. 
General  Magiuder  shortly  afterwards  came  back  with  the  head  of  his 
column  ar.d,  passing  by  Carter's  house,  went  into  the  woods  beyond. 
My  command  was  ordered  to  positions  to  the. right  and  left  of  Carter's 
house  about  half-past  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  About  six  o'clock,  P.  M., 
they  were  ordered  to  the  front,  advancing  one  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  field  ^nd  tho  other  on  the  left,  separated  four  or  five  hundred 
yards  and  entirely  out  of  sight  of  each  other.  They  were  carried  to 
the  point  from  which  they  were  to  advance  by  a  staff  officer  of  G^e- 
.  ral  Magruder,  and  General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  aSvsisted  as  much 
A3  possible  after  their  arrival  by  Major  Mcintosh,  of  my  staff,  in 
taking  position.  Brigadier  General  Semraes,  advancing  on  the  right, 
owing  to  various  causes,  viz  :  the  thickness  of  the  woods,  or  miscon- 
ception' of  orders,  and  the  fatigue  his  command  had  undergone, 
carried  into  action  but  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men.  The;  dead 
of  his  command,  however,  found  in  advance,  evidenced  the  gallantry 
of  those  few.  His  loss  was:  killed,  seventeen;  woynded,  fifty-six; 
missing,  sixty-three  ;  aggregate,  one  hun<ired  and  thirty-six.  Gen- 
eral Kershaw,  going  forward  on  the  left,  lost  in  killed,  twenty-two; 
wounded,  one  hundred  and  thirteen;  missing,  twenty-nine;  aggre- 
gate, one  hundred  and  sixty-.four;  carried  into  action,  nine  hunilred 
and  fifty-si.v  men  ' 

The  fatigue  of  the  two  previous  days,  and  want  of  sleep  and  food, 
caused  the  ditninutioh  of  forces.  Many  men,  TiaVing  fallen  out,  were 
left  behind  on  the  march  of  the  day  and  night  previous.  There  were 
many  stragglers  fi^om  the  various  forces  on  the  "field,  which  were  col- 
lected near  Carter's  house  and  sent  back  to  join  their  ro;.;iaients  from 
time  to  time,  and  as  the  battle  ceased,  returned  to  the  btst  camj)8  of 
their  regimenf.s.  For  the  minute  particulars  of  the  fight,  and  the 
cases  of  individual  merit  in  the  regiments,  the  attention  of  the  Gen- 
eral is  called  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  brigade  atid^regimeutttl 
commanders.  Major  .Mcintosh  was  again  cons[)icuous  for  his  gal- 
lantry, having  hisll^orse  shot  under  him.  And  my  thanks  are  due  to 
all  the  members  of  my  staff,  who  rendered  all  possible  assistance  in 
preventing  confusion,  rallying  the  men  and  reforming  the  stragglers. 

Th«  following  named  oiiicers  and  non-commi.^siou -d  officers  of  the 
ffcgiments  engaged,  are  noticed  by  their'several  commanders  for  good 
<;onduct  in  the  several  engagements  : 

•  ■     ,      • 

Kershaw's  Biugade. 

General  Kershaw  mentions  Colonel  Ilennegan,  eighth  South  Car- 
-olina  regiment;  Colonel  Kennedy,  second  ^'outh  Carolina;-  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Goodwyn,   wounded,   second   South  Carolina;  Major 
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Gaillard,  second  South  Carolina  ;*CoIonel  Nance,  third  South  Caro- 
lina ;  Major  Rutherford,  third  South  Carolina;  Colonel  Aiken, 
seventh  South  Carolina  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bland,  wounded, 
seventh  South  Carolina  ;  Captain  Kemper,  Kemper's  battery;  Ser- 
geant Harley,  color-hearer  se(?ond •South 'Carolina  ;  Corporal  Blakely, 
third  South  Carolina.  Staff — Captain  C.- R.  Holmes,  A.  A.  G. ; 
Lieutenant  A.  E.  Dohv,  A.  D.  C. ;  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Dwight,  A.  A. 
L  G.  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  MyeVs,  A.  A.  D.  C. 

Colonel  Ilennegan,  eighth  South  Carolina,  mentions  jNIajor  McLeod. 

Colonel  Nanco,  third  South  Carolina,  mentions  Captain  D.  M.  S. 
Langston",  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  IL  C.  Johnson,  third  Alabama, 
acting  voluntarily. 

Colonel  Aiken,  seventh  South  Carolina,  mentions  Adjutant  Childs 
and  §ergeant  Major*StaHworth. 

Semmes*  Brigade. 

General  Semmes  mentions  Colonel  Cumming,  tenth  Georgia,  and 
Captain  Holt;  Colonel  Hunt,  fifth  Louisiana;  Colonel  August, 
^fteenth  Virginia,  wounded ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Waggerraan,  tenth 
Louisiana,  wounded.  Lieutenant  Benning,  Georgia  regulars,  reported 
to  General  Semmes  on  the  field.  St^aff-^Captain  Clemens,  A.  A.  G.; 
Captain  Brigga,  A,  D.  C,  wounded;  Lieutenants  Cody  and  Redd, 
volunteer  aids-de-carap. 

The  enemy  left  something  over  five  hundred  dead  on  the  field — five 
hundred  and  twenty,  as  reported  by  an  officer  left  to  bury  our  dead. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  arms  taken  at  Shirley  by 
Colonel  Nance,  of  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment.  The  notice  of 
their  being  at  that  place  was  given  me  by  Major  General  D.  H.  Hilh 
Hundreds  of  muskets  were  collected  by  the  different  brigades,  and  by 
my  quartermaster  and  ordnance  gfficer,  of  which  no  account  was  made. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  McLAWS,  Major  General. 


I  submit  herewith — 

1.  General  J.  B.  Kershaw's  report  of  the  operations  of  his  brigade 
from  the  26th  of  June  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  inclusive. 

2.  Report  of  the  operations  of  tlie  eighth  South  Carolina  regiment 
from  the  25th  June  to  the  2nd  July,  inclusive. 

3.  Report  of  tlie  operations  of  the  second  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers  in  the  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

4.<lieport  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  2!)th  June. 

5-0.  Report  of  the  operations  of  the  third  South  Carolina'regiment 
on -the' 29th  instant. 

7',  -Report  of  Captain  Kemper  of  the  operations  of  his  batteries  on 
the  "SOlh  ultimo.  * 
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8.  Report  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  from  the  25th 
to  the  29th  July,  inclusive  « 

9.  Report  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  in  their   engagement  of 
the  5th  instant.  . 

10.  Report  of  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment  of  the  operatrons 
on  the  1st  July. 

11.  Report  of  Colonel  Nance  concerning  arms  captured  at_  Shir- 
ley— nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  muskets. 

12.  Report  of  Brifi;adier  General  Serames  of  the  operations  of  his 
command  at  Savage  Station,  29th  June,  18G2, 

13.  Report  of  Brigadier  General  Semmes  of  the  engagement  on 
the  Ist  July,  at  Crew's  farm. 

Respectfully, 

T.  McLAWS,  Major    GenerpL 


BRIGADIER  GENERAL  I\  11.  JONES'  RKPORT    OF  DIVIS- 
ION UNDt^R  HIS  COMMAND. 

IIeapquartkus.I).    R.  Jonf.s'   DivfSfvON,  ^ 
,hdi/  28M;,    1862.  % 

To  Captain  A.  G.  Dickinson,'  '    • 

,A.  A.   Gemral ;  . 

^  •  .  Mb 

SrR>  Pursuant  to  instructions,.  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  raovemcntB  an:l  engagements  of  the  divisiou 
.under  my  commanti,  from  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  June  to  the 
|ermination  of  the  Ist-of  July: 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  ultimn,  the  tV»ird  brigade.  Colonel  G'. 
T.  Anderson  corr.manding,  occupied  the  works  around  Mrs.  Price's 
house.  The  first  brigade,,  Brigadier  General  Toombs  comma-ading, 
was  stationed  in  rear  and  east  of  Mr.  James  Garnott's  house.  These 
»positions  have  boen  held  continuously  since  the  3rd  or  4!;h  of  Juno, 
and  that  around  Mrs.  Price's  house  strongly  fortified  by  my  commana, 
under  a  daily  harassijig  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 

Early  on  the  27th  ultimo,  it  vras  observed  that  'the  enemy  .had 
.pushed  his  picket  line,  into  the  wheat  field  in  front  of  Mr.  James 
■Garnett's  house,  and  was'  constructing  a  line  of  I'iflepits,  extending 
•from  the  old  chimnics  towards  the  gate-posts,  in  the  further  corner  of 
the  field.  On  hi,s  right  he  had  a  Strong  lino  of  pickets  thrown  out  a 
few  yards  in'adv.incc  of  his  regiments  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  imme- 
diately in  front  of  (leneral  Toombs'  right  yegiment,  then  posted  in  a. 
ravine  east  of  the  Garnett  house.  The  nature  of  the  position  brought 
thfe  opposing  lines  in  such  close'  contiguity  that  neither  could  advance 
tlieir  pickets  more  than  a' few  yards  from  the  mi-in  body.  Both  posi- 
tions w;re  strong  for  dc^fence,  but  an  ndvance  from  either  was  h.izard-' 
■ous  in  the  extreme.  The  disposition  of  the  enemy,  as  above  indiciitedj 
■was  made  known  to  Major  General  Mugruder,  who  directed  me  in  the 
forenoon  to  send  (wo  twelve-pouiid  howitzers,  of  Brown's  ~l).ittery, 
with  a  regiment  of  Anderson's  brigade,  as  a  support,  to  the  overseer's 
house,  equi-distant  from  Doctor  and  Mr.  James  Garnett's,  and 
to  send  two  other  regiments  of  the  same  brigade,  as  a  support  to  two 
howitzers,  which  he  ha^  instructed  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  Chief  of 
Artillery,  to  post  on  the  left  of  the  Nine-mile  road.*  This  being  done, 
the  artillery  was  ordered  to  open  upon  the  enemy  wherever  seen.  Ilia 
workiiixr  parties  were  driven  in  and  his  supporting  troops  retired  from 
view.  Pbe  enemy  opened  a  terrible  artillery  fire  from  his  batteries 
on  the  right  of  the  Golding  house  The  rcft  of  Brown's  battery, 
(two  sm^oth-bore  six-pounders,)  and  Line's  bafctery,  of  six  gun3,  wor» 
sent  to  Brown's  assistance,  and  the  fire  was  kept  up  vigorously  fo» 
about  twenty  minutes  longer,  when  the  pieces  were  withdrasvn  by 
Xieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  agreeably  to  instructions.  In  the  afternoon, 
from  the  top  of  Mrs.  Price's,  I  saw  the  enemy. drawn  up'  \\v  greal 
force,  across  the  Chic^ahominy,  ready  to  meet  the  steadily  advancing" 
lines  of  General  Longstreet's  command.     So  soon  as  the  engagement 
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beg.'iri,  I  dirjicled  Captain  Dabnev  to  open  with  Ris^ heavy  buttery  of 
Sai  cLJj  ly-two-pouhder  Parrott  gun,    kiio-\yn   as    '"Long  Tom  ;"'  and 
one  cigli teen-pounder*  riiled  gun,  upon  the  enemy's  left  flank.     Not- 
vitbstamling   tbe    necee^ty    of  inflicating    the    direction    and    rapgo 
fron}  the  liousctGp,  this   fire  ^\as  continued    with   the    happiest  effect 
uctii  nightfall.     It  has  since  been  reported  to  \i}e  that  an  officer  cap- 
tared  from  one  of  the  eneiay'^^  batteries,  stated  that  the  fire  from  these 
guns  was  most  disastrous.  Early  in  the  afternoon,  Major  Gen.  Magru- 
dcr  r.^tifie.l  me  of  his  intention  to.  feel  the,  eneiny   along  his   entire 
front  ai.d  directed  me  to  issue  th§   nec68sary  orders  to  my  command. 
Near  sunset  he  further  directed  me  to  send  another   regiment  of  An- 
derKCii'i"  brigade   to  support  tlie   two  guns  place  '  in   position  in  the 
forenoon,  on  the  left  of  the  Nine-raile  road.     The  fire  on  my  right  wa% 
to  be  the  signal  for  commenciiig  ihc  demonstration.     This  order  was 
comnjuiiicated  to  Colonel  Anderson  v'er'oally,  but. the  pickets  of  Gen-* 
eral  Toombs  being  in    the  immediate   vicinity  of  the  enemy,  and  be- 
lieving a  serious  engagement  with  his   brigade  would  be  the  result  of 
this  tnovement,  I  deemed  it  best  to  issue   to. him    the  fojlowing  order. 
iik  writing,  first  submi.tting  it  to  General  Magruder,  who  approved  it : 
<*The  divisions  to  your  right  have  bee^  ordcre^i  by  Ueneral  Magrii- 
der  t.o  feel  the  enemy  in  their  front  with  strong  pickets,  and  to  follow 
up,  to  the  utmost,   any  advantage  which    may  offer   or  success  which 
may  2:.;-.ue.     You  are  ordered  to  do  the  sam'e,  taking  as  your  signal 
for  advance  the  commencement  of  the  movement  on  your  right." 
.  .Shortly  before  sunset,  Lane's  and   Woolfolk's  ,batteries   being  sta- 
tioned^ near  and  in    front  of  tho  overseer's  house,  opened  a  brisk  fire 
on  the  enemy  for  souje  minutes,  dr:tv?ing  up  m    themselves  so  heavy  vt, 
fire  from  the  etiemy's  well  protocted  batteries-,  that  they  were  compelled' 
to  withdraw,  not,  however,  until  the  ehemy.  in  their  camps  had  suffered 
severely,  as  was  afterwards  ascertained.     The  expected  signal — firing 
on  the  right — being  given   shortly  after,   General   Toombs    advanced 
seve'a  compa-oies  of  the  second  Cieorgia  regiment  towards  th^enemy's 
position  ;  but  before  these  could   be  deployed,  they   were   met  with  a 
heavy  front  and  flank  fire  from  several  regiments   *  Unshaken  by  the 
odds  before  them,  these   companies  gallantly  held  their  ground  and 
replied  v.'ith  vigor.     The  fifteenth  Ge;)rgia  KegimentJ  led  by  the  intre- 
pid, but  now  lamented,  Mclntotdi,  lushed  promptly  to  the  support,  and 
the  fight  v/as   maintained  with  energy,  until  tjie  enemy's  advance  was 
checked  and  driven  back,  and  his  firing  had  entirelj'  ceased. 

The  two  regiment? — ninth  Georgia,  Colonel  Turnipsecd,'and  first 
Geoigia  regulars,  Colonel  Magill — Jetached  by  General  Ma'^-a^ers 
order,  in  the  forenoon,  advanced  into  the  v,oodg  on  the  left'of  the 
Nine-mile  road,  throwing  out  skirmishers, .and  meeting  a  regiment  of 
the  enemy.  This  gallant  body  of  skirmishers  drove  the  enefny  from 
his  position  through  his  bivouac,  capturing  knajisacks  and  canteens, 
&c.,  and  only  halted  when  .they  found  themselves  under  the  direct  firo 
of  tl+e  enemj's  batteries  and  beyond  the  support  of  our  lines  on  tho 
right,  They  then  retired  on  the  main  body,  which  reta:ined  its  posi- 
tion under  shelter  of  the  woods,  until  withdrawn  at  midnight  by 
General  Magruder's  order.  Saturday,  June  28th. 
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Goin^  to  General  Magruder's  quarters  and  faiUng  to  see  him,  I 
despatched 'Captain  Latrobe,  of  my  staff,  to  communicate  with  General 
Lee,  requesting  him  to  assist  in  a  contcmplateti  attack  on  the  enemy 
in  my  front,  by  phiting  a  battciy  of  long-range  guns,  so  as  to  enfilade 
hig  poHitlon  from  across  the  'Jhickahominy.  Convinceii,  from  ir.forma- 
tion  received,  and  from  a  personal  reconnoisancc,  that  the  enemy  were 
about  to  evacuate,  I  directed  fire  of  the  long-range  guns  attached  to 
my  command,  to  open  fire  from  the  Ne^^f  Cri<lge  road,  on  the  enemy, 
•fortified  at  and  near  Cohjing's  house.  General  Toombs  being  in  ad- 
vance, I  directed  him  to  take  advantage  of  ai\y  positive  retreat  of  the 
en"cn>y,  by  the  occupation,  with  .his  left  flank*  of  the  redoubt  at  Hold- 
ing's, opening  therefrom  upon  the  retreating  foe.  Having  ordered 
Bfowu'.s  and  Moody's  batteries  into  position  near' the  overseer's  house, 
and  made  the  necessary  dispositions  of  my  command,  1  weni.'.o  the 
batteries  on  the  road- to  direct  their  fire  and  watch  its  "effect. 

Observing  that  the  enemy  retreated  in  disorder  from  our  fire,  I 
despatched  Captain  Thurston,  of  my  staff,  to  notify  General  Toombs 
of  this  fact,  and  .to  order  JBrown's  and  Moody's  batteries  to  open  upon 
the  enemy's  line  to  his  (Toombs')  right-,  and  went  myself  to  commu- 
nicate with  General  Magruder.  On  m}'  way  .to  whom,  Captain  Thurs- 
ton reported  to  mo,  that,  ,upon  delivering  my  message  to  General 
Toombs,  he  had  been  sent  by  him  to  order  Colonel  Anderson  to  rd- 
vance  to  the'attacl^,  relying  upon  him  (Toombs)  for  support;  that 
Colonel  Anderson  ha<l«at  once  ordered  forv\'ard  the  seventh  and  eighth 
Georgia  regiments.  Upon  hearing  this,  and  meeting  General  ]\Iagru- 
der,  1  reported  it  to  him,  vvlio,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  Gene- 
ral Lee,  just  feceived  through. Captain' Litrobe,  directed  me  to  coun- 
termand the  movement  at  once.  I  despatched  Captain  FoM,  of  my 
staff,  with  this  order,  but  not  in'time  to  stop'  the  engagement,  Avhich 
had  already  begun.  ^  "  " 

The  seventh  and  eighth  regiments,  with  that  impetuous  valor  ex- 
hibited on  other  fields,  advanced  rapidly  on  the  enemy  facing  a  hail 
of  grape,  cannister.and  musketry,  and  driving  him  from  his.entrench-' 
raents  to  the  edge  of  the  "Labor-in-rain"  swamp.  Just  then,  as  Gen- 
eral Toombs  had  ordered  his  regiraent.s  to  advance  in  support,  the 
order  of  recall  was  received,  and  the  seventh  and  eighth  were  witb- 
drawn  with  much  loss  ;.  leaving  the  chivalrous  Lamar  dangerously 
wounded  on  the  field.     (See  Anderson's  report.)  "  '      ' 

•Sunday,  June  20th,  obedient  to  orders  from  General  Magrdder,  I 
advanced  acrostf  the "J;abor-in- vain  swamp  through  the  camps  lately 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Fair  Oaks  Station. 
Discovering  there  that  the  onomy's  picketsWere  a  short  distance  in 
front,  I  dhrected  Colonel  Anderson  to  advance  the  first  Georgia  regu- 
lars, deployed  as  skirmishers,  putting  the  remainder  of  his  command 
in  line  of  battlcf,  instructing  General  Toombs  to  form' his  line  on  the 
left,  rear  of  Colonel  Anderson,  and  so  placing  the  two  brigades  in 
echelon*  Meanwhile  the  first  Georgia  regulars  having  advanced  about 
four  hundred  yards,  came  upon  the  enemy's  picket  line,  and  drove  it 
l)ack  to  the  main  holy  of  his  rear  guard,  which  was  in  position,  Avith 
Bcveral  pieces  of  artillery,  in  a  field  beyond.     Finding  my  command 
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in  advance  of  Gefvex'al  Magruder's  uivision,  which  was  to  mov^  on  my 
right,  and  without  support  on  my  left,  General  Jackson  not  having 
croFsed  ihe  C.hickahominy,  I  halted  rny  command,  and  directed  H;irt'R 
battery,  attached  to  Anderson's  brigade,  and  Moody's  battery,  attached 
to  Toombs'  brigade,  to  reply  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  My  skirmishers 
meanwhile  keeping  up  a  brisk  exchange  of  fire.  This  was  continued 
until  he  withdrew.  • 

On  notification  from  GenerM  Magruder,  I  advanced  until  my  left 
had  passed  Mickly's  farm,  and  my  right  had  come  in  view  of  the 
enemy  at  Suvage  Station,  M'hen  Colonel  Anderson,  by  my  order, 
opened  with  his  artillery,  to  wit :  two  pie.cjs  of  Hart's  battery,  •com- 
pelling the  retreat  out  of  view  of  the  enemy's  infantry. 

The  engagement  beginning  en  the  right,  about  this  time,  I  caused 
Colonel  Anderson  to  change  front  to  the  right,  so  as  to  take  the  enemy 
in  flank  and  rear,  should  he  advance  on  General  Cobb's  position, 
5?carcely  had  this  disposition  been  made,  when  orders  \vere  received 
from  General  Magruder,  through  Lieutenant  Bryan,  a  member  of  his 
staff,  *to  fall  back  to  the  railroad  bridge  with  my  whole  command,  to 
support  the  right  of  his  line.  ■  Two  guides  were  sent  at  the  same  time 
to  conduct  me  to  the  position  designated.  This  order  I  obeyed,  but 
failing  to  find  General  Magruder,  my  men  were  bivouacked  near  the 
road  in  a  drenching  rain,  about  teu  o'clock,  P.  M. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  of  this  days'  operation^  wjth6ut  express- 
ing my  very  great  satisffiption  with  the  admirahle.  manner  with  which 
the  first  Georgia  regulars  acquitted  itself  of  the  arduous  duties  assigned 
it.  l>eploycdin  full,  as  skirmishers,  nearly  the  whole  day,  in  advance 
of  the  entire  division,  it  preseA'ed  its  alignroents  through  woods  and 
over  every  obstacle,  and  when  in  imniediate  conflict  with  the  enemy, 
behaved  with  a  steadiness  and  coolness,  which  exhibited  the  excellency 
of  its  dipc!pline,"thc  efficiency  of  its  oificora,  and  the'  courage  of  the 
men  composing  it. 

Monday,  June  30th,  at  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  according  to  orders,  I 
marched  with  my  command  to  General  Longstreet's  position,  beyond 
New  Market,  on  the  Darbytown  road,  a  march  of  over  eighteen  hours 
duration,  reaching  and  occupying  the  field  of  Monday's,  battles  with 
nay  exhausted  troops,  between  two  and  three  o'clock,  A,  M..,  of  Tues- 
day, July  first. 

About  seven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  by  direction  of  General  Magruder,  ray 
commrfnd,  in  conjunction  with  other-  troops,  advancwl  as  far  as  the 
Willis  church  road,  where  many  prisoners  were  captured.  In  obe- 
dience to  orders,  about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  ray  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  this  position,  marched  back  on  the  Darbytown  road  some  thrjee 
or  four  miles,  counter-marched,  and  finally  halted  some  tw6  miles  in 
rear  of  the  position  occupied  in  the  morning.  J^etween  two  and  three 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  under  orders  from  Major  General  Longstreet,  Colonel 
Anderson's  brigade  was  placed  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  road 
leading  to  Crews  farm,  and  immediately  in  rear  of  the  positioYi  occu- 
pied b_y  General  Cobb.  General  Toomb?  was"  stationed  to  the  right 
and  rear  of  Colonel  Anderson.  In  an  hour  or  two,  under  orders  from 
General  Magruder,  sent  through  Captain  Coward,  of  my  staff,  Colonel 
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Anderson  was  advanced  to  tte  position  of  General  Cobb,  who  had  just 
gone  to  the  support  of  General  Armistead — General  Toombs  occu- 
py ing  Colonel  Anderson's  position.  Hardly  was  this  change  made, 
when  Anderson  was  ordered  by  General  Magruder  to  the  support  of 
General  Cobb.  -Having  no  instructions  to  the  contrary,  Colonel  An- 
derson advanced  upon  the  frojjt  occupied  by  General  Cobb  over  broken 
ground,  and  into  a  dense  swamp.  Under  orders  from  General  Magru- 
der and  direction  of  Captain  Coward,  the  brigacle  changed  front  to  the 
left,  and  advanced  in  line-of-battle  through  the  swamp,  followed  (Jlosely 
by  that  of  General  Toombs,  who  tooi  position  upoa  his -(Anderson's) 
left,  and,  under  repeated  orders  from  General  Magruder,  both  bri- 
gades wore  hurried  through  the  swamp,  the  difficulties  of  which,  or 
the  fearful  fire  of  the  enemy,  cannot  be  exaggerated.  Owing  to  lesa 
distance.  General  Toombs  reached  the  plateau  first,  and  advanced 
directly  towards  the  enemy's  batteries  in  open  view,  some  six  or  se'ven 
hundred  yards  ahead,  and  slightly  to  the  left.  To  that  point  every 
thing  tended,  my  own  command,  as  well  as  others  already  on  the  field, 
soon  bringing  thedifferent  troops  in  contact ;  and,  \ir:der  the.  terrific  fire 
'of  the  enemy,  partial  confusion  ensued,  to  avoid  which,  an'd  erroneously 
thinking  I  had  so  ordered  it,  Toombs'  brigade  obliqued  lo  the  loft, 
crossed  the  road,  getting  out  of  my  control.  ThesQ  movements  had 
been  made  under  a  murderous  fire,  which  these  brave  troops  endured 
without  the  opporttinity  of  returning  a  shot.  For  the  further  move- 
ments of  this  brigade  1  have  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  General 
Toombs  herewith  enclosed.  Colonel  Anderson  coming  up  in  lin6 
with,  and  to  the  right  of,  ^General  Toombs,  struck  the  ridge  at  a  point 
where  it  foil  rapidly  away  from  his  front  towards  the  right^  ct^using 
the  two  regiments  on  his  left  to  mount  the  ridge^  while  the  balance  of 
his  brigade  was  in  the  bottom.  To  remedy  this, -and  to  advance  with 
Jiis  whole  command  in  line,  he  halted  and  retired  the  two  regiments 
in.  advance,  so  as  to 'bring  his  brigade  parallel  with  the  edge  of  tjio 
plateau.  Before  this  change  of  front  was  completed,  three  of  his 
regiments  mistaking  some  order  for  that  to  advance,  rushed  forward, 
coming  under  a  deadly  cross  fire  of  artillery,  and  sulfering  severe  loss. 
Night  had  now  closed  in,  and  convinced  that  further  attempts  would 
be  unavailing,  this  command  was  kept  under  the  crest,  in  -order  to 
repel  any  advance  of  the  "enemy.  Remaining  in  this  position  until 
about  eleven  o'clock,  and  there  being  no  water  convenient  to  the  men, 
in  the  absence  of  other  instructions,  I  withdrew  the  command  to  the 
position  occupied  previous  to  thccommenccment  of  the  action. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to' the  brave 
and  so'die'rly  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command.  Es- 
pecially are  my  thanks  due  for  prompt,  cheerful  and  efficient  servico, 
to  the  members  of  my  staff.  Captain  Coward,  A.  A.  General,  who  r«i- 
dered  valuable  assistance  to  me  throughout  and  in  Tuesday's  battle, 
most  gallantly  went  into  Action  in  leaii  Captain  Latrobe,  A.  A.  and 
I.  General,  Captain  Ford,  aid-de-camp,  and  Captains  Thurston  and 
Jones,  volunteer  aids,  the  former,  (Captain  Thurston,)  in  charge  of 
ordnance  trains,  displayed  courage  and  coolness,  Captain  Ford^  accom- 
panying   a   portion  of    my  command   in   the   charge,  on  Tuesday. 
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Lientenant  Campbell,  engineer  officer,  attacheil  to  nay  staif,  superin- 
tcnflod  the  construction  of  the  works  around  Mrs.  Price's  house,  Was 
indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of 'his-  duties,-  accoicpaaying  Toombs' 
brigade  in  its  charge  on  Tuesday.  Mnjor  Garrett,  my  chief  of  artil- 
lery, was  most  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  important  duties. 
Captain  DeSaigle,Avhen  not  necessarily  absent  in  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  division  quartermaster,  was  of  much  service  to  me  as  an  aid. 

Major  Haskell,  division  commissary,  volunteered,  with  Captain 
Latrob'e,  to  carry  to  General  Longstreet,  acros?  the  Chickahominy, 
information  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  on  Friday  the  27th  ;  remain- 
ing v/ith  that  General,  at  his  suggestion,,he  fell  dangerously  wounded 
while  leading  a  regiment  to  the  charge.  ' 

Surgeon  Barksdale,  division  surgeon,  far  the  prompt  and  efficient 
management  of  all  pertaining  to  his  department,  deserves  all  praise. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  as  follows  :  ■ 

In  infantry — killed  101);  wounded  G97  ;  missing  21. 

In  artillery — killed  3  ;  wounded- 11. 

For  a  detailed  list  of  casualties,  I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  report. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain,  * 

Your  obedient  servant, 

.        D.  11.  JONES, 
Brigadier  General  comraanding. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL  OF*  BATTLES  AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

Headcjuarters  Light  Division.  March  5,  lfc63. 

Brigadier  General  R.  II.  Chilton,  .  . 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

General  :  I  send  you  ray  report  of  the  battles  cf  the  Chickahominy , 
with  an  apology  for  so  long  delaying  it.  The  report  of  Geneiul 
Gregg  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  yet,  but  will. have  it  in  ^x  day  or 
two,  when  1  ^ill  send  it  up. 

Respectfully, 

A.  P.  HILL,  Major  Geiicral. 


*  Headquarters  Light  Division,  >    . 

Camjp  Gregg,  February  28,  18G3.       ) 

Brigadier  General  R.  II.  Chilton, 

Adjuianb'and  luspecto^  General,  Arwy  of  Norihern  Virginia: 

General;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  light  division  in  the  battles  of  the  Chickahomitiy  : 

In  obedience  to  orders' received  from  the  General  commanding,  on 
Weilne^ulay  night,  the  2oih  of  June,  I  concentrated  my  division  near 
the  Meadow  Bridge,  viz  :  the  brigades'of  J.  R.  Anderson,  Gregg, 
Field,  Pender  and  Archer — the  brigade  of  General  Branch  having 
been  directed  to  move  to  the  bridge  some  seven  miles  above,  where 
the  Broiike  turnpike  crosses  the  Chickahominy  ;  the  batteries  of  Brax- 
ton, Andrews,  I'egram,  Crenshaw,  Mcintosh,  Bachman  and  Jolinson, 
with  live  extra  horses  to  each  gun — Johnson's  battery  accompanied 
Branch — in  s^W,  about  fourteen  thousand  men.  The  brigarics  and 
batteries  were  entirely  concealed  from  the  view  of  the  entuiy.  My 
orders  were,  that  General  Jackson,  moving  down  from"  Ashland,  would 
inform  General  Branch  cf  his  near  approach.  As  soon  as  Jackson 
iirossed  the  Central  railroad,  Branch  was  to  cross  the  Chickahominy, 
and,  taking  the  river  road,  push  on  and  clear  the  Meadow  bridge.  This 
done,  i  was  to  cross  at  Meadow  bridge,  and,  sweeping  down  to  Me- 
uhanicsville,  to  open  the  way  for  General  Longstreet.  It  was  expected 
that  General  Jackson  would  be  in  the  position  assigned  him  at  *•  early 
dawn,"  and  all  my  preparations  wer^  made  with  a  view  of  moving 
early.  General  Branch  did  not,  however,  receive  intelligence  from 
General  Jackson  until  about  ten  o'clock,  when  he  immediately  crossed 
and  proceeded  to  carry  out  his  instruction^.  He  was  delayed  by  the 
enemy's  skirjaishers,  and  advanced  but  slowly.  Three  o'clock  having 
arrived,  and  no  intelligence  from  Jackson  or  Branch,  I  determined  to 
cross  at  once,  rather  than  hazard  the  failure  of  the  whole  plan  by 
longer  deferring  it.     General  Field,  already  selected  for  the  advance, 
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being  in  readiness,  seized  the  bridge,  and  the  fortieth  Virginia, 
Colonel  Brockenbrougb,  leading,  his  brigade  prised  over,  meeting 
but  slight  opposition,  the  enemy  falling  back  to  Mechanjcsville.  'The 
division  being  safely  oyer,  Anderson  arid  Archer  followed.  Field*, 
Gregg  and  Pender,  turned  sliort  to  the  right,  and  moved  through  the 
fieldd,  to  co-operate  on  the  right  ofthe  first  column. 

Beavef  Dam  creek  curves  around  Mechanicsville,  the  high  banks 
being  on  the  north  side,  and  m  possessioii  of  the  enemy..  This  naturally 
strong  line  ftf  defence  had  been  made  very  much  stronger  by  rifle-pits 
and  earthen  epaulements  for  guns.  The  enemy  opened  a  concentrated 
fire  of  artillery  on  ihe  h(jad  of  FieUi's  column,  who,  throwing  his 
brigade  ^nto  line  of  battle,  with  Pegram  in  the  centre,  steadily  ad- 
vancing, *  drove  the  enemy  from  Mechanicsville.  Anderson  wa3 
ordered  to  make  a  flank  movement  to  the  left,  and  take  in  reverse  a 
battery  which  was  spiteful  in  its  activity,  while  Mcintosh  was  sent 
forward  to  attract  its  attention,  and  keep  it  employed.  Archer  was 
moved  up  to  the  support  of  field,  and  formed  in  line  on  his  (Field's)  left, 
with  his  own  left  resting  on  the  turnpike — Braxton  berng  sent  to  the 
jissistance  of  Mcintosh.  Gregg  and  Pender  approached  the  villag*^ 
in  "Jiue  of  battle,  over  the  hills  and  open  fields,  from  the  direction  of 
the  road.  Field  having  driven  -the  enom}''  from  the  village  and  its 
surroundings,  across  Beaver  Dam  cre«k.to  his  stronghold,  Pender  was 
ordered  to  support  these  brigades  already  engaged,  and  to  take -posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  Field.  This  was  gallantly  done,  in  the  face  of  a 
murderous  fire.  Andrews  galloped  up  to  the  Assistance  of  Pegrara. 
The  battle  now  raged  furiously  along  my  whole  line.  The  artillery 
fire  from  the  enemy  was  terrific,  '^'hcir  positions  along  Be;iver  Dam 
creek  was  too  strong  to  be 'earned  by  a  direct  attack,  w'ithcut  heavy 
loss;  and  expecting  every  morrent  to  hear  Jackson's  guns  on  my  left 
and  in  rear  of  the  jnfray,  I  forbore  to' order  the  storming  of  their 
lines.  General  Branch  having  come  up,  was  ordered  forward  as  a 
support  to  the  brigades  already  engaged,  and  Johnson's  battery  took 
pos;tion  near  Mcintosh  and  Bra^^itori.  Gregg  was  held  in  reserve 
near  Mechanicsville.  The  thirty-ei'ghth  North  CarX)lina,  Colonel 
Hoke,  and  the  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Riddick,  of 
Pender's  briga'de,  made  a  gallant  but  abortive  atteinpt  to  force  a 
Qros.sing.  Meeting  General  Ripley,  who  had  crossed  his  brigade  at 
the  Mechanicsville  bridge,  I  retjucsted  him  to  turn' the  enemy's  left 
lower  down  the -creek.  This  was  gallantly  attempted,  but  failed,  and 
with  heavy- loss.  Anderson,  with  the  thirty-fifth  Georgia,  Colonel 
E.  L.  Thomas,  leading,  had  moved  as  heretofore  directed,  Jind  en- 
counterir,g  the  enemy,  drove  them  back;  and  Colonel  Thomas,  with 
his  regiment,  crossed  the  creek;,  and  gained  an  admirable  position  for 
charging  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  fourteenth  Georgia,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Folsorae,  pushed  forward  to  his  support,  but  Lieutenant' 
Colonel  Folsome  being  stricken  down,  the  regiment  lost  his  gallant 
leading,  and  but  fe-w  crossed.  Colonel  Thomas  held  his-own  until  the 
battle  closed,  when  he  withdrew,  stnd  joined  1«3  bridgade  on  the  south 
side  of  the  creek.  The  battle  ceased  about  nine  o'clock,  my  brigade 
•  reB'.iflig   along    th.c  creek,  the  object   of  this    cttriclc,  ray  f^'^sring  the 
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tray  far  Longstre^,  having  boen,justly  accamplished.  .  It  was,  never 
contemplated  that  my  division  alone  should  have  sustained  the  shock 
of  this  battle;  but  suoh  was  the  cage,  and  the  only  assistance  received 
was  from  Ripley.  Lieutenant  Colonel  JohnsoQ,  commanding  nine- 
teenth Georgia,  and  Major  Bronaugh,  Park  battalion,  were  lulled, 
and  Colon^ils  Starke,  Connor,  .Iloke',  Thomas,  A.  J.  Lane,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Folsorne  and  Captain  Vandigraff,  commanding  fifth 
Alabama  battalion,  wounded. 

Cold  Harror. 

The  morning  of  the  27th,  before  dawn,  the  enemy  again  opened  a 
rapid  fire  of  artillery,  it  being  directed  principally  to  the  village  of 
Mechanicsville.  My  division  was  directly  under  arms.  This  shelling 
having  continued  some  hour  or  more,  I  was  directed  by  G'eneral  Lee 
to  take  the  route  to  Gaines'  Mill.  Gregg's  brigade  was  put  in  ad- 
vance. It  was  goon  found  that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  his  lines 
along  Beaver  Dam  creek,  two  companies  from  Gregg's  brigade  having 
handsomel}'  dashed  across  and  cleared  the  pits  of  the  few  men  left  as 
a.blind.  The  evidences  of  precipitate  retreat  were  palpable  all  along 
the  route.  Arriving  at?  the  creek,  upon  which  Gaines'  Mill  isjocated, 
half  mile  from  Cold  Harbor,  the  enemy  were  discovered  upon  the 
opposite  bank.  Gregg's  brg:^de  was  at  once  thrown  in  line  of  battle, 
and  the  skirmishers  directed  to  effect  a  lodgment.  Andrews'  battery 
was  brought  up,  and  the  woods  .opposite  vigorously  shelled.  The 
8kirmishers,  rushing  forward,  cleared  the  crossing,  and  Gregg  imme- 
diately filed  his  brigade. across,  forming  line  .successively  as  each  regi- 
ment crossed.  His  whole  brigade  being  over,  he  made  the  handsomest 
charge,  in  line,  I  have  seen  during^the  war.  The  enemy  were  pressed, 
and  the  General  "sent  me  word  that  he  had  brought  the  enemy  to  bay, 
and  that  they  were  in  force  in  hi  front,  and  requested  periViission'to 
attack,  This  was  refused,  however,  and  he  was  directed  to  await 
orders  from  me.  Branch  was  ordered  up  and  formed  on  Gregg's 
right.  Pender  having  cleared  my  right  flank,  to  which  service  tie 
had  been  assigned.  Archer  was  sent  to  relieve  him,  thus  putting  hitb-, 
(Archer,)  on  my  extreme  right.  Anderson  was  formed  on  Branch's- 
riglxt  and  Field  again  on  his  right,  and  connecting  with  Arc  -er. 
Ctenshaw  and  Johnson  were  brou^rht  into  battery  on  the  left  of  the 
road  rnd  in  rear'qf  Gregg's  line,  I  had  delayed  the  attack  until  I 
could  bear  from  General  Longstrcet,  and,  this  now  occurring,  tho 
order  was  given.  This  was  about  half-past  two,  P.  M,  Gregg,  then 
Branch  and  theii  Anderson,  successively,  became  engaged.  The 
incessant,  roar  ot  musketry  and  deep  thunder  of  the  artillery,  told 
that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was  in  my  front,  l^ranch  becoming 
hard  pressed,  Pender  was  sent  to  his  relief.  Field  and  Archer  were 
also  directed  to  do  their  part  in  this  murderous  contest.  Braxton's 
artillery,  accompanying  Archer,  had  already  opened.  They  were  or- 
dered to  turn  the  enemy's  left.  These  two  brigades,  under  their  heroic 
leaders,  moving  across  the  open  fieljl  met  the  enemy  behind  an  abattis 
and  strong  en trer»<;hm or-*  i*  tbq  ba.^c  of  r.  !ong  wooded  hill,  the  enertv 
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being.in  threp  lines  on  the  side  of , this  declivity,  i-ts  crest  falling  off 

into  a  plateau   and   this   plaieau   stud<led  with   gang.      Mj  front  now 

presented  a  curved  line,  its  convexity  towards  the  enemy.     Desperate 

but  unavailing  attempts  were  made  to  force  the  enemy's  position.   The 

fourreenth  South   Carolinp,,  Colonel   McGowan,   (having  hurried  up 

from  picket  dutv  on  the  other  shh  of  the  Chicknhominy,  aud  arriving 

in  the  thick  of  the  fight.)  on   the   extreme    left,  mudc   several   daring 

charges.'      The    sixteenth    Korth    Carolina,    Colonel     MeElroy,    and 

tweiity-second.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gray,  at  one  tiine%jarried  the  crest 

of  the  hlH,  and  were  in  the  enemy's  camp,  but  were  dj-iven  back  by 

overwhelming  numbers.     The  thirty-fifth   Georgi;i,  Colonel  Thomas, 

alsi»  drove  through  the  enemy's  Hues  like  a  wedge,  but  it  was  all  of  no 

avail.'.  Gregg  and  Branch  fought  with  varying  success,  Gregg  having 

bofpre  him    the    vaunted   Zouaves   and    Sykes'   regulars.      Pender's 

brigade  was  suflferring  heavily,* but  stubbornly  held  its  own.     Field 

»n<l  Archer  met  a  withering  storm  of  bullets,  but  pressed  on  to  within 

a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's  works,  but   the   storm  was  too  fierce 

for  8"iich  a  handful  ot  men.     They  recoiled  and  were  again  pressed  to 

the  charge,  but  with  no  better  success.   These   brave  men  had  done  all 

that  any  brave  soldiers  could  do.   Directing  their  men  to  lie  down,  tjio 

fight    was    continued,    and    help    awaited.      From    having    been    the 

attacking  1   now  became  the   attacked,  but   stubbornly,   gallantly  was 

the  ground  held.    My  division  was  thus  engaged  full  two  hours  before 

a3sit>ta.ice  was  received.      We  failed   to   carry  the   entiny's   lines,  but 

we  paved  the  way  for  the  successful  attack  afierwaids,  and  in  which 

attacks  it  was  necessary  to   employ  the  whole   of  our. army  that  side 

the  Chickahominy.      About   four  o'chck,  reijifoicements  caroe  up  on 

my  light  irom  Geijoral   Longstreet,  and   hfer,  Jackson's  men   on  my 

right  and  ceiiirc,  an  1   my  iliyisiou   was  relie.vi-d   of  the  weight  of  the 

coniest.      It  was  tlu'ii  contiriueil  on  more  equal  terms,  and  finally  the 

.  extreme  •hilt  of  the  ent'm\'s  line  \yas  nost  gallantly  carried  by  Hood. 

Ai>ou»  seven  o'clock,  the  General  in-Chief,  in  person,  gave   me  an 

order  to  advance  my  whole  line,  and  to  communicate  this  order  as  far 

jfs  I  eoulil  to  all- comraan'iers  of  troops.   This  was  done,  and  a  general 

advance  being  made,  the  enemy  were   swept  from    the   field, .and  the 

pursuit  only  Stopped  by  nightfall,  and  the  exhaustion  of  our  trorps. 

.The  butteries   of  Crenshaw,  Johnson,   Braxton   and  Pegram  were 

'actively  engaged.    Crenshaw  pretty  weil  knocked  to  pieces.    Pegram, 

with   iHiIoinitable   energy    and   eagerress   of  purgoVc,  though    having 

lost  f  >rty-8yven  mcjn  and  many  horses  at  Mechanicsville,  had  put  his 

battery  in  condition  for  this  fight  also. 

Frazier's  Farm. 

Sunday,  the    29th,  having  been    placed    under  the  orders  .of  Major 
General  J^ongstreet,  I  recrossed  the  Chickahominy,  Longstreet'sdivis 
ion  leading.  ., 

On  Monday,  3i)th,  arrived  in  about  one  mile  of  the  cross  made  by 
the  I  ong  li.idge  road  and  the  Quaker  road,  near  Frazier's  farm.  The 
enemy  were    retreating    along   the    Quaker  road.     My  division  was 
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halted,  my  field  hospitals  established,  and  brigades  closed  up.  The 
division  of  General  Longstreet,  novr  commanded  hj  Brigadier  Geiim'-ai 
R-  n.  Anderson,  was  in  line  of  battle  some  tbree-quarters  of  a  mile 
in  advance  of  mine.  The  staft"  officer  of  Qbneral  Longstreet  at  this 
time  delivcr(id  me  an  order  to  take  the  coramiind  on  the  field.  I  did 
so,  and  reporting  to  General  Anderson  that  such  was  the  case,  we 
rode  over  the  ground  and  made  such  dispositions  as  were  necessary. 
Before  the  battle  opened,' General  Lqngstrect  returned  and  resumed 
the  command.  The  fight  commenced  by  fire'  froic  the  enemy's*artil- 
lery,  which  swept  down  the  road  and  from  which  his  Excellency  the 
President  narrowly  escaped  nccident.  The  battle  had  continued  some 
little  time,  .when  1  received  an« order  from  General  Longstreet, 
through  Captain  Fairfax,  to  send  a  brigade  to  the  left  to  the  support 
of  Generals  Pryor,  Featherstone,  and  others.  General  Gregg  was 
detached  on  this  service  .«nd  guided  by  Captain  Faiifax.  The  fire  be- 
coming very  heavy,  I  was  ordered  forward  with  ray  division.  Branch's 
brigade  took  the  route,  and,  with  springing  steps,  pressed  fbrward. 
Arriving  upon  open  ground,  he  formed  his  line  and  moved  to  the 
support  of  the  troops  engaged  in  his  front.  Field  and  Pender  were 
8uccessi\'cly  thrown  forward.  I'^ield  presscj  forward  with  such  ai-flor. 
that  he  passed  far  in  front  of  my  whole  line.  The  sixtieth  V'irginia, 
polonel  Starke,  and  fifty-fifth.  Colonel  Mallory,  charged  and  captured 
tVo  batteries  of  Napoleon  guift,  and  the  sixtieth  , crossed  bayonets 
with  the  enemy,  who  obstinately  contested  th^  possersion  of  these 
guns.  General  Pender,  moving  up  to  the  support  of  Field,  found  that 
he  had  penetrated  so  far  in  advance  that  the  enemy  were  between 
himself  and  Field.  A  regiment  of  Federals,  moving  across  his 
front,  and  exposing  their  flank,  were  scattered  by  a  volley.  Pender 
continued  to  move  forward,  driving  oflf  a  battery  of  rifled  pieces.  The 
forty-seventh  Virginia,  Colonel  Mayo  having  gotten  possession  of 
a  bVttcry.  turned  its  guns  on  the  enemy  and  thereby  greatly,  assisted 
Gregg,  who  was  hotly  engaged  on  the  ^left.  To  this  regiment  also 
belon^!;s  the  honor  of  capturing  .Major  General  McCall  The  brigade 
of  General  Featherstone  having  become  very  much  scattered  and  been 
forced  back,  Colonel  McGowan,  with  the  fourteenth  South  Carolina, 
retrieved  our  ground.  On  our  extreme  right  matters  seem(vl  to  be 
going  badly  Two  brigades  of  Longstreet's  divinon  had  been  roughly 
handled  and  had  fallen  back.  Archer  was  brought  jip  and  sent  in,  and, 
in  his  shirt-slctves,  leading  his  gallant  brigade,  affairs  were  soon  re- 
stored in  that  quarter.  About  dark  the  enemy  were  pressing  us  hard 
along  our  whole  line,  and  ray  last  reserve,  (ieneral  J.  R.  Antlerson, 
with  bis  Georgia  brigade,  was  directed  toadvance  cairtiously  and  be 
careful  not  to  fire  on  our  friends.  His  brigade  was  formcul  in  line —  * 
two  regiments  on  each  side"  of  the  road — and,  obeying  ray  instruc- 
tions to  the  letter,  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy  at  seventy  paces, 
before  engaging  them.  Heavy  reinforcements  to  the  enemy  were 
buought.up  at  this  time,  and  it  seemed  that  a  tr<Mnendous  effort  was 
being  made  to  turn  the  fortunes  of  the  battle.  The  volume  of  firo 
thai,  approaching,  rolled  along  the  line  was  terrific.  Seeing  some 
troops  of  Wi'lcox's  brigade  who  had  rallied,  with  the  assistance  of  Lieu- 
12  '  •  .^ 
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tcmiiit  Chamberlaine  and  other  members  of  my  staff,  they  were  rapidly 
foruied.  aifd  being  directed  to  cheer  long  and  loudly,  moved  again  to 
the  ii^ht.  This  seemed  tQjcnd  the  contest,  for  in  less  than  five  min- 
utes all  firing  ceased  and  the  enemy  retired.  My  bri;'ade  rested  upon 
the  battle-ground  until  relieved  near  dawn  by  M;ijor  Generai  Magru- 
der. 

The  trophies  of  ray  division  this  day  vrcre  fourteen  pieces  of  artil- 
lery Mid  two  stands  of  colors. 

The  next,  evening  was  fought  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill.  Finding 
that  Geueral  -Magiuder  needed  assistance,  I  sent  two  brigades — 
Branch's  and  Thomas',  (Andersonip.)  They  were,  however,  not  ac- 
tively engaged.  My  division,  however,  was  placed  in  line  of  battle 
near  the  scene -of  action  and  under  fire,  but  passive. 

In  this  series  of  battles,  in  which  my  troops  so  well  did  their  part, 
1  beg  leave  to  remind  the  General-in-Chief  that  three  of  my  brigades 
had  never  before  b€en  under  fire.  Two  of  my  batteries,  Pegram's 
and  Davidson's,  (the  latter  having  just  been  ordered  up  from  my 
camp,)  were  engaged  at  Malvern  Hill,  and. for  two  hours  each  nobly 
di(V their  work,  as  their  battered  condition  and  many  casualties  sadly 
attested. 

Among  the  general  and  field  officers  killed  and  wounded  during 
these  battles  are  Colonels  Campbell,  C«  C.  Lee  ;  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Johnson,  Smi^h,  Green,  Shackelford  ;  Majors  B'ronaugh,  Burke,  and 
McLaughlin,  killed,  arid  Brigadier  Generals  J.  R.  Anderson  and 
Pender,  Colonels  VV.  J.  Hoke,  Riddick,  Connor,  McGowan,  Goodner^ 
Cowan,  A.  J.  Lane,  J.  H.  Lane,  Thomas,  Hardeman,  and  Starke  ;^ 
Lieutenant  Colonels  Folsom,  Simmons,  Barber,  Christian,  H.  H. 
Walker^  Howard,  and  Majors  Fite,  Livingstone,  Hickerson,  and  Grice, 
wounded.  Licuteiiant  Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  artillery,  daring  the 
absence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lv.  L.  Walker,  from  sickness,  acted,  as 
my  Chief  of  Artillery,  and  with  energy  and  efficiency.  The  gallantry 
of  Lieutenant  Chamberlaine,  the  adjutant,  waff  conspi'cuous  The 
members  of  my  staff — Major  R.  C.  Morgan,  A.  A.  General  ;•  Major 
J.  G.  Field,  A.  Q.  M.  ;  Major  E.  B.  Hill,  Division  Commissary  ;  Ma- 
jor J.  M.  Daniel,  Volunteer  A.  D.  C,  (wounded  severely  at  Cold 
Harbor  ;)  Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  serving  on  my  personal  staff; 
my  aides-de-camp,  Lieutenants  F.  T.  Hill  and  Murray  Taylor,  and 
Captain  Douglass,  my  chief  engineer  offtcer — were  all  gallant  and 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Surgeon  Watson,  Medical 
Director,  made  efficient  arrangements  for  the  care  of  the  wounded. 
The  ambulance  corps  and  drivers  deserve  especial  mention  for  their 
'  active  and  untiring  exertions  in  bringing  off  the  wounded.  "  Especial 
mentioQ  for  conspicuous  gallantry  is  made  of  the  following  officerjs :. 
Colonels  Starke,  Mallory,  McGowan,  Thomas,  Riddick,  Barnes,  Ham- 
ilton, Hoke,  J.  H.  Lane,  Cowan  ;  Lieutenant  Colonels  Folsom,  Gray, 
McElroy,  Simpson,  H.  H.Walker;  Majors  C.  C.  Cole,  Tandegraff ; 
Lieutenants  Young,  Norwood,  Crittenden,  Bryan,  Haskell,  Shotwell, 
thirty-fourth  North.  Carolina;  Captains  Collins,  engineer ;  and  of  the 
the  artillery,  i'egram,  Davidson,  Braxton,  Crenshaw,  Andrews,  Mc- 
intosh., and  Lieutenant  Fitzhugh,  and  Sergeant  J.  IST^  Williams.     Ser- 
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geant  Major  of  nineteenth  Georgia  regiment,  Captain  Wright  and 
his  company  of  cavalry,  from  Cobb's  legion,  acting  as  my  escort,  were 
of  great  service  to  me,  and  by  my  permission,  made  a  gallant  charge 
upon  a  body  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  There  are  many  cases  of  in- 
dividual daring,  both  among  officers  and  men,  and  I  regret  that  I  do 
not  know  their  names. 

This  report  being  made  out  so  long  after  the  events  transpired  ia 
not,  of  course,  so  perfect  as  I  would  desire,  and  injustice  may  be  done 
officers  and  regiments.  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
brigade  reports  for  details.  I  append  also  a  statement  of  the  loss 
siistainetl  by  the  light  division  in  the  battles  ai-ound  Richmond. 

LOSS  sustained  by  the   Light   Division,    Major  General   A.  P.  Hill,  mi 
the  2Gth,  27th,.  G?id  3\)fh    June,  and  Vst  July,   1862. 


Brigadier  Generals, 

Colonels, 

Lieutenant  Colonels, 

Majors., 

Captains, 

Lieutenants, 

Non-commissioned  officers, 

Privates,     -         .   -        ■ 


ailed. . 

Wounded. 

2 

2 

10 

3 

9 

3 

6 

10 

66 

32 

138 

94' 

428 

475 

2,592 

Total,         -  -  -  -     .  619       >       3,251 

619 


Grand  total,  -  -  -  -  3,870 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obebient  servant, 

A.  P.  HILL,  Major  General, 


i  i 


GEN.  D.  II.   HILL'S   REPORT    OF   OPERATIONS   AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

Headquarters  Division, 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A.  A.  G.: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
my  division  in  the  eni^agements  around  Richmond,  "which  resulted  in 
lifting:  the  Young  N-apoleon  from  his  entrenchments  around  trliat  city, 
and  setting  him  down  on  the  banks  of  the  James  river,  twenty-five 
miles  further  off,  with  a  loss  of  fifty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  twentyr 
seven  thousand  stand  of  arms  and  ten  thousapd  prisoners. 

On  th-e  25th  of  June,  my  division  congtituted  the  supporting  force 
to  a  portion  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Wright  and  Ransom,  which 
were  engaged  with  the  Yankees  near  King's  School  House  on  the 
Williamsburg  road.  We  were  exposed  all  day  to  an  •artillery  fire,  but 
with  little  loss.  We  marched  that  night  through  the  mud  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Mechanicsville  bridge,  and  there  awaited  the  advance 
of  Major  Generals  Jackson  and  A.  P.  Hill.  The  plan  of  operations 
was,  for  the  former  officer  to  come  down  by  the  way  of  Hanover 
Junction,  and  get  in  the  rear  of  •Mechanicsville,- so  as  to  iJnmask  the 
bridge  opposite  it  and  enable  my  division  to  cross  over,  followed  by 
that  of  Major  General  Longstreet.  To  the  four  divisions- of  Generals 
Longstreet,.  Jackson,  A.  P.  Hill  and  myself,  Avas  entrusted  the  task 
of  turning  the  right  flank  of  the  Yankee  army. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  26th  of  June,  the  firing 
commenced  at  Meadow  Bridge,  and  was  followed  by  the  rapid  running 
of  tha  Y'^ankecs  towards  Mechanicsville  My  division  was  put  in 
motion  and  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  after  a  little  delay  in  repairing 
the  bridge.  General  A.  E.  Hill  was  then  hotly  engaged  about  the 
town,  and  my  leading  brigade  (Ripley's)  was  pushed  forward  to  his 
snpport.  The  Yankees  were  beginning  to  retreat  across  the  creek 
(Beaver  Dam,)  towards  Ellison's  Mill,  but  their  artillery  was -still  on 
the  plain  on  this  side.  The  three  batteries  of  Jones'  battalion,  of 
my  division,  and  Hardaway's  battery  and  Bondurant's,  were  brought 
into  action  and  drove  the  Yankee  artillery  off  the  field.  In  the 
meantinfe  I  had  received  several  messages  from  General  Lee,  and  one 
from  the  -President  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  send  furwaid  a 
brigade.  In  advancing  this  brigade,  I  met  General  Pender,  whose 
brigade  had  just  been  roughly  handled,  who  told  me  that  with  the  as- 
sistance of  two  regiments  of  Ilipley's  brigade,  he  could  turn  the 
position  at  Ellison's  Mill  by.  the  right,  while  two  regiments  should 
advance  in  front.  Brigadier  General  Ripley  was  directed  to  co- 
operate with  General  Pender,  and  the  attack  was  made  about  dark. 
The  enemy  had  entrenchments  of  great  strength  and  development  on 
the  otbf  r  side  of  Beav»r  Dam,  and  had  the  banks  lined  with  his  mag- 
nificent  artillery.  The  approach  was  over  an  open  plain  elxpose  i  to  a 
murderous  fire  of  all  arms^and  an  almost  impassable  "stream  was  to  be 
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crossed.  The  result  was,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  a  disastrous 
and  bloody  repulse.  Nearly  every  field  officer  in  the  brigade  was 
killed  or  wounded,  and  a  large  number  of  officers  of  all  grades  were 
equally  unfortunate.  Those  hero-martyrs,  Colonel  Stokes,  of  the  1st 
North  Carolina  regiment,  and  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith,  44th  Georgia, 
deserve  more  than  a  passing  notice.  The  former  had  served  with 
credit  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
his  own  State.  Tlie  latter,  though  in  feeble  health  and  scarcely  able 
to  walk,  insisted  upon  being  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  attracted 
my  particular  attention  by  his  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Estes, 
'of  the  44th,  was  severely  woundiMJ,  and  two  captains,  ten  lieutenants 
and  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  privates  were  killed  and  wounded 
in  this  regiment.  Of  the  1st  North  Carolina  regiment.  Colonel 
Stokes  and  Major  Skinner,  si.x  captains  and  the  adjutant  were  killed, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  privates  were  killed  and  wounded. 
These  two  regiments  (never  before  under  fire)  were  badly  demoralJ^ed, 
and  scarcely  preserved  their  organization  in  the  subsequent  opera- 
tions. Captain  N.  A.  Brown,  of  the  1st  North  Carolina  regiment, 
and  Captains  Beck  and  Lumpkin,  of  the  44th  Georgia,  rallied  the 
fragments  of  their  commands  and  are  handsomely  spoken  of  by 
Brigadiei"  General  Ripley.  The  3d  North  Carolina  regiment,  and  the 
48th  Georgia,  were  less  expo^bd  than  the  other  two  regiments  of 
llipley's  brigade,  and,  in  consequence,  suffered  loss  severely;  but  Major 
Savage,  of  the  3d  J^orth  Carolina,  fell,  badly  wounded.  The  batteries 
of  Captain  llhett  alid  Captain  ifardaway,  were  particularly  distin- 
guished in  this  eniragement. 

The  division  slept  on  the  field  that  night.  About  9,  P.  M.,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Lee,  to  co,-opcrate  v.ith  Major  General 
Jackson,  on  the  Cord  Harbor  road,  going  by  way  of  Bethesda  church. 
The  route  we  had  to  take,  was  found  at  daylight,  to  her  held  by  the 
enemy  in  force  with  strong  entrenchments,  mounted  with  artillery.. 
I  sent  the  briga^le'S  of  Garland  and  Anderson,  to  the  left  to  turn  the 
position,  while  my  other  three  brigades  and  all  the  division  artillery, 
were  kept  on  the  main  road  ready  to  advance  when  the  rear  of  the  works 
were  gained.  The  Yankees  abandoned  their  earthworks,  when  Gar- 
land and  Anderson  gained  their  rear,  and  the  whole  division  moved 
on.  The  shorter  road,  upon  which  Miijor  General  Jackstn  marched, 
being  obstructed,  he  was  compelled  to  turn  off  and  follow  in  my  rear, 
^<*e  therefore  reached  Cold  Harbor,  first  captur'ng  a  few  wagons  and 
ambulances  and  prisoners.  The  division  moved  up  cautiously  to  the 
edge  of  the  rowhitc  swamp,  where  the  Yankees  were  found  to  be 
strongly  posted  with  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  commanding  the  only 
road  upon  v.hich  our  guns  could  be  moved  Captain  Bondurant's 
b'attcry  was  brought  into  action,  but  in  less  than  half  an  houf  was 
w  it  h'drawn,  badly  crippled. 

By  the  order  of  Major  General  Jackson,  the  division  was  moved 
back  to  the  edge  of  the  wood^,  p;^rallel  to  the  rpad,  to  cut  off  the  re- 
treat of  the  enemy  .from  the  attack  of  Major  Generals  Longstrect 
and  A.  P.  Hill.  Jt  soon  became  apparent,  however,  that  the  fire  on. 
our  right  was  receding,  and  that  the  Yankees  were  gaining  ground. 
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Jackson's  division  and  mine  were  then  ordered  forward  to  the  support 
of  Longstreet'and  A.  P.  Hill,  who  had  been  hotly  engaged  for  sev- 
eral hours.  My  division  occupied  the  extreme  left  of  the  whole 
Confederate  line.  The  order  of  advance  of  the  division  was :  Gar-. 
land  on  the  left,  next  Anderson,  next  Rodes,-next  Colquitt — Ripley 
being  en  the  extreme  right.  In  advancing  wc  had  a  dense  swamp  to 
cross,  with  tangled  undergrowth,  and  the  radius  of  the  wheeling 
circle  had  to  be  shortened.  These  combined  causes  produced  much 
confusion,  and  a  lapping  of  brigades  and  the  separation  of  regiments 
from  their  proper  places,  Several  regiments  of  my -division  were 
thrown  into  the  rear  and  did  not  engagethe  enemy.  The  forty-eighth' 
Georgia  and  the  fragments  of  the  forty-fourth  Georgia  (Ripley's 
brigade)  were  thus  thrown  into  the  rear.  The  sixth  and  twenty- 
serventh  Georgia  (Colquitt's  Iw'igade)  were  the  onlylregiments  of 
their  brigade  which  drew  triggers.  The  other  three  regiments  of  this 
brigade,  twenty-third  Georgia,  twenty-eighth  Georgia,  and  thirteenth 

,  Alabama,  preserved  their  positions  in  rear,  but  did  not  engage  the 
Yankees."  The  fifth  and  twentj'-  sixth  Alabama  (Redes'  brigade)  en- 
countered a  battery  in  their  front,  which  they  charged  and  captured. 
Colonel  C.  C.  Pegues,  the  noble  Christian  commander  of  the  fifth 
Alabama,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  in  this  charge.  "  Upon  falling," 
says  General  Rodes,  "  he  called  to  the  next  officer  in  command,  Major 
Hobson,  and  told  him  that  the  fifth  hid  always  been  in  the  advance, 
and  that  it  was  his  last  wish  it  should, go  ahead  an(i  allow  no  regiment 
to  pa«s  it.  Major  Ilobson  gallantly  carried  ouf  his  wishes  and  led 
the  regiment  constantly  ahead  of  all  others  in  the  division,  except 
the  twenty-sixth  Alabama,  which,  under  the  brave  Colonel  O'Neal, 
kept  steadily  with  it."  In  ^crossing  the  swamp,  "  the  third  Alabama 
encountered  troops  of  our  own  ahead  of  them  an"ti  was  halted.  The 
sixth  did  not ;  but  moved  on  at  a  rapid  pace  into  the  field  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  battery  and  in  face  of  'their  infantry,  encountering  there 
an  enfilading  fire  from  the  battery  and  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  in 
front,  and,  finding  themselves  unsupported,  the  men  were  required 
by  Colonel  Gordon  to  lie  down ;  and   finally,  no   support  arriving, 

.they  retired  under  cover,  in -perfectly  good  order,  and  there  awaited, 
with  the  third  Alabama,  further  orders."  In  regard  to  the  twelfth 
Alabama,  €reneral  Rodes.,  it  had  shifted  to  the  left  late  in  the  evening 
•and  joined  the  troops  which  came  up  on  the  left  of  Hill's  division. 
Anderson's  brigade,  on  the  left,  met  the  Yankees  ,on  the  edge  of  the 
swamp  and  was  first  engaged.  The  contest  was  short,  but  bloody, 
and  the  Avooda  were  entirely  cleared  of  the  Yankees,  who  fell  back 
behind  a  fence  and  ditch  and  the  brow  of  the  hill.  My  division  now 
■occupied  the  edge  of  the  wooded  swamp,  separated  from  the  Yankees 
by  \n  open  field,  some  four  hundred  yards  wide.     Confederate  troops 

,  upon  our  right  (subsequently  discovered  to  be  Winder's  and  Lawton's 
brigades)  were  advancing  across  the  plain  to  attack  them,  I  found. 
Generals  Anderson  aiid  Garland  digcussing,  with  great  enthusiasm, 
"the  propriety  of  attacking  the  Yankees  in  flank  with   their  two  brig- 

.  ades,  while  Lawton  and  Winder  attacked  in  front.  The  only  objection 
to  the  movement  was  that  a  Yankee  battery  on  our  extreme  left  could 
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enfilade  ous  line  on  its  a<lvance.  G-arland  observe':^  :  "  I  don't  tliink 
/it  can  do  much  harm,  and  I  am  willing  to  risk  it."  Anderson  re- 
•  spouded  in  the  jsarac  spirit,  arid  I  ordered  an  advance  of  the  whole 
division.  To  prevent  the  destruction  of  life  fror^  the  battery,  I  re- 
•Bolved  to  make  an  attempt  to  c?iptarc  it.  Cwo  regimonfe  of  Elzey's 
brigade,  I  think,  were  found  i^eparatcd  from  their  command,  and 
these  I  ordered,  under  my  volunteer  aid,*  Mr.  Sydnor,  perfectly 
acquainted  Avith  the  ground,  to  g  't  in  rear,-of  the  battery,  while  the 
twentieth  Nor.th  Carolina,  Colonel.! verson,  the  third  North  Carolin;^ 
Colonel  Meares,  and  the  first  ISlorth  Carolina,  commanded  by  Captain 
H.  A.  Biown,  were  ordered  to  make  a  direct  advance.  Unfortunately, 
Colonel  Iver'-Sn  alone  carried  out  his  orders  fully,  ^ays  General 
Garlr.nd  :."  Colonel  Iverson  was  seriously  woutided  at  an  early 
period,  while  gallantly  leading  up  his'  regiment  to  take  the  battery. 
The  regiment  afiei:  he  was  wounded,  was  led  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Frimklin  J.  Faison.  Thoy  advanced  gallantly  nnd  took  the  battery,' 
which  they  held  for  ton  minutes.'  The  gallant  Faison  received  a  mor- 
tal wound  in  the  very  act  of  turning  a  captured  piece  upon  the  ilying 
foe.  He  was  greatly  beloved,  and  his  memory  will  be  cheFishcd  with 
veneration  and  pride.  The  enemy  soon  returned  to  the  battery,  and 
the  regiment  having  sustained  a  lo'ss  of  seventy  killed  and  two  hun- 
dred and  two  wounded,  and  being  V. ithout  support,  retired  by  order 
of  Major  Toon."  Heavy  as  w-aa. this  loss,  no  doubt  a  greater  to^s 
was  saved  to  the  division  in  its  aTlvance  by  this  gallant  attack.  -The 
temporary  silence  of  the  battery  enabled  the  division  tO  rnove  up  in 
fine  style  and  turi  the  tide  of  battle  in  our  favor.  •'  Th^  effect  of 
our  appearance,"  says  General  Garland,  *' at  this  opportune  moment 
upon  the  enemy's  liank,  cheering  and  chs^rging,  decided  the  fate  of 
the  day.  The  enemy  broke  and  retreated  ;  made  a  second  stand, 
which  induced  my  immediate  command  to  halt  under  co\:er  of  the 
roadside  Snd  return  their  fire,  when,  charging  iiprward  again,  we 
broke  and  scattered  them  in  every  direciion."  The  statements  of  life 
Yankees  themselves,  and  of  the  French  princes  on  McClellan's  staff^ 
fully  concur  with  Gene^il  Garland  that  it  was  this  final  charge  upon 
their  right  flank  which  decided  the  fortunes  of  the  daj.  The.  Yan- 
kees made  nq  further  r5sistanc5,  but  fled 'in  great  confusion  to  Grape- 
vine bridge.  •  '  . 
It  was  now  fairly  dark,  and  hearing  loud  cheers  from  the  Yankees 
in  our  immediate  front,  some  two  .huud^red  yards  distant,  I  ordered 
'our  whole  advance  to  halt  and  wait  the  expected  attack  of  the  enemy. 
Brigadier  General  Winder,  occupying  the  road  to  Gfnpevinc  bri«;ge, 
immediately  halted,  and  the  whole  advanced  columns  were  halted  also. 
The  cheerijij^,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  was  caused  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Irisli  l^rigade  to  cover  th.e  retreat.  A  vigorous  att|ick 
upon  it  might  have  resulted  in  tl#e  to!:\]  rout  of  the  Yankee  army  nnd 
the  capture  of  thoui^ands  of  prisoners.  But  I  vins  unwilling  to  leave 
the  elevated  plateau4»round  McGee's  hojjse,  to  advance  in  the  dark, 
along  an  unknown  road,  skirted  by  dense  \%oods,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Yankee  troop?.  The  night  was  spent  in  .caring  for  the  wounde<i 
.and  making  preparations  for  the  morning.     I  drew  back  the  advance(f 
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troops  several  hundred  yards,  to  McGee'3  house,  ami  seat  across  the 
ewaiups  for  my  division  artillery.  This,  howeveV,  did  not  come  up" 
until  after  sunrise  next  raorninj^.  All  of  the  advanced  troops  of  • 
General  Jackson  reported  40  tne  for  orders,  and,  \vith  ray  own,  were^ 
entrusted  with  guarding  the  road  to  Grapevine  bridge.  Soon  after 
daylight,  it  was  discovered  that  tlic  Yankees  had  retreated  across  the 
Chickahoiiiiny,  destroying  all  the  bridges.  The  Yankee  General,  Johu 
F.  Ueynolds,  with  his  aid, 'was  discovered  in  the  woo'ls  by  ray  pickets 
and  brought  to  rae.  Major  General  Jackson  came  up  after  sunrise 
and  assumed  the  coraicand  of  his  own  and  my  division. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Brigadier  Generals.  Garland  and 
Anderson  for  their  skill  in  discovering  the  weak  point  of  the  Y'^ankees, 
and  their  boldut-ss  in  attackiRg  it.  Their  brigades,  being  more 
exposed  than  the  others  of  my  command,  su3"ered  more  severely. 
Brigadier  General  Rodes  was  on  the  field  and  displayed  his  usual 
cocljiess  and  judgment,  though  very  feeble  from  the  unhealed  wound 
received  at  Seven  Pines.  The  biigadc  of  Brigadier  General  Ripley 
was  n6t  en-gaged,  owing  to  that  cliicer  not  keeping  it  in  hand  and  not 
pressing  vigorously  in  front.  Colonel  Colquitt,  comm^tuding  brigade,  • 
ju  like  manner,  did  not. keep  his  brigade  in  i»;rnd,  and  three  of  hi* 
regiments  did  not  draw  tiigger.  The  sixth  Georgia  and  twenty- 
s^vintL  Georgia,  of  this  brigade^  commanded   by  those   pure,  brave, 

•  noble,  Christian  soldiers,  LieuteiKint  Colonel-  Newton  an<l  L. 
B.  Suiiih,  behaved  most  heroically  and  maintained  their  ground  when 
half  their  number  had  been  htriclc.en  down.  My  se^en  division  batte- 
lies,  uniier  Captains  Carter,  Ilardaway,  Bondurant,  Rhett,  Clark, 
i'ey  ton  and  Nelson,  were  all  engaged  at  one  time  or  another,  at  Mechan- 
icsviile,  and  all,  in  like  manner,  at  Cold  Harbor.  Bondurant  had 
three  men  killed,  ten  wounded,  and  twentj-eight  horses  Jvilled  and 
dfsabled  at  the  latter  place.  The  other  six  batteries  suficred  but 
little.  Under  the  immediate  supervision  of  ]Major  General  Jackson, 
they  opened  across  the  swamp  upon  the  Y'ankee  batteries  just  before 

,    our  final  charge.  « 

On  the.  28th  of  June,   Major   General   Ewell   was   sent,   with    his 
•division,  to  Dispatch  Station^  on  the  Y'^ork  Riwer  railroad,  while  Gen- 
eralStuart  went  down  to  the  White  House,  the  terminus  of  the  road*. 
Both  expeditions  were  completely  successful,  and  the  Y'^ankee  line  of 
communication  being  thus  cut,.McClellan  was  compelled  to  change  hia 
base.    YVe  sp-ent  two  di»ys  in*  destroying  vast   military  and  medical 
stores  south  of  4,he  Chickahominy,  and  attempted  to  hold  the  crossing 
over  that  stream.       Scouts   from    Hood's   brigade  and  the  third  Ala- 
bama, Rodes'  brigade,  succeeded  in  cfossing,  and  my   pioneer  corps, 
under  Captain    Smith,  of  the  engineers,  repaired    Grapevine    bridge 
on 'the  29th,  and  we  crossed  over  tli^t  night.     McLaws'  division  had 
a  bloody  fight  at  Savage  Station  oh  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  instant^ 
that  night  the  Yankees  continued  their  r'etreat,  leaving  one  thousand  ' 
OLe  hundred  sick  and  wounded  iu.our   hands.      Jackson's   command 
(my  division  leading)  passed  Savage  Station  early  in   the  morning  of 
«he  3i)th  instant,  and  followed  the  line  of  the  Yankee  retreat  towards 
\Yhite  Oak  crock.     AVe  picked  up  about  a  thousand  prisoners,  and  so. 
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many  arms  that  I  -  detached  the  fifth  rfnd  fourth  ^orth  Caro- 
lina Regiments  to  take  charge  of  them  both.  At  AVhite  Oak  creek  we 
fouyd  ihe  bridge  destroyed  and  the  Yankee  forces  drawn  up  on  the 
other  side.  Twenty-six  guns  from  my  division,  and  five  from  Whit- 
ing's..division,  opened  a  sudden  and  unexpected  fire  upon  the  Yankee 
batteries  and  infantry — a  feeble  response  was  attempted,  but  silenced 
in  a  ff.'w  minute?.  Munfoid's  cavalry  and  my'  skirmishers  crossed 
over-,  but  the  Yankees  got  some  guns  under  cover  of  a'wood,  whick 
commanded  the  bridge,  and  the  cavalry  was  compelled  to  turn  back. 
The  skirmii^hors  staid  over  all  day  and  night,.  We  attempted  no 
further  crossing  that  day.  The  hospitals  and  a  large  number  of  sick 
and  wounded,  at  White  Oak  •creek,  fell  into  our  hands.  INIajor  (lene-. 
rals  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  attacked  the  Yunkees  in  flank  at  Fra- 
zier's  farm,  some  two  miles  in  advance  of  us,  that  day,  and  a  corres- 
ponding \iigorous  attack  by  Major  Gencraf.  linger  on  their  rear  must 
have  resulted  most  disastrously  to  them.  The  obstacles  he  met,  which 
prevented,  his  advance,  mayliave  been  of  a  cTiaracter  not  to  be  over- 
come. I  do  not  know  and  cannot  judge  of  them.  The  bridge  being 
repaired,  Jackson's  command  crossed  over  (Brigadier  General  Whit- 
ing's division  leading)  and  effected  a  junction  wnth  G<eneral  Lee  near 
a  church  a  few  miles  from  MaU'crn  Hill — Whit-ng's  division  was 
turned  off  the'rp.id  to  the  left  at  the  foot  of  this  liill,  and  mine  to  the 
right — we  had  to  advance  across  an  open  field  and  ford  a  creek  before 
getting  under  cover  of  the  v.oods.  We  ware  in  full  view  while  effect- 
ing these  objects,  and  suffered  heavily,  from  the  Y'^aukee  artillery,, 

.  Brigadier  General  Anderson,  on  the  extreme  left,  had  become  en- 
gaged, his  brigade  roughly  handled,  and  himself  wounded  and 
carried  off  the  field,  before  the  other  brigade  had  crossed  the  creek. 
By  the  order  of  Major  General  Jackson,  the  division  Avas  .halted  in 
the  woods,  and  an  examination  made  of  the  ground.  The  Yankees 
were  found  to  be  too  strongly  posted,  on^  cchnmanding  hill,  all  the  ap- 
proaches to  Avhich' could  be  swcjit  by  his  artillery,  and  wckc  guarded 
by  swarms  of  infantry,  securely  sheltered  by  fences,  ditches  and 
ravines.  Tier  after  tier  of  batteries  were  grimly  visible  on  the 
plateau,  rising  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre.  One  flank  was  pro- 
tected by  Turkey  creek,  and  the.  other  by  gunboats.  We  could  only 
reach  the  first  line  of  batteries  by  traversing  an  open  space  of  from 
three  to  four  hundred  yards,  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire  of. grape  and 
canister  from  tlje  artillery,  and  musketry  from  the  infantry.  If  that 
first  line  was  carried,  anotlier  and  another,  still  more  difficult,  re- 
mained in  rear.  I  had  expressed  my  disapprobation  of  a  further 
pursuit'of  the  Yankees  to  the  commanding  General,  and  to  Generals 
Jackson  ancf  Longstreet,  even  before  I  knew  of  the  strength  o^'  their 
position.  y\n  examination  satisfied  me  that  an  attack  would  be  haz- 
ardoiks  to  o-ur  arras.  •  *         , 

About  ten  o'clock,  I  think,  I  received  a  note  from  General  .Tack- 
son,  enclosing  orie  from  Colonel  K.  II.  Clylton,  chief  of  General  Lee's 
staff,  sayihg  that  po<?ition3  were  selected,  from  wliich  our  artillery 
could  silence  the  Y''ankee  artillery,  and  ns  soon  as  that  w;is  done, 
Brigadier  General  Armistead  would  advance  with  a  shout,  and  carry 
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the  battery  imaiediately»in  his  front.      Thi^  ehcut  was  to  be  the  signal 
for  a  general  advance,  and  all  the  troops  were'  then  to  rush  forjvanl 
with  fixed  bayonets.     I' sent  for  my  brigade  commanders  and  shcwcil 
_  them  the  note.     -Brigadier  General  ilodes  being  absent,  sick,  the  gal- 
lant Gordon  was  put  in  command  of  his  brigade-.      That  accomplishe-.i 
gentleman    and  soldier,    Colonel   C.    G.  Tew,  second  -North  Carolina 
regiment,  took  command,  of  Anderson's  brigade.     Gaijand,  Ripley  and 
Polquitt,  and  these  two  Colonels,  were  present  at  the  interview.     In- 
stead  of  ordering  up   one  or  two  hundred  pieces  of 'artillery  to  "play 
on   th|  Yanke(xs,  a  single  battery   (Moorman's)  was  ordered    up,   and 
knocked    to  pieces  iri  a-  few  minutes;  one  or  two  others  shared  the 
same   fate  of  being  beat  in-  detail.  .  N(it  knowing  how  to  act  under 
these  circumstances,  I  wrote  to  General  Jackson  that  the  firing  from 
our   batteries  was   of  the   most   farcical  character.     He  repeated  the 
^order  for  a  general  advanc-e  at  the  signal  of  the  shouting  from  Gear- 
eral  Armistead.     As  well  as  I  coujd  learn  the  position  of  olir  troops, 
Brigadier  General  Whiiing  was  on   my  Jeft,  Major  Generals  Magru', 
der  and   Iluger  on  my  right'  and  Major  General  Holmes  some  miles 
in  our  rear.      While  conversing  with  my  brigade  commanders,  shout- 
ing  was  heard  on  our  right,  followed  by  the  roar  of  musketry.     We 
all  agreed  this  was  the  f^jgnal  agreed  upon,  and  I  ordered  my  division 
to  advance.     This,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  was  about.an  hour  and  a 
half  before  sundown.    We  advanced  alone,  neither  Wh'iting  on  the  k-ft, 
nor  Magruder  or  Huger  on   the  right,  moved -forward  an  inch.      The 
division  fought  heroically  'and  well,  but  fought  in  vain.      Garland,  in 
my' imuiediate  front,  showed  all  his  wonted' courage  and  enthusiasm-, 
but   he    needed    and  asked  for    reinforcements.     I    sent    Lieutenant 
Colonel    Newton,    sixth    Georgia,  to    his    supfJort ;  and  observing  a 
brigade  by  a  fence  in  our  rear,  I  galloped  back  to  it,  and  found  it  to 
be  that. of  Brigadir  General  Toombs.      1  ordeicd  it  forward  to  support 
Garland,  and  accompanied  it^    The  brigade  aiivanced  handsomely  to 
the  brow  of  the  hill,  but  soon  retreated   in  disorder.     Gordon,  corn, 
manding  Rodes'  brigade,  pushed  gallaiitly  forward,  and  gained  consid- 
erable  ground,  but  was   forced  back.      The  gallant  and  accomplished 
Mears,  third  North  Carolina. regiment,  Ripley's  brigade,  had  fallen  at 
the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  that  brigade  was  streaming  to  the  rear  ; 
Cohjuitt's  and   Anderson's   brigades  had  also  fallen  back^     Ransom's 
brigade  bad  come  up  to  my  ^ppcrt,  from.  Major  General  Huger.     A 
portion  of'it  came,  but  without  its  brigadier.     It  moved  too  far  to  the 
left,  and  became  mi.xed  up  with  the  mass  of  troops  neaf  the  parsonage, 
on  the  (^laker  road,  suffering  heavily  and  effecting  little.     Brigadier 
General  Winder  was  sent  up  by  Major  General  Jackson,  but  he  came 
too  late,  and  also  went  to  the  same  belt  of  woods  near  th<!  parsonage,, 
already  over-crowded   with    troops.     Finally,   Major  •  General  E\vell 
came* up,  but  it  was  after  dark,  and   nothing  could  be  accomplished. 
I  advi^sed   him   to  hold  the  ground  we  had  gained,  and  not  to  at'tempt 
a  forward  movernQnt. 

The  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  might  have  been,a' complete  and  glori- 
ous success,  had  not  our  artillery  and  infantry   been  fought  in  detail. 
_My  division  batteries  having  been  three  times  engaged,  had  exhausted 
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all  their  ammunition,  and  had  been  sent  back  for  a  freeh  supply.  If 
rhad  had  them  with  me,  with  a  good  supply  of  ammunition,  I  feel 
confident 'that  we  could  have  beaten  the  force  immediately  in  front  of 
us;  Again,  the  want  of*  concert  with  the  infantry  divisions  was  most 
painful.  Whiting's  division  did  not  engage  at  all,  neither. did  Holmes'. 
My  division  fought  an  hour  or  more,  the  whole  Yankee  force,  without 
ass"istance  from  a  single  Confederate  soldier.  •The  front  line  of  Yan- 
kees was  twice  broken  and  in  full  retreat,  when-  fresh  troops  came  to  ■ 
its  support.  At  such  critical  junctures,  the  general  advance  of  ther  di- 
visions on  m}^  right  and  IcftVnnst  have  been  decisive.  Some  half  an  hour 
after  my  division  had  ceased  to  struggle  against  odds  of  ijiore  than  ten  to 
one,  I  had  to,fall  back,  McLaws'  division  advanced,  but  to  share  the 
same  fate.  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  none  of  our  troops  drew  trigger, 
except  McLaws',  mine,  and  a  portion  of  Iluger's.  Notwithstanding 
the  tremendous  odds  against  us,  and  the  blundering  arrangements  of 
the  battle,  we  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  the  Yankees  They  retreated 
in  the  night,  leaving  their  dead  unburied,  their  wounded  on  the  ground, 
three  pieces  of  aitillery  abandoned,  and  thousand^  of  superior  rifles 
thrown  away,  l^cne  of  their  previous  retreats  exhibited  such  unmis- 
takoable  signs  of  rout  and  demoralization.  The  wheat  fields  at  Shir- 
ley were  all  trampled  down  by  the  fiight^aed  herd,  too  impatient  to 
follow  the  road;  arms,  accoutrements,  knaj^^acks,  overcoats  and  clo- 
thing, of  every  description,  were  widely  strewn  on  the  roadside,  in 
the  woods  iind  in  the  field.  Numerous  wagons  and  ambulances  were 
found  stuck  in  the  mud,  typical  of  Yankee  progress  ip.  v\ar.  The  ac- 
tual loss  in  battle,  was,  in  my  opinion,  (tbbugh  most  persons  differ 
with  me,)  greater  on  oup  side  than  on  that  cf  the  Yankees.  The  ad- 
vantage in  position,  range,  calibre  and  numbej:  of  their  guns,  was 
witj^  them.  The  presti'go  of  victory,  and  the  enthusiasm  inspired  by 
it,  were  Avit*!!  us.'  -Their  masses,  too,  were  so  compact  that  shot  and 
shell  and  balls  could  hardly  fail  lo  accomplish  a  noble  work.  My  di- 
*vision  was  employed  during  the  week  after  the  battle  in  gathering  up 
arms  and  accoutrements,  burying  our  own  and  the  Yankees'  dead,  and 
removing  the  wounded  of  both  armjes.  We  tlien  returned  to  our  old 
camp  near  Richmond,  Avith  much  cause  fot  gratitude  to  the  Author  of 
all  good,  for  raising  the  sieg-e  of  that  city,  and  crowning  our  arras 
with  glorious  success. 

The  following  list  of  killed  and  wounded  will  show  that  Ave  lost 
four  thousand  out  of  ten  thousand  taken  into  the  field  Among  these 
we  have  to  inourn  those  gallant  spiriiSj  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith, 
forty -.fourth  Georgia  ;  Col4>nel  Stokes  and  Major  Skinner,  Ifirst  North 
Cfi'olina;  Colonel  Gaston  Meares^  third  North  Carolina;  Colonel 
Warthem,  tAventy-eighth  Georgia;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Faison,  twen- 
tieth Nor-th  Carolina,  and  Captain  Thomas  M.  Blount,  quartermaster 
of  the  fourth  North  Carolina,  who  full  Avhile "gallantly  ca'ri^n^,  on 
horseback,  the  colors  of  the  thirtieth  North  Carolina  regiment.  ^ 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing 

Ripley's  brigade,   •    .                IGl 

•    731 

30- 

Garland's     "                              192 

G37 

•       12    . 

Rodes'           "                •            122 

^140 

00 

Anderson's  *^                             1  59 

704 

00  . 

Colquitt's     *♦                                72 

G33 

6' 

Jonos'  artillery,                            5 

22 

00- 

Ilardaway's  battery,                     1 

25 

00 

Nelson's  battery — no  report,      0 

(10      • 

00. 

Total,                            71 4 

3,19i 

43  ■ 

Aggregate,  3,955. 

This  embraces  the  entire  lose  in  the  division,  uith  the  exception  of 
one  batt,ery,  from  .which  no  report  has  been  received. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  of  my  stafi'  for  faithful  and  efficient  ser- 
vice. Major  Ratchford,  Ad-jutant  General,  and  Lieutenant  Reid, 
Aid-de-Carap,  were  much  exposed,  and  were  ever  prompt  and  active. 
Major  Pierson,  Chief  of- Artillery,  was  always  on  hor^jeback,  by  the 
side  of -the  battery  engaged.  Captain  Taylor,  Inspector  General, 
rendered  valuable  and  important  servioe.  The  ordnance  officers,  Cap- 
tain West  and  Jjieutenant  T;  J.  Moore,  attended  faithfully  to  their 
duties.  Lieutenant  Sydijor  of  the  ILmover  light  dragoons,  volunteer 
aid  at  Cold  Harbor,  was  conspicuous  there  for  his. zeal' and  gallantry. 
Sergeant  Harmeling,  commanding  the  couriers,  and  private  Lewis 
Jones,  courier,  merit  particular  mention  for  their  zeal  and  intell^ent 
performance  of  duty. 

D.  IL  HILL,  Major  Gcneial. 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MAGRUDER*  OF  BATTLES  AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

* 

RicH.Mo:^D,  August  12,  1862. 

To  the  Adjutant  General  of  General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  Northern  Virginia  : 

Sir  :  About  the  25tt  June,  I  received  from  Lieutejaant  Colonel  R. 
II.  Chilton,  Assistant  Adjutant  Geneml,  on  the  staflf  of  General  Lee, 
coinmflndhig  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  an  order  giving  a^en- 
eral  plan  of  operations,  about  to  be  undertaken  against  the  enemy, 
\^ose  troops  occupied  the  right  and  left  banks  of  tlj«  Chickahominy, 
the  greater  number  being  immediately  in  front  of  the  lines  occupied 
b^^me,  and  the  division  of  Major  General  Iluger,  on  my  right.  Thi3 
directed  rae.  in  general  terms,  to  hoM  my  position  in  front  of  the 
enem.y  against  attack,  and  at  all  hazards,  to  make  such  demonstations 
as  to  discover  his  operations  ;  and  in  case  of  the  abandonment  of  his 
entrenchments,  to  pursue  him  closely.  I  was  in  command  of  three 
divisions,  those  of  Major  General  IMcLaws,  Brigadier  General  D.  R. 
Jones,  and  my  own,  each  consisting  of  two  (2)  brigades,  the  numerical 
strength  being  about  thirteen  thousand  men. 

In  obedience  to  these  instructions,  I  caused  the  pickets  and  skir- 
mishers to' observe  the  utmost  vigilance,  attiick  the  enemy's  pickets 
from  time  to  time,  and  open  a  frequent  fire  of  artillery  on  his  works, 
to  ensure  a  full  knowledge  of  his  position,  strength,  and  movements, 
as  far  as  it  was  possible,  moving  ruy  cwn  headquarters  to  the  line  oc- 
cupied by  the  troops,  and  sleeping  near  them,  in  order  to  observe  more 
closely.  J 

Afte»  the  battle  of  Friday,  the  27th  June,  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  Chickahominy,  it  Avas  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  -withdrawn 
his  troaps  to  the  right  bank,  and  therefore  the  w^hole  of  his  forces 
were  massed  in  front  of  our  jines,  and  that  ho  had  destroyed  the  bridges 
over  this  river,  thereby  separating  our  antfy  and  concentrating  his 
own.  1  immediately  ordered,  without  awaiting  instructions,  the 
bridge  known  as  the  New  bridge  to  be  rebuilt,  which  was  done  by  the 
troops  under  Brigadier  General  Jones,  in  order  to  establish  at  least 
one  line  of  communication  between  the  two  portions  of  our  army. 
This  was  <!ompleted  on  Saturday,  the  28th.  On  the  same  day  Briga- 
dier General  Jones  came  up  to  my  headquarters,  and  informed  me 
that  Brigadier  General  'J^ombs  had  ordered  an  attack  on  the  enemy's 
line  of  rifle  pits  on  Goulding's  farm,  and  asked  if  I  had  given  such 
an  orflcr.  Upon  my  replying  in  the  negative,  he  said  he  had  Act 
authorized  jt,  and  I  directed  him  at  once  to. countermand  it,  it  being 
in  violation  of  orders  previously  received  from  General. Leo,  and  at 
the  moment  reiterated  through  Captain  Lathrobe,  of  Brigadier 
General  Jones'  staff,  just  from  General  Lee,  to  the  effect  that  I  should 
not  mckc  ary  r.tt'^k  on  the  enemy  in  my  front  unless  absolutely  cer- 
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tain  of  success,  except  in  co-operatioij  witli  the  movements  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  T  was  the  more  anxious  to  have  thf^  order 
countermanded,  as,  if  this  attack  were  unsucces^-ful^  it  might  lead  to  an 
anvance  of  the  enemy,  to  the  seizure  of  Garnett's  farm,  the  turning 
of  the  left  of  our  lines,  and  the  fall  of  Richmond.  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Jones  sent  the  countermanding  order  by  Captain  Ford,  of  hisst.iiF, 
and  soon  after  he  left,  Lieutenant  Colonel  liCe  repo'rted  to  mc  that  our 
men  had  already  attacked  and  carried  tb.e  enemy's  rifle-pits  at  Gould- 
ing's.  I  immediately  sent  a  message  to  that  effect  to  General  Lee, 
stating  that  the  works  were  carried  by  our  troops,  who  had  been  ordered^ 
by  Brigadier  General"  Toombs  to  attack,  and  at  the  satne  time  directed 
Captain  Dickinson,  ray  assistant  adjutant  general,  to_  go  to  the  Spot 
and  to  ascertain  further  the  state  of  the  case. 

Proceeding  in  the  direction  of  Goulding's  myself,  I  met  Captain 
Dickinson  returning,  who  informed  me  that  when  he  had  arrived  near 
Mr.  James  Garnett's  house,  he  met  Colonel  Anderson,  who  was  just 
withdrawing  his  troops,  who  informed  him  that  the  attack  had  been 
mado  by  order  of  Brigadier  General  Toombs  Avithout  the  auhority 
from  myself  or  Brigadier  General  Jones,  and  that  itfwas  un.-^uccessful. 
This  information  I  also  communicated  to  General  Lee,  by  whom  I  was 
ordered  to  obtained  a  report  on  the  subject,  from  Brigadier  General 
Toombs,  and  to  forward  jt  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Events  followed  so  rapidly  on  each  other  that  I  had  not  time  to  ob- 
tain this  report,  and  when  the  operations  of  the  week  were  ended,  I 
took  no  further  steps,  as  I  knew  that  both  Brigadier  Generals  Jones 
and  Toombs  would  make  their  written  reports  on  the  subject.  I  beg 
leave  now  to  refer  to  that  portion  of  their  reports,  in  further  expla- 
nation of.  the  circumstances  of  this  affair.  ' 

Frdm  the  time  at  which  the  enemy  withdrew  his  forces  to  thi^  sid^ 
of  the  Chickahorainy  and  destroyed  the  bridges,  to  the  moment  of  his 
evacuation,  that  is,  from  Friday  night  until  Sunday  morning,  I  con- 
sidered the  situation  of  our  army  as  extremely  critical  and'  perilous. 
The  larger,  portion  of  it  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chickahominy^ 
the  bridges  had  been  all- destroyed,  but  one  was  rebuilt,  the  New 
Bridge,  which  was  commanded  fully  by  the  enemy's  guns  from  Gould-- 
ing'?,  and  there  were  but  twenty-five  thousand  men  between  his  army 
of  orie  hundred  thousand  and  Richmond. 

I  received  repeated  instructions  during  Saturday*  night,  frofn  Gene- 
ral l/ce's  headquarters,  enjoining  upon  my  command. the  utmost  vigi- 
lance, directing  the  men  to  sleep  on  their  arms,  and  to  be  ptepared 
for  whatever  might  occur.  These  orders  were  promptly  coJTimunicated 
by  uie  to  the  different  commanders  of  my  forces,  and  were  also  trans- 
mitted to  General  Iluger,  on  my  right.  I  passed  the  night  without 
sleep,  and  in  the  fftiperintendence  of  their  execution. 

Had  McClellan  massed  his  whole  force  in  columA,  and  advanced  it 
against  any  point  of  our  line  of  battle,  as  was  done  at  Austerlitz.  un- 
der similar  circumstances,- by  the  greatest  captain  of  any  age^  though 
the  head  of  his  column  would  have  suffered  greatly,  its  momentum 
would  have  ensured  him  success,  and  the  occupation  of  our  works. 
about   Richmond,  and  conp*»nn"-tly  ^hc  ci^y    r.-.'::':t    h-«-3    Veen  Ii::^ 
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rcvranl.  IT  is  failure  to  do  so,  is  the  best  evidence  that  our  wise  com- 
mauutM*fully  understood  the  character  of  his  opponent.  Our  relief 
xvas  therefore  great,  when  intelligence  reached  us,  almost  simuUane- 

"ously  from  Colonel  Chilton  and  one  of  rny  staff,  that  the  enemy,  v.hose 
presence  had  been  ascertained  as  late  as  three  and  a  half  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  had  evacuated  his  works  and  was  retreating.  Colonel  Chilton, 
who  rode  into  my  camp  on  Sunday  morning,  hurried  me  off  to  see 
General  Lee,  on  the  ]Sine-mile  road,  and  I  gave,  while  riding  with 
him,  the  necessary  orders  to  put  in  motion  my  whole  command,  which 
extended  ovpr  a  distance-,  of  some  miles,  directing  Brigadier  Geneial 
Griflith's  brigade,  which  was  nearest  to  the  road,  to  advance  at  once 
from  the  centre,  and  or<lering  Brigadier  General  Jones'  division,  in 
advancing,  to  iiicline  towards  Fair  Oak  Station,  as  I  had  beei  in- 
formed that  Miijor  General  Jackson  had  crossed,  or  was  crossing  the 
Grapevine  .bridge,  and  would  operate  down  the  Chickahominy.  Hav- 
ing overtaken  General  Lee,  we  rode  together  down  the  Jyine-mile 
road,  and  the  General  informed  me  of  the  plans  which  he  had  adopted 
for  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  They  were  as  follows  :  Major  General 
Lorigstreet's  division  V.  as  to  have  crossed  the  2s ew  BnJge,  and  to 
take'  post  on  our  extreme  right,  so  as  to-  intercept  the  enemy  in 
his  attempt  to  reach  James' river.  Major  General  Huger's  division 
to  march  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  on  my  right  flank,  and  Major 
General  Jackson's  division,  which,  he  stated,  had  crossed,  or  was 
crossing  the  Grapevine  Bridge,  over  the  Chickahominy  river,  was  to 
operate  down  that  river,  on  its  riglit  bank,  whilst  my  own  command 
would  press  him  vigorously  in  front.  On  our  arrival  at  Fair  Ook 
Station,  we  found  the  enemy's  lines  in  thit  vicinity,' which  had  been 
evncuated.  in  possession  of  a  part  of  Brigndicr  General  Kershaw's 
brigade,  the  repainder  of  my  commnnd  lieing  then  on  the  march. 
Here,  Cieiieral  Lee,  having  repeated  his  instructions,  left  the  ground. 
r  dirceted  Major  General  McLaws  to  consolidate  Kershaw's  brigade, 
and  place  it  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and.  as  the  other  brigade  of 
General  McLaws  did  not  arrive  for  souu;  time,  I  ordered  two  regi- 
ments  of  an   advanced    brigade,  (Giilliith's)   of  my    own   'division,  to 

-take  post  in  reserve-,  also  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  so  as  to  support 
Kershaw's  brigade,  leaving  the  AVilliamsburg  road  still  further  on  our 
riglit,  unoccupied,  and  open  for  ILiger.  1  then  formed  the  othertwo 
regimcirts  of  GriflStli's  brigade  on  the  left  of  General  Kershaw's,  their 
right  resting  on  the  railroad.  Brigadier  Cieueral  Cobb's,  which 
marched  in  the  rear  of  General  Griffith's,  wifs,  as  soon  as  it  arrived, 
formed  on«the  left  of  these  two  regiments,  two  of  his  own  being  kept 
in  leserve.  1  then  dispatche(\a  staff  officer  to  ascertain  the  positiou 
'of  General  Jones'  division,  which  had  cro.-sed  the  swamp  at  Gould- 
ings  house, iar;d  directed  it  to  be  formed  on  the  Icit  of  General  Cobb, 
with  the  proper  interval,  Whilst  these  dispositions  were  being  mad^, 
I  ordered  skirmishers  to  be  thrown  out  in  front  of  General  Kershaw's 
brigade  and  rhy  own  division  to  find  the  erijemy,  and  ascertain  his  po- 
sition.    The  enemy  having  thrown  up  a  heavy  obstruction  across  the 

.railroad  track.  I  caused  men  to  be  detailed  for  the  purpose  of  remov- 
ing i;.  for  tue.pissage  down  the  road  of  -i  Iio.vvy   rilled  cun,  mounted 
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on  a  railway  carriage,  ami  protected  by  an  inclined  plane  of  iron,     I 
also  ilispatclied  a  staff  officer  towaids   Grapevine   Bridge,  some  tlire-i 
miles  off,  to  ascertain  the  position  of  Major  General  Jackson's  troops, 
which,  I  had  supposed,  from  the  statements  above  given,  had  already 
crossed'      These  orders  given  and  dispositions  made,  T  received  infor- 
mation froro  Brigadier 'General  Jones  that  the  enemy  was  ia  force  ia 
his  front  and  fortified.     This,  it  was  reported  to  me,  was  derived  faora, 
a  prisoner,  who  had  been  just  captured,  and  the  presence  of  the  en- 
emy in  front  was  verified  by  the  skirmisliers  of  General  Jones  being 
■engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy.      I  received,  about  the  same  time,  a 
communication  from  General  McLnws^  stating  that  the  cnem}"  was  in 
front  of  General  Kershaw's  brigade,  and  in  works  well  manned.     De- 
eiriMg  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  his  front,  I  directed  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Cobb  to  detail  a  trusty  officer,  and  some  of  his  best  skirmishers, 
to  feci  the  enemy,  if  to  be  found  in  front  of  mj  diA'ision,  and  to  re- 
port the  result.      In  the  meantime.  Major  Bryan,  the  staff  officer,  whx> 
had  been  sent  to  Major  General  Jackson,  returned  with  his  engineer, 
Lieutenant  Boswill,  who. reported  that  Major  General  Jackson  wag 
compelled  to  rebuild  the  bridge,  which  would  be  completed  in*about 
two  hours — Maj.  Bryan  reporting  that  Maj.  G^n.  Jackson  had  cross  -i 
but  a  small  portion  of  his  infantry — not  more  than  three  companies — 
over  the  broken  bridge..    About;tbe   same  time   I  received  a  message 
from  Major  General  Huger,  stating  that   a  large  portion  of  his  com- 
mand had  been  sent  elsewhere,  but  that  with  two  brigades  he  wouii 
fioon  inarch' down  on  the  Williamsburg   road.     Having  passed  up  the 
rich  country  near  the  railroad,  on  our  retreat  from  the  neighborhood 
of  New  Kent  Court-Uouse,  I  knew  tnat  there  was  a  road  leading  froca 
Grapevine   ford,   where    the  enemy  had  afterwards  constructed  tha 
bridge,  to  the  railroad  bridge  near  Savage's  Station,  passing  to  th« 
right  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  now  in  our  front,  and  that  when  Majo.v 
General  Jackson  advanced  he  would  probably  move  on  that  road,     i 
determined,  therefore,  to   await  that   advance,    and  to  request  Major 
General  Iluger,  when   he  came  up,  to   move  down  the  Williamsburg 
road,  and,  enveloping  both  Hanks  of  the  enemy  and  attacking  him  in 
front,  at  the  same  time  I  hoped  to  capture  his  rear  guard,  which  I 
ascertained  from  prisoners   and  from    the    reconnoitering  parties  in 
front,  to  be  at  least  a  division.      The    enemy  having  ascertain^d^tha 
general  disposition  of  our  troops,  opened  a  brisk  ai||jllery  fire  on  the 
railroad  and  our  centre,  unfortunately   mortally  wounding  the  gal- 
lant General  Griffith,  comman<ler  of  the  third  Mississippi  brigade, 
who  was  borne  from  the  field,  and  died  the  next  morning.     The  ene- 
my's fire  was  responded  to  with  effect  by  the  railroad  jbattery,  as  well 
as  by  Carlton's  battery,  which  that  practiced    artilieri|^,   Lieutenant 
Colonel  Stephen  D.  Lee,  had   placed   in    advance,    in  a   commanding 
position  in  front   of  our   centre.     The   enemy  was  no^  reported  ad- 
vancing, and  this  report  being  confirmed  after  a.  reconnoissance  bj 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  I  galloped   to  the   right'  of  the   line  to  see 
^jeneral  Huger,  who  had  arrived  with'  two  brigades,  and  to  give  him 
8uch  i"nformi»tion,  !\^  would   enable   him  to  diipose  his  troops  in  the 
best  uianii-r  Tor  lie   protection   of  our  rjght  f^ank.     Having  accom- 
IS 
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plii-lied  this,  I  returned  to  the  left,  and  threw  forward  the  left  Nving  of 
General  Griffith's  brigade,  and  the  whole  of  General  Cobb's,  in  order 
to  occupy  a  more  commanding  position,  and  a  wood,  which  skirted  a 
liclJ,  across   wiiich  the   enemy  wouM   have  to  march.      Tliis  had  no 
fiooiicr  heett  done    than    I  received   information   from  M^jor  General 
Huger  tfcat    his   two   brigades    would    be   withdrawn,    as     I    under- 
stood, for  other    service,  and    subsequently   a  note  reached  me  from 
General  Jones,  [See  paper  No.  1.]  stating  that  Major  General  Jack- 
son regretted  that  he  could  hot  co-operate  with  him.   as  he  had  been 
ordered  to  other  important  duty.     Thus  the  forces,  which  General  Lee 
had  left  to    operate    against    the    enemy,    being  reduced   fr^ro    some 
thirty-five  or  forty  thousand,  to  some    thirteen  thousand  men,   I  was 
compelled  to  abandon ^the  plan   of  capturing  any  large  portion  of   the 
oucmy's  iorcep,  and  directed  that  Semmes'  brigade  (McLaw's  division) 
Bhonld  bo  plnced. on^he    Williamsburg  road  and  Cobb's  on  the  left  of 
the  railroad,  in  line  ^nih  Kershaw's,  Jones'  division  being  on  the  ex- 
titmc  left,  and  Barksdale's   brigade  marching  in   reserve  behind  the 
centre.     I  ordered   the   whole   to  raov^;   to  the  front,  and  each  com- 
cjai;(Jk;r  to  attack  the  enemy  in  whatever  force  or  works  he  might  be 
Icuiid.     This  was  pxectted  promptly  and  in  beautiful  order,  though 
the  ground  was  difficult  and  the.  wood  dense.     Kershaw's  brigade  soon 
became  engaged  with  the    enemy,  wiio    took  refuge    in  the  works  on 
the  Williamsburg  road,  frcm  which   he  was  driven  in  gallant  stylo  by 
the  infantry  advance,  and  by  the  excellent  artillery  practice  of  Kem- 
per's battery.     Retreating  from    w«rk  to  v.ork.  pursued  by  our  line, 
which  swept  through  his   camps,  with    little   interruption,  the  enemy 
was  ai  last  driven  as   far  as  Savage's  Station,   where  a  strong  line  of 
battle  was  formed,  rtady  to  receive    us.     He  also  occupied  the  wood 
m  froiit  of  the  station.     Here  Kershaw's  brigade  engaged  him  frankly 
?r;d  furiously,  and  was  gallantly  supported  by  Kemper's  battery  anjl 
Semmes'    bri^ide    on     his    right.      Taking     my     position     on     the 
railroad   bri<lge,    which   commanded   a  .  good    vicAV    of  the    fight  and 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,   I  directed   the   railroad  battery,  com- 
manded most  efficiently  by  Lieutenant  Barry,  to  advance  to  the  front 
so  as   to  clear    in.  some  degree,  the. deep  cut  over  which  the  bridge 
was  thrown,  and  to    open  his   lire   upon   the  enem3^'s   mas.ses   below, 
which,. was  done  witli   terrible  eflcct.     The   enemy  soon   brought  the 
fire  of  his  arti41«y  and  infantry  to  bear  upon   the  railroad  battery 
and  bridge,  whilst  he  advanced  a  heavy  lino  of  infantry  Jo  support 
the  troops  already  engaged,  to    cnptrfro  our  artillery   and   turn  our 
right  flank.     General  jNlcLaws  finding  himself  pressed,  sent  for  rein- 
forcements,    I  despatched  at  once   two  regiments  of  Griffith's   (now 
taiksdale'ti)  bjigade,  the  seventeenth  regiment,  Colonel   Holder,  and 
the  twenty-first  regiment,  Colonel  Humphries.     These  were  gallantly 
leil  irito  actiofl — Major  Brent,  of  my  staft",  bearing  the  order.     Soon, 
by  their  steadiness  and  e;.cellencc  of  fire,  as  attested  by  the  number 
of  dead  found  in  their    front  the   next  morning,  they  "checked   th^ 
ciicmy,  who  were  ref)ulsed  by  the  wl^ole  line  on  the  right  with  great 
glaiighter.     The  enem||  having  sent    still  additional  tro(fps  to  sustain 
the  fight,  I  directed  Colonel  Barksdale  to  move  to  the  support  of  our 
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Tight  with- his  reraaiRing,  force.  They  wero  placed  ia  reserve  under 
<;over  5f  a  ^ood.  where  a  few  men  were  wounded  from  the  long  range 
muskets  of  the  enemy.  Night  coming  on,  their  servico8  were  not 
required.  The  battle  on  the  right  raged  .with  great  fury  for  about 
two  hours,  and  d.irkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict,  our  men  sleeping 
on  their  arms,   and  in  the  advaucel  positions  which  they  hati  won. 

The  troops- on  the  left  of  the  road  were  not  engaged,  with  the  ex- 
<;eption  of  two  pieces  of  artilfery  attached  to  General  Jones'  division, 
^yhich  did  good  service,  disorganizing  the  enemy's  line,  and  causing 
his  troops  to  change  position.  When  the  enemy  attempted  to  turn 
our  right  flank,  1  desired  to  moye  a  portion  of  General  .Jones'  com- 
mand to  the  right,  to  operate  on  the  Williarhsburg  road,  but  the  posi- 
tion of  his  troops  cjould  not  be  ascertained  until  it  was  too  late  to  (fo 
80.  In  the  meantime,  desiring  to  have  troops  in  hand,  ready  to 
reinforce,  still  fiirfher,  General  i\IcLnws,  I  left  my  position  for  a  few 
moments  to  confer  wit4i  General  Ci.bb,  on  the  left,  from  whoso  com- 
mand I  detached  a  regiment,  and  halted  it  near  the  railroad  bridge. 
Whilst  with  General  Cobb,  an  aid-de-camp  of  General  Lee,  Major 
Taylor,  came  up  and  informed  me  that  General  Jackson  had  orders  to 
co-operate  with  me.  and  that  there  was  some  raist«.ke  about  the  orders 
directing  him  elsewhere.  He  desired  to  see  General  Jackson,  but  not 
knowing  the  way  to  Gapcvine  bridge,  Tev.  L.  W.  Allen,  one  of  my.; 
staff,  who  knew  the'  counry  thoroughly,  volunteered  to  deliver  any 
message  he  might  send.  This  was  done,  and  General  Jackson  ar- 
rived in  person  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning,  to 
which  hour  I  had  been  kept  up  by  the  duties  of  the  night.  lie  in- 
formed rac  that  his  troops  would  be  up,  probably,  by  daylight.  I 
thenr  slept  an  hour— the  first  in  forty-eight.  Previous  to  the  arrival 
of  General  Jackson,  I  considered  the  situation  as  by  no  means  satis- 
factory. Not  having  heard  fr8m  Mr.  Allen  during  the  night,  I  was 
uncertain  Avhethcr  General  Jackson  had  obeyed  his  orders  to  go  els'e- 
whero  or  not,  and  1  was  satisfied  th;vt  there  was  at  least  a  corps-  d'annee 
ill  our  front,  as*was  proved  next  morning,  by  our  having  taken  pris- 
oners from,  three  divisions.  The  proportion  of  the  enemy's  force  to 
our  own  was  probably  'two  or  three  to  ono.  I  thereiiore  asked  for 
reinforcements,  in  case  General  Jaokson  did  not  join  me. 

Early  .  in  the  morning,  ou  Monday,  a  small  -party  of  Texans,  of 
Hood's  brigade,  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated* their  posi- 
tion on  the  night  before.  Several  hundred  prisoners,  twenty-five 
hundred  sick  and  wounded  in  the  liospitals,  a  large  amount  of  stores, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  wounded  on  the  fiehl*,  fell  into  our 
hands.  IJ^re,  al.so,  gom?  of  our  own  prisoners  were  retaken,  am'ing 
v/tTom  was  the  gallant  Col.  Lamar,*of  Anderson's  brigade,  captured  by 
the  enemy  in  the  battle  of  Goulding's  Firm.  I  sent  the  prisoners  to 
llichraond,  in  charge  of  Captain  G.  P.  Turner,  of  the  Marine  c^rps, 
and  placed  Major  Wray,  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  of  great  sorviccito 
me  during  the  action,  in  charge  of  the  enemy's  wounded,  the  hospital 
find  public  property.  Our  loss  was  some  four  hundred,  killed  and 
wounded,  whilst  I  estimate  that  of  the  enemy  to  be  not  less  titan 
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three  thousand,  killed  and  wounded — GeneiTil  Sommes  re^ortiiig  not 
less  than  four  hundred  dead  in  front  of  his  brigade  ulone*. 

In  this  engagement,  which  was  very  obstinate  nnd  well  contested, 
that  brillinnt  and  gallant  soldier,  (General  Ker.-ihaw,  and  his  brave 
South  C^rolini'ins,  were  particularly  distinguished,  and  were  sup- 
ported in  the  most  gallant  manner  by  both  General  Semmes  and  his 
brigade,  and  by  Colonel  Barkedale  and  the  two  regiments  of  Mississip- 
pians  who  were  in  the  action.  Captain  Kemper  was  intrepid  and 
pkilful  in  the  management  of  his  guns  ;  and  the  conduct  of  his  officers 
and  men  is  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation.  The  dauntless 
and  dashing'  manner  in  which  Captain  Inge,  of  Colonel  IJarksdale's 
staff,  discharged  his  duties,  under  a  fire  of  great  severity,  won  my 
admiration. 

My  thanks  arc  due  to  Major  Bryan,  Major  Brent,  '^aptnin  G.  I). 
MohPon,  and  Lieutenant  Piiillips,  of  my  staff,  for  the  meritorious  and 
distinguished  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties  during  that 
day.  Lieutenants  Eustis  and  Allston,  ray  aids-dc-camp,  discliarged 
tlieir  varied  duties  with  zeal  and  gallantry.  Major  Blocmfield,  my 
chief  quartermaster^  having  been  sent  from  the  field  by  (xcneral  Lee, 
to  Richmond,  on  important  business,  returned  in  time  ^o  render  me 
good  service.  I  Avas  also  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Randolph  Bryan, 
volunteer  aid,  for  devoted  and  gallant  services  on  this,  as  on  many 
previous  occasions. 

Next  morning  (Monday)  early,  I  received  orders  from  General-  Lee 
in  person,  to  proceed  with  ray  command  to  the  Darbytown  road,  and 
a  guide  was  furnished  me  by  him,  to  conduct  me  thither.  I  promptly 
put  m.y  column  in  motion,  and  marched  some  twelve  miles  to  Timber- 
lake's  store,  on  the  Darbytown  road,  where  I  arrived  about  two  o'clock, 
I*.  M.  There  I  received  a  note  fron^  General  Lee's  headquarters,  in- 
forming me  that  he,  with  General  Longstreet,  was  at  the  intersection 
of  the  New  Market.  Charles  City  and  Quaker  roads,  and  enquired  how 
far  I  had  progressed  en  route  to  that  point.  [See  paper  filed  no.  2.] 
Soon  after,  I  received  a  communication,  also  from  General  Lee,  through 
Major  Bloorafield,  directing  me  to  halt  and  rest  my  men,  but  to  bo 
ready  to  mo\e  at  any  time. 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  my  command  remained  at  this  place  un- 
til about  half  past  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Longstreet  to  go  with  my  command  to  the  aid  of  General 
Holmes,  on  the  New  Market  road.  The  owner  of  the  farm  at  New 
Market,  who  was  present  at  Timberlake's  store,  made  an  offer,  which 
was  accepted,  to  point  out  a  short  route  to  New  Market,  not  practica- 
ble for  artillery.  The  troops  were»instantly  put  in  motio(| — the  artil- 
lery, escorted  by  Semmes'  brigade,  proceeded  by  the  Darbytown  road, 
the  infantry  by  the  shorter  one,  to  New  Market.  .  After  the  column 
had  marched,  I  received  another  order  from  General  Longstreet, 
directing  me  to  send  the  infantry  by  the  shortest  route,  and  to  depend 
.  tipon  him  for  artillery.  [See  paper  marked  No.  3.]  This  plan  having 
been  already  substantially  adopted,  was  adhered  to.  Soon  after,  a 
cdurier  infornied  me  that  Colonel  Chilton  wished  to  se.e  mB  in  front,  on 
the  Darbytown  road,  and  that  he  was  sent  to  conduct  me  to  hira,     I 
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immediately  galloped  with  him,  and  found  Colonel  Chilton  near  the 
intersection  Of  the  Darbjtown  and  Long  Bridge  roads.-  HeasUedme 
where  my  command  was,  and  after  informing  him  what  disposition 
had  b/en  made  of  ihy  command,  by  order  of  General  Longstreet,  he 
said  he  would  show  me  where  my  right  would  be  placed  in  support  of 
General  Holmes  ;  and,  conducting  rao  through  the  woods  to  what  is 
known  as  the  River  road,  he  pointed  out  the  intersection  of  the  roa'd 
along  which  wc  came,  with  the  River  road,  as  the  point  at  which  my 
right  was  to  rest,  and  instructed  me  to  form  my  command  there,' and 
to  ma  rch  it  diag(^ially  through  the  woods,  and  I  would  thus  find  the 
position  in  which  I  would  suppcrt  Genelral  Holmes. 

Having  previously  sent  a  staff  officer  to  bring  up  General  Ssmmes' 
brigade^  which  had  been  escorting  the  artillery,  and  sending  anotljer 
of  the  jstaff  to  New  Market  to  hasten  the  troops,  I  left  another  staff 
ofTicer  to  designate  the  point  indicated  by  Colonel  Chilton,  and  galloped,  * 
myself,'to  the  front,  on  the  River  road,  in  the  hope  of  finding  General 
Holmes. 

After  going  about  a  mile,  without  being  able 'to  see  him,  and  it  be- 
,  ing  near  sunset,  I  directed  another  of  my  staff  to  find  him,  and  inform 
him  that  I  was  moving  up  to  his.  support  on  his  left.  I  rcturnei, 
myself,  to  the  position  of  General  Semites,  to  which  I  had  ordered  my 
command,  at  Nev;  ^larket,  to  proceed  rapidly.  I  ordered  General  * 
Semmes  to  move  forward  through  the  woods,  in  obedience  to  Colonel 
Chilton's  directions.  He  replied  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  so, 
ovfing  to  tho  density  of  the  woods,  and  the  approaching  darkness, 
without  disorganizing  his  command.  I  informed  him  it  was  Colonel 
Chilton's  order,  and  ho  attempted  to  execute  ;t.  I  then  galloped 
towards  New  Market,  wilh  the  view  of  hurrying  forward  the  remainder 
of  ray  command,  when  I  r.cceivod  an  order  from  General  Longstreet 
to  Ifring  one-half  of  it  to  the  position  occupied  by  him,  and  very  soon 
after  another. order  from  Colonel  Chilton  to  proceed  with  tbc  whole  of 
it  to  General  Longstreet.  This  order  was  received  at  the  intersection 
of  the  Darbytown  and  Long  Bridge  roads.  I  instantly  despatched 
Staff  officers  to  bring  up, my  command,  directing  General  McLaws' 
divison,  which  had  been  engaged  the  day  before,  and  was  extremely 
fatigued,.tQ  form  the  rear.  I  remained  at  the  spot  until  the  head  of 
my  advancing  columns  resi^hed  it,  when,  having  ordered  them  forward 
on  the  Long  Bridge  road,  I  proceeded  rapi<lly  to  the  front,  and  ve- 
ported  myself  to  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet.  General  Lee  directed 
me,  as  soon  as  my  troops  came  up,  to  relieve  those  of  General  Long- 
street,  on  his  late  battle-field,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  .front.  Ppo- 
ceeding  to  the  liAttle-ficld,  1  directed  the  necessary  dispositions  of  tUe 
troops  to  be  made,  as  soon  as  they  sliouM  come  ;  and  was  occupied  on 
duty  until  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Tuesday  inornipg.  Having  slept 
jibout  an  hour,  I  proceeded,  before  sunri.-e,  to  our  front,"  whore  I 
learned  that  the  enemy,  who  had  been  felt,  according  to  General  Lee's 
instructions,  during  the  night,  were  still  in  position.  Making  tho 
.necessary  dispositions,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  which  could  not-  be 
properly  done  in  the  darkness  of  Lho  pjeceding  night,  I  advanced  a 
liiij  of    battle,  capturing  some  prisoners  and  a  hospital  of  wounded 
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men.  ,  I  found  that  the  troops  in  front  were  only  a  small  rear  guard, 
a  portion  of  whom  made  their  escnpe.  My  skirmishers  soon  came  in 
conWict  witli  those  of  General  Jackson,  hut,  fortunately,  recognizing 
each  othtr,  a  collision  was  avoided.  Bein;^  anxious  to  pursue  -these 
«;]ight  successes  by  ^.ressing  on  the  retiring  enemy,  T  desired,  after 
tlje  junction  wiiU  General  Jackson's  forces,  to  continue  my  direct 
movement  to  the  front,  and  volunteered,  with  my  conunand,  to -lead 
in  tliQ  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  General  Jackson  replied  th.t  his  troops 
were  fresher  tha^  ruine  ;  and  General  Lee  then  directed  me  to  pro- 
ceed by  the  Qu:iker  road,  and  to  form  on  the  ri;:ht  oi  Jackson.  Hav- 
ing been  provided  w#h  three  guides,  soldiers  born  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  who  knew  thoroughly  all  the  roads,  I  put  ray  troops  in 
motion,  right    in    front,   to    march  on    the  Quaker  joad,    whieh   was 

^nearly  parallel  to  that  on  which  Jackson  marched,  with  a  view  of 
for^^)ing  a  line  of  battle  to  the  left,  and  thus  occupying  that  rpad,  and 
resting  my  left,  on  Jackson's  right.  General  Longstreet  having 
expressed  some  doubt  as  to  the  road  in  question  being  the  Quaker 
road,  I  examined  the  guides  separately,  and  was  satisfied  that  they 
were  right.  I  informed  him  that  if  he  would  give  me  an  order  to 
move  by  any  other  road  I  would  ohey  it  with  pleasure.  This  he  de- 
clined to  do.  I  therefore  marched  as  originally  ordered,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  on  this  road  General  Tjongstreet,  who  had  now  overtaken 
rae,  expressed  again  his  con\ictions  that  this  could  not  be  the  (Quaker 
road,  and  desired  that  I  should  return  to  another  road,  parallel  to 
this,  but  nearer  to  Jackson's  right.  An  order' to  the  same  eftect 
having"  been  communicated  by  a  staff  officer  of  General  Lee,  al^out 
this  time,  I  marched  in  the  new  direction.  Jt  turned  out.  however, 
that  the  road  to  and  along  Vihich  I  had  been  marching,  followinij  the 
guides  was,  and  is,  the  (^>uaker  road — the  only  one  universally  known 
as  such  by  the  people  in  that  country.  [See  the  affidavits  of  the  three 
guides  and  Mr.  liinford,  marked  No.  4,  &c.J  General'  Lee  then 
directed  me  "to.place  1113'  troops  on  the  right  of  linger,  who,  in  the 
meantime,  had  formed  on  the  right  of  Jackson.  This  I  did  as  fur  as 
the  ground  would  permit,  placing  my  three  divisions  eti  cc/iilori  to  the 
right  and  rear.  1  had  scarcely  made  these  arrangements,  when  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Longstreet  to  support  Gena^al  Arm- 
istead  on  his  right.  Barksdale's  brigade  being  already  to  his  light 
and  rear,  I  ordered  Cobb's  to  his  immediate  support,  preceded  by  the 
eixtccnih  Georgia  regiment,  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  \(hi«h  he  placed 
Btill  further  to  his  right  flank,  as  skirmishers,  to  protect  it,  whilst 
the  infantry  of  Cobb's  legion  was  posted  to  protect  the  artillery.  The 
enemy  had  foV  some  time  previous  opened  a  heavy  cunnonado  on  the 
position  occupied  by  my  troops,  from  the  ciTectS  of  which  a  caisson 
exploded,  and  we  w.ere  in  "danger  of  losing  our  men. 

Having  proceeded  to  the  front,  in  advance  of  Cobb's  brigade,  I  re* 
connoitered  the  enemy's  position,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Phil- 
lips'and  Colonel  Edmunds,  sent  by  General  Armistead.  Frcjin  two 
points  in  the  open   field   the   enetny   could   be  well    seen.     I  found  a. 

■  part  of  General  Armistead'si  brigndc  lying  in  order  of  battle,  under 
the  brow  of  a  hill,  covered  by   wood,  through    whieh  a  road   passed, 
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p-arallel  to  tliL'  'ed;^e  ot  the   field  occupied  by  the   enemy.     The  wood, 
through  which^my  troops  had  to   pass   to   reach    tliis  .road,  was   very 
dense,  aiul  the   ground   very   difficult.      I   iminedifitely   selected   tliis 
road  as. the  best  position  to  form  troops,  desigijetJ  to  operate   a^a;ain5t 
the  enemy,  whilst  the  hill  and   wood   in  front  aiforded  a  strong  poni- 
tion  for  a  permanent  line  of  battle.     In  this   reoonnoissance,  I  found 
the  euom3'  to  he  strongly  posfed  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  commanding  an 
undulating  fiehJ  between  us,  which  fell  off  to  Qur  right  into  a  plain  -t 
meadow,  a  portion  of  the  latter  bordering  on  the  (.^) anker  road   from 
Which  I  had  just  returned.     The  enemy  having  reached  these  heights, 
and  pi  iced  himself  in  communication  with   his  gunboats  on  the  rivef, 
I  was  satisfied  from   the   position  of  his   lines,  and  from  the'cheering 
which  had   taken   place  when   his   troops  (|ere  thu:^ Reassembled,  that 
the  whole  army  of  M'Clellan  was  in   our  front.  "  His  batteriw  of  ar- 
tillery were  numerous;  aUd  were  collected   into  {i)  two   large  bodies, 
strongly  supported  byinfanfry,  and  commanded  perfectly  the  meadow 
on    our   right,  and    the   field   in   our  front,  except   the   open  ravines' 
formed  by  the   undulations   of  the*  ground.      Beyond  the  hill,  to  the 
rear  of  that  occupied  by  the  enemy,  since  known  as  "Malvern  Hill," 
firing  had  taken  place  in  the   morning   from  a  battery   posted  in  that 
direction,  which  also  commanded  the   meadoJiv,  or  a  considerable  por-. 
tion  of  it.     'J'ho  field  in  which  the  batteries  nearest  to  us  were  place  1, 
is  called  "Crew's  farm,"  and  the  best  line   of  approach  to  thes^  bat- 
teries seemed  to  be  to  the  right  and  front,  under  the  cover  of  the  hills 
formed  by  the  falling  off  of  this  field  into  the  meadow.    General  Arm- 
istead  having  informed  me  that  General   Longstreet  would  send  hiiri 
two  batteries,  I  deemed  sucii    an   artillery  force  inadequate,  and  socti 
after  I  ordered  Lieutenant   Colonel  S.    D.  Lee,  Chief  of  Artillery,  to 
bring  up  from  all  the  batteries  thirty   rifle   pieces,  if  possib.le.     With 
these  I  hoped  to  sh-itter  the  enemy's  infantry;  but  as  they  di'l  not  ar* 
rive,  the  interval  wa:=.  perhaps,  too  brief  before  I  wa.i  or<lered  to'raake 
the  attack.   Returning  rapidly  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  remainder 
of  my  troops,  I  gave  Brigadier   General  Jones  .the  necessary  orders 
for  tlie  advance  of. his  division,  comoosed  of  Anderson's  and  Toombs' 
brigades,  one  of  which  (Anderson's),  had   already   occupied  the  posi- 
tion lateiy  held  by  Cobl)       Wiiilst  this   was   being  done,  a  heavy  and 
crushing  fire  was  opened  from   the  enemy's   guns,  of  great  range  and 
metal.     About  this  tiiue,  I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  Chilton, 
stating  that  an  order  had  been  given  to  Gen(  rfcl  Armistead,  when  his 
artillery  lire  had  broken" the   enemy's   lines,  as  it  probably  would  do,, 
to  "charge  with  a  yell,"  and  directing  me  to  <lo  the  sprae.     [Sec  p;\- 
pei*    fi+ed,    marked    No.  5.]       I   agiiu    gave    orders    lo  'hasten     the 
movements  of  thetmbps,  and  superintended  them  in  person,  as  far  as 
it    was    possible.      The    enemy's  fire   by    this    time    became    intense.. 
1  then  received  an  ortler  from  General  Lee.  through  Captain  Dickin- 
son, Assistant  Adjutant  General,  "to  a  Ivancc  rapidly,  press  forward 
my  whole  line,  and  fdlow   Armistead's  sucoesses,  hs  the. enemy  wet-e 
reported    to   be   getting   off."       (General    Armi.-^toad    had    repulsed, 
driven  back  and  followed  up  a  heavy   body   of  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers.)    [See  paper  marked  JSo.  6.]     Captario    Dickinson  informed  me 
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I  y  note,  at  the  same  time,  that  Mahone's  and  Ransom's  brigades  of 
Iluger's  division,  would  be  ordered  'wp  immediately.  ,  Having  com- 
pleted the  necessary  arr;ingemcnts  for  my  three  divisions,  and  not 
feeling  myself  at  liberty  to  hesitate,  under  the  stringency  of..my  in- 
structions, I  galloped  to  the  front,  and.  at  the  request  of  General 
Wright,  again  reconnoitered  the  enemy,  in  company  with  himself  and 
General  Armistcad,  fvom  the  meadow  on  the  riglit  and  the  hill  in 
f;-ont,  and  arranged  with  them  a'simultaneous  attack,  from  that  por- 
tion of  the  line  under  my  command.  Soon  after,  Mahone's  brigade 
Laving  arrived,  and  the  hour  growing  late,  I  gave  the  order  that 
Wright's  brigade,  supported  by  Mahone's  shoul  1  advance  and  attack 
^the  eijemy's  Latteries  on  the  riglit%  That  Jones'  division,  expected 
.laomentarily.  should  advaiMie  on  the  front,  and  Ransom's  brigade 
fhould  jfcttack  on  the  left.  My  plan  being  to  hurl  about  fifteen  thou- 
faud  men  against  the  enemy's  batteries  and^npporting  infantry,  to 
follow  up  any  successes  they^  might  obtain,  am!  if  unable  to'  drive 
vhe  enemy  from  hii  strong  position,  to  continue  the  fight  in  front,  by 
pouring  in  fresh  troops,  and  in  case  they  were  repulsed,  to  hold 
strongly  the  line  of  battle  where  I  stood,  to  prefent  serious  disaster 
to  our  own  arms. 

This  plan  was  substantyslly  carried  out,  producing  the  favorable 
results  Avhich  folloAved.  Proceeding  to  execute  it,  1  sent  p:iy  principal 
adjutant  general,  Major  Henry  Bryan,  to  put  in  motion  the  brigade 
of  General  Wright,  ThTs  was  about  half  past  five  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Having  given  ]Major  Rryan  ajuple  time  to  execute  this  order,  and 
Ending  Jcnes'  division  not  yet  up,  owing  to  the  extreme  diflSculty  of 
the  ground  over  which  he  had  to  p&ss,  and  having  sent  off  all  my 
staff  officers  on  urgent  crr?nds,  I  proceeded  to  address  a  .few  words 
to  Mahone's  brigade  and  ordered  it  forward.  Returning  rapidlv  to 
tlie  c^nttcj  I  directed  General  Armistead  to  advance  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  brigad«.  Being  informtid  by  him  that  his'beat  troops  "were 
already  in  front,  those  in  hand  being  raw; .1  directed  the  three  regi- 
ments of  Cobb's  brigade,  then  on  the  spot,  instead  of  ArmiHead's- 
force,  to  advance  in  line  und  attack  the  enemy  in  front,  and  they 
moved  forward  accordingly,  without'delay.  At  this  moment,  1  sent 
an  orderj  to  General  Ransom,  on  my  left,  to  advance;  and  I  pr- 
eceded in  person  to  Colonel  Baik.^d:ile's  brigade,  of  n)y  own  division, 
euperihteuded  its  fornjation,  and  directed  him  tu  advance  to  the  sup- 
j  i.-rt  of  the  troops  who  hud  blrciUly  preceded  him  on  the  right.  Hero 
tiie  fire  of  the  enemy's  grape,  shrapncll  an,d  round  shot  was^  terrihc. 
Stripping  the  limbs  from  the  trees,  ar  d  ploughing'  up  the  ground 
ander  our  feet.  This  gallant  brigade,  net  quailiiig  for  an  instant, 
advanced  steadily  into  the  light.  On  my  return  to  the  positi(tn  I  had 
stdected,  and  to  which  I  directed  my  staff  officers  to  report,  I  learned 
by  note  from  General  Ransom,  that  neither  he  nor  General  linger 
knew  where  the  battery  was,  and  that  all  orders  coming  to  him  must 
come  through  General  Ilugcr.  [See  paper  filed,  JSo.  7.]  I  sent  sev- 
eral staff  officei's  successively,-  urging  him  to  advance  to  the  front 
«r.d  }itt:tck  on  the  left,  and  in  support  of  thoee  who,  by  this  time, 
v/^.'YC  hotly  engaged,  but  this   gallant   officer   felt   himself  constrained 
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to  obey  his  instructions,  and  withheld  the  desired  support.     Henevcr- 
theless,  afterwards   sent  me"  one  regiment,  which  was  ordered    into 
action  on  the  left  of  those   already   engaged.     The  fire  of  rausketry 
and  artillery  novf  rageil  with  terrific  fury.     The  battle-fielcl   was  en- 
veloped   in    smoke,  relieved  only  by  flashes  from    the  line?   of   tho 
contending    troops.       Round  shot    and    grape   crashed    through    the 
woods;  and   ^lelis  of  enormous   size,  which  reached   far  bcycnd  the 
headquarters  of  our   gallant  Commander-in-Chief,   bursty  amidst   the 
artillery  parked  in  the  rear,     J3elgian  missiles  and  minnie   balls  lent 
tlcir  aid  to  this  scene  of  surpassing  grandeur  and  sublimity.     Amidst 
all,  our  gallant  troops  in  front  pressed  on  to  victory,  now  cheered  by 
the  rapid  fire  of  friends  on  their  lelt,  as  they  had  been   encouraged  in 
their  advance  by   the   gallant  brigades   on   the  right,  commanded  by 
Generals   Wright  and    Mahone.      Nevertheless,  the  enemy,  from   his 
strong  position  and  grcat'*numbers,  resisted  stoutly  tho   onset  of  our 
heroic  bands,  and,  bringing  into   action   his  heavy   reserves,  some  of 
our  men  were  compelled  to  fall  back.     They  were  easily  rallied,  how- 
ever, and  led  again,  with  fury,  to  the  attack.    The  noble,  accomplished 
and    gallant  Harrison,  commander   of   the   **  Charles  City    Troop," 
uniting  his  exertions  with  ray  own,  rallied  regiment  after   regiment, 
and  leading  one  of  them  to  fhe  front,  fell,  pierced  with  seven  w.ounds,      • 
near  the  enemy's  batteries.     Holding  the  strong  position  of  the  wood 
and  ravine  with  one  regiment  of  Afiuistead's  brigade,  I   ordered   the 
remainder  of  his  brigade  to  the  support  of  those  in  front;  and   about 
this  time  that  skillful  and  devoted  oificer,   General  Ransom,  led  his 
brigade  forw^d,  having   obtained   the  tequisrte   authority,  and  gave 
further  support  to  the  left  of  our  lino,  whilst  General  Jones,  having 
overcome- t4e  great  difiicuhies  of  the  ground   over  which   he   had   to 
pass,  gallantly  supported  the  troops   on  our, righf  with    Colonel  An- 
derson's brigade  of  his  division  ;   the  other,  General  Toombs'  brigade, 
having  obliqued  to  the  left,  where  it  was  formed  in  the  road,  andlenl^ 
its  support' to  some   of  the   reserv^   troops  .which  were   brought  into 
action.     Towards  the  close  of  the  action,  I   recii^^ed  another  order 
from  Colonel  Chilton  '.'  to  press  the  enem}'  on  my  right,"  stating  that 
General  McLaws"  division  "  had  gone  in  fresh."     [See  copy  filed,  No. 
8.]     That  division  not  having   reached  the  wood  Tiordering   on  the 
open  field  in  advance,  I   despatched   Major   Ih  llested,  of  the  Zouave 
battalion,  ax-ting  temporarily  on  my   stalf,  to  ha.steu    it  forward,  and  . 
bring  up  two  batteries  of  artillery,  which  I   desired   to    have  in  hand  ^■ 
for  anything  that  might  occur.     Not  being  abl^to  find  th^  comirrander 
of  the  division,  General  McLaws,  and  it  being  near  dusk.  Major  Hyl- 
lested  gave  the  orders  directly  to  the  commanders  of  brigades.     These    . 
brigades  were  in  line  of  I  attle  at  Mrs.  Carter's  house,  with  an  inter- 
val  of  about  one   hundred   yards,  between   them  for  the  passage   of 
artillery.     These  commanders,  Kershaw   aifd    Semmes,  with*  the  gal- 
lantry   and    promptness   ^hich    have    characterize^d    them    on  every 
occasion,  advanced  with  their  brigades  at  once  ;   General    Semmes   to 
the  right,  and  General  Kershaw   t<f  the  left,  increasifi,^  their  interval 
as  they  passed  through  tho  dense   wood,  which  intervened    between 
them  and  the  enemy's  position,  and  going  'into   action  on   the  right 
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an()  loft  of  the  positioii  occupied  by  myself.  Their  engagement  with 
.the  cneiiiy  wa8  not  known  to  Xim  untif  half-past  eight  o'clock,  iit 
vhich  time  Major  lljllosted,  who  had  goi^e  etill  further  to  the  rear 
lor  the  artillery,  reported  to  me  their  advance  to  the  front.  These 
gallant  headers  engaged  the  enemy  with  vigor  and  devotion,  and. 
though  ilie  batterie.s  were  not  carried,  contributed  iiuch  to  the  I'out. 
panic  and  dooioralizauon  which  uiaiked  the  enemy's  eacApo  from  the 
battle-field  at  an  early  hour'of  nie  night. 

Previou.'?  to  the  arrival  of  General  McLaws'  divisiou,  I  had  sent 
for  reinforcements,  having  determined,  to  retain  the  ground  we  had 
gained  in  front,  if  pcssible,'  and  to  hold  the  strong  position  of  the  wood 
an<l  ra\ine  at  all  hazards,  to  guard  against  any  reverse.  Troops  were 
sent  me  from  General  A.  1'.  IliU's  command,  and  two  brigades  kept 
at  hand,  to  be  used  in  case  of  necessity.  I  regret  that  I  have  been 
unalde  as  yet  to  procure 'the  peports  of  their  commanders.  Darkness 
hud  now  set  in,  and  I  thought  of  withdrawing  the  troops,  but  as  we 
had  gained  loany  advantages,  I  concluded  to  let  the  battle  subside, 
and  to  occupy  the  field,  which  was  done  to  within  one  hundred  yards 
of  the  enemy's  guns.  Pickets  were  accordingly  established  by  Brii'- 
adier  Generals  Mahone  and  Wrigiit,  whose  brigades  slept  on  the  bat- 
tle-field in  the  advanced  positions  thej'had  won.  Armistead's  brigade 
and  a  portion  of  Hansom's  also  occupied  the  batlle-fiehi.  The  enemy 
retreated  precipitatel}'  during  the  iiiglit  from  this  strong  place  which 
ho  intended  to  occupy,  and  M'hich  he  had  commenced  to  fonity. 
having  reached  his  gunboats,  the  latter  taking  part  in  tho  battle,  lie 
left  ou  the  battle-fiel<l  his  dead  and  '.vounded,  spiked  a^d  abandoned 
two  pieces  of  artilJery,  leaving  caissons,  ambulanfces,  wiigona,  and 
large  quantities  of  medical,  coiifinissary,  and  ordnance  stores  in  our 
hands  lie  threw  iiito  the  ravines'  a  large  -amount  of  ammunition, 
and  strewed  the  roads  with  thousands  of  muskets,  cartridge  boxes, 
&c.,  in  his  ilightdown  the  river.  [See  paper  No  9,  Colonel  Cobb's 
letter.]  lie  was  forced  to  retire  a  i^ieater  distance  from  Richmond, 
and  to  relin(juish  a>^ealihy  and  cumman<iing  position,  which  lie  lias 
since  attempted  in  vain  to  retake.  Notwithstanding  the  strength  of 
the  enemy's  position,  his  great  numerical. superiority  and  the  diflieul- 
ties  of  reaching  Irim,  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  will  compare 
favorably  in  proportion  to  the  number  engaged,  with  that  sustained 
in  most  of  the  previous  engagements  near  llichmond.  It  will  note.K- 
ceed,  1  think,  twenty-nine  hundred  (2,9lHi)  killed  and  wounded,  out 
of  a  force  of  tw;ent.y-si.K  or  twenty-eight  thousand  under  itiy 
orders,  engaged  and  under  fire,  whilst  tho  loss,  of  the  enemy  I  esti- 
mate at  between  si.v  and  seven  thousand  from  the  fire  of  my  tioopa 
alone. 

Tliero  was  no  infantry  attack  by  General  Holmes,  on  my  right, 
as  far  as* I  can  learn.  •The  reports  of  the  oificers  commanding 
on  ,niy  left  will  doubtless  make  known  theirH^perations.  The  olficerd 
ar^d  men  under  my  command  fought  generally  with  the  greatest  hero- 
ism and  devotion.'  and  though  some*  confusion  arose,  from  the  great 
distance  which  had  tp  be  traversed,  the  narrowness  of  the  field,  and 
extreme  severity  of  J,he  enemy's  fire,  there  were  no  evidences  of  panic, 
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and  the  m'en  were  easily  rallied  and  led  to  the  iiol<l'  My  coinmaad,  • 
of  three  divisions,  being  separated  from  the  wa.^oii?,  hud  been  aliudst 
constantly  marching  from  Sunday  morning  until  Tuesday  evening, 
vfith  little. sleep  and  without  food^  it  being  deemed  by  me  imprudeut 
to  block  up.  a  narrow  road  with  a  wagon  train.  They  were  or- 
dered, after  the  battle  was  over,  by  their  •  respective  comraanders,  to 
the  positions  from  which  they  went  into  action,  to  obtain  supplies  of 
food  and  water.  The  officers  and  men  composing  Jones'  division  de- 
serve special  commendation  for  the  faithful  and  fearless"  manner  in 
which  they  performed  their  perilous  duties  at  the  stations  known  as 
Garneti's  and  Price's  farms,  and  for  their  impetuous  gallantry  as  dis- 
played iu  the  actions  of  tH^  27th  and'  2Sth  of  June  opposite  Gould- 
mg's  farm.  '  .         . 

In  the  brigade,  commanded  by  the  gallant  General  Semmcs,  Colo- 
nels August  and  Oumming,  filtccnth  Virginia  and  tenth  Georgia  regi- 
ments, and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Waggaman,  of  thfe  Un^  Louisiana, 
were  particularly  distinguished,  the  two  former  being  wounded  and 
the  last  tak'en  prisoner.  Iai  reference  to  other  highly  meritprious  offi- 
cers of  the  line,  I  beg  If  avc  to  refer  to  the  enclosed  paper,  marked 
No.  12,  containing  .the  names  of  those  whi  are  specially  noticed  iiv 
the  reports  of  the  division-,  brigade  and  regirfiental  oomman  iers.  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
brigades  attacking  in  'front— Brigadier  General  Mahone,  command- 
ing the  second  brigade  Virginia  volunteers,  and  General  Wright, 
third  brigade,  both  of  lluger's  division  ;  Colonei  Barksdale,^  com- 
majjding  third-  Mississippi*  briga.de  of  Magruder's  division;  HJolonel. 
Norwood,  second  Louisiana  regiment,  mortally  wounded,  commanding 
three  regiments,  Cobb's  brigade,  Magruder's  division;.  Major  Ashtcn, 
of  the  same. regiment,  who  fell  heroically,  bearing  the  colors  of  his 
regiment  to  the  front  J  Colonel  Dowd,  fil*teciTtti  North  Carolina;  Col- 
onel Goode  Bryan,  sixteenth  Geonria!,  Cobb's  legion,  who  had  been 
relived  from  picket  duty,  and  led  his  regiment  gallantly  int)  the 
tiiitkest  of  the  fight,  with  the  coolnoss  and  ability  which  characterized 
the  wdl-trained  soldier  ;  Colonels  Holder  and  Griffin,  and  Lieuten- 
Colonei  Brandon,  of  the  third  Mississippi ,  brigade,  who  were  all 
severely  wounded  whilst  gallantly  leading  their  regiments  into  action  ; 
also,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter,  thirteenth  Mississippi,  who  vas  borne 
from  the  field  wounded,  and  Lieutenant;  Colonel  Fi^er,  Lieut.  Col. 
Luse,  Major  McElrov.  and  Captain  Brooks,  on  whcm  the  regimental 
comm;:nds  devolved, 'ail  discharged  their  duties  with  signal  ability.^ 
Captain  Inge,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  ibis  brigade^  distin- 
guished in  every  path  where  duty  leads  to  peril,  was  most  cqn^picu-. 
ous  on  this  field,  where  ho  won  for  himself  thc.tinitcd  commendation 
of  the  brigade  and  regimental  commander?,  to  whose  testimony  I  can 
add  my  own  from  personal  observation,  ('olonel  Ilodgera  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Evans,  of  the  fourteenth  Virginia;  Colonel  Edmunds 
and  Major  Cabell,  thirty-cighth  Virginia,  and  Colonel  Timlin,  of  tha 
thirty-second  Virginia,  all  deserved  the  commenijLitioa  of  their  brigr 
ade  coraiuanders  and  my  own.  Brigadier  General  Arraistead  held 
the  line  of  battle  in  the  wood  which,  skirted  the  field,  and  after  bring- 
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iitg  on  the  action  jn  the  most  gallant  manner,  by  repulsing  an  attack 
of  a  heavy  body  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  skilfully  lent  support  to 
the  contending  troops  in  front,  H'hen  iL  was  required.  Brigadier 
General-  Cobb,  whose  bripjade  w^s  posteT  at  threS  different  stations, 
occupied  a  central  position  ne:ir  General  Arinistead,  ami  rendered 
gallant  and  useful  service,  not  only  by  the  promptness  and  skill  with 
which  he  came  Torward,  and  placed  his  troops  in  front,  in  support  of 
General  Armistead,  but  by  the  devotion  with  which  he  rallied,  under 
an  extremely  heavy  fire,  bodies  of  troops  which  had  suffered  severely 
from  the  enemy.  Brigadier  General  Jonc.^,  with  his  admirable 
division  of  gaHant.  CreorgiaiiS,  the  brigades  cjiuaianjed  by  General 
Toombs  and  Colonel  Anderson,  lent  efficient  support  to  the  troops 
in  front,  enabling  them  to  maintain  their  ground. 

I  regret  to  lose  the  services  of  my  gallant  arid  efficient  assistant 
adjutantgeneral,  Major  ITenry  Bryan,  who  was  twice  severely  wounded, 
v.'hil.-t  accomfianying  Cobb's  brigade  to  the  attack  on.  the  batteries. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  my  aides-de-camp.  Lieutenants 
Allston,  Bustis  :  Lieutenant  Coltinel  Carjj,  iuf^pectorgencral ;  Major 
Bloomfield,  chief  quartermaster;  Major  Brent,  chief  of  ordnance; 
^iajor  Hyllested,  of  the  Zouave  battalion,  acting  aid-de-carap,  Cap- 
tain Dickinson,  assistivnt  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of 
the  Confederate  cavUlrj  :  Mr.  IL  M.  Stauard,  A.  A.  D.  C,  and  Mr. 
J.  Randolph  Bryan,  A.  A.  D.  C,  for  distinguished  and  gallant  ser- 
vices on  the  field.  My  chief  cbmmissary^Major  A.  B.  Magruder, 
discharged  all  hi^  duties  to  my  entire  satiafaction.  I  am  also  in- 
debted to  Captain  Coward,  of  General  Jones'  staff,  for  gallant  and 
valuab'^  services.  Captain  Morris,  of  the  signal  corps,  Mr.  D.  F. 
Brashear^and  A.  C.  l)ickinson,  carried  my  orders  on  the  field,  and 
rendered  good  service.  The  bravo  and  devoted  troopers  of  the  Chsrles 
City  cavalry  were  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  distinguished  for 
the  promptness,  intrepidity  and  intelligence,  with  which  they  dis- 
charged their  important  duties.  To  their  chivalric  and  enterprising 
lieutenant,  (Hill  Carter,  Jr.,)  I  owe  a  public  acknowledgement  of  the 
great  services  he  has  render«)d  the  country  on  every  occasion*  which 
presented  itself  within  the  last  fifteen  months.  I  beg  leave  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  gallantry,  skill  and  ability  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Stephen' D.  Lee,  my  chief  of  artillery. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  thoiigh  the  general  order  of  battle,  directing 
the  weeks'  operations,  required  the  chief  engineer.  Major  Stevens,  to 

.assign  engineer  ofncers  to  each  division,  whose  duty  it  should  be  '*  to 
make  provision  for  overcoming  all.  difficulties  to  the  'progress  of  the 

•troops,"  no  engineer  officer  was  sent  to  me.  Lieutenant  Douglass,  of 
the  engineers,  had  been  attached  to  my  staff,  but  was  relieved  from 
that  position  ;  and  although  I  had  applied  for  his  services  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  army,  more  than  once,  I  could  not  obtain  them, 
nor  was 'any  other  scTit  in  his  j^lace. 

•  As  to  the  time  when  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  batteries  in  front 
was  made,  Brigadier  General  Armistead,  whose  advanced  troops  led 
in  the  attack  from  the  centre,  states  in  his  report,  that,  in 'the  charge, 
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tbc  brigades   ot   Mahone   and  Wri>lit  carae   up  immediately  on    his    ^ 
right,  Cobb's  brigade  closely  following  his  advance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  reapeiitfully,  yo\lr  obedient  servant, 

J.  BA^^KHEAD  MAGRIIDKU. 
•  '  Major  General. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MAGRUDER. 

RiCJiiMONn,  September  0,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper,  .  1 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

*  Sir:  1  have  th^  honor  to  request  that  you  w.ill  forward,  at  once,  to 
the  Secretary  oP  War  the  enclosed  paper,  marked  A,  (remarks  of 
General  Lee  on  the  report  of  Mnjoi* General  J.  B.  Magrudor  of  the 
operation  of  his  covnrn.und  near-Richmond,)  and  the  paper  B,  (state- 
ment cf  General  Magruder  in  explanation  of  General  Lee's  reinarka 
en  General  M-igruder's  report  of  the  openlilons  of  his  command  near 
Richmond.)  in  order  that  they  may  be  suhmittcd  to  the  President 
vithout  dtdny. 

Tlie  papers  numbered  1,  2  and  3,  here\vith  enclosed,  refer  to  my 
report  of  operations  of  my  command  near  Richipond,  with  which 
I  btiT  looAC  to  request  that  you  will  have  them  tiled,  in  order  that  my 
report  may  stand  complete.  They  have  been  previously  fileil  with 
my  report  of  my  operations  on  the  Peninsula,  to'which  they  do  not 
refer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obi-dient  scrvrnt, 

•       '  J.  Bankhead  MAGRunER, 

•  Major  General. 


From  General  JjP.e  to  Secretary  cf  War. 
IIeadquaktf.i'.s  Department  of  Nokthern  ViRcrMA, 


A 


KTHERN    VlRCrMA,  ) 

ugust  14,  18G2.       5 


Hon.  G.  VV.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War ^  Richmond,  Va.: 

Siii:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  M;ijor  General 
Ma'giuder,  and  t\ie  officers  of  his  command,  of  the  operations  in'the 
lato  cng:i^ementd  around  Richmond.  At  the  request  of  General  Ma- 
grudcr,  I  forward  the  report,  without  the  delay  which  would  neoessi- 
rily  attend  its  accompanying  my  own,  which,  for  the  want  of  the 
reports  of  other  division  commanders,  I  am  unaMe  to  submit.  I  have 
only  been  able  •to  give  it  a  cursory  exanj^ination,  and  to  append  such 
rcn:ark^^  as  were  suggested  in  its  perusal. 

General  Magruder  appears  to  have  greatly  exerted  himself,to  ac- 
complish the  duty  devolved  on  himj  and  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
lii^iiorm  alacrity  he  displayed  in  its  execution.  He  had^many  dilncul- 
ties  to  contend  with,  I  know.  1  regretted  at  the  time,  and  still  rt-gret, 
that  the}' could  not  have  been  more  readily  overcome.  I  feel^ssured, 
however,  that.  General  Magruder  intentionally  omitted  nothing,  that 
he  could  ;lo  to  ensure  success. 

.   I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R:  E.  Lee,  General. 
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[A.]  ^        .     •      ^ 

Remarks  of  General  ice  en  the  Report  of  Major  General  Mogruder,  (f 
the  recent  operations  of  his  command  near  Richmond. 

1.  General  Magrudcr  is  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  separa- 
tion of  the  troops  operotiug.  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chiclcahomin.y, 
from  those  unfler  liimsclf  and  General  Huger,  on  the  south  side.  He 
refers  to  this  subject  on  pnges  2,  3,  4,  »,  6  and  7  of  his  report. 

The  troops  on  the  tuo  sides  of  the  river  were  only  scparatcd,untir 
we  succoedeti  in  occupying  the*  position  near  whatiws  known  as  New 
Bridge,  which  occurred  beiore  twelve  o'clock  5l.,  on  Friday,  June  27, 
and  before  the  attack  <tn  the  enemy  at  Gaines'  Mill.    . 

From  the  time  we  reached  the  position  referred  to,  I  regarded  com- 
munication bet  teen  the  two  wings  of  our  army  as  re-established. 

The  bridge  referred  to,  and  another   about  tiiree-quarters  of  a  mile 
above,  were  ordered  to  be   repaired  before  noon,  on   Friday,  and  the 
New  Bridge  was  sufficiently  rebuilt  to  be  passed  by  artillery  on  Friday" 
night,  and  the  one  above  it  was  used  for  the  passage  of  wagons,  am- 
bulances, and  troops  early  on  Saturday  morning. 

Besides  this,  all  other  bridges  above  New  Bridge,  and  all  the  fords 
above  that  point  were  open  to  us. 

2.  Major  General  Ilager's  division  was  ordered  to  move,  gn  Sunday, 
by  the  Charles  City  road.     It  was  not   intended,  or  directeoi  to  move. 
by  the  Williamsburg  roiul,  as  GeneralTSIagruder  seems  to  have  under-  * 
Btood  me  to  say,  on  Sunday,  the  29th  June.     (See  report,  p.  8.) 

3.  General  Magruder  sent  a  member  of  his  ^taff  to  me  on  Sunday, 
•when  he  had  reached   "  Fair  Oaks,"   and   requested  to  be  reinforced, 

saying  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  his  froat,  and  advancing  upon 
him.       •  -  ' 

I  directed  two  of  General  ITuger's  brigades  to  be  diverted  from  the 
Charb  s  City  road,  by  wJiich  they  were  then  advancing,  and  moved  to 
the  Williamsburg  road  to  support  General  Magruder. 

They  were  subsequently  ordered  to  leturn  to  their  original  line  of 
marcl^,  there  being  Ibund  to  be  no  need  for  them  on  the  Williamsburg 
road.      (See  report,  p.  11.) 

4.  The  ref;crt  sent  to  Gene-ral  Magruder,  by  General  Johfts.  that 
General  Jack?on  had  informed  the  latter  fliat  he  could  not  co-operate 
with  him,  hiving  been  ordered  on  other  duty,  originated  in  some-mis- 
take, and  General  iUagruder  Was  advised  of  the  error  as  soon  as  it 
came  to  my  knowledge.      (See  p.  14.)      •  # 

5.  (lencjal  Magrudcr  is  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  with- 
drawal of  any  part  of  this  force,  witJi  Vhich  he  was  to  operate.  (See 
p.  \\.)  The  mis.spprehension  arose  from  a  misundcrstandirg  before 
referred  to,  as  to  the  road  by  which  General  Huger  Was  to  march  on 
Sunday,  June  29th,  and  from  the  erroneous  report  with  regard  to  a 
change  rn  General  Jackson's  movements  just  alluded  to. 

6.  General  Magru<ler  was  ordered  to  relieve  the  trocps  under  Gen- 
eral Longstreet,  Monday  night,  Juno  3Uth,  after  the  latter  had  been 
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operating  all  day,  had  rcpulaed  the  enemy  and  won  the  position  con- 
tended lor.  Many  prisoners  had  already  been  brought  in,  among 
thoin  iienexal  McCall — and  the  Kattle  was  over.  No  enemy  was 
known  to  be  in  position  that  night,  and  our  troops  were  in  uiidis- 
tuihed  possession  of  the  battle-field.  One  oT  the  objects  in  bringing 
up  (jeneral  Magruder  was  to  hare  fresh  troops  to  discover  the  enemy. 
(See  p.  2o^of  report.)  • 

7.  The  note  referred  to  by  General  Magruder,  as  received  from 
Colonel  Chilton,  directing  him  to  press  the  enemy  on^is  right';  and 
informing  iiim  that  (ieneral  McLaws'  division  had  gone  in  fresh,  (see 
p.  3;*,)  w«is  written  after  General  Magruder  hail  sent  to  mo  for  rein- 
fdrc^nents  by  one  of  his  staff.  I  Wjis  with  General  McLaws  at  the 
time,  and,  on  receiving  the  application,  ordered  General  McLaws  to 
advance  with  his  division.  General  Magruder  was  directed  to  press 
the  enemy  on  his  I'ig^t,  because  I  thought  he  was  tending  to  march 
to  the  left. 

R.  E.'Lee,  General. 


[B.J 


StaUmmt  of  General  Magruder,  in  explanation  of  General  Jji^a  remarks 
on  General  Magruder s  report  of  his  operations  about  Richmond,  in  the 
order  ^  those  remarks  : 

Remark  No.  1. — New  Bridge  was  finished  on  Friday  evening,  the 
27th,  instead  of  Saturday,  2»th  of  June. 

I  wrote  from  tneinory  in  reference  to  the  time  of  it-s  being  finished, 
it  was   reportcil   to-mc   th;it   the   bridge,  three-quarters  4|f  a  mile 

above,  was  attempteTl  to  be  crossed  by  troops  (1  think  Ransom's  brig- 
ad  •),  on  Saturday  morning,  from  the  south  to  the  north  side,  but  that 
finding  the  bridge,  or  the  approach  to  it  dillicUlt,  they  came  down  and 
crossed  at  New  Bridge  on  the  same  niorning. 

My  statement  in  rt-gaid  to  these  bridges  was  not  intended  as  a  crit- 
icism on  General  Lee's  plan,  but  to  show  the  position  of"  the  troops, 
with  a  view  to  the  proper  understanding  of  my  report,  and  to  prove 
thar,  th6  enemy  might  h^ve  reasonably  entertained  a  design,  after 
coiicentrating  liis  troops,  to  march  on  Richmond. 

Remark  No.  2.  —  I  learn,  since  making  my  report,  from  Major  Gen- 
eral linger,  that  he  was  ordered  to  move  on  Sunday,  by  the  Charles 
City  road,  and  not  bylhe  "Williamsburg  road,  as  I  then  understood. 

lie  informed  me  also,  however,  that  the  brigades  sent  at  my  request 
down  the  Williamsburg  road,  did  not  delay  his  operations  against  the 
enemy.    The  same  statement  applies  to  remark  No.  3. 

II  mark  No.  4. — The  mistake  alluded  to  by  General  Lee  in  this  re- 
raaik,  originatefl  fiom  an  order  from  the  latter  to  General  Jackson. 

1  was  iiot  -advised  of  the  error  in  this  case  until  about  dark  on  the 
stuiie   day,  near  the  cloEe  of  the   jction   at  Savago  Station.     I  had 
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Nothing  to  do  with  the  mistake,  or  error,  however,  as  I  gave  no  order 
to  General  Jackson,  who  ranked  mc. 

Remark  No.  6. — I  made  no  claim  in  my  report  to  any  participation 
in  General  Longstreet's  fight  on  Monday  evening,  but  merely  obeyed- 
orders  in  relieving  General  Lonstreet's  troops  on  his  battle-field. 

Colonel  Goode  Bryan,  sixteenth  (Georgia  regiment,  reported  to  me, 
however,  that  the  enemy  was  just  in  front  of  that  position  at 
half-past  three,  on  Tuesday  morning. 

Remark  No.  7. — This  seems  to  require  no  explanation.  I  reported 
the  order  from  Colonel  Chilton,  as  one  of  the  series  directing  the  at- 
tack. 

This  order  was  obeyed,  as  were  all  the  others.  The  above  is  re- 
epectfully  submitted  as  a  part  of  my  report. 

J.  Bankhead   Magruder, 

Major  General. 


[No.  1.] 
General  Magruder  to  Adjutant  General  Cooper. 

Fairfield  Race-Course,  August  14,  1862. 

To  General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant   General^  Richmond,    Va.  : 

Sir:  The  clerk,  in  copying  from  the  minutes  of  my  report  of  the 
operations,  omitted  the  name  of  my  able  and  gallant  ordnance  officer. 
Major  J.  L.  Brent.  I  beg  that  the  bearer,  Captain  Dickinson,  As- 
sistant Adjutant  General,  may  be  permitted  to  insert  his  name  nert 
above  that  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carey. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major  General  commanding. 


[No.  2.] 

General  Magruder  to  the  Secretary  vf  War. 

Fairfield  Race-Course,  near  Richmond, 
August  13,  1862. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Randolpm, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  change  the  thirty-adc- 
ond  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  mentioned  in  my  report,  immediately 
after  the  name 'of  Colonel  Tomlin,  into  the  fifty-third  Virginia  regi- 
14 
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mcnt,  vhich  regiment  i?  commanded  by  that  officer,  and  not  the  thirty- 
gecond,  which  is  a  mistake  in  my  report.    I  have  directed  Mr.  Turner, 
Tfho  knows  the  particular  place  at  which  it  can  be  found,  to  make  the 
correction,  if  you  will  hand  it  to  him. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Magruder, 

Major  General. 


[No.  3.] 

Captain  Dickinson  to  General  Magrvdcr. 

General  Lee  expects  you  to  advance  rapidly.  He  says  it  is  reported 
the  enemy  is  getting  off.  Press  forward  jour  whole  lino  and 
follow  upArmistead's  successes.  I  will  have  Mahone's  brigade  in 
the  place  first  occupied  by  General  Anderson.  Ransom's  brigade  has 
gone  on  to  reinforce  Cobb.  Mr.  Logan  delivered  you  my  message,  I 
presume. 

Yours,  respectfully. 


A  true  copy  : 

W.    lIir.LESTEI), 

Major  and  A.  A.  G. 


A.  G.  Dickinson, 

Captain,  fyc. 
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General   Mahone  to   General  Magruder. 

IlEAnQUARTERS  SeCOND  BrIGADE, 

Anderson'' s  Division,  August  8th,   1862, 

To  Major  General  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Commanding : 

General:  Yours  of  the  1st,  calling  my  attention  to  a  certain 
paragraph  in  my  report  to  you,  duly  received;  and,  but  for  indis- 
position, it  would  more  promptly  have  had  my  attention.  I  remember 
very  well  when  General  Barksdale,  with  one  regiment,  came  to  our 
support,  as  I  do  also  the  appeararance  of  troops  from  the  front, 
shortly  after  our  forces  (General  Wright's  and  my  own)  had  entered 
the  engagement;  but  it  is  not  my  prerogative  to  disouss  the  operation 
of  the  troops,  even  if  they  had  all  fallen  tinder  my  own  eye.  I  mean 
no  reflection  by  the  allusion.  I  am  glad  you  have  called  my  atten- 
tion to  this  point  in  my  report,  for  I  do  not  desire  to  be  understood 
as  you  conclude  the   cursory  reader  wU  infer.     I  prefer,  and  ask,  as 
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a  matter  of  gratification,  that  my  paragraph,  down  to  the  word  "here," 
be  altered  so  that  it  will  there  begin  and  read  as  follows: 

"Here  for  about  two  hours  the  fire  and  fury  of  battle   raged  with 
great  obstinacy,"  &c. 

I  will  be  glad  to  have  the  alteration  made  in  the  report  or  any  copy 
of  it  you  have  sent  forward  to  General  Lee, 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Mahone, 

Brigadier  General. 
Official : 

A.  G.  Dickinson, 

A.  A.   General. 


General  Wright  to  General  Magruder. 


Hkadquarters  Third  Brigade, 
Anderson's  Division^  August  8th,   18G2 


.1 


Major  General  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Richmond,    Virginia  : 

General  :  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  language  in  my  report  is  not 
sufficiently  explicit  to  be  understood.  I  could  not  have  meant  that  1 
was  to  attack  upon  the  right,  centre,  and  left,  when  it  vvas  stated, 
that  supported  by  General  Mahone,  /  was  to  attack  upon  the  right, 
A  simultaneous  move  was  to  be  made  upon  the  centre  and  left.  If  I 
am  iu)t  greatly  mistaken.  General  Anderson's  brigade,  supported  by 
another,  whom  I  do  not  recollect,  was  to  attack  upon  the  centre,  and 
General  Ransom's  brigade,  supported,  I  think,  by  General  Armistead's 
brigade,  was  to  attack  upon  the  left.  This  Avas  the  disposition  of 
your  forces  for  the  attack,  that  I  heard  dictated  by  yourself  and 
reduced  to  writing  and  made  out  by  one  of  your  staff,  I  was  called 
upon  to  report  my  own  and  the  action  of  my  brigade,  and  did  not 
think  it  appropriate,  on  paper,  that  I  should  make  a  report  of  any 
other  movement  except  such  as  were  necessarily  connected  with  my 
own.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  our  loss  on  that  day  was  less  than 
it  was  thought  to  be,  I  know  that  the  enemy's  loss  was  very  severe. 
All  night  long  he  had  large  parties  with  lanterns  picking  up  his 
wounded  and  dead.  These  came  within  even  a  few  paces  of  my  posi- 
tion, and  I  could  ascertain  by  the  lights  they  bore  and  their  couver- 
Bation  that  they  were  engaged  in  removing  their  killed  and  wounded. 
I  have  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Wright, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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Since  writing  the  above,  I  perceive  that  my  report  says  I  was  or- 
dered to  attack  the  enemy's  right.  This  is  a  mistake  of  my  clerk 
who  copied  my  report.  The  original  draft  reads,  "I  was  ordered  to 
advance  and  attack  the  enemy  on  ourriglU,^-  Sic.  This  a  serious  error 
in  the  copy  you  have  and  may  be  also  in  the  one  that  General  Huger 
has.     1  will  take  steps  to  have  it  corrected. 

A.  R.  W. 


General  Ransom  to  General  Magruder. 

July   1,   1862—5.45,  P.  M. 

<Teneral  Magruder  : 

Dear  Sir  :  General  Huger  is  present,  and  directs  me  to  say,  that 
neither  he  nor  I  know  where  the  battery  on  the  left  is,  and  also  that 
any  order  to  officers  or  troops  under  his  (General  Iluger's)  com- 
mand must  pass  through  him. 

Respectfully, 

R.  Ransom, 

Brigadier  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

W.  Hyllested. 


Order  of  General  Jxe  to  General  Magruder. 

July   1st,   1862. 

General  Magruder  : 

Batteries  have  been  established  to  act  upon  the  enemy's  lines.     If 
it  is  broken,  as  is  probable,  Armistead,  who  can  witness  the  effect  of 
the  fire,  has  been  ordered  to  charge  with  a  yell.     Do  the  same. 
By  order  of  General  Lee. 

K.   H.    Chilton, 

A.  A.   General. 
A  true  copy  : 

W.  Hyllested, 

Major  and  A.  A.  J).  C. 


General  Longstreei  to  General  Magruder. 

Major  General  Magruder,  commanding: 

Genejial  :  I  sent  my  aid  and  a  guide  some  time  ago  to  take  you 
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by  the  nearest  route  to  New  Market  road,  and,  by  going  down  that 
road,  to  join  General  Holmes  in  front  of  that.  Please  hurry  as  much 
as  possible.  General  Holmes  has  been  expecting  you  a  long  time, 
and  is  in  much  need  of  you. 

Very  respectiully, 

J.  LoNGSTREET,  Major  General. 

If  you  can't  get  your  artillery,  leave  it,  and  send  to  me  from  New 
Market  for  such  as  you  want.  If  you  have  not  the  guide,  move  the 
troops  by  General  A.  P.  Hill  and  take  the  right  hand,  getting  into 
this. 

A  true  copy : 

W.  HvLLESTED,  Major,  A.  A.  D.  C. 


General  Lee  to  General  Magrnder. 

Headquarters  Department  Northern  Virginia. 
Major  General  Magruder  : 

I  have  joined  General  Longstreet  at  the  intersection  of  the  New 
Market,  Charles  City  and  Quaker  roads.'  I  wish  to  know  how  far 
you  have  progressed  en  route  to  this  point. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  E.  Lee,  General. 

A  true  copy : 

W.  Hyllested,   Major. 


General  Jones  to  General  Magruder. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  June  29,  1862. 
Major  General  Magruder  : 

Sir  :  My  line  is  formed  to  the  left  and  somewhat  to  the  front  of 
General  Cobb.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  in  large  force  in  front  of  my 
right,  and  are  or  have  moved  a  little  to  their  right.  I  do  not  think 
it  prudent  for  me  to  attack  him  with  my  small  force,  unless  there  be 
a  simultaneous  attack  all  along  our  line,  I  will  keep  a  good  look-out 
on  my  left.  I  had  hoped  that  Jackson  would  have  co-operated  with 
me  on  my  left,  but  he  sends  me  word  that  he  cannot,  as  he  has  other 
important  duty  to  perform. 

Respectfully, 

D.  R.  Jones,  Brigadier  General. 
Official : 

W.  Hvllested,  Major. 
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Ordj-  of  ihneral  J^e  to  Gentral  Magrudcr. 

July  1,   1SG2. 

General:  The  conimanding   General  directs    that   you  press  the 
enemy's  right.    McLaws  is  going  in  fresh.     By  order  of  General  Lee. 

A  true  copy,  seemingly  from  the  handwritiug  of  Lieutenant   Colo- 
nel Chijton. 

A,  G.  DicKivsoN,  A.  A.   G. 


Affidavit  of  1j.   T.   Gatevood. 

I  am  an  enlisted  man,  member  of  Henrico  Light  Guards;  was  a 
resident  of  Henrico  county ;  was  detailed  to  report  on  the  morning 
of  1st  July,  1862,  as  a  guide  to  Major  General  Magrudcr;  did  so 
report,  and  was  with  him  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  July,  1SG2. 

I  testify  that,  when  on  the  point  of  starting  with  his  forces  for  the 
Quaker  road,  with  J.  B.  Sweeney  as  a  guide.  Major  General  Magru- 
der  interrogated  me  as  to  the  position  of  the  Quaker  road.  I  told 
him  that  it  left  the  Long  Bridge  road  to  the  right,  just  above  Nathan 
Enroughty's  gate,  and  ran  diagonally  across  to  the  Chailes  City 
(river)  road,  and  that  I  indicated  to  him  the  same  road  as  that  along 
which  he  was  afterwards  conducted  by  J."B.  Sweeney. 

I  further  testify  that  I  do  now  and  always  believed  the  road  into 
which  Major  General  Magrudcr  was  conducted  to  be  the  Quaker 
road,  and  that  this  is  the  only  road  in  that  neighborhood  regarded  as 
such. 

L.  T.  Gatewood. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  11.  IL  Nelson,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Ilcnrico  county,  Linton  T.  Gatewood,  who  made  oath  that 
the  above  certificate  signed  by  him  is  correct  and  true,  as  witness  my 
hand  and  seal,  this  22nd  day  of  July,  18G2. 

R.  n.  Nelson,  /.  P. 
Official  copy : 

J.  B.  estes,  a.  J),  a 


Testimony  of  0.  B.  Sweeney. 

I  am  an  enlisted  man,  a  member  of  Henrico  Light  Guards;  was  a 
citizen  of  Ilcnrico  county ;  am  twenty-three  years  of  age  ;  was'  born 
and  raised,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  entering  service,  living  at 
Sweeney's  tavern,  about  thirteen  miles   from    Richmond,  and  in  the 
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vicinity  of  Malvern  Hill,  near  the  Quaker  road;  know  the  country 
intimately,  having  frequently  hunted  every  foot  of  ground  in  that 
vicinity. 

I  testify  that,  v.'hen  orJored  to  couilnct  ^Ma jor  General  Magruder 
into  the  Quaker  roail  on  the  morning  ol'  Ist  .luly,  1862, 1  did  so  con- 
duct his  forces,  leading  him  into  what  I  had  always  and  do  still 
believe  to  be  the  Quaker  road,  being  !i  road  atjout  two  miles  in  length, 
leaving  the  Long  Bridge  road  to  the  right,  about  three  hundred  yards 
■above  Mr.  Nathan  Enroughty's  gate,  and  entering  the  Charles  City 
(river)  road  at  Tilghman's  gate,  about  half  a  mile  below  Sweeney's 
tavern. 

I  further  testify  that  the  road  into  which  I  conducted  Major  Gen- 
eral Magruder's  forces  on  the  1st  July,  1862,  is  regarded  not  only  by 
me  as  the  Quaker  road,  but  by  other  persons  raised  and  living  in  that 
neigliborhood,  and  is  the  only  road  known  and  regarded  as  such. 

I  furthermore  testify  that  I  was  detailed  from  my  compaHy  to  re- 
port to  General  Magruder  as  a  guide.  ♦ 

J.    B.  Sweeney. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  R.  H.  Nelson,  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Henrico  county,  J.  B.  Sweeney,  who  made  oath  that  the  above 
certificate  is  correct.     Witness  my   hand  and   seal,  this   22nd  day  of 
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A  true  copy : 

J.  B.  EsTES,  A.  J).  C. 


11.  H.  Nklson,  /.  P. 


Testimony  of  Mr.  James  W.  Blnford.  * 

I  was  until  recently,  and  have  been  for  thirty  years,  a  resident  of 
Henrico  county,  living  very  near  Malvern  Hill.  Have  always  known 
J.  B.  Sweeney,  I  testify  that  he  was  raised  at  Sweeney's  tavern, 
about  thirteen  miles  below  Richmond,  on  the  Charles  City  (river) 
road  ;  is  a  reliable  young  man,  and  that  he  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  surrouftding  country  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place,  and 
through  which  the  Quaker  road  passes.  I  further  testify  that,  in  my 
belief,  he  is  the  best  guide  for  that  neighborhood  that  could  have  been 
0 procured,  and  that  the  road  on  which  Mr.  S.  says  he  conducted  Major 
General  Magruder  on  the  morning  of  Ist  of  July,  1S62,  is  univer- 
sally regarded  by  the  oldest  inhabitants  to  be  the  Quaker  road,  and 
that  this  is  the  only  road  regarded  as  such  in  that  region.  That  the 
said  road,  having  been  of  late  little  used,  has  become  obscure,  and  ia 
not  generally  used  as  a  public  road.  That  the  road  laid  down  on  the 
county  map  ia  not  the  true  Quaker  road,  but  is  another  and  different 
road,  and  known  as  the  Willis  roj.d. 

Ja.mks  W.  Binford. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,   R.   H.   Nelson,  a  justice  of  tha 
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peace  for  Henrico  county,  James  W.  BinforJ,  who  made  oath  that  thtf 
above  certificate,  to  which  his  name  is  fixed,  is  correct  and  tr\ie. 
Witness  my  hand  ar.d  seal,  this  24th  day  of  July,  1862. 

R.  H.  Nelson,  J.  P. 


Tisthnony  of  Charles   Watkins. 

I  was  a  resident  of  Henrico  county,  living  near  the  Quaker  road. 
Am  an  enlisted  man — member  of  Henrico  Southern  Guards,  fifteenth 
A  irginia  regrment.  Was  detailed  from  my  company  to  report  on  the 
morning  of  1st  July,  1862,  to  Major  General  Magruder  as 
a  guide.  Did  so  report,  and  was  with  him  on  that  morning.  3  know 
the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Malvern  Hill  intimately.  Was  present 
•when  Major  General  ]\'|agruder  interrogated  L.  T.  Gatewood  in  regard 
to  the  locality  of  the  Quaker  road.  Heard  L.  T,  Gatewood  reply, 
and  knowing  it  to  be  correct,  made  no  remark. 

I  further  testify  that  I  do  now  and  have  always  believed  the  road 
into  which  Major  General  Magruder  was  conducted  by  J.  B.  Sweeney 
to  be  the  Quaker  road,  and  that  this  is  the  only  road  regarded  as  the 
Quaker  road  by  persons  living  in  that  neighborhood. 

C.  AYatkins. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  R.  H.  Nelson,  a  justice  cf  tho 
peace  for  Henrico  county,  C.  Watkins,  who  made  oath  that  the  above 
certificate,  to  which  his  name  is  affixed  is  correct  and  true.  Witness 
my  hand  and  seal  this  23rd  day  of  July,  1862. 

K.  H.  Nelson,  /.  P. 
A  true  copy  : 

A.  G.   Dickinson,  A.  A.  G. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  RODES  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  FIRST 

BRIGADE. 

Hi:adquartii;r3  First  Brigadk  Maj.  Gem.  D.  H.  Hill's  Div., 

July,  19,  1862. 

Major  J.  W.  Ratchforu, 

As\istai\t  Adjutant  General^  HilPs  Vivision  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  reports  of  the  op- 
erations of  my  brigade,  composed  of  the  third,  fifth,  sixth,  twelfth 
and  twenty-sixth  Alabama  regiments,  and  Carter's  battery,  making 
an  afrcrrcoratc  of  about  one  thousand  four  hundred  ,and  sixtv  iu>?n.  from 
the  evening  of  the  26  th  to  that  of  the  28th  June,  last : 

In  common  with  other  brigades  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill's, 
mine  took  position  on  the  Mechauicsville  turnpike,  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th  of  June,  We  lay  there  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
26th,  when  we  moved  across  the  Cliickahominy,  taking  position  in 
the  field  between  Mechanicsville  and  the  Cliickahominy,  Next  morn- 
ing, after  being  subject  to  a  brisk  shelling  process  from  the  enemy, 
without  loss,  except  one  horse,  we  moved  forward  in  the  road  to  the 
left  of  the  Mechanicsville  battery,  halted  near  that  battery,  and  about 
nine  or  ten  o'clock  moved  to  the  road  to  Bethesda  church.  General 
Ripley's  brigade  followed  mine,  being  in  reserve  on  that  day.  Fol- 
lowing the  preceding  brigades  of  the  division,  we  came  under  heavy 
artillery  fire  at  New  Cold  Harbor,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take 
shelter  for  a  time.  At  this  point  we  were  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire 
for  a  half  hour  or  more,  but  lost  only  two  men — Lieutenant  Ramsey 
and  a  private  of  the  fifth  Alabama,  1  sent  out  both  Captain  AVhiting 
and  Lieutenant  "Webster,  of  my  staff,  from  this  point  to  communicate 
with  the  Major  General  commfmding,  but  in  moving  forward  in  per- 
son, communicated  with  him  myself,  and  under  his  orders,  moved 
forward,  in  line  of  battle,  to  the  support  of  General  Garland,  in  a 
contemplated  attack  upon  the  enemy's-  batteries  to  the  left  of  Old 
Cold  Harbor.  Before  the  attack  was  made,  however,  the  position  of 
both  Garland's  brigade  and  mine  was  changed,  both  brigades  being 
wheeled  on  Garland's  left  to  the  rear.  We  were  then  ordered  forward 
by  INIajor  General  Jackson,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front  of  New  Cold 
Harbor,  coming  into  the  fight  on  the  left  of  his  troops.  In  c-i-ossing 
an  almost  impenetrable  swamp,  to  get  into  action,  great  confusion 
ensued,  from  the  fact  that  at  the  same  point  several  brigades  were 
crossing  at  the  8a!;ie  time;  and  upon  emerging  from  the  swamp,  and 
striking  the  field  beyond,  three  of  my  regiments,  the  fifth,  twelfth 
and  twenty-sixth,  were  found  on  the  left  and  behind,  and  the  sixth 
and  third  Alabama  on  the  right  of  .Anderson's  brigade,  which  was  in 
front  of  us.  Before  reaching  the  swamp,  I  had  received  an  order 
from  or  through  Brigadier  General  Ripley  to  charge  through  the 
swamp  at  double-quick  time.  This  order  was  obeyed  by  my  brigade 
with  afacrity,  bat  the  three  first-named  regiments  finding  Anderson's 
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brigade  at  a  halt,  and  in  front  of  them,  engaged  in  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry,  were  halted.  The  third  and  sixth  Alabama  went  on,  how- 
ever. The  third  encountered  troops  of  our  own  in  front  of  them  across 
the  swamp  ;  the  sixth  did  not,  but  moved  on,  at  a  rapid  pace,  into  the 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery,  and  in  the  face  of  their  infantry, 
encounteriijg  there  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  battery,  and  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry  in  front,'  and  finding  themselves  unsupported,  the 
men  were  reijuircd  by  Colonel  Gordon  to  lay  down;  au<l  finally,  no 
support  arriving,  retired  under  cover,  in  perfectly  good  order,  and 
there  awaited,  with  the  third,  further  orders.  Almost  upon  the  re- 
turn of  the  sixth  Alabama,  the  brigades  of  Generals  Anderson  and 
Garland,  having,  in  the  meantime,  with  three  of  my  regiments,  been 
brought  into  some  sort  ot  alignment,  were  ordered  to  charge.  The 
charge  was  intended  to  be  general,  and  had  been,  I  thought,  extended 
throughout  the  line,  but  upon  traversing  the  field  before  spoken  of, 
and  attaining  the  road  beyond,  very  nearly,  I  found,  upon  examina- 
tion of  my  line,  that  two  of  my  regiments  had  not  moved  with  my 
brigade  ;  and, .upon  examining  the  line  further  to  the  right,  found  that 
they  were  not  with  General  Anderson  either,  and  that  his  right  was 
at  least  the  length  of  two  or  three  regiments  from  the  lower  edge  of 
the  field,  and  liable  to  be  turned,  whilst  on  the  right  of  General  A. 'a 
brigade,  the  whole  line  having  a  moment  before  paused  and  hesitated, 
nearly  if  not  the  whole  of  the  left  of  the  division,  as  far  as  one  in  my 
position  could  see,  broke  and  retreated  in  apparent  confusion.  1 
thought  the  whole  cf  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  mire,  as  well  as  my 
three  regiments,  were  involved  in  it.  At>  that  moment,  though  the 
whole  of  General  Anderson's  brigiule  seemed  to  be  at  a  halt,  still 
•his  right,  composed  of  regiments  which  joined  him  after  his  halt, 
wavered,  and  looking  around  for  troops  to  sustain  him,  I  discovered 
some'at  the  lower  end  of  the  field,  to. the  rear,  not  engaged,  but  under 
artillery  fire,  I  found  them  to  be  Colquitt's  brigade  ;  and  close  to 
them,  on  their  left,  I  found  the  sixth  and  third  Alabama  regimen ta. 
Urging  Colonel  Colquitt  to  move  up  to  Anderson's  right,  1  ordered 
my  two  regiments  directly  forward  to  his  support,  and  then  moved  up 
the  original  Hue  to  collect  and  return  to  the  field,  if  possible,  those 
who  had  fallen  back  from  the  left.  I  arrived  at  the  left  in  time  to 
stop  some  fugitives,  but  was  so  utterly  exhausted  from  weakness,  pro- 
ceeding from  my  wound,  not  yet  by  any  means  healed,  that  I  could 
do  no  more.  I  found,  however,  that  the  confusion  before  spoken  of, 
on  the  left  of  the  line,  had  not  been  general ;  that  my  three  first- 
named  regiments  had  continued  the  charge,  and  had  successfully,  and 
almost  alone,  beaten  back  two  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  besides  taking  a  bitttery  of  the  enemy  directly  in  our  front. 
The  fifth  Alabama  regiment,  which  took  the  battery,  was  sustained  in 
this  portion  of  the  charge  by  the  twenty-sixth  only,  the  twelfth 
Alabama,  which  was  in  some  confusion,  having  shifted  to  ^le  left  late 
in  the  evening  and  joined  the  troops  which  came  up  on  the  left  of 
Hill's  division. 

All  the  regiments  and  regimental  officers  acted  handsomely  ;  but  the 
fifth  and  twenty-sixth  were  especially  distinguished   for  their  great 
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conrage.  I  feel  confident  that  no  troops  ever  acted  better  than  they 
did  on  this  occasion — men  and  officers  all  acted  noUy.  Colonel  C. 
C.  Pegues,  of  the  fifth  Alabama,  was  wounded  desperately  in  the 
charge,  aud  hag  since  died  of  his  wounds.  Upon  falling,  he  called 
the  next  officer  in  command  to  him,  (Major.  Hobson,)  and  told-him  that 
the  fifth  Alabama  had  always  been  in  the  advance,  and  that  it  was  his 
last  wish  that  it.  should  then  go  ahead,  and  -allow  no  regiment  to  pass 
it.  Major  ilobson  gallantly  carried  out  his  wishes,  and  led  the  regi- 
ment on,  constantly  ahead  of  all  others  of  the  division,  except  the 
twenty-sixth,  which  kept,  under  its  brave  colonel,  (O'xSeal,)  steadily 
with  it. 

Carter's  battery  had  but  little  to  do,  except  to  receive  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when,  for  a  short  time,  under 
my  orders,  with  two  of  his  pieces,  and  later  with  his  whole  battery, 
under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Jackson,  it  engaged  the  enemy's 
battery  to  the  left  of  the  Cold  Harbor  field,  and  silenced  it.  For- 
tunately the  battery  suffered  but  little  loss.     Captain  Carter  and  his 

I  men,  on  this  occasion,  as  on  a  former  one,  behaved  with  distinguished 

I  galhmtry. 

!  The  total  loss  of  the  brigade  in  this  battle  was  thirty-one  men 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  woynded.  Of  these,  the  fifth 
Alabama  lost  twenty-one  killed  and  forty-five  Avounded. 

After  causing  the  brigade  to  reassemble,  we  slept  on  the  field  of 

j  battle.  The  brigade,  under  orders,  moved  down  near  the  Grapevine 
bri(!ge,  and  remained  there  during  the  day.  At  the  close  of  the  day, 
(Saturday,)  I  was  compelled,  from  the  condition  of  my  arm,  and  from 
consc(iuent  fever,  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  Colonel 
GordoTi,  of  the  sixth  Alabama.  I  desire  to  call  especial  attention  to 
the  conduct  of  the  above  mentioned  officer  ;  he  was  distinguished  for 
all  that  J}  soldier  can  admire. 

My  regular  and  volunteer  staff  cfiicers,- Captain  Whiting,  Lieuten- 
ants Webster  and  Peyton,  Messrs.  Wood  and  Thomas  Bouldin,  and 
Mr.  V.  H.  Rodes,  and  Mr.  Lumsden,  were  of  great  service  to  me,  and., 
served  me  faithfully,  at  grelit  personal  risk,  all  the  aftefnoon.  Cap- 
tain Whiting  and  Lieutenant  Webster  deserve  especial  mention,  how- 
ever. The  latter  was  killed  in  the  charge  across  the  field,  after 
having  given  evidence  of  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage,  and  of 
unusual  intelligence.  I  am  under  especial  obligation  to  Major  B.  G. 
Baldwin,  who  had  rejoined  my  staff,  and  had  consented  to  act  as  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  of  the  sixtli  Alabama  regi«icnt.  Acting  in  both  capaci- 
ties, at  intervals,  during  the  day,  he  showed  the  highest  order  of 
soldierly  qualiticj  in  both. 

I  submit  herewith  all  the  regimental  reports  that  have  been  handed 
in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Major,  very  respectfully, 

R.   E.  RODES, 
Brigadier  General  commanding,  fyc. 
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LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  hi  the  First  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  in  the  Engagements  of  the  21th  June  and  1st  July,  1862  : 


Battle  of  27Tn  June. 

Battle  of  1st  July. 

Narno  of  Regiment. 

KillBd. 

Wounded 

Name  of  Regiment 

Killed. 

Wounded 

2 

21 

1 
4 
0 

14 
4-5 
10 
11 
28 
3 

Third  Alabama 

37 
2G 
15 
00 
13 
00 

163      ,' 

i^'ifth  Alab.inia  

Fifth  Alabama 

61 

Sixth  Alabsmia 

Twelfth  Alabama 

Twenty-sixth  Ala 

Carter's  Battery 

Sixth   Alabama 

Twelfth  Alabama 

Twemy^ixth  Ala 

Carter's  Battery 

29 
00 
73 
00 

Totals 

81 

114 

Totals 

91     . 

326      ' 

■ 

Eeepec'fully  submitted, 


H.  A.  WHITING,  A.A.G. 


REPORT    OF    COLONEL    GORDON    OF    OPERATIONS    OF 
FIRST    BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  } 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  19,  18G2.  '    j 

To  Major  J.  W.  Ratchford, 

A.  A.  General,  third  division  : 

Major  :  On  the  evening  of  28th  ultimo,  the  command  of  this  brig- 
ade was  turned  over  to  me  by  Brigadier  General  Rodes,  his  physical 
prostration  forcing  him  to  retire. 

At  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Monday,  June  30th,  the  brigade  was 
put  in  motion,  crossing  the  Chickahominy  at  Grapevine  Bridge,  and 
halted,  during  the  afternoon  and  night,  on  the  Williamsburg  road, 
near  ^Vhite  Oak  creek.  Here  one  regiment  (the  twelfth  Alabama) 
was  sent  across  the  creek  as  picket,  and  was  next  day  ordered  back 
to  Richmond  in  charge  of  prisoners. 

Continuing  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  on  the  1st  of -July,  we  were 
haltod  near   Malvern   llill.     As   ordered   by  Major   General  Hill,  I 
formed  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  right  of  the  division,  and 
threw  out  a  portion  of  the  third    Alabama   as   skirmishers,  covering 
my  right  ilank.     Remaining  in  this  position  for  two  hours,  I  received 
an  order  to  move  immediately  forward.     Ordering  the  third  Alabama 
to  call  in  its  skrmishers,  and  by  a  rapid  foward  movement,  to  join  the 
brigade,  I  moved  on.     The    enemy's  batteries  were  distant  about  one 
mile,  and  the  ground  intervening  exceedingly  rough.     Passing  across 
an  open  meadow,  and  up  a  precipitous  hill,  through  dense  woods,  one 
of  the  regiments  of  General  Anderson's  brigade  (Colonel  Trew),  re- 
ported to  me  as  having  lost  its  brigade.     Forming  it  upon  the  left  of 
this  brigade,  I  moved  forward,  halting  when  near   the  open  field  in 
which  the   enemy   had  stationed  his   batteries.     I  here  sent  forward 
Captain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A,  A.  General  to  ascertan  the  respective  po- 
sitions of  the  Confederate  and  Federal  batteries.     Upon  his  report,  I 
half  wheeled  the  brigade  to   the  left,  and  moving  forward  placed  it 
under  cover  of  a  low  hill  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  to   await 
orders,  with  the  twenty-sixth  Alabama  on  the  right,  and  the  fifth  Ala- 
bama next  on  the  right,  both  immediately  in  rear  of  the  position  oc- 
cupied by  our  own  batteries.     The  twenty-sixth  Alabama  and  the 
right  wing  of  the  fifth  were  suffering  from   the  enemy's  artillery  fire, 
directed  at  our  batteries.     I   therefore   at  once  moved  these  portions 
of  the  brigade  by  the  left  flank   in  rear   of  the  third  Alabama,  which 
I  had  previously  brought  into  line.     This  was  my  position,  when  Ma- 
jor General  Hill  gave  me  the  order  to  charge    the   batteries  in  our 
front,  distant  seven  or  eight  hundred  yards,  across  an  open  field,     I 
ordered  Captain  H.  A.  Whiting  to  bring  the  twenty-sixth   Alabama 
and  the  right  wing  of  the  fifth   Alabama  as  rapidly  as  possible  into 
line.     The  whole  ground  in  front  of  the  twenty-sixth,  fifth  and  third 
Alabama  regiments  was  swept  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  which  had, 
in  rapid  succession,  silenced  two   Confederate  batteries  in  our  front. 
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As  there  was  no  artillery  to  attract  the  enemy's  attention,  his  batteries, 
from  the  beginning,  and  his  infantry  finally  poured  a  most  destruc- 
tive fire  upon  my  ranks.  Never  was  the  courage  of  troops  more  se- 
verely tried,  and  heroically  exhibited  than  in  this  charge.  They 
moved  on  under  this  terrible  fire,  breaking  and  driving  off  the  first 
line  of  infantry,  until  within  a  little  over  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
batteries.  Here,  the  canister  and  musketry  mowed  down  my  already 
thinned  ranks  so  rapidly  that  it  became  impossible  to  advance  without 
support,  and  had  it  been  possible  to  reach  the  batteries,  I  have  high 
authority  to  back  my  own  judgment,  that  it  would  have  been  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  entire  command.  I  therefore  ordered  the  men  to  lie 
down  and  open  fire,  and  immediately  sent  back  to  notify  Major  Gen- 
eral Hill  of  my  position,  and  to  ask  him  to  send  up  support.  A  brig- 
ade was  sent  forward,  but  failed  to  reach  my  line.  The  troops  sent 
up  from  another  division  on  the  right,  had  already  fallen  back,  and 
refused  to  rally  under  the  efforts  made  by.  Captain  Whiting,  A  A. 
General,  and  myself.  Nearly  one  half  of  the  brigade  had  been 
killed  or  wounded,  leaving  me  about  six  hundred  men  able  to  load  and 
fire.  ^Vith  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  heavy  lines  of  infantry  con- 
centrating their  fire  on  my  ranks,  jt  was  folly,  M'ithout  immediate  and 
steady  support,  to  hold  the  brigade  longer  in  this  position.  I  there- 
fore ordered  it  to  fall  back.  Night  was  upon  us,  and,  in  common 
with  some  of  my  officers,  I  assisted  in  placing  other  troops  in  posi- 
tion. The  batteries  were  not  taken;  but, without  detracting  any  thing  from 
the  action  of  other  troops,  justice  to  these  men  compels  me  to  say 
that  the  dead  of  this  brigade  marked  a  line  nearer  the  batteries  than 
any  other.  Some  of  the  twelfth  North  Carolina  regiment  nobly 
rushed  forward  and  perished  among  the  dead  of  my  right  regiment. 
I  called  the  attention  of  two  of  Major  General  Hill's  staff  to  these 
facts  the  next  day  on  the  field. 

There  were  many  exhibitions  of  individual  heroism,  but  I 
must  call  especial  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  O'Neal, 
of  the  twenty-sixth  Alabama  ;  Major  IJobson,  of  the  fifth  Alabama  ; 
Major  Sands  and  Captain  Powell,  of  the  third  Alabama,  and  Major 
Baldwin,  assigned  to  the  temporary  command  of  the  sixth  Alabama. 

Mr.  Lumsden,  a  volunteer  aid  to  Brigadier  General  Bodes,  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  while  discharging  his  duties.  Of  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Captain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  General,  I  cannot  speak 
in  too  strong  terms.  Ordered  to  the  right,  under  the  heaviest  fire, 
to  assist  me  in  preserving  the  line,  he  discharged  his  duty  with  great 
courage  and  spirit.  His  services  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  were 
invaluable. . 

I  submit  herewith,  a  tabular  list,  furnished  by  each  regiment. 
Owing  to  their  positions  in  line,  the  third  Alabama  suffered  most,  and 
the  sixth  Alabama  least. 

Permit  me  to  conclude  by  saying,  that  nothing  so  increases  an  oflS- 
cer's  confidence  in  our  own  strength,  as  to  lead  such  troops  into  battle. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  Major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  GORDON, 
Colonel,  commanding  Rodes*  brigade. 
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CASUALTIES. 


^3 

a 

o 

3 

o 

c 

Remarks  . 

Third  Alabama, 

37 

163 

200 

354 

Several   reports   have  been 

Fifth  Alabama, 

26 

66 

92 

225 

handed  in,  but  this  is  correct. 

Sixth  Alabama, 

8 

m 

47 

230 

Twenty.sixth  Alabama, 

10 

70 

86 

218 

425 

1027 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  GORDON. 
Colonel,  commanding  brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PENDLETON,  CHIEF 

OF  ARTILLERY. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Corps,  Near  Richmond. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  *\kcn  by  the  several  portions  of  my  command  and  by  myself  in 
the  recent  successful  movement  of  our  army  against  the  enemy : 

The  duty,  at  the  onset,  assigned  to  me  was  to  see  such  good  use 
made  of  the  artillery,  on  the  Richmond  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  as 
to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  should  he  advance  against  our  weakened 
lineiB,  while  our  more  active  force  was  attacking  his  right  beyond  the 
stream.  To  this  I  was  directed  to  give  my  constant  and  unrcmit- 
ing  attention,  and,  as  a  preliminary,  instructed  to  have  the  reserve 
artillery  posted  on  the  different  fronts,  where  it  could  be  conveniently 
and  rapidly  brought  into  action,  when  necessary. 

My  arrangements  were  accordingly  made ;  and  early  dawn  of  2l)th 
Juno,  found  the  reserve  artillery  distributed  thus : 

Major  Charles  Richardson,  with  two  batteries  of  his  battalion, 
those  of  Purcell  and  Milledge,  on  the  heights  near  Mechanicsville 
bridge.  Two  batteries,  those  of  Lane,  from  Lieutenant  Cobbett's 
battalion,  and  of  Woolfolk,  from  Major  Richardson's  battalion,  some 
distance  down  the  Chickahominy,  near  Mrs.  Price's  house,  where  they 
had  been  for  many  days  on  duty,  with  the  guns,  directed  by  Mnjor 
Garnett,  (under  fire,  often  severe,  from  the  enemy's  batteries,)  of  Huck- 
8tep,  Kirkpatrick  and  B.  C.  N.  Page,  advanced' on  the. Nine-mile  road 
to  co-Oi.erate  with  the  forces  near  Dr.  Garnett's  farm.  Miijor  II.  P. 
Jones,  A^ith  his  battalion,  the  batteries  of  Clark,  Peyton  and  lihett, 
tempore rily  assigned  as  a  division  reserve  to  General  D.  II.  IIill,  and 
accompanying  his  command.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutis,  with  three 
batteries  of  his  battalion,  those  of  Ross,  Price  and  Blackshear,  ad- 
vanced on  the  Williamsburg  road  to  strengthen  General  Huger,  where 
his  right  had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  previous  day,  and 
*  Colonel  J.  Thompson  Brown,  with  several  batteries  of  his  regiment, 
constituting  the  remaining  reserve  stationed  near  the  fork  of  the  Nine- 
mile  road,  whence  they  could  speedily  move  in  any  direction.  With  a 
ocmmand  thus  necessarily  diffused,  I  could  give  only  general  directions 
to  the  whole,  and  occasional  personal  supervision  to  each  portion. 
I  am  happy,  however,  to  be  able  to  testify  that  each,  in  proportion  to 
opportunity,  performed  well  its  part,  and  was  sincerely  disappointed 
■when  opportunity  proved  but  slight. 

They  all  came,  more  or  less,  into  requisition  during  the  varied  and 
protracted  contest,  and  some  rendered  peculiarly  valuable  and  gallant 
service.  The  particulars  will  be  briefly  given  in  the  sequel,  and  are 
more  fully  exhibited  in  the  reports  of  the  several  commanders  here- 
with enclosed.  My  first  personal  care,  on  the  morning  of  Thursday, 
26th  June,  was  devoted  to  our  extreme  right,  where  it  seemed  most 
likely  the  enemy  might  attcvapt  to  advance,  if  he  knew  or  suspected 


225 

•our  movements.  I  therefor^  proceeded,  early  that  d.iy,  t  J  the  sceno 
of  the  preceding  day's  conflict,  (j^eneral  Ilagcr's  right,  and  accompa- 
nied by  his  chief  of  artillery,  Lieutenant  Colonel  DeLagnel,  and  by 
l^icutenant  Colonel  Cutts,  made  reconnoisance  some  distance  in  iid- 
vanee  of  our  lines.  This,  though  at  first  apparently  hazardous,  proved 
entirely  safe,  as  the  enemy,  so  far  from  advancing,  had  partially  fallen 
b^ack.  Satisfied  of  this,  and  agreeing  with  the  chief  artillery  officers 
as  to  the  ground  to  be  occupied,  and  the  course  to  bo  pursued,  should 
the  -enemy  move  forward,  1  passed  to  other  points  of  that  front,.  C(.n- 
fident  that,  in  the  event  of  sudden  action,  Colonel  Cutts,  whose  gal- 
lantry aifd  capacity  havQ,been  so  well  proved,  would  efiiciontly  use  tho 

•reseVve,  under  his  charge,  in  aiding  General  Iluger  to.  maintain  his 
position.  But  no  general  or  important  move  occurred  on  either  side, 
nor  was  the  comparative  quiet  broken  here,  even  after  the  firing  had 
commenced  near  Mechanicsville  later  in  the  afternoon. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  finding  our  right  still  undisturbed,  I 
applied  myself  to  the  line  from  Mechanicsville  bridge,  down  the  right 
bank  of  the  Chickahominy, 'with  a  view  to  the  service  our  b;itteries 
might  there  render.  Major  Richardson,  with  scirae  long-range'  guns 
attadic<i  to  his  command,  especially  two  powerful  rifles,  partly  man- 
aged  Dy  the. appliances  of  his  batteries,  and  partly  by  a  detail,  under 
Captain  Masters,  from  General  A.  P.  HilTs  division,  was  already 
peiying  his  respects  to  the  enemy  across  the  stream  with  apparently 
good  effect.  But,  as  the  shot  endangered  our  own  troops,  pursuing 
the  retreeting  foe,  a  message  from  the  commanding  General  caused  to 
be  discontinued  this  adjunct  to  the  main  attach,  after  great  effort  on 
the  part  of  Captain  Millodge,  under  Major  Richardson's  supervision, 
to  cpnduct  rfne  of  these  large  guns'  along  the  hill's  summit  down  the 
stream.  Tlie  r.oute  we  found  impracticable,  and  as  guns  of  short 
range  were  unavailing,  those  batteries  wliich  hiyl  been ,  under  fire  for 
several  days  were  sent  to  the  rear.  Later  in  the  day,  hoiVever,  Cap- 
tain Purcell  was  permitted  to  take  one  of  the  long-range  guns  to  the 
front,  on  the  Nine-mile  road,  in  tho  hope  of  an  opportunity  for  se^yice. 
th  ?ry,  and  subsequently,  Major*  Richardson  succeeded  in  bringing  the 
other  hy  the  same'road  with  a  similar  hope  My  ov>-n  route,  along- the 
crest,  brought  me,  about  nine  A.  M.,  to  a  point  below  Dr.  Friends' 
Louse,  whence,  with  a  field  glass,  I  distinctly  saw  the  enemy  in  very 
large  numbers,  and  in  battle  order,  upon  an  open  slope  some  two  miles 
lelow  Dr.  Gaines'  farm*,  and  portions  of  our  own  t^roops  gradually 
advancing,  as  if  feeling  their  way  along  th^  difficulties  of  the  left 
Lank. 

The  powerful  array  of  the  former,  and  the  cautious  progress  of  the 
latter,  induced  me  at  once  to  send  a  duplicate  dispatch,  tiirough  the 
nearest  General,  to  tlie  Comm.inder-in-Chief,  no,tifying  him  of  the 
observed  position  ana  strength  of  the  enemy.  My  t^'o  aids,  acting 
Lieutenant  Charles  Hatcher  and  Cadet  Taliaferro,  who  bore  these 
dispntches  across  the  different  swamps,  deserve  honorable  mention  for 
the  alacrity,  resolution  and  success  with  which   they   performed  the 

-  task.     After  soke  time,  a  return  message  came  from  the  commaading 
GencFal,  directing  that  our  longest  range  guns  should  be  made,  if 
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possible,  to  pluy  upon  the  observed  position  of  toe  enemy.  An  ar- 
rangcjnent,  to  this  end,  had  already  been, made,  and  two  powerful  rifle 
pieces,  under  Coptain  Dabney,  were  on  their  way  to  the  best  place 
accessible,  just  below  Mrs.  Price's.  At  th^  hous6,  near  this  latter 
position,  I  met  the  President,  General  Magrudor  and  other  officers, 
and  informed  them  of  the  fact  thus  noticed.  Finding  with  the  long- 
range  "guns' too  little  ammunition,  T  despatched  an  aid,  LieutehJlnt 
Peterkin,  to  have  hastened  from  Richmond  a  sufficient  supply.  The 
tru.st  he  discharged  with  exemplary  energy.  Meanwhile,  a  sharp  ar- 
till'ery  contest  wa=»  commenced  between  some  of  our  batteiyes  on  Dr. 
(■rarnett's  field  and  those  of  the  enemy  behind  their  breastworks,  bring- 
ing numerous  shells  about  o.ur  position!  This  contest  was  most  gal- 
iantl}-  waged  on  our  side,  under  the  general  direction  of  Lieutenant 
(.'olonel  S.  1).  Lee,  and  participated  in  with  gieat  spirit  by  Captains 
[i3ne  and  Woolfolk,  and  by  Captain  Kirkpatrick  and  Lieutenant 
Massie,  with  a  portion  of  the  llucl?step  battery.  The  two  latter  being 
especially  commended  by  Major  Neldoa,  whose  calm  and  cheerful 
couri!gti,'uud^er  a  very  hot  fire,  was  of  utmost  service  to  our  inexpe- 
rienced men,  in  their  post  of  extraordinary  exposure.  The  other 
portions  of  Major  Nelson's  command  were  also  greatly  exposed.^hough 
favored  wiih  no  opportunity  of  returning  fire.  The  tM^p  large  rifles, 
under  Captain  Dabney,  being  posted  as  far  forward  as  practicable,  and 
committed,  with  instructions,  to  th6  command  of  ^.lajor  Garnett,  in 
due  time  opened  upon  the  enemy,  across  the  stream,  with  ^what  effect 
we  could  nut  detern^ne.  Returning  to  the  better. post  of  observation 
below  Dr.  Friends'  house,  I  watched  the  course  of  events  till  the  fierce 
encounter,  which,  late  in  the  afternoon,  gave  the  field  to  our  victorious 
troops.  Immediately  thereafter,  the  President  requested  me  fo  con- 
duct him  to  General  itlcLaws'  headquarters,  and  I"  have  gratefully  to 
record  his  preserva'tion  under  a  warm  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries 
which  we  encountered  on  the  way, 

Saturday,  June  28th,  my  first  care  was  directed  to  getting  into 
position,  at  Dr.  Garnett's,  guns  of  suflicient  power  to  silence  tho 
enemy's  heavy  batteries.  Major  Richardson's.  tAVo  large  guns  were 
ordered  forward,  and  preparations  made  for  the  immense  Blakely  guns, 
rifled,  which  it  was  found  could  not  be  adjusted  earlier  than  the  follow- 
ing morning.  Having  again  visited  General  Ilnger's  front  and  found 
nothing  now,  I  returned  and  remained,  at  Mr,  Price's,  while  Lane's, 
Dabnoy's  and  Woolfo^c's  guns  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his  strong- 
hold near  Goulding's.  This  day  having  passed  v.ith  no  decisive  in- 
formation on  our  side  of  the  Chickahominy  as  to  'many  events  oh  tho 
other  side,  and  there  being  with  us  no  little  suspense,  the  President, 
about  sunset,  requested  me  to  beav  for  him  a  confidential  message  to 
tho  commanding  (general.  J^his,  with  its  Sequence,  arrangements 
with  division  commanders,  by  General  Lee's  order,  for-  having  tho 
enemy's  movements  vigilantly  watched  that  'night,  kept  me  'at  work 
until  past'une  o'clock.  Fever  supervening,  disabled  me  on  the  29th, 
BO  that  the  day  was  necessarily  passed  by  me  a^  a  quiet  Sabbath. 
Portions  of  my   command  were,    however,  Actively  engaged,  under 
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arrangements  described,  in  pursuing,  wiih  other  forces,  the  reia-eating; 
enemy.  .  ,  "  '  * 

During  the  preceding  days,  Colonel  Brown  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Coleman,  had  sought  opportunity  of  use  bej;ond  the  Chick-Ahominy. 
The  latter  accompanied  two  batteries  of  the  regiment,  the  Richmond 
Fayette  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Olopton  commanding,  and  the  Williams- 
turg  Artillery,  Captain  Coke,  ordered,  on  the  morning  of  tjie  27th, 
to  reporf.to  General  Lee  at  Ivlechabicsville,  as  he  had  requested. 
These  batteries  were  held  as  part  of  the  reserA'e  of  thtt  portion  of  the' 
army,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  was  called  to  act  as  chief  of 
%rtillery  for  General  A.  P.  IlilPs  division  during  several  days,  Majgr 
R.   L.   ^^^lker  being  at  the  time  sick. 

Colonel  Brown  became  a  close  spectator  of 'the  Friday  evening's 
struggle,  and  brought  his  experience  and  authority  to  bear  in  extricat- 
ing one  of  his  companies,  third  Howitzers,  Captain  Smithe,  on  duty 
with  a  brigade,  from  a  perilous  position  in  which  they  could  do  no 
good.  The  reserve  battalion  of  Major  Jones,  accompanying  General 
1).  11.  Hill's  division,  was  much  engaged  three  several  days  and  did' 
excellent  service,  as  it  did,  also,  subsequently," in  the  encounter  at 
White  Oak  Swam^,  eliciting  from  their  commander  a  warm  eulogium. 
for  their  gallantry  and  for  the  honorable  fact  that  there  was  not  a 
straggler  from  their  ranks  the  entire  week. 

On  jMonday,  S'.lth.  1  was  again  able  to  be  in  the  field,  and  employed' 
the  forenoon  in  ascertaining  movements  in  progress,  and»adjustiug  to. 
them  the   ari'angements   of  my   own   command.     The  afternoon   was 
given  to  making  some  Qf  those  large  rifle  guns  of  uae  on  the  field  on 
Tuesday, "if  needed  and  practicable.  "  . 

Tuesday,  1st  July,  was  spent  by  me  in  seeking,  for  some  time,  the 
commanding  General,  that  I  might  get  orders  ;  and,  by  reason  of  the 
intricacy,  of  routes,  failing  in  this,  in  examining  positions  near  .tho 
two  armies,  towards  ascertaining^what  couM  bo  best  done  withalarge 
artilleryforcc,and  especially  whethef  any  point  could  be  reached, whence 
our  large  gu#s  might  be  u.-^ed  to  good  purpose.  These  endeavors  had  of 
course  to  be  raa'U'  again  and  again,  under  tho  enemy's  shells,  yet  no 
site  was  found  frbmwhich  the  long  guns  could  play  upon  tho  enemy, 
without  endangering  our  OAvn  troop;^ ;  and  no  occasion  was  presented 
for  bringing  in  the  reserve  artillery;  indeed;  it  seemed  that  not  one 
lialf  the  dhision  batteries  wer(?  brought  into  action  on  either  M^onday 
or  Tuesday 

.  '  To  remain  near  bv,  therefore,  and  await  events  and  orders,  in  readi- 
ness  for  whatever  service  might  be  called  for,  was  all  that  I  could  do. 
Here  again  it  was  my,  privilege  to  be  thrown  with  tho  President,  he 
having  arrived  sometime  after  nightfall,  at  the  house  near  the  battU 
field,  where  I  had  ju«t  beTore  sought  a  resting  place.     On  Wednesday, 

Wnd,  active  operations  being  interfered  with  by  a  heavy  rain,  ray  main 
efforts  were  directed  to  examining  a  number  of  batteries,  sendim'  to 
the  rear  some  diat^ad  been  injured,  and  having  taJM^p  to  Richmond, 
euch  of  th'c  c^furcd  ordnance  as  had  not  been  previou-ilv  removed. 
Thursday,  3rd,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  beyond  Turkey  Creek  having  • 
been  elTec+ed,  and  no  probability  of  another  rcT^^wal  of  enffaeemeat 
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then  appearing, 'I  received,  on  calling  on  the  Commanding  General, 
personal  instructions  to  take  to  the  rear  all  the  artillery  not  required 
for  the  divisions,  and  io  co-operate  with  the  ordnance  and  quarter- 
master's departments  in  having  sought  for  and  secured  all  the  stores 
wrested  from  or  left  by  the  enemy.  "With  the  discharge  of  these 
duties,  on  that  day,  and  several  others  succeeding,  terminatt;d  the  mod- 
crate  share  it  Avas  the  privilege  of  my  command  to  have  during  that 
eventful  peri(Kl  in  the  toils,  sccrifices  and  inestimable  services  of  our 
heroic  army.  '  *       . 

Our  loss  in  the  several  contests  of  the  occasion  was,  in  Major 
Jones'  battalion,  five  men  killed  and  twenty. four  wouncl^d,  thirteen 
horses  disabled,  and  two  wheels  destroyed. 

In  Colonel   Brown's  regiment,  one  man  wounded  and  two  horses 
■  kjjled. 

In  Lieutenant  Colonel"  Cutts'  battalion,  (Lane's  company,)  three  meji 
killed,  live  wounded,  and  one  horse  killed. 

In  Major  Richardson's  battalion,  (Woolfolk's  c;)mpany,)  one  man 
killed,  and  three  -Ntounded. 

In  Major  Is'elson's  battalion,  one  man  killed,  one  vrounded,  (though 
seven  struck,)  and  four  horses  disabled. 

Making  a  total  of  ten  men  killed  and  thirty-four  wounded,  and 
twenty  horses  disabled. 

Of  our  medical  staff,  Surgeon  J.  R.  Page  send  Assistant  Surgeons 
Green,  Perrin,  Semple,  Monteiro  and  Hopkins  were  called  upon  for 
the  exercise  of  their  skill,  and  with  exemplary  fidelity  devoted  them- 
selves not  only  to  the  relief  of  our  own  wounded,^  but  to  alleviating 
the  injuries  of  other  sufferers.  In  fact,  my  entire  stall"  was  assiduous 
in  duty,  and  I  may  safely  declaae  that  no  truer  spirit  animated  our 
best  troops  than  was  exercised  by  thfese  under  my  command. 

In  conclusion,  while  gratefully  acknowledging  that  Divine  favor 
which  crowned  us  with  victory,  1  would  commend  to  the  consideration 
•of  the  commanding  General,  what  seems  to  me  to  ha,ve  been  a  serious 
•error. with  regard  to  the  use  of  artillery  in  these  several  fights.     Too 
little  was  thrown  into  action  at  once,  too  much  was   left  in   the,  rear 
unused.     One  or  two  batteries  brought  into  position  at  a  time  to  op- 
pose a  much  larger  artillery  force,  well  posted,  must  greatly*sufi"er,  if, 
not  ultftnately  yield,  under  the  concentrated  fire.     This. was  in  several 
instances  our  experience.     We  needed  more  guns   taking  part,  alike 
for  our  own  protection  and  for  crippling  the  enemy.     With  a  pawer- 
ful  array  opposed  to  his  own,  we  divide  his  attention,  shake  his  nerves, 
make  him  shoot  at  random,  and  drive   him  from  the  field  the  more 
readily,  worsted  and  alarmed.     A  main  cause   of  the  error  in   the 
present  case,  was  no  doubt  a  peculiar  intricacy  in  the  ground,  from 
the  prevalence  of  woods  and  swamps.     We  could  form  little  idG||of 
positions,  and  were  very  generally  ignorant  of  those   chosen   by  the 
'enemy,  and  of  the  best  modes  of  "approaching.'them.     Nor  were  good 
maps  readily  accessible,  by  which,  in  some  meafure,  to  supply  ^his 
deficiency.     Hence, .a  considerable  degree  of  perplexity,  which  nothing 
but  careful-reconnoisahces  by   skillful  oflScers  could   have,  obviated; 
but,  which  being  obviated,  if  the  attack  had  been  more  co-operative, 
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concentrated,  and'  effectual,  the  enemy's  condition  would  have  been 
more  crippled,  and  our  success  more  triumphant,  with  less  mourning 
in  the  land. 

I'havc  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


• .  •  RErOKjT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  R.  S.  RIPLEY. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Rrigade,  D.  II.  Hill's  Division,  > 
Near  Richmond,  July  11,  1863.      > 

Major  J.  W.  Ratcuford,  *  /. 

Asfistant  Adjutant  General :  . 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on.  the  morning  of  Thurs- 
day, the  26th  June,  the  brigade  under  my  command,  consisting  of  the 
first  and  third  regiment's  North  Carolina  troops,  and  the  forty-foarth 
and  forty-eighth  regiments  of  Georgia  volunteers,  marched  from  its 
position  near  the  Wil'iaraaburg  road,  about  five^miles  from  Richmond, 
to  a  point  in  the  vicinity  of  ti:e  batteries  commanding  the  bridge  over 
the  Chickahominy  river,  on  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike. 

With  other  troops  at  that  point,  the  brigade  lay  -Waiting  orders 
•until  near  four' o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  it  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Ohick- 
ahommy  in  the  advance  of  the'  division,  and  effect  a  junction  with 
the  troops  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  command,  then  moving  down 
the  Chickahominy  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsvill-e.  The  order  was 
executed^  and  the  infantry  crossed  at  once,  forming  line  of  battle 
across  the  road  leading  to  the  village,  about  .half  a  miio  in  advance  of 
the  bridge. 

Upon  communicating  with  General  A.  P.  Hill,- 1  was  informed  that 
the  enemy  had  a  strong  and  vrell  served  battery  and  force  in  position 
near  Ellison's  Mills,  something  over  a  mile  td  the  east  of  the  road, 
to  attack  which  he  had  sent  Brigadier  General  Pender's  brigade  by 
the  right  and  other  tuoops  to  the  left,  and  it  was  arranged  that  ray 
brigade  was  to  co-operate.  The  enemy  had  opened  on  the  Mechan- 
icsville road  and  was  rapidly  verifying  the  range.  My  brigade 
change^  front  and  advanced  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  opposite  the  ene- 
my's battery,  expecting,  if  possible,  to  use  artillery  in  the  attack. 
While  the  troops  were  in  motion,  I  received  orders*  to  assault  the  en- 
emy, from  General  Lee,  and  also  from  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,  tho 
latter  of  who]ii  directed  me  to  send  two  regiments  to  support  General 
'^Pender  on  ray  right,  and  attack  the  battery  in  front  with  the  remain- 
der of  my  force. 

The  forty-fourth  Georgia,  undev  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith,  and  the 

first  North  Carolina,  unt'er  Colonel  .Stokes,  marched  at  once  to  the 

right,  while  the  forty-eighth  Georgia,  under  Colonel  Gibson,  d,nd  third 

North  Carolina,  under  Colonel  Mea-res,  moved  to  a  position  in  front 

'of  the  enemy  on  their  left.         * 

Meanwhile,  the  passage  of  the  Chickahominy  by  the  artillery  had 
been  impeded  by  the  broken  bridges, *and  night  coming  on  and  it  be- 
ing deemed  important  to  attack  the  position  at  once,  the  advance  was 
ordered  along  the  whole  line.  ^ 

General  Pender's  brigade  and  the  two  regiments  of  my  own,  ad- 

•Tanced  rapidly,  on  the  right,   while  the  remainder- of  my  command. 

rmoved  against  the  front,  driving  back  the  enemy  from  his  advancad 
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positions  and  closing  in  upon  the  battf^ries  and  their  heavy  infuntry 
supports,  all  of  which  poured  upon  our  troops  a  hciivy  and  inressant 
fire  of  shell,  canister  and  musketry.  The  ground  a^ks  rugge<l  and. 
intersected  by  ditches  and  hedges  and  covered  ■with  aha-tis  a  f^hort 
distance  in  front  of  the  position  tn  be  as.-:aulled.  A  mill-race,  with 
Fcarped  lianks.  and  in  BOme  places  wttij^t  dcfip  in  water,  rnn  along  the 
front  of  the  enemy  at  a  dist:ince  ranginj;  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
yards.  To  this  position  our  troops  succeeded  in  advancing,  uotwjth-^ 
standing  the  fire  of  the  <'neniy- was;  excopdingly  heavy  and  our  lo?f» 
extremely  severe.  .Of  the  forty-fourth  Georgia.  Col  mel  Robert  A. 
Smith  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ester,  fcH  wounded,  the  former  mor- 
tally, bc^iilcs  tv.o -captains  and  ten  lieutenant.''  kilh^d  and  wono'led. 
Of  the  first  North  Candina,  Colonel  ^^tokes.was  riio'rtally  and  Lieiiton- 
aqt  Colonel  McDowell  severely  wounded,  and  Map^r  Skinner  killed, 
with  six  captains  and  lieutenants  of  the  regiment  kilTod-anl  wounded^ 
including  the  adjutant. 

The  forty-eighth*  Gcorsiia  and  third  North  Carolina  had  a  mnre  &*\- 
vant.'.geous  position,  and  sutfered  less  severely  than  the  former  regi- 
ments, although  the  tlurd-lost  its  major,  (Savage,)  wounded. 

The  loss  of  hon-comniissioned  officers  and  privates  was  hojivy  in, 
the  extreme,  arn'ounting  in  the  forty -fourth  Georgia  to  three  hundred 
and  twenty-one.  and  in  the  fir.st  North  Carolina  to  one  htmdred  and 
thirty-three.  Near  dark.  Captain 'liurnet  Rhctt's-bnttery  of  artillery, 
attached  to  my  command,  succeeded  in  crosf^ing  the  broken  brilges 
over  the  Chickahominy,  and  Avas  located  directly  in  front  of  the  en-  . 
emy.at  about  twelve  hundred  yards  distant.  Captain  llhett  opened 
an  effective  fire,  and  soon  relieved  our  infantry  from  the  storm  of  the 
ehell  and  canister  which  had  bev;!n  poured  upon  them.  It  was  a»)on 
reinforced' by  another  battery,  and  a  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  enemy 
until  late  in  the  evening.  Some  time  after  nightfall,  under  cover  of 
the  cannonade,,  our  troops  were  withdrawn  to  a  point  of  woods  a  few 
hundred  yards  distant,  near  the  angle  of  our  line  of  liattie.  which 
position  was  held  by  the  third  North  Carolina  and  forty-oighth  Geor- 
gia and  a  pi)rtion  of  General  Pender's  brigade  The  fragments  of 
the  first  North  Carolina  and  forty  fourth  Georgia,  were  rallied  sgme 
distance  in  the  rear,  under  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  lo^s  of  all 
their  field  and  ma«y  of  their. company  officers,  who  fell  while  gal- 
lantly performing  tiieir  duty. 

Duriiig  the  night,  the  enemy  was  engaged  destroying  and  removing 
his  stores,  but  the  darkness  anl  the  intricacies  of  the  position  pre- 
vented an  attack  by  our  troops.  • 

At  about"  twelve  o'clock,  Golonel  Colquitt's  brigade  advanced' to  ^ 
within  supporting  distan<^|of  my  command.  At  about  half-past  two, 
on  tlt^  morning  of  thlj  2Tth,  my  own  and  Colonel  Colquitt's  bri^rade 
were  relieved  by  Geiierals  Ftatherston  and  I'ryor,  and  moved  to  a*)o- 
eition  near  and  beyond  Mechanicsville,  on  the  turnpike,  wh«re  they 
remained  under  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  fi;om  ithe  enemy's  butteries 
•  along  that  road,  until  the  latter  were  turned  by  our  troops  in  ad- 
vance, ^  Silenced  by  oui*  artillery. 

The  brigade  then  moved  forward,  with  the  division,  on#be  road  to 
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Cold  rfarbor  and  was  hel^foi' a  short  time  in  reserve  after  arriving  at 
that  point.  It  ihen  consisted  of  the  thirl  North  Carolina  and  for- 
tieth (Jeorgia,  with  a  battalion  of  the  tirst.  North  Carolina,  under 
Captain  II.  A.  Brown,  and  but  a  fragment  of  the  forty-fourth  Geor- 
gia, which  had  been  sadfy  cpt  up.  Some  portions  of  both  the  latter 
rfgiuieuts  were,  as  I  have  been  informed,  ordered  by  General  Lee  to 
act  as  a  guard  at  the  C.hickahoniiny  bridge  on  the  Mechanicsville  - 
t\irnpike.  In  the  afterni;oh,  the  brig:j(le  was  ordered  to  the  front  to 
take  position  On  the  left  of  the  line,  which  had  been  formed  and  moved 
to  the'point  designated..  The t'oiintry  was  densely  wooded  and  in  some 
places  covered  with  morass  and  the  movement  was  executed  with  some 
(iifficuhy.  In  searching  fir  a  position  for  the  command,  I  found  somo 
portion  of  our  own  troops  already  in-front  of  the  line  which  I  was  t<s 
occupy,  and  recoiling  a  message  from  Brigadier  General  J.  R.  An- 
derson that  support  was  required,  I  sent  the  forty- eighth  Georgia  to 
th|  right  of  the  "position,  occupied  by  our  division  to  act  in  that  ca- 
pacity. Tiie  third  North*  Carolina  and  the  battalion  of  the  first 
reniHined  upon  the  left.  During  the  various  movement?  in  the  thick 
woods  and  swau-ps,  a  certain  portion  of  the  tiiird  North  Carolina' be- 
came separated  from  the  body  of  the  regiment.  ■  During  this  while, 
the  brigadcj^as  well  as  the  rest  of  the. division,  was  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery,  but  suffered  comparatively'  little,  being  sheltered 
from  view  and  partially  from  fire. 

Before  dark,  the  masses  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  the  "vicinity  of 
the  command  apparently  endeavoring  to -turn  our  left.  In  this  ho 
was  checked  by  the  fire  of  our  artillery  and  the  charges  made  upon 
hin^l/y  troops  of  differentdivisioni?  and  brigades  in-eucccsi^ion.  These,- 
fiom  the  nature  of  the  ground,  were  more  or  less  separate  movements. 
The  battalion  of  the  third  North  Carolina,  under  Colonel  Meares, 
and  of  the  iirst  North  Carolina,  under  Captain  Brown,  took  part, 
doing  good  sad'vice.  The  forty-eighth  G?orgia,  from  it^  position,  Mas 
niaslced  Sy  the  troops  in  front  and  did  not  get  into  close  acUoa.  The 
luss  in  this  battle  from  the  brigade  was  comparatively  small. 

During  the  night,  the  troops  remained  on  the  field  and  moved  early 
the*fullowing  morning,  with  the  divisions  in  advance,  towards  the 
Grapevine  Bridge,  which  had  been  ^iestroyed  by  the  en(*my  in  his  re- 
treat during  the  night.  It  bivouacked  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
that  point  during  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

On  Monday,  July  1st,  it  moved  with  the. division  eaidy,  across  the 
repaired  bridge,  and  followed  the  route  of  the  enemy's  retreat  until 
he-was  found  in  posi'tion  on  the  further  side  of  White  Oak  Swamp 
creek.  Here  it  was  brought  to  within  supporting  distance 
of  the  artillery  of  the  division,  whreh  .engaged  the  enemy 
un4il  nightfrill,  driving  him  from  his  position,  and  enabling  the  pio- 
neers to  repair  the  bridge,  over  which  we  crossed  on  Tues- 
day rnprning  and  followed  the.  retreat  of  the  enemy  until  our  army 
came  up  with  him  in  position  at  Malvern  IIill. 

Taking  different  positioiis  during  the  morning,  in  the  aftcrjioon  the 
brigade  ai^-anced,  under  orders  from  the  Major  General  commanding 
the  division,  through  a  heavy  fiie  of  artillery  to  a  dense  wood  in  close 
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proximity  of  tLe  enemy's  position,  Avhere  it  lay  for  a  time  in  reserve. 
At  about  five  o'clock  it  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  a  jungle  near 
the  hill,  upon  which  the.  enemy  was  established,  and  to  the  left  of 
General  Anderson's  brigade, "  v>'hich  it  did-  in  the  following  order  : 
The  forty-eighth  (reorgi;!  was  now  on  the  right,  the  third  North  Car- 
olina and  the  forty-fourth  Grcargia,  about  one  hundnd  and  seVentj^ 
men  of  which  had  rallied,  and  been  brought  by  Captain  ]5cck  and 
other  ofiicers,  and  the  first  North  Carolina  on  the  left,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  'Bynum,  of  the  second,  who  had  been  detached  for  the 
coramarid  of  the  first  regiment. 

In  obedience  to' the  orders  of  Geneyal  Hill,  I  made  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  enemy's  position  and  found  him  immediately  in  our  front  in 
strong  force,  with  a  battery  well  advanced  toward  us  and  supported 
by  strong  lines  of  infantrv.  The  number  of  his  gufts  could  only  be 
judged  of  by  the  rapidity  of  his  fire,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
country. 

At  about  half-past  six  or  seven  o'clock,  an  attack  was  made  by  the 
troopaion  our  right,  and  we  were,  with  the  Other  brigades  in  advance, 
ordered  by  General  Hill  to  move  forward  at  once  and  attack  the 
enemy.  Gordon's  and  Anderson's  brigades  were  on  my  right, 
and  the  troops  of  the  three  mounted  the  hill  in  a  gallant  manner.  At 
its  brow,  our  troops  were  met  with  a  furious  fire  of  shot  and  .shell  and  . 
musketry.  Officers  find  jmen  fell  fast,  but  they'mnintained  their 
ground,  opening  and  keeping  up  a  severe  fire  upon  the  c\iemy  in  re- 
turn, before  which  his  .advanced  battery  fell  back  and  his  troops 
wavered.  He  pressed  hard  upon  our  left,  however,  and  while  moving 
his  regiments  to  its  support,  the  gallant  and  the  accomplished  Colo- 
nel Gaston  IMeares,  of  the  third  IS^orth  "(.Carolina  regiment,  fell.  Mean- 
while Garland's  and  Colquitt's  brigades  had  been  advanced  and  ihade 
good  the  action  on  the  right.  Darkness,  however,  was  rapidly  ap- 
proaching and  not  knowing  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  suffering,  the 
troops  fell  back  to  the  road  near  the  brow  of  the  hill.  Other  portions 
withdrew  to  the  cover  of  the  nsing  ground,  .and  the  night  coming  on, 
there  was  much  confusion  from  the  loss  of  ofiicers  and  the  nature  of 
the  country.  Dense,  dark,  and  in  many  places  marshy,  observation 
could  reach  bat  a  short  distance,  quick  m.ovement  was  impcfssible,  and 
in  the  din  of  battle  the  voice  could  be  heard  but  a  few  yards.  Fregh 
troops  were  ordered  forward,  and  the  troops  of  the  brigade  were  col- 
lected in  parties ,  by  such  ofiicers  as  they  fell  in  with.  A  portion 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  field  during  the  night,  and  the  remain- 
der with  portions  of  other  brigades  of  the  division,  having  been  col- 
Jected,  were  retired  a  short  distance  on  the  Charles  City  road.  During 
the  night,  the  enemy  foil  away  from  this  hardly  contcstd  field.  On 
Wednesda}'  morning,  the  brigade  was  reformed  at  the  churr-h  in  front 
of  the  battle-field,  And  with  the  division,  whence  it  marched  a  short 
distance  to  the  bivouack,  at  and  near  which  it  remained  until  tho 
movement  of  the  9th  to  its  present  vicinity. 

The  movements  and  actions  of  the  brigade  utder  my  command, 
during  the  six  days'  operations  of  the  array  being  but  a  constitvent 
portion  of  those  of  th^  division  and    army,  a  more  detailed  report  is 
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believed  urmecopsary.  The  a^gre^jate  force  which  CDterevi  into  ihe 
teries  of  erigarremcnts,  on  the  the  Stjth  of  June,  was  •tweuty-tbroc 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  inclu<iing  pioneers  and  the  ainhulanco  corps. 
Of  this,  our  loss  has  beea  forty-five  officets  and  eijiht  hundred  and 
forty-four  non-comrajssioncd  officers  and  private?  in  killed,  woundod, 
tind  missing,  the  hitter  class  numbering  but  tliirty  Seven  out  of 
elffen  field  officers  -fell,  killed  and  wounded,  while  leading  on  their 
Tt'giiuents  and  of  the  seven,  four  are  dead.  To  the  menuiry  of  these, 
the  country  will  give  that  meed  of  consideration  which,  is  the  reward 
of  brave  men,  battling  in  such  a  cause  sis  our«. 

Three  colonels  out  of  four,  all  brave  and  accoranlished  officers— -Col  o- 
hel  M.  S.  Stokes,  .of  the  first  North  Carolina  ;  Colonel  Gaston  Meares, 
of  the  third  North  Carolina,-  and  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith,  of  the 
forty-fourth  Geoiigia — all  have  sealed  their  devotion  with  their  lives. 
Their  conduct  on  the  field*  was  beyond  praise,  and  in  t];icir  loss,  their 
regiments  and  the  service  have  suffered  severely.  Mnjor  Skinner,  of 
the  first  North  Carolina,  died  in  a  like  nranner.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McDowell,  of  the  first  North  Carolina,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ester, 
(the  former  severely,  the  latter  slightly.)  were  both  wounded  in  the 
front  of  the  battle.  '  Of  the  surviving  officers — Colonel  Gibson  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Carswell,  of  the  forty-eighth  Georgia,  led  their 
regiments  in  the  actions  in  which  it  was  enjjaired.  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel  De  Rosset  and*  Captain  Thurston,  (noting  field  oflficers,)  of  the 
third  North  Carolina,  behaved  with  credit  to  themselves,  and  made 
good,  to  as  full  extent  as  possible,  the  loss  sustained  in  their  gallant 
colonel.  Captain  IL  A.  Brjown,  of -the  first  'North  Carolina,  rallied 
the  troops  of  his  regiment,  with  other  officers,  after  all  the  field  oifi-" 
cers  had  been  lo.st,  and  1(^1  tl^o  regiment  until  yelievcd  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bynum,  Captairts  Beck  and  Lumpkin,  of 
the  forty-fourth  ••eorgia,  marched  with  the.  brigade,  with  the 
fragment  of  the  regiment,  on.the  27th,  and  served  throagh  the  sub- 
sequent actions  .  But  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  of  this  regiment 
were  unhurt  at  the  action  at  Ellison's  Mills,  of  thase  who  entered.'  I 
was  attended  during  the  eugag<>ments  by  my  staif — Captain  Leo.  D. 
Walker,  A.  A.  General,  and  Lieutenant  F.  G.  Ravenel,  aid-de-camp. 
Lieutenan't'Riivenel,  after  behaving  witl\  most  distinguij-hed  gallantjry 
at  Ellison's  ALUs  sirnd  at  Cold  Harbor,  was  killed  while  leading  on 
ihe  troops  of  the  right  of  the  brigade  in  the  very  front  at  the  battle 
of  Malvern  ILll.  Of  all. who  have  fallen  during  this  series  of  engage- 
ments, nonO  braver  have  scaled  their  devotion  to  our  cause.  Major 
Mitcl.ell,  brigade  commissary,  was  also  on  the  field,  and  rendered 
valuable  services.  * 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  remark  ihat  the  troops  of  this  brigade,  ar- 
riving at  Richmond,  just  after  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  Ave.re 
ordered  immediately  to  the  front  and  performed  .picket  mu\  out-post 
duty,  with  slight  intermission,  until  the  march  towards  Mechanics- 
ville.  Two  of  the  regiments — the  first  and  third  North  Carolitia — 
had  been  some  tim^in  Service,  but  not  in  action.  The  forty-fourth  and 
forty-eighth  Georgia  were  new  troops,  and  it  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted, 
as  the  whole  were  brigaded  for  the. first  tiine,  that'  some  further  oppor- 
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tanity  could  not  have  been  afforded  for  perfecting  their  orgaulzation 
and  dicipline  as  a  brigade."  Nevertheless  the  mass  of  the  troops  did 
their  duty  well,  and  although  there  were  exceptions,  from  respect  to^ 
those  gallant  ofllcers  and  men  who  upheld  bravely  the.  honor  of 
their  flag,  those  who  strayed  from  the  field  of  duty  I  leave  to  their 
own  consciences  and  the  condemnation  of  their  comrades. 

I  have  tfie  houor.to  enclose  a  return  and  lists  of  the  kiikd  and 
wounded  and  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  bo  far  as  they, 
have  been  received. 

I  am,  very  respoctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'     •  R.  S.  RlPLEY, 

•     •  Brigadier   General  cotnviariding.   _ 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  GARLAND'S"  BRIGADE 

Hkadquartehs  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  ) 

July  Mth,  1862.  \ 

Tp  ]\IajOr  Ratchford,  A.  A.    General :  * 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  op- 
erations of  this  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements  and  operations  of 
the  army  before  Richmond  : 

On  the  25th  of  Ji:ne,  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  Wil- 
liamsburg road  inducing  Major  General  Huger,  whose  troops  were  in 
front,  to  call  fdr  support,  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  ray  brigade 
in  supporting  distance  of  Generals  Armistead  and  Wright,  and  co- 
operate witli  them  to  such  an  extent  as  the  exigency  might  require. 
Those  Generals  having  moved  forward  their  troops  into  the  woods  in 
front  of  our  lines, on  tlie  Williamsburg  road,  my  brigade  was  placed 
in  the  vacated  rifle-pits  and  kept  under  arms,  and  exposed  to  artillery 
fire  during  the  entire  afternoon. 

The  fifth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  D.  K.  McRae,  was  ordered  to 
move  forward  out  of  the  rifle-pits,  across  the  field  in  front,  to  the 
edge  of  the, woods  opposite,  and  protect  a  section  of  artillery  brought 
up  to  that  point  to  silence  the  enemy's  guns.  This  duty  they  per- 
formed with  their  accustome*d  alacrity,  and  happily  escaped  casual- 
ties. •     '  .  ■•  •  •. 

Having  spent  more  than  half  the  day  under  arms  and  under  fire, 
the  brigade  was  permitted  to  return  to  camp  after  dark,  and  make 
preparations  for  the  impending  movements.  I  mention  the  foregoing 
fatigues  and  exposure,  because  they  were  in  the  nature  of  extra  duiy 
borne  by^  this  brigade,  on  the  eve  of  general  operations,  and  the 
troops  should  receive' the  proper  credit  for  it.  Cooking  until  a  late 
hour  of  the  night,  and  then  catching  a  little  sleep,  the  brigade  moved, 
about  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  June,  alorig 
■with  the  rest  of  this  division,  to  a  position  on  -the  Mechanicsville 
turnpike,  just  behind  the  crest  of  the  commanding  hills  -which  over- 
look the  Chickahominy,  where  we  remained  in  position,  masked  frcfm 
the  observation  of  the  enemy,  until  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  troops 
,  should  carry  Mechanicsville  from  the  other  side.  This  part  of  the. 
plan  beirrg  at  length  accomplished,  late  in  the  afternoon, this  brigade, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  (and  Major  General  Longstreet's) 
crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  under 
the  crest  of  a  hill  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  just  in  the  rear  of 
Anderson's  brigade.  In  taking  this  position,  the  brigade  was  ex- 
■*  posed  to  a  severe  artillery  fire  from  the  works  of  the  enemy  .on  the 
Beaver  Dam  creek.  The  fire  ceasing  as  night  closed  in,  the  men  slept 
upon  their  arms,  in  line  of  battle. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  we  were  put  in  mo- 

.    tion  to  move  off  to  the  position   assigned  the  division,  in  echelon,  to 

Major  General   Jackson's   column,  on  the   left,  as  we  swept  down  the 

Chickahominy.     To* reach  this  position,  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the 
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Beaver  Dam  creek.     The  line  of  the   IMechanicsville  turnpike  being 
still  obstructed  by  an  earthwork  of  the  enemy,  ■where  they  had  artil- 
lery and  some  infantry,  "while  our  artillery   engaged"  that  of  the  en- 
emy »„  and  part  of  the  division  remained  .to  support  it,  this  brigade, 
along    with    that   of  General   Anderson,  moved   up    a    road 'more  to 
the  left,    and   turning    in   ihrough   the     country   and    crossing    the 
creek  higher  up,  at  a  secret   ford,  turned   the   position  of  the  enemy 
and  gained  the  Mechanicsville   turnpike  .again,  without  firing  a  shot. 
The  enemy,  meanwhile,  withdrew  their  guns  and  retired,  leaving  the 
way  open  for  the  artillery  to   come  up  from    Mechanicsville,  and  the 
other  brigades  also.     The  whole  divisicn  was   now  reunited,  and  ef- 
fected a  junction  with  Major  Cefleral  Jackson's  forces  near  where  the 
road  from  Pale  Green  Church  crosses  the  turnpike.     From  thence  we 
moved  to  Jackson's  left,  and  taking  the  circuitous  route  by  the  Beth- 
esda  Church,  proceeded  to  Cold  Harbor,  and  thence  towards  New  Cold 
Harbor,  which  point  we  reached  early  i-n  the  afternon  of  Friday,  27th. 
As  we  approached  a  road  crossing   the   line  of  our   route,  near   New 
Cold  Harbor,* the  enemy   was   discovered  in  line  of  battle,  with  artil- 
lery, to  oppose  our  progress.     Their  position  was  quite  a  strong  one, 
and  dispositions  were  made  for  an  engagement.      Captain  Bondurant's 
batteny,  of  this  brigade,  being  brought  up  to  the  front,  took  position 
just  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Anderson"?  brigade  being  in  line  of 
battle  on  the  right,  this  brigade   was   placed   in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of,  and  perpendicular  to,  the  road  by  which  we  had  advanced  ;   the 
fifth  North  Carolina  on  the  right,  holding  a  little  copse  of  timber  just 
next  the  battery  and  the   road,  the  rest  of  the   line  in  the  edge  of  a 
second  growth  of  diminutive  pines,  which  should  he    called  a  jungte, 
not  a  piece  of  timber,  through  which  I  threw  forward  a  liae  of  skir- 
mishers to  the  further  side,  next  and  near  to   enemy.     These  skir- 
mishers found  themselvqs  on  one  side  of  a  valley,  through  the  bottom 
of  which  ran  a  ditch,  the  ground  rising  to  a'crest  on  the  other  side, 
where,  in  the  edge  of  the   woods  the   enemy's   lines  extended,  being 
some  four  hundred  yards  off.     Their  line   of  battle  seems  oblique  to 
our  own,  and  in  mj  view,  the"  advance   of  my  own  Ijrigade  in  line  of 
battle  through  the  tangled  growth  in  front   seemed  impracticable  and  . 
further  liable  to  the  objection  that  ray  right  flank  would  be  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  line,  posted  obliquely  to  my  own.     These 
views  w^re  stated  to  the  General  of  division,  and  determined  the  di- 
rection of  the  subsequent  movement   of  the   brigade.     An  active  ar- 
tillery, fight  was   now   carried   on    for    some    time,  in  which    Captain 
liondurant's  battery  was  eijgaged.     That  fine  officer,  his  men  and  of- 
ficers behaved  well,  and  rendered   an    effective   fire.      But  the  enemy 
s5(5n  ascertaifiing  the   exact  range,  and   bringing   up   heavier  metal, 
Cnptmin  Bondurant  sustained   a   loss  of  two   killed    and  one  mortally 
wounded,  since  dea'l,  making  three,  and  fourteen  wounded;  and  twenty- 
eight  horses  killed  and  disabled.     He  wasxiow  relieved  and  sent  to  the 
rear,  having  fired  nearly  all  hia  rounds.     Captain  Bondurant  had  also 
been  engaged  at  Mechanicsville  on  Thursday  evening.     Major  Gene- 
ral Jacjcson  arriving  on  our  part  of  the  field,  a  change   was   nia<le  in 
;hc  uii^pi^sitioD  of  our  infunt:y  forces,  equivalent  to  a  charge  of  front 
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to  rear,  on  the  left  battalion  of  mv  brigade,  the  expectation  being  tb*t1 
the  enemy, would  be  rolled  back'upon  us,  and  received  by  us  in  this' 
new  position.  The  sounds  of  an  active  engagement  were  now  heard 
tjoing  on,  immediately  in  front  of  the  last  position,  and  perceiving 
that  the  result  was  doubtful,  brigade  after  brigade  of  our  divisilSn  was 
ordered  to  proceed  towards  the  sound  of  the  firing.  To  do  this,  all 
had  to  cross  an  open  fie|,d,  several  hundred  yards  wide,  under  a  vig- 
orou.s  enfilading  fire  of  artillery,  and  /Erain. a  skirt  of  timber  covering 
a  ravine,  some  half  a  mile  in  front.  This  brigade  was  ordered  for- 
wnrd  last'to  go  to  the  support  of  the  others,  this  being  deemed  more 
judicious  on  the  whole  than  to  charge  the  enemy's  batteries  and  in- 
fantry supports,  already  referred  .to.  teaching  the  skirt  of  woodi 
referred  to,  1  there  found  the  rest  of  the  division,  lying  unengaged 
under  cover  f  the  fight  being  still  further  on  in  another  woods  sepa- 
rated by  an  opening  of  eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  yards.  .  General 
Anderson's  brigade  (the  first  sent  over)  seems  to  have  driven  some  of 
the  enemy  from  the  belt  of  woods,  in  which  1  found  the  division. 
Owing  to  the  necessity  of  prolonging  lines  to  left»or  right,  as  tho 
brigades  came  up,  I  found  that  several  regiments  were  detached  froni 
their  brigades,  and  that  there  were  several  lines  c/f  our  troops  in  tho 
belt  of  timber  in  reserve  to  each  Othor. 

'     Oommunicating  with   General    Anderson,  we   ascended   out  of  th  > 
ravine  to  commanding  open   ground,  from   whence.  w«  could   see  tho 
engagement  in-  front  of   us.      We  perceived  a  line  of   freslr  troops 
brought  up  at  right  angles  to  our  position,  to   the   edge  of  the  woods  . 
in  our  front,  and  pouring  in  volley  lires  into  a  line  screened  from  our 

•v'iew  by  the  woods.  We  concludoil,  from  our  imperfect  knowledge  of 
lo'calities,  that  the  line  we  saw  must  be  the  enemy,  and  that  their 
flank  was  fairly  exposed  to  us  In  the  absence  of  superior  corn- 
man  lers,  we  were  consulting  as  »to  taking  the  responsibility  of 
ordering  a  charge  on  this  'exposed  ilank*of  the  enemy,  across  th*) 
intervening. open  fields,,  under  the  ho  ivy  fire  of  artillery,  when  Mijor- 
General  Mill  joinoil  us  in  person.  We  pointed  out  to  him  the  situa- 
tion and  ex'plained  our  proposed  plan,  which  he.  at  once  adopted  an  1 
ordered  the  charge  to  he.  made  without  dela}',  as  the  evening  wa^ 
alrevdy  wearing  lato.  Cnder  the  Oi\lor  of  the  General  of  division  all 
the  brigades  were  to  advance,  and  aocordmgly  no  time  was  lost  in 
sending  back  detached  regin>cnt3  to  their  brigades.  This  will  account 
for  the  fnct  that  I  found  on  the  left,  and  und.'r  ray  general  super- 
vision, tho  third  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Mears,  of  General  I^J^iploy's 
brifi^de,  and  one  of  tho  regiments  of  General  Rodes'  brigade. 
•  ]5y  a  change  of  position,  unneeossary  to  be  detailed,  I  had  placed 
Colonel  x\I(?l{,ae,  with  the  fifth  North  Carolina,  on  the  left  ©i"  my 
brigade  ;  and  the  line  being  a  long  one,  (with  the  additions  seated,)  I 
requested  him  to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  troops  on  tho 
left,  subject  to  my  ordei^.  The  whole  linejnow  moved  forward  with 
rapidity  and  enthusiasm.  So  soon  as  it  had  well  "cleared  the  skirt  of 
timber  and  emerged   upon   the  open   plateau,  the   enemy's   artillery 

'  pUy«:d  ui.on  it,  bat  their  fire  was  checked. by  a    raovom^nt   pvsen^fj 
lo  be  mecrtioned.  *  The  e*t'ecc  of   oar   appearance    at    thia'opportuu') 
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juncture,  cKeering  and  charging,  decided  the  fate  fd  the  day.  The 
enemy  broke  and  retreated  ;  made  a  second  brief  stand,  w-jiich  induced 
my  immediate  command  to  halt,  under  good  cover  of  the  bank  on  tho 
roadside,  and  return  their  fire  ;  when,  charging  forward  again,  they 
broke  and  scattered  in  every  direction,  and  following,  1  found  that  1 
had  effected  a  junction  with  Mojor  (general  Jackson's  column,  meeting 
with  General  Lawton  in  person,  and  with  the  officers  and  troops  of 
Hood's  and  Winder's  brigades.  The  battle  was  now  over,  except  a 
scattering  fight  around  a  house  to  our  left,  near  which  the  enemy's 
batteries  bad  been  posted.  As  our  line  moved  .forward,  sever;vl  regi- 
ments on  the  left,  viz  :  the  twentieth  No;th  Carolina  and  third  North 
Carolina,  were  swung  around  by  Mnjor  (Jcneral  Hill's  orders  tjo  attack 
tliis  battery-,  and  thus  to  prevent  it  from  playing  on  the  other  troops 
charging  over  the  plain..  In  this  movement  the  twentieth  North 
Carolina,  Colonel  Iverson,  participated,  sustaining  a  heavy  loss;  and, 
at  a  later  period,  I  sent  Colonel  Scales,  thirteenth  Nonh  Carolin;^  to 
reinforce  our  troops  there.  The  attack  was  partially  successful,  our 
troops  acting  handsomely  and  maintaining  themselves  against  supe- 
rior numbers. 

Having  effected  the  junction  v.-ith  Major  General  Jackson's  troops, 
as  above  stated,  I  suggested  to  General  Lawton  that  further  rein- 
forcements should  be  sent  to  this  point  on  the  left,  which  being  done, 
the  enemy  made  no  further  stand,  but  abandoned  the  entire  field. 
Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  in  which  this  brigade  bore  an 
honorable  part,  sustaining  a  loss  there  of  about  five  hundred  killed- 
and  wounded. 

That  night,  with  the  gther  troops,  we  bivouacked  on  the  field.  Tho 
next  morning,  about  ten,  A.  M.,  we  moved,  with  the  other  troops,  in 
the  direction  of  the  Grapevine  bridge,  to  Turkey  Hill.  Finding  the 
bridge  destroyed  and  that  the  enemy  had  some  force  and  a  b  tttery  on 
the  other  side,  we  wcre,tialted  and  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  rofA,  wi.ile  several  of  our  batteries  shelled  the  supposed 
position  of  the  enemy. 

We  were  delayed  at  this  point  during  thifc  day  and  tho   next;     On  - 

the  morning  of  the ,  the  Grapevine  bridge  being  rebuilt  and  tho   • 

road  clear,  this  brigade,  with  the  rest  of  tho  division,  crossed  and, 
moving  across  the  line  of  tho  York  River  road,  struck  into  the  road 
to  Bottom's  Bridge,  down  which  we  proceeded,  capLuriiig  prisoners,  • 
&c.,  until  we  turned  to  the  right,  following  the  course  of  the  enemy', 
and  took  the  road  crossingthe  White  Oak  Swamp  and  running  into 
the  Long  Bridge  road.  Upon  reaching  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  wo 
found  the  bridge  destroyed  and  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion on  the  other  side,  with  artillery.  The  infantry  being  kept  under 
cover,  our  artillery  was  brought  up  in  force  and  opefcd  or\^thc  enemy, 
with  marked  effect.  They  withdro^  their  battery  to  a  safer  position. 
At  this  point  we  were  delayed  another  day.  .until  the  enemy  retired 
and  the  bridge  over  the  White  Oak  Swamp  waa  rebuilt.  Grossing 
n.ext  morning,  we  followed  up  the  retre.at  of  the  enemy  toiy^rds  Jymes 
river,  into  the  Long  JSridge  ro*d,  and  i\or\  intp  *h-?  Quaker  roal,  to- 
TTiHs  Turkey  hi^igo.     At  xMaiveru  Hill   the   enemy    made  their  labtr 
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stand,  with  se^ral  batteries  and  two  lines  of  infantry  in  a  command- 
ing position.  Our  own  infantry  were  put  under  cover  near  the  road, 
waiting  to  observe  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  this  brigade 
lying  behind  that  of  General  llipley,  in  reserve,  with  Colquitt's  still 
in  our  rear.  The  concentrated  fire  of  two  of  the  'enemy's  battcKiea 
from  the  hill  was  too  heavy  for  the  single  battery  (Moorman's)  which 
we  opposed  to  them.  Late  in  t\ie  afternoon  orders  were  communicated 
that  the  Commander-in-Chief  had  selected  a  position  from  which  our 
artillery  could  enfilade  the  enem^-^s  batteries;  that  the  effect  of  our 
fire  could  be  seen,  and  that,  when  the  enemy's  guns  were  crippled  or 
silenced,  that  a  general  advance  of  the  infantry  would  be  ordered. 
The  enfilading  fire  soon  commenced,  and  the  commander  of  this  divis- 
ion, accompanied  by  several  of  the  brigade  commanders,  including 
the  writer,  went  to  a  point  from  which  the  effect  could  be  observed. 
So  far  from  producing  marked  effect,  the  firing  was  so  wild  that  we 
were  returning  to  our  posts  under  the  impression  that  no  movement 
of  infantry  would  be  crdered,  when  suddenly  one  or  two  brigades, 
belonging  to  a  division  on  our  right  (either  Magruder's  or  Huger's), 
charged  out  of  the  woods,  toward.^  the  right,  with  a  shout.  'Major 
General  Hill  at  once  exclaimed:  "  That  must  be  the  general  advance! 
bring  up  your  brigades  as  soon  as  possible  ^nd  join  in  it,"  Hurry- 
ing back  to  my  own  brigade,  I  moved  it  down  the  road,  by  the  flank, 
to  the  edge  of  the  field,  over  which  the  enemy's  batteries  were  play- 
ing, and,  filing  out  to  my  right,  formed  line  of  battle.  I  was  then 
ordered  to  ailvanceand  charge  the  batteries,  which  Avere  some  eight 
or  nine  hundred  yards  off,  on  a  commanding  hill,  s-traight  to  the  front, 
supported  by  two  lines  of  infantry.  There  was  no  cover  and  the 
ground  nearest  th.e  enemy  was  ploughed.  •Anderson's,  Ripley's  o-nd 
Rodes'  brigades  (Gordon  commanding)  had  proceeded  further  down 
the  road,  thus  keeping  under  partial  cover  and  approaching  somewhat 
nearer  and  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  position.  When  ordered  for- 
ward, I  saw  no  troops  of -our  own  in  front  oT  me  Tlhe  brigade  moved 
forward  with  alacrity  about  half-way  to  the  battery,  oV  nearer,  when 
the  terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  the  opening  fire  of  the  infantry,  in- 
duced them  to  halt,  lie  down  and  cornmence  firing,  without  my  orders 

•  and  contrary  to  them      *  • 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  wa&  ve^  severe,  and  being  satisfied  that  the 
exhibition  of  force  presented  by  a  single  brigade  on  that  front  was 
not  sufficient  to  intimidate  the  foe,  nor  to  carry  the  position,  I  sent 
my  acting  aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Haywood,  to  inform  Major  Gen- 
eral D.  H.  Hill,  that  unless  I  was  reinforced  quickly  I  could  effect 
nothing,  and  could  not  hold  the  position  I  th^n  occupied.  Afte/  some 
delay  a  brigade  appeared  from  the  woods  in  my  rear,  and  seemed 
coming  up  to. my  Support.  But  their  movements  seemed  slow,  and  before 
they  reaShed  me  my  men  began  to  give  way,  and  very  many  ceased 
to  respond  to  my  efforts  to  hold  them  in  line  and  maintain  the  posi- 
tion.    Remaining  on  the  spot,   until,  in  spite  of  every  effort,  the 

.  men  could  no  longer  be  held  there,  the  brigade  fell  back  to  the  edge 
oT  the  woods  from  which  we  had  started.  It  is  not  my  desire  tD  in- 
dulge in  cviticicm  or  criuiiaatiou.     It  is  euougl^  to   say,  that   there 
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was,  somehow,  a  want  of  concert  and  co-operation  in  the  whole  affair, 
that  made  a  successful  attack  impracticable,  and  the  consequent 
disorder  and  straggling  of  troops  most  lamentable.  My  own  hrigada 
went  up  as  far  as  any  troops  I  saw  upon  the  field,  and  behaved  as 
well.  If  the  J  retired,  so  did  all  the  rest  who  were  ordered  to  charge 
the  battery.     The  whole  division  became  scattered. 

As  night  closed  in,  General  Ripley,  Colonels  Gordon  and  Colquitt, 
t[commanding  brigades,)  and  myself,  set  to  work  in  concert  to  collect 
our  commands  together  and  bivouac  them  in  a  pluce  of  security.  Next 
morning  we  found  that  the  enemy  were  themselves  so  far  damaged  by 
the  previous  day's  work,  that  they  had  retreated  frbm  Malvern  Hi'J. 
Having  gotten  our  commands  together  during  the  day,  suitable  details 
were  made  for  hurrying  the  dead.  » 

This  brigade,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  were  now  put"  in 
bivouac,  near  the  scene  of  the  late  battle-field,  with  orders  to  coll-oat 
the  arms  end  munitions,  got  off  the  wounded,  the  prisoners,  &c.  i 
had  neglected  to  say  that  Colonel  "Mv-^Rae,  of  the  fifth  North  Carolina, 
with  his  own  regiment  and  the  fourth  North  Carolina,  of  Anderson's 
brigade,  had  been  previously  ordered  back  upon  similar  duties  nearer 
to  Kichmond.  They  were  not  present  at  Malvern  Hill.  These  duties 
being  all  discharged,  and  our  array  receiving  orders  to  return  towards 
Richuiond,  this  brigade,  along  witK  the  division,  returned  to  its  oU 
position  near  the  Williamsburg  road. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  general  good  conduct  of  tb.9 
regimental  commanders  of  this  brig.ide  throughout  these  trying  scenes. 
Colonel  jMcllae,  (absent,  from  Malvern  Hill  under  orders,)  exhibibd 
his  accustomed  gallantry  and  good  judgment  at  Cold  Harbor,  render- 
ing me  material  assistance  in  looking  after  the  left  of  ray  line.  Col- 
onel Scales,  thirteenth  North  Carolina,  was  conspicuous  for  his  fino 
bearing — seizing  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  at  a  critical  moment,  at 
Cold  Harbor,  and  advancing  to  the  front,  he  called  upon  the  thirteenth 
to  bland  to  them,  thus  restoring  confidence  and  keeping  his  m^^n  ia 
position.  Colonel  Iverson  was  seriously  wounded,  at  an  early  period, 
while  gallantly  leading  up  his  regiment  to  take  the  battery,  at  tha 
house  on  the  left,  at  Cold  Harbor.  This  movement  seems  to  havo 
been  ordered  by  the  division  commander.  The  twentieth  North 
Carolina,  after  Colonel  Iverson  was  wounded,  was  led  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Franklin  J.  Faison.  They  advanced  gallantly  and  took  the 
battery,  which  they  held  for  ten  minutes.  The  gallant  Faison  received 
a  mortal  wound  in  the  very  act  of  turning  one  of  the  captured  j.ieces 
upon  the  fl}'ing  foe,  and  breathed  out  his  noble  spirit  in  the  moment  of 
victory.  He  was  greatly  beloved,  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished 
With  veneration  and  pride.  Having  sustained  a  loss  of  seventy  killed 
ftnd  two  hundred  and  two  wounded  in  this  charge,  which  was  tempo- 
rarily successful,  the  enemy  soon  returned  in  larger  force,  and  this 
regiment,  having  no  supports,  retired,  under  orders  from  Major  Toon, 
to  the  cover  of  the  wood  .out  of  which  it  had  charged. 

Colonel  Wade,  twelfth  North  Carolina,  conducted  his  regiment  with 
coolness  and  discretion.     Colonel  Christie,  twenty-third  North  Caro- 
lina, had  the  misfortune  to  be  wouuded,  in  the  successful  charge,  at 
16 
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Cold  Harbor,  while  leading  his  regiment  and  bearing  himself  hand- 
somely, when  the  command  of  this  regiment  again  fell  upon  Lieuten- 
ant I.  J.  Young,  who  had  been  in  commtind  during  the  absence  of 
Colonel  Christie  from  the  effect  of  his  injuries  at  the  '*  Seven  Pines." 
I  dff-ire  to  notice  the  conduct  of  Lieutentant  Young  as  worthy  of 
special  commendation.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  Malvern  Ilill, 
while  leading  the  regiment,  and  compelled  to  retire.  In  the  absence 
of  three  regimental  commanders,  who  led  the  thirteenth,  twentieth 
and  twenty-third  i^orth  Carolina  regiments,  in  the  recent  engage- 
caexits,  the  regimental  reports  of  those  commands  refrain  from  the 
Bclcctiou  of  the  names  of  particular  officers  and  men  for  special  gal- 
lantry. Colonel  McRae  pr^cnts  the  following  from  the  fifth  North 
Carolina,  as  deserving  special  mention  at  Cold  Harbor,  viz  :  Major 
Sinclair,  wounded  early  and  compelled  to  retire;  Lieutenants  Riddick, 
Sprague,  Davis,  Brookfield,  (severely  wounded,)  Taylor  and  Hay- 
vocd;  Color  Sergeant Grimstead,  wounded;  Privates  Noah  McDaniel, 
(v,!:o  captured  seven  pristners,)  and  John  Trotman.  Colonel  Wade, 
twelfth  North  Carolina,  mentions  the  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
riummer,  company  C,  and  private  T.  L.  Emory,  company  A, 

My  personal  staff,  during  these  engagements,  consisted  of  Captain 
Charles  Wood,  A.  A.  General,  Lieutenants  Ro.  D.  Eaily  and  F.  M. 
nayv.cod,  Jr.,  the  last  at  Malvern  Hill  only.  I  can  most  sincerely 
testify  to  their  gallantry  and  intelligence..  Lieutenant  Early  was 
severely  wounded,  and  Captain  Wood  .had  his  horse  instantly  killed 
under  him  by  a  solid  shot.  , 

1  present  below  a  succinct  statement  of  killed  and  wounded,  and 
file  lists  of  the  same  by  name. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  Major,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  GARLAND,  Jr., 
Byigadier  General,  commandbig  Third  Brigad,  Third  Division. 
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D.  V.  HALSEY,  A.  A.  General, 
^In  this  battery  twenty-eight  borees  were  killed  and  disabled. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  R.  ANDERSON. 

Headquarters  Tuiro  Brigade, 
Ca:}ip  on  Mills'  Farm,  July  25,  1S62. 

Major  General  A.  P.  Hill, 

Commanding  Light  Division  : 

General  :  In  compliance  with  j^our  order,  I  respectfully  subuiit  a 
report  ot'  tho  part  taken  by  the  third  brigade  in  the  combats  before 
Richmond. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  26th  of  Juno,  in  pursuance  of  your  order, 
I  put  my  brigade  in  rnotion,  and  marched  to  Meadow  Bridge,  where 
we  bivouacked  that  night. 

On    Thursday   afternoon,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  march,  and  fol- 
lowed the  first  brigade,  (General  Field,)  crossing  the  Meadow  ]>ridge, 
and  down  the  road  to  Mechanicsville.     When  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of    IMechanicsville,  the  enemy  having  opened  from  his  battery 
to  the  left  and  beyond  the  place,  my  battery,  Captain   Mcintosh,  was 
directed,  by  your   order,  to   take  position  and  draw  his  fire,  while  I 
was   directed  to  make    a   detour   to  the  left,  under  the  direction  of  a 
guide,  and  capture  the  battery.     It  had  to  march  about  a  mile,  a  part 
of  the  Avay  throui^h  a  very  dense  wood,  so  that   it  was    impossible  to 
knov,  whether  we  would  strike  a  favorable  point  of  attack.     I  ordered 
Colonel  Thomas,  commanding  the  leading  regiment,  to  make  a  detour, 
so  as,  if  possible,  to  take   tJic  buttery  in    reverse  or  in  rear,  and  the 
other   regiments   to    support  him.      Being   totally    unacquainted  with: 
the  ground,  we  came  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  the  sharp- 
shooters, too   much  to   the  right.     Colonel  Thomas,  however,  dashed 
forward  with    his    regiment,  withholding    his    fire,  and  succeeded    in 
crossing   the  creek,  (Beaver  Dam.)  and   gaining  the  wood,  dislodging 
the   enemy  posted    there,  and   driving   them    back.*  They  were  soon 
lieavily  reinforced,  and   renewed  the  attack,  and  were  a  second  limo 
repulsed,  with  loss — Colonel  Thomas  being   well  supported  by  the 
fourteenth  Georgia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fulsom,  and  the  third  Lou- 
isiana battalion,    Lieutenant  (Colonel    Pendleton,     in    tha  meantime, 
the   forty-ninth  and  forty-fifth  Georgia  came   up,  and  were  posted  on 
tho  right,  opening  a  fire  from  their  position  o.i  the  enemy,  lodgedi 
their  rifie-pits   beyond  the  creek.     Night    a])proaching,  and  havin 
now  ascertained  tho  position  and  strength  of  t.ie  enemy's  works,  tha 
they  were,  contrary  to  our   expoctations,  located   on  the  far   side  of 
Deaver    Dam,  tiiat    my    right  was    separated    from   them    by  a  wide   • 
morass,  througli  which   rail   the  creek,  considerabiy  dammed  up,  and 
that  the  ground  gained  by  the  daring  of  the  thirty-riflh  and  fourteenth 
Georgia  and   third  Louif^isiana  battalion,  was  still  separated  from  tho- 
enemy's  main  work  by  a  deep  ravine,  and  their  position  strengthened  by 
abattis  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  whilst  its  crest  was  strongly  supported  by 
extensive  rifle-pits,' manned  with    sharpshooters.     1  concluded  it  waa 
better  to  adopt  another  line  of  approach,  by  a  movement  further  to 
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the  left,  unobserved,  through  the  woods,  perhaps  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,  so  as  to  gain  the  table  land  near  the  Old  Church  road,  and  take 
the  work  in  rear.  Darkness  prevented  the  execution  of  this  plan,  and 
I  determined  to  bivouack  ray  brigade,  and  reported  to  you  my  readi- 
ness to  execute  the  enterprise  the  next  morning. 

In  this  fight  I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  some  of  my  best  officers  iu 
killed  and  wounded,  and  many  riien,  all  of  whom  behaved  in  a  manner 
wojthy  of  all  praise.  I  would  specially  notice  the  conduct  of  Color>el 
E.  L.  Thorans,  ccmmanding  thirt^^-fifth  Georgia,  who  evinced  fearless- 
cess  nnd  goml  judgment,  not  only  in  this  aft'air,  but  throughout  the 
whole  expedition.  He  was  wounded  on  this  occasion,  but  remairied 
always  on  duty,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  His  adjutant,  too.  Lieu- 
tenant Ware,  Avas  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry,  and  sealed,  with  his 
life,  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  as  did  other  valuable 
officers,  who.se  nnmes  have  l>cen  reported  to  you.  1  have  also,  as  the 
result  of  this  action,  to  regret  the  loss  from  the  service,  at  least  for  a 
ti:r;c.  of  Colonel  A.  J.  Lane,  commanding  forty-ninth  Georgi;i,  who 
received  a  painful  and  serious  wound  in  the  arm,  and  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  ISimmons,  of  the  same  regiment.  Nor  can  I  omit  to  call 
special  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  L.  P.  Thomas?, 
quartermaster  of  the  thirty-fifth  Georgia,  who  volunteered  his  services 
for  the  occasion,  in  the  field,  seeing  his  regiiiient  deficient  in  field 
officers.  He  rendered  valuable  services,  until  ho  was  seriously 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fulsom.  of  the  fourteenth  Georgia, 
also  deserves  special  mention.  This  officer  was  cunfined  to  his  sick 
bed,  but  as  scon  as  the  order  was  given  to«move  forward  he  got  up, 
and  gallantly  led  his  regiment,  though  laboring  under  the  eftects  of 
disease. 

(Jn  Friday  morning,  the  enemy  having  evacutated  the  place  at- 
tacked the  evening  before  by  my  biigade,  I  cominenced  iho  marcli,  as 
ordered  by  you,  deployed  in  line  of  battle  in  tlie  edge  of  the  wood!. nut 
north  of  the  Mechanicsville  road,  between  the  viliai>;e  ami  the  river. 
Soon  I  received  orders  to'fall  in  the  column  proceeding  do»sn  ihe  road, 
and  placed  my  brigade  in  the  position  assigned  it,  next. to  the  second 
brigade.  Brigadier  General  (iregg's.  Captain  Mcintosh's  battery, 
attached  to  my  brigade,  having  exhausted  its  ammunition,  ami  one 
piece  being  disabled,  was  left  behind,  to  renew  its  supply  and  repair 
damages;  and  I  ordered  up  Captain  Greenlee  Davidson's  battery, 
(Letcher  Artillery,)  from  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahorainy.  It  was, 
however,  so  late  in  the  day  before  that  gallant  and  active  officer  re- 
ceceived  my  order,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  reach  me  before  the 
aflaii  at  Cold  Harbor,  though  I  loam  that  he  took  a  part  in  the  fight 
at  a  point  on  that  field,  which  he  reached  before  ascertaining  where 
my  command  was  posted. 

After  crossing  the  stream  at  Gaines'  Mill,  I  was  ordered  b}'  you  to 
proceed  up  the  light-hand  road,  and  afterwards  I  received  an  order 
from  you,  through  one  of  \our  aids,  to  march  with  c*auiion,  as  the 
enemy  were  said  to  he  in  force  at  Turkey  hill.  I  threw  forward  an 
advance  guard,  and  fiankers  on  each  side  of  the  road,  in  the  woods, 
until  I  arrived  at  the  cross  roads,  where  we   observed    the  enemy's 
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pickets,  two  of  whom  we  captur^vi  in  the  woo<l  on  our  right.  I  theu 
filed  to  the  right,  marching  through  the  woods  by  the  right  flank, 
until  my  right  reached  the  field  in  which  General  Pender's  battery 
was  po3t(id  and  playing  on  the  enemy.  Ilore  I  ficed  to  the  front,  and 
marched  forward  in  line-of-battle,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
before  us,  whilst  I  was  supported  by  General  Field's  brigade,  a  few 
paces  in  rear.  ■ 

•  On  arriving  near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  we  came  under  a  brisk  fire 
of  the  enemy,  which  increased  as  we  emerged  from  it  and  crossed  the 
narrow  slip  of  land  to  the  crest  of  the  hill.  This  hill  was  separated 
by  a  deep  ravine  and  creek  from  the  enemy's  position.  Here  the  bri- 
gade encountered  a  very  hot  fire,  both  of  musketry  and  shells,  which 
brought  us  to.  a  halt  from  the  double  quick  in  which  I  coraraencod 
the  charge.  But  it  was  only  after  a  third  charge  in  which  every  effort 
was  made  by  mo  to  gain  the  enemy's  lines  b  'yond  the  ravine,  that  in 
consequence  of  some  wavering  in  the  centre,  I  concluded  to  order  ray 
men  to  lie  down  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  hold  the  position.  At 
the  same  time,  it  seeming  to  bo  totally  impracticable  at  this  point  to 
effect  a  passagt?  of  the  i-avine,  I  ordered  the  thirty-fifth  and  forty- 
fifth  Georgia,  who,  under  their  brave  leaders,  Colonel?  E.  L.  Thomas 
and  F.  Hardeman,  the  former  on  my  right  Hank  and  the  latter  on  my 
left,  had  proceeded  a  considerable  distance  in  advance  of  the  centre, 
to  fiill  back  in  line  and  lie  on  the  ground,  which  position  we  main- 
tained until,  by  the  general  charge,  the  day  Avas  won.  On  the  night 
of  the  29th,  (Sunday,)  my  brigade  having  had  a  very  exhausting 
march  in  the  position  assigned  it  in  your  column,  bivouacked  on  the 
Darby  town  road  near  Atlee'a.  Many  of  the  men  fell  down  by  the 
wayside  unable  to  march  further  on  that  day.  The  hixt  morning, 
(3()th,)  when  the  firing  commenced  at  Frazier's  farm,  I  received  an  order 
from  you  to  form  close  column  of  regiments  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
which  was  executed,  on  the  right  Here  we  were  within  the  range  of 
the  enemy's  guns,  but  had  not  many  casualties.  About  sunset,  I  re- 
ceived your  order  to  bring  forward  my  bri^dj^do  and  form  line-of-battle 
on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  which  was  quickly  done,  the  road  dividing 
my  line  into  two  parts,  the  third  Louisiana  battalion  and  fourteenth 
Georgia  regiment  forming  the  loft,  while  the  thirty-fifth,  forty-fifth  and 
forty-ninth  Georgia  formed  the  right  wing.  I  was  then  ordered  to  send 
forward  my  loft  wing,  under  the  senior  oflioer  .present.  Lieutenant  Oolo- 
onel  Pendleton,  of  the  thiul  Louisiana  battalion,  who  led  it  into  the  fight. 
A  few  minutes  later,  by  your  order,  I  led  the  remainder  of  my  brigade 
into  the  fight,  with  a  warning  from  you,  that  one  of  our  brigades  was 
in  my  front.  This  order  was  prOiTiptly  and  enthusiastically  executed 
by  the  whole  command,  the  more  so,  doubtles.-^,  as,  at  this  moment,  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  galloped  by  us.  the  whole  length 
of  my  column,  and  was  recognized  and  vociferously  cheered  by  the 
men.  We  had  about  half  a  mile  to  march,  and  the  sound  and  flash  of 
the  musketry  indicating  the  enemy's  position  to  be  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  1  filed  to  the  left  and  change  1  my  front  forward  so  as  to  form 
linc-of-battle  parallel  to  what  appeared  to  be  that  of  the  enemy.  By 
this  time  it  was  dark.     I   immediately  gave  the  order,  "  Forward  in 
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line-of-battle."  The  march  was  hanrlsomely  performed.  Order*  were 
given  that  no  musket  was  to  be  fired  until  we  came  up  with  and  lecog- 
nized  uv?-  friends  in  front.  The  march  was  continued  in  perfect  on'.er, 
under  a  galling  fire,  until  we  came  up  to  a  fence,  and,  on  my  right, 
found  my  left  wing  in  position,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pendleton. 
I  immediately  ordered  my  brigade  over  the  fence,  and,  placing  myself 
in  its  front,  le-formcd  the  line,  still  believing  our  friends  to  be  in  front, 
and  (ktcrmined  to  proceed  to  their  aid.  At  this  moment,  I  was  just 
able  to  see  a  force,  which  seemed  to  bo  a  brigade  or  division,  march- 
ing down  upon  us,  and  was  soon  satisfied  that  they  were  the  enemy  ; 
but  it  was  impossible  to  inspire  my  men  with  this  belief,  especially  as 
the  enemy,  not  then  more  than  fifty  or  seventy-five  yards  from  us, 
were  constantly  singing  out,  "for  God's  sake  don't  fire  on  us,  we  are 
friends."  An  order  to  fire,  at  this  moment,  I  was  satisfied  would  be 
unavailing,  so  1  ordered  "  Charge  bayonets  in  double  quick,"  ho[)ing 
that  a  moment  more  would  satisfy  my  men  of  their  mistake.  At  this 
moment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  artillery,  who  happened 
to  come  up,  rendered  me  valuable  asjistance  in  attempting  to  unde- 
ceive my  command,  but  it  seemed  to  be  impossible,  and  its  cansequent 
demoralization  was  great  and  unfortunate.  All  doubt  should  poon 
have  been  removed  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ,  by  the  command  *'  fire," 
they  delivered  a  very  deadly  fire,  received  by  my  then  left  wing,  and 
chiefly  the  forty-fifth  Georgia,  Colonel  Hardeman.  The  men  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  and  continue  the  firing,  until  finally  the  enemy 
were  driven  from  the  field.  It  was  in  this  aftair  that  Colonel  Harde- 
man, while  nobly  encouraging  his  brave  men,, was  severely  wounded, 
and  I,  myself,  receiving  a  blow  on  my  forehead,  fell  disabled  for  a 
time,  which  devolved  the  command  on  Colonel  Edward  L.  Thomas. 
The  lists  of  killed  and  wounded  in  my  brigade  in  these  three  fights, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  eighty-four,  have  already  been  reported 
to  you.  in  closing  this  statement,  General,  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
brigade  in  the  battles  around  Richmond,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the 
reports  of  the  regimental  (fommanders  for  details.  Where  so  many 
■ofiicors  and  men  did  their  duty  w^ell,  it  would  be  difficult  to  particu- 
larize. But  it  is  due  to  Captain  lioscoe  B.  Heath,  my  able  assistant 
a(]jutant  general,  that  I  should  acknowledge  the  obligation  I  am  under 
to  him  for  his  valuable  assistance,  not  only  on  these  occasions,  but 
throughout  his  service,  ag  the  chief  of  my  staff.  Notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  was  suffering  from  severe  illness,  he  insisted  on  accompa- 
nying me  on  this  march  against  my  earnest  advice,  and,  after  passing 
through  the  battles  of  the  2Gth  and  27th  of  June,  was  only  induced 
to  retire  by  assurance  from  the  surgeon  that  further  exertion  would 
cost  him  his  life.  1  beg  to  commend  to  your  notice  my  aid,  Lieutenant 
Wm.  Herwood,  who  evinced,  throughout,  zeal,  enterprise  and  daring; 
and  to  my  volunteer  aids,  Captains  Wm.  Morriss  and  Philip  Haxall,  I 
am  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  in  delivering  orders  in  entire  dis- 
regard of  danger,  a^  well  as  in  encouraging  and  rallying  the  troops. 
It  was  in  the  engagement  of  the  27th  of  June,  at  Cold  Harbor,  that 
Captain  Morriss  was  severely  and  I  fear  dangerously  wounded  by  a 
musket  ball,  breaking  his  thigh  bone.     My  brigade  commissary,  M;ijor 
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LewisGinter,  and  quartermaster,  Major  R.  T.  Taylor,  more  than  justified 
my  favorable  estimate  of  tlieir  qualifications.  1  have  not  referre;!  more 
particularly  to  the  two  field  batteries,  attached  to  ray  brigade,  com- 
manded by  those  accomplished  officers,  Captains  Mcintosh  and  Greenlee 
Davidson,  because  they  were  under  your  immediate  command.  Nor 
should  I  omit  to  express  my  unmeasured  approbation  of  the  fidelity 
of  the  surgeons  of  this  brigade  in  the  performance  of  their  onevoaa 
and  responsible  labors.  The  chief  surgeon  and  his  assistants,  1  know 
by  personal  observation,  devoted  their  skill  and  sleepless  energies  to 
the  alleviation  of  the  suflfering  of  our  brave  men.  The  infirmary 
corps  system,  too,  I  regard  as  wisely  conceived,  and  Was,  as  far  as  my 
observation  extended,  fairhfuliy  executed  by  the  several  details. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  ANDERSON, 

Brigadier  General  commanJing. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FIELD. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Light  Division, 

July  20,  1862. 

Major  R.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MajoiI  :  I  ha.ve  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  26  ih  ult.,  I  was  di- 
rected to  cross  from  mj  camp,  at  Meadow  Biidge,  to  the  north  side  of 
the  Chickahominy,  ns  soon  as  General  Branch's  brigade,  which  was 
to  cross  higher  up  the  stream,  should  appear  opposite  to  me.  It  waa 
designed  that  this  movement  should  take  place  early  on  the  26th. 
Certain  causes  having  delayed  its  execution,  it  was  three  o'clock,  P. 
M-,  on  the  26th,  when  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  commanding  the  divi- 
"fIoh,  directed  me  to  wait  no  longer,  but  to  cross  and  attack  the  enemy  at 
Mechanicsville.  The  enemy  made  no  opposition  to  my  passage  of 
the  Chickahominy,  but  posting  skirmishers  in  a  thick  wood  about  a 
mile  beyond,  fired  on  the  advance,  wounding  one  man  and  himself 
losing  one  captured.  From  this  point  to  Mechanicsville,  the  road 
was  open  ;  but  as  I  approached  that  place,  a  heavy  fire  from  several 
batteries  on  my  left  and  front  and  from  sharpshooters,  all  behind  en- 
trenchments, was  opened.  Forming  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  the 
fLfiy-Cfth  and  sixtieth  Virginia  on  the  right  of  the  ro^d,  and  the 
fortieth  and  forty-seventh  Virginia  and  second  Virginia  battalion  on 
the  left,  and  Pegram's  battery  in  the  centre,  we  steadily,  and  in  per- 
fect line,  advanced  upon  the  enerny,  the  infantry  and  artillery  occa- 
sionally halting  for  a  moment  to  deliver  fire.  Gaining  the  cross 
roads,  where  it  was  known  batteries  had  been  posted,  and  were  sup- 
posed still  to  be,  it  was  found  to  be  unoccupied — meanwhile  an  ac- 
tive and  vigorous  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  the  batteries  situated  on 
the  north  side  of  Beaver  Dam  creek — I  changed  front  to  the  left  by 
throwing  forward  the  right  wing  and  advanced  to  attack  them,  direct- 
ing Captain  Pegram  to  take  position  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy's, 
batt.eries.  a  part  of  General  Archer's  brigade  having  been  ordered  by 
General  Hill  to  support  me.  About  a  mile  of  open  ground  was  to  bo 
gotten  over,  most  of  which  was  swept  by  three  or  four  batteries,  but 
the  brigade,  in  the  original  order,  galhinliy  moved  forward,  though 
t';eir  ranks  were  momentarily  thinned  by  the  most  destructive  can- 
nonading I.have  yet  knoAvn.  Our  only  safety  from  this  fire  lay  in 
pushing  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  getting  so  close  to  the 
enemy's  infantiy  as  to  draw  ihe  fire  upon  his  ov.'n  troops,  should  it  be 
continued.  lie  occupied  a  wooded  hillside  overlooking  Beaver  Dam 
eveek.  Gaining  a  dense  thicket  on  this  side,Hhe  stream  only  sepa- 
rating us,  both  sides  opened  with  the  mutket,  and  continued  it  until 
liine  o'clock  at  night.  My  brigade  remained  upon  the  ground  resting 
on  their  arms  all  night.  A  desultory  fire  was  maintained  for  some 
time  next  morning,  but  without  much  effect  on  either  side.  In  this/ 
our  first  day's  combat,  and  fir^t  in  the  lives  of  many  of  the  brigade^ 
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all  behaved  well.  My  advance  in  line  of  battle  was  steady  and  con- 
tinuous, and  being  throughout  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  must  have 
given  him  no  mean  idea  of  the  gallantry  of  troops  who  would  press 
forward  so  steadily  in  the  face  of  such  a  fire.  Many  a  gallant  follow 
here  feli,  the  officers  leading  and  encouraging  the  men.  Colonel  W. 
E.  Starke,  sixtieth  Virginia,  received  a  painful  wound  in  the  hand.  I 
suppose  it  was  about  two  o'clock  on  the  27th,  when  my  brigade 
was  ordered  to  support  that  of  Brigadier  General  0,  R.  Anderson,  in 
an  attack  upon  what  proved  to  be  the  enemy's  centre,  at  Gaines'  Mill," 
Forming  line  of  battle  in  a  wood  to  the  right  of  the  road,  both  bri- 
gades moved  forward,  (mine  infsecond  line),  and  debouched  into  an 
open  field  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  line.  Giving' 
the  command  to  charge,  we  rushed  forward  and  opened  fire  v(ithin 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy,  which  was  continued  until  forced, 
by  an  overpoweiing  fire  from  greatly  superior  numbers,  to  fall  back 
for  support,  which  was  received.  I  again  formed  and  moved  forward 
to  the  attack,  General  Archer's  brigade  forming  on  my  right.  Both 
brigades  gallantly  responded  to  the  call,  and  rushed  forward  and 
gaining  the  crest  of  the  hill  were  again  stopped  by  an  infantry  fire 
that  nothing  could  live  under.  The  men,  however,  did  not  retire,  but 
falling  on  their  faces,  maintained,  until  support  cmne  up,  a  brisk  and 
destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy.  As  events  afterwards  proved,  the 
enemy  \yere  in  heavy  force  at  this  point,  were  admirably  sheltered 
behind  temporary  obstacles,  such  as  abattis,  &c.,  and  were  safe  from 
expulsion  by  any  loss  force  than  that  which  came  to  my  assistance 
late  in  the  evening.  In  this  affair,  from  the  long  and  determined 
character  of  the  contest,  my  loss  was  heavy,  Lieutenant  (Joloncl  IT. 
H.  Walker,  fortieth  A^irginia,  a  most  gallant  and  meritorious  officer, 
being  twice  wounded.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  of  the  3f)th  when 
I  was  notified  to  move  upon  the  field  of  battle  as  soon  as  possible. 
Putting  the  column  in  motion  at  the  double-quick,  we  were  soon  upon 
the  theatre  of  action.  Forming  in  line  of  battle,  the  fifty-fifth  and 
eixtieth  Virginia  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  forty-seventh  and  the 
second  Virginia  battalion  on  the  left,  the  command  was  given  to  cheor 
heartily  and  charge.  About  three  hundred  yards  directly  in  our 
front,  were  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  posted  in  an  open  field,  and 
on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  we  were  advancing  on.  I  had  heard 
that  these  batteries  had  been  several  times  during  the  day  taken  and 
retaken,  a  constant  struggle  being  maint lined- for  their  possession.- 
At  this  time  they  were  held  by  the  enemy,  but  the  horses  being  killed 
or  wounded,  he  was  unable  to  remove  the  guns.  The  whole  line  now 
rushed  forward  under  lieavy  fire,  beat  the  enemy  back  from  the  guns 
into  the  woods  beyond,  and  pushing  him  on  the  right  of  the  road 
baek  half  a  mile.  The  two  regiments  on  this  side  the  road,  the  fifty- 
fifth  .'^nd  sixtieth  Virginia,  were  at  this  time  in  the  enemy's  rear,  having 
penetrated  through  his  centre  in  the  eagerness  of  pursuit,  but  were 
withdrawn  before  he  could  profit  by  the  circumstance.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Christian  was  wounded,  and  Major  Burke  was  killed,  both 
of  the  fifty-fifth  Virginia.  Colonels  Mallory  and  Starke  behaved  very 
handsomely  here.     The  charge  was  impetuously  made,  and  was  an 
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iusfance  where  bayonets  were  really  crossed,  several  of  the  enemy 
being  killed  with  that  weapon,  and  several  of  the  sixtieth  now  being 
in  hospital,  bearing  bayonet  wounds  upon  their  persons.  It  is  proper 
to  state  that  the  fortieth  Virginia,  Colonel  Brockenbrouwh,  forij^ing 
mv  extreme  left,  became  detached  on  account  of  the  inequalities  of 
the  ground,  and  was  not  under  my  eye.  The  Colonel  reports,  how- 
ever, meeting  with  an  overwhelming  force  and  his  heavy  loss.  My 
.brigade  held  that  part  of  the  battle-field  until  relieved  late  at  night 
by  some  fresh  troops,  I  having  in  the  meanwhile  sent  to  the  rear  for 
horses  and  removed  all  the  captured  guns  and  equipments  to  a  place 
of  safety.  I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  forth-sevcnth  Virginia,  Col- 
^ipnel  Mayo,  after  getting  possession  of  the  guns  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  manned  two  of  them  and  used  them  against  the  enemy.  This 
regiment  also  captured  Major  General  McCall,  commanding  the  Fed- 
eral forces  on  the  field.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General 
commanding  to  the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  Captain  R.  C.  Collins, 
Engineer  Corps.  He  joined  me  as  a  volunteer  aid,  just  as  we  were 
going  into  action,  and  by  voice  and  action,  led  and  cheered  the  men 
through  all  the  fi^ht  with  unsurpassed  spirit.  The  conduct  of  Cap- 
tain Pegram's  battery  m  the  engagements  excited  my  admiration. 
Always  eager,  always  alert.  Captain  Pegram  was  in  every  action 
where  opportunity  offered,  and  always  doing  his  duty,  as  the  loss  of 
every  officer,  killed  or  woundeJ,  and  sixty,  out  of  about  eighty  men, 
eadly  attest.  I  trust  that  the  merits  of  this  officer  will  not  go  unre- 
warded by  the  Department.  The  several  field  officers  of  the  brigade- 
bore  themselves,  with  but  one  exception,  reported  elsewhere,  as  be- 
came accomplished  and  gallant  officers.  The  particular  conduct  of 
subordinates  is  detailed  in  the  reports  herewith  forwarded.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  my  personal  staff.  Captain  G.  F.  Harrison,  assist- 
ant adjutant  general,  and  aids.  Lieutenants  W.  R.  Mason  and  R. 
Robb,  for  zeal  and  intelligence  throughout  the  week.  The  entire  losa 
of  my  brigade  was  six  hundred  and  three  killed  and  wounded  and 
eight  made  prisoners.  This  was  about  half  my  force  at  any  time  en- 
gaged, for  1  am  pained  to  state  that  ray  brigade  was,  like  all  others 
.that  I  met  with,  some  officers  and  men  either  deserting  the  field  en- 
tirely, or  seeking  safety  by  skulking  behind  trees,  or  halting  outside 
the  avenue  of  fire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv.  your  obedient  servant, 
CIIvUlLES  F.  FIELD, 

Brigadier  General  Commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PENDER. 

^  "  Richmond,  Va.,  July  16,  1862. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  a  part  of  the  light 
division  of  the  army,  I  left  my  camp  near  Friend's  house,  on  the 
Chickahominy,  Wednesday  afternoon,  June  23th,  1862,  with  my 
brigade,  and  marched  to  a  point  near  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahom- 
iny, on  the  Meadow  Bridge  road,  where  I  joined  the  division.  Upon 
resuming  the  march  next  day,  my  brigade  was  placed  fifth  in  order, 
80  that  after  crossing,  late  in  the  afternnoon,  I  wa3  ordered  to  cross 
the  field  direct  for  ^Iechanicsville,  to  meet  the  brigades  in  front  that 
were  making  the  march  by  the  road.  Soon  after  leaving  the  Meadow 
Bri  Ige  road,  one  or  two  pieces  of'artillery  opened  upon  us  from  a 
wood' directly  above  Mechanicsville.  I  at  once  deployed  into  line  of 
battle,  bringing  up  one  section  of  Andrews'  batt'ery  ;  my  line  was 
then  advanced,  and  the  enemy's  artillery  soonwithdrew.  Here,  owing 
to  my  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  road,  and  partial  misleading  of  the 
guide,  my  left  regiment  went  too  far  to"  the  left  arid  consequently  did 
not  join  the  brigade  until  late  at  night,  for  while  it  was  coming  up, 
after  being  sent  for,  it  was  ordered  by  some  one  to  support  another 
brigade,  and  I  would  here  mention,  it  was  reported  to  me  as  behaving 
well  under  a  very  ijiurderous  fire,  to  which  it  was  soon  exposed, 
losing  about  two  hundred  men.  This  was  the  sixteenth  North  Oaro-' 
lina.  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  McEIroy,  Upon  reaching 
Mechanicsville,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  support  General  Field.  I 
at  once  made  my  di.bpo.-ition  to  do  so,  but  soon  found  that  by  taking 
the  direction' General  Feld  was  going,  left  his  right  much  exposed  to 
a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  which  was  playing  at  the  same  time  on  Pe- 
gram's  battery  with  great  effect.  This  artillery  was  obliquely  to  the 
right  and  lower  down  Beaver  Darri  creek,  than  I  saw  any  troops  go- 
ing. I  at  once  changed  the  direction  of  two  of  my  regiments,  so  as 
to  bring  them  to  the  right  of  this  artillery,  and  succeeded  in  retting 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards  of  it  before  we 
were  opened  upon  ;  but  when  they  did  open  upon  us,  it  was  debtruc- 
tive,  and  the  obstacles  so  great  in  front  of  the  creek  •nd  mill-dam, 
that  after  the  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina  had  readied  these  obstacles, 
and  within  le?8  than  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  rifle-pits,  they 
had  to  fall  back.  This  regiment  here  advanced  boldly  and  maintained 
its  ground  well.  The  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  the  other  regi- 
ment that  had  been  led  by  me  to  the  right,  had  made  too  much  of  a 
detour,  and  did  not  come  up  until  the  thirty-eighth  was  repulsed. 
After  bringing  it  up,  I  sent  it  still  further  to  the  right,  to  make  as 
much  diversion  as  possible  in  that  direction.  General  Ripley  came 
up  at  this  time,  with  his  brigade  advancing  over  part  of  the  Sitme 
ground  which  had  been  passed  by  the  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina 
directly  in  front  of  the  mill.  The  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina  ad- 
vancc'l  to  the  creek,  and  there  maintained  its  position  until  after 
dark,  when  I  had  it  withdrawn,  so  that  with  this  and  General  Ripley, 
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with  part  of  his  brigade,  ■we  held  the  extreme  right  of  our  position 
until  about' da jilight  next  morning,  when  I  was  relieved.  General 
Ripley  had  been  relieved  before.  Other  brigades  came  up  dur-> 
ing  the  night.  The  twenty-second  North  Carolina,  which  had  fol- 
lowed to  support  General  Field,  when  getting  to  the  creek  near  him, 
came  sudenly  upon  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  just  across  the  run,  and 
after  some  little  parley,  opened  fire,  driving  the  enemy  quickly  away, 
but  found  it  impossible  to  cross.  The  loss  of  this  regiment  here  was 
also  very  heavy,  amongst  others,  its  bravo  Colonel  Conner,  received 
a  severe  wound  in  the  leg.  1  should  state,  while  relating  the  inci- 
dents of  this  day's  fight,  that  Colonel  Hoke,  thirty-eighth  North 
Carolina,  was  al^o  wounded  and  had  to  leave  the  field.  The  adjutant 
of  the  thirty-eighth  was  wounded  also,  but  nobly  maintained  his  posi« 
tion  until  after  dark. 

At  daylight,  on  Friday  morning,  I  had  changed  my  position,  in 
obedience  to  your  9rders,  bringing  my  brigaile  strictly  in  front  of  the 
mill,  on  Beaver  Dam  creek.  About  this  time,  the  enemy  seemed  to 
make  a  faint  attack  upon  the  troops  on  my  right,  w:hcn  those  brigades 
moved  forward,  and  I  ruovd  mine  forward  also,  until  they  had  gained 
the  creek,  getting  in  the  bed  of  it.  Here  our  line  was  halted  until 
a  general  concert  of  action  could  be  had,  by  which  their  attention 
might  be  diverted  to  the  extreme  right  from  those  in  the  immediate 
front  At  this  time,  I  brought  up  a  section  from  each  of  three  batte- 
ries I  found  in  the  plain  in  the  rear.  One  of  these  Ji?as  from  the  Donelson 
artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Moran,  who  shelled  them  with  spirit  and 
eflTect,  his  men  being  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters, not  two  hundred  yards  oft*,  in  the  rifle-pits.  The  section  of 
Andrews'  battery  (Maryland)  was  under  Lieutenant  Din\int,  who  also 
di(j^  fine  S'jrvice.  Captain  Andrews,  as  usual,  was  present,  chafing  for 
a  fight.  I  do  not  know  to  whose  battery  the  other  section  belonged. 
We  moved  forward  soon  after  crossing  the  run  and  mill  race,  with 
great  difficulty.  The  thirty- fourth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Riddick, 
was  the  first  to  gain  the  enem3'^"s  works,  but  they  had  a  few  moments 
before  left  under  cover  of  their  rifle-pits.  I  should  here  mention  ihat 
a  part  of  Andrews'  battery  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  before,  as- 
sisting Pegram's  battery.  After  crossing  the  creek,  we  marched 
down  the  Chfbkahominy,  not  meeting  the  enemy  until  we  reached 
Gaines'  Mill,  who  opposed  the  right  brigades  of  the  division.  I  here 
brought  up  two  sections  of  Andrews'  battery,  under  Lieutenants 
Dimint  and  Dabney,  who  shelled  the  enemy  with  considerable  eftect. 
We  again  moved  forward,  crosssing  at  Gaines'  Mill.  Soon  I  was  or- 
dered by  you  to  pass  to  the  right  and  throw  out  skirmishers,  and,  if 
possible,  to  surround    the   enemy    who    were   lower  down  the  stream. 

V/e  drove  them  off;  but  they  retired  upon  their  main  body.  Here, 
again,  a  portion  of  Andrews'  battery  was  brought  into  play,  with  the 
desire  to  draw  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  to  show  us  its  lo- 
cality, but  failed  to  do  so.  Through  the  misconception  of  an  order, 
by  Colonel  Riddick,  his  regiment  had  not  come  up,  and  I  found  my- 
self weak,  and  asked  for  support.  General  Archer  was  sent  forward, 
and  I  was  ordered  to   support   General   Branch,  farther  up  the  road. 
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I  found  Colonel  Rjddick  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  near  Cold  Harbor, 
and  ray  brigade  was  at  once  ordered  into  action.  I  formed  into  line 
of  battle,  and  moved  into  the  wood  on  right  of  the  right  hand  road, 
finding  only  the  enemy  and  a  fragment  of  one  of  our  regiments.  We 
were  soon  hotly  engaged,  and  drove  the  enemy  slowly^cfore  us  for 
about  two  hlindred  and  fifty  yards.  My  brigade  had  started  in  weak, 
and  suffered  heavily  here  ;  and,  seeing  fresh  regiments  of  the  enemy 
coming  up  constantly,  I  sent  my  aid.  Lieutenant  Young,  to  ask  for 
support.  Two  of  my  regiments,  tenth  and  twenty-second  North  Car- 
olina, had  gained  the  crest  of  the  open  ground,  getting  into  the  en- 
emy's camp,  but  finding  themselves  flanked,  fell  back,  which  caused 
those  on  the  left  who  vere  not  so  far  advanced,  to  fall  back  also. 
About  this  time,  Colonel  C.  C.  Lee,  thirty-ei^rhth  North  Carolina, 
who  had  been  sent  to  our  support,  came  up.  My  men  were  rallied, 
a'.id  pushed  forward  again,  but  did  not  advance  far  before  they  foil 
back  ;  and  1  think  I  do  but  justice  to  my  men  to  say  that  they  did 
not  commence  it.  The  enemy  were  continually  bringing  up  fresh 
troops  and  succeeded  in  driving  us  from  the  road.  My  men  here 
fought  nobly,  and  maintained  their  ground  with  great  stubbornness. 
The  left  was  subject  to  an   enfilading   fire  from  musket  and  cannon. 

It  was  now  nearly  niglit,  and  here  ended  the  part  taken  by  my  bri- 
gade except  so  far  as  Lieutenant  Young,  my  aid,  was  concerned,  for 
he  not  being  t<atisfied  with  figliting  as  long  as  his  General,  went  back 
and  remainul  principLally  with  General  Ewell  until  the  battle*  was 
closed.  I  would  here  state  that  Lieutenant  Young  acted  both  on  this  ^ 
day  and  the  day  previous,  with  the  most  heroic  bravery  and  coolness. 
Words  fail  me  iu  expressing  my  admiration  of  his  conduct,  through 
the  whole  of  the  Cluckahominj  battles  I  here  lost  Colonel  Green, 
my  volunteer  aid,  which  was  irreparable,  lie  was  an  accomplished  offi- 
cer, and  won  the  highest  praise  for  his  noble  conduct,  lie  was  a  noble 
man  lost  on  that  glorious  day.  Lieutenant  Hinsdale,  my  A,  A.  A. 
General,  was  also  of  great' service,  and  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

Before  goiugCui  ther  I  must  particularize  a  litile.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McKlroy,  conuu;in<iirig  fiiteenih,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gray  and  Major 
Cole,  twenty-second,  acted  with  great  courage  and  judgement,  leading 
their  regiments  lorword  pioujptly  and  with  determination,  not  haltingfor 
a  moment  until  they  found  the  enemy  in  their  rear.  Colonel  Riddick 
was  here  wounded,  leaving  his  regiment  without  a  field  officer.  Up 
to  this  time  1  had  lost  my  volunteer  aid,  killed,  my  three  colonels 
wounded,  also  three  adjutants  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Young  slightly 
wounded  on  the  side  of  the  head.  The  thirty- fourth.  Colonel  Hi  Idick, 
lost  in  this  short  fight  between  twenty  and  thirty  in  killed. 

Sunday,  we  crossed  the  Chickahoniiny,  marching  down  the  south 
side  of  the  river.  Meeting  the  enemy  again  on  Monday  morning,  my 
brigade,  after  being  in  direct  range  <>f  the  enemy's  shelj  for  some  time, 
was  ordered  forward  and  went  iu  rear  of  Kershaw's  brigade,  at  least 
his  men  were  coming  out  from  my  front  as  we  went  in.  Reaching  the 
fiirther  side  of  the  field  on  the  right,  at  the  junction  of  the  Long 
Bridge  and  Darbytown  roads,  we  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy  once 
more.     Here,  just  as  my  brigade  was  getting  under  fire,  a  regiment  • 
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of  the  enemy  came  down  at  double-quick  in  our  front,  passing  from 
right  to  left,  apparently  not  seeing  us,  when  in  our  front,  about  seventy- 
five  yards  off,  our  men  fired  a  volley  into  them  and  scattered  them 
in  every  direction.  In  our  front  was  a  fine  battery  of  rifle  pieces 
that  had  beam  abandoned,  but  the}''  were  apparently  trying  to  regain 
it,  as  we  had  quite  a  skirmish  near  it.  They  continued  to  make  efforts 
here  to  flank  us.  They  had  quite  a  force  upon  my  right,  which  was 
several  times  pushed  forward.  General  Field,  I  have  since  learned, 
was  a  long  way  in  front;  but  the  enemy  were  in  considerable  force 
between  us,  if  I  am  to  judge  from  the  stand  they  made. 

At  this  position  I  left  a  few  men  to  hold  the  flank,  and  pushed  for- 
ward the  rest  well  into  the  woods  and,  but  for  the  untimely  failure  of 
ammunition,  would  have  captured  many  prisoners  ;  they  were  in  con- 
siderable disorder,  but  were  still  too  strong  to  be  attacked  with  what 
few  men  I  had,  most  of  whom,  were  without  ammunition.  We  here 
soon  forced  a  battery,  which  had  opened  upon  our  right,  to  limber  up 
and  leave ;  they  evidently,  from  what  I  saw  and  from  what  I  heard 
from  prisoners,  had  a  strong  force  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  these 
batteries.  Dark  coming  on,  I  withdrew  ray  imn  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  holding  our  ground  and  the  batteries  taken.  I  had  but  a 
handful  of  men,  but  succeeded  in  getting  two  other  regiments,  I  found 
near  by  General  Field's  brigade,  which  he  had  withdrawn,  posting 
them  so  as  to  foroi  the  front,  while  I  held  the  right  flank.  1  subse- 
queritly  led  forward  one  of  these  regiments  and  ordered  it  to  move  in 
»  such  a  direction  as  to  flank  a  force  which  seemed  to  be  hotly  engaging 
a  part  of  our  troops  on  the  left  of  the  road.  After  making  these 
arrangements,  I  found  that  General  Archer  was  on  my  right  flank. 
This  ended  the  fighting  of  ray  brigade  in  the  late  operations  before 
Richmond,  for,  although  ordered  into  action  next  evening,  we  did  not 
get  in,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  the  thickness  of  the  wood,  and 
my  ignorance  of  the  relative  position  of  our  forces. 

My  aid,  Lieutenant  Young,  had  tv^^o  horses  shot  under  him  in  this 
■  engagement,  and  then  took  the  colors  of  one  of  the  regiments  leading 
it  promptly  and  well  to  the  front.  Lieutenant  Colonels  McElroy  and 
Ray,  the  latter  assisted  by  Major  Cole,  displayed  their  usual  boldness 
in  leading  their  regiments  to  the  front.  The  thirty-eighth  North 
Carolina  here,  as  on  Thursday,  behaved  well.  1  would  mention  that 
the  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,- on  Friday,  behaved  with  great  credit 
under  a  heavy  and  murderous  cross  fire  ;  and  here  let  me  mention  that 
Lieutenant  fehotwell,  thirty-fourth  North  Cari)lina,  cannot  be  spoken 
of  too  highly  for  his  gallant  conduct,  for  he  was  not  satisfied  to  take 
the  colors,  but  seized  the  color-bearer  and  rushed  him  to  the  front,  thus 
encouraging  the  enemy  to  move  forward,  at  a  very  critical  moment. 
There  are  numerous  instances  of  noble  conduct  by  numbers  of  my 
command,  butspace  would  fail  to  mention  all,  and  I  will  leave  the  re- 
'  suit  of  iheir  efforts  to  show  how  most  of  them  did.  1  am  forced  to 
say  that  we  had  many  cases  of  shameful  and  disgraceful  desertions  of 
their  colors. 

Here  I  would  mention  the  loss,  on  Thursday,  of  a  most  competent 
and  gallant  oScer,  Major  Bronaugh,  of  the   second  Arkansas   bat- 
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talion;  with  his  death  ceased  the  battalion,  so  far  aa  was  concerned  its 
usefulness  on  the  field. 

My  total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  about  eight  hundred. 
The  brigade  left  camp  on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  with  between 
twenty-three  and  twenty-four  hundred,  including  Andrew's  battery, 
thus  showing  a  loss  of  over  one  third  of  my  entire  command. 

Andrews'  battery  behaved,  on  all  occasions,  with  conspicuous  cool-, 
ness  and  bravery  ;  their  loss  was,  however,  slight.  The  service  has 
lost  for  a  time,  if  not  permanently,  an  invaluable  and  accomplished 
ofificer  in  Colonel  Conner,  twenty-second  North  Carolina.  Colonels 
Hoke  and  Riddick,  the  former  wounded  on  Thursday,  the  latter  on 
Friday,  were  great  losses  to  me.  In  conclusion,!  would  mention  Mr. 
Goldman,  an  independent  with  the  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  who 
acted  with  the  most  conspicuous  bravery  and  courage,  also  great 
capacity.     lie  should  be  rewarded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  TENDER, 
Brigadier  General  Sixth  Brigade,  Light  Division. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ARCHER. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Brigade,  Light  Division,  ) 

July   10,   1862.      S 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  evening  of  the 
26th  of  June,  by  direction  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  marched 
my  brigade,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  strong,  into 
Mechanicsville,  and  thence  up  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  in  line  of 
battle,  tlie  left  guided  by  the  line  of  the  turnpike — the  nineteenth 
Georf^ia,  lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  on  the  left;  the  first  Tennes- 
see, liieutenant  Colonel  Shackleford,  on  the  right;  the  fifth  Alabama 
battalion,  Captain  Vandegralf,  and  the  seventh  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Goodn'^r,  supporting.  The  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Forbes, 
was  separated  from  me  during  the  movement,  becoming  involved  with 
General  Field's  brigade,  and  did  not  join  me  until  night.  The  bri- 
gade u.oved  on  steadily  to  the  Beaver  Dam  creek,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  riiies  from  the  batteries  and  strongly  entrenched  po- 
sition of  the  enemy  on  the  oppo.>^i-.e  bank.  Night  closed  in  before  a 
crossing'  could  be  effected.  We  remained  during  the  night  in  posses- 
sion of  the  ground  we  had  gained,  and  the  nex;  morning  the  enemy 
abandoned  their  works.  My  Io«s  in  this  action  was  forty-throe 
killed  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  wounded.  Among  the  for- 
mer was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  nineteenth 
Georgia,  who  fell  gallantly  cheering  his  men  in  battle,  and  among 
the  latter  was  the  giliaut  and  eilicienC  Captiiin  Vandegraff. 

On  the  27ih,  at  Cold  Harbor,  my  brigade,  reduced  to  less  than 
one  thousand  men.  adv  uiced  alone  and  ui;supparted,  across  an  open 
field,  to  attaik  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  and  protected  in  the  wood 
beyond  by  works  which,  a  ^hort  time  afterwards,  required  seven  bri- 
gades to  carry.  The  troops  under  my  command,  except  the  nineteenth 
Georgia,  which  was  held  in  reserve,  advanced  at  a  double-(jnick  to 
within  twenty  steps  of  the  breastworks,  when  they  fell  back  before 
the  irresistible  fire  of"  artillery  and  rifles.  The  obvious  impossibility 
of  can  ying  the  position  without  support  prevented  me  from  attempt- 
ing to  I  iieck  the  retreat.  Had  they  not  lallen  back,  I  would  myself 
have  uidered  it.  A  half  hour  later  my  brigade,  constituting  the 
right  <  r  the  light  division,  again  moved  forward  to  tbe  attack  of  the 
Banie  ]iosition,  and  entered  it  in  the  front  line  of  attack.  Bejond 
this  po  nt  my  brigade,  worn  out,  exhausted  and  intermingled  with 
the  regiments  and  brigades  of  the  supporting  line,  did  not  advance  as 
an  org  >nizcd  body.  With  a  few  of  my  command,  however,  (rao.stly 
Gcor;j:!aHS,  who,  not  having  been  engaged  in  the  first  charge,  were 
freshe;  i.han  the  rest,)  and  some  soldiers  of  other  brigades,  1  con- 
tinue.I  (m  fi-ora  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile  further,  under  a  heavy 
artilifciy  fire  from  batteries  which  were  taken  by  Hood's  brigade. 
While  under  the  eminence  on  which  they  were  posted,  I  was  forming 
lor  attack  i^ie  few  men,  not  more  than  one  hundred,  remaining  with 
mc.     I  remained  on  the  field  during  the  night,  and  the  next  morning 
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was  spent  in  burying  the  dead  and  attending  the  wounded.  My  lose 
in  this  action  was  forty-nine  killed  and  two  hundred  and  8oventy-oiie 
wounded,  making  the  total  loss  in  the  two  battles  five  hundred  and 
forty-two,  besides  Corporal  Trezevant,  of  the  Hampton  legion,  in 
command  of  my. couriers,  killed,  q,nd  James  L.  Crittenden,  volunteer 
aid,  wounded.  All  the  field  oflBcers  of  the  nineteenth  Georgia,  first 
and  seventh  Tennessee  regiments,  and  the  two  senior  captains  suc- 
cessively in  command^ of  the  fifth^Alabama  battalion,  were  killed  or 
wounded.  I  regret  that  the  short  period  of  my  service  with  tho- 
brigade,  and  want  of  personal  acquaintance  with  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers, renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  name  many  whose  distinguished 
gallantry  I  noticed  O'n  the  field.  1  have,  therefore,  to  refer  you  to 
the  accompanying  reports  of* the  regimental  commanders.  I  should 
not,  however,  fail  to  remember  the  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Shackleford,  who  was  killed  while  most  gallantly  discharging  his  duty, 
and  of  J.  W.  Williams,  sergeant  major  of  the  nineteenth  Georgia. 
Mr.  George  Lemon,  my  volunteer  aid  and  acting  adjutant,  and  James 
L.  Crittenden,  volunteer  aid,  rendered  throughout  the  most  gallant 
and  effi(fient  service,  both  the  regular  officers  of  my  staff  being  absent 
sick.  The  couriers  of  the  cavalry  of  Hampton's  legion,  attached  to 
my  staff,  rendered  fearless  and  valuable  service.  Captain  Carter 
Braxton,  with  bis  Fredericksburg  battery,  seconded  by  Lieutenant 
Maryo,  rendered  efficient  service  in  both  actions  and  displayed  re- 
markable skill  and  gallantry. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient*  servant, 

J.  B.  ARCHER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENEHaAL  BRANCH. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division. 

Major  R.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Major:  On  Tuesday,  24th  of  JunB,  I  receiye-r orders  from  General 
Lee  to  take  a  position  on  the  Chickahominy,  near  Half  Sink,  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  and  to  cross  the  river,  and  take  the  road  to  Mechan- 
icsville,  as  soon  as  I  should  be  informed  by  General  Jackson  that  he 
had  crossed  the  Central  railroad.  In  my  written  orders  it  was  stated 
that  General  Jackson  would  cross  the  railroad  at  three  o'clock,  Thurs- 
day morning  ;  and  allowing  one  hour  for  the  transmission  of  the  mes- 
sage, I  was  under  arms,  and  prepared  to  cross  at  four  o'clock,  A,  M,, 
of  Thursday.  Not  having  received  any  intelligence  from  General 
Jackson,  and  General  Lee's  written  orders  to  me  being  explicit,  thero 
was  no  danger  of  my  making  a  false  movement ;  but,  after  eight  ©'clock 
in  the  morning,  I  received  from  you  an  order,  in  these  words  :  *'  Wait 
for  Jackson's  notification  before  you  move,  unless  I  send  other  or- 
ders." Up  to  this  time,  my  brigade  was  in  the  open  fields  near  iho 
banks  of  the  stream,  and  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  on  the 
other  side.  To  deceive  them  as  to  my  purpose,  I  now  marched  it 
back  half  a  mile,  in  the  dir«ction  of  my  camp,  al,  Brooke  church,  and 
masked  it  in  the  woods.  At  a  few  minutes  after  ten  o'clock,  A.  M., 
I  received  from  General  Jackson  a  note,  informing  me  that  the  head 
of  his  column  was,  at  the  mopient  of  his  writing,  "  crossing  the  Cen- 
tral railroad."  In  loss  than  ten  minutes  my  column,  which  had  beea 
resting  on  its  arms  for  six  hours,  was  in  motion,  and  soon  reached 
the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy.  Placing  th,e  seventh  North 
Carolina  regiment  (Colonel  R.  P.  Campbell)  at  the  head  of  the  column, 
with  a  section  of  Captain  Marmaduke  Johnson's  battery,  and  throw- 
ing forward  the  picked  companies  of  that  regiment,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hayv."ood,  as  skirmishers,  I  turned  sharply  to 
the  right,  and  directed  my  course  down  the  river.  The  enemy's 
pickets  retired  before  us,  and  offered  no  resistance  until  we  approached 
Atlee's  Station,  on  the  Central  railroad.  At  that  place  a  stand  wan 
made,  but  they  were  forced  to  fleo  precipitately,  leaving  behind  a 
cavalry  guidon,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  seventh  regiment,  and 
much  personal  buggage.  Thence  onward,  they  resisted  our  advance 
at  every  favorable  point,  but  with  no  other  eSect  than  to  retard,  with- 
out (fhecking,  my  march.  Near  Crenshaw's,  the  road  on  Avhich  the 
column  commanded  by  Major  General  Ewell  was  advancing,  and  that 
on  which  I  was  advancing,  approach  within  one-fourth  of  a  mile  of 
each  other.  Th'e  heads  of  our  Columns  reached  this  point  simulta- 
neously ;  and,  after  a  short  personal  interview  between  General  Ewell 
and  myself,  we  proceeded  on  our  respective  routes.  After  dislodging 
the  enemy  from  several  ambuscades,  with  only  a  gmall  loss  to  my 
command,  I  reached  the  Meadow  Bridge  road,  where  I  learned  from 
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stragglers  that  Major  General  Hill  had  crossed  the  Chickahominy, 
without  opposition,  with  the  remainder  of  the  division,  ahd' gone  ou 
towards  Mechanicsville,  then  distant  about  one  and  a  half  miles.  A. 
courier  from  the  General  soon  assured  me  of  the  correctness  of  the 
information,  and,  drawing  in  myskirmishers,  I  mide  all  haste  to  join 
him  at  Mechanicsville.  My  brigade  reache<i  the  field  about  an  hour 
before  sunset,  and  halting  it,  I  rode  forward  over  the  field,  to  report  to 
the  General  for  orders.  I  did  not  find  him  ;  but  simultaneously  with 
my  return,  he  rode  up,  and,  after  a  short  time,  ordered  me  to  proceed, 
with  a  guide,  to  the  part  of  the  field  occupied  by  the  remainder  ofhis 
division.  Marching  my  brigade  over  a  broad  extent  of  cleared 
ground,  swept  by  the  artillery  of  the  enemy,  I  reached  the  designated 
point  at  dusk,  and  having  no  time,  nor  sufficient  light,  to  >cconnoitru 
the  ground,  I  placed  m}--  command  in  a  field,  to  support  a  battery  on 
my  left,  which  seemed  to  be  doing  good  service,  and  to  be  much  ex- 
posed.    There  we  slept  in  line  of  battle. 

Early  Friday  morning,  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery, 
and  long-range  musketry,  on  my  line,  from  their  redoubts  and  rifle- 
pits,  but  as  they  attempted  no  advance,  my  men  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  ground,  anil  the  injury  inrficted  was  small.  About  eight 
o'clock,  by  order  of  General  Lee,  I  occupied  a  piece  of  ground  in 
front  of  Brigadier  General  Archer,  but  finding  myself  strong  enough 
to  hold  both,  did  not  abandon  my  former  position.  Abouc  nine 
o'clock,.  1  was  ordered,  by  Major  General  Hill,  "As  soon  as  you  see 
any  movement  on  the  right  or  left,  or  hear  heavy  musket  firing,  ad- 
vance also,  and  storm  the  creek."  My  brigade  was  immediately 
formed  for  the  assault;  and  learning  that  Brigadier  General  Ander- 
son, of  iMajor  General  D  H.  Hill's  division,  had  cros.-^ed  the  creek 
above  the  enemy's  works,  I  was  in  the  act  of  advancing  to  storm  the 
redoubts  in  front  of  me,  when  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
them.  Crossing  the  creek,  and  turning  to,  the  right,  through  tlio 
woods,  I  passed  Nownilly's  mill,  and  fell  into  the  road  by  which  the 
remainder  of  the  division  was  pursuing  the  enemy.  On  the  by-road, 
passing  NoAvpilly's  .mill,  the  evidences  of  a  route  and  precipitate 
flight  were  most  att-iking.  On  reaching  Cold  Harbor,  I  was  orderejj 
by  you  to  take  position  acrose  tlTe  road,  connecting  with  General 
Gregg  on  the  left,  and  General  Anderson  on  the  right.  Before  reach- 
ing the  point  designated  by  you,  I  encountered  the  enemy  in. groat, 
force.  Colonel  Campbell  (so^'enth  regiment)  promptly  engaged  them, 
and  whilst  I  was  placing  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  in  -position,  I. 
received  from  Major  General  Hill  an  order  to  move  two  regimenta 
into  action  by  their  left  flank,  and  to  hold  the  other  three  in  reserve. 
In  compliance  v^it|i  the  order,  the  seventh  and  twenty-eighth  Nortlj, 
Carolina  were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  road,  whilst 
the  thirty-seventh,  thirty-third  and  eightliteenth  North  Carolina,  were 
held  in  reserve,  in  a  ravine  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  their 
rear.  Receiving  no  further  orders  from  you  in  regard  to  the  reserve, 
und  finding  the  pressure  greater  than  my  two  regiments  could  sustain,, 
the  remaining  three  regiments  were  placed  in  action  on  the  right  of 
tl;c  road.     My  Iniga  le   hoM  iM    grT'.id  -with    heroic    tenacity,  but 
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must  have  been  driven  back,  by  overwhelming  forces,  but  for  the 
timely  arrival  of  reinforcements.  The  seventh  regiment,  having  been 
the  first  engaged,  and  having  remained  continuously  under  heavy  fire, 
suffered  most  severely  in  officers  and  men.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Reuben 
F,  Campbell,  w'ho  might  be  justly  classed  among  "the  bravest  of  the 
brave,"  fell  whilst  bearing  in  his  hand  the  colors  of  his  regiment. 
Brave  and  honorable  as  a  man  and  skillful  as  an  officer,  his  loss 
to  the  brigade  was  irreparable.  The  enemy  having*been  driven  from 
the  field,  my  brigade  bivouacked  near  it.  During  the  march  of  Sun- 
day and  Monday  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  nothing  note-worthy  oc- 
curred until  Monday  afternoon,  about  two  o'clock,  when  1  was 
ordered  by  Major  General  Hill  to  mask  my  brigade  in  a  wood  to  the 
right  of  the  road.  I  remained  but  a  few  minutes  in  that  position, 
when  the  shells  of  the  enemy's  artillery  commenced  to  fall  near  us, 
and  I  was  orderd  to  proceed  and  attack.  Having  no  guide  and  no 
knowledge  of  the  enemy's  position,  I  took  the  direction  whence  camQ 
the  shells,  which  carried  me  to  the  right  of  the  road. 

■Forming  my  line  of  battle  in  a  cleared  field,  and  advancing,  we  soon 
'encountered  the  enemy  and  drove  them  for  nearly  a  mile.  This  was 
done  under  the  fire  of  two  battecies — one  of  which  we  silenced  and 
the  other  of  which  enfiladed  the  left  of  my  line.  After  proceeding 
about  this  distance,  the  enemy's  force  rapidly  accumulated  as  they 
fell  back,  and  finding  that  the  enemy  extended  much  beyond  my  right 
flank,  no  further  advance  was  attempted.  At  dark  I  placed  my  brig- 
ade in  bivouaek  on  the  edge  of  the  battle-field,  and  having  reported 
to  Major  General  Hill  through  a  member  of  my  staff,  was  ordered  to 
remain  there  until  daylight,  and  then  return  to  the  point  from  which 
I  had  started  into  battle  the  previous  afternoon.  In  this  engagement 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  Colonel  Charles  C.  Lee,  of  the  thirty- 
seventh  regiment.  A  thoroughly  educated  soldier  and  an  exemplary 
gen.tleman,  whose  whole  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  profession  of 
arms,  the  service  lost  in  him  one  of  its  most  promising  officers. 

During  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  I  received  marching  orders,  and 
after  proceeding  a  short  distance  down  the  road  on  which  we  had  pre- 
viously been  moving,  was  ordered  to  return  to  camp.  I  was  return- 
ing>  when  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms  en  the  left  showed 
that  an  attack  had  been  made  on  Malvern  Hill  and  it  was  clear  that 
our  forces  were  being  driven  back.  Orders  were  given  tome  to  move 
^n  quickly  to  the  support  of  our  forces  engaged,  and  I  did  eo  at  a 
•double-quick  across  the  fields.  On  arriviifg  near  the  field  of  battle, 
a  staff  officer  of  some  of  the  commands  engaged  volunteered  to  direct 
me  to  the  position  in  which  I  could  render  most  service.  Under  his 
directions  I  had  posted  two  of  my  regiments  and  was  in  the  act  of 
posting  the  remainder,  when  I  ascertained  that  I  had  been  misled. 
Taking  the  troops  I  still  had  present  with  me,  I  proceeded  towards 
ihe  left  and  reached  a  position  near  to  the  enemy's  batteries,  but 
Btill  too  far  for  my  short  range  guns  and  in  full  range  of  their  artil- 
lery. Making  my  men  lie  on  the  ground,  they  remained  in  the  posi- 
tion until  the  firing  from  our  side  had  ceased ;  then  collecting  my 
brigade,  I  returned   to  my  camp    of  the   morning.     Thus    ended  the 
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actual  fighting  of  this  memorable  week,  the  enemy  having  during  the 
night  evacuated  Malvetn  Hill.  During  the  whole  of  it,  officers  and 
men  alike,  had  been  without  cooking  utensils  or  their  baggage.  My 
loss  was  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  about 
fifty  in  missing.  A  list  of  the  names  having  been  furnished,  a  more 
precise  statement  in  this  report  is  not  deemed  necessary.  Colonels 
Lane  and  Cowan  and  Lieufenant  Colonels  Haywood,  Barbour,  Hoke^ 
and  Perdie,  all  of  whom  commanded  their  regiments  during  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  week,  merit  especial  commendation.  There  are  many 
officers  whose  good  conduct  would  cause  me  to  take  pleasure  in 
making  special  mention  of  them,  but  it  is  necessary  that  I  confine 
myself  to  commanders  of  regiments,  referring  as  I  do,  to  their  re- 
ports for  the  names  of  officers  under  them,  who  distinguished  them- 
Belves.  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  the  Government  those  thus  mentioned.  My  staff  Buffered  in 
an  unusual  degree.  My  assistant  adjutant  general.  Captain  W.  B. 
Cannady,  had  been  with  me  since  my  appointment  to  the  command  of 
a  regiment,  and  in  all  situations  had  shown  himself  true  and  faithful. 
After  leaving  Mechanicsville,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  hospital, 
and  before  the  close  of  the  expedition  died  of  tjphoid  fever.  My 
aid-de-camp,  W.  A.  Blount,  was  severely  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor, 
and  Lieutenant  F.  T.  Hawks,  assistant  engineer,  was  seriously 
injured  on  Tuesday.  My  ordnance  officer,  Lieutenant  James  A. 
Bryan,  though  instructed  to  remain  with  his  train  in  the  rear,  placed 
it  in  charge  of  an  assistant  and  continued  with  me  on  the  field 
throughout  the  expedition.  My  quartermaster,  Jos.  A.  Engelhard, 
did  the  same  as  soon  as  it  was  possible.  All  the  gentlemen  named 
bore  themselves  with  marked  gallantry  and  devotion.  Captain  Mar- 
maduke  Johnson's  battery  was  attached  to  my  brigade  until  so  much 
disabled  in  action  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  order  it  to  the  rear  for 
repairs.  I  have  reason  to  think  that  it  performed  very  important  ser- 
vice, but  as  it  was  not  under  my  eye  and  I  have  received  no  report 
from  the  captain,  I  am  not  able  to  report  the  particulars  of  its  action. 
I  beg  leave  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  it  was  a  week  of  hard  fight- 
ing a<d  hard  marching  with  my  brigade,  presenting  few  incidents  to 
be  committed  to  paper.  I  herewith  present  reports  from  the  com- 
manders of  my  regiments,  to  which  I  ask  the  attention^  of  the  Major 
General  commanding  the  division. 

Very  respectfuly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  O'B.  BRANCH, 

Brigadier  General. . 


COLONEL  WARREN'S  REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THIRD 

BRIGADE.  /  \ 

ft 
Camp  Frescatti,  July  24,  1862. 

Major  R.  L.  Dabney,  • 

Assistant  Adjutant  General ; 

Major  :  In  accordance  "with  an  order  f'rora  general  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  services  rendered 
by  the  third  brigade,  army  of  the  Valley,  in  the  several  engagements 
on  the  Chickahominy  : 

Thurpday,  June  26th,  1862,  this  brigade,  under  command  of  the 
late  Colonel  Fulkerson,  of  the  thirty-seventh  Virginia  regiment, 
bivouacked  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  and  below  Mechan- 
icsvillc,  having  marched  that  day  from  Hughs'  Tavern,  near  Ash- 
land. Early  Friday  raoruing,  it  was  on  the  road,  and  during  the  day 
kept  well  clo.'^ed  up  on  the  brigade,  which  immediately  preceded  it. 
About  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  brigade,  except  Captain  Wooding's  bat- 
tery, vras  ordered  forward,  when  leaving  the  road  on  our  left,  we 
inarched  by  the  right  flank  through  a  wootl,  and  crossing  a  branch  to 
an  open  field  in  whicli  the  first  brigade  wjis  forming,  passing  through 
this  field  and  another  skirt  *of  woods,  we  entered  a  large  grain  field 
where  we  were  exposed  to  a  harmless  fire.  Here  the  brigade  was 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  the  thirty-seventh  Virginia,  commanded  by 
Major  (now  Colonel)  Williams,  on  the  right,  the  eighth  Virginia,  un- 
der my  command,  in  the  ceniro,  and  the  twenty-third  Virginia,  under 
Captain  A.  V.  Scott,  on  the  left.  Soon  after  the  brigade  was  formed 
"it  was  ordered  forward,  as  I  was  then  informed  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  his  works  in  the  woods  on  the  hill  in  front.  The  brigade  moved 
forward  rapidly  with  a  shout,  crossing  the  field  and  up  to  the  enemy's 
works  on  the  hill,  which  we  found  deserted,  except  by  dead  and 
wounded.  We  continued  to  advance  until  we  came  up  to  Brigadier 
General  Hood's  brigade,  which  being  at  a  halt,  the  third  was  also 
halted,  and  Colonel  Fulkerson  went  forward  to  examine  the  jtosition 
of  the  enemy,  when  we  received  a  heavy  fire  from  the  right,  and  the 
gallant  Fulkerson  fell  mortally  wounded.  The  fire  was  returned  by 
another  brigade  on  our  right,  and  the  enemy  disappeared  under  cover 
of  the  darkness.  The  command  of  the  brigade  now,  devolved  on  the 
undersigned,  and,  hy  request  of  Brigadier  General  Hood,  I  relieved 
his  brigade,  and  having  deployed  shirmishers  in  front,  bivouacked  for 
the  night,  the  engagement  being  at  "an  end.  The  next  morning  I 
<  moved  the  brigade  forv/ard,  with  skirmishers  in  front,  and  had  the 
■  satisfaction  to  encounter  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  fled 
{precipitately  at"  the  first  fire. of  the  skirmishers.  We  took  also  a 
number  of  prisoners,  Subsequently,  pursuant  to  orders,  I  reported 
to  Brigadier  General  Whiting  for  orders,  and  Brigadier  General 
Hampton  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade.  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  the  brigade  was  bivouacked  in  front  of  McGee's  house.  Early 
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Monday  raoriiing,  it  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy 
with  the  rest  of  the  army  of  the  Valley,  and  that  evening,* -with  the 
other  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  "iVhitjng's  division,  was  ordered 
to  the  support  of  our  batteries  at  White  Oak  Swarap, 

Tuesday  morning  we  again  took  the  road  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
who  we  encountered  rather  suddenly  about  two  and  a  half  miles  frorh 
our  bivouac  of  the  previous  night.  The  third  brigade  was  ordered 
into  position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  near  a  corn-field,  and  skirmish- 
ers from  the  tenth  Virginie  Regiment  were  deployed  in  front.  Sub- 
eequently  we  wer«  ordered  to  a  position  in  a  large  grain  field  on  the 
left,  where  we  remained  during  the  rest  of  the  day  and  night,  and 
more  exposed  to  a  heavy* battery  of  the  enemy. 

Our  casualties  were,  however,  but  slight,  for  v/hich  we  arc  alone 
indebted  to  the  mercy  of  the  Divine  Being. 

Th6  action  of  Captain  Wooding  not  coming   under  ray  observation 
from  the  fact  that  I  did  n(5t. command  the  brigade,  I  respectfully  refer 
to  his  report  herewith  enclosed      For  a  list  or  casualties,  I  refer  to 
the  accompanying  rrport  from  the  different  regiments. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

E.  T.  H.  WARREN, 
Colonel  Tenth  Virgi?na  Regiment. 


LIEUTENANT     COLONEL    CUNNINGHAM'S    REPORT     OF 
OPERATIONS  OF    SECOND  BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,      > 
Camp  near-Liberty  Mills,  Va.,  July  24,  1862.  } 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A.  A.   General^  V.  D.  : 

Captain:  In  the  absence  of  Brigadier  General  Jones,  from  sick- 
ness, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  recent 
operations  of  the  second  brigade,  army  of  the  Valley,  before  Rich- 
mond : 

On  the  27th  June,  we  were  aroused,  soon  after  daylight,  by  heavy 
and  CDntinuous  cannonading  on  our  right,  our  position  being  on  the 
Meadow  Bridge  road.  Soon  after,  the  brigade  was  put  in  motion,  in 
the  direction  of  CoIdCIarbor,  moving  slowly,  with  frequent  halts,  the 
brigade  being  in  the  extreme  rear,  and  immediately  behind  the  first 
brigade.  Valley  District.  We  moved  in  this  way  until  about  five 
o'clock,  P.  ^t,  when  I  was  ordered,  by  yourself,  and  soon  after  by 
Major  Dabney,  A.  A.  General,  to  carry  the  brigade  into  action,  to 
form  on  the  ri";ht  of  the  third  briirade,  Colonel  Fulkerson  command- 
ing,  and  to  advance  with  this  brigade.  I  moved  the  brigade  quite 
rapidly  through  the  wobds,  at  one  time  causing  it  to  double-quick  for 
a  short  distance,  in  order  to  keep  in  sight  of  the  third  brigade.  It 
was  at  this  point,  that  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  Captain  Leigh  com- 
manding, was  separated  from  the  brigade. 

1  refer  you  to  Captain  Leigh's  report,  enclosed  herewith,  for  fur- 
ther information  as  to  the  operations  of  the  battalion  during  this 
evening. 

I  formed  the  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  under  cover  of  a  hill, 
protecting  us  from  the  enemy's  &hell,  and,  at  about  seven  o'clock, 
moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  to  relieve  Brigadier  General  Wilcox, 
at  the  request  of  an  aid  of  Major  General  Longstreet.  I  carried  the 
brigade,  under  direction  of  Brigadier  General  Wilcox,  to  a  point  of 
woods  on"  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  and  about  one  half  milo 
from  the  Chickahominy  river.'  The  enemy,  however,  when  we  ar- 
rived at  the  wood,-?,  had  been  driven  out,  by  an  attack  in  flank,  by 
General  R.  H.  Anderson's  brigade,  and  we  had  only  to  secure  about 
forty  prisoners,  who  w^e  trying  to  make'their  escape.  We  occupied 
the  ground  •which  had,  been  held  by  Butterfield's  brigade,  that  night. 

In  moving  to  our  first  position,  four  men,  in  the  forty-eighth  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  were  slightly  wounded.      ^ 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  28th  .Tune,  we  left  our  position, 
and,  soon  after  daylight,  formed  on  the  right  of  the  first  brigade,  V. 
D.,  in  the  extreme  front,  where  we  remained  until  about  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M.>  when  I  was  ordered,  by  the  Major  General  commanding,  to 
take  the  brigade  to  a  house,  occupied  by  Brigadier  General  Winder, 
for  headquarters,  and  to  rest  the  men  in  the  shade  of  trees  in  the 
yard.  .  ' 
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On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  28th  and  29tli  of  June,  we  remained 
near  Cold  Harbor,  comparatively  inactive. 

Brigadier  General  Jones  took  command  of  the  brigade  on  Sunday 
morning. 

,  On  Monday,  the  30th  June,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  on- 
camped  that  night  near  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  * 

On  Tuesday,  the  Ist  July,  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  Malvern 
Hill,  halting  frequently.  At  'about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  were 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  in  a  body  of  woods  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  about  four  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  a  church,  our  po- 
sition being  immediately  in  rear  of  the  first  hrigade.  We  had,  seve- 
ral times,  to  sbift  our  position,  to  avoid  a  great  number  of  shells 
thrown  near  us  by  the  enemy,  by  which  a  captain  and  two  men,  in  the 
forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  were  slightly  wounded.  About  dirk, 
the  brigade  was  moved,  by  the  left  flank,  out  of  the  road,  and  pro- 
ceeded slowly,  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  for  a  short  distance,  when 
it  was  stopped  by  some  confusion  in  the  brigade  in  front  of  us.  At 
this  point,  Brigadier  General  Jones  received  a' contusion  on  the  knee 
from  a  piece  of  shell,  when"  the  command  of  the  brigade  again  de- 
volved on  me.  As  soon  as  the  road  was  somewhat  cleared,  I  led  the ' 
brigade  forward,  and -occupied  a  position  immediately  on  the  road,  and 
about  twenty  (2t))  paces  in  rear  of  the  first  brigade.  We  remained 
in  this  position  until  sunrise,  next  morning,  2d  July,  when  we  re- 
traced our  steps,  and  went  into  camp  near  the  church  mentioned  be- 
fore and  remained  during  the  day  and  night. 

On  Thursday,  the  3d  July,  W€  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Long 
Bridge,  and  encamped  that  night  about  two  miles  from  our  last  posi- 
tion. 

I  should  have  mentioned  before  that  Brigadier  General  Jones  re- 
sumed the  command  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  July. 

On  Friday,  the  4th  July,  we  moved  to  the  field  opposite  Westover, 
where  we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when  we  went  into,  camp  in  a  body  of  woods  on  our  left.  We  re- 
mained in  this  wood  until  Monday,  the  7th  July,  when  we  relieved  a 
part  of  General  Whiting's  division,  on  picket.  •    . 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th  July,  we  left  our  camp  near  Wcstover,  and 
started  in  the  direction  of  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  s'ervant, 

R.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Jr  , 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding  second  brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENEkAL  C.  S.  WINDER. 

,  IIf.adquarters  First  Brigadk,  V.  D.,  ) 

.      'July  9,  1862,  J 

Captain  A,  S.  Pkndleton,  A.  A.  General, 

Headquarters  Valky  District : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  i;hi*3  brigade  from  27th  day  of  Juno  to  July  Ist,  1862,  inclu- 
sive : 

The  brigade  left  bivouac,  near  Tottopotomy  Creek,  about  five,  A. 
M.,  being  in  rear  of  the  column,  except  one  brigade.  The  march  was 
slow  and  tedious — firing  was  heard  on  the  ri^ht.  Between  four  and 
five,  P.  M.,  1  received  orders  from  General  Ewell  to  move  up  rapidly. 
I  ordered  the  ordnance  wagons  and  artillery  to  halt,  and  moved  the 
brigade  from  the  column,  filing  to  our  right  through  a  wood  and  swamp, 
directing  the  head  of  the  column  to  the  point  where  I  heard  the 
heaviest  fire.  On  reaching  a  clear  field,  near  Cold  Harbor,  I  formed 
my  regiment,  and  led  the  head  of  the  column  near  the  Telegraph  road, 
where  the  brigade  was  massed  by  regiments.  Finding  Major  Geijeral 
A.  P.  Hill,  senior  officer  present,  I  reported  my  arrival,  and  asked  for 
orders  ;  he  directed  me  to  detach  two  regiments  to  support  a  battery. 
I  ordered  Colonel  J.  W.  Allen,  second  regiment,  and  Colonel  W.  H. 
Baylor,  fifth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  to  move  forward  to  execujte 
this  order,  which  vt'as  rapidly  done.   ' 

After  waiting  some  half  hour,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hill  to 
charge  the  enemy's-line  with  my  command.  I  immediately  formed  line 
of  battle  with  the  thirty-eighth  regiment.  Colonel  Neff,  twenty  seventh, 
Colonel  Grigsby,  fourth  Colonel  Ronald,  the  Irish  battalion,  Captain 
Lee,  who  was  near,  ajid  moved  forward.  As  the  line  advanced.  Colo- 
nels Allen  9nd  Bayjor  formed  on  the  left,  ^ind  the  entire  line  moved 
forward  in  handsome  style,  through  a  swamp  and  thick  undergrowth 
of  laurel  and  bushes.  On  emertrinor  from  this,  findina;  the  line  some- 
wiiat  broken  in  consequence  of  this  swamp,  I  ordered  all  troops,  whom 
I  found  in  front,  to  join,  their  commands,  making  the  line  continuous. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Geary,  Hampton's  Legion  ;  Colonel  Bradley  T. 
Johnson,  first  Maryland  regiment ;  twelfth  Alabama  regiment ;  fifty- 
second  Virginia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Spinner;  thirty-eighth  Georgia, 
Captain  and  A.  A.  General  Lawton  commanding,  joined  this  line,  and 
moved  in  splendid  style  over  the  field,  the  enemy  retiring  before  it, 
long  ere  it  was  possible  to  use  the  bayonet. 

The  second  and  fifth  regiments  Virginia  volunteer^  moved  so  rapidly 
they  got  in  advance  of  the  line  receiving  a  heavy  fire  which  thinned 
their  ranks,  depriving  them  of  some  of  their  best  officers.  Nothing 
daunted  they  held  their  ground  until  the  line  came  up,  and  moved  on 
with  that  same  impetuou-sity  and  determination. 

Here  that  gallant  officer,  Colonel  J.  W.  Allen,  second  regiment,  fell 
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mortally  wounded,  whilst  leading  his  command  in  the  charge.  lie  was 
a  true  soldier  and  gentleman,  whoso  loss  to  his  regiment,  country  and 
friends  will  be  long  mourned,  though  falling  in  so  sacred  a  cause. 
His  patriotism  and  noble  character  had  endeared  him  to  all.  At  the 
same  time  that  meritorious  soldier  and  gentleman,  Major  F.  B.  Jones, 
of  same  regiment,  fell  mortally  wounded.  His  mild  and  gentlemanly 
manner  had  long  since  endeared  hira  to  all,  and  deeply  is  his  loss  felt 
and  regretted. 

•  The  line  advanced  steadily  under  the  fire  of  two  batteries,  and  much 
infantry,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  some  three  hundred  yards  beyond 
McGee's  house  ;  this  being  beyond  their  last  position,'  the  line  was 
halted.  The  lateness  of  the  hour  (about  nine,  P.  M.)  and  ignorance 
of  the  country  prevented  any  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  At  this 
'  time,  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill  came  on  the  field,  and  I  relinquished 
the  command  to  hira.  Upon  consultation  with  him,  it  was  decided  te 
retire  the  line  of  battle  to  the  crest  in  the  rear.  This  I  did,  and  took 
the  necessary  precautions  to  guard  against  any  surprise. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  -brigade, 
in  which,  for  the  time,  I  must  include,  the  Irish  battalion.  Captain 
Lee.  Their  coolness,  bravery  and  discretion  entitles  them  to  my  warmest 
gratitude,  as  also,  those  serving  under  me  a  portion  of  the  time, 
especially  that  gallant  soldier  and  gentleman  Colonel  Bradley  T. 
Johnson,  with  his  small  band  of  veterans,  ever  ready  to  advance  on 
the*  enemy  and  aid  our  cause. 

Colonel  Baylor  and  his  regiment  were  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  of 
artillery  and  .infantry,  but  he  held  the  regiment  well  in  hand,  moving 
up  in  gallant  style.  Though  he  lost  heavily  he  held  the  extreme  lefc, 
and  delivered  to  me  two  Parrott  guns,  a  part  of  the  fruits  of  his 
victory. 

Upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  L.  Botts,  devolved  the  command  of  the 
second  regiment  aifter  the  fall  of  Colonel  Allen,  and  this  command  ho 
exercised  with  coolness  and  bravery,  reflecting  much  credit  upon  him- 
self and  regiment.  The  other  regiments  were  led  up  by  their  respec- 
tive commanders,  in  fine  order,  though  their  position  did  not  place 
them  under  such  heavy  fire. 

My  thnnks  are  eminently  duo  to  my  staff,  Captain  O'Brien  and  liieu- 
tenants  Howard  and  Garnett,  for  the  promptness  with  which  they 
transmitted  my  orders,  and  the  assistance  i-endered  me  during  the. 
evening,  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  frequently  and  at  great  risk.  Also 
to  Mr.  Samuel  D.  Mitchell,  of  Richmond,  a  volunteer  aid,  who  was 
ever  ready  and  prompt  to  transmit  ray  orders  to  any  point,  regardless 
of  his  own  life.  He  fejl,  mortally  wounded,  whilst  with  the  second 
regiment,  in  advance,  and  expired  in  a  few  moments,  one  of  the  many 
instances  of  the  self-sacrificing  spirits  of  our  young  men. 

Two  revolving  guns,  one  Napoleon  gun  and  many  small  arm^  and 
stores  wore  collected  by  Lieutenant  Garnett,  ordnance  officer  of  the 
brigade,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  sent  to  the  rear. 

Shortly  after  daylight,  on  this  morning,  the  pickets  were  advanced 
to  a  wood  in  front,  and  many  prisoners  brought  in,  among  the  number 
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Brigadier  General  John  F.  Reynolds  and  "Captain  Kingsberry,  of  his 
staff.     The  brigade  remained  in  position  during  the  day. 

On  the  29th,  it  was  ordered  to  take  the  advance  and  move  to  the 
Chickahominy  river,  which  it  did.  The  .bridge  being  incomplete, 
shortly  before  sunset  it  was  ordered  to  its  former  bivouac. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3Uth,  it  took  up  the  march  at  half-past  two 
o'clock,  following  the  troops  in  advance  of  it.  At  night  it  bivou- 
acked near  White  Oak  Swamp. 

Took  up  the  march  at  five,  A.  M.,  on  July  Ist,  following  troops 
in  front.  Hearing  from  General  Whiting  that  artillery  was  needed  in 
front,  I  ordered  Captains  Carpenter  and  Poague  to  report  to  Brigadier 
General  Whiting,  with  their  batteries.  For  an  account  of  their  ope- 
rations, I  respectfully  refer  to  their  reports.  The  brigade  was- 
halted  near  a  church  in  the  wood  and  held  in  reserve.  Being 
Vi'ithin  range  of  the  enemy's  shell,  it  was  twice  removed  to  the 
rear,  but  unfortunately  the  first  shot  indicating  the  necessity  of  a 
move,  killed  that  promising  and  gallant  ofificer,  Captain  Fletcher, 
fifth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  and  the  next,  causing  a  second 
move,  killed  one  man  and  Vouuded  three  of  the  same  regiment. 

Between  six  and  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  the  front 
with  my  command.  On  reporting  to  General  Jackson,  I  was  ordered 
to  file  to  the  right  through  the  woods  and  report  to  Major-  General  D. 
H.  Hill.  1  obeyed  the  first  part  of  the  order.  I  had  not  gon&  far 
when  I  found  the  brigade  under  the  fire  of  a  battery.  It  was  moved 
steadily  on  under  a  heavy  fire.  I  despatched  a  staff  officer  to  a 
house  near  by  to  see  if  I  could  hear  of  General  HilFs  locality.  I 
could  learn  nothing,  and  hearing  a  heavy  fire  to  my  left,  1  moved  di- 
rectly for  it.  To  gain  that  point  the  command  was  exposed  to  a  ter- 
rific fire,  and  in  consequence  of  the  darkness  of  the  hour  and  much 
wood  and  swamp,  the  brigade  became  greatly  separated.  Finding 
myself  with  a  portion  of  the  thirty-third  regiment,  Colonel  Neff,  and 
a  portion  of  the  fourth  regiment,  I  moved  to  the  assistance  of  our 
troops  through  the  swamp,  sending  Captain  O'Brien  to  find  the  other 
regiments  and  bring  them  up.  On  emerging  from  the  swamp,  I  found 
a  handfull  of  gallant  men  of  the  first  and  third  N.  C.  regiments  receiv- 
ing a  most  terrific  fire.  I  immediately  placed  the  thirty-third  and  fourth 
regiments  in  position,  and  with  about  oiae  hundred  men  held  this  hill 
against  the  enemy,  who  gave  us  the  most  terrific  fire  I  have  ever  seen 
There  was  a  continuous  stream  of  shot,  shell,  and  balls  for  some  two 
hours,  when  the  enemy's  fire  slackened  and  ceased  about  ten  o'clock, 
P.  M.  During  this  time  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  true 
courage.  Our  loss  was  heavy.  Colonel  Neff  and  Major  Holliday, 
thirty-third  regiment,  and  Lieuts.  Howard  and  Garnett,  of  my  staff", 
particularly  attracted  my  admiration  by  their  coolness  and  untiring 
efforts  to  keep  the  men  in  their  position.  Their  escape  from  injury 
is  truly  providential.  About  nine,  P.  M.,  whilst  trying  to  find 
remnants  of  my  brigade,  for  some  few  men  had  found  out  my  posi- 
tion and  joined,  I  met  a  portion  of  the  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment 
and  ordered  it  to  this  position,  in  a  short  ^time  parts  of  my  regi- 
ments came   up,    all    having   been    subjected    to  a  heavy  fire  whilst 
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moving  up  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  thick  woods  and  darkness, 
could  not  find  their  proper  positions.  For  details  of  their  operations 
I  refer  to  their  several  reports.  Here  the  fearless  and  gallant  Colonel 
A.  J.  Grigsby,  twenty-seventh  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  was 
wounded,  slightly,  I  am  glad  to  say,  but  obliged  to  leave  the  field. 
Captain  O'Brien,  of  my  staff",  was  injured  by  a  fall  from  his  horse, 
and  was  not  with  me  after  reaching  the  field.  Hearing  of  troops 
near  by  not  engaged,  I  immediately  sent  for  them  and  was  rein- 
forced by  a  portion  of  General  Lawton's  brigade,  General  J.  R.  Jone^* 
brigade,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  and  a  part  of  the 
Louisiana  brigade,  and  that  gallant  band  of  Marylanders,  under  the 
brave  Colonel  B.  T.  Johnson.  Colonel  Johnson  hearing  I  needed 
assistance,  came  forward  to  tender  his  regiment,  which  I  gladly  ac- 
cepted and  gave  him  the  ndvance,  directing  him  to  extend  our  line 
some  half  a  mile  to  the  right,  placing  my  picket  on  and  near  the  flank 
of  the  enemy.  This  duty  he  executed  rapidly  and  with  good  judgment, 
holding  his  position  until  after  the  enemy  bad  retired  the  following 
day.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham's  brigade  I  placed  on  Jack- 
son's left,  and  the  balance  of  Lawton's  brigade  between.  Cunning- 
ham's and  my  original  position,  securing  my  entire  front  and  flank, 
sleeping  on  the  field  so  hotly  contested  against  heavy  odds.  After 
these  dispositions,  General  Lawton  arrived  and  I  rode  in  to  report  to 
Generals  Hill  and  Jackson  my  position.  This  effected,  I  returned 
to  the  field  before  dawn  and  made  the  requisite  dispositions  to  re- 
pulse any  attack  ;  but  at  daylight  we  found  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
his  position  during  the  nighl,  taking  off"  his  guns,  but  leaving  his 
dead,  small  arms,  and  other  indications  of  a  defeat  and  hasty  retreat, 
which  was  an  agreeable  surprise,  for  I  had  learned  through  prisoners 
captured  about  day-light,  his  force  the  previous  day  had  been  vastly- 
superior  to  ours.  Shortly  after,  six,  A.  M.,  on  the  2d  instant.  I  was 
ordered  to  bivouac  some  two  miles  from  the  front.  The  casualties 
are  as  follows  :  .  . 

On  the  27th  of  June — 

Killed,  5  commissioned  oflScerp. 

Killed,  10  rank  and  file. 

Wounded,  12  commissioned  officers. 

Wounded,  52  rank  and  file. 


Total  killed  and  wonnded, 

79 

On  the  1st  of  July — 

Killed,  • 

1  commiseioned    oflBcer. 

Killed, 

16   rank  and  file. 

Wounded, 

3  commissioned  ofiBcers. 

Wounded, 

104  rank  and  file. 

Total,  124  /  • 

Total  killed  and  wounded  in  both  battles,  203. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S    WINDER. 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  LAWTON  ©F  ENGAGE- 
MENT OF  JUNE  27,  f862. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Valley  District,  ) 
Near  Gordonsvilk,  July  28,  1862.      \ 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

Captain  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Major  General 
commanding,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  bj-  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  the  27th  of  June,  1862, 
near  the  Chickahorainy  river  and  a  few  miles  fiom  Richmond.  In  the 
order  of  march  towards  the  battle-field  on  that  day,  my  brigade 
brought  up  the  rear  of  General  Jackson's  army,  and  was  therefore 
the  last  to  engage  the  enemy.  I  had  remained  at  a  halt  for  several 
hours,  more  than  two  miles  from  the  point  where  the  brigade  after- 
wards entered  the  field,  and  was  not  ordered  forward  until  nearly  five 
o'clock,  P.  M.  I  then  marched  rapidly  on,  retarded  much  by  the  ar- 
tillery and  ambulances  which  blocked  up  the  narrow  road.  .  On  reach- 
ing the  edge  of  a  corn  field,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  nearest 
point  of  the  battle-ground,  I  was  informed  that  General  Ewisll  was 
sorely  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and  reinforcements  were  promptly 
needed.  I  then  marched  forward  at  dckuble-quick,  and  the  men 
reached  the  wood  on  the  south  side  of  the  battle-field  almost  exhausted. 
Having  no  knowledge  of  the  local  geography,  and  faiUng  to  find  any 
staff  ofiicers  who  could  direct  me  at  what  point  I  should  enter  the 
fight,  two  regiments,  standing  in  the  open  field,  v/ere  pointed  out  to 
.me  as  having  just  retired  from  the  woods,  whence^  the  fire  of  the  en- 
emy had  driven  them.  I  at  once  moved  by  the  flank  through  the  in- 
terval between  these  regiments,  ptomptly  formed  line  of  battle,  and 
accepted  for  my  brigade  the  position  which  they  had  abandoned.  A  con- 
tinuous line  of  thirty -five  hundred  men  moving  forward  in  perfect  order 
•into  the  wood,  and  at  once  opening  fire  along  its  entile  length,'  (chiefly 
armed  with  Enfield  rifles,)  made  a  decided  impression,  and  promptly 
marked  the  preponderance  of  musketry  sound  on  our  side,  aa  was-ob- 
scrved'by  other  commanders  on  the  field.  The  extreme  density  of  the 
wood,  and  the  sloppy,  miry  soil,  with  no  knowledge  of  the  conforma- 
tion of  the  country  beyond  me,  made  it  evident  that  Lhe«difFerent  reg- 
iments of  the  brigade  would  soon  be  separated  from  each  other.  I 
therefore  sent  difterent  members  of  my  stafl'  to  the  right  and  left  of 
the  line  to  press  it  forward,  and  remained  myself  as  near  the  centre 
as  possible.  Onward  the  line  advanced  througli  the  wood,  firing  at 
every  step,  and  guided  only  by  the  volleys  from  the  enemy,  towards 
the  thickest  of^the  fight.  In  the  midst  of  the  wood  I  met  Major  Gen- 
eral Ewell,  then  hotly  engaged,  who,  as  he  saw  this  long  line  advanc- 
ing under  fire,  waved  his  sword  and  cried  out — '*  Hurrah  for  Geor- 
gia! "*  To  this  there  was  a  cliccrin;:^  rc<?pon9'>  from  my  command, 
which  then  moved  forward  more   rapidly  than  ever.      From  ueneral 
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Ewell  I  learned  something  of  the  condition  of  the  field  and  the  point 
at  which  my  command  would  be  most  useful.  To  that  point  I  di- 
rected such  portions  of  the  brigade  as  could  then  receive  my  orders 
in  time.  This  portion  advanced  steadily  forward,  commanded  by  my- 
self in  person,  the,  regiments  occasionally  disunited* by  the  smoke, 
dust  and  confusion  of  the  battle-field,  and  then  brought  together  again. 
They  were  all  the  time  under  a  coaitinuous  fire  of  musketry  and  ar- 
tillery, until  they  reached  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  the  field,  directly 
in  front  of  the  position  where  they  had  emerged  from  the  wood.  This 
steady  advance  was  only  checked  occasionally  by  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  distinguishing  friend  from  foe,  as  the  dusk  of  the  evening 
was  added  to  th^  other  elements  of  confusion.  In  conjunction'  with 
fragment,?  of  other  brigades,  having  driven  the  enemy  steadilj^before 
us,  when  I  reached  the  brow  of  the  hill  already  mentioned,  I  found 
his  battery  had  retired  and  his  infantry  taken  to  flight.  I  then  gath-, 
ered  up  the  fragments  of  several  other  brigades  and  regiments,  and 
adding  them  to  mine,  retired  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  rear  and  di- 
agonally to  the  left,  where  I  could  still  distinguish  a  disjointed  line 
of  Confederate  troops.  A  hasty  conversation  with  Brigadier  General 
Garland,  satisfied  me  that  I  was  the  commanding  ofiicer  on  that  part 
of  the  field,  and  I  at  once  assumed  command  and  ordered  into  line  all 
the  troops  near  me.  It  was  by  this  time  quite  dark.  Learning  from 
a  stafi"  officer,  who  then  rode  up,  that  a  charge  was  to  be  made  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  field,  in  -which  assistance  was  needed,  I  at*once 
commenced  to  move,  by  the  right  flank,  all* the  troops  over  whom  I  had 
assumed  command,  towards  the  point  indicated.  After  marching  two 
or  three  hundred  yards,  the  shouts  of  victory  from  our  friends  an- 
nounced that  the  last  battery  of  the  enemy  had  been  taken,  and  the 
"rout"  complete.  I  then  halted  in  the  midst  of  the  battle-field,  sep- 
arated the  regiments  of  my  brigade  from  the  rest  of  the  troops,  and 
ordered  the  men  to  sleep  on  their  arms. 

During  all  the  time  above  indicated,  after  the  brigade  was  fairly  en- 
gaged, the  two  regiments  on  the  left  (thirty  first  and  thirty- eighth 
Georgia)  were  beyond  my  reach,  and  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  my  adjutant  general.  Captain  E.  P.  Lawton.  In  emerging  from 
the  Avood,  these  two  regiments  found  themselves  in  the  hottest  part  of 
the  fieb^  where  our  friends  were  pressing  on  the  enemy  towards  the 
left,  and  joined  them,  in  the  contest  at  that  point,  under  a  murderous 
fire.  Steadily  on  did  they  press,  doing  great  execution,  until  the  last 
cartridge  was  expended,  and  then  joining  heartily  in  that  last  charge 
after' nightfall,  which  resulted  in  the  shouts  of  victory  already  re- 
ferred to.  The  conduct  of  these  two  regiments,  officers  and  men,  and 
of  Captain  E.  P.  Lawton,  who  led  them,  cannot  be  too  highly  appre- 
ciated ;  and  the  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  for  the  short  time  they 
were  engaged,  attest  the  danger  which  they  so  gallantly  faced.  Cap- 
tain Lawton  had  his  horse  killed,  and  rec'eived  a  slight  wound  in  the 
leg.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pair,  in  command  of  the  thirty-eighth,  had 
-his  arm  shot  off,  near  the  shoulder,  and^Major  Matthews  was  severely, 
it  is  feared  mortally,  wounded.  Colonol  Evan<»,  comTmr.ling  the' 
thirty-first  regiment,  received  a  slight  iiesh  wound  ;  and  a  number  of 
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other  oflBcers   were  killed  and  wounded,  as   appears  by  the  annexed 

list. 

Early  in  the  action,  and  soon  after  entering  the  wood,  my  volan- 
teer  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Edward  Cheves,  while  riding  by  my  side, 
had  his  horse  shot  down.  He  promptly  rose  to  his  feet,  announced 
to  me  his  safety,  and  his  intention  to  keep  up  with  the  tjj^igade  on 
foot.  He  followed  on  towards  the  left,  where  the  thirty-first  ahd 
thirty-eighth  were  so  hotly  pressed,  and  while  gallantly  pursuing  the 
line  of  his  duty,  he  fell,  pierced  through  the  heart  by  a  rifle  ball. 
Though  a  mere  youth,  he  had  exhibited  a  degree  of  zeal,  intelligence, 
and  gallantry  worthy  of  all  praise,  and  not  one  who  fell  on  that  bloody 
field  has  brought  more  sorrow  to  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him 
best. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  1  am  much  indebted,  for  the  prompt- 
ness, energy,  and  gallantry  they  displayed  in  conveying  orders,  and 
pres«!ing  on  the  different  parts  of  the  line  which  were  beyond  my  per- 
sonal supervision, 

"Where  the  engagement  was  so  general,  and  the  numbers  so  large, 
and  all  acted  so  well,  it  is  difficult  to  enumerate  instances  of  personal 
gallantry.  For  some  of  these,  however,  and  for  the  parts  taken  by 
differeiit  portions  of  ray  brigade,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the 
different  commanders  of  regiments,  herewith  suboiitted,  I  leg  leave 
to  refer  also  to-  the  annexed  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 
•Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  in  the  Fourth  Brigade,  VaU 
ley  District,  commanded  hy  General  A.  Jt.  Lawton,  in  the  action  of  the 
27th  of  June  : 

Thirteenth Re^m^nt  Georgia  Volunteers. — Killed:  Non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  6.  Wounded  :  Lieutenant  ColonelJ.  M.  Smith, 
Captains  Mitchell  and  Crawford,  3  ;  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  51.     Total,  60. 

Twenty-Sixth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. — Killed :  Lieutenant 
H.  L.  Strickland,  1  ;  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  7. 
Wounded :  Lieutenant  J,  R.  Paxton,  1  ;  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  31,     Total,  40. 

Sixtieth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. — Killed :  Non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  3.  Wounded:  Lieutenant  McCarny,  1;  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates,  10.     Total,  14. 

Sixty-First  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers.' — Killed :  Non-commia- 
Bioned  officers  and  privates,  6.  Wounded  :  Captain  H.  F,  Collej, 
Adjutant  G.  \^.  Lamar,  Lieutenants  C.  S.  Virgin,  C.  Bramer 
and  J.  Crawford,  5;  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  25. 
Total,  36. 

Thirty-Eighth  JRegiment  Georgia  Volunteers. — Killed :  Captains  Me- 
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Ciusky    and  Jones  2  ;  non-coiL-missioned   officers    and    privates,  52.  _ 
Wounded:  Lieutenant  CoJonel  Parr,  Major   Matthews,  Lieutenants 
Phillips  and  Marable,  4;  LCD-ccmmii^'sioned  officers  and  privates,  114. 
Total,  172. 

Thirty-First  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. — Killed :  Non-commiH- 
Bioned  officers  and  privatfp,  29.  Wounded;  Lieutenants  Johnson. 
Harrison,  Bozeman  and  BraLson,  4;  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  137.     Total,  170. 

Total  killed,  lOG;  wounded,  386.     Aggregate,  492. 
18 
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Ei:rt)RT    OF    BRIGADIER    GENERAL   LAWTON    OF   THE 
BATTLE  OF  MALVERN  IllLL. 

llEADqUARTEBS    FoURTH    BrIGADE,    VaLLEY    DiSTRICT,  ) 

Ntar  Gmdomville,  July  28,   1862.      ] 
Coptuiu  A.  S.  Pendleton,  4v^-  G^.  : 

Captain  :  1  bog  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  ofi  the  part 
taV.en  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  Ist  of 
July,  1562: 

fe'oon  after  the  musketry  fire  had  fairly  commenced,  I  received 
orders  from  the  Major  Genexal  commanding  to  form  in  line  of  battle 
en  the  left  of  tlie  road  leading  u^  tjie  bill,  a  few  hundred  yards  be- 
yond "Willis  Church, "  the  brigades  of  General  Winder  and  others 
continuing  tliia'line  to  the  right  of  the  same  road.  Soon  after  this 
li.i^  was  forn.ed,  it  was  apparent  that  tho  shells  of  the  enemy  were 
tdbout  to  inflict  serious  injury  upon  us,  while  we  w^e  entirely  inac- 
t!ve.  After  several  casualties  in  diiferent  parts  of  the  command, 
upon  consultation  with  General  W^inder,  we  determined  to  retire  the 
li.-.c  about  three  hundred  yards  to  the  rear,  until  we  should  receive 
orders  to  advance. 

In  this  last  position  I  remained  until  after  sunset,  when  I  received 
v*;rbal  ciders  to  move  up  the  road  to  the  gate-posts  near  which  the 
Major  General  commanding  had  his  headquarters,  then  tb  file  to  the 
r:g!it  thiough  the  woods,  advance  towards  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and 
report  to  Major  General  Hill.  The  gr()und  admitted  only  ot  a  flank 
lacvcment,  and  I  led  the  thirteentli^  Georgia  (the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade) as  rapidly  as  possible  through  the  woods,  towards  the  point 
indicated.  Leading  in  person  the  foremost  regiment,  of  course  I 
could  not  pee,  through  the  woods,  whether  the  other  regiments  were 
closed  up  behind  us.  When  I  reached  the  open  field,  and  stood,  with 
the  thirteenth  regiment,  under  as  heavy  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  hi 
WJ'.'ycver  known  to  the  most  ex-perienced  veterans,  I  ascertained  that 
t^aC  ether  regiments  of  the  brigade  had  taken  a  difierent  route  or 
missed  Ihe  road  through  the*  woods. 

It  was  then  nearly  dark,  the  (ire  cf  the  enemy's  battery  was  doing 
great  execution,  our  friends  evidently  wanted  assistance,  and  no  time 
was  to  be  lost.  Ordering  the  thirteenth  to  lie  dov\'n  in  a  ravine  for  a 
fevr  minutes,  until  I  could  go  forward  towards  the  battery,  and  en- 
deavor to  ascertain  the  best  route  by  which  to  advance,  I  soon 
discovered  that  I  must  move  wifh  the  fire  of  the  battery  as  my  <nly 
guide.  Thia  regiment  was  ordered  up  from  the  ravine,  and  it  ad- 
vanced rapidly  and  handsomely  over  every  obstacle — woods,  ditches, 
fences,  streams — until  the  height  on  the  same  level  with  the  enemy's 
battrvy.,  opposite  Littleton's  house,  was  gained.  Still  onward  they 
pressecj*,  *nd  met  with  a  heavy  loss  from  the  fire  of  musketry  that 
were  posted  to  support  the  battery.     While  crossing  the   road,  just 
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below  the  height  to  which  this  regiment  was  advancing,/!  was  mot  by 
Brigadier  Genera,!  Winder,  who  sngge.sted  that  the  height  might  bo 
reached  by  a  better  route  along  the  position  where  a  portion  of  his 
command  was  engaged.  I  then  permitted  the  head  of  the  column  to 
proceed,  under  the  lead  of  Colonel  Douglass,  and  attempted  to  direct 
the  remainder  towards  the  route  indicated  bj'  General  Winder.  The 
darkness  and  confusion  made  it  difficult  to  adopt  any  new  order,  or 
check  the  impetuosity  of  this  regiment.  Having  gained  this  height, 
the  advanced  position  of  General  Jackson's  array,  I  determined  to 
hold  it  until  further  orders.  I  returned  promptly  for  the  rest  of  my 
command',  found  tlie  other  five  regiments  formed  in  good  order, 
marched  them  up  to  the  height  occupied  by  the  thirteenth,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

The  enemy  having  removed  his  battery  to  a  more  secure  position, 
commenced  shelling  the  height  occupied  by  my  brigade,  throwing 
one  shell  every  two  or  three  minutes  for  nearly  an  hour  after  the  en- 
gagement v.as  properly  at  an  end.  But  for  the  fact  that  I  caused  the 
men  to  lie  down  I'^hind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  on  the  slope  towards  the 
wood  the  casualties  must  have  been  numerous,  lu  the  morning,  ap- 
pearances indicated  for  a  while  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  ejiemy 
to  renew  the  contest,  and  I  was  making  preparations  to  receive  him. 
It  was  soon  evidf^'t,  however,  that  these  demonstrations  only  served 
to  protect  his  flight,  which  continued  during  the  drenching  rain  of 
that  day. 

The  thirteenth  Georgia  yas  the  only  regiment  of  the  brigade 
actively  engaged  in  the  fight,' and  nothing  could  exceed  the  energy, 
valor  and  zeal  exhibited  by  officers  a:.d  men  during  their  .impetuous 
charge.  The  other  regiments  were  wichin  range  of  shells  for  three 
or  fjur  hours,  and  from  these  several  casualties  ensued.  I  beg  l?ave 
to  refer  to  the  annexed  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  to  the  report 
of  Colonel  Douglass  for  further  details  of  the  part  taken  by  the  thir- 
teenth regiment.- 

Vevy  respectfully,  \o\it  obedient  servant, 

A.  U.  LAWTON, 
*  jBrigadier  Gtneral  commanding. 
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LIST  OF  THE  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  in  the  Fourth  Sri- 
gade,  Valley  District,  commanded  by  General  A.  R.  hnwton  in  the 
action  of-  thf   \st  July. 


Killed. 

WotTNDED. 

Regiment. 

Officers. 

N.  C.   Offi- 
cers and 
Privates. 

o 

N.  C.    Offi- 
cers  and 
Privates. 

< 

H 
O 

]3lh  regiment  Georgia  volunteers... 

tiflth  rogiriicnt  Georgia  volunteers 

2Cth  regiment  Georgia  volunteerp 

61st  regiment  Georgia  volunteers 

.08th  re;riment  Georgia  volunteer? 

31st  regiment  Georgia  volunteers 

1* 

'J 

45 
14 

6 

55 
14 

Grand  total .• 

1 

0 

65 

lb 

-Major  Baker. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  COBB.] 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  } 
.  June  12,  1862.  J 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  succinct  report  of  the  ope- 
rations of  this  brigade,  under  my  command,  from  the  morning  of  the 
29th  June,  to  the  1st  July,  inclusive: 

For  several  days  previous  to  the  29th  June,  ray  command  had  been 
kept  day  and  night  under  arms,  prepared,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to 
move  in  co-operation  with  the  operations  of  our  army  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Chickahomiuy. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  men  were  required  to  r-emain  in  the 
trenches  at  the  position  then  occupied  by  tlie  brigade,  at  the  "  Burnt 
Chimney,"  on  the  Nine-mile  road. 

From  the  trenches  we  moved,  on  the  morning  of  thoiitJth,  expecting' 
to  find  the  enemy  still  occupying  their  strong  line  of  fortifications, 
immediately  in  our  front,  ft  was  now  ascertained,  however,  that  they 
had  evacuated  their  works, during  the  night,  and 'our  march  was  con- 
tinued in  their  pursuit.  On  reaching  a  point,  not  far  distant  froni 
Savage's  Station,  on  the  York  River  railroad,  the  enemy  were  re- 
ported to  have  made  a  stand  in  our  front.  The  division  of  General 
Magruder  was  here  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle — the  brigade  com- 
manded by  the  brave  and  lamented  Griffith,  on  the  right,  and  my  brig-  / 
ade  on  the  left  The  remaining  brigades  of  General  Magruder's  com- 
mand I  did  not  know.  In  line  of  battle,  our  marcli  continued  to 
Savage's  Station,  without  encountering-  the  enemy.  At  that  point, 
the  enemy  was  first  seen.  A  few  well  directed  shots  from  the  Troup 
artillery  battery,  drove  from  our  right  the  few  of  the  enemy  in  our 
eight;  but  the  subsequent  events  of  the  day  showed  that  they  w^ere 
there  in  strength  prepared  to  make  a  stubborn  resistance.  My  brig- 
ade, was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  railroad — my  right  resting  on'the 
road.  The  position  to  which  I  wa?(  ordered  was  in  the  rear  of  the 
woods,  which  separated  us  from  an  open  field  in  our  front.  Unwil- 
ling to  give  the  enemy  the  advantage  of  the  woods,  in  event  of  their 
advance,  I  advanced  my  line  some  four  Inindred  yards  through  these 
woods,  and  occupied  a  position  in  the  skirt  of  woods,  with  an  open 
field  in  my  front.  The  battle  of  tltnt  evening  was  fought  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  and  hence  my  brigade,  though  exposed,  from  their  ad- 
vanced position,  to  the  continual  firing  of  the  enemy,  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  participating,  actively,  in  the  fight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3i)th,  the  enemy  having  disappeared  from  our  > 
front,  we  again  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and,  after  a  most  fatiguing 
march,  were  placed  that  night  in  line  of  battle  on  the  field,  where  the 
enemy  had  beep  successfully  met  and  overcome  by  Gen.  Longstreet's 
division,  during  the  day.  My  brigade  occupied  the  second  line,  in 
support  of  Griffith's  brigade,  now  commanded  by  Colonel  Barksdale, 
both  on  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road.  The  lines  were  scarcely 
formed,    when  the  morning  of  the  1st  July  summoned  us  to  another 
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march  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  had  again  disap^:)eared  during 
the  night.  We  had  not  proceeded  far  when,  meeting  with  the  com- 
mand of  (leneral  Jackson,  it  was  found  that  no  enemy  was  in  our 
front ;  and,  returning  by  the  position  from  which  we  had  marched  in 
the  morning,  we  reached  the Jbattle -field  of  the  1st.  Here,  a  portion 
of  my  conimand — the  Georgia  legion — was  placed  in  support  of  the  ar- 
tillery. The  remaining  regiments  were  posted  in  the  ravine  to  the 
right  of  Mrs.  Carter's  house.  Shortly  after  the  battle  commenced,  an- 
othjer  regiment. of  my  command — the  sixteenth  Georgia — was  detached 
arid  sent  fo'rward,  to  occupy  a  ravine  on  the  right,  to  prevent  any  attempt 
•of  the, enemy  to  advance  in  that  direction.  My  command  Vi^as  thus 
pQstc<l  at  three  different  points,  rendering  my  own  position,  in  endea- 
voring to  lock  after  each,  an  embarrassing  one.  Whilst  at  this  point, 
I  received  a  message  from  General  Armistead,  who  occupied,  with  his 
brigade,  the  advanced  position  in  our  front,  that  he  needed  support, 
and  I  immediately  moved  to  his  support,  with  the  remaining  regiments 
ot  the  brigad^tlie  twenty  fourth  Georgia,  second  Louisiana,  and  fif- 
teenth North  Carolina.  To  reach  thiit  point,  we  had  to  pass  through 
the  open  field  in  our  iront,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
done  in  double-quick  and  good  order,  and  had  to  pass  through  dense 
woods  and  almost  impassable  ravines,  which  separated  us  from  Gene- 
ral Armistead's  position  ;  all  of  which  ^was  done  in  quick  time  and 
with  alacrity,  by  the  three  regiments.  On  reaching  this  point.  1  imme- 
diately posted  my  command  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  batte- 
ries of  the  enemy,  which  continued  to  pour  a  deadly  fire  upon  that 
point,  as  well  as  the  entire  distance  we  had  traversed  from  the  ravine 
near  Mrs.  Carter's  house.  Our  duty  Avas  to  prevent  any  advance  of 
ihe  enemy,  and  to^  unite,  at  the  proper  time,  in  the  effort  to  carry  the 
batteries  of  the  enemy.  We  had  not  occupied  this  position  long, 
when  (ieiieial  Magruder  was  informed  that  the  enemy  was  advancing 
in  our  front,  and,  under  his  order,  I  at  once  advanced  these  three  regi- 
ments to  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  batteries  r,f  the  enemy.  The 
advance  of  the  enemy  was  repuleed,  and  the  regiments  united  in  the 
general  assault  on  the  batteries. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men,  throughout,  was  all  that  could 
be  aj^ked,  and  even  more  than  could  be  expected  of  men.  The  best 
evidence  I  can  offer  cf  the  daring  and  courage  of  the  men  of  ray  com- 
mand, is  the  fact  that,  after  the  battle,  their  dead  v.ere  found  mingled 
with  thohc  of  other  brigades  nearest  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  It 
was  at  this  point,  in  the  battle,  that  Colonel  Norwood,  of  the  bccond 
'Louisiana,  whilst  gallantly  leading  his  regiment,  fell,  severely,  but  I 
^m  happy  to  say  not  mortally,  wounded.  Major  Ashton,of  the  same  , 
^regiment,  had  seized  the  colors  of  the  regiment,  after  three  brave  men 
had  been  shot  down  in  the  act  of  bearing  them  forward,  and  wajj 
bravely  cheering  on  his  men  and  rallying  them  to  their  standard, 
vhcn,  pierced  by  several  balls,  he  fell  and  died  instantly.  In  the 
same  action,  the  brave  and  gallant  commander  of  the  fifteenth  North 
Carolina,  Colonel  Daw,  was  severely,  but  not  mortally,  wounded,  and 
his  regiment  deprived,  for  the  present,  of  his  invaluable  services.  At 
a  subsequent  period  of  the  battle,  the   sixteenth   Georgia,  previouslj" 
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detached,  was  brought  into  tKe  action,  an-i,  like  their  comrades,  were 
found  among  the  foremost  in  the  fight.  The  Georgia  legion,  though 
iQnder*the  fire  of  the  enemy  d-wring  the  entire  day,  were  not  brought 
into  the  action  because  of  their  position  in  support  of  the  artillery. 
It'ia  but  justice  to  the  men  of  my  command  to  state  the  fact  r.hit, 
for  more  than  forty-eight  hours  previoui-j  to  the  battle,  they  had  K;id 
neither  rest  nor  food  ;  and  though  their  rank^  had  been  greatly  redu ox;  i 
by  exhaustion,  there  was  no  murmiiring  or  spirit  of  complaint,  as  loftjj 
as  there  was  an  encny  in  the  front.  We  commenced  the  march  from 
the  Burnt  Chimney  on  the  morning  of  the  '2:<ih  June,  with  tweuty- 
eeven  hundred  men.  but  fatigue  and  exhaustion  had  so  reduced  our 
ranks,  that  less  than  fifteen  hundred  were  carried  into  the  battle  of 
the  1st,  and  of  that  number,  nearly  five  hundred  are  in- the  lit.t  of 
killed  and  %voundcd. 

1  would  add  that  the  Troup  artillery  (Georgia  legion)  were  ^;th 
my  brigade  daring  all  of  its  operations,  and  did  eifective  service.  Oa 
Tuesday,  their  position  wa^?  such,  that,  while  exposed  to  a  galling  fire, 
they  could  not  reply  with  safety  to  our  own  men.  The  coolness  axii 
composure  of  the  men  was  coraraendablc.  .  • 

*  I  annex  a  list  of  the  casualties  in  each  regiment.  It  is  duo  to  the 
members  of  my  staff,  to  say,  that  they  acted  with  coolness  and  en- 
ergy, and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

'        »  HOWELL  COBB,  Brigadier  General. 


GENERAL  TOOMBS'  REPORT  OF  BATTLE  OF  JUNE  27  "1962. 

Headquarters  Fihst  Brigade,  First  Division,  > 
In  the  Field,  July  7,  \8i)i.      \ 

Captain  A.  Coward,  '  • 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captain  :  In  pursuance  of  the  following  order,  ''  the  divisions  to 
TOur  tight  have  been  ordered  by  General  Magrudcr  to  feel  the  enemj 
in  their  front,  uith  strong  pickets,  and  to  foHoAv  up,  to  the  utmost,  any 
advantage '-which  m-ay  ofter  or  success  which  may  ensue.  You  are 
ordered  to  do  the  same,  taking  as  your  signal  for  advance,  the  com- 
mencemont  of  the  movement  on  your  right."  I  placed  my  brigade  in 
position  to  be  ready  to  advance  -whenever  the  signal  should  be  givefi. 

At  a  few  moments  past  seven,  P.  M.,  on  the  27th  of  June,  a  heavy 
firing  was  heard  on  my  right,  -^vithin  the  points  indicated, by  the  order, 
leaving  no  doubt  ihat  the  troops  on  the  right;  had  met  and  engaged  the 
(nemy.  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Bute,  -vi'ith  seven  corapaniea 
()f  the  second  Georgia,  (about  two  hundred  and  fifty  muskets)  to  ad- 
vance and  take  position  in  the  ravine  in  front,  to -the  left  of  Jame> 
(^o.rnett's  house,  immediately  in  rear  of  my  a'dvanced  pickets.  He 
had  not  finished  deploying  his  line  before  the  enemy,  (whose  pickets 
being  in  sight  discovered  the  movement,)  opened  a  very  heavy  fire 
upon  him  from  their  regiments.  It,  was  returned  with  great  gallantry 
liud  effect  by  Colonel  Bute's  conimand,  aided  by  the  pickets,  for  half 
an  hour,  when  the  enemy  reinforced  hi^  line  by  a  large  force,  equal 
ftt  least  to  a  brigade,  and  brought  an  additional  force  both  to  the  right 
ftnd  left  flank  of  Colonel  Bute's  position.  I  then  ordered  forward  the 
fifteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Mcintosh,  to  Colonel  Bute's?  support,  in  the 
ravine — ordered  the  seventeenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Benuing,  on  the 
left  flank,  and  Colonel  Gumming,  of  the  twentieth  Georgia,  on  the 
nght  flank.  The  action  now  raged  with  great  violence  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  the  enemy  exhibiting  a  determined  purpose  to  drive  us  out 
of  the  position  in  the  ravine ;  but  finding  themselves  incapable  of 
v;renching  it  from  the  heroic  grasp  of  the  second  and  fifteenth  Geor- 
gia volunteers,  were  driven  back  and  repulsed  after  two  hours  of 
fierce  and  determined  conflict.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  courage 
fcnd  good  conduct  of  the  two  regiments  mainly  engaged. 

The  second  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  about  one  half  of  the  men 
carried  into  action.  The  fifteenth  went  to  their  support  under  a  se- 
vere and  galling  fire,  within  eighty  yards  of  their  front,  and  gallantly 
sustained  the  action  until  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  losing  seventy- 
cne  men  out  of  three  hundred  carried  into  action,  including  their 
chivalrous  Colonel  Mcintosh,  mortally  wounded.  Captain  Burch  and 
Lieutenant  Lilly  were  killed  in  action,  and  many  other  valuable  pffi- 
cora  and  men  of  both  regiments  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  whom  has  heretofore  been  sent  in,  and  if  practi- 
cable, will  be  attached  to  this  report.     The  seventeenth  and  twentieth 
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regiments  both  acted  with  great  promptness  and  firmness,  and  main- 
tained their  positions,  protecting  raj  liank  (Juring  the  actiop.  Just 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  battle,  I  apprehended  that  an  additional 
regiment  would  bo  needled  to  hold  the  ravine,  (which  I  was  ordered 
to  hold  on  any  terms,)  and  sent  for  the  seventh  Georgia  regiment, 
belonging  to  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade,  which  was  posted  on  my 
right  supporting  a  battery,  and  they  promptly  obeyed  the  order  and 
came  at  double-quick  time,  with  a  cheer,  to  the  support  of  their  com- 
rades, and  took  position  in  the  rear  of  the  tAventieth,  which  regiment 
I  intended  to  send  forward  in  case  of  need,  holding  the  seventh  to 
support  the  right  flank;  but  before  any  change  was  made,  the  eikmy 
were  repulsed  and  the  battle  was  over.  I  am  not  able,  at  this  time, 
from  the  circumstances  under  Avhich  the  report  is  made,  to  refer  par- 
ticularly to  minute  events  or  individual  instances  of  good  conduct, 
of  which  there  were  many  ;  but  I  can  say,  Avith  the  utmost  candor, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  whole  brigade,  without  an  individual  exccp- 
t^ion,  as  far  as  I  know,  Avas  excellent,  and  that  of  the  second  and  fif- 
teenth, mofe  actively  enga^ged,  was  brilliantly  heroic. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  R.  TOOMBS, 
Brigadier  General  first  brigade,  first  division: 


GENERAL  TOOMBS'  REPORT  OF  BATTLE  OF  JULY  I,  \SQ2. 

Headquarters  First  Brigadk,  FfRST  DtvisioN,  ) 
In  the  Fiddy  near  Wcsfoi^er,  July  7,  1862.       ) 

Oapta'in:  On  Tuesday  evening,  the  l^t  instant,  in  pursuance  of 
orciers  from  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones,  I  marched  my  brigade, 
and  formed  it  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  New  Market  road,  immediately 
in  front  of  the  enemy's'  batteries  ;  afterwardvS,  according  to  additipnal 
orders,  I  advanced  it  to  a  ravine,  several  huTidred  paces  in  front,  and 
again  adsranocd  it  to  a  position  in  the  wood?,  immediately  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  batteries,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Jones. 
I  was  ordered  to  advance  to  this  last  position  in  support  of  Colonel 
Anderson  and  General  Cobb's  brigades,  in  the  assault  on  the  batte- 
ries, it  being  at  the  same  time  stated  to  me  that  other  troops  would 
be  in  ji'lvsnce  of  thesfe  brigade  in  the  assault.  .  Accordingly,  I  ad- 
vaced  rapidly  in  line  of  battle,  through  the  dense  woods,  intersected  by 
ravines*,  occasionally  thick  briar  patches  and  other  obstruction?, 
gui<led  <.nly  by  the  cuejny's  fire  in  keeping  the  direction,  frequently 
retarded,  and-  sometimes  broken,  by  troops  in  front  of  me,  until  tho 
command  renehed  the  open  iield,  oti  the  elevated  plateau  immediately 
in  froiit  of,  and  in  short  rang?  of  the  enemy's  guns.  Here,  coming 
up  with  a  portion  of  the  troops  which  I  was  ordered  to  support,  I 
halted  ray  line,  for  the-purposo  of  rectifying  it,  and  of  allowing  many 
of  the  troops  whom  1  was  to  support  to  pass  me  and  form.  These 
objects  were  but  imperfectly  accomplished  by  me,  as  well  as  by  the 
rest  of  the  troops  Avithin  my  view,  from  the  great  confusion  and  dis- 
order in  the  field,  arising  much  from  the  difficulties  of  the  ground 
over  which  they  had  to  pass,  and  in  part  from  the  heavy  fire  of  grape, 
canister  and  shells,  which  the  enemy's  batteries  were  pouring  in  upon 
them.  But  having  accomplished  what  could  be  done  of  this  w^ork, 
and  that  portion  of  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade  immediately  in  my 
front  having  advanced  further  into  the  field,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to 
advance.  It  raovfd  forward  steadily  and  firmly,  until  it  came  up 
with  the  troops  in  advance,  who  had  lif'lted.  I  then  ordered  it  ti 
halt,  and  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down,  which  they  did,  and  received 
the  enemy's  fire  for  a  considerable  time,  when  an  order  was  repeated 
along  my  line,  coming  from  my  left,  directing  the  line  to  '*  oblique  to 
the  left."  This  order  I  immediately  and  promptly  countermanded  as 
soon- as  it  reached  the  part-of  the  line  Avhere  I  stood,  and  arrested  it 
in  part.  I  saw  that,  the  immediate  effect  of  the  movement  was  to 
throw  the  troops  into  t*e  woods  and  ravines  on  the  left  of  the  plateau, 
and  necessarily  throw  them  into  great  confusion.  Amid  the  turmoil 
of  battle,  it  was  difficult*  to  trace  orders  to  their  proper  source  ;  and 
an  erroneous  impression  prevailing  in  two  of  the  regiments  that  the 
order  came  from  General  Jones,  the  twentieth  and  second  Georgia 
regiments,  and  a  part  of  the  fifteenth  Georgia  regiment,  executed  it, 
and  mcrchcd.  rapidly,  and,  as  they  approached  the  woods,  in  consid- 
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erablo  confusion,  over  tlie  fence,  into  the  roiid  and  woods.  Finding 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  commantji  had,  under  this  mistake,  executed 
the  movement,  and  a  portion  of  my  right  (the  seventeenth  Georgia 
regiment)  having,  up  to  this  time,  been  prevented  by  troops  in  their 
front  from  coming  up.  and  one  compaliy  of  my  left  (Captain  Sage's) 
having,  frofn  the  difficulties  of  the  ground,  and  the  interposition  of 
Other  troops,  been  prevented  from  getting  into  line  on  the  plateau. 
and  seeing  the  importance  of  getting  my  command  tc^gether,  T  ordered 
those  troops  whom  I  had  prevented  from  executing  the  "  left  oblique" 
movement  to  unite  with  the  command  on  the  left,  and  tlie  whole  to- 
form  themselves,  and  await  further  orders  and  Events.  I  then  passed 
do\Yft  my  right,  to  put  them  also  in  position.  A  portion  of  it  only 
had  emerged  from  the  woods,  and  were  ordered  in  position,  Passing 
up  the  edge  of  the  woods,  I  ordered  such  of  the  broken  "parties  as  had 
been  separated  from  their  command  (by  troops  retiring  from  their 
front)  to  join  their  command  on  the  left ;  and,  failing  to  find  the  bal- 
ance of  the  seventeenth  and  the  missing  company  of  the  twentieth,  I 
rf  mounted  and  passed  down  my  left,  which,  together  with'the  rest  of 
the  command  which  had  joined  them,  were  under  the  direction  of  ray 
adjutant.  Captain  Dubose,  and  Major  Alexander,  and  my  aid,  Captain 
Troupe.  They  had  formed,  in  part,  on  the  road  to  the  left  of  the 
plateau,  and  in  the  woods  and  ravines  in  the  rear  thereof,  seeking 
Buch  protection  as  the  ground  afforded,  they  being  under  a  eevere  fire 
from  the  enemy's  artillery.  '  The  stream  of  fugitives  was  pouring  back 
over  my  lino,  frequently  breaking  it,  and  carrying  back  with  them  many 
of  the  men.  J  immediately  began  passingup  and  down  my  lines,  and' 
in  the  rear,  ordering  and  bringing  back  those  who  had  thus  been 
swept  away;  but  it  frequently  happened,  in  bringing  them  back,  the 
position  of  those  they  had  left  had  been  changed  by  the  same  and 
other  causes,  and  left  thom  out  of  their  proper  positions.  1  continued 
these  cifovts  ui^til  all  the  troops  in  my  front,  on  the  plateau,  had  dis- 
appeared— my  OMU  regiments  mostly  separated  and  maintaining 
regimental  or  company  organizations  under  such  cover  as  the  ground' 
afforded.  The  cannonading  still  continued,  and  supposing' that  when- 
ever it  ceased,  wouM  charge,  I  devoted  my  time  to  gathering  up  and 
foiming  my  troops,  and  to  be  prepared  for  the  charge.  This  work 
was  exceedingly  difficult,  as  it  had  become  dark,  and  many  brigades 
were  mixed  up  in  the  woods  and  roads  on  this  part  of  the  battle-field. 
In  the  meantime,  General  Kershaw  came  into  the  field  with  his  brig- 
ade, near  one  of  my  regiments,  (the  second  Georgia,)  which  still  re- 
mained in  very  good  order,  and  rny  lidjutant,  Captain  Dubose,  pro- 
posed to  him  to  unite  that  and  some  other  companies  of  other  regiments 
with  his  command  in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  batteries,  to  which  he 
assented  ;  and  this  command,  under  Colonel  Bute  and  Colonel  Holmes, 
accompanied  by  Captain  Dubose  and  Major  Alexander,  my  quarter- 
master, who  acted  as  one  of  my  ajds  on  the  field,  advanced  with  Gen- 
eral Kershaw's  brigade  beyond  the  edge  of  the  woods,  into  tho  open 
■field,  but  under  the  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon  and  small 
arms,  wavered,  and  fell  back  into  the  road  skirting  the  pine  thicket. 
It  was  during  this  charge  (which  was  also  participated  in  by  part  of 
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the  twentieth  Georgia)  that  the  heroic  Colonel  Butd  (colonel  of  the 
second  Georgia)  fell,  and  the  command  devolved  upon  the  gallant 
Colonel  Holmes,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment.  In  this  position 
in  the  road,  this  portion  of  the  command  remained  for  some  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes,  when  a  heavy  musketry  fire  was  poured  into  them 
from  the  left  flank,  and  they  retreated  in  disorder.  Captain  Dubose, 
Major  Alexander  and  Captain  Troup,  of  my  staff,  were  on  this  part  of 
the  road,  and  used  their  best  exertions  in  rallying  the  troops,  and 
succeeded  in  joining  me  with  nbout  two  hundred  men. 

After  these  disasters,  finding  that  the  enemy  did  not  charge,  and 
that  the  trOops  were  generally  in  disorder,  and  there  not  being  any 
organized  body  of  troops  on  the  plateau  in  front,  I  gathered  up  my 
command  and  marched  back  to  the  road  where  we  entered  the  battle, 
and  encamped  them  as  near  thereto  as  the  convenience  of  water  would 
allow. 

In  all  of  these  movements,  and  especially  during  the  time  my  brig- 
ade -occupied  the  open  plateau  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  my 
losses  were  very  severe,  the  total  being  one  hundred  and  nifiety-fouK, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  out  of  about  twelve  hundred  carried  into  action. 
[A  report  of  which  has  heretofore  been  forwarded  to  you,  and  a  more 
detailed  one  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made  out.  The 
wounding  of  two  of  my  regimental  adjutants,  and  the  sickness  of 
another,  and  constant  marches  since,  having  retarded  the  work.] 

I  am  happy  to  add,  that  the  disorders  which  did  arise  were  due 
rather  to  the  dilHculties  of  the  ground  and  the  nature  of  the  attack, 
•than  from  any  other  cause,  and  that,  as  far  as  my  observation  went, 
they  extended  to  all  troops  engaged  on  the  plateau  in  front  of  tho 
enemy's  guns.  This  is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact,  that  at  reveille 
next  morning,  over  eight  hundred  of  my  command  answered  to  their 
names  at  roll-call,  leaving  two  hundred  unaccounted  for;  many  of 
whom  soon  made  their  appearance.  ^ 

I  considered  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  highly  praise- 
worthy and  honorable  to  themselves  and  the  army. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.   TOOMBS,  Brigadier  General, 

First  Brigade,  First  Division. 


COLONEL  ANDERSON'S    REPORT    OF  BATTLE    OF^  JUNE 

20th,   18G2. 


IIeadquakters  Trird  Brigade,  First  Division, 

In  the  Field,  July  8,  1862. 

Captain  A.  Coward,  A.  A.  General  :■ 

Sir  :  I  haVe  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  my  brigade,  in  the  affair  near  (Mrnett's  House,  on  Saturday,  28th  June. 
The  disposition  of  the  regiments  were  as  follows:  The  seventh  and  eighth 
Georgia  near  the  overseer's  house,  the  eleventh  on  picket  near  Nipw 
Bridge  and  the  first  and  ninth  Geogia  on  duty  at  Mrs.  Price's  house. 
It  was  determined  that  morning,  by  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones, 
commanding  division,  to  place  some  heavy  guns  in  position,  on  the  New 
Bridge  road,  and  drive  the  enemy  from  their  works  near  the  river,  if 
possible;  and  Brigadier  General  Toombs  was  directed  to  attack,,  the 
enemy  if,  in  his  discretion,  it  could  be  done  withquttoo  serious  loss  to 
ourselves,  and  I  was  to  support  him,  if  necessary,  with  my  brigade. 
The  enemy  was  driven  from  the  works  by  our  batteries  on  the  New 
Bridge  road,  and  by  Captain  Brown's  Wise  Artillery  or  Captain 
Moody's  batteries,  near  Garnett's  house,  and  Captain  Thurston,  of 
General  Jones'  staff,  was  ?ent  to  General  Toombs  to  notify  him  of  the 
fact.  From  some  cause,  not  understood  by  me,  General  Toombs  sent 
Captain  Thurston  to  me  to  make  the  attack,  and  as  Captain  Thurston 
was  on  General  Jones'  staff,  I  supposed  the  order  had  been  changed, 
and,  expecting^ to  be  supported.  Ordered  the  eighth  and  ninth  Georgia 
to  advance,  which  they  did  in  most  beautiful  order,  and  with  their 
usual  gallantry,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  over  and  beyond  their 
works,  all  the  time  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry. 
Satisfied  that  these  two  small  regiments  could  not  cope  successfully 
with  the  enemy,  I  asked  General  Toombs  two  or  three  times  to  send 
forward  men  to  support  me  in  the  attack,  but  before  this  was  done  an 
order  came  from  General  Magruder,  to  cease  the  attack,  and  I  recalled 
the  troops. 

I  cannot  express  too  highly  my  appreciation  of  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  of  both  regiments  in  this  ac- 
tion, in  which  our  lo?s  was  very  severe,  as  the  list  of  casualties  will  show. 
The  eighth  Georgiafled  the  attack,  under  command  of  the  heroic  Lamar, 
and  suffered  severely.  Colonel  Lamar  was  wouuded  and  taken  by  the 
enemy,  but  has  been  recovered  from  them.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Towers 
and  Lieutenant  Harper  taken  prisoners ;  Major  Magruder,  seriously 
wofinded ;  Captain  Butler,  Lieutenants  Montgomery,  Williamson  and 
Blackwell  all  wounded,  and  thirteen  men  killed,  sixty-three  wounded, 
six  missing  and  fifteen  prisoners.  This  third  Georgia  supported  the 
eighth.  The  casualties  are  Lieutenant  Colonel  White,  commanding 
regiment,  8erix)usly  woun<led  ;  Captain  Hicks  Avonnded,  and  seven  men 
killed,  sixty  woVnded  and  eight  missing. 
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I  am  satisfied  that  if  I  had  been  able  to  bring  my  -whole  bri<»ado 
into  fiction  or  been  properly  supported,  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the 
enemy's  works  would  have  been  taken  and  held;  A  prisoner  taken 
next  morning,  reports  tbc  enemy's  loss  to  have  been  aboiit  equal  to 
ours. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  ANDERSON, 
Colonel  commavding  Brigade. 


COLONEL  ANDERSON'S    REPORT   OF  BATTLES  OF  JUNE 

29x11  AND  30th,  AND  JULY   Ksx,   1863. 
♦ 

Headquarters  Third  Bkigadk,  First  Division,  ) 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Va.y  July  14,  18G2.         ) 

Captain  A.  Coward, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General : 

Sir  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  the  action  of  my 
brigade  in  the  series  of  battles  from  June  29th  to  July  I  at,  inclusive, 
the  report  of  tltie  action  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  Georgia,  on  tho 
29th,  having  been  already  forwarded. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  I  was  ordered  to  march  in  pursuit  of 
the  retreating  enemy,  and  having  soon  formed,  my  brigade  moved 
through  the  deserted  camp  and  works  of  the  enemy,  near  Garnett'a" 
farm.  The  first  Georgia  regulars,  and  tho  seventh  Georgia rerriment, 
Major  E.  W.  Hoyle  commanding,  in  support ;  the  eighth  Georgia, 
Captain  G.  0.  Dawson  ;  ninth  Georgia,  Colonel  Turnipseed,  and 
eleventh  Georgia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luffman  commanding,  were 
formed  in  lino  of  battle,  and  in  this  order  wo  set  out  in  search  of 
the  enemy.  .  • 

After  marching  some  distance,  the  first  Georgia  came  up  with  tho 
foe  and  opened  fire  upon  them,  receiving  in  return  a  heavy  fire  from 
artillery  and  musketry,  losing  several  men  killed  and  wounded.  But 
officers  and  men,  I  am  proud  to  say,  behaved  in  the  most  gallant, 
manner,  and  drove  the  enemy  before  them,  inflicting  severe  loss  upon 
Ifim.  •  , 

After  marching  in  line  of  battle  all  day  through  woods,  swampa, 
and  open  field,  we  did  not  participate  in  the  fight  until  late  in  tho  day, 
our  direciion  bringing  us  considerably  to  the  left  of  the  enemy.  Wo 
reached  our  bivouac  that  night,  or  morning  rather,  about  one  o'clock, 
having  been  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  for  over  an  hour. 

The  next  morning,  June  Si'th,  we  marched  to  j  dn  M;ijor  General 
Longstreet,  and  reached  him,  after  being  on  the  march  eighteen  hour?, 
af  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  July  1st,  and  rested  until  daylight,  and  again 
fiet  out  in  search  of  the  enemy ;'  marched  across  tho  battle-fitdd  of  the 
day  previous  some  one  and  a  half  miles  ;  was  ordered  by  Major 
General  Magruder  to  march  back  to  the  Darby  road  ;  inarclicd  some 
five  miles  and  was  ordered  back,  moving  by  the  left  llank  ;  was  next 
ordered  by  ^lajor  General  Magruder  to  shelter  ray  men  under  a  hill 
to  protect  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  as  our  batteries  were  or- 
dered to  open  upon  them.  From  this  position  was  ordered  to  take 
the  position  recently  occupied  by  General  Cobb  in  my  front ;  was 
about  getting  into  position  and  was  ordered  to  move  some  quarter  of 
a  mile  to  the  right,  and  before  I  could  get  ray  line  dressed,  waft  ag  lin 
ordered  to  move  to  the  right  of  ray  brigade  on  the  line  and  take  po- 
sition. Had,  as  I  8uppo8:?d.  nearly  reached  this  last  point,  when  I 
vas  again  ordered  by  General    Magruder   to   move   back   rapidly  by 
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the  left  flank  to  support  General  Cobb,  all  of  which  orders, 
were  executed  promptly  by  my  command,  over  swamps,  dense  under- 
growth, ravine:^,  and  hills.  At  about  half-past  four,  P.  M.,  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  advance  to  attack  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  and 
moving  rapidly  to  the  front  through  the  dense  woods,  the  left  of  nfy 
line  reaching  the  open  field  first,  gained  so  much  ground  to  the  front 
and  in  advance  of  the  right,  that  I  ordered  a  halt  to  re-establish  a 
corrert  line  on  the  open  field.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  were  firing 
on  us  from  two  batteries  and  thoir  infantry.  Before  I  succeeded  in 
rectifying  my  line,  other  troops  were  hurried  on  to  the  attack  and 
then  my  rivht — the  first  Georgia  regulars  and  seventh  and  eighth 
Georgia  regiments,  supposing  that  I  had  given  command  to  advance, 
became  separated  from  the  command.  But  I  am  proud  to  be  able  to 
say,  that  every  officer  and  man  behaved  himself  with  coolness  and 
gallantry,  and  aided  materially  in  the  final  results  of  the  day.  The 
ninth  and  eleventh  Georgia  were  more  immediately  under  my  own 
observation,  and  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  both  regi- 
ments, under  a  most  severe  fire,  was'  all  that  I  desired,  each  man 
standing  to  his  post  willingly  and  cheerfully  until  long  after  dark, 
when  1  withdrew  them  from  the  field,  my  other  regiments  having 
passed  a  few  moments  before. 

Colonel  Magill  mentions  in  terms  of  strong  commendation  the 
names  of  Sergeant  W.  J.  Garitt,  company  M ;  Corporal  J.  C.  Camp 
and  private  W.  L.  Moorhead,  first  Georgia  regulars.  Captain  Carmi- 
chacl  reports  very  favorably  of  the  conduct  of  Sergeant  Adderhold, 
compaqy  I,  seventh  Georgia.  Other  commanders  report  that  all 
acted  well  and  bravely.  , 

The  casualties  in  the  brigade  are  as  follows :     . 

First  Georgia  regulars. — Officers  l«lled,  none.  Wounded,  LieuJ;. 
W.  A.  Williams,  very  dangerously  ;  Lieutenant  J.  1).  Anthony,  pain- 
fully ;  Captain  II.  C.  Cannon,"  slightly;  Captain  Tomlinson  Fort, 
slightly  ;  Lieutenant  G.  A.  Rutherford,  slightly  ;  Lieutenant  Pierce 
Ilorne,  (acting  adjutant,)  slightly.  Enlisted  men  killed,  four ; 
wounded,  thirty-eight,   (two  since  dead,)  and  missing,  fifteen. 

Seventh  Georgia  regiment. — Killed:  Lieutenant  F. *  S.  Watson. 
Major  E.  W.  Iloyle,  mortally  wounded;  Adjutant  Maddox,  Captain 
R.  B.  Ilicks,  Lieutenant  Bellinger,  Lieutenant  White,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Wynn,  slightly  wounded.  Enlisted  men  killed,  thirteen;  se- 
riously wounded,  fifty-three  ;  slightly,  forty-eight. 

Eighth  Georgia  regiment. — Enlisted  men  killed,  four  ;  wonnded, 
eight. 

Ninth  Georgia  regiment. — Wounded,  Lieutenant  J.  A,  Arnold  and 
Lieutenant  Hardee.  Enlisted  men  three  killed  and  twenty-eight 
wounded. 

Eleventh  Georgia  regiment. — Wounded,  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant 
J.  F.  Green,  severely  ;  Lieutenants  M.  F.  Gudger  and  H.  L.  Parrish, 
slightly.  Enlisted  men  killed,  six ;  wounded,  fifty,  (most  of  them 
severely,)  and  sixteen  missing,  some  of  whom  have  rejoined. 
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ToTvr,  Casualties. 


Killed. 

Wounded 

WissiniT 

Commiseioned  •()fiic<^ri'. 

1 

17 

Enlisted  mer:. 

3'.) 

225 

3'r,' 

•      I  31  242      V  36 

It  is  due  the  men  to  state  that  they  had  been  without  rest 
almost  entirely  since  the  night  of  the  27th,  and  marched  in  Jioe  of 
battle  all  day  Sunday,  29th,  and  for  eighteen  hours  the  3()thof  June, 
and  were  marched  and  countermarched  the  day  of  battle  from  day- 
light until  four,  P.  M.,  and  many  of  the  men  fell  out  from  exhaus- 
tion, and  have  since  rejoined. 

I. bear  willing  testimony  to  the  gallantry. of  the'  whole  coramanxl, 
oflScers  and  soldiers,  and  feel  proud  of  having  the  honor  of  com- 
manding such  brave  and  determined  men.  I  am  under  many  obliga- 
tions to  Lieutenant  C.  C.  Hardwicke,  eighth  Georgia  volunteers,  A. 
A.  A.  General,  for  his  bravery  and  gallantry,  executing,  promptly 
every  order  entrusted  to  him.  Also,  to  Captain  J.  Gr.  Jacksou,  of 
Virginia,  and  Charles  Daniel,  of  Georgia,  volunteer  aids,  for  gal- 
lantry and  distinguished  services  on  all  occasions.  1  cannot-  refrain 
from  mentioning  private  D,  E.  Humphries,  company  C,  eleventh 
Georgia  volunteers,  my  orderly,  for  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 
^     I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Yoiir  obedient  servant, 
,  •  GEO.  T.  ANDERSON, 

Coi'onol  Wth  Ga.    Voh.,  comd''g  brigade. 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  SEMxMES  OF  BATTLE  OF  SAVAGB 

STATION. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  ) 
.    Crciv's  Farm,  July  4,    1862.       i 

Captain  T.  S.  McIntosu,  A.  A.  G. :  . 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  soon  after  tKe  opening 
of  the  battle  of  Savage  Station,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  having  received 
orders  from  Major  General  McLaw?  to  send  forward  two  regiments  to 
the  support  of  ])rigadier  General  Kershaw's  brigade,  then  engaged 
with  the  eneiny,  the  tenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Camming,  and  the  thirty- 
second  Virginia, .Lieutenant  Colonel  Willis  commanding,  were  ordered 
to  advance.  Very  soon  after,  perceiving  that  the  firing  bore  td  our, 
rieht,  without  waiting  to  communicate  with  the  Major  General,  1 
tnoved  in  that  direction  with  the  fifth  Louisiana,  Colonel  Hunt.  These 
chree  regiments  found  themselves  confronting  the  enemy  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,  from  right  to  left :  fifth  Louisiana,  thirty-second 
A'^irf'inia,  tenth  Georgia.  Having  halted  the  fifth  Louisiana  and  re- 
formed it  in  the  thick  wood  through  which  the  advance  1: ad  been 
made,  and  discovering  troops  not  more  than  forty  yards  in  front,  and 
being  necessarily  uncertain  as  to  whether  they  belonged  to  our  army 
'\r  that  cf  the  enemy,  I  directed  private  Maddox,  company  K,  fifth 
liouisiana,  to  advance  and  challenge,  '*  Who  are  you?"'  to  Avhich  the 
reply  was,  *'  Friends."  Hearing  •t^us  reply,  I  demanded  "  What 
regiment  ?"  and  was  answered,  '*  Thiid  Vermont ;  "  whereupon  thft 
order  was  given  to  commence  firing.  After  the  tiring  had  continued 
for  some  time  with  spirit,  hearing  firing  immediately  in,  our  front  at 
a  distance  of  some  hundred  yards,  and  apprehending  that  our  troops 
might  become  engaged  with  each  other,  it  being  then  quite  dark;  I 
gave  the  orders  to  cease  firing,  to  reform  the  line,  and  for  the  men  to 
rest  on  their  arms.  After  thus  resting  for  half  an  hour,  the  battle 
having  terminated  by  the  cessation  of  all  firing,  I,  at  about  half- past 
eight  o'clock,  conducted  the  fifth  Louisiana  and  the  thirty-second 
Virginia  back  to  camp,  whither  the  tenth  Georgia  had  just  repaired. 
During  the  engagement  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  fifth  Louisiana,  sug- 
gested a  charge,  which  was  promptly  declined,  owing  to  the  darkness, 
the  thick  wood  and  the  great  risk  of  coming  in  contact  with  portions 
of  our  own  troops.  The  enemy  fled  from  the  field,  it  is  true ;  but, 
under  such  circumstances,  I  was  unwilling  to  pui'sue,  thereby  jeop- 
ardizing unnecessarily  valuable  lives,  and  incurring  the  great  risk  of 
eneountering  other  portions  of  our  own  army. 

Much  of  the  time,  the  enemy  were  engaged  at  a  distance  of  not 
above  forty  yards.  Their  heavy  comparative  loss  doubtless  resulted 
mainly  from  the  greater  efficiency  of  our  smooth-bore  muskets  with 
buck  and  bullets  at  short  range,  the  superior  steadiness  of  our  men 
and  the  precision  of  their  fire. 
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A  list  of  casualties  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  division  head- 
quarters. Cumming's  regiment  being  longer  and  more  severely 
engaged,  suffered  incomparablj  more  than  the  two  others,  and  in- 
flicted heavier  loss  on  the  eneray.  Although  these  three  regiments 
carried  into  action  only  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  men,  no  less  than 
four  hundred  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  found  on  the  field  the  next 
morning  in  their  front ;  his  wounded  having  been  removed  during  the 
night.  The  loss  of  the  fifth  Louisiana  was  only  six,  while  more  than 
one  hundred  of  the  dead  enemy  were  counted  on  the  field  immediately 
in  its  front  !  The  loss  of  the  thirty-second  Virginia  was  also  small, 
and  the  damage  to  the  enemy  nearly  in  the  same  proportion  with  that 
inflicted  by  the  fifth  Louisiana.  In  the  early  part  of  the  action. 
Captain  demons,  A.  A.  G.,  was  thrown  from  his  horse  and  stunned. 
Captain  Briggs,  aid-de-camp,  rendered  me  valuable  service  on  the 
field  throughout  the  action.  Licuteriant  Beall,  volunteer  aid,  while 
bearing  an  order  to  Colonel  Gumming,  tenth  Georgia,  found  himself 
*  under  a  cross  fire  from  the  fifty-third  Georgia  and  the  enemy.  Hi? 
horse  was  three  times  struck,  and  his  coat  perforated  in  front  bv 
bullets.  Lieutenant  Cody,  volunteer  aid,  also  actively  participated. 
Lieutenant  Cody  bore  an  order  to  Manly's  battery  to  move  forward 
and  take  position  on  my  light,  which  Captain  Manly  found  it  impos- 
sible to  do,  owing  to  the  darkness  and  the  impracticability  of  the 
ground.  Three  of  Manly's  horses  were  wounded  in  his  efforts  to  get 
into  position.  The  fifteenth  Virginia,  tenth  Louisiana  and  fifty-third 
Georgia  were  held  in  reserve. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 

Brigadier  General. . 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  SEMMES  OF  BATTLE  OF  CREW'S 

FARM. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  ) 
••  '  Crew's  Farm,  July  4,  1862.       ) 

Captain  J,  S.  McIntosh,  ♦ 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captain  :   I  have  the  honor  to  roport  the  part  borne  by  p^y  brigade 
m  the  battle  of  Crew's  Farm,  on  the  1st  instant : 

Inimedijitelv  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle,  and  sometime 
•before  atiy  engagement  with  small  arms,  by  order  of  Major  General 
Ma<MU<lor,  mv  command  was  m'oved  up  and  held  in  reserve  in  a  ra- 
vine about  twelve  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  at  which 
place  it  was  subjected  to  a  shelling  unsurpas^d  for  severity  in  any 
conflict  daring  the  war.  Between  five  and  six  o'clock,  1*.  M.,  Cap- 
tain Latrobe  delivered  an  order  from  Major  General  Magruder  to  me 
to  move  to  the  support  of  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones'  division.- 
My  brigade  was  flanked  to  the  right  about  three  hundred  yards,  and 
then  advanced  in  line  of  battle.  The  advance  commenced  a  distance 
tf  not  less  than  eight  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  guns.  The 
right  of  my  line,  consisting  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia  and  thirty-sec- 
ond Virginia,  and  part  of  the  fifth  Louisiana,  advancing  in  an  open 
field  in  lull  view  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  being  much  exposed  to  his 
missiles,  distance  was  taken  to  the  left,  so  as  to  bring  these  regiments 
under  cover,  first  of  tlie  wood  and  then  of  a  hill  in  ibe  open  ground 
in  front,  as  far  as  praclicablfe.  C^ilonel  August,  commanding  the  fif- 
teenth Virginia  Volunteers,  and  a  number  of  his  men  were  wounded, 
and  two  men  of  the  thirty-second  Virginia  volunteers,  killed.  My 
own  coat,  whilst  1  was'in  front  oi  the  fifteenth  Virginia,  was  cut  by 
a  fiagment  of  a  shell  oMajor  Walker,  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia  vol- 
unteers, was  soon  after  killed,  while  advancing  with  his  regiment. 
Having  passed,  beyond  the  centre  of  the  line,  and  judging  that  sufl&- 
cient  distance  had  been  gained  to  the  lelt,  the  advance  was  resumed. 
Finding  myself  in  front  of  the  tenth  Georgia  volunteers,  and  the  left 
of  the  fifty-third  Georgia,  the  fence  separating  the  wood  from  the 
Of  en  ground  was  passed  over,  and  the  tenth  Georgia  volunteers,  then 
under  command  of  Captain  Holt — Colonel  Curaming,  while  gallantly 
leading  his  regiment,  having  been  previously  stricken  down  by  a  frag- 
ment of  a  shel]  and  stunned  and  borne  from  the  field — and  company 
"K,"  of  tho  fifty-third  Geoigia  volunteers,  Lieutenant  JMcCowan 
commanding,  were  halted  and  reformed  immediately  on  the  right  of 
our  disabled  batteries,  which  had  ceased  to  reply  to  those  of  the  en- 
emy. The  line  being  reformed,  was  moved  obliquely  to  the  right,  and 
most  of  the  time  for  a  distance  of  not  less  than  five  hundred  yards,  in 
fuU'view  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  after  having  attained  the  slope 
under  and  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  crest  on  which  his  guns 
■were  in  position,  was  halted  preparatory  to  making  a  charge.     Some 
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minutes  after,  the  tenth  Louisiana  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wag-- 
garaan,  ap\^eared  and  traversed  nearly  the  same  ground  over  which  the 
tenth  Georgia  and  company  "K,"  of  the  fifty-third  Georgia  volunteers 
had  passed.  An  order  was  borne  by 'Lieutenant  Cody,  volunteer 
aid  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Waggaman,  commanding  tenth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  to  incline  to  and  form  on  my  right,  Vihich  was  accom- 
plished. Owing  to  a  misconception  of  orders,  the  difficulties  of  the 
ground  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  only  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
of  my  men  were  finally  brought  into  action.  Lieutenant  Benning,  first 
Georgia  regulars,  of  Anderson's  brigade,  reporting  his  presence,  with 
a  company  of  that  regiment,  which  had  become  separated  therefrom, 
was  ordered  to  take  post  on  the  left  of  the  tenth  Louisiana.  Parts  of 
North  Carolina  and  Mississippi  regiments  were  formed  on  the  ground 
and  on  Bcnning's  left,  the  tenth  Georgia  and  company  "K,"  of  the 
fifty-third  Georgia,  being  on  the  left.  There  were  parts  of  numbers 
of  other  regiments  on  the  slopes  and  in  the  ravines  to  await  orders, 
who  were  sent  to  join  in  the  charge,  using  for  this  purpose  Captain 
Brigg?,  and  Lieutenant  Cody,  of  my  staff,  and  Captain  Holt  and 
Lieutenant  Slade,  of  the  tenth  Georgia;  but  for  some  cause  these 
troops  did  not  come  forward.  The  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the 
darkness,  would  not  admit  of  further  delay.  About  seven  hundred 
men,  consisting  of  troops  of  my  brigade,  and  detachments  from  reg- 
iments of  other  commands,  as  above  stated,  were  formed  and  moved 
forward  to  the  charge,  silently  and  i>u  quick  time.  The  charge  v/as 
made  with  calmness  and  regularity,  for  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  in  the  face  of  a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns,  con- 
sisting of  six  six-gun  batteries,  and  four  guns  of  a  ten-gun  parrot 
battery,  (six  of  which  had  been  previously  captured,)  and  his  mus- 
ketry, when  unfortunately,  the  right  of  our  line  was  fired  into  from 
the  rear  by  troops  of  other  brigades  of  our  own  army,  which,  with 
the  terrible  fire  poured  by  the  enemy  on  our  front,  caused  the  line  to 
waver,  and  finally  to  break,  the  men  seeking  partial  shelter  behind  a 
number  of  farm  houses  not  more  than  sixty -yards  from  the  enemy's 
nearest  gun.  Our  line  approached  that  of  the  enemy's  diagonally, 
thereby  throwing  the  tenth  Louisiana,  v.hich  was  on  the  right,  fur-i 
ther  in  advance.  Thd  dead  of  this  regiment  were  commingled  with 
those  of  the  enemy,  and  very  near  his  guns.  It  was  here  that  the 
last  was  seen- of  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Colonel  AVaggaman,  while 
leadirg  his  regiment,  who  it  was  supposed,  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner.  Dead  bodies  fcf  cur  men  and  those  of  the  enemy,  were 
found  in  close  proximity  at  and  near'  these  houses,  l^or  half  an 
hour  every  possible  effort  was  made  to  reform  .and  again  advance  to 
the  charge,  but  owing  to  the  small  number,  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
(half  past  ei'ght,  P.  M.,)  the  horror  of  coming  in  deadly  conflict  with 
troops  of  our  own  army,  and  the  terrible  and  incessant  cross-fire  of 
the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry,  although  there  was  no  terror 
manifested,  no  demoralization  apparent,,  still  the  effort  proved  uu-  • 
availing.  Finding  further  efforts  useless,  I,  at  nine  o'clock  at  night^_ 
ordered  the  troops  to  withdraw  quietly,  which  was  done.  Having 
been  actively  engaged  for  more  than  three  hours,  I  had  become  so  ex-- 
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hausted  as  to  be  almost  unable  to  leave  the  field,  and  could  not  have 
reached  the  camp  that  night  but  for  the  timely  assistance  of  two  of 
mj  men.  A  list  of  casualties  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  divis- 
ion headquarters. 

My  staff,  Captain  Clemons,  A.  A.  General,  Captain  Briggs,  A.  D. 
C,  and  Lieutenants  Cotly  and  Redd,  volunteer  aids,  rendered  very 
efiicient  service  on  the  field.  They  were  much  exposed,  to  the  ene- 
my's missiles,  ball,  shell,  grspe  and  bullets;  but  fortunately,  all  es- 
caped untouched,  except  Captain  Briggs,  who  was  stricken  senseless 
to  the  ground  by  a  grape  shot,  which  had  passed  through  and  killed 
outright,  a  man  in  his  front,  hf  which  he  will  be  disabled  for  some 
time.  Individual  cases  of  gallantry  might  be  named,  but  this  is 
deemed  unnecessary  ;  only  the  chivalrous  and  the  brave  were  there 
in  such  close  and  deadly  proximity  to  the  foe.  The  coward  and  the 
skulker  had  long,  ere  the  close  of  the  battle,  sought  safety  in  inglo- 
rious flight  from  the  bloody  field  under  cover  of  the  darkness. 
♦    I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 

Brigadier  GeneraL 


KEPORT  OF  COLONEL' B.VRKSDALE  OF  THIRD  BiUGAOK 

IIkadquaktkks  Third  Brioaur,  -     ^ 
Camp  near  Richmond.  Va.,  Jalu  24,  I'-fii.  ^ 

'Captain  Dicki>550n,  A.  A.  (Jtnernl  : 

Captain:  I  have  th<^honor  to  suhmif,  the  toliowiug  report  of  the 
part  taken  bv  this  biiguJe/in  the'battltjs  of  Sunday  tho  29ih  of  June, 
at  Savage's  Station,  and  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  Tuesdaj'  the  Ist  of  July. 

On  Sun<lay  morning,  we  were  ordered  to  ;pursue  the  enemy,  ^vho 
liad  abandoned  his  fortifications  on  ^he  Nine-mile  road,  and  was  un- 
derstood to  be  retreating  doviu  the  York  Ri>. er  raflroad. 

On  reaching  these  fortifications,  a  fire  was  opeueiLupoa  us  by  the 
enemy's  reai'  guard.*  The  brigade  was  at  once  ordered  in  line  of  battle, 
and  while  gallantly  executing  this  order,  General  Griffith  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  was  borne  from  the  field  by  Majors  Watts  and 
Hawkinp,  of  his  staff,  wlien  the  command  devolved  upon  me.  Con- 
tinuing tl'.e  pursuit,  1  was  ordered  to  support  General  Cobb,  who  was 
in  the  advance,  [.diould  he  become  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

The  brigade  advanced  ih  line  of  battle,  on  the  left  of  the  railroad, 
through  the  thick  woods,  and  over  a  marshy  country,  until  wo  reached 
Savage's  Station,  \vhere  an  attack  was  made  on  the  right  side  of  the 
road,  upon  the  enemy,  by  General  McLaws'  division.  The  seven- 
teenth regiment,  Colonel  Holder,  and  the  twenty-first.  Colonel  Hum- 
phries, w^e  ordered  to  that  side  of  the  road,  and  to  support  Kershaw's 
brigade,  if  it  should  become  necessary  to  do  so. 

About  sundown,  these  regiments  advanced  gallantly  and  promptly 
when  the  order  was  given,  under  a  severe  fire,  across  an  open  field  to 
the  support  of  a  battery,  an*!  engaged  the  enemy,  then  strongly 
posted  in  the  woods  beyond  the  field,  and  poured  several  destructive 
volleys  into  his  ranks,  when  messengers  arrived  and  requested  that 
the  firing  should  cease,  as  danger  would  result  from  it  to  our  friends, 
•who  where  luanceuvring  between  them  and  the  enemy.  The  men 
were  ordered  to  lay  down,  and  night  coming  on,  and  the  firing  having 
ceased,  they  retired  in  good  order  to  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  battle 
field. 

The  eighteenth  regiment.  Colonel  Griffin,  was  ordered,  after  dark, 
to  the  battlfe  field,  and  slept  upon  it,  the  enemy,  during  the  night, 
continuing  his  flight. 

On  Monday,  wo  continued  the  march,  but  did  not  reach  the  battle 
field  of  that  day,  unt^l  ten  •  o'clock  at  night.  The  next  morning 
at  daylight,  the  pickets  reported  that  the  enemy  was  advancing.  I 
at  once  ordered  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  and  advanced  across  the 
field  to  a  skirt  of  woods  and  halted,  and  awaited  his  attack,  throwing 
out  sevei^l  companies  of  skirmishers,  but  the  report  proved  to  be  un- 
founded, the  euemj  having,  during  the  night,   retreated,  leaving  hia 
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dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands.  Our  companies  of  skirmishers  captured 
a  number  of  .prisoners,  T.ho  -were  sent  to  the  rear. 

About  t^vo  o'clock,  the  enemy  were  discovered  in  a  strong  position^- 
and  in  immense  numbers  on  the  Crew's  farm  and  Malvern  Hills.  By 
your  orders,  given  to  me  in  person,  the  brii^ade  was  forme(}  in  the 
woods  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  in  range  of  his  fire,  both  from  his 
batteries  and  gunboats  in  James  River,  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
distant,  the  men  being  protected,  as  well  as  it  could  be  done,  by  the 
woods  and  brow  of  a  hill.  Here  shot  and  shell  fell  thick  among  us. 
Several  being  killed  and  wounded,  and  among  them.  Major  Moody,  of 
the  twenty-first  regiment,  vvho  was  gerioualy  wt)unded  in  the  foot. 

At  about  six  o'clock,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance  upon  the- 
enemy,  to  supp'.'rt  our  friends  who  were  already  engaged,  and  if  pos- 
sible, to  take  his  batteries.*  The  ordrr  was  promptly  obeyed.  The  bri- 
gade was  formed  in  the  open  field,  and  advanced  upon  the  enemy 
under  a  terrible  fire  of  shell,  grape,  canister  and  minnie  balls,  and 
continued  the  assault  until  night  closed  the  scene,  when  it  retired  in 
good  order  to  the  position  ii  formerly  occupied  in  tlie  woods.  Colonels 
Holder,  Griflin,  j^nd  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brandon,  commanding  twenty- 
first  regiment,  were  all  severely  wounded,  while  L:;-aIlantly  and  nobly 
loading  their  regiments  into  action. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter,  commanding  the  thirteenth  regiment, 
while  handling  his  men  with  consummate  skill,  was  wounded  and  taken 
fron.  the  fiehl.  The  command  in  the  thirteenth  regiment,  do  solved 
upon  M;ijor  McElroy  ;  in  the  scventeenrh,  on  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fizer  ;  in  the  eighteenth.  On  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse,  and  in  the 
twenty-first,  on  Captain  Brooks,  all  of  whom  discharged  their  duties 
bravely  and  with  signal  ability.         % 

The  entire  command,  although  one-third  of  its  number  fell  upon 
the  field,  maintained  its  ground  with  undaunted  courage,  and  dealt 
bravely  terrible  blows  upon  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  as  his  dead  and 
wounded,  in  front  of  our  lines  the  next  morning  clearly  proved.  I 
am  under  peculiar  obligation  to  Major  Inge,  adjutant  general  of  the 
brigade,  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  both  engagements.  He  was 
piorapt  in  the  execution  of  all  orders,  and  constantly  exposed  to  the 
severest  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns,  in  directing  the  regiments  int<> 
battle. 

To  Captain  Costin,  aid-de-canip,  I  am  much  indebted..  He  was 
with, me  in  the  field,  encouraging  the  men  by  his  example,  and  gal- 
lantly discharging  his  duty. 

I  was  deprived  of  the  valuable  services  of  Majors  Watts  and  Haw- 
kins, by  the  fall  of  General  Griffith,  both  of  whom,  were  ordered  to 
remain  with  him. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that,  twice  during  the  battle,  Captain 
McCarthy's  battery  engaged  the  enemy,  and  that  both  he  and  his  com- 
mand behaved  with  coolness  and  courge  worthy  of  the  cause. 

Doctor  Gilmore,  senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  and  his  assistants, 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  were  indefatigable,  having  th©. 
wounded  borne  from  the  field  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be  found- 
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I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the"  (iepartment  to  this  officer,  who 
by  his  skill  aa  a  surgeon,  anrl  a'oility  as  a  physician,  is  eminently  en- 
titled to  its  favorable  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BARKSDALE, 
Colonel,  coinmandrng  Brigaxle. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  KERSHAW 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigadit,  Second  Division,  ) 
^  .     ^^citr  Rickmond,  July  \ 4,  ISQ2.  '5 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  m^^  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  troops  under  mj  C(?mm3nd,  in  the  recent  battles  before  Rich- 
mond : 

With  the  exception'of  frequent  movements  of  ray  regiments,  under 
orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  Magruder,  arid  occasional  attack? upon  the  out- 
posts of  the  enemy  to  ascertain  their  strength,  resulting  in  the  loss 
to  the  seventh  regiment  of  one  killed  and  three  wounded,  acd  to 
the  third  ot  several  wounded,  and  the  discovery  that  the  enemy  was 
at  least  in  his  Usual  force  in  our  front,  nothing  of  importance  oc- 
curred in  my  command  until  Sunday  morning,  the  29th. 

At^n  early  hour,  I  received  orders   frOm  Major  General  McLaws 
to  send  forward  a  regiment    and  ascertain  the  condition  of  thin^g  in 
front.     I  despatched  the  second    «outh   Carolina,  Colonel  Kennedy 
Some  hours  after,  L  received   from    that,  officer,  information   that  the 
enemy  had  disappeared,  and  that   he   occupied  his    abandoned  work.< 
Immediately  communicating   with  '  division    headquarters,  I  received 
orders  to  advance  my  entire  command  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Ken- 
Jiedy.      Soon  after  the  arrival  of  this  brigade  at-  Fair  Oaks,  my  skir- 
mishers, under  command  of  xM«jor   Gairlaxd,  of  the  se<fond  regiment 
became  engaged  slightly  on  the  left,  and  my  whole  command  was  or- 
dered to  advance   cautiously,  across    the  York   River   railroad,  along 
the  Aine-mile   road,  under  repeated  cautions  to  be  careful  not  to  en- 
gage  the  forces  of  General  Jackson,  who  were  believed  to  be  advanc. 
mg  from  the  Ohickahominy  to  our  left.      We  advanced  about  a  mile 
when  the  firing  along  the  left  of  my  line,  of  skirmishers,  became  gen- ' 
cral,  and  ail  artillery    fire   from    our   left  front  was  opened  upon  our 
colunm.      Having  every  reason  to    suppose   that  this  might  be  a  col- 
lision with  General  Jackson's  forces,  I  restrained  the  fire  of  my  men 
and  se^it  a  regimental  battle^flag  to  the  front  to  be  waved  on  the  rail- 
road.     At   this  juncture,  I   was   ordered  to   fall   back  and  take  posi- 
tion with  my  left  resting  on    the   railroad.      Here,  it  became  evident 
from  the  continuance  of  the  fire  upon  our  lines,  that  the  enemy  was' 
m  front  of  us.  "^ 

About  three  o'ch.ck,  P.  M.,theother  troops  of  General  Ma-ruder's 
command  being  in  position,,!  received  orders  to  advance  al?ng  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  and  marched  at  once  steadily  in  the  direction  of 
^avage  s  Station.  Arriving  at  the  point  from  which  the  enemy  had 
hred  his  artillery,  (the  firsthouse  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  below 
i^air  Uoaks,)  it  was  ascertdned  that  he  had  retired.  Still  advnncing 
my  right  skirmishers  became  engaged  while  passing  through  the 
wood;  but,  upon  reaching  the  open  plain  beyond,  the  enemy  was  found 
T.Vu-^  '^f"'  of  heavy  earthworks,  at  the  far  end  of  the  field,  oii 
the  Williamsburg  road  1  halted  the  command  under  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  sent  for  Kemper  s  battery,  and  ordered  forward,  along  a  ravine 
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nea.r  the  railroad,  to  a  thick  wood  in  front  of  my  left,  the  second  and 
third  regiments  South  Carolina  volunteers,  to  flank  the  redouhfs,  and 
to  qhargc  them  if  practicable.  Kemper  arriving,  I  directed  him  to 
op^n  upon  upon  the  enemy,  which  he  did  with  such  rapidity  and  ef- 
fect, as  to  disperse  them  without  the  aid  of  infantry.  At  this  mo- 
ment, I  received  orders  from  Major  (Jcneral  Magrudcr,  to  continue 
my  advance,  and  attack  any  position  J  might  meet  the  enemy  in.  1 
ordered  my  command  forward,  preceded,  as  before,  Ijy  skirmishers, 
commanded  by  Major  Gaillard,  to  whose  assistanqe  I  sent  Major. Ruth- 
erford, of  the  .third  regiment.  I  signified  to  Major  Brent,  who 
brought  me  the  order,  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  should  be  troops  to 
my  right,  which  only  extended  to  the  Williamsburg  roail,  though  my 
skirmishers  were  extended  beyond  to  cover  that  flank.  Ip  a  few  min- 
utes, I  heard  that  Major  General  McLaws  had  ordered  forward  Gene- 
ral Semnies"  brigade  to  that  position,  continuing  the  advance  through 
the  abandoned  works  and^-araps  of  the  enemy,  taking  some  prisoners' 
on  the  way,  we  arrived  at  the  edgeof  the  wood  which  skirts  Savage's 
farm.  Sending  forward  the  line  of  skirmishers- to  brush  the  wood, 
they  soon  encountered  the  eneniy  in  heavy  force,  and  a  formidable  ar- 
tillery fire.  Kemper'^  battery  was  placed  in  position  on  the  road  ; 
Colonel  Ilenagan's  eighth  South  Carolina  regiment  was  thrown  to  his 
right  acroi's  the  road,  and  the  whole  command  became  engaged.  I 
ordered  the  second  and  third  regiments  to  charge,  which  they  did  in 
gallant  style,-and,  immediately  after,  the  seventh  regiment.  Colonel 
Aiken.  These  regiments  steadily  and  rapidly  advanced,  driving  the- 
enemy  before  them,  through  the  wood,  and  well  into  the  field  beyond, 
throwing  them  into  confusion  and  strewing  the  ground  with  dead.  ]n 
the  meantime,  the  seventh  regiment,  which  was  next  the  Williams- 
burg road,  fojind  itself  flanked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  advanced  along 
that  road  in  the  direction  of  Kemper's  battery  and  the  eighth  regi- 
ment, to  a  position  some  two  hundred  yards  in  our.  rear.  Matter.s  ^ 
were  ir*  this  position,  when  General  Semyies  attacked  on  my  right; 
the  line  of  his  fire  upon  the  enemy  rendered  the  position  of  my  ad- 
vanced regiments  on  the.  left  of  the  road  extremely  hazardous,  and 
Colonel  Aiken  very  properly  fell  back  to  the  general  line  of  battle, 
followed  by  Colgnels  Nance  and  Kennedy.  In  the  meantime,  Kemp- 
er's battery,  flanked  by  the  eighth  regiment,  had  inflicted  terrible  havoc 
upon  the  enemy,  whose  dead  lay  in  heaps  along  the  road,  scarcely 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  battery.  The  comluct  of  both  officers 
and  men  in  this  engagement  was  most  commendable.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  gallantry,  self  possession  and  efficiency  of  the  regimental 
commanders.  Colonels  Henagan  and  Kennedy,  Nancfe  and  Aiken,  to 
whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due. 

Though  my  loss  was  heavy,  it  is  with  pride  and  satisfaction  that 
we  turn  to  five  hundred  dead  of  the  encrny  left  on  the  field  as  attest-  • 
ing  the  bravery  and  efficiency  of  the  troops  engaged  at  Savage's,  an<l 
that  our  loss  was  fearfully  avenged,  I  regret  to  record  the  loss  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  JJ.  C.  Garlington,  third,  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  of  whom  his  commanding  officer  most  truly  says,  he  was 
an  officer  of  fine  judgment,  cool  courage  and  commendable  energy.     Ho 
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was  killed  instantly  in  the  act  of  brandishing  his  sword  defiantly. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodwyn,  of  the  second  regiment,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Bland,  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  were 
both  severely  wounded,  conspicuously  exposed  as  they  were  in  Vhe 
active  discharge  of  their  duties  in  the  field.  Major  Gaillard,  of  tlio 
second  regiment,  was  charged  with  the  important  and  responsible 
duty  of  directing  the  movements  of  the  skirmisher.^  during  the  day. 
This  duty  ho  discharged  with  great  judgment  and  gallantry.  His 
horse  "^vas  killeil*  under  him  during  the  engagement.  He  .was  effi- 
ciently assisted  in  the  duties  of  his  position  by  Miijor  Rutherford, 
third  S.  C.  V.  Captain  Kemper  and  the  officers  and  'men  under  his 
command  maintained  the  high  reputation  they  established  at  Vienna, 
Bull  Run,  and  Manassas.  For  particular  mention  of  such  of  the 
company  officers  as  require  especial  notice,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the 
reports  of  the  regimental  commanders,  which  accompany  this.  This 
action  being  closed  by  th«  approach  of  a  stormy  night,  my  command, 
reinforced  by  the  eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  Colonel  Griffin, 
lay  upon  their  arms  pn  the  field  of  battle  until  daylight,  when  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  disappeared.  Removing' our  wounded 
and  burying  our  dead,  we  marched,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral McLaws,  by  the  Euroughty  Town  road  to  New  Market,  and  pre- 
pared to  bivouac  for  the  night,  but  were  almost  immediately  ordered 
forward  to  the  support  of  General  Longstreet,  then  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  Frazicr's  farm.  On  the  way,  we  were  halted  and  permitted 
t,o  rest  until  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  when  we  continued  the  march  to 
Frazier's  farm,  arriving  just  in  time  to  take  our  position  by  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July.  About  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  wc 
advanced  in  line  of  battle  as  far  as  the  Willis  Church  road,  where 
the  forces  of  Genefal  Jackson  passed  to  our  right,  and  we  were  or- 
dered back  along  the  Long  Bridge  road,  several  miles  to  the  rear, 
where  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when- 
we  were  ordered  forward  to  the  open  field  on  the  farm  adj^oiuiug 
Crew's  fa-rm.  Here  we  remained  under.the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery until  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  was  directed  by 
an  officer  of  Major  General  .Magruder's  staff  to  advance  and 
attack  the  enemy's  battery.  PlaVing  no  special  instructions  and  no 
knowledge  of.  the  ground  or  position  of  the  enemy,  I  led  the  brigade 
in  line  of  battle  throuijfh  a  wood  for  half  a  mile  towards  the  ri";ht  of 
the  entmy's  line  of  fire,  exposed  all  the  while  to  a  front  and  flank 
fire  of  artillery,  which  could  not  be  avoided,.  During  this  march,  I 
passed  three  lines  of  troops,  who  had  preceded  me  in  the  attack.  Ar- 
riving immediately  in  front  of  that  portion  of  the  enemy  where  I  de- 
termined to  assail  him,  I  was  indebted  to  your  assistance.  Captain, 
for  finding  my  way  to  a  ravine  which  led  immediately  up  to  the  pla- 
teau, upon  which  the  enemy  was  formed.  Availing  myself  of  this 
shelter,  I  led  my  command  up  to  the  Willis  Church  road.  Here  the 
enemy  occupied  the  open  field  in  two  lines,"  in  force,  in  my  front, 
forming  an  obtuse  angle,  facing  towards  the  road  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  flank  any  force  which  might  ascend  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  my 
front.   Between  these  two  lines  of  the  enemy,  at  the  point  of  intersec- 
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tioii,  a  battery  of  artillery  was  placed,  pouring  over  our  heads  a." 
crushing  shower  of  grape  and  canister,  while  the  infantry  lines  blazed 
with  a  constant  stream  of  fire.  *  Still  further  to  my  right,'  the  artiL 
lery  on  the  hill,  near  the  orchard,  enfilading  niy  line,  and  their  infan- 
try in  Crew's  farm  to  my  right  rear  were  engaged  with  Roine  of  our 
forces,  whose  line  of  battle  was  parallel  to  my  own.  In  this  position 
we  occupied  a  fence  and  thick  hedge  in  front  of  the  road,  forratng  a 
confiiderable  obstacle  to  an  advance  along  the  centre  of  my  line, 
while  the  rising  ground  in  front  screened  the  enemy  from  view,  ex- 
cept oa  my  extreme  right  and  left.  The  second  regiment,  which 
extended  to  near  the  parsonage,  having  open  ground  in  front;  cn'gaged 
the  leftliiie  of  the  enemy  with  some  effect,  but  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand were  powerless  to  accomplish  anything  in  their  then  position, 
anii  I  wfis  satisfied  that  any  further  advance  at  that  poiwt  would  en- 
sure the  destruction  of  my  command,  unless  some  change  was  made 
in  the  enemy's  position.  The  nature  of  the  ground  affording  consid- 
erable protection  .to  the  men,  1  determined' to  hold  them  there  in 
the  hope  that  some  diversion  by  an  attack,  either  on  the  right  or  left, 
might  be  created  in  our  favor.  After  some  time,  a  galling  fire  waa 
opened  from  our  rear,  killing  and  wounding  the  men  and  producing  a 
general  feeling  of  uneasiness  in  the  whole  command.  Capt.  Holmes, 
A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant  Dwight,  A.  A.  I.  G.,  of  my  staff,  weyt 
back  in  person  to -arrest  the  fire.  Major  Rutherford,  of  the  thicd 
regiment,  attempted  to  do  the  same,  and  Corporal  T.  Whitner  is  espe- 
cially commended  by  Colonel  Nance  for  having  voluntSercd  for  the 
same  dangerous  duty.  Finding  that  the  fire  still  continued  for  some 
time,  (loitiii;  us  more  damau[e  than  that  of  the  enemy,  1  ordered  the 
command  to  retire  by  the  route  we  came  to  the  next  road  in  our  rear." 
At  tins  point,  I  found  Major  Gaillard  commanding,  reforming  the 
the  scvond  regiment.  With  this  regiment  I  re,tired  to  the  next  road 
in  ouriear,  where  1  again  halted,  supposing  that  the  other  regiments 
would  be  found  there,  but  owing  to  the  intricacies"  of  the  wood  and 
the  approaching  darkness,  the  commanding  officers  conducted  their 
rcgimen.ts  severally  to  the  fiehf,  whence  \^e  entered  the  fight.  While 
collecting  on  the  flag  of  the  second  regiment  all  tbc  men  of  the  brig- 
ade who  came  bv,  General  Ewell  rode  up  and  desired  me  to  advance 
my  commautt  to  support  a  brigade  he  was  about  to  lead  into  action  in 
CrcAv's  field.  Calling  attention  to  the  small  number  of  men  with  me 
and  m^  desire  to  collect  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  I  indicated 
my  unwillingness  to  do  so,  on  account  of  the  inefficiency  of  iwiy  sup- 
port I  CO  d<l  render,  but  as  he  became  very  urgent,  1  yeilded  and  led 
the  second  regiment,  under  command  of  Major  Gaillard,  to  the  point 
indicated.  Soon  General  Ewell's  forces  appeared,  and  he  leil  two 
regiments,  in  beautiful  order  to  the  attafk  under  a  terrible  fire  of 
artillery  and  intantry.  WLile  we  were  at  this  point,  Sergeant  Ilar^ 
ley,  color  bt-arer  of  the  second  regiment,  exposed  himself  with  gal- 
lantry, worthy  of  especial  mention,  in  his  efforts  to  encourage  and 
animate  the  men  around  him,  and  was  woumied  by  a  Fhell  while  thus 
c:igaj.^e(i.  Several  regiments  having  arrived  and  taken  position  in 
<  ur  rear  in  support  of  Ge'nerai  Ewell's  advance,  and  the  inftintry  firo 
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having  materially  diminished,  I  brought  off  the  second  regiQiei\t  about 
nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  reformed  the  brigade  in  the  field  from  which 
we  had  advanced. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  the  conduct  of  ofiBcers  and 
men  for  coolness  and  firmness  under  Aianj  trying  circumstances  on 
this  occasion,  and  have  nothing  to  regret  but  that  we  were,  by  a  series 
of  accidents,  prevented  from  accomplishing  as  much  for  the  country 
on  this  occasion  by  the.  gallantry  and  discipline  exhibited  by  the 
troops  as  we  could  desire,  though  the  losses  of  the  command  attest 
that  it  was  no  fault  of  theirs. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  conduct,  during  these- engage- 
ments and  operations,  of  ray  personal  staff  was  such  as  to  entitle 
them  to  particular  commendation.  Captain  C.  R.  Holtnes,  A.  A.  G.  ; 
Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  A.  D.  C,  and  Lieutenant  \Y'.  M.  Dwight, 
A.  A.  1.  G.,  in  bcth  engagements,  and  Mr.  JohnxV.  Myers,  acting  as 
aid  on  Sunday,  were  assiduous,  active  and  efficient  in  the  discharge' 
of  their  varied  duties«on  the  field,  and  distinguished  themselves  by 
high  exhibitions  of  courage  and  self-possession  amid  the  the  greatest 
dangers.  I  again  refer  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  commanders 
for  further  particulars. 

The  particulars  of  our  losses  are  herewith  forwarded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Brigadier  General  commnnding. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  EARLY. 
Headquarters  Fourt;!  Brigadk,  Third  Division, 


K,  Ihird  Division,  ) 
Augi^t  2,  1862.      } 


Captain  G.  C.  BrowxV, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Third  Division  : 

I  submit   the  following  report   of  the  operation  of  this  brigade  at 
or  near  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  1st  ultimo  : 

On  that  morning,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  report  to  Major 
General  Jackson,  for  temporary  duty,  with  one  of  the  brigades  of  this 
command,  and  was  by  him  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade 
lately  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Elzcy,  in  the  division  of 
Major  General  Ewell.  Of  this  brigade  I  assumed  command  about 
midday,  on  the  road  leading  from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  Willis'  Church. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  brigade  consisted  of  fragments 
of  the  thirteenth,  twenty-fifth,  thirty-first,  forty-fourth,  fifty-second 
and  fifty-eighth  Virginia  regiments,  and  the  twelfth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, numbering  in  all  about  one  thousand  and  fifty  men  present, 
was  formed,  by  order  of  General  Ewe'.l,  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods 
on  the  left  of  the  ror-d  leading  from  Willis'  Church  to  Malvern  Hill, 
where  it  remained  until  very  late  in  the  afternoon,  during  a  heavy 
cannonading  between  the  enemy's  artillery  and  our  own,  an  occa- 
sional shell  falling  near  the  brigade,  doing  no  damage,  however,  ex- 
cept the  killing,  by  the  same  shot,  of  a  private  in  the  forty-fourth 
Virginia  and  a  young  gentleman  named  Field,  who  was  a  volunteer 
on  the  staff  of  General  Walker,  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment. 
About  sundown,  an  order  was  received  by  General  Ewell,  in  my 
presence,  from  General  Jackson,  through  a  staff  officer,  to  send  my 
l)rigade  to  the  right,  to  the  support  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and 
the  brigade  was  immediately  put  in  motion,  and  marched,  under  the 
guidance  of  an  officer  seat  for  the  purpose,  across  the  ro?id  and 
through  the  woods,  passing  along  the  side  of  the  ravine,  covered  with, 
trees  and  thi6k  undergrowth;  until  the  head  of  it  reached  a  small 
road  leading  across  an  open  bottom  on  a  creek.  Here  the  brigade 
was  halted  for  a  few  minutes,  until  the  guide  could  ascertain  the  route 
to  be  pursued,  when  it  was  again  put  in  motion,  and  as  the  head  of 
it  arrived  at  the  open  bottom,  by  the  guide's  direction,  the  brigade 
was  started  across  the  bottom,  and  General  Ewell  and  myself,  with 
my  st'aff  officers,  were  directed  to  cross  by  a  detour  to  the  right,  over 
an  old  dam,  as  the  only  practicable  way  for  horses.  On  arriving  at 
the  point  where  it  was  expected  to  meet  the  brigade,  nothing  could  be 
geen  of  it,  and  thick  brushwood  excluded  it  from  view.  In  the  mean- 
time, a  large  number  of  men,  retreating  from  the  battle-field,  began 
to  pass  along  the  road  into  which  we  had  then  got,  and  filled  the 
brushwood  mentioned,  producing  great  confusion,  and  rendering  it 
impossible  for  me  to  ascertain  whether  the  brigade  was  passing 
through  the  brushwood.     After  many  fruitless  efforts  to  ascertain  this 
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fact,  I  rode  towards  the  route  ove^  which  the  brigade  was  started,  as 
far  as  I  could,  and  found  a  very  deep  ditch,  filled  with  skulkers  from 
the  battle-field-,  over  which  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  pass  with  mj 
horse.  I  then  rode  around  to  a  point  where  I  could' get  a  view  of  the 
place  at  which  I  separated  from  the  .brigade,  and  seeing  none- of  it 
passing,  I  rode  forward  on  the  road  leading  to  the  battle-field,  with 
the  hope  of  finding  the  brigade  emerging  from  the  woods  further  off.  It 
was  then  nearly  dark,  and  I  found  the  road  filled  with  a  large  number  of 
men  retreating  in  confusion,  being  mostly  from  Gen.  Toombs'  Georgia 
brigade.  These  troops,  aided  by  ray  assistant  adjutant  general,  Captain 
Gardner,  I  endeavored  to  .rally,  but  found  it  very  difficult  to  do  so. 
During  my  exertions  to  rally  these  men,  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment, 
of  my  own  brigade,  came  up,  under  the  command  of  Captain  James 
G.  Rodgers,  and  I  marched  it  off,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Benning, 
•with  a  few  men  from  his  regiment,  5f  Toombs'  brigade.  These  men 
•were  formed  in  line,  by  direction  of  General  Ewell,  who  had  preceded 
me  with  some  men  rallied  by  him  in  a  field,  over  which  a  considerable 
body  of  our  troops  had  cliarged,  in  the  early  part  of  "the  engagement, 
and  in  rear  of  some  regiments  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Here  I 
was  soon  joined  by  the  thirty-firsf  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regi- 
ments, which  were  brought  up  by  my  aid.  Captain  J.  H.  Early,  who 
had  gone  to  the  rear  to  look  for  the  brigade.  With  these  regiments 
I  remained  on  the  field  during  the  night,  in  the  position  designated 
by  General  Ewell — Major  General  D.  II.  Hill  being  present  at  the 
time  they  were  posted,  and  for  some  time  thereafter. 

During  the  march  the  brigade  was  exposed  to  a  terrific  cannonading, 
and  shell  were  constantly  bursting  over  and  around  it.  For  some 
time,  the  regiments  with  me  en  the  field,  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
down,  were  exposed  to  the  fiercest  artillery  fire  I  ever  witnessed. 
About  the  cluse  of  this  fire,  Brigadier  General  Ransom,  with  a  por- 
tion of  his  command,  retired  to  the  rear,  past  my  position,  leaving  none 
of  our  troops  in  front  of  me.  A  short  time  after  the  cessation  of  the  fire, 
we  heard,  distinctly,  the  rumbling  of  wheels„indieating  a  movement  of 
the  enemy'p  artillery,  and  a  large  number  of  lights  were  seen  moving 
about  over  the  field,  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  enemy's  position, 
which  were  doubtless  borne  by  persons  from  the  enemy's  lines,  in 
search  of  their  wounded. 

As  soon  as  it  was  light  next  morning,  an  appalling  spectacle  was 
presented  to  our  view  in  front.  The  field,  for  some  distance  from  the 
enemy's  position,  was  literally  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  arms  .were  lying  in  every  direction.  ^ 

It  was  apparent  that  the  enemy's  main  body,  with  his  artillery,  had 
retired,  but  a  body  of  his  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  was  soon 
discovered  on  the  field  To  the  right,  near  the  top  of  a  steep  hill, 
leading  up  towards  the  enemy's  position,  we  saw  a  body  of  our  own 
troops,  some  distance  off,  lying  down,  which  proved  to  bo  a  small  body 
under  Brigadier  Generals  Mahone  and  Wrigjjit.-  In  the  meantime, 
parties  of  our  men  were  going  to  the  front  in  search  of  the -wounded, 
and  after  a  demonstration  by  the  eueu)y'a  cavalry,  which  was  aban- 
doned on   the  firing  of  a  few  shots  by  the  Maryland  regiment,  posted 
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in  the  viroods  some  distance  to  rav  left,  the  parties  from  both  armies, 
in  search  of  the  deid  and  wounded,  graduall;;^  approached  each  other, 
and  continued  their  mournful  work  without  molestation  on  cither  side, 
i)eing.  apparently  appalled,  for  the  moment,  into  a  cessation  from-  all 
hostile  purposes  hy  the  terrible  spcctable  presented  to  their  view. 
About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  last  of  the  enemy's  forces  retired,  and 
left  the  field  of  battle  to  our  occupation. 

The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  which,  on  the  march,  were  iu 
front  of  those  whorgot  with  me  on  the  field,  not  being  able  to  find  any 
practicable  way  for  marching  over  the  route  designateil  by  the  guide. 
across  the  bottom  mentioned,  in  their  efforts  to  discover  m;^,  reached 
the  battle-field  at  a  different  point  from  that  at  which  I  ha<l  arrived, 
and  got  very  near  to  the  enemy  ;  but,  as  it  had  become  very  dark,  and 
amidst  the  confusion,  it  being  impossible  to  distinguish  friend  from  foo, 
they  retired,  and  went  back  that  night  to  the  position  at  which  the 
brigade  was  first  <lrawn  up  in  lino  of  battle.  The  separation  of  the 
brigade  was  caused  by  the  itnpracticable  character  of  the  route  over 
which  it  was  marched,  the  onfusion  produced  by  the  immense  num- 
ber of  men  retiring  in  di-sorder  from  the  field,  and  the  attempt  of  the 
guide  over  a  nearer  route  than  that  taken  by  General  Ewell  and 
myself.  The  men  with  me  did  not  got  under  a  musketry  fire,  and 
were  only  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  within  the 
■  range  of  round  shot  and  shell, 

I  was  favorably  impressed  with  the  deportment  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  brigade,  so  far  as  it  came  under  my  own  observation,  and 
was  particularly  struck  with  that  of  Captain  James  G.  Rodgers,  in 
command  of  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  who  led  the  regimant 
through  a  large  body  of  disorganized  men,  who  were  giving  the  most 
disheartening  account  of  the  state  of  things  in  front;  he  all  the  time 
encouraged  his  own* men,  and  endeavored  to  induce  the  fugitives  to 
fall  into  his  ranks,  and  return  to  the  battle-field. 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY,   ■ 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Brigade. 
20 


COLO^'EL 'STAFFORD'S  REPORT  OF  EIGHTH  BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Eighth  Brigade,.) 
July  30,  1862.      \ 

Captain  G,  Campbell  Brown  : 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  division  headquarters, 
requiring  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  thia  brigad<e  in  the  late  bat- 
tles before  Richmond,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment of  facts  connected  therewith  :  • 

Owinf  to  the  illness  of  Brigadier  General  Taylor,  the  command  of 
the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  J.  G.  Seymour,  of  the  sixth  Lou- 
isiana regiment.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  ult.,  (Friday,)  in  the 
char<^e  at  Cold  Harbor,  Colonel  Seymour  was  shot  from  his  horse  and 
died  a  few  minutes  alter.  I  then  took  command  of  the  brigade,  and 
was  ordered,  by  General  Trimble,  to  form  the  troops  in  line  of  battle 
near  the  edge  of  the  'wood.  This  was  done.  It  soon  after  became 
dark  and  no  other  movements  were  mado.  The  brigade  remained  on 
the  ground  that  night  and  the  next  morning,  (the  28th,)  was  ordered 
to  advance  in  pursuit)  of  the  enemy,  who  were  retiring.  On  this  and 
the  two  days  following,  we  continued  to  advance  steadily  forward. 
The  enemy,  on  arriving  at  Malvern  Hill,  there  made  a  stand  and  pre- 
pared to  resist  our  further  advance.  The  brigade  was  first  ordered 
to  form  in  line  of  battle  near  the  road  on  the  left.  Very  soon,  how- 
ever, our  position  was  changed  to  a  wheat  field  near  by.  This  raove- 
mejit  was  also  countermanded,  and  our  position  again  changed  to  a' 
ravine  near  the  enemy's  batteries.  At  dusk,  an  order  was  brought 
(we  then  being  under  orders  of  General  Whiting,  and  supporting  his 
division,)  to  charge  forward  on  the  battery.  This  order  was  given  by 
an  officer  unknown  to  myself  or  any  of  the  officers  of  my  command. 
Three  of  the  regiments,  the  sixth,  seventh  and  twenty-eighth  Louis- 
iana, advanced  as  ordered.  It  now  being  night,  this  order  was  not 
heard  or  properly  understood  by  the  ninth  Louisiana,  and  no  advance 
was  made  by  that  command.  This  charge  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some 
valuable  lives.  After  the  charge,  the  brigade  being  somewhat  scat- 
tered, was  withdrawn  to  a  gate  and  order  restored.  Leave  was  ob- 
tained of  General  Ewell  for  the  men  to  get  water  at  the  church,  and 
again  advanced  and  remained  at  the  gate,  (near  the  ground  previously 
occupied  by  them.)  During  the  night,  a  portion  of  the  brigade,*  how- 
ever, remained  on  the  field  from  which  the  charge  was  made. 

Accompanying  the  report  is  forwarded  a  list  of  the  casualties  of 
the  brigade  in  the  two  engagements,  in  which  it  was  actively  en- 
gaged, viz  :  that  of  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  as  furnished  by 
the  regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  STAFFORD, 
Colonel,  commanding  eighth  brigade. 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in  the  command  of  Major  General  Jack, 
son  at  the  Battles  of  Cold  Harbor,  June  27,  1862,  and  Malvern  Hilly 
July  1,   1862. 

Battle  op^  Cold  Harbor,  June  27,   1862. 


Battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July   1,   1862. 
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GENERAL    TRIMBLES    REPORT    OF   BATTLE    OF    COLD 

HARBOR. 

Headquarters  Seventh  BRifiADE,  Orange  County,  ) 

Near  Liberty  Mills,  July  28,  1862.  j 

Major  General  R.  S.  Ewell, 

Covwianding  Second  Division,  Valley  District  : 

General:  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  submit  a  report  of  the  con- 
dact  and  operation  of  the  seventh  brigade,  from  June  26th  to  July 
3d:  .  . 

On  the  2Gth,  we  moved  with  the  army  from  Ashland,  in  a  southerly 
direction^  passing  to  the  east  of  Mechanicsville,  in  the  afternoon,  and 
at  four,  I*.  M.,  heard  distinctly  the  volleys  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
in  the  engagement  of  General  Hill  ■with  the  enemy.  Before  sun- 
down the  firing  was  not  more  than  two  miles  distant,  and,  in  my  opi»- 
ion,  we  should  have  marched  to  the  support  of  General  Hill  that 
evening. 

On  the   27th,  line  of.  battle   was  formed   at  roads    by   eight 

o'clock,  after  which  we  marched  towards  Cold  Harbor,  passing  near- 

church.     At  this  po'int,  distant  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Cold 

Harbor,  line  of  battle  was  again  formed,  about  throe  and  a  half 
o'clock,  and  the  advance  ordered.  After  marching  half  a  mile,  the 
front  was  changed  considerably  to  the  left,  and  orders  received  to 
hasten  to  the  front,  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  fire.  On.reach- 
iijg  the  vicinity  of  Cold  Harbor,  cur  front  was 'xigain  changed  to  • 
wards  the  left,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  the 
point  indicated  where  we  were  to.  engage  the  enemy,  with  the  im- 
pressive caution,  that  the  troops  already  engaged  were  hotly  pressed. 
By  order  of  General  Ewell,  1  took  the  fifteenth  Ala'bama,  Colonel 
Canty,  the  leading  regiment,  down  the  road  leading  frcm  Cold  Har- 
bor to  McGee's  farm,  crossed  the  swamp,  and  placed  this  and  the 
twenty-first  Georgia  regiment,  commanded  by  INIajor  T.  Hooper,  in 
position  to  advance.  The  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  the  twenty-first 
North  Carolina  regiments,  in  the  confusion,  were  cut  off  and  sepa- 
rated from  us  by  several  regiments  who  were  marching  out  of  action 
in  such  good  order  as. showed  they  had  fallen  back  MaTiiouT  hard 
fighting.  The  two  regiments  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  soon  con- 
centrated a  furious  fire  of  musketry,  shot  and  shell  from  the  well-se- 
lected position  of  the  enemy.  Several  regiments  were  met  falling 
back  ;  and,  leaving  the  field,  we  continued  slowly  to. advance  through 
a  dense  wood,  met  by  a  perfect  sheet  of  fire,  under  which  the  killed 
and  wounded  were  falling  fast  in  our  ranks.  Still  the  brave  fellowa 
pressed  on,  followed  by  a  Virginia  and  a  Texas  regiment  who 
took  an  active  part  in  the  engagement.  General  Ewell  being  on 
that  part  of  the  ground  directing  the  movements  and  encour- 
aging the  men  with  conspicuous  bravery,  kis  presence  alone 
held  the  men  in  position  for  over  an  hour  and  a  half,  under  this  ter- 
rific fire.     I  returned  to  bring  up  tlie  8ixt*ecnth   Mississippi' and  the 
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twenty-first. North  Carolina  regiments,  with  Major  Wharton's  battery. 
I  met  General  Whiting  near  fho   Cold   Harbor  house,  who  had  jusc 
rode  up,  and  asked  me  where  he  had  better  carry  in  his  division.    Con- 
vinced that  our  efforts  wer^  too  much  concentrated  in  the  previous  di- 
rection, causing  much  conf  u8ion,  in  a  dense  wood,  with  the  risk  of  firing 
on  our  own  men,  (as  I  tim  sure  had  been  done,)  I  strongly  advised  him 
to  meet  the  enemy  half  a  mile  to  our  right,  (north,)  so  as  to  flank  the 
force  in  our  front,  or  encounter  a  second  body  of  the  foe.     After  re- 
sults showed  that  General  Whiting's  selection  of  the  point  of  attack, 
as  indicated,  was  highly  judicious,  as  he  met  a  reserved  body  of  the 
enemy,  defeated  them  and  captured  their  battery.      A  few   moments 
after  the  brief  interview   with   General   Whiting.   Brigadier  General 
Winder  met  me,  and  said  his  brigade  was  coming  up,  and  asked  where 
he  should  enter  the  field.     I  directed  him  to  march,  well  to  the  left, 
which  he  did,  and  brought  a  timely   support  in  a  perilous  crisis  to 
General  Elze}'-,  and  other  brigades,  who  had  been  terribly  cut  up  by 
the  terrible  fire  of  the  musketry,  and  the  well-served  batteries  at  Mc- 
Gee's  house,   afterwards  captured.     These    brief   meetings    over,  I 
sought  the  two  regiments  who  were   awaiting   orders,  uncertain   what 
to  do.     I  decided  to  enlarge  the  front  of  attack,  as  I  had  suggested  to 
Gencrtils  Whiting  and  Winder,  and  led   these   regiments  across  the 
road  into  the  pines,  one-third   of  a  mile   to  the  right   (north)  of  the 
first  point  of  attack.      Here,  we  met  two  regiments  coming  out  of  the 
field  in   confusion,  who  cried   out,  <•  You  need  not  go   in  ;  we    are 
whipped;  you  can't  do  anything!"    Some  of  our  men  cried,  "Get  out 
of  our  way,  we  will  show  you  how  to  do  it."     I  formed  my  force,  in- 
creased on  the   left  by  the  fragments  of  other  regiments  who  had  been 
rallied,  as  nearly  parallel  with  the  line  opposed  to  us  as  I  could  judge 
by  their  fire  through   the  woods,  and  then   rode   along   the  line,  dis- 
tinctly telling  the  men,  in  the  hearing  of  all,  that  "  they  were  now 
to  make  a  charge  with  the  bayonet,  and   not  to   stop  one  moment  to 
fire  or  reload,  by  doing   which   they  remained  longer  under  the  en- 
emy's fire,  and  gave  him  the  advantage  ov.er  U3.  posted  as  he  wjis,  in 
a  good  position,  and    strengthened   by   fallen    timber   to  obstruct  cur 
advance,  and  that  the  quicker  the  charge  was  made,  the  less  would  be 
our  loss" — leading   them  on   with   perfect  confidence   in   their  pluck. 
The  regiment  advanced  firmly  and  gallantly,  receiving  heavy  volleys 
■  of  the  enemy's  fire    from    the   opposite   height,    without  returning  it, 
pushed  on  down   the   hill   and  over  the   trees   felled  in  the  swampy 
ground    to    impede   our    progress,    all   the   time    under  torrents    of 
musketry  fire,  ani  bravely  and   rapidly   ascended  the  hill,  cheered  on 
by  the  continuous  shouting  of  the  command,  "Charge,  men,  charge!" 
It  would  have  required  older  and  braver  troops,  and  those  engaged  in 
a    better    cause    to  have    stood   firm  against    an   onset    so    rapid,  so 
resolute,  so  defiant.     The   enemy   were   swept  from  the  hill,  and  re- 
treated rapidly  from  his  strong  position,  and  it  was  not  until   his  fly- 
ing forces  presented  a  strong  temptation,  that  a  destructive  fire  Avas 
opened  upon  them.     Pursued  to  his  camp,  the  enemy  perceiving  aomo 
of  our  forces  on  his   flank,  one   regiment  surrendered  in  a  body,  tLe 
others  fled' down  a  ravine  to  the  Chickahominy.  ,  ' 
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Reaching  the  plateau  which  the  Federal  General. had  judiciously 
selected,  and  so  well  defende4  by  artificial  aids,  I  found  a  battery  of 
seven  guns,  the  first  Pennsylvania  artillery,  Captain  Cater,  which  had 
been  captured  a  few  minutes  before  by  parts  of  several  regiments, 
who  had,  with  determined  courage,  pressed  forward  at  the  first  point  of 
attack,  with  fearful  losses.  Parts  of  these  cornpanies  of  the  eighteenth 
Alabama,  and  fragments  of  several  companies  of  the  twenty-first 
Georgia  regiments,  were  the  first  at  the  guns  followed  by  the  fifth 
Texas  and  eighteenth  Georgia.  .  . 

Placing  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina  in  charge  of  the  captured 
battery,  my  brigade  slept  on  the  field  from  which  the  enemy  had  fled. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  ground  the  day  after  th'e  battle,  showed 
as  strong  a  position  as  could  have  been  selected  for  defence.  It  is  an 
elevated  ridge  on  the  southeast  of  the  Chickahominy  river,  mostly 
cleared  land  on  its  summit,  surrounded  by  several  more  elevated  points 
admirably  adapted  for  artillery,  and  from  which  an  incessant  fire 
could  be  maintained  against  an  advancing  foe,  over  the  heads  of  its 
own  infantry,  which  was  secured  from  harm  by  the  abrupt  acclivity 
of  the  hill  under  which  they  had  been  posted.  So  that  our  men  had, 
the  day  before,  been  exposed  for  over  ten  hours  to  the  combined  fire 
of  shot,  shell,  grape  and  musketry,  to  which  Yankee  engenuity  had 
added  a  sort  of  repeating  gun,  called  a  telescopic  cannon,  discharging 
sixty  balls  per  minute.  Several  of  these  were  captured.  The  natural 
defences  of  the  position  were  strengthened  by  felling  timber  on  the 
hill  side  and  in  the  marshy  ground  of  the  rivulet  at  its  fork,  to  make 
the  progress  of  an  attacking  force  slow  and  longer  held  under  fire. 
Many  parts  of  the  brow  of  the  hill,  were  provided  with  rude  breast- 
works of  logs,  &c.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  fresh  forces 
of  the  enemy  were  successively  brought  into  action  for  several  hours 
to  replace  those  who  had  become  fatigued  or  defeated.  To  repulse  a 
force  double  our  own,  thus  advantageously  posted,  free  from  a  fatiguing 
march  and  liberally  supplied  with  whiskey,  (as  the  canteens  of  dead 
wouMded  and  prisoners  proved,)  required  much  more  than  the  ordinary 
exhibition  of  skill  and  daring  ;  that  it  was  done  everywhere  along  the 
line  by  troops  who  had  marched  all  day  without  food,  entitle  the  army 
to  the  name  of  the  "indomitable." 

It  is  with  just  pride  I  record  the  fact  that  not  one  of  the  regiments 
of  the  seventh  brigade  came  out  of  the*  action  during  its  progress, 
and  that  the  charge  of  the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first 
North  Carolina,  sustained  from  the  first  movement  without  a  falter, 
could  not  be  surpassed  for  intrepid  bravery  and  high  resolve. 

I  need  not  enumerate  the  gallant  exploits  of  a  brigade  where  every 
officer  and  man  behaved  so  well;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  allusion  to 
the  conspicious  gallantry  of  Captain  Brown,  of  the  sixteenth  Mississippi, 
and  Captain  Guery,  of  fifteenth  Alabama,  both  shot  dead  in  front  of 
their  companies  while  cheering  on  their  men  to  the  charge;  and  of 
my  aid.  Lieutenant  McKim,  who  rode  by  my  side  or  along  the  line, 
constantly  repeating,  with  inspiring  voice  and  jesture,  the  command, 
"'charge  !  charge  !"     Captain  Hall  A.  Alsine  did  signal  service  during 


311 

.the  action  by  bringing  up  and  directing  the  inovcrnents  of  fresh  troops, 
as,  also.  Lieutenant  Lee.  inspector  general,  who  was  slightly  wounded. 

The  subjoined  list  of  killed  and  wounded  be^t  show  the  severity  of 
the  conflict,  and  a  coraparision  of  those  of  the  different  regiments 
fairly  illustrate  the  superiority  of  a  rapid  charge. over  a  standing  fight, 
not  only  as  the  besli  mode  S)f  securing  victories  but  doing  it  with 
smaller  loss.  • 

The  thirteenth  Alabama  and  twenty-first  Georgia,  numbering  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  stood  under  a  destructive  fire 
for  an  hour  or  more,  returning  the  enemy's  volleys  all  the  time,  and 
advanced  only  half  a  mile  with  fragraients  of  companies  at  the  close 
of  the  day.  Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  men.  '        • 

The  sixteenth  IMississippi  and  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  num- 
bering one  thousand  two  hundred  anrl  forty-four  men,  passed  under 
as  hot  a  fire  an  equal  distance  in  fifteen  minutes,  losing  in  killed  and 
wounded  only  eighty-five  men. 

Annexed  is  a  sketch  of  that  part  of  the  field  of  battle  on  which  the 
third  brigade  was  engaged,  but  on  which  is  .put  down  only  the  posi- 
tions occupied  by  the  seventh  brigade..  The  Alabama  and  Georgia 
regiments  advanced  in  a  body  no  farther  than  the  swamp  S,  except  the 
fragments  of  those  companies  who  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
F,  and  taking  the  battery.  The  Mississippi  and  North  Carolina  regi- 
ments advanced  to  B  and  F,  taking  the  battery,  and  with  unbroken 
front,  in  good  condition  to  continue  the  fight. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

J.  R.   TRIMBLE,  Brigadier  General. 

I  casually  omitted  to  mention  the  name  of  Lieutenant  Vindell, 
adjutant  of  the  twenty-first  Georgia  regiment,  who  behaved  with  dis- 
tinguished coolness  and  bravery,  and  did  signal -service  in  holding  that 
r^gim»nt  in  its  position  while  under  the  heaviest  fire. 

J.  R.  TRIMBLE,  Brigadier  General 


GENERxVL   TRIMBLE'^   REPORT   OF    OPERATIONS   FROM 
JUNE  28.TO  JULY  1,  INCLUSIVE. 

Headquartehb  BRiGAbE,  July  30,  1862., 

Major  General  R.  S.  Evvf.ll, 

Commandins;  Division  : 

General:  I  rospectfullv  append  the  following  as  a  continuation  of 
the  operations  of  the  seventh  brigade  from  June  23th  to  July  Ist,  in- 
clusive : 

On 'the  28 ill  Juno»  the  brigade  rested  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
was  chiefly  employed  in  taking  care  of  the  wounded  andburial  of  tha 
dead.  On  Sunday,  29th,  orders  were  received  to  march  down  the 
Chickahominy.  During  the  delay  of  starting,  I  halted,  about  nina 
o'clock,  at  a  dwelling  o^  the  battle-field,  and  sent  an  officer  up  a  tred 
which  had  been  prepared  by  the  enemy  as  nn  observator}'.  This  of- 
ficer could,  with  glasses,  plainlj-  see  the  Yankee  forces  moving  south- 
\^rd  froTii  lleynoldsville,  (General  'McClellan'i  headquarters.)  The 
smoke  of  burning  stores  could  also  be  distinctly  seen.  I  wrote  a  note 
addressed  to  General  Lee,  or  General  Jackson,  stating  these  facts,  and 
that  the  Federal  army  were  certainly  retreating.  General  Lee  an- 
swered the  note,  and  stated  that  the  enemy  were  in  heavy  force  on 
the  right,  and  that  he  had  tried  to  reach  them  with  artillery,  but  with- 
out effect.  Meantime,  four  large  conflagrations  had  become  plainly 
visible,  and  infantry,  artillery  and  waggons  were  seen  moving  amidst 
clouds  of  dust,  in  a  southerly  direction.  I  again  w'rote  to  General 
Lee,  then  two  miles  distant,  commnnieating  these  facts,  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  enemy  were  certainly  retreating  with  great  pre- 
cipitation, as  burning  stores  were  Oi  sure  indication,  and  ought  to'be 
vigorausly  pursuedi  It  was  afterwards  known  that  General  McClel- 
iau  did  break  up  the  camps  on  Sunda.y  morning  at  the  place  referred 
to,  and  com.menced  a  rapid  retreat, 

■  Under  previous  orders,  we  continued  our  march,  about  ten  o'clock, 
and,  after  several  halts,  reached  the  York  riter  railroad,  near  Bottom's 
Biidge,  about  two 'o'clock,  with  the  third  division.  After  marching 
and  countermarching  several  times,  a  halt  of  some  hours  was  made 
two  miles  north  of  the  railroad.  Several  times  in -the  afternoon,  I 
had  called  attention  to  the  dense  clOud  of  dust  observed  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Chickahominy;  that  it  plainly  indicated  a  rapid  retreat  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  our  forces  should  be  thrown  across  that  streara 
to  intercept  their  flight  or  increase  their  disorder.  A  practicable 
ford  was  discovered  near  the  point  where  we  halted,  and  General 
Ewell  had  decided,  under  the  discretion  allowed  him,  to  cross  and  at- 
tack them  at  four  o'clock.  But  orders  from  General  Jackson  con- 
flicting with  this,  prevented  so  important  a  movement.,  About  six, 
P.  M.,  the  division  was  marched  back  up  the  Chickahominy,  cfossed 
that  stream  in  the  night  at  New  Bridge,  and  bivouacked  at  Keyn  olds- 
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■ville,  twelve  hours  after  the  enemy  and  General  McClellan  had  aban- 
doned that  place.  . 

It  is  deepl}'  to  be  regretted  that,  from  the  sur-e  indications  of  rapid 
retreat.given  by  the  Federal  forces,  some  poi.tion  of  our  army  was 
not  thrown  across  the  Chickahominy  that  day  to  fall  on  the  flank  of 
the  enemy's  retreating  columns.  This  could  have  been  safely  and 
Burlrlenly  done  at  the  foid  before  alluded  to. 

On  Monday,  3()th,  by  orders,  we  marched,  at  an  early  hour,  over 
the  same  road  taken  by  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours  before,  and, 
three  miles  distant,  passed  the  battle-field  where  General  Longstreet 
had  engaged  the  enemy  the  afternoon  previous.  At  ^bout  four,  P. 
M.,  we  reached  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  where,  after  an  hour's  en- 
gagement with  r.rtillery,  General  Jackson's  army  bivouacked  for  the 
night,  (including  General  Whiting's  division.) 

On  Tuesday,  July  Itt,  we  marched,  by  orders,  at  sunrise,  crossed 
White  Oak  Swaiap,  (the  bridge,  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  causing  some 

hours  delay,)  continued  by  slow  marches  to church,  and  formed 

line  of  battle  on  Poinde-xter's  farm,  cpposite  the  Malvern  Hills, 
about  two,  P.  M., — the  seven-th  brigade,  on  the  extreme  left.  We  re- 
mained in  position  about  three  hours,  during  the  greater  part  of 
which  time  artillery  and  musketry  fiirng  was  heard  on  our  right,  a 
mile  or  two  distant.  At  five,  P.  M.,  Courtnay's  battery  was  put  in 
position,  opened  a  brisk  fire,  which  was  answered  by  heavy  discharges 
from  four  or  five  batteries  of  tlie  enemy  posted  on  Malvern  Hill. 
After  half  an  hour's  engagement,  doing  good  service,  the  battery  was 
withdrawn  reluctantly  by  an  order  of  General  Whiting,  through  a 
courier,  (staff  officer  R.  S.  E.,)  which  turned  out  to  have  been  in- 
tended for  another  battery. 

At  three,  P.  M.,  that  day,  after  the  enemy's  position  and  disposi- 
tion of  his  forces  had  been  well  reconnoitred  through  a  glass,  and 
plainly  visible,  I  asked  permission  to  move  through  the  continuous 
woods  to  the' left  and  attack  the  enemy  by  a  surprise  on  his  right. 
This  proposal,  forwarded  to  General  Jackson,  was  declined  by  him. 
About  sundown,  orders  were  received  to  march  the  seventh  brigade 
to  the  right,  where  the  battle  had  raged  fiercely  for  some  two  hours; 
and  our  troops  repulsed.  I  moved  quickly,  guid.ed  by  an  officer  of 
General  D.  H.  Hill's  staff,  through  a  dense  woods,  in  the  dark,  ex- 
posed, for'a  mile  and  ^  half,  to  a  continuous  and  rapid  fire  of  the  en- 
emy's artillery,  and  toolc  up  a  position  on  that  p.irt  of  the  field  where 
General  Magruder  had  made  his  disastrous  charges  acro-ss  an  open 
field,  every  yard  of  which  could  be  swcjit  by  the  adverse. artillery. 
This  field  was  about  half  a  mile  broad,  skirted  by  woods  on  the  left, 
and  a  high  and  abrupt  declivity  def?cendiDg  to  Turkey  creek,  on  tho 
right.  1  reported  to  General  Ewell,  and  a  few  moments  after,  to  D. 
H.  Hill,  who  ordered  the  brigade  to  remain  in  its  position  near  the 
woods,  on  the  edge  of  the  field.  T  proposed,  soon  after,  to  General  D. 
H.  Hill,^o  ride  forward  and  reconnoitre  the  eneiu^'spo^^ition.  It 
was  then  about  nine  o'clock.  We  rode  forward,  an<l  approaclied  within 
one  hundred  steps  of  the  batteries,  and  could  hear  plainly  the  ordi- 
nary tone  of  conversation.     The  guns   were  then  firing  on  the  woods 
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to  our  left,  where  the  last  attack  had  been  made  at  right  angles  to  that 
part  of  the  field  we  were  in.  I  suggested  to  General  Hill  the  advan- 
tage of  making  an  attack  on  this  battery,  and  that  it  must  be  suc- 
cessful, asthe  enemy*would  not  expect  one  from  our  position,  and, 
under  cover  of  the  darkness,  we  could  approach  them  undiscovered. 
General  Hill  did  not  seem  inclined  to  make  the  movement.  We  rode 
back  to  the  brigade,  conversed  some  time,  when  I  again  urged  the 
propriety  of  an  attack,  as  we  could  approach  so  near  undiscovered  as 
to  ensure  success,  the  enemy  having  no  skirmishers  in  our  front ;  but 
he  declined,  as  before,  to  order  the  attack,  and  directed  me  to  make 
no  further  movement.  I  occupied  this  position  until  about  twelve 
o'clock,  when  all  firing  had  ceased  for  more  than  two  hours,  and  as. 
General  Ewell  and  General  Hill  had  both  been  absent  during  this  time, 
I  retired  the  brigade  into  the  woods  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  as  the 
men  were  completely  worn  out,  and  no  further  action  expected. 

The  next  morning,  by  dawn,  I  went  oif  to  ask  for  orders,  when  I 
found  the  whole  army  in  the  utmost  disorder  ;  thousands  of  straggling 
men  asking  every  passer  by  for  their  regiment;  ambalances,  wagons, 
and  artillery  obstructing  every  road,  and  altogether  in  a  drenching 
rain,  presenting  a  scene  of  the  most  woeful  and  disheartening  confu- 
sion. The  seventh  brigade  not  having  been  fairly  brought  into  ac- 
tion, was  in  good  order  next  morning,  and  prepared  to  move  in  a 
body.  By  six  o'clock,  orders  were  received  from  General  Jackson, 
whom  I  met  casually,  to  march  to  the  church,  where  we  remained  all 
day  the  2d  of  July.  Thursday,  3d  July,  we  had  orders  to 'march  to 
the  front:  did  so,  and  encamped  about  eight  miles  from  James  river, 
opposite  AVestover.  July  4th,  we  again  marched  to  the  front,  reached 
a  point  about  four  miles  from  James  river,  where  line  of  battle  was 
formed  and  skirmishers  thrown  out  half  a  mile  in  advance,  who  occa- 
sionally exchanged  shots  with  the  enemy's  scouts.  At  night,  one  of 
my  regiments  was  put  on  picket.  We  lay  in  camp  until  July  Sth. 
We  were  ordered  to  move,  at  dark,  to  the  rear,  and  on  the  10th  of 
July,  encamped  four  miles  from  llichmond.  Scarcely  able  to  march 
from  excessive  fatigue  and  prostration,  the  result  of  constant  fight- 
ing and  marching  in  a  country  whore  air  and  water  were  Jboth  im- 
pure, and  rapidly  breaking  down  the  health  of  the  army. 

I  append  below,  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  b.efore  men- 
tioned engagements.  " 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  R.  TRIMBLE, 

Brigadier  General. 

List  of  Killed  and  Wounded. 

Sixteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  enlisted  men,         -  -     3 

Fifteenth  x^labama,      -         -         -         -         --  -4 

Twenty-first  North  Carolina,         -         -         -         -  -     8 

Total,'  -         -  " •-   16 

J.   E.   DOUTHIT, 

>  Assistant  Surgeon. 
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On  the  above  report  was  the  following  endorsement : 

_  This  report  was  handed  in  by  General  Trimble  after  the  comple- 
tion of  my  report.  Some  portions  of  it  may  require  explanation, 
but  time  is  not  sufficient  to  alter  mine,  alreadv  delayed, 

il.  S.  EWELL.  * 


1 


COLONEL  WALKER  S  REPORT-  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE 
FOURTH  BRIGADE  AT  .GAINES'  MILL. 


Headquarters  Thirteenth  Virginia,  ) 
Auguf^t  2,   1862.  S 

Lieutenant  G.   Campbell  Brown, 

A.  A.   Geneud: 

In  compliance  with  instrnctions  from  division  lieado[uarters,  direct- 
ing ine  to  report  the  operations  of  the  fourth  brigade  at  the  battle  of 
Gaines'  Mill,  fought  on  the  27th  of  June,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  J  was  not  called  upon  to  take  command  of  the  brigade  until  after 
General  Elzey  was  -wounded  late  in  the  evening,  and  that  I  knew 
nothing  of  the  movements  of  any  regiment,  except  my  own,  prior  td 
that  time.  When  informed  that  General  Elzey  had  been  wounded 
and  carried  from  the  field,  I  went  in  search  of  the  other  regiments  of 
the  brigade,  but  General  Elzey's  aids  having  all  been  killed  or 
Avounded,  I  was  only  able  to  find  the  thirty-first,  fifty-eighth,  and 
forty-fourth  Virginia.  These  regiments  remained  in  the  action  until 
dark,  when  I  directed  them  to  withdraw  to  Butler's  church  to  rest  and 
procure  ammunition.. 

The  next  morning,  the  remaining  regiments  of  the.  brjgade,  viz: 
the  twelfth  Georgia  and  the  twenty. fifth  and  fifty-second  Virginia,  re- 
poited  to  me,  they  having  been  detached  the.  day  before  by  General 
Elzey  to  support  batteries. 

I  enclose  the  report  pf  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment 
for  particulars  and  for  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  My  own  regiment, 
thirteenth  Virginia,  was  sent  forward  as  skirmishers  in  the  morning 
and  killed  and  wounded  five  or  six  of  the  enemy  and  took  some  twenty- 
five  prisoners.  In  the  evening  it  was  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight  and 
both  officers  and  men,  with  a  few  exceptions,  behaved  well  and  fought 
with  a  determination  and  bravery  worthy  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  killed  and  wounded  was  very 
heavy  in  proportion-  to  the  number  engaged.  -  Only  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  went  into. action,  and  of  that  number  one  hundred  and 
twelve  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  in  company  officers  was 
particularly  heavy  and  is  the  best  evid^ce  of  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  discharged  their  duties. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  my  humble  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  Capt. 
Wm.  H.  Shearer,  who  was  mortally  wounded  while  bravely  encour- 
aging his  men.  Also  to  that  of  Captain  C,  G.  Cooke,  of  company 
A;  First  Lieutenant  F.  D,  Sherrard,  of  company  K,  and  Lieutenant 
Strait,  of  company  H,  all  of  whom  fell  like  brave  and  true  men  at 
their  posts. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  .WALKER,  • 
Colonel  Thirteenth  Virginia  Regiment 


GENERAL    HOOD'S    REI^ORT*   OF    BATTLE    OP    GAINES' 

MILL. 


IIeadquauteks  Texas  Bkigade,  ) 
July   10,    1862.  J 

Major  J.  II.  iliLL,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
enacted  in  the  engagement  of  the  27th  ultimo,  near  Gaines'  Mill,  by 
this  brigade  : 

Arriving  on  the  field  between  four  and  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was 
informed  by  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  of  General  Ewcll's  staft',  that  his 
troops  were  hard  pressed  and  required  assitance.  Line  of  battle  was 
formed  at  once,  with  the  Hampton  legioti,  Lieutenant  Colonel  M.  M. 
Gary  commanding,  on  the  left,  with  orders  to  gain  the  crest  of  the 
hill  in  the  woods  and  hold  it,  which  they  did. "  The  fifth  Texas,  Col. 
J.  B.  Robertson  commanding,  engaging  the  enemy  on  the  right  of 
the  legion,  and  the  first  Texas,  Colonel  A.  T.  Rainey  commanding, 
on  the  right  of  the  fifth  Texas.  The  brigade  moved  gallantly  forward, 
soon  becoming  engaged  from  left  to  right.  The  battle  rngcd  with 
great  fury  all  along  the  line  as  these  noble  troops  pressed  steadily  on, 
forcing  the  enemy  to  gradually  give  way.  Directing  in  person  the 
fourth  Texas  regiment,  Colonel  John  Marshall  commanding,  on 
th(\  right  of  my  line,  they  were  the  fir^t  troops  to  pierce  the  strong 
line  v.i  breastwoiks  occupied  by  the  enemy,  which  caused  great  con- 
fusion in  their  ranks.  Here  the  eighteenth  Georgia,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  S.  L.  Ruff  commanding,  earns  to  the  support  of  the  fourth 
Texas,  and  the  regiments  pressed  on  over  a  hotly  contested  field,  in- 
clining from  light  to  loft,  with  the  fifth  Texas  on  their  left,  taking  a 
large  number  of  prisoners  and  capturing  fourteen  (14)  pi*eees  of  ar- 
tillery, when  night  came  on  and  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy  ceased. 
The  guns  were  captured  by  the  fourth  .Texas  and  eighteenth  Geor- 
gia and  a  regiment  wastaken  prisoners   by  the  fifth    Texas  regiment. 

In  this  engagement,  I  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  many  gallant  offi- 
cers and.  men.  Among  those  who  fell,  either  killed  or. mortally 
wounded,  were  Colonel  John  Marshnll,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Warwick, 
Captains  E.  D.  Ryan,  JT  W.  Ilutcheson,  P.  P.  Porter,  T.  M.  Owen, 
A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenants  R.  J.  Lambert,  C.  Rich,  D.  L.  Butts;  D. 
P.  Lyons,  T.  IT.  Ilalleman,  of  the  fourth  Texas  ;  Lieutenants  J.  E. 
Chute  and  W.  G.  Wallace,  of  the  fifth  Texos  ;  Captain  B,  F.  Benton, 
first  Texas;  Lieutenants  L.  A.  McCullough,  T.  J.  Cohn,  Thos. 
Dowden,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia  :  abo.  Major  Key,  of  the  fourth 
Texas;  Colonel  Rainey,  of  the  first  Texas,  and  Colonel  Robertson, 
of  tlie  fifth  Texas,  received  severe  wounds,  while  nobly  discharging 
their  duty.  On  the  field  ofl'icers  of  the  fourth  Texas  being  killed  or 
wounded,  the  commnnd  of  the  regiment  devolved  on  Capt  (row  Major) 
W.  P.  Townsand,  who  Ifd  it  most  gajlintly.  There  are  many  other 
oATrmts  ::nd  incn  distinguished  for  their  noble  deeds  on  that  day,  for 
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which  I  will  have  to  refer  you  to  reports  in  detail  of  regimental 
commanders.  During  the  engagement,  most  efficient  service  was  ren- 
dered me  in  gallantly  leading  forward  troops  and  transporting  orders 
by  Captain  W.  H.  Sellers,  A.  A.  G.  ;  Lieutenant  J.  T.  Hunter,  of 
the  fourth  Texas,  A.  D.  C. ;  Colonel  J.  H.  Murray,  and  General  T. 
J.  Chambers,  of  Texas,  and  Major  B.  H.  Blanton,  of  Kentucky  vol- 
unteer aid-de-camp — Lieutenant  J).  L.  Sublett,  A.  D.  C,  being  or- 
dered to  remain  with  the  ordnance  train.  I  also  .take  great  pleasure 
in  acknowledging  the  distinguished  services  rendered  me  by  Lieuten- 
ant James  Hamilton,  of  General  Taylor's  staif.  As  to  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men,  one  and  all,  too  much  cannot  or  even  will  be  said 
in  their  praise 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  casualties,  the*  detailed  list  ac- 
companying report :  Killed,  eighty-nine  ;  wounded,  four  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  ;  missing,  four. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 
Bjrigadier  General  commanding  Texas  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRKJADIER  GENERAL  WISE. 

# 

Headquarters  op  Brigade,  } 
ChaffirCs  Farm,  July  16,   1863.      ^ 

To  Archer  Andersox,  A.  A.   G.  : 

Major  :  In  compliance  T,ith  the  request  of  Major  General  Holmes, 
I  send  you  the  following  report.  On  the  morning  of  the  3i)th  June 
last,  my  aid,  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Wise,  brought  me  a  verbal  message 
from  General  Holmes  that  he  was  advancing  to  meet  the  enemy  and 
inquiring  Avhcther  I  could  join  hira,  as  his  forces  were  few  and 
fatigued.  I  then  had  three  regiments  of  infantry,  the  fourth,  twenty- 
sixth  and  forty-sixth  Virginia  ^volunteers,  and  four  batteries  of  light 
artillery,  under  strict  orders  to  guard  and  support  the  heavy  batteries 
at  Chaffin's  Bluff.  General  Holmes,  in  the  message  delivered  to  me, 
disclaimed  giving  me  orders,  but  suggested  rather  that  he  needed  rein- 
forcements, and  enquired  whether  I  could  aid  him.  I  immediately 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  ordering  to  his  command  the  twenty- 
sixth,  Colonel  Page,  and  the  forty-sixth.  Colonel  Duke,  and  Andrew's 
and  Rives'  batteries,  under  Major  Stark,  leaving  of  these  only  small 
camp  guards,  and  the  fourth  regiment  and  French's^p^nd  Armistead's 
batteries  to  guard  the  bluff.  On  the  30th  of  June,  the  twenty-sixth 
regiment,  by  morning  report,  had  thirty-one  officers,  seventy  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  privates  ;  the 
forty-sixth  had  thirty-one  officers,  sixty-four  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  three  hundred  and  six  privates,;  and  twenty  privates  of  each 
for  guard.  The  total  of  infantry  was  sixty-two  officers,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  non-commissiorted  officers  and  six  hundred  and  twenty 
privates;  aggi-egate  infantry,  eight  hundred  and  fourteen.  The  ar- 
tillery corps  had:  Company  A,  Captain  Andrews,  four  pieces,  four 
officers,  nine  non-commissioned  officers,  sixty-three  privates  ;  company 
C,  Captain  Rives,  four  pieces,  two  officers,  seven  non-^oramissioned 
officers,  and  sixty-two  privates.  Total,  six  officers,  sixteen  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  privates ; 
making  in  all,  infantry  and  artillery,  the  aggregate  of  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-one  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  I 
commanded  these  in  person,  and  was  attended  by  my  official  aid  and 
two  volunteers — Lieutenant  J.  J.  Wise,  Captain  George  D.  Wise, 
•(who  acted"  as  volunteer  aid  of  General  Holmes,)  and  Lieutenant 
Barksdale   Warwick. 

As  early  as  possible  after  General  Holmes  passed  with  his  force,  I 
followed,  and  reported  to  him  at  the  Drill  house,  near  New  Market. 
There,  finding  President  Davis,  I  submitted  my  action,  in  joining 
General  Holmes  without  orders,  to  him,  and,  he  approving,  I  took 
orders  from  General  Holmes.  He  posted  me  in  position  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  high  grounds  near  New  Market.  Rives'  battery, 
on  the  l^ft,  wfl"!  srppcr^c^i  by  the  forty-sixth  ;  Andrews',  on  the  right, 
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by  the  twenty-sixth.  In' this  position  we  remained  until  ordered  to 
advance  on  the  evening  of  the  30th.  I  was  ordered  to  follow  the 
brigade  of  Colonel  Daniel,  and  brought  up  the  rear,  which  threw  me 
on  the  extreme  right,  on  the  River  road,  leading  past  Malvern  HiU 
and  over  Turkey  creek  bridge.  When  I  arrived  in  position  on  the 
narrow  road.  I  found  it  obstructed  by  Burrough's  cavalry,  and  or- 
dered it  out  of  the  way  of  my  infantry,  so  that  1  might  join  my  line 
to.that  of  Colonel  Daniers  infantry.  The  forty-fifth  North  Carolina 
regiment,  I  am  informed,  of  Colonel  Daniel's,  command,  was  in  ju-x- 
taposition  to  ray  twenty-sixth  regiment.  Major  Burroughs  moved 
his  cavalry  in  advance  of  ray  po?itiou,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  forty- 
.fifth  North  Carolina  regiment  The^'e  was  a  corps  of  cavalry, 
Baker's,  I  am  told,  in  advance  of  that  of  Burroughs.  The  enemy 
commenced  a  heavy  shelling  of  the  road,  and  of  the  open  field  on  its 
right  and  left.  In  a  few  moments  the  c-^valry,  said  to  be  Baker's, 
wheeled  into  the  fiehl  on  the  left,  rode  "irregularly  around  that  field, 
and  in  a  short  time  came  rapidly  past  the  infantry  in  the  road ;  in  a 
few  moments  more,  artillery  horses,  loose,  then  a  caisson,  and  then 
guns,  said  to  be  Branch's  battery,  came  stampeding,  in  wild  confu- 
Bion,  by  and  through  my  line  ;  and  these  were  followed,  in  confusion, 
by  the  regiment  ne.xt  to  the  twenty-sixth,  of  my  brigade,  said  ta  bo 
the  forty- tilth  North  Carolina.  It  was  with  difficulty  my  men  could 
avoid  serious  damage  by  this  wild  rout  of  cavalry,  artillery  and  in- 
fantry. But  I  ailt  proud  to  say  that  both  of  my  regiments  and  my 
artillery  maintained  their  posts  firmly,  without  a  man's  moving  until 
they  were  ordered.  This  position  was  on  the  roa  I  where  the  River 
road  jojns  the  Quaker  r^ad,  west  of  a  branch  of  Furkey  creek,  with 
a  wood  and  that  branch  between  it  and  Malvern  Hill;  distance  from 
the  hill  about  six  hundred  yards,  with  the  woods  and  creek  inter- 
venirg. 

Late  in  the  evening,  I  was  ordered  back  to  take  position  where  the 
River  road  joins  the  Long  Bridge  road,  and  there  my  forCe  bivouacked 
for  the  night  of  ^e  S'lth.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  <.f  July,  I  was 
ordered. again  to'take  position,  as  at  JSrst,  on  the  right  of  the  high 
grounds  of  New  Market.  And  agiiin,  later  in  the  day,  I  was  ordered 
to  leave  the  front,  advancing  upon  the  enemy  down  the  river  road. 
I  was  halted  in  the  road,  in  front  of  Carl's  Neck,  with  a  woods  on  the 
left,  and  deployed  to  the  left,  aligned  in  the  woods.  There  my.  artil- 
lery was  posted,  north  of  the  open  field  where  the  Quaker  road  meets 
the  river  road. 

Late  in  the  evening  I  was  ordered  to  advance  with  my  infantry,  tg 
mount  the  fence  and  pass  the  field  in  double-quick.  When  I  came  to 
the  field  I  was  again  halted,  and  ray  men  fell  back  into  the  edge  of 
the  woo;is  to  avoid  the  shells  of  the  gunboats.  In  a  short  time  I  was 
ordered  to  move,  and  passed  the  field,  until  I  came  up  to  the  fence 
dividing  it  from  the  Quaker  road.  This  brought  my  forces  to  within 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  or  five  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  the  woods,  swamp  and  creek  intervening,  and  it  being  quite 
dark. 

Before  this  advance  across  the  field,  the  heavy  volleys  of  musketry 
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opened  on  the  left  at  abont  six,  P.  M.,  and  continued  until  aloul 
nine,  P.  M.  Whilst  halted  at  the  Quaker  road,  the  cheers  of  the 
com'batants  were  distinctly  heard. 

^t  about  nine,  or  half- past  nine,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  fall  baclk 
to  the  other  side  of  the  open  field.  I  was  commanded  by  Major  Gen- 
eral Holmes  in  person,  and  bivouacked  with  him  in  that  field  on  the 
night  of  the  1st  of  July.  During  the  night,  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  retreating  were  distinctly  audible. 

A  drenching  rain  carae  on  next  morning  and  flooded  the  woods 
where  our  men  slept,  and  we  were  early  ordered  .back  to  where  the 
River  road  joins  the  Long  Bridge  road.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the 
2nd,  I  received  orders  from  General  Lee  to  return  to  this  post,  where 
I  have  since  remained.  The  accompanying  map  will  show  (y:  illus- 
trate my  report. 

,      Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 
Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT  PEARCE. 

Headquarters  Chaffin's  Farm,  July   16,  1862.^ 
To  Brigadier  General  Henry  A.  Wise  : 

General  :.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  force  you  left  here  with, 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th  June,  as  follows : 

Twenty-sixlli  V^irgima  re'^ment,  Colonel  P.  R.  Page — 31  officers,  VO 
non-commissioned  officers,  354  privates. 

Forty-sixth  Virginia  regiment,  Colcnel  R.  T.  W.  Duke — 31  officers, 
64  non-commissioned  officers,  306  privates. 

Artillery  corps,  two  companieSy  (Major  Stark.) — Company  A,  Captain 
Andrews — 4  pieces,  4  officers,  9  non-comojissioned  officers,  63  pri- 
vates. Company  C,  Captain  Rives — 4  pieces,  2  officers,  7  Doa» 
commissioned  officers,  62  privates. 

Total — 68  commissioned  officers,  935  enlisted  men. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  PEARCE,  A.  A.  O. 


SI 


EEPORT  OF  COLONEL  DANIEL  OF  OPERATIONS  ■  OF 
THIRD  BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Brigade,  Dep't  North  Carolina,'  > 
Camp  neat' -Petersburg,  J \i\ J  16,  1862.      ) 

Major  A.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  North  Carolina  : 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  just  received,  dated  July 
16th,  1S62,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fallowing  report  of  the  op- 
erations of  my  command,  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  river: 

Agreeable  to  orders  from  Majur  General  Holmes,  I  left  Dreary's 
Eluff  oa  the  29th*,  with  my  command,  consisting  of  my  own  regiment, 
the  forty-fifth  I^orth  Carolina  troops,  Colonel  Keenan's,  the  forty- 
third  North  Carolina  troops,  and  Colonel  Craton's,  the  fiftieth  North 
Carolina  troops,  Brem's  and  Graham's  field  batteries,  the  former  of 
ejx  and  the  latter  of  four  pieces,  and  Burrough's  battalion  of  cavalry^ 
ill  all  about  seventeen  hundred  effective  men,  and  crossed  the  James 
riv3r  at  the  pontoon  bridges,  about  twelve  o'clock,  M.,  of  that  day, 
and  encamped  with  Walker's  bijgade,  by  order  of  the  Major  General 
commanding,  on  the  Mill  road,  near  the  Newmarket  road 

Tue  next  day,  we  continued  the  march,  at  an  early  hour,  following 
the  Newmarket  road,  leading  towards  the  enemy's  left,  and  arrived  upon 
the  field  of  action  at  about  three  o'clock,  P,  M.  Upon  getting  near  the 
field,  I  received  orders  from  General  Holmes  to  order  the  artillery 
forward  to  the  fork  of  the  road  in  front  of  us,  and  there  to  report  to 
Colonel  Deshler,  chief  of  ordnance,  and  to  order  Major  Burroughs, 
with  his  cavalry,  to  report  to  Colonel  Rofser,  and  to  halt  my  infantry 
a  little  in  the  rear  of  the  forks  of  the  road,  and  there  to  await  further 
orders.  As  I  was  marching,  by  order  of  the  General,  with  my  artil- 
lery in  front,  and  cavalry  in  rear,  [  directed  Captains  Graham  and 
Eretii  to  move  forward  and  report  to  Colonel  Deshler,  and  did  not  see 
tfcecc  batteries  aiiy  more  until  I  saw  them  leaving  the  field,  when 
Captain  Graham's  battery  was  almost  completely  disorganized,  and 
with  two  pieces  and  two  caissons  less  than  when  it  left  me.  This 
battery,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  left  the  field  without  proper  orders, 
and  in  great  disorder  as  will  be  seen  in  my  special  report,  handed  in 
some  time  since. 

F^r  the  operations  of  Captain  Brem's  battery,  I  respectfully  refef 
you  to  his  report. 

At  the  time  that  I  ordered  these  batteries  to  report  to  Colonel 
DeKhler,  I  ordered  Major  Burroughs,  through  a  staff  oflicer,  to  re- 
port to  Col.  Rosser  in  a  field  upon  the  right  of  the  road,  and  in  rear 
of  our  position.  Seeing  Colonel  Rosser  a  short  time  after  this,  and 
Iicarning  that  he  would  move  his  cavalry  from  a  field  on  the  right  of 
the  road  to  the  left,  and  in  front  of  us,  I  sent  an  oflficer  to  direct 
Major  Burroughs  to  turn  into  the  field  on  the  left  instead  of  the  right. 
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About  this  time,  the  gunboats  opened  a  very  heavy  fire  upon  my  line, 
and  after  the  first  few  discharci;es,  the  cavalry  became  confused  and 
partially  disorganized,  and  commenced  leaving  the  field  in  great  dis- 
order, so  much  so  as  to  seriously  injure  some  of  the  infantry,  by 
running  through  their  ranks.  After  this,  I  did  not  see  them  again, 
as  they  wei'e  placed  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Rosser. 

The  position  occupied  by  ray  command  was  in  the  road,  with  a  cul- 
tivated field  intervening  between   it  and  the   river,  distant  from  nine- 
hundred  to  a  thousand  yards,  with  an   open  field  in  front  of  the  cen- 
tre and  some  woods  opposite  the  extreme  right  and  left.     This  posi- 
tion was  reached  by  three  distinct  fires  from  the  gunboats  in  the  river, 
from  a  battery    in    front,  which    Colonel  Deshler,  chief  of  ordnance,* 
thinks   had    Some  t\Yenty'-five  or  thirty  gup.s,  and  from  a  batter}^  that 
laftervvar'ds  understood  was  firing  on  General  Longstrcet's  command. 
The  road  being  worn  away  from   use,  presented  the  best  cover  from* 
the  enemy's  fire.     I  therefore  directed  the  infantry  to  sit  down  in  the  ' 
rond  for  protection. 

I  During  the  stampede   of  the   cavalry   and   artillery,  I  received   an 
order  from  General   Holmes,  to   send   him  an   infantry   regiment,     I 
immediately  ordered  my  regiment  to  proceed  to  the  point  designated, •» 
under  command   of  Lieutenant* Colonel   Morehead.     This   regiment' 
moved  oft'  in  good  order,  but  was  stopped  by  the  rout  of  the  artillery,  : 
which  almost  completoly  blocked  up    the   road.     It  was  at  this  time, 
under  a  terrible  fire,  and  from  the  confusion  of  the  the  artillery,  and 
from  fear  of  being  run   over   by  it,  it  left  the  road  in  some  disorder. 
Seeing  this,  I  proceeded  there  and  rallied  it  in  a  few  moments,  and  it'- 
then  marched  oft  in  good  order  to  report  to  the  General  commanding.  It  * 
lost  tv.-o  killed  and  fourteen  wounded.     In  adiution  to  this,  there  were  ' 
several  others  scrk)usly  liurt,  by  being  run  over  by  the    cavalry  and 
artillery. 

During  the  stampede  of  the   cavalry   and   artillery,  the  forty-third 
and  fiftieth  regiments  both  became   slightly  confused,  but  were  soon 
rallied,   and   remained   steady  the   balance    of  the   evening.      In  th6  • 
forty. third,  there  was   one   wounded,  and   m    the  fiftieth,  tborc  were  t 
seven  wounded.     These   three   regiments  were  all  new,  and  behaved  '* 
well  under  the  circumstances.  • 

My  staft"  officers,  Majoi'Edmunston,  Captain  Badger,  Lieutenants  >^ 
Hammond  and  Bond,  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery,  and  were' of  * 
great  assistance  to  me. 

In  addition  to  this  list  of  casualties,  please  add  the  number  of  cas-  ^ 
ualties  in  Brem's  battery.  ' 

About  ten  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo,  we  nrarchcd  to  . 
the  rear  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  by  order  of  the  Major  General  com- 
manding, to  find  water  and  a  camping  ground.  The  following  even*.  'T 
ing,  we  look  a  position  in  line  of  battle,  near  the  position  occupied  : 
the  previous  evening,  and  remained  in  line  of  battle  all  night,  and 
until  nine  or  ten  o'clock  the  nex^t  morning,  when  we  marched  some  ^ 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  rear,  by  order  of  the  Major  General^"*" 
commanding,  for  water  and  a  camping  ground.  That  evening,  about  i 
Bix   o'clock,  wo  received  orders  to  march  imra«diately  to  Drewry's 
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Bluff  I  took  up  tho  march  immediately,  reciossed  the  river  at  tb© 
pontoon  bridge  early  in  the  morning,  and  reached  Drewry's  Bluff 
about  half-past  eight,  A.  M. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 
Colonel  forty-ffth  N.  C.  Troops,  commanding  3d  brigade. 


V  . 


REPORT  OF    COLONEL   MANNING  OF    OPERATIONS  OF 
FOURTH  BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Dep't  N.  C,  > 
Camp  Lee,  July  16,  1862.  S 

Major  Archer  Anderson,  A.  A.  General:  < 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  oF  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  during  the  recent  eogagements  in  front  of 
Richmond  : 

Thursday  night,  June  2Gth,  orders  were  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  the  fourth  brigade,  Brigadier  General  J.  G.  Walker  com- 
manding, to  cross  the  James  river,  and  reinforce  Major  General  Huger's 
division.  The  brigade,  composed  of  the  third  Arkansas,  thirtieth  Vir- 
ginia, fifty-sfeventh  Virginia,  twenty-seventh  North  Carolina  and 
forty-sixth  North  Carolina  regiments,  and  second  Georgia  battalion, 
Captains  French  and  Branch's  light  batteries  and  -Captain  Goodwin's 
cavalry  company,  in  all  amounting  to  about  four  thousand  men  and 
officers,  crossed  the  pontoon  bridge  and  reached  General  Huger  about 
twelve  o'clock,  M,  on  Friday,  the  27th  June.  Whilst  with  General 
Huger's  division,  the  fifty-seventh  regiment  Virginia  volunteers  was 
relieved  from  duty  with  this  brigade,  and  in  its  place  Col.  R.  C.  Hill's 
forty-eighth  regiment  North  Carolina  troops  was  substituted.  Friday 
night,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  on  a  bridge 
thrown  across  the  stream  by  the  enemy,  which  was  accomplished  by 
noon  Saturday,  and  the  command  moved  down  and  bivouacked  on  th,e 
battle  field  of  the  day  before,  where  they  remained  until  Sunday  morn- 
ing, when  orders  came  to  recross  the  Chickahominy  and  report  to 
Major  General  Huger  again.  The  troops  were  crossed  by  daylight 
Sunday  morning,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  General  Huger's  division. 

Orders  came  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  tc  move  down  the  River 
road.  The  column  was  immediately  put  in  motion,  and,  after  an  ex- 
ceedingly fatiguing* march  reached  General  Holmes'  division  in  the 
evening,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pontoon  bridge  across  James  river. 

Monday,  June  30th,  the  brigade  moved  forward  about  five  or  six 
miles,  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  a  very  commanding  hill,  in  order 
to  check  the  reported  advance  of  the  enemy.  In  the  afternoon  of  Mon- 
day, the  brigade  was  advanced,  and  came  into  action  with  the  enemy, 
about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  A  heavy  fire  of  artillery  was  kept  up  be- 
tween a  section  of  Captain  French''s  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Cooper, 
a  section  of  Captain  Branch's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Martin,  and 
the  enemy's  numerous  batteries,  advantageously  posted  on  Malvern 
Hill.  Unfortunately,  our  troops  were  under  the  rang©  of  the  enemy's 
gunboats,  which  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  with,  guns  of  the  heaviest 
calibre,  with  extraordinary  precision.  The  firing  ceased  before  dark, 
except  an  occasional  ehot,  and  about  nine  o'clock,-  the  command  re- 
turned to  its  original  position.  Notwithstanding  the  exceedingly  heavy 
fire  the  brigade  was  exposed  to  during  the  evening  of  the  3(Jth,  com- 
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paratively  few  casualtits  occured,  twenty  men  having  been  wounded, 
one  of  whom  has  since  died.  During  the  greater  part  of  Tuesday  the 
.  1  st  July,  the  brigade  remained  in  line  of  battle  on  Warren's  Hill.  In 
the  afternoon  an  advance  was  ordered,  the  command  moved  forward 
^in  line  of  battle,  for  about  half  a  mile,  when  they  were  halted  and  re- 
mained in  line  during  the  night. 

It  is. proper  to  state  here,  that  the  brigade  General  commanding 
met  with  a  painful  accident  on  Tuesday  evening,  which  incapacitated 
him  to  retain  command  of  the  brigade,  and,  as  senior  colonel,  I  wa8 
assigned  to  command.  On  Wednesday  evening,  at  five  o'clock,  orders 
were  received  fur  the  brigade  to  move  back  to  Drewry'a  Bluff.  After 
a  fatiguing  march  through  a  drenching  rain  and  muddy  roads, .  we 
reached  the  bluff  safely  by  dajlight,  Thursday  morning.  With  few 
exceptions  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  both  on  the  march  and  in 
action,  was  everything  that  could  be  desired. 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  fourth  brigade,  in  action  Monday 
/evening,  June  3l)th,  1862: 

Third  Arkiinsas  regiment,  one  wounded  slightly. 

thirtieth  Virginia  regiment,  five  wounded,  one  since  dead. 

Twenty-seventh  regiment  North  Carolina  troops,  six  wounded. 

Forty- sixth  regiment  North  Carolina  troops,  none. 

Forty-eighth  regiment  North  Carolina  troops,  none. 
,      Second  Georgia  battalion,  none. 

French's  battery,  seven  wounded,  three  severely. 

Branch's  battery,  one  wounded  slightly. 

Very  rfespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  MANNING, 
Colonel,  commandwg  Fourth  Brigade. 


Official 


W.  A.  Smith,  A.  A.  General. 


GENERAL  RIPLEY'S   REPORT  OF  ADVANCE  ON  15th  OF 

JUNE. 

Headquarters  Brigade,      ) 
Turners  Field,  June   16,   186?.  J 

Captain  G.  M.  Lovel,  * 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  in  Right  Wing  : 

Captain  :   I  have   the  honor  to  report    that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
froni'  the  headquarters  of  the  right  wing,  I  caused  a  line  of  skirmishers 
to  be  formed  across  the  front  occupied  by  Huger's  division,  composed 
as  follows :   Colonel   Stokes,  first  North  Carolina  volunteera,  on  the 
right;   Colonel  Gaston  Mearcs,  third  North  Carolina  volunteers,. in  the 
centre,   and  Colonel  Smith,  fortj-fourth  Georgia   regiment,  on  the 
left,  extending  from  White  Oak  Swamp,  across  the  Williamsburg  road, 
to  the  York  River  railroad.     Each   regiment  threw  out  from  three  to 
eix  companies  of  skirmishers,  the  remainder  being,  under  orders  of  their 
respective  colonals,  in  reserve.     Colonel  Gibson's  forty-eighth  Geor- 
gia  i«^'imcnt  was   held    in   readiiTess  for  such    service   as  requirccl. 
Soou   after  three  o'clock,  tlie  line  of  skirmishers  advanced  along  the 
whole  front,    driving   in  the   enemy's   pickets  to    close  proximity  oJ 
their  camps.     Colonel  Stokes  encountered  the  difficult  ground  of  the 
Bwamp,  which   prevented   a  rapid   advance,  but   drove  in  the  pickela, 
capturing  one  captain  and  two  privates  of  the  .enemy.     Colonel  Meares 
advanced  in   the  ceiitre,  to  the  battlc-groujid  of  the  Seven  Pines,  to 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy'.3  works,  which  they 
appear  to  have  strengthened,  but  which  arc  not,  as  yet,  armed  with 
artillery.     Colonel  Meares  was  reinforced  by  Colonel  Gibson's  regi- 
ment during  his  advance.     Colonel  Smith's  pushed  the  enemy  back  . 
to 'the  abattis,  covering  the  field  in  vicinity  of  the  enemy's  workft,  near 
the  Williamsburg  road,  and  drove  back    his  pickets  near  the  railr6a3. 
A  heavy  storm  of  rain  prevailing  from  the  time  of  the  advance  until 
nightfall,  prevented  an  accurate  reconnoissance.     The  enemy,  how- 
ever, was  in  force  behind  his  lines,  and,  although  his  pickets  gave 
back  readily,  appeared  willing  to  give  battle  in   position.     The  ad- 
vance positions  were  held  until  near  nine   o'clock,  P.  M.,  when,  m 
obedience   to   orders,  the  line  of  skirmish^  was  slightly  withdrawn, 
and  the  reserves  of  the  different  regiments  TOld  in  hand.     During  the 
night. some    picket    firing    occurred,  and    this  morning,  about  four 
o'clock,  Colonel  Smith's   regiment  was   threatened  by  a  force  of  ia- 
fantry,  artillery  and  cavalry.     At  about  nine  o'clock,  the  force  was 
withdrawn  from  the  front,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  North  Car- 
olina and  forty-eighth   Georgia  regiments,  which    held   the  advance 
line  of  pickets.     We  captured,  altogether,  one   captain  and  ten  pri- 
vates, four  of  the   latter  being  wounded.     Colonel  Smith  recovered* 
twenty  stand  of  arms  from  the  battle-field. 

Our  loss   consisted   of  Third  Lieutenant  AVaro  and  private  S.  8. 
Hankin,  captured,  and  private  Dardy  Johnson,  killed,  of  the  cavalry, 
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•nd  two  privates  killed,  and  four  wounded,  of  the  forty-fourth  Geor- 
gia regiment.  Some  six  of  the  first  North  Carolina  volunteers  were 
missing  last  night,  having  beea  lost  in  the  swamp.  All  but  three, 
however,  have  returned,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  will  bo  present  beforo 
nightfall. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•R.  S.  RIPLEY,  Brigadier  General. 


r^'    '  .      •  ■■•    , 

tePORT  OF  GENERAL  PRYOR  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  FIFTH 

BRIGADE.  ^ 

Headquarters  Fifth  Brigade,  July  29,  18G2. 
Major  SoRELL,  A.  A.  General : 

'Major  :  I  beg  to  submit  the  (blowing  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  fifth  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements  around  Richmond  : 

About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  June,  I  was  directed 
by  Major  General  Longstreet  to  relieve  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Col- 
quitt, in  its  advanced  position  on  the  field  of  the  day's  fight.  Ex- 
pecting the  enemy  to  renew  the  combat  in  the  morning,  I  disposed 
my  regiment  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  a  surprise,  to  resist  an 
assault  and  to  reinforce  Featherston,  whom  a  march  by  the  left  flank 
had  placed  in  my  front.  Mautin's  battery  I  posted  on  an  elevation 
in  the  rear,  whence  it  might  fire  without  affecting  our  men,  and  yet 
attain  the  eneAiy,  who 'occupied  another  eminence  across  Beaver  Dam 
creek.  Scarcely  had  I  completed  ray  arrangements,  when,  by  the 
light  of  the  earliest  dawn,  the  enemy  began  the  attack  Featherston 
being  in  advance,  received  the  first  shock.  As  rapidh^  as  possible,  I 
hurried  my  troops  to  his  assistance.  We  assumed  the  aggressive, 
and,  after  an  obstinate  resistance  of  two  hours,  the  enemy  were 
pushed  back  until  our  brigades  were  prepared  to  pursue  them  across 
Beaver  Dam  creek.  But  General  Wilcox  arrived  meantime  with  hia 
brigade,  nnd  determined  not  to  take  this  step  until  a  bridge  could  bo 
constructed  for  the  passage  of  the  artillery.  While  we  were  engaged 
in  that  business,  Mnjor  General  Longstreet  came  up,  and  assumed 
personal  direction  of  our  movements. 

In  this  affair  at  Ellyson's  mill,  my  command  sustained  considerable 
loss.  The  battalion  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coppens,  and  the  third 
regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  were  especially  distinguished.  • 

Arriving  ftt  Hogan's  house,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  I  was  directed 
by  Major  General  Longstreet  to  conduct  my  brigade  as  an  advanced 
guar€l.  I  had  not  proceeded  more  than  a  mile,  when  the  enemy  were 
observed  in  the  woods  on  Dr.  Gaines',  farm.  I  detached  a  few  compa- 
nies to  drive  in  his  nearest  skirmishers  and  to  dislodge  his  sharp- 
shooters from  their  cover.  This  was  effected  without  much  difficulty. 
A  lino  of  skirmishers,  extending  along  the  entire  front  of  the  woods 
in  rear  of  Dr.  Gaines'  house,  discovered  to  me  the  position  in  which 
the  enemy  had  resolved  to  offer  battle.  Of  this  position,  about  eleven 
■  o'clock,  I  attempted  a  reconnoisance.  1  deployed  my  entire  brigade, 
under  a  galling  fire  from  thd  enemy's  battery  over  the  river,  and  ad- 
vanced across  the  field,  a  distance  of  a  half  mile,  to  within  ra*ngG  of 
the  enemy's  infantry.  1  found  him  in  very  great  force.  A  few  hours 
afterwards,  Captain  Meade,  of  Major  General  Longstreet's  staff,  de- 
livered me  &n  order  to  ongagj  the  enemy.  Immediately  I  moved 
from  ijiy  position  at  Gaines'  house,  straight  forward  to  the  wood  in 
which  the  enemy  was  concealed.     Ascending  the   hill  in  front  of  his 
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position,  my  men  were  staggered  bj  a  terrific  volley,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  suffered  severely  from  the  battery  acros?  the  C^hickahominy. 
I  was  compelled  to  retire  them  to  the  cover  of  a  ravine  in  my  rear. 
After  the  lapse  of  a  few  m6ments,  I  again  moved  them  forward,  and 
again  they  encountered  a  fire  which  it  was  impossible  to  endure.  This 
time,  however,  they  were  not  arrested  before  they  had  rushed  down  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood  where  the  eiieioy  lay.  In  these  assaults,  I  sus- 
tained a  very  great  loss — as  much^hnost,  from  the  enemy's  ajtillery 
as  from  his  infantry  fire.  A  single  shell  killed  and  disabled  eleven  o|^ 
my  men.  Meanwhile,  Wilcox  had  come  to  ray  assistance.  Then 
Featherston  and  Pickett  appeared. 

Forming  line  on  the  acclivity  of  the  hill  which  screened  us  from  tho 
enemy,  we  moved  forward,  but,  for  several '  minutes  of  painful  sus- 
pense, we  were  held  in  ch*eck  by  the  deadly  volleys  poured  upon  us. 
At  last,  with  a  terrific  yell,  our  brave  men  rushed  down  the  hill, 
leaped  the  ditch,  and  drove  tho  enemy  from  his  position  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Emerging  from  the  woods,  they  encountered  an 
awful  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  the  batteries  in  tjie  field  before 
them.  Nevertheless,  they  pressed  on,  drove  the  enemy  from  his 
second  line,  and  captured  his  artillery.  So  the  field  was  won.  In 
this  brilliant  fight  my  brigade  bore  a  not  unworthy  part.  Although 
they  had  been  engaged  with  ,the  enemy  from  the  earliest  dawn,  and 
had  already  suffered  serious  losses.,  they  were  not  behind  the  foremost  * 
in  the  final  victorious  charge. 

At  Frazier's  farm,  the  position  of  my  brigade  was  indicated  by 
yourself.  About'four  o'clock,  I  received. an  order  from  Major  Gene- 
ral Lotigstreet  to  go  into  the  fight.  At  once  I  moved  in  line  towards 
the  field,  but  the  wood  and  other  obstructions  forced  me  to  form  col- 
umn and  send  my  regiments  in  successively.  Arriving  on  the  field, 
I  discovered  that  the  brigade  on  my  right  had  been  repulsed,  and  that 
my  command  were  exposed  to  a  destructive  fire  on  the  flank  as  well 
as  in  front.  Nevertheless,  they  stood  thoir  ground,  and  sustained  the 
uheqiial  combat  until  reinforced  by  the  brigade  of  General  Gregg. 
We  did  not  return  to  our  original  position  until  the  enemy  had  aban- 
doned the  field,  and  surrendered  his  artillery  into  our  possession.  In 
this  engagement  my  loss  was  uncommonly  heavy — in  officers  a8'  well 
as  men.  The  fourteenth  Alabama,  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  struggle, 
was  nearly  annihilated.  I  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  26th; 
with  one  thousand  four  hundred  men.  In  the  fights  that  followed,  I 
fiuflfered  a  loss  of  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine  kill  d  and  wounded^ 
and  eleven  missing.  In  a  report  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit 
some  days  ago,  I  distinguished  the  officers  whom  I  thought  worthy  of^ 
promotion.  I  will  only  add,  now,  that  Captain  Maurin,  of  the  Don- 
aldsonville  artillery,  attached  to  my  brigade,  exhibited  himself  a  most 
courageous  and  capable  officer, 

I  am  Major,  very  respectfully,  * 

\  Your  obedient  servant, 

ROGER  A.  PRYOR, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT   OF    COLONEL    STRANGE    OF    OPERATIONS    OF 
THIRD  BRIGADE  IN  BATTLE  OF   GAINES'  MILL. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  ) 

June  15,  18G2.       $ 

To  Major  G.  M.  Sorrel, 

A.  A.   General: 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  oidera  from  headquarters,  t  respectfully 
submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  Friday, 
June  27th,  lfc62,  by  this  brigade.  The  report  should  not  have  been 
83  long  delayed,  but  for  the  fact  that,  in  three  instances,  regiments 
were  left  without  a  field  officer,  and  several  instances  occurred  where 
companies  were  left  without  a  single  officer,  thus  causing  un^voidabl« 
delay  in  the  regimental  reports: 

The  brigade  reached  Gaines'  Mill  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M,,  and 
was  immediately  led  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  heavy  firing. 
Passing  through  woods,  we  soon  reached  a  large  open  un<lulating  field, 
with  heavy  tiuiber  on 'all  srdes,  where  wc  were  formed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  awaited  a  few  minutes  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  which  wag 
momentarily  expected,  as  they  were  exactly  in  our  front.  Finding 
they  would  not  advance.  General  Pickett  ordered  the  brigade  to  ad- 
vance, wkich  it  did  in  good  order  and  at  a  double-quick,  until  it 
readied  the  brow  of  the  hill,  about  scvent;^  yards  in  front  of  the  en- 
trenched enemy.  Here  the^  firing  becaine  so  fearful  that  the  men 
threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  and  commenced  returning  the  fire 
with  spirit.  Seeing  the  inequality  of  the  contest,  a  charge  was 
ordered,  which  was  obeyed  with  promptness*.  Here  our  gallant  general 
(Pickett)  fell,  badly  wounded,  while  nobly  urging  on  our  boys. 
Colonel  Withers,  was  also  badly  wounded,  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  Colonel  Ilunton  was  sick,  though  he  did  not  leave  the 
field,  I  understood  afterwards,  the  command  thus  devolving  upon  me 
even  before  I  was  aware  of  it. '  The  enemy  were  driven  from  a  triple 
row  of  defences,  (first,  from  a  deep  ditch  ;  second,  from  an  abattis  jusi? 
beyond,  and  third,  from  the  last  line  of  defence,  a  barricade  upon  the 
top  of  the  hill.)  The  brigade  captured  a  battery  of  splendid  Parrott 
guns,  and  several  "hundred  prisoners.  The  long  li&ts  of  killed  and 
wounded  will  show  the  determined  manner  in  which  the  brigade  con- 
ducted itself.  We  were  relieved  about  dark  and  went  back  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile,  where  we  bivouacked. 

"The  brigade  entered  the  battle  with  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-one  men  and  officers,  (1,481.)  and  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
four  hundred  and  twenty-six,  (426,)  including  forty-one  (41)  officers. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  men  and  officers  for 
their  gallant  conduct  upon  this  occasion,  and  it  is  hard  to  discrimi- 
nate where  so  many  deported  themselves  sd  Avell ;  yet  there  are  a  few 
cases  which  cannot  pass  without  honorable  mention.  Among  the  most 
deserving,  I  submit  the  cases  of  those  who  actc4. pre-eminently  brave. 


333 

Lieutenants  Hutchcrson  and  J.  Thomas  Green,  eighth  Virpjinia  regi- 
ment, Lieutenant  J.  D.  Mclntre,  of  the  nineteenth  Virs;inia,  acted 
with  a  coolness  and  bravery  never  surpas'sed.  Captain  Boyd,  Lieu- 
tenant Shepherd  and  Sergeant  Gilmer,  of  the  nineteenth  Virginia, 
alst)  acted  with  conspicuous  bravery.  Sergeant  Gilmer,  whi'e  urging 
his  men  over  the  breastworks,  and  calling  upon  them  to  follow  their 
colonel,  and  to  remember  "  Butler,"  fell,  badly  wounded.  Also,  Color 
Corporal  Lee,  of  the  twenty-eighth  Virginia,  and  Captain  Jefress,  of 
the  fifty-sixth,  behaved  with  marked  bravery.  Privates  Thacker, 
company  *' G,"  and  Henry  Melton,  company  "'F,"  nineteenth  Vir- 
ginia, deserve  notice. 

I  omitted  to  state  that  a  good  many  of  the  brigade  did  not  hear  the 
order  to  "  halt,"  when  given,  and  kept  on  in  pursuit  of  the  flying 
foe.  When  about  six  hundred  yards  from  our  advanced  lines,  these, 
whc^s^gaijoined  by  many  stragglers  from  other  brigades,  were  charged 
by  a  squajiiron  of  United  States  cjivalry ;  but  our  boys,  though  scat- 
tered in  every  direction,  waited  until  they  approached  within  about 
scventy.five  yards,  when  a  volley  caused  them  to  break  and  fly  in 
all  directions,  leaving  many  men  and  horses  dead  upon  the  field. 
They  did  not  attempt  a  second  charge. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  STRANGE, 

Colonel,  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  STRANGE  OF  OPERATIONS  OF 
THIRD  BRIGADE  IN  THE  BATTLE  OF  JUNE  30,  186.:. 

Headquarters  Th^rd  Brigade,  Second  Division,  > 

July  15,  1862.      5 

Major  G.  M.  §orrel, 

Assi&tant  Adjutant  General: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  third 
brigade  in  the  engagement  of  Monday,  June  3ii,  1862. 

It  -wafbrought  up  confronting  the  enemy  on  the  Darbytown  road, 
in  line  of  battle,  about  four,  P.  M,,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hun- 
ton,  eighth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers;  was  then  halted  and 
.ordered  to  lie  down,  while  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  to  ascer- 
tain the  exact  position  of  the  enemy's  forces.  Soon  after,  ('aptain 
Dcaring'a  battery  came  into  position  directly  in  front  of  us,  and 
onened  with  such  a  destructive  fire  that  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
was  soon  forced  to  retire  to  another  position,  leaving,  as  it  afterwards 
appeared,  a  limber  upon  the  field.  We  wer^  then  exposed  to  a  most 
furious  cannonade  for  an  hour  or  more,  sustaining,  however,  but  lit- 
tle damage.  About  five  o'clock,  ColonOl  Iluoton  gave  the  orSer  to 
charge,  to  which  the  respective  regiments  responded  with  alacrity ; 
but  after  proceeding  across  an  open  field,  exposed  to  grape  and  shell, 
we  entered  a  skirt  of  woods,  where  we  were  halted  s«n<l  then  or- 
dered to  march  by  the  right  flan|c,  which  was  done,  until  the  brigade 
had  crossed  to  the  right  of  the  Darbytown  road,  when  we  changed 
direction  to  the  front,  but  over  such  broken  ground  and  through  an 
almost  impassable  marsh,  as  well  as  encountering  a  b-igade  in  full 
retreat,  which  forced  its  way  through  our  ranks,  that  the  command 
was  thrown  into  confusion.  After  passing  through  the  marsh,  the 
line  was  again  formed ;  but  before  f-tarting  forward,  a  column  of  the 
enemy,  posted  in  the  woods  on  our  right  flank,  opened  fire  upon  us, 
while  the  batteries  threw  a  shower  of  grape  into  us  through  the  open 
field  in  front,  to  avoid  which,  and  gain  cover,  we  marched  by  the  left 
flank,  by  order  of  Colonel  Strange,  who,  at  this  point,  took  command, 
by  request  of  General  Pickett's  aids,  as  Colonel  Hunton  had  become 
separated  from  the  command,  not  being  able  to  keep  up  on  account  of 
exhaustion,  proceeding  from  his  enfeebled  condition,  to  a  point  of 
woods  which  afforded  shelter,  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  I  then  ordered  the  brigade  forward  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, under  cover  of  this  wood,  and  on  emerging  from  it,  discovered  a 
largl  force  approaching  one  of  the  batteries,  which  seefhed  deserted. 
Thinking  oar  forces  were  in  the  wood  in  front  engaging  the  enemy,  aa 
there  was  hot  firing  there,  I  assumed  that  these  in  their  rear  were 
friends,  until  convinced  to  the  contrary  by  the  open,  honest  display 
of  the  *'  old  flag;  "  whereupon  I  ordered  a  fire  and  a  charge,  drove 
them  from  the  battery  back  to  their  line  in  the  woods  beyond.  I  re- 
gret, though,  that  in  this  fire,  wo  had  to  kill  nearly  all  the  fine  horses 
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attached  to  the  battery.  Upon  capturing  this  tattery.  Adjutant  Mc- 
Cullock,  of  the.  eighteenth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  asked  my 
permission  to  turn  the  guns  on  the  retreating  enemy;  but  being  sat- 
isfied that  we  had  friends  in  front,  and  not  knowing  the  exact  posi- 
fion,  I  prohibited  it  for  fear  of  doing  .more  damage  to  our  own  troops 
than  to  thft  enemy,  I  gave  permission  afterwards,  ju3t  before  dark, 
to  turn  the  guns  upon  the  foe,  which  was  done,  and  a  continuous  fire 
kept  up  until  about  half  past  eight,  P.  M.,  when  night  closed  the 
conflict. 

Among  those  whose  names  deserve  special  mention  for  courage  and 
daring,  I  find  commended  by  their  commanders: 

Adjutant  R.  McCuHock,  Lieutenant  company  B,  eighteenth  reg- 
iment Virginia  volunteers;  ex-Lieutenant  Richard  Fergu30|||  volun- 
teer, same  command. 

Privates  John    Lightner,  company  B,  Bowjer,   company  F, 

N.  W.  Ilerndon,  company  F,  William  Campbell,  company  F,  nine- 
teenth regiment  Virginia  volunteers. 

Lieutenant  J,  W.  Jones,  company  B,  fifty-sixth  regiment  Virginia 
volunteers.  ' 

Private  Royall  Lockett,  company  G,  fifty-sixth  regiment  Virginia 
volunteers.  ♦ 

I  would  also  bring  to  your  notice  the  name  of  Captain  Charles 
Pickett,  A.  A.  G.,  who  acted  with  the  most  conspicuous  gallantry, 
carrying  a  flag  by  my  side  at  the  head  of  the  brigade,  on  foot,  (hav- 
ing lost  his  horse,)  and  urging  forward — all  the  time  forward — until 
shot  down,  seriously  wounded,  and  then  begging  tUose  who  went  to 
bear  him  off  the  field,  to  leave  him  and  go  to  the  front,  if  they  could 
not  carry  him  off  conveniently,  but  to  leave  him  his  flag,  which  ho 
still  belli,  and  let  him  die  there  under  its  folds.  Lieutenant  Sjmon- 
ton,  volunteer  aid,  also  acted  with  a  bravery  and  coolness  seldom 
equaled.  His  horse  wa3  shot  down  early  in  the  action,  but  still  ho 
exposed  himself  to  every  danger,  rallying  retreating  troops,  strag- 
glers, &c.,  and  in  every  way  rendering  the  most  efficient  service. 

The  brigade  carried  into  action  seven  hundred   and  twenty-fhreo 
muskets,  and  of  this  smill  number  the  loss  was   two  hundred   and^ 
twenty-eight,  including  four  officers  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  as 
by  the  accompanying  table  showing  the  loss  of  each  regiment. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  more  definite  instructions  bo 
given  to  aids  in  regard  to  the  delivery  of  orders,  so  as  to  ensure  their 
reception  through  the  proper  authorities.  A  failure  to  observe  this 
rule  often  creates  much  confusion. 

•  Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  STRANGE, 
•  Colonel,  comn\andiflg. 


GENERAL  WILCOX'S  REPORT  OF    BATTLE  OF  JUNE  27, 

1862. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Longstreet's  DIVISIO^^ 

July   13,  1862. 

Major  G.  M.  Sorral,  A.  A..  General : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  ray  biigade  in  the  battle  of  Friday,  the  27th  ultimo  : 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  the  brigade,  in  commcn 
with  the  other  brigades"  of  the  division,  moved  from  camp  on  the 
•Charlcfl  City  road  across  to  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike.  Here,  tho 
division  was  halted  and  remained  until  nearly  dark.  While  resting 
on  this  road,  and  between  the  hours  of  two  and  three,  P.  M.,  artil- 
lery Avas  heard  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville.  This  fire  contin- 
ued with  more  or  less  vivacity  till  nearly  dark,  during  much  of  which 
time  musketry  was  also  heard. 

Near  dark,  the  division  moved  down  the  turnpike,  crossed  tho 
Chickahominy,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  ^t  and  near  Mechanics- 
ville, tlie  enemy  having  been  driven  from  the  imurediat^*  vicinity  of 
this  place.  At  dawn  of  day,  the  following  morning,  (Friday,)  tho 
enemy  opened  fire  with  their  artillery,  and  continued,  for  more  than 
an  hour,  throwing  shot  and  shell  into  our  camp,  without,  however, 
causing  serious  inconvenience,  or  inflicting  any  loss. 

At  sunrise,  I  was  ordered,  by  the   Major   General   commanding,  to 
move,  with  my  brigade,  across  an  open  field,  down  the  Chickahominy, 
to  the   support  of  Generals   Pryor   and   Featherston,   distant   about 
a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  and  engaged  at  the  time  in  a  bri^k 
Bkirmish  with  the  enemy.      Arriving  at  the  position  occupied  by  tho 
brigades  of  Pryor  and   Featherston,  I   found   them   on  the  crest  of  a 
ridge,  in  a  pine  woods  ;  in  front  of  them  a  ravine,  through  which  raa 
a  small  stream,  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  with  the  MechanicsviHo 
turnpike.     This  stream   was   reported   as   impracticable  for  infantry. 
The  enemy  were  seen  in  rifle-pits,  and  behind   trees  on  the  crest  of 
hills  that  rose  rather  abruptly  from  the  far  side   of  this   stream,  and 
were   at  the    time  delivering   a  well-directed    and    brisk    fire   upon 
our  troops.     Halting  ray  brigade  in  rear  of  Pryor  and  Featherston,  I 
di-rected  a  company   of  the  eighth   Alabama  to  be  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers into  the  woods  skirting  the  Chickahominy,  to  tho  right,  and 
the  tenth  Alabama  was  moved  to  the  front  and  to  the  right  of  the  po- 
sitions of  Pryor   and    Featherston,  and  formed    in    the   woods  on  tho 
bank  of  the  little  stream  above  referred  to.      Neither  the  skirmisber.s 
nor  the  tenth  Alabama  met  any   of  the  caemy.     A  battery  of  artil- 
lery was  no ^  ordered  into   position,  on  the   ridge  where  the  two  ad- 
vanced brigades  were   thtfn  under   fire  of  the   enemy's  sharpshooters. 
This  battery  opened  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the-  enemy.     Tho 
Thomas  artillery,  Captain  Anderson,  of  my  brigade,  was  also  placed 
in  battery,  and  commenced  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  tho  enemy's 
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infantry,  who  were  soon  dispersed.  The  Thomas  artillery  fired  of 
shot  and  shell  one  hundred  and  fifty  rounds,  losing  one  man  killed  by 
the  eiiomy's  sharpshooters,  while  gallantly  floing  his  duty,  Corporal 
Bartlctt,  a  brave  soldier. 

'  At  this  time,- orders  were  received  from  the  Major  General  com- 
manding, for  the  three  brigades  to  advance  down  the  Chickahominy. 
The  stream  in  front  being  impracticable  for  artillery,^  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  construct  a  bridge.  The  sleepers  of  an  old  bridge  that  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  were  found  near  the  stream,  and  plank 
from  abandoned  bivouacs  of  the  enemy  a  short  distance  in  rear;  axes, 
epades  and  nails-  were  furnished  by  one  of  the  batteries,  and  a  detail 
from  the  eighth  Alabama,  and  in  les3  than  thirty  minutes  the  bridge  was 
rebuilt,  and  the  brigades,  together  with  their  batteries,  crossed  the 
stream  safely.  The  Major  General  commanding  now  assumed  direct' 
control,  and  ordered  the  advance  in  line  of  battle  down  the  Chicka- 
hociny — my  brigade  on  the  right,  three  regiments  in  line  of  battle, 
one  near  the  Chickahominy,  and  the  fourth  in  rear  of  the  centre  of 
my  line;  Pryor's  brigade  in  line  on  my  left.  .  Having  advanced  nearly 
one  mile,  a  house  was  passed,  the  occupants  of  which  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  just  left  it,  and  that  they  were  drawn  up  in  line  in 
the  woods  beyond.  M^^rigade,  passinc-  the  house,  entered  the  woods, 
and,  descending  for  a  hundred  or  t,wo  yards,  crossed  a  stream,  and 
then  ascending  a  steep  hill  for  four  or  five  hundred  yards,  emerged 
updu  an  open  field,  not  having  met  the  enemy.  Here  wc  found  a 
large  deserteil  camp  of  the  enemy,  in  which  was  found  forage,  bacon, 
flour  in  small  quantities,  and  boxes  of  valuable  medicines,  and  sur- 
gical instruments.  At  this  point,  troops  were  seen  cff.  to  our  left 
flank  and  front,  and  not  knowing  whether  they  were  friends  or  ene- 
emicrf,  a,  IimIl  was  made  for  a  few  minutes.  It  was  soon  ascertained 
that  it  was  a  part  of  Jackson's  forces,  Ewell's  division.  The  com- 
mand was  then  moved  forAvard,  my  ■  brigade  still  on  the  right,  and 
Pryor  to  the  left,  and,  inclining  more  to  our  right,  we  again  entered 
an  open  field.  Here  we  were  halted  by  the  Major  General  command- 
ing, and  from  this  place  we  could  see  the  Chickahominy  to  our  right,  and 
extending  far  to  our  front,  and  upon  the  far  side  troops  that  we  sup- 
posed to  be  our  friends.  Remaining  here  for  a  few  minutes,  wc  Avere 
moved  off,  by  the  left  flank,  about  one  mile,  and  here  being  joined  by 
Feaiherston's  brigade,  we  continued  our  advance,  following  a  road 
leading  through  a>  heavy  pine  forest,  in  which  it  was  again  supposed 
that  the  enemy  would  be  found.  Having  cleared  this  forest,  we  aY- 
rived  at  ihe  house  of  Dr.  Gaines;  beyond  this  house,  as  we  ap- 
proached it,  was  an  open  field  of  at  least  a  mile  in  extent,  and 
terminating  by  heavy  forest  and  marshy  ground,  bordering  the 
Chickahominy.  On  commanding  heights  beyond  the  Chickahominy, 
we  saw  what  we  supposed-  to  be  both  our  own' and  the  camp  of  the 
eneiry.  Slightly  to  the  left  of  Dr.  Gaines'  house,  the  field  was 
bounded  by  a  small  growth  of  trees,  and  th'e  field  ^gain  extended  to 
the  left,  leaving  a  thin  belt  of  timber  to  the  right,  and  fringing  the 
banks  of  a  small  stream,  the  ground  falling  rapidly  to  this  stream. 
After  ascending  gradually  for  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  yards;,  afl 
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it  was  approachc'i  from  the  Graines  house,  aad  after  cropsing  this  little 
Etreano,  the  gronnd  rose  quite  steep  and  was  covered  with  a  belt  of 
timber,  more  than  one  hundred  yards  deep,  and  io  rear  of  this  there 
came  a  field  extending  again  as  far  as  the  Chickahominy.  In  the 
open  field  extending  beyond  the  house  of  Dr.  Gain6s,  the  enemy's 
ekirmishers  could  be  distinctly  seen,  some  about  five  hundred  yards 
and  others  eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  yards — the  near  line  of. 
ekirmishers  being  in  front  of  the  timber  skirting  the  small  stream 
above  described.  At  Dr.  Gaines'  was  found  a  deserted  batterr,  which 
commanded  the  open  field  and  the  road  passing  this  house  down  to 
and  across  the  Oiiickahominy. 

We  had  now  advanced  from  Mechanicsville  about  six  miles,  the  en- 
emy's skirmishers  were  seen  in  our  front  and  we  were  here  halted 
with  instructiot\s  to  engage  the  enem-y's  skirmishers,  but  to  advance 
no  further  for  the  f)resent,  and  not  to  enter  into  a  general  action. 
General  i'ryor  threw  out  skirmishers  to  the  Iront,  and  firing  for  a 
short  time,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  withdrew.  A  battery  (Pryor's) 
was  now  brought  to  the  front,  and  from  a  commanding  position  in 
front  of  the  Gaines  house,  fired  across  the  open  field  to  the  forest 
beyond  and  bordering  on  the  Chickiihoininy.  The  enemy  were  seen 
in  this  woods,  but  no  fire  came  irom  this  quarter  in  reply  to  our  artil- 
lery;  but  a  battery  upon  an  eminence  beyond  the  Chickahorainy  soon 
began  to  return  our  fire.  This  was  a  battery  of  heavy  rifled  guns 
and  beyond  the  range  of  the  pieces  of  our  battery,  which  was  now 
withdrawn.  The  enemy's  tkirmishers  again  Appeared  in  small  num- 
bers withiu  five  or  six  hundred  yards  of  us  a»d  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill  in  front  of  the  small  stream  above  referred  to.  When  fired  upon 
they  would  fall  back-  behind  the  erest  of  the  hill  Eyad  would  sooa 
be  out  of  sigitt.  The  enemy's  battery  of  rifled  guns  on  the  heights 
beyond  the  Chickah«)miny  continued  to  fire,  but  without  doing  any 
injury,  although  the  shot  and  shell  would  frequently  fall  and  burst 
near  us. 

After  remaining  two  and  a  half, or  three  hours  near  the  Gaines 
house,  the  Major  Genpral  commanding  directed  i;hat  the  enemy's  skir- 
misliers  that  continued  to  re-appear  on  our  left  should. be  driven  in 
and  followed  to  their  support,  and  at  the  same  time  that  1  should  hold 
my  own,  Tryor's  and  Feathorston's  brigades  in  readiness  to  commence 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  when  firing  should  be  heard  on  our  extreme 
left.  One  of  General  Pryors  regiments  .was  ordered  to  advance 
against  the  skirmishers,  the  remainder  of  this  brigade  being  held  in 
reserve  in  clo'se  supporting  distance.  My  own  and  Featherston's 
brigades  were  brought  up  near  and  in  rear  of  Pryor.  Pryor's  regi- 
ment advancing  against  the  ekirmishers,  they  soon  fell  back  over  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  pursued  by  this  regiment.  .  Reaching  the  hill  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy,  it  here  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy  in  position 
and  drew  upon  itself  a  heavy  fir«  of  musketry,  thus  revealing  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  were  there  in  strong  fdk-ce.  The  regiment  was  soon 
withdrawn  to  the  rear  and  down  a  ravine  to  its  support  and  out  of  fitfl 
of  the  enemy's  infantry.  The  enemy  did  not  follow.  I  now  made 
my    preparations     for    an     attack     upon     the    enemy,    intending 
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it  to  be  m:i(ie  witli  the  utmost  vigor  and  with  all  the  force  at  my 
command.  My  brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front  and  two  regiments,, 
the  tenth  Alabama  .and  eleventh  Alabama — the  latter  on  the  right — : 
were  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  crest  of  the  hill  irom 
which  Pryor's  regiment  was  withdrawn  from  the  pursuit  of  the  en- 
emy's skirmishers.  Pryor's  brigade,  vrith  the  exception  of  one  regi- 
.ment,  (the  second  Florida,)  formed  in  line  on  the  left  of  mine,  the 
two  remaining  regiments  of  my  brigades,  the  eighth  and  ninth  Ala- 
bama— the  former  on  the  right — were  formed  in  rear  of  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  Alabama,  and  Featherston  in  rear  to  support  both  Pry- 
or's And  my  brigade.  It  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  this  placing 
of  troops  in  position  to  attack  the  enemy  was  made  under  a  brisk  en- 
filading fire  of  artillery  from  the  enemy's  batteries  of  rified  cannon 
from  the~heights  beyond  the  Chickahominy.  Our  troops  behaved  ad- 
mirably under  this  fire,  no  confusion  or  disorder  bfeing  p3rceptible  in 
their  ranks.  Every  preparation  being  made  for  a  vigorous  attack, 
firing  was  now  heard  on  our  left,  which  was  the  signal  for  our 
advance,  and  the  order  was  immediately  given.  Oar  men  moved  for- 
ward in  admiable  order,  preserving  their  alignments  perfectly.  As- 
•cending  the  crest  of  the  hill,  they  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy, 
and  were  instantly  met  by  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire  of  infantry 
within  less  than  one  hundred  j'ards.  Our  men  now  make  a  dash  at 
the  enemy  and  the  conflict  begins  with  an  ardor  and  determination  on 
our  part  that  could  not  fail  to  inspire  the  utmost  confidence  in  those 
that  witnessed  it.  x^othing  could  surpass  the  valor  and  impetuosity 
of  our  men.  They  oticounterod  the  enemy  in  large  force  directly  in 
their  front,  behind  two  lines  of  breastworks,  the  second  overlooking 
the  first,  and  fr^m  behind  this,  as  well  as  the  fir«t,  a  close  and  terrible 
fire  of  musketry  is  poured  in  upon  them.  The  bed  of  the  small 
stream  at  their  feet  and  between  them  and  the  enemy  is  used  as  a 
rifle-pit  and  from  this  a  strong  line  of  fire  is  also  brought  to  bear  on 
us.  Thus  exposed  to  three  lines  of  fire,  they  bravely  confront  it  all 
and  press  forward  and  close  in  upon  the  enemy.  Now  there  is  a  slight 
halt  and  some  wavering,  and  a  few  men  give  way,  but  a  second  sup- 
porting lino  IB  near.  The  eighth  and  ninth  Alabama  press  on  in  rear 
of  the  tenth  and  eleventh  Alabama,  and  Featherston  in  rear  of  Pryor. 
The  first  impulse  is  more  than  redoubled  ;  other  brigades  come  in  on 
the  left  of  Pryor,  and  in  rear  of  where  we  are  so  hotly  engaged  ;  our 
men  still  press  on  with  ui\abated  fury  ;  the  enemy  at  length,  with  but 
a  few  yards  between  themselves  and  our  men,  are  shaken  and  begin 
to  yeild  ;  our  men,  full  of  c onfideuce,  rush  with  irrfisistible  force 
upon  him,  and  he  is  driven  from  his  rifie-pitj,  pell-mell,  over  his  first 
breastwork  of  logs,  and  here  he  vainly  attempts  to  reform  and  show  a 
bold  front,  but,  closely  followed  hy  our  men,  he  yeilds  and 
is  driven  over  and  beyond  .his  second  parapet  of  logs  into 
the  standing  timber  and  finally  into  the  open  field.  Now,  for 
the  first  time,  cheers  are  he^-d  'from  our  troops  ,and  the  enemy  is 
driven  from  his  strong  position.  Our  loss  has  been,  up  to  this  time, 
severe,  but  now  the  enemy  is  made  to  sufi'er,  no  longer  screened  by 
his  breastworks  or  standing    timber,  his    slaughter   is  terrible ;   our 
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men  have  n^  diflScuIty  iu  chasing  him  before  them  in  every  and  all 
directions.  The  precision  of  our  fire  is  now  demonstrated  clearly;  the* 
numbers  of  the  enemy's  dead  in  regular  lines  mark,  in  some  places 
distinctly,  Avhere  the  lines  of  battle  of  their  different  regiments  were 
formed.  The  enemy,  yielding  in  all'  directions,  loses  his  battery  of 
Napoleon  guns,  many  prisoners  are  taken,  we  pursue  them  far  across 
the  open  field  to  the  woods  of  the  swamps  of  the  Chickahominy,  and 
the  pursuit  is  only  arrested  by  night.  The  victory  is  complete,  -the 
enemy  is  repulsed  and  pursued  at  every  point,  and  those  that  escape 
falling  into  our  hands  do  so  under  the  cover  of  the  darkness  of  the 
uip.ht. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  beg  to  say  that  the  magiiificent  cour- 
age of  our  men  as  displayed  in  this  action,  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 
To  properly  appreciate  the  gallantry  of  those  that  aided  in  the  achieve- 
ment of  this  brilliant  victory,  we  have  only  to  examine  the  position 
occupied  by  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  to  recall  the  fact  that*the  open 
f.eld  oveB  which  our  men  advanced  was  swept  by  a  direct  fire  of  artil- 
lery, ^shot,  shell,  grape  and  cannister  from  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
infantry. -and  from  an  enfilade  fire  from  batteries  6r  rifle  cannon  from 
beyond  the  Chickahominy. 

The  enemy's  infantry,  as  previously  stated,  occupied  the  bed  of  a 
small  stream  as  a  rifle-pit,  and  on  the  ascending  ground  in  rear  of 
this  were  two  lines  of  log  breastworks,  behind  which  were  sheltered-, 
in  comparative  security,  heavy  masses  of  their  infantry.  Their  lines 
of  infantry  fire  could  thus  be  used  against  our  men  at  the  same  time, 
and  within  less  than  a  hundred  yards.  In  driving  the  enemy  from 
this  strong  position,  our  loss  was  heavy;  but  we  should  be  profoundly 
grateful  that  it  was  not  more  so. 

In  closing  this  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  27th  ultimo,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  that  the  general  good 
conduct  of  both  oSicers  and  men,  renders  it  difficult  to.  mention 
specially  the  names  of  those  most  distinguished,  without  injustice  to 
others  perhaps,  equally  deserving  of  such  notice. 

It  becrnes  my  painful  duty  to  rtfjport  that,  eaily  in  the  action,  the 
commander^  of  my  two  leading  regiments,  the  tenth  and  the  eleventh 
AlabiiHia.  fell  while  leading  their  regiments,  closely  and  heroically 
confronting  the  enemy  in  his  stronghold.  The  former.  Colonel  J.  J. 
Woodward,  tenth  Alabama,  dead,  (shot  through  the  head;),  the  latter, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  T.  Hale,  eleventh  Alabama,  severely  (perhaps 
mortally)  wounded  ;  left  arm  and  shoulder  broken  and  left  leg  broken. 
These  two  regiments  received'the  first  vclleys  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
suff"ercd  more  on  this  part  of  the  field  than  the  two  following  regi- 
ments. 

The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  brigade  has  been  forVrarded  i 
before  this.  Of  the  officers  killed  and  severely  wounded,  I  may  men- 
tion  the  names  of  Captain  W.  W.  Lee,  tenth  Alabama,  mortally 
wounded,  (since  dead;)  Lieutenant  W.  C,  Faith,  eleventh  Alabama, 
killed  ;  Captain  Thomas  Phelan,  Lieutenant  C.  M.  Maynard,  Lieu- 
tenant Lane  and    Lieutenant  %\ugustu3  Jan^en,  of  eighth  Alabama, 
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killed  ;  Captain  E.  Y.  Hill,  ninth  Alabama,  vras  killed  fa^  in  advance 
on  the  field.  Of  the  dangerously  wounded,  are  Captain  Hameon,  Lieu- 
tenant McHugh  and  Lieutenant  McGratb,  of  eighth  Alabama;  Cap- 
tkin  Hobbs,  ninth  Alabama;  Lieutenant  Shelly,  adjutant  tenth  Ala- 
bama and  Lieutenant  Wayland,  quartermaster  of  ninth  .  Alabama, 
severely  v^-ounded.  The  latter  officer's  duties  did  not  rcifnire  his 
presence  with  his  regiment  in  battle,  but  he  volunteered  for  it,  and , 
setved  with  his  company,  (Captain  Ilobbs')  with  great  coolness  and 
courage.  This  officer  served  in  like  manner  at  the  battle  of  the  Seven 
Pines. 

The  casualties  among  the  officers  of  the  brigade  number  iri  killed, 
eight  ;  wounded,  thirty-five.  Officers  and  ni'en  iilled,  one  hundred 
and  seventeen;  wounded,  four  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  fourrais- 
ging — making  an  aggregate  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-foUY  killed, 
wounded  and  missing  This  loss  occurring  in  a  force  of  about  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

After  the  fall  of  Colonel  Woodward,  the  command  of  ihe  tenth 
Alabama,  devolved  upon  Major  Caldwell,  and  after  the  woundjng  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hale,  the  command  of  the  eleventh  Alabama,  de- 
volved on  Captain  Field.  Major  Williams  was  in  command  of  the 
ninth  Alabama,  and,  late  in  the  evening,  before  the  battle  was  won, 
left  the  field  sick.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Royston,  commanding  the 
eighth  Alabama,  was  with  his  regiment  during  the  entire  engagement, 
and  commanded  it  with  great  courage  and  good  judgment,  and  the 
losses  sustained  by.  this  regiment,  the  weakest  in  numbers,  is  evidence 
of  the  severity  of  the  contest  in  which  it  was  engaged. 

Among  the  medical  officers  on  duty  with  the  brigade,  I  may  call  to 
your  favorable  notice,  Surgeon  Royston,  eighth  Alabama,  acting  as 
brigade  surgeon  ;  Surgeon  Miner,  ninth  Alabama,  and  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Saunders,  eleventh  Alabama.  These  officers  were  prompt  and 
efficient  in  providing  for  arfd  attending  the  wounded,  and  are  all  men 
of  marked  skill  in  their  profession. 

To  my  personal  staff.  Captain  W,  A.  Harris,  A*.  A,  General,  .and 
Lieutenant  Walter  E,  Winn,  eleventh  Alabama,  aid-de-camp,  my 
thanks  are  especially  due,  for  asHstance  cheerfully  rendered  at  all 
times  during  the  engagement.  . 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  right  wing 
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Headquarteks  Fourth  Bmgade,  Longstreet's  Division,  )' 

July  2\,  1862.       J 

Major  Gr.  M.  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  the  3l)th  ultimo  : 

Having  remained  on  the  battle-field  the  night  of  the  2?th  ultimo, 
%nd  the  following  day  and  night,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  June, 
(Sunday,)  my  brigade,  in  common  with  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division,  recrossing  the  Chickahominy  near  the  Graines  house,  marched 
across  the  Nine-mile  road,  the  York  River  railroad,  the  Williams- 
burg and  Charles  City  roadg,  and  encamped  for  the  night  on  the 
Darbytown  or  Central  road,  near  the  farm  of  Mr.  Atlee,  having  made 
eom  ten  or  twelve  miles 

The  march  was  resunied  early  the  next  morning,  and  continued 
until  about  two  o'clock,  V.  M.  It  being  now  evident  that  the  enemy 
was  in  front  of  ii3,aud  not  far  distant,  my  own,  Generals  Pryor 
and  Featherston's  brigades  were  ordered  to*take  positions  in  line  of 
battle,  on  the  loft,  of  the  road.  Before,  however,  getting  into  posi- 
tion, a  second  order  was  given  to  return  to  the  road,  and,  after  ad- 
vancing about  one  mile  further,  wo  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods,  with  a  field  in  front  of  us,  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  to  the  left  of  General  Pickett's  brigade.  We  remained  in  this 
position*  for  two  or  three  hours.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the 
front,  and  some  firing  ensued  between  ^lem  and  those  of  the  opposing 
forces  ii  was  now  near  five  o-clock,  P.  M.,  and  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery began  to  fire.  Shot  and  shell  passed  over  and  fell  beyond  us, 
some  explo'iing  near  us.  One  of  our  batteries  was  placed  in  position 
on  the  road  in  front,  and  replying  to  tkc  fire  of  the  enemy,  continued 
for  nearly  an  hour,  but  as  a  heavy  forest  intervened,  but  little  effect  was 
produced  on  either  side.  At  length,  near  si.x  o'clock,  P.  M.,  (twenty 
minutes  of  six,)  I  saw  the  brigade  (Pickett's)  on-  my  right  advance 
across  the  open  field,  in  front,  and  I  was  ordered  to  fjrm  line  in  the  same 
field,  the  line  being  at  right  angles  to  the  road  upon  which  we  had  been 
marching.  The  brigade'  was  soon  formed  in  line,  as  directed,  and  I  was 
then  informed  that  General  Featherston's  brigade  had  been  ordered  to 
extend  to  the  left,  with  the  view  of  communicating  with  General 
linger,  and  that  I  must  also  close  in  to  the  left ;  bftt,  a  minute  affeir- 
wards,  I  was  ordered  by  General  R.  H.  Anderson  to  advance  with  my 
brigade  to  the  support  cf  other  brigades  then  engaging,  or  moving 
forward  to  engage,  the  enemy.  JTwice  was  the  order  given  to  close 
to  the  left,  and  twice  to  move  forward — my  brigade  being,  in  the 
meantime,  in  line,  and  under  a  brisk  artillery  fire  of  shot  and  shell. 
Finally,  I  was  directed    to  obey   General  Anderson's  order,  and  to 
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move  to  the  front.  The  order  was  new  given  to  "forward,"  and  the 
brigade  was  marched  in  line  across  the  field  to  the  woods.  Finding 
this  so  thick  with  undergrowth  that  a  forward  movement,  in  line  of 
battle,  was  impracticable,  the  order  was  given  for  the  regiments  to 
move  "by  the  right  of  companies  to  the  front."  Marching  in  this 
manner,  they  made  iheir  way  slowly  for  one  or  two  hundred  yards, 
until  the  woods  became  more  open.  At  this  place  I  met  General 
Anderson"  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  press  on  directly  to  the  front, 
I  was  aware  that  the  enemy  was  in  my  front,  but  as  to  the  distance, 
his  strength,  the  position  of  his  batteries,  and  their  supports,  I  knew 
nothing.  I  had  no  knowledge  as  to  the  character  oy  topography  of 
the  ground  over  which  I  had  to  march  in  the  executian  of  my  orders. 
Marching  directly  to  the  front,  as  ordered,  and  being  guided  alone  by 
the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  shot  and  shell  from  which  passe^^ 
over,  and  often  very  near,  without,"  however,  causing  any  casualties. 
I  had  not  advanced  more  than  two  hilndre  1  yards,  when  1  found  that 
two  of  my  regiments  were  on  the  right  and  two  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  (Long  Bridge  road,)  which  ran  in  the  direction  of  my  line  of 
march.  The  v,'oods  on  either  side  were  so  thick  as  to  prevent  my 
seeing  well  the  extreme  right  and  left  regiments.  The  road^  now  de- 
scending slightly  for  some  distance,  at  length  crossed  a  small  stream, 
in  the  bed  of  which  rails  had  been  thrown  to  fill  it  up,  so  as  to  allow 
wagons  and  artillery  to  pass.  This  stream,  on  the-right  of  the  road, 
v,-as  boggy,  and  with  a^dense  growth  oi  trees  in  it,  rendering  it  diffi- 
cult for  the  regiments  on  this  side  to  make  their  way  through  it.^  We 
WQre  now  under  a  close,  fire  of  artillery,  the  grape-shot  coming  thick 
and  fast  through  the  trees.  Having  crossed  the  little  stream  above 
referred  to,  (on  the  left  the  woods  Avcre  less  dense,  being  small  and 
scattered  pine,)  and,  ascending  slightly  for  some  distance,  we  caine  to 
a  field  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  the  enemy's  infantry,  in  the  woods 
on  the  left  of  this  field,  oper^ed  a  brisk  and  close  fire  upon  the  left 
regiment  of  my  line.  This  regiment,  the  eighth  Alabama,  halted  and 
engaged  the  enemy  at  this  point.  In  this  field,  about  three  hundred 
yards  to  the  front  and  one  hundred  yards  to  .the  left  of  the  road,  was 
a  house,  and  beyond  the  house.,  abont  two  hundred  yards  more,  was  a 
six-gun  battery  of  the  enemy.  This  battery  had  an  opea  field 
of  fire,  the  ground  in  front  being  perfectly  level.  .  The  eighth  Ala- 
bama being  engaged  with  the  enemj^  the  eleventh  Alabama,  the 
next  regiment  to  it,  continued  to  advance,  and  entering  upon  the 
open  field,  came  within  full  view  of  the  six-gun  battery  on  this  side 
(the  left)  of  the  road.  This  battery  began  at  once  a  rapid  discharge 
of  grape  and  canister  upon  this  regiment.  It  did  not  halt  an  instant, 
but  continued  to  advance  steadily  and  rapidly,  and  without  firing, 
unlil  it  approache*d  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  when  it 
gave  loud  cheers,  and  made  a  rush  for  the  guns.  Halting  for  an  instant 
in  front  of  it,  they  fire  upon  the  battery  and  infantry  immediately 
in  rear  of  it,  and  then  make  a  successful  charge  upon,  and  take,  the 
battery.  The  enemy's  infantry,  all  in  the  woods,  in  heavy  force 
beyond,  and  two  hundred  yards  distant,  ancl  in  the  woods  skirting  the 
field  to  the  left  of  the  battery  and  not  so  far,  and  here,  in  like  manner, 
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in  strong  force.  The  enemy  ha^-e  a  direct  and  fi^.nk  fire  upon  this 
regiment,  now  at  the  battery.  The  two  rcariments  on  the  ricjht  of  the 
roau  continued  steadily  to  advance  through  tlic  wood?,  which  extended 
along  the  road  side  to  within  one  hundred  yards' of  a  second  six-gun 
battery,  this  battery  being  nearly  opposite  to  the  one  on  the  left,  of 
the  road,  and  some  two  hundred  yards  distant  fron)  it.  Halting  for 
a  few  minutes  in  the  woods  fronting  this  battery  to  deliver  their  fire, 
these  regiments,  the  ninth  and  tenth  Alabama,  charge  upon  and  take 
this  also — th-e  enemy's  .infantry  supports  being  driven  ba-ck.  Both 
these  batteries  were  now  in  our  possession,  having  been  carried  in  the 
most  gallant  manner,  jhe  men  and  officers  behaving  with  the  most  de- 
termined courage    and   irre  istible   impetuosity      The  taking  of   the 

•battery  on  the  rightof  the  road  was  not  attended  by  such  a  bloody 
strife  as  followed  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  one  on  the  left  ;  for 
here  tho  enemy  had  not  the  heavy  pine  forest  so  close  in  rear  and  on 
one  fl;ink,  in  which  he  could  retire,  reform,  and  then  renew  the  con- 
flict, with  increased  numbers.  On  the  contrary,  the  pine  was  in  our 
possession,  and  our  men,  under. cover  of  it,  were  within  one  hundred 
yards  of,  and  in  front  of,  the  battery.  The  field  extending  far  off  to 
our  right,  «nd  the  timber  in  rear  of  the  battery  being  more  distant, 
ether  brigades,  too,  were  on  our  right  engaging  the  enem}',  but  none 
on  our  loft  and  near  the  batteries. 

The  battery  on  the  left  of  the  road  was  the  first  taken.  The  eleventh 
Alabama,  had  experienced  scvei»e  loss  in  crossing  the  open  field  while 
advancing  ;>g:iinst  this  battery.  Here,  the  enemy,  at  fiist  repulsed  and 
driven  from  the  batter^-,  retire  to  the  woods,  both  on  our  left  nnd  in  rear 
of  the  battery,  and  from  there,  under  shelter  of  the  woods,  and,  with  su- 
perior numbers,  deliver  a 'terrible  and  destructive- fire  upon  this  regi- 
ment. 'With  its  ranks  sadly  thinned,  it  heroically  stands  its  ground 
and  returns  the  enemy's  fire  with  telling  effect;  the  latter,  undercover 
of  trees  on  our  left  fljsnk  and  directly  in  our  front,  confident  and  bold 
from  their  superior  strength,  iind  seeing  this  regiment  isolated  and 
unsupported,  now  advance  from  their  cover  against  it.  Our  men  do 
not  fly  from  their  prizQ  so  bravely  and  dearly   won,    overwhelnjed  by 

, superior  numbers;  but  with  a  determination  and  courage  unsurpassed, 
they  stubbornly  hold  their  ground,  men  and  oflicers  alike"  engaging  in 
the  most  desperate  personal  conflict^  wit#l  the  enemy.  The  sword  and 
bayonet  are  freely  used  ;  Captain  \V.  C.  Parker  .had  two  successive 
encounters  with  Federal  officers,  both  of  whom  he  felled  with  his 
sword  ;  and,  beset  by  others  of  the  enemy,  he  was  severely  wounded, 
having  receiveil  two  bayonet  wounds  in  the  breast  and  one  in  his  side, 
an<l  a  musket  wound  breaking  his  ]^t't  thigh  Lieutenant  Michie  had 
a  hand  to  hand  collision  with  an  oiiicer.  and,  having  just  dealt  a  severe 
blow  upon  his  adversary,  he  fell,  cut  over  the  head  with  a  sabre  bay- 
onet, from  behind,  and  had  afterwards  thre«  bayonet  wounds  io  the 
face  and  two  in  the  breast — all  severe  wounds,  which  he  survived, 
however,  for  three  days.  Many  of  the  men  received,  and  gave  in 
return,  bayonet  wounds. 

_     Having  assaulted  and  carried  this  battery,  and  driven  the  infantry 

^into  the  woods  to  the  left  and  beyond,  they  hold  it  until  the  enemy 
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reform  and  return  in  superior  force,  and  now  they  resist  in  a  hand  to 
hand  conflict  with  the  utmost  perriaacir.y.  There  are  no  supports  for 
them  ;  no  reinforcements  come,  and  they  are  at  length  forced  to  yield 
and  retire  to  the  pine  woods  on  tlie  right  of  the  road,  and  in  rear,  some 
cue  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards,  the  enemy  not  pursuing, 
having  left  deaiJ  upon  this  field,  in  the  battery  and  its  vicinity,  in 
front  and  in  rear  beyond  it,  Captain  J,  H.  M.  Wath,  Captain  S.  E. 
Bell, -Captain  T.  II.  Holcomb,  Captain  W,  M  Reatton,  Lieutenant  A. 
B.  Cohen,  commanding  company.  Lieutsnant  A  N.  Steele  and 
Lieutenant  Michie,  commanding  company,  were  both  mortally  wounded 
and  since  dead.  Captain  J.  C.  Q.  Saunders  and  Captain  W.  C.  G, 
Parker  severely  w6unde<l,  and  also  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Prince,  com- 
manding company,  slightlj^  and  Lieutenant  R.  11.  Gordon,  danger-  • 
ouslj'.  Forty-nine  privates  killed,  and  Lieutenant  lligginbotham  and 
eleven  privates  t,akon  prisoners. 

The  eleventh  Alabama  retired,  as  above  stated,  to  the  right  of  the 
road  into  the  pine  wcods,  and  there,  together  with  the  ninth  and  tenth 
Alabama,  remained.  From  this  position,  the  battery  on  the  right  of 
the  road  was  in  full  view,  and  'not  more  than  one  hundred  yarda 
distant. 

The  enemy  made  no  effort  to  retake  this  battery,  though  tTieir  in- 
fantry continued  to  fire  at  long  range  upon  our  men  then  in  the  pino 
woods  •    . 

The  eighth  Alabama,  as  e.xidaihed  previously,  became  engaged  with 
the  enemy's  infantry  before  reaching  the  batteiies  and  contending 
against  superior  forces,  maintainel  its  ground  until  regiments  from 
General  Pryor's  brigade;  and  afterwards  Feaihe'rston's,  arrived  on  thia 
part  of  the  field.  The  seventy  of  the  fight'  at  this  point  of  the  field 
is  evident  from  the  loss  sustained  by  this  regiment. 

It  was  now  sunset,  ai.d  other  troops  arriving  upon  the  field,  my 
brigade,  with  ammuniiion  now  quite  exhausted,  were  withdra-wn  for 
Sonic  one  hundred  apd  fifty  or  two  hundred  jards,  and  ihere  remained 
until  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  they  were  v.'ithdrawn  from  the  field, 
other  and  fresh  troops,  in  siuificient  force,  hijvjng  arrived,  and  the 
enemy  having  been  driven  back  from  the  field  far  to  the  rear. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  assuring  the  Major  General  com- 
manding that,  on  this  ocoa,sio»,  both  ofiicers  and   men'of  my    brigade 
behaved  with  remarkable  coolness  and  gallantry,  and  I  beg  to  call  his 
attention  to  the  fact   that  two  of  tho  enemy's   batteries,  of  six   guns 
each,  Vere  taken,  and  if  one  of  them  m'hs  retaken,  it  was   only  owing 
to  the  fact  that  overwhelming  numbers  were  brought  to  bear  against  a 
solitary  regiment,  unsupported,  and   which    entered   this  engagement 
with  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men,  of  which  number^one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  were  killed   and   wounded.       Among    wbom  wa3 
the   commander   of  the   regiment,    Captain    Field,    who  received  two 
wounds,  one  through   tho  leg  and  the  other  through  the  arm  ;   and  of  ■ 
the  ten  officers  commanding  companies,,  five  were  killed   on   the   field    . 
near  .the  battery,  one  has  since  died  of  his   wounds,    and   two  others 
were  severely  wounded,  and  one  slightly— there  being  but   one   com- « 
pany  commander  that  escaped   unhurt.      Although   this   battery  wa» 
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retaken,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  that  the  enemy  ever  again  used 
it  against  us.  The  other  battery  roinained  in  our  possession  and  the 
eneiny  marie  no  eftbrt  to  retake  it. 

Of  my  four  regimental  commanders,  all  were  wounded  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  bring  to  your  particular  notice  the  conduct  of  them  all  aa 
deserving  high  praise.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Royston,  commanding 
eighth  Alabama,  received  a*  severe  wound  from  a  fragment  of  a  shell; 
Major  Caldwell,  commanding  the  tenth  Alabama,  was  also  wounded 
by  a  piece  of  shell  striking  him  over  the  eye;  Captain  King,  com- 
mandii.'g  ninth  Alabama,  is  deserving  of  especial  praise  fgr  his  cool- 
ness and  bravery,  and  ho,  also,  received  a  severe  wound,  in  the  leg 
Other  officers  and  men  of  the  different  regiments  gave  evidence  of 
marked  courage  in  this  sanguinary»engagement. 

A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  this  battle  has  bt'en  forwmdcd 
before  this;  it  will  suffice  in  this  report  that  I  should  state  that  th^j 
total  loss  in  killed,  wcunded  and  missing  was  four  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-one, (of  which  si.Kteen  are  missing,  and  since  ascertained  to  have 
been  taken  prisoners.)  a  loss  proportionally  greater  than  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  27th  ultimo. 

Of  the  medical  officers  attached  to  the  brigi^de,  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  commend  to  your  favorable  notice,  Surgeoft  Royston,  eighth  Ala 
bama,  Surgeon  JVIinor,  ninth  Alabama,  Surgeon  Taylor,  tenth'  Ala- 
bama, and  Assistant  Surgeon  Saunders, eleventh  Alabama.  They  havft 
each  given  abun<lant  evidence  of  their  skill  and  untiring  industry  in 
the  treatment  and  constant  care  they  have  bestowed  upon  the  wounde<l 
of  their  respective  regiments. 

The  brigade  quartermaster  and  commissary.  Majors  Pierce  and 
Robertson,  were  active  and  efficient  in  providing,  promptly,  for  the 
wants  of  the  men  in  their  respective  departments. 

To  my  personal  stall,  Captain  W.  A.  Harris,  assistant  adjutant 
general,  and  Lieutenant  Walter  E.  Winn,  eleventh  Alabama,  aid-de- 
camp, my  thanks  are  due  for  efficient' service  cheerfully  ami  promptly 
rendered  at  all  times.  ^ 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  call  to  yoOr  favorable  notice,  private  James  C. 
Causly,  of  the  third  Virginia  cavaliy.  He  was  of  great  service  to 
me  in  the  transmi.ssion  of  orders  to  vwrious  parts  of  my  command,  and 
often  under  the  heaviest  fire.  Though  not  wounded,  bi,-.  clothing 
bears  evidence  of  the  dangers  through  which  he  has  passed,  being  fre- 
quently perforated  with  ^linnie  balls. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,    • 

Your  obedient  servant,' 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commnvding,.  tfc. 


REPORT  OF   GENERAL   FEATilERSTON  OF  OPERATION-S 
AROUND  RICHMOND.  '    . 

Richmond,  Jidy   12,  1862. 
M;ijor  C.  M.  SouRFX, 

As'iWnnt  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  In.  obedience  to  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  o!  the  part  taken  by  the  sixth  brig:ule  of  Major  General  Long- 
street's  division  in  the  late  battles  of  the  Chickahominy. 

AI)out  ten  o'clock,  on  the  nigUt  of  the  20ih  June.  I  crossed  the 
Ciiickiihominy  -with  ray  brigatie,  near  Mechanicsville,  haldng  not  far 
on  the  other  side.  Here  we  remained  until  about  two  o'clock  on  the 
morinng  of  the  27th,  when  I  was  ordered,  with  my  brigade,  to  relieve 
General  Ripley  and  his  command  as  soon  as  practicable.  1  imme<liately 
marched  to  General  Riple}'s  position^  which  was  about  three  fourths 
of  5  mile  to  the  right  of  the  road  we  travelled  to  Mechanicsville,  and 
about  the  same  distance,  from  the  town,  and  near  Beaver  Dam  creek, 
Eome  distance  above*  its  connection  with  the  Chickahominy. 
The  position  of  the  enemy  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  were  un- 
known to  me,  for  a  knowledge  of  which  I  was  dependent  upon  a  short 
interview  with  General  Ripley,  who  had  occupied  the  position  the 
evening  before  and  that  night  until  relieved  by  me  My  brii^dde  was 
placed  in  the  position  vacated  by  Gener::l  Ripley's  command,  which 
was  a  ridge  of  woodland  some  six  hundred  yards  in  length,  with  an 
average  breadth  of  some  ten  hundred  yards,  and  entirely  surrounded 
by  an  open  ficdd.  My  brigade  got  into  position  about  three  oV'iock 
in  the  morning  in  the  edge  of  the  woodland  fronting  Beaver  Dam 
creek.  Beaver  Dam  creek  was  not  more  than  from  one  to  two  hundred 
y-mh  in  front  of  this  portion  of -my  command  in  line  of  battle.  From 
ray  position  to  the  bank  of  the  crecic,  was  a  gradual  declivity.  After 
crossing  the  crock,  imraodiately  in  tay  fromt  the  ground  rose  by  a 
gradual  ascent  to  a  continuous  ridge,  the  summit  of  which  commanded 
the  position  occupied  by  me,  as  well  as  the  open  ground  surrounding 
my  position.-  Upon  this  summit  the  enemy  had  planted  his  artillery 
and  thrown  up  breastworks,  dug  rille'pits,  and  extending  down  in  the 
direction  of  the  creek,  General  Rryor,  with  his  brigade,  was  ordered 
to  take  position  in  my  rear,  to  support  rae  in  case  of  an  attack.  He 
took  position  in  the  field  not  far  in  my  rear,  very  soon  after  I  did. 
The  brigades  ^f  General  Ripley,  General  Pender  and  Colonel  Col-* 
quitt,  which  had  previously  occupied  the  ground,  were  withdrawn  as 
soon  as  my  brigade  and  (Jeneral  Pryor's  got  into  position.  Between 
daylight  and  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  enera;/  opened 
a  very  brisk  fire  of  musketi-y  on  my  brigade  from  the  right  to  the 
left ;  we  were  anticipating  the  attack.  Three  companies  of  skirmish- 
ers had  been  thrown  out  to  the  front  of 'my  lines,  and  the  entire  brig- 
ade had  been  orcjered  to  rest  in  line  with  guns  in  hand;  The  brigade 
advancccj  in  line  of  battle  a  few  steps  only,  in    the  direction   of  the 


347 

creek,  and  were  halied  in  the  edge  of  the  ■^^'oods,  near  the  open  field, 
and  returned  the  enftm3''s  fire.  Here  they  remained  in  position  about 
one  hour,  during  whioh  time  the  firing  was  rapid  on  both  sides,  and 
continuous.  The  enemy  appeared  to  bo  in  greatly  superior  numbers, 
judgino  from  the  firing  and  obstinate  and  determined  purpose  to  drive 
us  back,  if  possible.  As  soon  as  the  sun  arose  and  1  saw  the  nature 
of  the  ground  in  front  actd  the  position  of  the  enemy  beyond  the 
creek,  I  directed  Captain  Smith's  battery,  (third  Richmond  II>3wit- 
zers,)  attached  to  my  brigade,  to  be  placed  in  position  two  hundred 
yards  Irom  the  loft  wing  of  my  brigade,  and  return  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  which  was  then  playing  on  us  sharply.  This  was 
the  most  elevatonl  and  practicable  position  on  the  field  for,artillery. 
I  then  ordered  my  men  to  charge  the  enemy's  lines.  This  order  was 
promptly  executed  from  right  to  left,  the  men  moving  forward  in  an 
unbroken  line,  and  with  great  rapidity,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them  until  they  reached  Beaver  Dam  creek.  This  creek  could  be 
crossed  at  only  "a  few  places,  a  fact  unknown  to  me,  but  known  to  tho 
enemy.  Finding  it  impossible  to  crass  the  creek  in  line  on  account 
of  its  precipitous  banks,  the  command  was  ordered  to  halt  at  the 
creek,  where  it  was,  to  ?ome  extent,  protected  by  the  bank  of  the 
creek  and  its  skirting.  The  impossibility  of  passing  the  creek  in 
line,  fcr  the  reav^on  stated,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  reforming 
under  the  enemy"'s  fire  from  his  brestworks  and  rifle-pits,  now  in  easy 
range,  would  have  involved  a  loss  so  heavy  that  I  was  induced  to  halt 
the  men  in  this  partially  protected  position.  From  tny  position  in 
the  creek,  a  very  heavy  fire  on  both  sides  was  kept  up  for  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a  half,  when  the  enemy  retired  from  his  works  and  retreated 
rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Gaines'  farm,  or  Cold  Harbor,  down  the 
Chickahominy.  After  my  brigade  had  reached  'the  banks  of  Beaver 
Dam  creek,  I  directed  General  Pry  or  to  bring  his  brigade  into  action, 
who  informed  me  that  his  brigade  had  been  sent  forward,  and  that  he  had 
sent  to  Gen.  Longstreet  for  reinforcements.  On  returning  to  my  lines, 
I  found  one  of  his  regiments  on  the  hill,  and  directed  into  line  on  my 
right,  to  prevent  a  flank  jnovement  General  Pryor's  battery,  (the 
Donaklfionville,  Louisiana,  artillery,)  Avas^also  placed  in  position  near 
Smith's,  of  ray  brigade,  when  the  two  played  very  handsomely  on  the 
enemy's  lines,  keeping  up  a  constant  and  well  directed  fire.  Both 
companies  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  coolness,  and  displayed 
a  skiiPin  the  use  of  their  guns  highly  creditable  to  that  arm  of  the 
service.  After  a  protracted  and  heavy  firing  on  the  bank  of  the 
creek,  soipe  hour  and  a  half,  the  enemy  abandoned  their  works  and 
retreated,  as  I  have  already  stated.  Ile-e  the  firing  of  small  arms 
ceased.  About  this  time.  General  Wilcox's  brigade  came  up  as  a  re- 
inforcement The  battery  of  Wilcox's  brigade.  (Thomas"  artillery,) 
was,  also  placed  in  position,  and  fired  a  few  well  directed  shotsat  the 
retreating  foe.  -General  Wilcox  sent  one  of  his  regiraonts  down 
Beaver  Dam  creek,  on  our  right,  to  find  a  place  across  which  the 
brigades  might  pa/^s.  Some  dintance  below,  they  found  an  old  bridge 
which  had  been  torn  up  by  the  enemy,  but  was  rebuilt  in  an  Ijour  or 
two,  and  the  three  brigades  crossed  Beaver  Dam  creek  and  continued 
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the  m:ircli  in  pursujt  of  the  enemy  in  the  followii^g  or;ler,  viz  :  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  ill  front,  (who  after  his  arrival  was  senior  brigadier,) 
General  Vryor  next,  and  my  brigiide  in  the  rear. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  \<'ithout  expressing  my  admiration  of  the 
conduct  of  my  entire  brigade  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the 
action.  While  holding  this  portion  of  the  hill,  which  was  never  for 
a  moment  yielded,  they  were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  and  galling 
fire.  The  charge  was  made  in  excellent  order  and  a  good  line  was 
preserved,  and  continuing  the  fight  from  the  bank  of  the  creek  under 
a  very  heavy  fire  of  small  arms,  they  wera equally  co^l  and  eager  to 
advance  upon  tlie  enemy.  Captain  Smith  and  his  company,  (third 
Richmond  Howitzers,)  could  not  have  acted  better.  '  1  regret  to  say 
that  our  loss  in  killed  and  \>^ounded  was  comparatively  heavy.  A  list 
of  casualties  is  herewith  appended.  Major  Lilly,  who  was  if*  com- 
m;\ndof  the  twelfth  Mississippi  regiment,  was  wounded  while  gallantly 
and  coolly  discharging  his  duties,  at  the  head  of  the  regiment,  and 
hetiring  from  the  field,  left  the  command  to  the  senior  captain, 
(Thomas.)  Major  Mullins,  commanding  the  nineteenth  Missis- 
sippi regiment,  displayed  coolness,  courage  and  skill  in  the  command 
of  his  regiir.ent.  The  Mississippi  battalion,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  John  G.  Taylor,  could  not  have  had  a  more  gallant  and 
.tkiliful  ofliccr  to  direct  its  movements.  I  am  also  much  indebted  to 
my  volunteer  aids,  Captain  Parker  and.  Lieutenants  Sykes  and  Red- 
ding, for  their  valuable. services  on  that  occasion.  They  were  always 
ready  to  execute,  with  coolness  and  dispatch,  any  orders  delivered  to 
them.  I  regrvt  very 'much  that  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  Cap- 
tain George  P.  Foote,  who  had  been  by  my  side  all  the  time  on  the 
field,  was  killed  in  this  engagement.  He  fell  while  gallantly  leading 
c-ne  of  the  regiments  in  the  charge  far  in  advance  of  the  main  line. 
In  his  fall,  the  army  has  lost  a  gallant  and  skillful  officer,  society'  has 
lost  one  of  its  most  perfect  members,  and  the  Southern  Confederacy 
one  of  its  most  promising  young  men. 

For  a  list  of  those  who  particularly  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  fight,  as  well  as  the  ca^^ualties,  I  refer -you  to  the  lists  furnii^ed 
by  regimental  commanders,  herewith  attached. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.'  S.  FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier  Genera!,  commanding  Sixth  Brigade, 

Lorigstrecfs  Division. 


REPORT   OF    (iENERAL    FEATHERSTON    OF    BATTLE   OF 

■  JUNE  27,   lSb-2. 

Richmond,  July  12,  1862. 

Major  G.  M.  Sorrkl, 

A.  A.  General,  Major  General  Longstreefs  Division  :  . 

Sir  :  About  eleven  o'clock,  en  the  2Ttlj  June,  after  crossing  Beaver 
Dam  creek,  ray  brigade  moved ,  forward,  with  General  Loiigstreet's 
division,  in  the  direction  of  (laines'  fjirm  or  Cold  Harbor.  The  divis- 
ion was  halted  near  Ilogai^'s  farm.  Soon  after  the  division  was  halted. 
General  Pryor.  was  ordered  forward,  with  his  brigade,  to  Gaines' 
house  to  drive  back  some  skirmishers  and  a  body  of  the  enemy,  sup- 
posed to  be  in  a  skirt  of  wood  near  the  house.  General  Wilcox  and 
myself  were  ordered  forward  with  our  brigades  to  support  him,  the 
bah\ncc  of  the  division  remaining  in  a  line  at  Ilcgan's  farm. 

General  Pryor  advanced — General  Wilcox  and  my  brigade  close  in 
his  rear.  After  a  sharp  skirmish,  the  enemy  was  handsomely  driven 
from  the  skirt  of  woods  by  General  Pryor's  brigade. 

The  three  brigades  were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  artillery  fire  from 
the  enemy's  batteries,  pl.inted  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 
They  were,  therefore,  thrown  back  into  the  woods  in  rear  of  (lainea' 
•house,  (after  the  ^kirmisliers  had  been  driven  out  from  the  skirt  of  wood.s 
in  front)  to  await  further  orders  Here  they  remained  until  almost  four 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  they  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  unite 
in  a  joint  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  po,sted  on  our  side  ot  the 
Chickahominy,  south-east  from  Gaines'  house.  These  three  brigades, 
Wiic'x's,  Pryor's  and  my  own.  cont-tituted  the  extreme  right  of  our 
attacking  column,  and  was  separated  some  dist^mce  from  fhe  balance 
of  our  attacking  forces.  Geneial  Wilcox  was  the  senior  brigadier 
present,  and  directed  weil  the  uioveTiKiit.  The  three  brigades  were 
thrown  In  line  of  battle  near  a  ravine,  where  they  Avcre  partially 
protected  in  front  from  the  hre  of  the  enemy.  After  they  weie  formed 
in  line  t)f  battle,  they  were  ordered  to  move  rapidly  over  the  field  in 
front,  some  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  in  width  to  the  edge  of  th" 
woods,  where  the  enemy  was  posted.  Durijig  this  advance,  tl^ey  were 
exposed  to  a  raking  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  in  front  as  well  as 
from  his  long-range  rifles.  The  advance  was  rapidly  made,  with  un- 
broken lines,  displaying  an  order  and  discipline  that  would  have  been 
creditable  to  the  oldest  veterans.  A  more  dangerous  charge  could  not 
be  made  by  troops  than  the  one  made  by  these  three  brigades  on  this 
occasion.  The  wood'i  were  reached  with  considerable  loss  in  our 
ranks.  A  murderous  fire  was  opened  upon  the  enemy  hy  our  men, 
and  they  were  driven  back.  Our  men  encountered  on  entering  the 
woods,  ditches  and  ravines,  and,  in  pursuing  the  enemy  through  tho 
woods,  had  to  ascend  a  steep  hill,  but  their  course  was  onward  an^ 
steady.  The  enemy,  fighting  with  great  desperation,  were  driven 
gradually  back  from  one  position  to  another;  first  from  thoiedgc  of  the 
wood  back  behind  their  works  on  the  top  of  the  hill,' and  then  their 
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works  wei'o  stormed  and  taken.  Hard  pressod,  they  were  compelled  to 
abandon  their  artillery,  (four  pieces  of  which  were  passed  over  by  my 
brigade,  and  a  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  .them,)  and  finally  to  flee 
in  wild  confusion.  Our  troops  held  the  ground  and  occupied  their 
encampments  that  nighi.  The  struggle  was  a  desperate  one  from  the 
time  our  troops  were  ordered  to  advance  until  the  close  of  the  fight, 
about  three  hours.  They  were  opposed  by  superior  numbers  and  ex- 
posed to  the  heaviest  kind  of  artillery  ami  infantry  fire.  While  these 
three  brigades  were  attacking  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Gaines' 
house,  one  column  was  moving  simultaneously  on  our  left.  Our  loss  was? 
heavy  in  this  engagement ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  enemy  suffered 
much  more  severely,  notwithstanding  he  fought  under  the  cover  of  his 
works,  wi'.h  every  advantage  in  the  ground,  and  with  the  additional 
advantage  of  the  position  of  his  artillery,  Avhich  commanded  the  entire 
field  occupied  by  our  troops.  I  directed  Captain  Smith's  battery  to  be 
planted  on  a  hill  not  far  from  Gaines'  farm,  the  most  commanding  posi- 
tion that  could  be  found  in  the  open  field  in  which  we  were  marching. 
From  this  po'sition  he  fired  several  rounds  at  the  en^my  immediately 
in  front  and  some'distance  to  the  right  in  the  woods.  I  regretted  to 
lose,  in  this  engagement,  Major  Mullins,  in  command  of  the  nine- 
teenth Mississippi  regiment,  who  was  severely,  though  not  mortally, 
wounded. 

A  list  of  the  casualties  in  the  different  regiments  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted;  also,  a  list  of  those  who  were  particularly  distinguished  in 
the  action. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff,  who  were  present,  Captain  Parker  and 
Lieutenant  Redding,  (Lieutenaift  Sykes  having  been  sent  to  Rich- 
mond by  me,)  I  am  indebted  for  the  promptness  and  coolness  with 
w^jich  all  orders  were  executed.  To  the  commissary  department,  under 
charge  cf  ^lajor  Partridge,  and  the  medical  department,  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Craft,  ami  the  quartermaster's  department,  under  charge 
of  Major  Carksdale,  we  were  greatly  indebted  for  the  industry  and 
attention  displayed  by-thcm  in  supplying  our  wants  in  their  respect- 
ive departments.  ^ 

A'l  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  L.  FE  VTIIERSTON, 
Brigadier  Gen^yral,  commanding  Sixth  Brigade, 

Longstreet's  Division. 


REPORT  OF  ge:neral  featherston  of  battle  of 

JUNE  30,  1862. 

Richmond,  July  12,  1862. 

Major  G.  M.  Sorrel,  A.  A.  G., 

M'ljor  Genvral  LongstneVs  Division  : 

Sir  :  On  Monday  morning,  June  3()th,  General  Longstrect'a  divis- 
ion engaged  the  enemy  to  the  left  of  the  Darbytc^wn  road,  some 
fifteen, miles  from  this  place  and  not  far  from  the  James  river_  This 
was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  engagement  soon  became 
general  from  his  right  to  his  left.  My  brigade  was  held  in  reserve  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fight,  but  about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  was 
ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  left  of  General  Longstreet's  di- 
vision. As  I  passed  up  to  the  place  designated,  I  found  the  contest 
was  becoming  very  hot  on  the  lelt,  and  1  thought  the  enemy  advanc- 
ing. On  reaching  General  Pryor's  brigade,  which  was  then  on  the 
extreme  left  of  General  Longstreet's  divisipn,  I  was  requested  by 
General  Pryor  to  bring  my  brigade  to  the  support  of  his.  1  imme- 
diately saw  the  necessity  of  doing  so,  and  tlirev/  my  men  into  line  of 
battle  and  marched  them  in.  Oveilooking  to  our  extreme  left,  I  saw 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  cn^my  to  flank  us,  probably 
with  a  very  heavy  force,  and  immediately  sent  back  one  of  my  aids, 
Lieutenant  Sykes,  to  General  Longstreet,  requesting  him  to  bring  up 
the  reinforcements.  General  Longstreet  had  informed  me  on  our 
march  to  the  field  of  action  that  reinforcements  would  be  sent  for- 
ward. ]My  brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front  lines,  to  or  near  a  lorco 
at  the  edge  of  the  field.  Here  they  opened  a  steady  fire  on  the  ene- 
ni3'*s  lines,  and  the  enemy,  pouring  a  well  directed  fire  into  our 
ranks,  seemed  not  to  be  giving  way,  but  inclined  to  advance.  My 
first  determination,  after  giving  them  a  few  fires,  was  to  ord?r  a 
charge;  but  believing  the  force  in  front  to  be  vastly  superior  to  ours, 
and  seeing  that  a  flank  movement  was  contemplated  by  tho  enemy,  I 
declined  to  do  so,  for  the  reason  that  it  might  have  resulted  in  having 
my  small  command  surrounded  and  cut  oft*  before  the  reinforcements 
sent  for  could  come  up  to  our  support.  At  this  time,  I  received  a 
painful  wound  in  the  shoulder,  and  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the 
field.  When  I  left  tjje  field  GeneraJ  Gregg's  brigade  hr\i\  reached  it, 
and  was  but  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  mine,  forming  in  line.  For 
"what  occurred  subsequently  I  refer  you  to  reports  of  regimental 
commanders,. herewith  transmitted.  For  the  casualties,  and  names  of 
those  who  distinguished  themselves  in  this  .engagement,  I  also  .refer 
you  to  lists  appended  thereto.  « 

I  regret  to  learn  that  in  this  engagement.  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 
G.  Taylor,  of  the  second  Mississippi  battalion,  fell,  mortally  wounded, 
and  died  in  a  few  hours.  The  loss  of  so  gallant,  skillful  and  expe- 
rienced an  officer,  at  such  a  time,  cannot  but  be  seriously  felt  to  the 
cause.      Repiirninrf  hi"  of^cc  in  thr*  eld    army  a*  nn    er^r!-  period   in 
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this  rovolation,  and  quitting  his  native  State  (Kentucky)  and  coming 
here  to  unite  his  fortune  with  ours,  the  people  of  the  Corvfefleracy 
ehould  cherish  his  memory  and  will  mourn  his  loss. 

On  this  occasion,  as  on  the  former,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  my 
staff  for  t'lieir  valuable  services.  Captain  Parker  and  ],ieutenant 
Redding  were  at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time,  in  the  execution  of 
orders.  Major  W.  R.  Barksdale  was  also  present  and  rendered  val- 
uable services,  assisting  me  to  bring  the  men  into  line  of  battle  and 
getting  them  into  position.  Knowing  the  scarcity  of  field  officers,  I 
sent  him  to  the  left  of  the  brigade,  to  remain  there  and  aid  in  con- 
trolling the  movements  of  that  wing.  ITc  displayed  great  coolness, 
courage  and  sagacity.  Captain  Wynn,  of  General  Wilcox'*  staflP, 
tendered  his  services  to  me,  as  we  were  going  on  the  field,  as  a  vol- 
unteer aid,  to  whom  I  felt  much  indebted  for  his  assistance  and  gallant 
bearing. 

AH  of  wliich  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  FEATHERSTON, 
Commanding  Sixth  Brigade,  Longstreefs  Diviswr., 


GEXEPvA.L  KEMPER'S  REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

Headquautcrs  First  Brigade,  Longstref.t's  Division, 

Julv  I7tb,  I.SG2. 

Major  G.  Moxlky  Sorrel, 

Assist  ant  Ai'jntani   (leneral :  , 

Major.  I  have  the  honor  to  .submit  the  following  report  of  the  re- 
cent operations  of  my  com  mini  1  : 

Tnis  hrig:i(h}  left,  its  cutnp  on  the  WilliaTn:^hurg  rond  about  iLiwa 
on  tlie  mornino;  of  Thursday,  the  2f)ih  ultimo,  numbering  fourteen 
hundred  and  thirty- throe  niu.sket/,  and  provided  with  three  days'  ra- 
tionf?,  which  were  carri«!d  by  the  men  in  their  haversackc* 

The  division  being  marched  left  in  front,  duiing  the  late  operations 
oniiie  noith  side  of  the  Chickalio:niny.  the  first  brighde  brought  up 
the  rti!!'  of  Its  lino,  and  was  not  ordered  into  any  of  tiie  aui  ions  which 
occurred  prior  to  Mond.vy,  3()th  ultimo.  It  was  held  in  reserve,  how- 
ever, in  immediate  proximity  to  the  battle-fiehje  of  the  26th  and  27th 
ultimo,  as  well  as  that  of  the  181  instant,  in  readiness  to  be  thrown 
into  notion  at  a  monient's  notice. 

Upon  the  3iith  ultimo,  the  division  was  hstlted  in  the  vioinity  of  the 
enemy,  rn  the  roati  leading  through  Fraxier's  farm,  niul  under  the  or- 
ders of  Brigadier  Gen*^ral  11.  II.  Antlerson,  commanding  the  division, 
1  foin^ed  my  command  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right,  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular to  tile  roMil  ;  oik*  regiment  of  the  second  brigade  being 
p  'Sted  in  line  between  my  left  iind  the  road.  My  command  consti- 
tuted the  extreme  right  of  our  general  liti'-  of  battle,  and  was  posted 
upon  the  rear  edge  of  a  dense  body  of  timber;  the  seveuteenih  Vir- 
ginia regiment  (Colonel  !M.  D.  Corse.)  occupying  the  right;  toe 
twenty-fourth  Virgiui  i  r'giment,  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Hairston  Cvm- 
raan-iifg.)  the  left;  the  firet  Virginia,  (Capt:iiu  Nortou  command- 
ing.) the  centre  ;  the  eleventh  Virginia,  (Captain  Otey  commtmd- 
ing.)  I  he  light  centre,  sind  the  seventh  Virginia,  (Colonel  W.  T. 
Patton,)  the  lefc  centre.  Soon  after  getting  into  poaition,  I  received 
orders  f'-om  Maj.  Cer  Longstreet,  to  us."  the  utmost  c;ye  in  guarding 
again>t  .my  movement  of  the  enemy  upon  my  right,  an;!  I  at  once 
caused  C'  lonel  Corse,  of  the  li^ht  regiment,  to  change  front  to  rear 
on  his  left*  company,  so  that  his  regiment  formeil  an  obtuse  ar^gle 
"wiih  il>e  line  of  the  briga<Ie,  and  fronted  obliquely  to  the  right.  I 
also  cau;-ed  two  companies  of  this  regiment  to  move  forwaid  from 
Corses  new  front,  as  skirmishers,  under  command  of  Captain  Simp- 
son. After  ndvancing  several  hundred  yards,  these  skirmishers  were 
halted  v.pon  the  rear  ed^pi  ef  an  open  field,  a  ;:ood  view  uf  which  was 
commanded  from  their  positifvu.  I  al.«o  posted  Rogers'  battery  r.f  four 
pieces  upun  an  open  eniinenee.  near  the  right  of  my  line,  and. in  sup- 
porting distance  of  Coi  se's  regiment ;  the  positioti  being  such  us  to 
eommaud  an  extensive  field  upon  my  right.  About  five  o'clock,  P. 
2ci 
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M..  an  order   being  received  from  Major   General 'Longstreet  to  ad- 
vance inv  line,  I  immediately,  in  person,  ordered  Col,  Corse  to  change 
his  front  forward  so  as  to  bring  the  right  of  his  regiment  up  to  the 
brigade  line,  and  sent  my  staff  along  the  line  towards  the  left,  so  as  to 
ensure  the  simultaneous  advance  of  the  entire  line.     The  brigade  ad- 
vanced in  lino  of  battle   steadily  and  in  good  order,  notwithstanding 
the  uncvenne?s  of  the  ground,  which,  in  phices,  was  almost. precipitous, 
the  entangled   undergrowth  which  filled  the  wonds",  and  the  firing  of 
cne  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  located  directly  in  front,  which  rapidly 
threw  shell  and  rOund  shot  over  and  almost  in  the  midst  of  ray  com- 
mand.    The  advance  continued  to  be  conducted  in  good  order,  until 
very  soon  coming  upon  the  pickets   of  the  enemy,  and  driving  them 
in,  the  men  seemed  to  be  possessed  with  the  idea  that  they  were  upon 
the  enemy's  main  line,  and,  in  an  instant,  the  whole  brigade  charged 
forward  in  double-quick  time,  and  with  loud  choers.     Nothing  could 
have  been  mere  chivalrously  done,  and  nothing  could  have  been  more 
unfortunate,  as  the  clieering  of  the  men  only  served  to  direct  the  fire 
of  the  enemy's^ batteries ;  and   the  movement   in   double-quick  time 
through  dense  woods,  over  rough  ground,  encumbered  with  matted  un- 
dergrowth, and  crossed  by  a  swamp,  had  the  effect  of  producing  more 
cr  less  confusion,  and  breaking  the  continuity  of  the  line,  which,  how- 
ever, was  preserved  as  well  as  it  possibly  could  have  been  under  the  cir- 
cumstances.    But  a  single  idea  seemed  to  control  the  minds  of  the  men, 
V7hich  was  to  reach  the  enemy's  lino  by  the  most  direct  route,  and  in 
the  shortest  time  ;  and  no  earthly  power  could  have  availed  to  arrest 
cr  restrain  the  impetuousity  with  which  they  rushed  towards  the  foe, 
fjr  my  orders  previously  given,  with  great   care  and  emphasis,  to  the 
assembled  field  officers  of  the  brigade,  forbade  any  mpvement  in  dou- 
lle  quick  time  over  such  ground,  when  the  enemy  were  not  in  view. 
The  obstructions  were  such  as  to  mike  it  impossible  for  any  officer  to 
eee  more  than  a  few  files  of  his  men  at  one  view,  and  it  was  apparent 
that  any  effort  to  halt  and  reform  the   entire  bai^'ade  would  be  futile, 
and  wuuld  only  serve  to  produce  increased  confusion.     But  whatever 
the  error  of  the  men   in   advancing  too  rapidly,  in    disregard  of  pre- 
vious orders  to  the  contrary,  it  was  an  error  upon  the  side  of  bravery. 
After  advancing  in  this  way   probably  ten  or  twelve   hundred   yards, 
ciossiiig  two  bodies  of  woods,  and  a  small  intermediate  field,  the  line 
puddenly  emerged  into   another   field,  facing  a  bottery  of  the  enera.y, 
consisting  of  hot  less   than   eight  pieces,    distant  but  a  few  hundr^jd 
yards,  while  the  enemy's  infantry  were  found  protected  by  an  imper- 
fectly and  hastily  constructed  breast woik,  and  a  house  near  by.     At 
the  same  time,  it  became  apparent  that  another  battery  of  the  enemy 
was  posiid  a  considerable  distance  to  our  left.   These  two  batteries  and 
the  enemy's  infantry,  poured  an   incessant  fire  of  shell,  grape,  can- 
ister and  lead  upon  my  line,  and  did  much  execution.     Still  there  waa 
no   perceptible  faltering   in  the  advance   of  these-  brave   men,   who 
rushed  across  the  open  field,  pouring  a  well-directed  fire  into  the  en- 
emy driving  him  from  his  breastworks,  and  the  battery  in  our  front. 
The  guns  of  the  battery  were  abandoned  to  us  for  the  time  being,  and 
Djy  command  waa  in  virtual  possession  of  the  chosen  position  of  the 
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oneray.  A  innre  impetuous  ami  desperate  charge  was  never  made 
than  that  of  my  small  command  against  the  sheltered  and  greatly 
superior  forces  of  the  enemy.  The  ground  -which  .they  gained  from 
the  enemy  is  marked  by  the  graves  of  some  -of  my  veterans  who  were 
buried  where  they  fell ;  and  those  graves  marked  with  the  names  of 
the  occupants,  situated  at  and  near  the  position  of  the  enemy,  show 
the  points  at  which  they  dashed  against  the  strongholds  of  the  re- 
treating foe.  It  is  proper  to  be  stated  here,  that  the  left  of  my  line 
was  entirely  unsupported,  and  greatly  to  my  surprise  and  disappoint- 
ment, for  I  had  supposed  that  the  movement  of  my  brigade  was  part 
of  a  general  advance  of  our  entire  lines.  Up  to  this  time  no  firing 
was  heard  upon. ray  left,  except  the  firing  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
directed  upon  my  line  vrith  telling  effect. 

Afterwards,  at  a  late  houi',  I  found  the  right  regiment  of  the  second 
brigate  (on  the  right  of  which  I  had  originally  formed)  standing  fast 
at  or  near  the  position  they  had  occupied  in  the  beginning,  and  near 
the  line  from  which  \nj  advance  was  begun.  I  was  informed  that  this 
regiment  had  remained  from  the  first  in  that  position,  having  received 
no  sub-'equent  orders  to  move  forward.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  under- 
stood as  alleging  or  intimating  any  delinquency  upon  the  part  of  the 
second  brigade,  «ind  I.corra,inly  do  not  undertake  to  say  at  what  time 
that  brigade,  coram  inded  by  Colon^d  Jenkins,  advanced;  but,  if  its  ad~- 
vance  was  simultaneous  with  my  own,  it  must  have  happened  that  the 
lines  of  advance  of  the  two  brigades  were  so  divergent  as  to  leave  a 
wid(  interval  between  the  right  of  the  one  and  the  left  of  the  other. 
Whatever  v. ere  the  operations  of  the  second  brigade  they  were  doubt- 
less in  keeping  v»'ith  its  proud  character  in  the  past,  and  that  of  its 
gallant  commander.  All  that  I  undertake  to  state  positively  in  this 
connection  is,  that  the  right  regiment  of  the  seond  brigade  did  not 
advance  for  a  long  time  after  ray  brigade  had  been  moved  forward, 
and  that  at  the  time  when  my  command. had  obtained  virtual  posses- 
eion  of  the  enemy's  position,  no  Confederate  troops  were  anywhere 
visible  except  my  own.  It  now  became  evident  that  the  position 
thought  to  be  held  by  ray  command,  was  w'holly  untenable  by  them  un- 
less largely  and  immediately  reinforced.  The  inferior  numbers  which 
had  alarmed  the  enemy  and  driven  him  from  his  breastworks  and  bat- 
teries scon  became  apparent  to  him.  and  he  at  once  proceeded  to  make 
use  of  his  advantage.  While  greatly  superior  numbers  hung  upon 
our  front,  considerable  lodies  of  the  enemy  were  thrown  upon  both 
(links  of  my 'command,  which  was  now  in  imminent  danger  of  b(ing 
wholly  raptured  or  destroyed.  Already  they  weie  capturing  officers  and 
mecat  different  points  of  my  line,  principally  upon  the  right.  No  rein- 
forcein:'nfs  appeared,  and  the  dire  alternative  of  withdrawing  from 
the  position,  although  of  obvious  and  inevitable  necessity,  was  reluct- 
antly submitted  to. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  offered  by  the  wilderness  through  which 
the 'brigade  had  advanced,  the  task  of  reassembling  and  reforming  the 
re-^iraents,  was  attended  with  much  trouble.  I  sent  out  detaiJs  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  direct  officers  and  men  where  to  reform,  and^as 
looa  as  this  task   was   accomplished,  imperfectly   it  is  true,   but  as 
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effectually  as  was  possible  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day,  I  repaired  to 
General  Longstreet's  liea{^|uarters  as  scon  as  I  cotiM  find  them,  and, 
under  instructions  there  recrived,  it  now  being  night,  I  proceeded  to 
eclert  a  suitable  position  On  the  road  in  the  rear, :  t  \^hich  stragglers 
could  be  arrested,  and  such  of  my  men  as  had  not  then  come  in  could 
be  re  collected. 

I  should  have  mentioned  before,  that  soon  after  my  command  vas 
overpowertd,  and  before  all  of  it  had  fallen  back,  (jleneral  branch's 
brigade  was  found  comming  up,  and  General  Branch  wassbown'by  me 
into  the  position  which  my  gallant  men  had  vainly  sought  to  hold 
against  overwhelming  odds,  and  immediately  afterwards  the  third 
brigade  of  this  division,  Colonel  Ilunton  C(  m"mandin(r,  took  position 
on  Branch's  right.  If  it  had  been  possiVde  for  these  brigades  to  have 
advanced  eiinultaneou-ly  with  my  own,  the  victory  of  the  day  would 
have  been  achieved  on  the  right  of  our  line  with  comparatively  littlo 
difficnlry.  and  at. an  early  hour.  When  my  line  emergid  into  the  open 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  the  seventh  Virginia,  comanded 
by  Colonel  W.  T.  Pntton,  galhintly  assi-ted  by  Lieutenant 'Colonel 
Flowreeiind  M.-gor  Swindler,  was  in  good  order,  considering  the  diffi- 
culties of  tie  ground  over  ^hich  it  bad  passed,  and  this  regiir.ent  and 
the  first  Virginia,  nobly  sustained  by  such  portions  df  the  other  regi- 
ments as  had  come  up,  made  the  first  daring  chmge  which  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position.  Seven  companies  of  tfee  seventeenth  Vir- 
ginia, were  unavoidably  dt  layed  for  some  time  by  the  alujo.^t  impassa- 
ble nature  of  tlie  SAvamp  at  the  point  at  wh-ch  they  crossed.     • 

^rai^e  is  due  to  Colonel  Corse,  seventeenth  Virginia,  and  to  Lieu- 
tenant Cob  rel  LIuirston,  twenty. fourth  Viiginia.  as  well  as  to  Colo- 
nel W.  T.  Fatten,  seventh  Virginia,  (v\ho  (-MCtcd  with  eminent  gal- 
lantry.) for  discharging  their  duties  v^ilh  the  utmost  fidelity  and 
braveiy. 

The  ?ame  praij^e  is  accorded  to  Captain  K  Otey,  commanding 
eleventh  Viiginia  ;  Captain  Norton,  conimanding  first  Virginia  ;  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Maiye  and  Captain  Simpson,  of  the  seventeenth,  fell 
into  the  bands  <  f  the  enemy,  while  discharging  tl  eir  duties  witb  con- 
Epicuous  gallantry  I  am  sati  fied  all  the  field  officers  di,l  veil.  I 
especially  commend  the  good  conilnet  of  Captain  W.  T.  Frj,  my  A. 
A:  Geneial,  and  Mr.  A.  Camp  Bockham,  who  acted  as  my  volunt^r 
aid-di.-camp. 

Among  those  re-;  orted  to  me  as  deserving  especial  notice  *or  gtil- 
lantry  on  tie  field,  are  Captain  Joel  lUanchard,  rompan}^  D,  and 
Lieutenant  W.  W.  Gooding,  company  K,  seventh  Virginia, ^who  wero 
both  killed,  Lieutens-nt  ^V.  E.  Harrison,  compav;y  A,  sergeant-major 
Tansill  ard  color  sergeant  Mays,  both  wounded,  and  both  of  whom 
had  disiinguished  themselves  in  the  battlesof  Williamsburg  and  Seven 
Pines;  first  f^ergeant  William  Apperson,  company  C,  who  waf»  killed, 
and  private  George  Watson,  com[)any  F,  who  has  also  repeatedly  dis- 
tinguished himself  for  bravery,  all  of  the  sevcn'h  Virginia  regiment. 

,Oapt;>in  James  Mitchell,  company  C,  and  Lieutenant  Logan  Robins, 
company  B.  fi'St  Virginia  regiment,  both  of  whom  were  wounded; 
Lieutenant  W.  R.  Abbott,  company  E,  and  Lieutenant  E.   T.   Dix, 

1^ 


357  •        - 

corap;my  K,  eleventh  Virginia,  both  of  whom  were  killed  ;  Lieutenant 
CiiH'ee,  company  G,  of  the  twenty-fourth  Virginia.,  who  was  killed 
within  i\  few  paces  of  tlae  enemy's  bitter}',  and  Captains  Bentley  and 
Is'owlin,  of  the  same  regiment,  I  daab.t  not  there  are  many  others, 
emitted  in  the  reports,  wlio  equally  distinguiahcd  themselves.  The 
list  of  killed  and  wounded  are  made  up  of  the  very  best  officers  and 
men  of  which  my  command  could  boast. 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  losses  of  the  day,  of  which 
full  returns  have  already  been  rendered: 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^AMES  L.  KEMPER, 
Brig.  General  commanding  First  Bngudc,  Longdrcfs  Division. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  GREGG  OF  -  BATTLE  OF  COLD 

HARBOR. 

Headquarteus  SixoNn  Brigade,  Light  Divrsiopi,       j 

Camp  on  South  Anna  rive?',  near   Gordohsville,  \ 

August  eth,    18  2.  ) 

•Major  :  My  report  concerning  the  battles  before  Richmond  has 
been  delayed,  first  by  the  delay  in  the  reports  inade  to  me  by  subor- 
dinate commanders,  caused  by  the  ^vounds  or'"  sickness,  under  uhich 
all  of  them  suffered,  and  next  by  movements  of  the  brigade  and  duties 
in  the  field.  After  nightfall,  on  the  2oth  of  June  last,  four 
regiments  of  the  second  brigade,  accompanied  by  Crenshaw's  battery, 
followed  from  the  position  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  division,  the 
march  of  the  other  brigade  to  the  left,  and  halted  to  bivouac  on  the 
Meadow  Bridge  road.  The  fourteenth  <j:eg'.ment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  under  .Colonel  McGowan,  was  left  on  picket  duty 
on  the  edge  cf  the  Chickaliominy  valley,  in  front  cf  tlie  position 
evacuated  by  the  brigade^  to  be  relieved  by  other  troops  of  another 
division  the  same  night,  and  to  follow  the  march.  By  some  mis- 
chance, however,  it  was  not  relieved  at  all.  I  had  to  remain  in  place 
the  next  day  and  night  and  until  the  middle  of  the*  follov/ing  day, 
when  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  dosvn  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
enabled  it  to  cross  and  ro:join  the  biignde  in  the  midst  cf  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor,  where  the  light  division,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  26th 
of  June,  crossed  the  Meadow  Bridge  and  atta<;ked  the  enemy  at  Me- 
chanicsville.  The  second  brigade,  still  marching  in  rear  of  the  divis- 
ion, did  not  become  actually  engaged,  but  was  deployed  in  reserve. 
It  was  exposed  for  some  time  to  a  fire  of  shot. and  shells,  from  which, 
however,  the  lines  were  much  sheltered,  by  taking  advantage  of  ine- 
qualities in  the  grounds  and  causing  the  men  to  lie  down.  Onl}'"four 
men  were  wounded.  At  one  time  an  erroneous  report  was  brought 
to  me  that  the  enemy  were  appearing  to  our  left  and  rear,  A  detach- 
ment (Vom  Colonel  Marshairs  regiment,  thrown  out  as  skirmishers, 
quickly  detected  the  error.  During  the  action,  I  sent  forwaid  my 
aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Langdon  C.  Haskell,  to  learn «whether  rein- 
forceraents  were  needed  from  my  brigade,  but  as  he  did  not  meet  Maj. 
General  Hill,  and  did  not  find  the  state  of  battle  such  as  to  require 
my  moving  fort^ard  without  waiting  for  orders,  1  remained  in  posi- 
tion. The  hri;/ade  lay  on  its  arms  that  night.  Early  in  the  morning 
of  the  '27th,  1  received  orders  from  General  Hill  to  take  the  rdvance 
with  the  second  brigade,  and  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their  position 
on  Beaver  Dam  creek,  at  Ellyson's  Mills.  Forining  the  fir^t  regi- 
ment South  Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  Hamilton  commanding,  'and 
the  twelfth,  Colonel  Barns,  in  line  of  battle,  with  two  companies  of 
skirmishers— .Captain  Cordew's,  of  the  first,  and  Captain  Mills',  of 
the  twelfth — thrown  forward,  while  the  thirteenth  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  jjdwards,  and  the  first  regiment  rifles, 
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South  Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  Marshall,  followed  in  support — 
Crenshaw's  battery  beinn;  in  rear.  The  brigade  advanced  to  the  attack, 
Sliii;ht  resistance  was  made  here  by  the  enemy,  and  the  pas3f;go  of  the 
stream,  which  presented  a  strong  natuml  defence,  was  gained.'  Many 
Confederate  soldiers,  wounded  or  killed  in  a  preceding  u^isacce'ssfui 
assault,  la}^  in  thie  road  towards  the  croiising  of  the  creek,  and  had  to 
be  moved  aside  to  allow  the  passage  of  our  artiller3\  A  small  bridge, 
broken  up  by  the  (*neiny,  had  also  to  be  repaired.  This  was  towards 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Crossing  Beavcr  D.im  creek,  th:. 
brigade  advanced  along  the  road  among-sfc  piles  of  knapsacks  and 
other  property  and  burning  stores  ab;mdoned  by  the  enemy,  with 
skirmishers  from  the  first  and  twelfth  regiments  out  to  the  front  and 
left.  Coming  into  the  edge  of  an  open  Held,  Captain  Cordew's  com- 
pany, (first  .S.  C  V,,)  deployed  ns  skirmishers,  was  find  on  by 
artill  n-y  in  front,  and  vSecond  Lioutenant  N.  C.  Heine  and  a  soldier 
were  wounded.  Cuptain  W.  T.  li-JskelTs  company,  of  the  same  regi- . 
ment,  advancing  in  open  space,  discovered  that  the  forces  meet- 
ing us  in  front  £rom  the  left  were  those  of  Major  General  Jackson, 
aii'l  entered  into  f  omrannicitien  with  ihcm  so  as  to  avoid  the  risk  of 
further  mischief.  In  the  meantime,  two  companies  of  the  twelfth 
regiment  (Miller's  and  Neville's)  sent  out  under  Lieut.  Colonel  Caii- 
walliidcr  Jones,  to  meet  the  enemy  seen  on  the  left,  took  and  brought 
in  some  twelve  of  the  prisoners,  belonging  in  chief  to  regiments  of 
Pennsylvania  r^ficrves.  At  the  intersection  of  the  roads,  ni:;ar  Wal- 
nut Grove  church,  where  Major  General  llill  stopped  to  confer  with 
Miijor-  General  Jackson,  I  received  General  Hill's  farther  ir.struc 
tions  and  resumed  the  advance  on  the  roads  running  near  the  Chick- 
ahominy  to  Gaines'  Mill.  Approaching  the  vicinity  of  Hogan'8 
hou?e,  wheroi  General  Lee  stopped  me  by  the  road  side  and  gave  mo 
further  directions  for  advancing  and  attacking  the  enemy,  I  movetJ 
t"lie  brigade  forward  in  neatly  the  same  order  as  the  first — rhcfirstand 
twelfth  regiments  leading,  with  skirmishers  in  front.  In  compli- 
ance with  a  request  sent  me  by  General  Longstreet,  I  rode  hastily 
across  to  Hog:»n's  house,  where  I  informed  General  Longstreet  of 
the  route  by  which  my  brigade  was  moving  and  learned  from  him  the 
parallel  road  on  my  right,  by  which  his  troops  were  to  move.  In 
approaching  Powhite  Creek,  wo  passed  an  extensive  deserted  camj)  of 
the  enemy,  with  great  quantities  of  accoutrements  and  stores  aban- 
doned or  burning.  A  largo  pontoon  train  was  burning  in  a  field  tc 
our  left.  The  enemy  made  some  stand  at  Gaines'  Mill,  and  her^  our 
ekirmishers,  (Coidcw's  and  Tlaskt  ll's  companies,  of  the  first,  and 
Miller's,  of  the  twelfth,)  beciime  s'laply  engaged.  The  enemy  was 
eheltered  by  trees.  Our  riflemen  availed  th<mselves  of  the  inequali- 
ties of  the  ground,  where  they  could  fire  and  load  Ijing  down.  Thitf 
exchange  of  fire  having  continued  for  some  time,  while  the  first  and 
tw.  Ifth  were  preparing  to  advance  in  line,  and  judging  that  a  rapid 
chtirge  of  skiriiiishers  w  uld  dislodge  the  enemy,  with  least  loss  to  our 
troops,  I  ordered  ihi-ai  forw.ird  at  tti"^  double  <juick.  At  the  word  of 
command  the  rilbiraen  sprang  to  their  feet,  and,  advancing  impetu- 
ously, drove    the  enemy    before  them^    The  first   and   twelfth  now 
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followed  ill  line  of  hatt1<?,  an.l,  after  the  bridges  on  the  creek  and  mill- 
race,  torn  up  by  the  enemy,  h^d  been  rebuilt  by  a  working  pisrty 
under  Lieutenants  Johnson  and  Izird,  of  the  engineer  corps,  crossed 
the  stream  and  ngain  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  to 
advtince,  supported  by  the  other 'two  regiments. 

It  was  ?low  nearly  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  advance  acro^^s  tho 
plain,  which  extends  from  the  valley  of  Powhite  creek  to  that  beyond 
Cold  Harbor,  was  made  rapidly  and  steadily,  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers.  For  a  g  loil  piiit  of  the  distance,  the  line  ad- 
vanced at  the  double-quick.  Among  the  troops  driven,  from  the 
ground,  the  uinth  MMt^sachusette  was  noticed.  Descending  into  the 
hollow  brVoiid  Cold  Harbor,  tlio  sides  of  which  are  wooded  and  tho 
bottom  occupied  by  a  marsh,  somewhat  difficult  to  cross,  the  biigade 
dislodged  the  cneruy  and  was  "formed  in  two  lines.  The  first  consisted 
of  the  first  and  twelfth  regiments,  on  the  furihcr  hillside  ;  the  second 
consisted  of  the  firt;t  rifles  and  the  thirteenth,  in  the  h.w  grounds, 
behind  Captain  Crenshaw's  guns,  now  placed  in  battery  near  the  brow 
of  the  hill  on  the  Cold  Harbor  sidc-from  which  he  commenced  fiiinij 
on  the  enemy  across  the  valley,  who  replied  from  1  altenes  on  the  hill 
in  our  front.  In  this  position,  with,  the  fire  of  arfillery  passin«j:  over- 
head, the  infantry  remained  at  a  halt,  by  General  Iliirs  orders,  from 
about  half-past  two  o'cIocl-l  ujiMI  four,  to  await  the  fc>rmation  of  the 
line  of  battle  on  our  right  and  left,  pieparatory  to  a  general  attack. 
When  General  Hill  sent  the  order  to  make  tho. attJick,  I  directeil  tho 
first  and  twelfth  regiments  to  advance  up  tHe  hillside  The  ground, 
especially  in  front  of' the  first,  was  covered  with  a  dtnse  thi.ckHt  of 
young  pines.  As  our  troops  ascended  towards  the  open  ground,  they 
were  met  by  a  coi;tinucus  tire  of  small  arms  from  a  much  superior 
number  of  troops,  and  at  the  same  time  were  exposed  ty  a  heavy  firo 
of  artillery,  both  direct  and  oblique.  The  fire  was  so  destructive 
they  could  not  advance  further. .  Finding  that  great  damage  wJis 
done  by  an  enfilading  firo  from  a  battery  cstabli^shed  a  good  distanco 
to  our  right,  I  directed  Colonel  Marshall,  with  his  regiment,  to  charge 
and  take  it,  throwing  foiward  two  companies  in  open  order,  sij[);ioi  ted 
by  two  others,  as  a  res^crve,  in  close  order,  aud  following  with  tho 
rest  of  the  regiment,  joined  in  column  of  companies.  Colonel  Mar- 
fihall,  addressing  a  few  brief  and  stirring  words  to  his  regiment, 
proceeded  upon  the  exocutitm  of  this  highly  perilous  service  in  the  haud- 
Bomest  mantier.  The  two  flank  companies  of  Capt.  D.  M..  ]\'niu  and 
Capt.  T.  J.  Ivorton  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmi^•he3a,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Perrin.  The  companies  of  Captains  Miller  and  Milea 
M  Norton  followed,  in  support.  Tho  four  leading  companies  were 
bU  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ledbettcr.  The  ehargo 
v/as  made  at  thq  double-quick,  the  column  of  six  companies  being 
deployed  into  line  after  reaching  iho  open  ground.  A  most  destruc- 
tive fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  in  front  and  in  flank,  did  not 
check  the  charge,  which  was  continued  for  several  hundred  yards, 
across  the  open  gjound  and  into  a  wood,  where  several  regiments  of 
the  enciuy  were  posted.  The  battery,  which  Avas  the  object  of  the 
cdiargc  had  boen  withdrawn.     Thg  .regiment,   on  reaching"  the  wood. 
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commenced  firing  on  the  enemy's  infantry  ami  drove  them  in,  many 
of  iho  men  engaging  ia  a  bami  to  band  conflict  with  the  bayonet  and 
with  clubbed  rifles.  A  strong  body  of  New  "Xork-  Zouaves  now  made 
a  hot  attack  on  the  left  wing  jjnd  flaiik  of  the  regiment.  They  were 
repulsed  umi  brought  to  a  stami  by  the  stea-ly  and  well  directed  fire 
from  a  party  which,  on  the  spiir  of  the  raoment,  and  with  walked 
presence  of  mind  and  skill,  Lieutenant  Iliggins  formed  to  check 
them.  Colonel  Marf^hall,  fir.ding  that  no  support  was  sent  to  him 
from  the  rest  of  the  brigaile,  ni)\'{  too -hard  pressed  on  its  front,  or- 
xlered  Iim  regiment  to  fall  b;ick,  and  reformed  it  in  the  wooded  hollow, 
some  distance  to  the  right  of  its  original  position,  where  a  North 
Carolina  regiment,' Avhich  just  then  came  up,  aided  in  hoMing  the 
4;roUnd  Of  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  men  carried  into  Action, 
Colonel  Mir.:sh  ill's  regiment  lost  eighty-one  killed  and  two  hundred 
and  thirty-four  woumled.  Nearly  Jtlj  this  loss  occurred  in  thecliarge 
just  de-cribed.  1  rvfer  to  Colonel  Marshall's  report  for  the  names  of 
many  gallant  officers  raentioncil  by  him,  both  those  who  fell  on  the 
field  an<l  those  who  paseed  safely  through.  1  have  to  remark  that,  in 
the  two  leading  companies  deployed  in  open  order,  the  loss  was  not 
so  heavy  in  proportion  a;*  in  the  oth-r  compaaic>.  I  have  no  d'»abt 
hut,  by  drawing  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  those  companie.'?  made  th<-  loss 
in  the  wliole  regiment  less  than  it  otherwi:?e  would  have  been.  While 
the  first  rifles  were  thus  engaged,  the  first  and  the  twelfth  regiments,* 
ahhough  relieved  from. the  eiifilading  fire  of  the  battery  oit  the  right, 
had  a  hard  struggle  to  maintain  their  grouttd  again  t  the  superior 
forces  in  their  front.  The  twelfth  was  able  at  on^-  time  to  gain^soula 
distance  in  advance  in  the  open  field,  but  Colonel -Baiiies  found  itne- 
cessarj^  to  with'liaw  it  and  reform  his  line  on  or  near  his  oiiginal 
gro\ind  in  the  hollow.  Two  of  the  coiKpaniea  of  this  regiment  at 
first,  McMeekin's  and  Erwin's,  afterwards  Relieved  by  Hooker's  atid 
comp.iny  (Jr,  Jjieutenant  Gii-rvin  commanding,  had,  during  the  halt  in 
the  hidljw,  been  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  advance,  to  watch  the 
enemy.  The  two  last  named  oidy  resume^l  their  places  in  line  after 
the  re'urn  to  the  holb)W.  At  this  time,  in  consequence  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  ground,  the  right  of  the  twelfth  got  in  rear  of  the  first;. 
And  there  was  much  danger,  in  such  a  thicket,  of  the  first  sufT'Tirrg 
from  the  fire  of  that  portion  of  the  twelfth  behirxl  it,  untjl  Colonel 
Hamilton  interpo.sed  and  prevented  it.  Tho'twelfth  a^lvamed  again, 
abrea-t  wi;h  the  first,  and  the  two  rtgiments  fought  bravely  t<»  main- 
tain their  ground,  but  suffered  great  loss,  and  were  compelletl  to  fall 
hack  in  nome  di.sorder. 

lu  the  first  regiment,  all  the  members  of  the  color-guar<l  wereshct 
down  aiound  Colonel  Ilimilton,  who,  for  pait  of  the  time,  boro  the 
colors  himself.  Colonel  IJirns,  of  the  twelirh,  receive<la  hurt  which, 
although  he  did  not  leave  the  field,  in  a  great  measure  disabled  him 
for  the  r»st  of  the  day.  "Ihe  nature  of  the  groiyid  rendering  it  im- 
practicable to  preserve  or  establish  regularity  in  the  front  line,  I 
therefore  ordL-rei  (Colonel  Iviwards  to  hold  the  thirteenth  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  enemy  with  a  steady  tire,  at  short  ran<je.  if  they  should  de- 
bcend  the   hdJsido  through  tho  pine  thjcket.     The  twelfth   u<n  being 
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at  the  time  so  heavily  pressed  aa  the  first,  I  left  it  to  continue  tV.e 
ftrugi^le  ;  the  first  I  ordered  to  reform  at  sornb  distance  in  the  rear  cf 
the  thirteenth,  retiring  around  the  left  of  that  regiment.  The^bur- 
teenth  regiment,  Colonel  McGowan,  now  arrived  on  the  field,  at  the 
moment  it  was  so  greatly  needed.  By  General  Lee's  order.  I  had 
sent  m}'  aid-de-carap,  Captain  Henry  Hammond,  across  the  valley  of 
the  Chiokahominy.  to  relieve  tbisregimfnt  from  duty  on  the  pest  so 
long  occupied  by  it,  and  to  guide  it  to  the  brigade.  Cnptain  Ham- 
mond, met,  at  the  river;  Captains  Wood  and  Taggert,  sent  forward  with 
their  companies  by  Colonel  McGowan,  to  endeavor  to  communicate 
with  me.  The  I.uidge  at  which  they  met,  was  one  constructed  by  the 
enemy  opposite  Dr.  Friend's  house,  and  torn  up  and  burned  by  the 
enemy  the  night  before.  Leaving  -his  horse  at  the  river,  Captain 
Hammond  got  across  on  foot  and  carried  the  order  to  Colonel  Me- 
Gowan,  who  at  once  led  his  men  across  the  valley,  and  hastily  repair- 
ing the  bridge,  marched  on  for  the  battle-field,'  under  the  constant 
fire  f.'om  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  Stopping  the  fire  of  Cren- 
shaw's battery  ior  a  short  time,  *o  allow  a  passage  through  the  guns, 
I  ordered  the  fourtee'iith  forward.  Tired  as  they  were,  by  two  day* 
and  three  nights  of  outpost  duty,  and  by  a  rapid  march  under  a  burn- 
ing sun.  they  recovered  strength  at  once  and  advanced,  with  a  cheer, 
at  the  double  quick.  Leading  his  regiment  to  the  right  of  the  thir- 
teenth, and  across  the  hollow,  Colonel  McGow.m  arrived  just  in  time 
to  repulse  the  advancing  enemy,  and  prevent  bim  from  establishing  a 
hattery  on  the  edge  of  the  open  ground  on  the  brow  of  the  hill.  The 
fourteenth  was  formed  along  a  fence,  up  the  hill,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  hollow,  and  'nViintnined  its  position  gallantly  to  the  end  of  the 
battle.  After  it  had  held  jt  some  tim.e  alone,  otlier  troops  cijrae  up, 
a!i<l,  in  concert  with  a  North  Carolina  and  a  Georgia  regiment,  the 
fourteenth  made  a  charge  across  an  open  field,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  battery'.  In  this  charge,  Colonel  McGowan  was  bruised  by 
a  grapeshot.  and  for  a  short  time  disabled.  The  distance  to  the  bat- 
tery being  too  great,  and  the  fire  both  direct  and  across,  too  heavy, 
our  troops  halted  and  lay  down  to  shelter  thomselves,  then  retired, 
And  the  fourteenth  resumed  its  position  nerr  the  brow  of  the  hill, 
where,  after  the  battle,  it  lay  on  its  arms.  Meajjwhil-e,  the  thirteentli 
licld  its  position,  Colonel  Edv/nrds  coramf.nding.  The  enemy  did 
not  venture  to  charge  'directly  down  the  hill  upon  his  position,  but 
kept  up  a  con-^tant  fiie,  which  caused  considerable  loss.  Celonel  Ed- 
wards threw  for\Nard  his  right  company,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  pines  in  front  and  on  the  right,  then  or- 
dered the  rest  of  the  regiment  to  take  position  a  little  in  advance  of 
the  foot  cf  the  hill  beyond  the  bo^gy  stream.  From  this  ditiiculty  of 
crossing  the  bog  and  the  incessant  roar  of  cannon  and  mu.-<ketry,  his 
commands  not  being  well  heard,  a  separation  of  the  regiments  took 
place.  A  part  of  tJie  left  wing  effected  the  movement  intended  by  ' 
Colonel  Edwards,  and  maintained  the  new  position  until  the  cJose  of 
the  battle.  The  right  knd  centre  companies,  supposing  the  order  to 
be  to  move  in  a  different  direction,  marched  under  Colonel  Farrow  a 
short  distance  to  tberear.     Desiring  to  form  a  reserve  of  this  force,. 


863 

• 
and  of  the  first  regiment,  for  further  movements  I  directed  Major 
Farrow  to  march  further  to  the  right  and  rear  and  form  near  ColoDel 
Hamilton  Two  companies  of  the  first,  those  of  Captain  W.  T.  Has- 
kell and  A.  P.  Butler,  Aot  having  heard  the  order  to  retire,  remained 
engoged  in  the  front,  and  o:i  the  advance'of  the  other  troops,  acted 
in  coiicert  with  those  nearer  them,  to  the  end  of  the  battle.  Before 
I  made. any  further  dispositions  of  the  portiqns  of  the  first  and  thir- 
teenth, under  Colonel  H.imilton  and  Major  Farrow,  they  were  ordered 
by  Major  General  Hill  to  take  a  position  considerably  to  the  jight^of  ray 
brigade,  in  support  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Anderson  and  Fields. 
At  the  close  of  the  battle,  having  united  with  the  first  riiles,  the  whole 
under  Colonel  Hamilton,  they  bivouacked  on  their  ground.  '  In  the 
progress  of  the  battle,  after  the  wound  received  by  Colcnel  Barnes, 
thelwelfth  regiment  having  suffered  heavy  loss,  and  being  in  difficult 
groun.ls,  became  somewhat  separated,  but  portions  of  the  regiinent 
falling  i^  with  otJ:er  command's,  continued  the  fi^ht  to  the  end.  Cap- 
tain Booker's  company  t.;en  joined,  and  fought  in  company  with, 
Colonel  James  Canty's  Yegiii»ent,  from  Alabama. 

The  part  taken    by  Captain  Crenshaw's  battery,  was  important  at 
the  bt>gi lining,  hut   became  more  so  after  the  infantry  had   become  so 
BevereTy  engaged,  and  after  two  regiments  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
third  had  been  moved  to  the  r^ght,  leaving  the  original  position  of  the 
brigade,  to  be  held  by  a  comparatively  small    force  of  infantry.     The 
fire'of  the  battery  was  well  aimed  and  rapid,  and  the  position,  under 
an  ox(^-edingly  heavy  fire  from  tlie  enemy,  was  maintained  with  great 
gallantry.      At   one  'time,  very  heavy  bodies  of  infantry  were   to  be 
seen  in  the  open  field   beyond  the  ravine  and  to  our   right,  drawn  up 
in  many  lines,   and  apparently   preparing  for  a  formidable  advance. 
Captain    Crenshaw's    g  ms,  Mirectod -on    the    masses,    caused    them 
quickly  to  disappear,  sheltering  themselves   m  the  long  hollow  which 
ran  through  the  field,  and  rendered  the  enemy's  position  sj  strong. 
At  a  late  hour,  a  large  body  of  troops  was  seen  to  oTir  left  beyond  a 
house  in  front.     This  was  the  point  at  which  we  thought  it  probable 
that  General  Jackson's  troops  would  emerge  from  the  woods  and  at- 
tack the  enemy    lu  fiank  ;   but  upon  watching  the  body  of  troops  be-^ 
fore  me  for  a  .short  time,  I  became  satisfied  that  they  belonged  to  the 
enemy  and  threatened  a  d-m serous  assault  on  our  left,  where    it  was 
weak;   I  therefore  ordered  Caprain  Crenshaw  to  fire  upon  them.   Very 
Boon  a   staff  officer  of  General    Ewell  came  up  to  insist  on  stopping 
this  fire,  as  General  E*ell  believed  the  troops  before  us  were  friends. 
I  caus3d  the  fire  to  be  suspended  for  a   few  moments)  but  being  fully 
satisfied,  bv  further  observation,  my  first  conclusion  was' right,  I  di- 
rected Captain  Crenshaw  to  resume  the  fire,   which  he  did,  with  good 
aim,  dispersing  the  enemy  quickly.     General   Ewell   was   afterwarda 
fuUv  satitfied  with  the  correctness  of  this  course.    At  one  time  during 
the  action,  and  before  firing  on    the  troops  mentioned,  Captain  Cren- 
ehaw,  with  my  approval,  withdrew  the  battery  to  some  distance  to  tho 
rear  to   rest  for  three  quar/era  of  an   hour.     For  a  part  of  the  time 
during  the  action,  two  or  th^ce  batteries  were  firing  on  hi  ^  at  once  ; 
at  last,  two  of  the  pieces  having  been  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  the 


364  ■_  jl 

axles,  an^  the  other  two  having  becnnie  too  hot  to  fiic.  aii«l  raany 
ineii  >in<i  hnrpen  killetl  or  ilij^abUd.  I  directed  Captain  Creii^l»aw  to 
vith«lia-.v  his  battery  from,  the  fi<.l.i,  which  he  did  by  moving  the  two 
disabled  pitcos  by  hand  and  using  the  horses  with  mo?t  of  the  other 
guns.  C:ip*ain  Crenshaw"  was  immediately  replaced  hy  Captain  Mar- 
tii'iduke  Juhnson,  whom  General  L<^c  ordered  forward  on  '.iiv  applica- 
tion for  another  battery.  Capt  Jthiiscn,  who  had  alrcaily  been,  at  an 
early  hour  in  themoraing,  at  Mochanicsville,  proud  of  the  efficiency 
of  hi^  battery  by  silencing  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  opposite  to 
him,  eliterel  on  thi8  secenii  coi.flict  with  great  vigor.  Three  batte- 
ries opened  upon  him,  and  he  was  exposed  to  an  incessant  i<hower  of 
rifle  b;i^ls.  Hq  silenced  one  of  the  enemy's  batterres,  by  the  use  of 
round  shot,  and  kept  up  the  contest  hoily,  with  the  others.  In  .a 
short  tin;e,  I  think  about  twenty  minuter,  twenty  of  his  men  and  ten 
horses  were  kiled  or  wounde<l,  aud  his  b.ttery  was  disabled.  Under 
this  severe  fire  his  men  stood  to  their  guns  like  veterans,  till  1  or- 
dered ihe  battery  to'bc  witlulrawn.  in  order  to  replace  it  i^y  a  scetiqn  of 
that  of  Captain  McIntOfch,.  bent  forward  by -General  Lee.  at  my  re- 
quest. 

Captain  Mcintosh  had  hardly  tikon  liis  position  when  liis  horse 
was  shot  under  him.  Like  Captain  Johiison,  Captain  Mclnto.h  had 
already  proved  the  efficiency  of  his  ))atti;ry,  at  ^lecbanicsville,  having 
opened  the  light  and  bei.:n  hotly  ergag..d  the  evening  before,  and 
having  resumed  it  in  the  morning,  until  all  his  ammur.ition  was  ex- 
pendi'd,  aiid  ho  jvas  obliged  to  go  baek  for  a  further  supply..  When 
Cajitiiin  .Mcliitosh  took  his  position,  he  found  the  viow  of  ilr^  enemy's 
position  toi>  much  obstructed  by  smoke  and  dust  to  allow  him  to  aim 
»t  any  obj.'ct.  Ho  tircti  twu  or  three  rounds,  but  no  aitiliery  replied 
to  him.  He  then,  by  my  direction,  wil^idyew  his  guns  som  .'  distance 
to  the  rear,  to  remain  in  readin$-s  for  f  iriher  orders. 

It  was  now  towards  sunset,  and  from  this  time  until  half  pist  eight 
o'clock,  when  <he  enemy  were  driven  from  the  field,  undev  the  re- 
peated attacks  of  large  bodies  of  fresh  tVoops.  the  regiments  of  my 
brigade  were  engnged  at  diHerest  points,  us  I  have  stated  above. 


Camp  Gregg,  Vir-ciMA,  ) 
March  ID,  1 8'.. 5.    .  $. 

I,  A.  C.  ITnskell,  certiTy,  on  honor,  tint  tlie  original,  of  which  the 
foregoing  \^  h  copy,  was  found  am  jng  General  Gregg's  pipf^rs.  I 
am  well  acq;iainte(l  with  General  Gr<^'gg's  hand  writing,  and  I  know 
the  sai  I  repoit  to  ba  in  his  proper  hand  writing.  No  funher  report 
of  the  operations  around  llichmond  cm  be  found  am  )'ig  General 
Gregg's  ;).ipe*s. 

A.  C.  HA8KELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Cineral. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  RANSOM  OF  OPERATIONS  Olf5  THE 
25rn,  2GthAND  ITm  JUNE,   I8G2. 

Headquarters  Skcond  l>RiGAnE,  Department,  N.  C,  > 
Dnwr^/s  Bluff,  Julj'  19,  1862.  \ 

Assistant  Adjutant  Grne«\l, 

General  Hugn-'^s  Division  : 

Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  pubait  the  following  report  of  the  psirt 
tiken  by  the  dif^Vrent  regiments  coinposiri<j;  «ny  brigmlo  at  die  ti^nc, 
on  the  ^ioth.  nn'i  '26th,  an<l  27th  of  Inst  month  : 

On  tifb  24th-ultitno,  tl|p  btigaile  left  Pete. s^mrg  for  Richmond,  wr.th 
orders  t.)  report  to  (Jeneral  ]jOQ.  About  ten  o'clock  nt  night,  I 
reached  Richmond,  with  the  twenty -fifth  North  Carolina  volunteer?, 
(Colonel.  Rtjfledge ;)  the  twenty-fourth,  thirty  fifth  and  fo)fy-ninth 
having  preceded — *he  tweniy -sixth  and  forty-eighth  being  le!t  to  fellow. 

r>cfr)te  dat light,  on  the  2jrh,  all  had  re  jched  IJichmoTid.  Fp'm 
my  arriv:il  in  Richmond.  I  receive<l  orders  to  r^^ort  to  General  Uu- 
ger,  to  be  placed  by  him  in  reserve,  on  the  Williamsburg  ro;id.  At 
an  earl.y  hctr  I  started  the  ;roop?,  giving  diteetions  for  them  to  report 
to  Gener  il  Huger.  At  nine,  A.  M.,  1  reported  at  headquarters  of 
General  H-if'-  r,  for  orders,  and,  after  waiting  for  an  hour  (ir  more, 
ascertaifnil  th;>'  (iener.Ml  Wright  hiid  sent  buck  and  ovde!e<l  fuvwurd 
two  of  my  mgiments.  the  twent}'- fifth  and  forty-ninth,  ColoneU  Rut- 
lege  an  1  ll.;nns'(ur.  I  at  once  marched  to  the  front  and  pa-«f  the  en- 
trenchments, when  I  learned  that  Colonel  Rutledge's  regiment  was  then 
Actually  engaging  fhe  en^my  just  to  the  left  ^of  the  AViHiiim^burg 
road,  ii''.uit  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  front  of  our  woiks-.  Fiom 
that  time,  eleven  o'clock.  A.  M.,  till  sunset,  thif*  regiment  held  in 
check  th'  >'  '''"j's  troops,  wix)  three  times  attempted  t:>  force  ihein, 
but  witb  !  c(feet.  Ab(;ut  six.  P.  ?»I.,  the  enemy  opened  upon  that 
regiment  with  grape,  but  they  jield  their  pq>»ition  witliout  wveiing, 
until  Citpta  '  Uugcr,  with  a  ^C(;tion  of  hi.^  bittery  completely  silencLd 
the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Duri  g  lb  whole  afternoon,  the  enemy  was  throwing  shell,  and  at 
one  time,  veiy  rapidly.  C:i'-ualtiep,  two  killed  and  Bcverul  Wi'onded. 
This  wn>  :ho  first  time  that  ♦his  re^itnent  (twenty-fifth)  was  cer  under 
fire,  altb;.iji;h  in  service  for  neirly  n  year.  The  regiment  b.  haved 
admirably  and  I  r.u  proud  to  bear  witness  to  its  unwaverihg  gal- 
lantry. 

The  forty. ninth  North  Carolina  voliintef^rs,  Cobmel  Ramscur,  wafl 
the  next  to  take  position  un<ler  fire.  On  the  '26th  June  it  was  placed 
in  support  of  a  rcjjiment  of  Coloml  Wri;!ht — several  castnities  oc- 
curred. In  be  afternoon  it  was  relieved  by  i|ie  twenty-four'h.  Colo- 
nel Cbnke.  On  several  orcasio  ip.  ffoin  »he  2.oth  to  the  2J)th,  th© 
regiment  ^  h^  under  fire,  and  aetrd  hiind-"omfly  It  1:hc1  then  been  in 
Bcrvice  only  about  two  month-*.  I  have  before  r-  ported  its  conduct 
on  the  l.-^t  inst.  The.  twenty  fourth,  Colonel  Clarke,  relieved  Cobinel 
Rarafleur's  rigiment  in  the  nfteinoon,  and  was  pujhed  forward  to  the 
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advance  pickets,  where  it'mct  a  severe  fire,  but  it  repulsed  the  enemy, 
and  c:>pturcd  eeveral  muskets/  During  the  cveniiig,  two  were  kil'ed. 
and  peven  wounded.  At  sunset,  the  regiment  was  relieved.  Oa 
the  27th,  the  regiment  went  again  on  picket.  During  the  afternoon, 
the  enemy  atiempted  to  dislodge  it,  with  both  artillery  and  infantry, 
but  Avithout  effect.  At  two  o'clock  at  night,  he  made  an  attack,  but 
was  signally  repulsed. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  line  was  advanced,  a  few 
prisoners  captured,  and  the  enemy's  pickets  driven  to  hi.s  works.  This 
regiment  had  never  before  been  under  fire,  and  its  conduct  deservedly 
received  my  couim'^n(rat\pn. 

The  forty-eighth,  Colonel  R.  C.  Hill,  e^ldy  in  the  day,  2  7th  June, 
had  been  thrown  dut  to  suppoit  Colonel  Dole.«  During  the  afiernoon, 
by  Fome  misapprehension,  it  had  retired  to  xho  works  a  few  hundred 
yards  in  rear.  As  soon  as  I  ascertained  thi.«  fact,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  out  to  its  former  position.  This  was  about  six,  P.  iM.  Hardly 
had  the  regiment  gotten  to  the  groimd,  before  the  enemy  was  S'-en 
advancing  in  strong  force.  Colonel  Hill  had  formed  bis  regiment 
just. in  front  of  Frerich's  house,  behind  a  low  bill,  and  ynder  cov-r  of 
a  fence.  Before  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  regiuient,  which  was 
lying  down,  ro?e,  charged,  and  drove  hira  back  several  hundrtd  yards, 
covering  the  ground  with  his  dead  and  wounded.  There  were  known 
to  have  been  two  regiments,  the  fir::t  New  York  and  tenth  Indiana 
opposed  to  them.  Colonel  Hill's  loss  was  eighteen  killed,  and  from 
sixty  to  eighty  wounded.  He  has  midf;  no  official  report,  as  on  the 
day  after  this  be  was  detached  fio^i  rr'^  brigaile,  and  I  have  not  since 
been  able  to  communicate  with  him.  Colonel  Hill  was  conspicuously 
gallant.  His  regiment  was  only  two  month.5  in  service,  and  I  am 
happy  to  have  witnessed  its  courage. 

At  sunset,  Juno  25th,  Colonel  Ransom's  regiment,  thirty-fifth 
North  Carolina  volunteers,  relieved  the  twenty-fifth  on  picket.  At 
about  nine  and  a  half,  P.  M.,  the  enemy,  undur  rover  of  the  dark- 
ness, approached  to  witiiin  le.-s  than  a  hundred  yards,  and  opened 
with,  a  heavy  fire  :)f  muslvetry  noon  the  regiment.  The  fire  was  in- 
stantly returned  jvith  f<?arful  eflfect,  as  the  enemy  werc-standing  and 
our  ni«'n  Ij'ing  down.  A  j-mall  portion  of  the  regiment  became  disor- 
dered. *ut  the  Colonel  soon  brought  them  intoposition  ;  and  although 
twice  afterwards  during  the  night  they  were  attacked,  the  regiment 
held  its  position  till  morning,  without  giving  a.  foot  of  ground,  losing 
one  Vnied  and  five  wounded.  At  the  battle  of  Newbtrn  this  regi- 
ment is  said  to  have  acted  badly.  On  the  night  of  the  2oth  ultiuio 
and  Ist  instant,  it  acted  with  wonderful  staunchness  and  aduiirable 
gallantry.     Any  officer  may  be  proud  to  command  it. 

At  a  little  before  dark,  25th  June,  Colonel  Vance,  twenty-sixth 
North  Carolina  volunteers,  relieved  the  twenty-fourth  in  front  of  iho 
enemy.  During  the  night  it  was  attacked  by  a  strong  holy  of  the 
enemy.  Most  of  the  regiment' held  its  ground  and  did  good  service. 
A  part,  however,  became  detached,  and  left  its  posiiic-n,  which  it  did 
not  retake  till  next  morning  The  loss  was  three  killed  and  eight 
wounded.     On  the   27th  June,  the  regiment  was  again   on  picket^ 
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pushed  to  the  front,  and  took  possession  of  some  unfinished  works  of 
the  enemy.  Just  as  it  was  about  to  be  relieved,  it  was  attacked  bv  tho 
enetnj'-.  but  returned  the  fire  po  briskly  and  with  such  effect  as  to 
drive  them  back.  Tho  loss  to  us  was  two  wounded.  In  making  this 
report,  I  am  without  any  official  coramunicatirn  from  Gils.  Hill  and 
Kamseur.  The  cause  of  the  absence  of  a  report  in  case  of  Col.  Hill 
I  have  explained.  Colonel  Kamseur  was  severely  wounded  on  the  1st 
instant,  in  the  engagement,  and  has  not  been  able  to  communicate 
with  me  since.  My  brigade  was  composed  of  new  troops,  and  those 
principally  who  had  never  been  under  fire  of  any  description. 

During  the  whole  of  the  afternoon  of  the  2oth,  all  of  them  were 
subjected  to  quite  a  lively  .fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  <luring 
that  and  the  coi.fiicts  of  the  days  and  nights  subsequent,  it  behaved 
in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  well-tried  veterans.  To  all  the  field 
officers  I  owe  my  thanks,  particularly  to  Colonels  Clarke  and  Rutledge, 
Kamseur  andClanacm. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Brigadier  General. 


GENl^RAL  RANSOM'S 'REPORT  OF  BATTLE  OF  MALVERN 

HILL. 

Headquarters  Second  Rrigadi^,  Holmes'  D.virion,  > 
7Mio;y.9ii/w^;  Fa.,  July  II,  1863.       j 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

AssiUant  Aujutant  General,  General  Hugrrs  Diihiun  : 

Sir  :  Havinf];  been  temporarily  attache-}  to  General  Hnger'a  cora- 
mantl  at  the  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  ])•^rt  fakrn  by  iiiy  brigafle  in  the  action  on  Malvern  Rill,  during 
the  aftoriinon  of  the  2(1  instant : 

Mv  hiigade  eoiipisted  of  the  fo'loM"infi;  nnrrirtl  regira'ents.  all  from 
North  Carolina  :  twenty-fourth.  Colojiel  (Jl-.irke;  twentv-fifth.  Colo- 
nel Ru'ticdge ;  twenty-sixth.  Colonel  Vamro  ;  thi!*ty-fiftb.  Colonel 
Ransom  :  fortyeighrh.  Colonel  Hill;  forty-ninth,  ColoneJ  Rnmspur — 
Colonel  Villi's  rt'giinent  was  absent  on  duty  with  the  brigade  <  f  Gen- 
eral ^V  liker.  The  effective  force  present  was  about  th»ee  thonsMud. 
Between  two  and  three  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  the  brigade  left  the  Quaker 
road,  m/i«I  was  put  in  line  of  battle,  by  General  Huger's  order,  about 
a  mill'  and  .i  quarter  from  whore  the  action  was  then  going  on.  The 
giound  then  occupied  was  a  belt  of  woods,  bordering  on  a  small 
streiuii. 

Ill  this  position  we  rem«iiiicd,  exposed  to  the  bursting  of  an  oc- 
casionnl  shell,  until  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  a  messenger 
reach' d  me  from  General  Magruder,  asking  that  I  would  go  to  his 
pnp})')i  r.  The  summons  was  not  obeyed  ;  but  I  sent  word  to  Gi  neral 
XI  ig(-r  to  gel  instructions.  His  tcjdy  sustained  my  action.  In  a'>out 
liiiif'in  hour  rtnothcr  order  from  General  Magruder  arrived.  General 
IIug'M  V,  ><  presi-nt,  an  ''',  under  his  diiection,  I  informed  General  Ma- 
gruder Ti;:ir,  or  lers  tome  must  come  thri^igh  (ieneral  Huger.  'J'he 
engagt'Ub  lit  \  ;is  now  very  warm,  and  extended  along  our  whol"  {'iont. 
At  ^'C  yv\i  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  received  word  from  General  Magruder  ihat 
ho  must  i  ive  aid,  if  otily  a  regiment.  The  message  was  so  ])ies:o;ng 
that  T  t  once  direcfed  Colonel  Clarke  to  go,  with  his  regiment,  ?n(i 
report  to  General  Magruder,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sent  my  aitl  tie- 
camp.  Lieutenant  Broadnax.  to  General  Iluger  for  orders.  Lieuten- 
ant I.  brought  me  somewhat  diseretionaiy  orders,  to  go  or  not.  but 
not  to  i^lice  myself  under  General  Magruder.  The  bri^rade  was  at 
once  put  in  motion  by  the  right  flank,  (as  the  line  avo  had  been  occu- 
pying was  at  right  angles  to  that  upon  which  the  battle  was  r:<ging,) 
Colouui  Clarke's  regiment  had  already  gone  ;  Colonel  Rutledge  next 
followed;  then  Colonel  Ransom.  Colonel  i-amseur  an  I  Colonel -Vance, 
all  mov^d  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  at  the  doubij-quick.  As  each  oT 
the  tUreo  first-named  regiments  reached  the  field,  they  were  at  once 
thrown  into  action,  by  General  Magruder's  ordets.  As  the  liisl  two 
arrived,  t'.ey  were  halted  by   me,  to   regain   their   breath,  and   then 
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jxnshed  forward,  under  a3  tearful  afire  as  the  rfiind'can  conceive.  In 
the  charge  made  by  .Colonel  Ransom's  regiment,  he  was  thrice 
wou.ndeii,  and  had  to  be  taken  from  the  field.  The  lieuten-mt  colonel 
(Petoraj)  then  took  command,  and,  in  a  few  moment.*,  he  fell,  mor- 
tally woundeii,  Cclonel  Rutledge's  regiment  went  gallantly  fosward, 
and  the  colonel  was  seriously  stunned  by  tue  explosion  of  a  shell, 
and  the  niajor  severely  wounded.  The  fire  was  so  fiim  that  the  three 
regiments  were  compelled  to  fall  back  un<ler  the  crest  of  some  inter- 
vening hills. 

At  this  juncture,  I  arrived  with  Ransom's  and  Vance's  regiments, 
and,  ordering  the  whole  to  the  light,  so  as  to  be  able  to  form  under 
<;over,  brought  the  brigade  in  line,  within  tWo  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  Ti)is  was  upon  our  extr<Mne  right..  The  hills 
atforihxl  capital  cover.  1  haii.no  difficulty  in  forming  the  line  as  I 
desired.  In  going  to  this  position,  1  passJ^i  over  a  brigade,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Anderson,  of  Georgia,  and  requested  him  to  sup- 
port me  in  the  charge  I  was  about  to  make.  This,  to  my  sad  disap- 
pointment, he  dociined  to  do. 

It  was  new  twilight;  the  line  was  put  in  motion,  and  moved 
Bte.idily  forward,  to  within  less  than  a  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries. 
The  enemy  seemed  to  be  unaware  of  our  movement.  Masses  of  hia 
troops  seemed  to  be  moving  from  the  left  towards  the  right.  Just  at 
this  instant  the  brigade  raised  a  tremendous  shout,  and  the  enemy  at 
once  whirled  into  line,  and  opened  a  perfect  sheet  of  fire  from  mus- 
keirj'^  jind  the  battejcs.  We  stf^adily  advanceil,  to  within  twenty 
yards  of  the  guns.  The  enemy  had  concentrated  his  force  to  meet  us. 
Our  onwrtrd  movement  was  checked;  the  line  wavered  and  foil  back 
before  the  fire,~ihe  intensitv  of  which  is  beyond  description. 

It  was  a  bitter  (lisappointment,  to  bo  compelled  to  yield,  when  their 
guns  .^ecnied  afmost  in  our  hands.  It  was  now  dark,  and  I  conceived 
it  best  to  withdraw  the  b;igile,  which  was  quickly  done,  to  near  ihe 
point  from  which  we  had  started  at  seven  o'clock 

Although  we  did  not  succeed,  in  taking  the  enemy's  guns,  I  am 
proud  to  hear  testimony  to  tlie  resolute  and  gallant  ciiarge  of  the 
brigaile.  CiTicer.s  and  mtn  behaved,  in  every  way,  as  becomes  the 
Bohlier  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  While  I  cannot  but  be  happy 
•in  commending  those  who  survive,  we  must  not  pass  unnoticed  the 
gal^lant  dead,  and  most  conspicuous  among  them,  tho  noble  young 
Lieutenant  Colonel  PeCoray,  who  fell  at  the 'head  of  his  regiment.  ^  I 
ehould  do  injustice  if  I  fiilcd  to  mention  the  conspicuous  conduct  of 
Colonels  ilutlcdge.  Ransom  and  Riinseur.  the  two  latter  being 
Bevercly  wounded.  Major  Franco-!.  t<^i,  of  tlic  twenty-fifth,  d'sr^rves 
the  highest  approbation. 

To  my  staft',  rj,ieutcnant  J.  G.  .V'-he,  acting  a.s^^ifitaTit  a>ijiit:int  gen- 
eral ;  L^eutfhant  N,  E.  liroidnax,  aid-de-camp;  Captain  Fre  1.  Blake, 
volunteer  aid-d-j  camp.  1  am  indebtefi  for  valuable  assistance  in  the  field. 
To  ijicutenant  J.  L.  Henry,  first  North.  Carolina  cavalry,  ordnance 
officer,  I  must  express  my  thar^s,  for  his  energy  a^jd  zeal  irf  coUeet- 
ing  arras  and  aco'Uvr^i^nt^  under  fire.  • 
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A  list  of  casualties  is  here  appended:  Sixty-nine  killed,  three 
hundred  and  fifty-four  wounded,  seventy-six  missing;  total,  four 
hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MAHONE  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  HIS 
BRIGADE  FROM  JUNE  1st  TO  JUNE  30th,  1862,  INCLU- 
SIVE. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,   Virginia  Volunteers,  ) 
B'ug€r\s  Division,  July  10,  1862.  ) 

To  Colonel  S.  S,  Anderson, 

Adjidmtt   Gmeral,  Huger''s  Division  : 

•  Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Major  General 
commanding,  the  following  report  is  submitted  of  the  services  per- 
£prifted  by  this  brigade  subsequent  to  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines, 
Sunday,  June  1st,  to  that,  of  Malvern  Hill,  Tuesday,  July  let, 
1862,  inclusive  : 

Having  returned  from  the  battle-field  of  Seven  Pines,  Monday,  the 
2d  of  June,  it  was  assigned  to  position  on  our  front  line,  upon  the 
Charles  City  road,  at  Farad's  house,  connecting  on  the  left  with  Brig- 
adier General  Wright's  brigade,  stationed  in  like  manner  on  the  Wil- 
Jiamsburg'road.  Being  wholly  unsupported  on  the  right  towards  the 
Darbytown  road,  the  protection  of  the  long  line  was  committed  to  its 
charge,  which,  in  its  diminished  condition,  numbering  only  about 
€ighteen  hundred  (1,800)  men  and  officers,  imposed  constant  vigilant 
exertions.  For  four  weeks  the  laborious  duties,  incident  to  this  out- 
post position,  were  cheerfully  and  faithfully  performed  by  the  troops, 
t||iough  often  with  severe  trials  to  their  health,  owing  no  less  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  than  to  the  locality  which  they  occupied.  During 
this  period  several  skirmishes,  between  scouting  parties  in  advance  of 
the  lines,  occurred,  but  no  engagement  of  any  consequence,  except 
that  at  French's  field,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June,  upon  which  a 
separate  report  is  submitted.  In  these  skirmishes  two  men  were 
killed  and  two  wounded  on  our  side.  The  enemy's  loss  is  not  known  ; 
with  certainty  beyond  four  killed. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th  of  June,  orders  were  received  to  proceed 
down  the  Charles  City  road,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with 
other  forces  of  our  army,  now  pursuing  the  retreating  enemy 
along  the  line  of  the  Chickahominy,  but  mainly  in  reference  to  the 
forces  which  had  been  stationed  on  the  north  side  of  the  White  Oak 
Swamp,  immediately  confronting  our  position  on  the  Charles  City  and 
W^illiamsburg  roads.  This  brigade,  whicji  was  followed  by  those  of 
Brigadier  Generals  Armistead  and  Ransom,  pursued  their. march 
without  the  occurrence  of  any  incident  worthy  to  be  noted,  until  they 
arrived  at  the  place  known  as  Brightwell's  house,  where  a  small  party 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  met.  At  this  point  a  cross-road,  leading 
from  the  Darbytown  road,  was  known  to  pass  down  to  the  White  Oak 
Swamp,  crossing  the  swamp  at  a  passable  ford,  in  rear  of  Chapman's, 
leading  thence  into  the  main  White  Oak  Swhmp  road,  which  had  been 
heretofore  held  by  the  enemy,  and  upon  which  his  camps  and  fortifica- 
tions had  been   established.     It  was   anticipated  that,  by  the  White 
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Oak  Swamp  road,  Kearny's  division,  vrhicli  had  been  more  imme- 
diately confronting  our  lines,  would  attempt  to  retreat,  crossing  the 
Bwanjp  either  at  this  point  or  at  Fisher's  crossing,  wh«ere  another  di- 
vision of  the  enemy  was  known  to  have  been  fortified,  or  at  White 
Oak  Bridge,  where  he  was  also  known  to  have  been  in  large  force 
formidably  fortitified.  Upon  raeetiog  this  cavalry  scout,  it  was 
deemed  essential  to  our  safety,  before  leaving  this  pass  to  the-" Charles 
City  and  Darbytown  roads  in  our  rear,  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  had 
left  his  camp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp,  at  Chapman's  With 
this  view,  a  reconnoitering  party  was  immediately  despatched,  which 
eoon  returned  and  reported  the  enemy's  column  then  in  the  act  of 
crossing  the  swamp,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  our  troops.  Tte 
brigade  was  promptly  placed  in  position,  to  meet  the  approach  of^this 
force,  whose  advance  guard  and  our  skirmishers,  in  a  few  minutes 
afterAvards,  came  into  collision.  This  guard  was  dispersed,  and  two 
regiments  of  the  brigade  pushed  forward  upon  the  crossing  at  the 
ewamp.  Meantime  a  cavalry  scout  of  the  enemy  again  made  its  ap- 
pearance, advancing  up  the  rood,  and  were  routed  with  a  loss  of  three 
fT.en  and  three  horses  killed.  It  was  now  night,  and  our  forces,  hold- 
ing this  position,  slept  upon  their  arms.  At  this  point  vv;e  captured 
fifteen  prisoners.  Early  the  next  morning,  ii  was  ascertained  that 
Kearny's  division,  upon  coming  up  with  our  skirmishers,  had  re- 
croesed  the  swamp.  >S.'itipfied  that  the  enemy  had  changed  his  route 
of  retreat  across  the  swamp,  the  next  point  which  seemed  to  require 
the  like  precautions,  as  at  Hrightwell's,  was  Fisher's,  near  by  where 
there  was  a  still  bettor  crossing  of  the  swamp,  and  which  was  known 
to  lead  directly  to  a  large  camp  of  the  enemy.  The  brigade  was  new 
advanced  to  a  position,  covering  the  crossing  at  Fisher's,  when  it  was 
ascertained  that  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy  had  passed 
from  across  the  swamp  into  the  Charles  City  road  th6  evening  before. 
Again  moving  forward,  we  at  once  came  upon  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy,  and  found  the  road  for  more  than  a  mile  blockaded.  Skir- 
mishing was  kept  up  along  this  section  of  the  road,  the  enemy  readily 
yeilding  to  our  advance  until  we  came  to  Bracket's  field,  where  he 
was  found  in  force,  fortified  by  the  advantages  of  a  superior  position, 
which  it  was  deemed  ncccessar^*  to  reconnoitre  before  pushing  further, 
and  the  propriety  of  this  precaution,  it  may  be  well  to  remark,  was 
fully  sustaired  by  subsequent  actual  examination  of  the  ground  he 
occupied.  Meantime  two  pieces  of  Moorman's  batfery  were  put  in 
position,  and  opened  fire  upon  his  lines,  which  was  returned  with  great 
eneigy  and  effect.  .This  'continued  until  late  at  night!  The  loss 
of  the  brigade  in  this  engagement  was  serious,  considering  that  it  was 
confined  exclusively  to  the  artillery,  the  conduct  of  whose  officers 
and  men  deserves  high  commendation,  and  especially  that  of  Captain 
Moorman,  who  directed  the  operation  of  his  pieces,  under  a  g'^lling 
fire,  with  great  vigor  and  self-possesse.i  deliberation.  He  lost  in 
killed,  one  man;  in  wo^inded,  a  lieutenant,  two  non-commissioned 
officers  and  one  .private.  The  forty-first,  Virginia,  which  suffered 
more  severely  than  any  other  regiment,  owing  to  its  position  as  a  sup- 
porting force  to  our  battery,  and  where  it   behaved  well,  under  the 


373 


i.uthority  of  the  gallant  Pavham,  lost  iu  killed,  one  officer  and  seven- 
;een  privates,  and  in  wounded,  eighteen  privates.  The  torty-ninth 
Virginia,  occupying  like  relations  to  the  battery,  with  the  same  com- 


a.uth< 
teen 

Virginia,,  occupyi   ^  .       _ 

mendable  firmness,  stimulated  by  the  characteristic  coolness  of  ita 
fearless  commander,  Colonel  William  Smith,  also  suffered  heavily 
under  this  fire,  losing  in  killed  two  men  and  twenty-eight  wounded. 
The  iMxth  Virginia,  which  firmly  maintained  its  pli^ce  on  the  right  of 
our  front,  lost  in  killed,  on(f  commissioned  officer  and  two  privates, 
and  in  wounded,  two  privates.  When  it  was  considered  that  this  regi- 
ment suffered  this  entire  loss  from  a  terrific  cannonading,  (of  short 
duration,)  which  it  was  impossible  for  them  in  any  manner  to  return, 
their  intrepidity  cannot  be  too  much  admired. 

The  next  moniing,  Tuesday,  July  1st,  we  took  up  our  march  along 
.the  Charles  City  road,  iind  thence  into  the  (>uaker  road,  andmnder 
the  more  immedate  direction  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  until 
reaching  the  scene  of  the  engagement  of  that  day,  when,  by  his 
order,  the  brigade  was  reported  to  Major  General  Magruder,  by 
whom  it  was  at  once  put  into  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  in  connec- 
tion  with  which  its  conduct  and  casualties  are  made  the  subject  of  a 
separate  report.  , 

T  am,  Ccdonel,  vfry   respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILUAM  MAIIONE, 

Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MAHONE    OF    BATTLE  OF    JUNE 

2oTH,  1862. 

Headquarters  (Ix\  Field)   Second   Brigade,  Va.  Volunteers,  ) 

Huger''s  Divkion,  July   10,  1862.  .    ) 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson,  A.  A.  G.  Huger's  Division  : 

Colonel  :  The  importance  given  by  Major  General  McClellan, 
United  States  army,  to  the  engagement'which  took  place  in  French's 
field  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  June,  between  a  portion  of  his  forces 
and  tl^ose  of  Major  General  Huger's  command,  in  front  of  our  lines 
on  the  Williamsburg  road,  makes  it  but  just  to  the  troops  of  this 
brigade  that  the  part  performed  by  thern  in  that  action  should  be 
recorded.  It  is  apparent  from  the  despatches  of  the  Federal  com- 
mander to  his  Government  that  he  was  present,  in  person,  directing 
the  attack,  and  that  he  looked  to  it  as  the  beginning  of  a  general 
demonstration  upon  our  lines.  .  The  series  of  victories  achieved  by 
our  army  immediately  subsequent  may  giv^to  this  day's  proceedings 
still  more  consequence.  This  brigade,  it  will  be  remembered,  occu- 
pied that  portion  of  our  front  lines  which  covered  the  Charles  City 
road,  its  passes  and  approaches;  while  that  of  Brigadier  General 
Wright  held  a  like  position  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  immediately 
on  my  left.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  June  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  enemy  were  pressing  with  energy  upon  General 
Wright's  front,  '  Assistance  from  this  brigade  was  immediately  ten- 
dered, but  in  a  short  time  General  Wright,  sustained  by  a  portion  of 
Brigadier  General  Ransom's  brigade,  succeeded  in  driving  him  back 
over  the  ground  he  had  so  boldly  presumed  to  occupy,  and  the  firing 
had  now  ceased.  With  the  view,  however,  of  providing  against  a 
renewal  of  the  attack  by  the  enemy  with  an  increased  force,  and  any 
attempt  which  might  be  made  to  flank  General  Wright's  position  on 
the  right  .of  his  line,  where  it  appeared  he  was  not  sufficiently  pro- 
tected, a  large  portion  of  this  brigade,  .with  two  pieces  of  Grimes' 
artillery,  were  brought  up  and  placed  in  position,  the  former  under 
cover  of  woods,  and  the  latter  masked.  Soon  after,  skirmishing,  with 
some  severity,  was  renewed  on  General  Wright's  front,  and  in  the 
afternoon  a  vigorous  attempt  was  made  to  turn  his  flank  where  I  had 
anticipated  such  efl"ort  would  be  made.  For  tlys,  however,  we  were 
prepared,  and  a  few  well  directed  shots  from  Grimes'  pieces  drove  the 
enemy,  with  loss  and  confusion,  from  his  position.  But,  in  a  few 
minutes,  he  returned  to  the  conflict  under  cover  of.  a  piece  of  artil- 
lery, which  was  placed  in  a  position  favorable  to  his  contemplated 
advance.  At  this  point  of  time,  now  late  in  the  evening,  Colonel 
Wills'  regiment,  of  Ransom's  brigade,  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle, 
supported  on  the  left  by  #olonel  Doles'  regiment,  of  Wright's  brigade. 
The  firing  now  became  active  and  serious  in  its  eflfects.  Colonel 
Wills'  regiment,  having  moved  close  upon  the  enemy  in  his  concealed 
position,  had  suffered  severely,  and  for  a  moment   gave  way.     Their 
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ground,  however,  was  promptly  occupied  by  the  twelfth  and  a  bat- 
talion of  the  sixth  Virginia  regiments,  of  this  brigade.  Meantime, 
Colonel  Smith,  of  the  forty-ninth,  whose  regiment,  with  that  of  the 
forty-first  and  the  second  battalion  of  the  sixth  Virginia,  had  been 
placed  in  a  skirt  of  vroods  leading  out  on  the  enemy's  left  flank,  most 
opportunely  moved  forward  and  attacked  him  upon  his  rear  and  flank. 
Thus  pressed  simultaneously  ugon  front  and  flank,  the  enemy  fled 
precipitately,  leaving  a  large  number  of  his  dead  and  wounded  scat- 
tered upon  the  field.     Colonel  Smith  captured  nine  prisoners. 

The  timely  appearance  of  Colonel  Smith  with  his  regiment,  and 
his  deliberate  and  judicious  direction  of  its  actions,  rendered  the  com- 
bined inovement  of  our  forces  at  this  point  eminently  successful.  His 
written  report  to  me  is  herewith  forwarded  as  an  interesting  paper  in 
connection  with  the  engagement.  In  this  action  the  forty-ninth  had 
two  oflScers  and  six  men  wounded,  the  sixth  Virginia  one  man 
wounded,  and  the  twelfth  twenty-three  men  wounded.  "    , 

All  which  is  respectfully  submifted, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier  General. 


REPO*RT  OF  GENER/VT-  M  AHONE  OF  BATTLE  OF  MALVERN 

HILL. 

HEAD'tiRS  SecoiNo  BuifiAOE,  Va.  Vols.,  Huger's  Division, 

July  15,  1862. 

Colonel  S.  S.  ANr>KR«ON, 

Assistant.  Adjutant  General,  Huge7'''s  Dimsif.n  : 

Colonel:  In  conformit}'  to  usage,  and  in  corapliance  with  the 
Major  Genevars  request,  I  beg  to  report  the  conc^uet  and  casualties 
of  this  brigade  in  ihc  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  Tuesday,  Julj  lat, 
1.S62  : 

As  directed  by  him,  the  brigade  ^vas  reported  to  Major  General 
Ma^ruder,  who  ordered  that  it  should  take  position  immediately  in 
rear  ef  Eri/radier  General  AVright's  brigade,  alrea'ly  in  position,  for 
(he  purpose  of  a  combined  charge  upon  the  line  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, which  he  had  arranged  to  make  by  simultaneous  movement 
Irora  our  front  and  flanks.  'The  brigaide,  although  prompt  in  moving 
to  the  position  assigned  it,  and  in  doing  whrch  was  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooter:?,  adroitly  poste^liDehind  wheat  shocks 
ill  the  valley  on  our  right,  had  not  yet  gotten  into  place  when  the  or- 
der came  from  General  MagrudQr,  who,  I  presume,  supposed  all  Avas 
ready  with  us,  that  the  charge  assigned  to  our  forces,  (General 
Wiighl's  brigade  and  my  own.)  should  be.  made.  It  was  now  about 
five,  P.  M.  The  order  was  responded  to  with  spirit  and  alacrity  by 
our  troops,  'but  with  less  order  and  eifeat  than  was  desirable,  and 
would  otherv,'ise  have  been  secured,  owing  to  the  circumstances  which 
I  have  adverted  to.  Our  troops,  however,  went  forward  with  an 
earnest,  over  a  succession  of  steep  hills  and  ravines,  until  coming  up 
within  a  few  hundre<i  yards  of  the  enemy's  left  batteries,  where  they 
encountere4  his  advance  troops,  in  large  focce.  strongly  positioned 
behind  the  crest  of  bills,  under  cover  of  his  guns.  At  this  time^ 
there  were  no  other  troops  engaging  the  enemy  in  our  view,  or  in 
supporting,  connection,  and  here,  for  abou-t  two  hours,  the  firs  and 
fury  of  battle  raged  with  great  obstinacy  and  destruction  on  both 
sides.  Our  men  finally  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
heights  occupied  in  our  front,  and  immediately  under  his  guns,  and 
upon  his  reserves  at  that  point,  and  occupying  the  position  from- 
which  he  had  resisted  our  advance  wi:h  such  obi5tinacy  and  deadly 
effect.  It  was  now  near  night,  when  it  wa.'^  discovered  that  the  en- 
emy had  advanced  from  his  right  across  the  f^eld,  and  had  enfiladed 
our  position.  Our  men  were  then  suffering  severely  from  his  fire  in 
this  direction,  when,  opportunely  for  our  protection,  and,  perhaps,  res- 
cue from  utter  destruction,  our  troops  came  upon  him  from  the 
right  of  the  line,  disconcerting  this  plan  of  his,  and  driving  him 
back,  with  great  slaugiitfer,  upon  his  line  of  artillery  and  reserves. 
In  the  meantime,  the  portion  of  our  command  which  had  driven  tho 
eneroy  from   our  front  and   occupied   his  position,  pressed  on   until 
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more  intiraately  eniSi^agecl,  many  of  them  falling  aide  by  side  with  his 
men,  and  near  his  batteries.  Utter  darkness  now  covered  the  si;ene, 
and  the  tragedy  closed,  leaving  General  Wright  and  myself,  with  thd 
remnants  of  our  shattered  brigades,  in  possespion  of  frlie  "ground, 
which  they  had,  at  a  heavy  sacrifice  of  kindred  blood,  but  with  spirit 
and  gallantry,  won.  General  Wright  and  myself,  conjointly  as  equals, 
and  not.aa  his  senior,  arranged  and  positioned  for  the  night- all  the 
various  troops  which  were  now  within  the  reach  of  our  authority — 
first  establishing  our  picket  line,  and  then  giving  such  attention  to 
the  wants  of  the  wounded  around  us  as  our  capacity^and  resources 
would  admit.  These  more  exigent  dispositions  completed,  General 
Wright  and  myself  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  enemy's  operation?, 
\yhen  it  was  readily  discovered  that  he  was  rapidly,  though  in  evident 
.good  order,  abandoning  his  lines,  which  .information  was  pro";'ptly 
communicated  to  General  Magruder.  x\t  an  early  hour  next-morn-, 
ing,  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  made  their  appearance  on 
the  line  which  he  had  occupied,  with  his  artillery  at  first,  and  for  a 
while  indicating,  by  thejr  movements,  the  purpose  of  a  descent  upon 
our  ambulunce  corps  and  details  then  employed  on  the  field  ;  the  orte 
in  their  legitimate  duties,  and  the  other  in  collecting  scattered  arms 
and  accoutrements.  The  small  body  of  troops  now  remaining  upon 
the  field,  and  under  my  command,  were  of  my  own  brigade  exclu- 
give,  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  of  the  twelfth  Virginia,  ihe  exer- 
tions and  gallantry  of  whose  Colonel,  D.  A.  Weisiger,  in  con- 
ductmg  the  operations  of  his  regiment,  morit  high  commendation. 
With  these,  I  continued  to  hold  the  ground  which  we  had  occupied 
during  the  night,  mainly  with  the  view  of  protecting  our  details  from 
any  onslaught  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  employing  details  from  ray 
own  limited  force  to  care  for  the  wounded,  and  to  gather  up  the  scat- 
tered arms  and  accoutrements  in  my  immediate  vicinity.  This  work 
completed,  and  the  enemy's  cavalry  liaving  withdrawn,  and  other 
bodies  of  our  own  troops  having  come  upon  the  field,  I  withdrew  my 
small  band,  which  was  now  much  in  need  of  rest  and  food.  It  would 
be  unjust,  perh:>.ps,  tr  particularize  any  acts  of  personal  gallantry, 
as  my  own  inability  to  overlook  the  conduct  of  all  might  lead  to  in- 
justice to  some  equally  distinguished  for  deeds  of  heroi;>»m.  The  ban- 
ners, however,  of  t;he  regiments  of  this  brigade,  which  were  engaged 
in  the  fight,  the  sixth,  sixteenth,  twelfth,  and  forty-first  Virginia  reg- 
iments, bear  'vidence  of  the  severity  of  the  fire  under  which-  they 
were  pressed  upon  the  enemy's  linos.  Unfortuiintoly,  that  of  the  six- 
teenth, which  was  borne  forward  with  conspicuous  gallantry  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Ham,  commanding,  and  returned  to  me  completely 
riddled,  and  its  staff  shattered  to  pieces,  was  taken  by  some  unworthy 
hand  during  tlic  night  we  remained  upon  the  field.  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Parh;im,  of  the  forty-first,  the  only  field  ollicer  with  the  regi- 
ment, WHS  unfortunately  seriously  woundej  while  boldly  leading  his 
regiment  into  action,  and  on  this  account,  thi^  regiment  p^^rticipated 
to  a  less  extent  in  the  fight,  though  it  suffereJ  quite  as  much,  owing 
to  its  expesed  position  while  engaged.  The  brigade  carried  inta  this 
battle    ninety-three  commissioned  officers    and  eleven  hundred    aad 
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thirty-three  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  lost,  in  killed, 
four  officers  and  thirty-fiye  men,  and  wounded,  thirteen  officers  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  men;  missing,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men. 

All  of  which,  Colonel,  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

'    '  Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  ARMISTEAD. 

Headquarters  Fourth  "Brigade,  Huger's  Division,  ) 
V  July  14,  1S62.  S 

f 

Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

A.  A.  General,  Huger^s  Division  :  * 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  dated  headquarters  department 
Northern  Virginia,  July  lOth,  1862,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

June  26th,  1863,  the  fourth  brigade,  Huger's  division,  was  posted 
about  five  miles  from  Richmond,  between  the  Richmond  and  York 
River  railroad  and  the  Williamsburg  road.  The  brigade  occupied 
rifle-pits  in  the  margin  of  the  woods,  from  the  railroad  to  the  Wil- 
liamsburg road,  in  front  of  an  open  field,  extending"  along  the  line 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  to  another  belt  of  woods.  The  ninth 
and  fifty-third  regiments,  and  fifth  battalion  were  thrown  out  as  pickets 
in  the  woods,  m  front  of  the  field  with  the  third  Georgia,  of 
•General  Wright's  brigf^e,  as  a  reserve,  engaged  the  enemy  at  ten 
o'clock,  A.  M.  Enemy  in  force.  The  fourteenth  and  thirty-eighth  sent 
in  to  support  the  line,  which  was  maintained.  Later,  the  fourteenth 
and. thirty-eighth  were  ordered  to  occupy  the  advanced  line  with  the 
ninth,  fifty-third,  and  fifth  battalion  as  reserve;  second  Georgia  in 
rifle-pits.  Loss  on  our  side  one  killed,  (private,)  one  wounded,  (lieu- 
tenant.) two  missing.  Loss  of  the  enemy  unknown.  Prisoners  taken 
and  sent  to  General  Wright's  headquarters,  one  captain,  one  sergeant 
and  nine  privates. 

June  26th,  1862.— The  third  Georgia,  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  re- 
lieved the  fourteenth  and  thirty-eighth  Virginia.  The  fifth  battalion-, 
ninth,  fourteenth  and  fiftv-third  ordered  back  to  rifle-pits. 

June  27th,  1862— The  fifty-third  and  ninth  relieved  the  second 
Georgia  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  Enemy  tried  to  force  the  line.  Four- 
teenth and  thirty-eighth  ordered  to  support  it.  Enemy  driven  back. 
General  Huger  orders  the  woods  to  be  held.  Don't  want  to  attack. 
Number  of  men  present  in  the  brigade  for  duty,  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty  eight ;  oflicers,  seventy,  exclusive  of  the  third  Georgia. 

June  28th,  1862.— At  sunrise,  thefourteenth  Virginia  was  ordered 
to  relieve  the  fifty-third,  which  came  back  to  the  rifle-pits  ;  reported 
loss,  seven  wounded.  The  ninth  and  fourteenth  Virginia  in  advance, 
thirty-eighth  as  reserve.  Four  o'clock,  P.  M.— Fifty  seventh  Vir- 
ginia ordered  out  as  advance,  all  other  regiments  ordered  back  to  rifle- 
pits. 

June  29th,  1862.— The  thirty-eighth  Virginia  ordered  to  support 
fifty- seventh,  at  six  o'clock,  A.  M. 

During  the  last  five  days,  there  has  been  constant  skirmishing 
along  the  line.     Sections  of  Captain  Turner's  and  Siribbliugs  artil- 
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lery  companies  were  in  position  ;  the* former  did  good  service,  and 
delivered  a  vcry«effoctivc  fire.  The  enemy  did  not  come  within  range 
of  the  guns  of  the  latter,  who  »as  ordered  not  to  fire  unless  the  en- 
em  v  came  into  the  ii(.'ld,*or  appeared  on  the  railroad.  Brigade  moved 
to  the  Ch  ules  City  wjad  8ki/inish  engagement  between  G-eneral 
Mahone's  hrigiide  in  advance,  and  the  enemy.  Captain  Grimes  (ar- 
tillerf  company)  n^pnrted  to  me. 

June  30th,  1862. — Moved  down  the  Charles  City  road  ;' General 
Mahono  in  advance.  Engaged  the  enerny  with  artillery.  Loss  in  my 
brigade,  on«  killed  and  one  wounded. 

July-  Ist,  1802. — Being  on  the  Charles  City  road,  between  the 
creek  called  White  Oak  ifwamp,  and  P.  Williams' farm,  1  was  ordered 
by  M'iijor  General  Iluger,  commanding  division,  with  my  brigade  and 
(lencral  \Vright's,  to  pa?s  to  the  right  of  the  Charles  City  road,  and 
take  the  enemy  in  flank.  Proceeding  in  this  direction,  by  a  blind 
road,  for  abouc  tv/o  miles,  it  brought  me  into  the  Long  Bridge  road, 
near  the  point  where  General  Longstreet  had  engaged  the  enemy  the 
day  before.  I  reported  to  General  Lee,  commanding,  and  was  ordered 
by  hiin  to  proceed  to  the  Quaker  road,  in  the  direction  of  Willis' 
church.  Proceeding,  in  obedience  to  orders,  for  about  a  mile  through 
the  woodr^,  around  Mrs.  C.  Gathright's  farm,  I  met  with  Captain  Sat- 
catti  the  commanding  Generars  aid,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
were  near  this  place  about  twelve  o'clock,  M.  I  immediately  threwt 
out  the  necessary  pickets  and  skirmishers  in  front,  and  took  a  i>oA- 
tion  with  the  right  of  my  brigade  in  a  ravine  near  the  edge  of 
the  woods  skirting  Crew's  farm  on  that  side.  By  a  reconnoissance, 
made  first  by  Colonel  Edmonds,  and  soon 'after  verified  by  General 
Wright  and  myself,  a  sketch  of  which,  made  by  Colonel  Edmonds,  was 
pent  by  me  to  the  commanding  General,  1  found  that  the  enemy  were 
in  large  force  near  and  around  Crew's  hou*e.  and  that  the  hill  in 
front  of  the  ravine  we  occupied,  was  a  gooil  position  for  artillery  ;  it 
was  asked  for,  and  (Japtains  Pegiam  and  Ci rimes'  batteries  were  sent. 
The  enemy's  pickets  were  handsomely  driven  irt  to  prepare  for  our  ar- 
tillery. They  were  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Evans,  fourteenth  Virginia,  the  senior  officer. 

The  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  had  opened  fire,  about  one  o'clock,  P. 
M.  The  fire  was  a  terrible  one,  and  the  men  stood  it  well.  The 
enemy  must  have  had  thirty  or  forty  pieces  opposed  to  ours,  of  supe- 
rior calibre.  No  men  could  have  behaved  better  than  C-.iptains  Pe- 
grain  and  Grimes  ;  they  worked  tlieir  guns  after  their  men  were  cut 
down,  and  onfy  retired  when  they  wore  entirely  disabled.  I  sent  for 
more  artillery  repo  itei'lly.  One  officer  reportetl  to  me,  whose  name  I 
have,  unfortunately,  forgotten.  But  what  I  wanted  never  arrived, 
that  is.  more  guns  and  heavier  ones.  About  thre'e  o'clock,  P.  M., 
General  J^ongstreet  came  where  I  was,  to  whohi  I  made  known  my  wants, 
.and  he  promised  to  let  me  have  what  I  required.  If  sent,  I  never  saw 
or  hckrd  of  them.  ^Shortly  after  th^s,  the  enemy  approached  with  a 
heavy  body  of  hkiruiishers.  I  ordered  the  thirty-eighth,  fourteenth 
and  fifty-third  Virginia  regiments,  of  my  brigade,  to  drive  them  back, 
which  they  dJTl,  in  handsome  style.     In  their  ardor,  they  went  too  far, 
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but  fortunately  gained  some  protection  by  a  wave  of  the  gi'ound  be- 
tween my  position  and  that  of  the  enemy.  I  was  thinking  of  the  best 
way  to  withdraw  them,  and  of  the  practiciibility  of  churgmg  the  t'-ne- 
my's  battery,  but  another  view  of  the  ground,  aifd  the  diKtanco, 
(three-fourths  of  a  mile,)  dctorrained  mc  in  tbe  r»pinion  that  it  waa 
folly  to  attempt 'it,  unless  there  could  be  a  simultaneous  charge  made 
upon  iho  right  and  left.  About  this  time,  somewhere  bt'tweon  four 
ami  five.  1'.  M.,  (General  M'lgruder  came  to  where  I  was,  as-^uined 
command,  and  gave  orders  for  a  charge — my  three  regiments  being 
Btill  in  advance  of  Generals  Mahone -and  Wright's  brigade,  A\hich 
came  up  immediately  on  my  ri^ht.  Ftdlowing  my  three  regimcats 
icanic  General  Cobb's  brigade, -and  soon  afrer,  the  ninth  r,nd  fifty-ihirtl 
Viiginia,  of  my  brigade,  and  these  by  the  fifty-seventh  A^iiginia,  same 
brigade.  The  enemy's  fire  ceased  soon  after  dark.  My  biigade  re- 
main', d  on  the  field  until  the  next  morning,  and  retired,  by  permia- 
Bion,  to  drier  ground. 

For  the  time  I  was  in  command,  I  have  to  thank  Gcneriil  Wri;rht 
for  his  hearty  co-operation  and  assistance.  lie  exposes  himself  un- 
necessarily. The  country  cannot  afford  to  lose  liivu.  '  To  Colonel. 
Edmonds  and  Major  Cabcdl,,of  the  thirty- eighth  Virgini-i,  and  to 
Col'-riel  Hodges  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Evan^i,  of  the  fourteenth 
Virginia,  my  thanks  are  due.  Others  may  e<{U.illy  merit  thcin,  I  do 
uot  <ioubt  it;  but  it  is  imppssibb^  for  any  one  man  to  see  everything 
on  a  haftle-fitld.  1  am  extreuiely  pleased  with  t^'<^  conduct  of  my 
brigaile  on  the  Ist  instant,  although  there  were  some  few  wh  >  diil  not 
behave  well. 

My  staft'  officers,  Captaiii  J.  W.  Pegram.  assistant  adjutant  gciierii]  ; 
I^ieuienanl  J.  D,  D^^rdon,  aid-de-oamp  ;  Lieutenant  W.  L.  Kanihdph, 
01  (imiiice -officer,  and  my  volunteer  aids,  Lieutenani;  John  Diinloj)  uid 
the  Kev.  J.  C.  Joyner,  eliaplin  of  the  fift3'-,<cvenrh  X^ii'ginia,  diii  all 
thill  men  could  da,  a»id  did  it  well,  ivieutenaiit  Dunlop  was  Cspeeiiiiy' 
much  expofeil  in  carrying  orders.  .  Lieutenant  R.  '1*.  D.inielJr  ,  n«'ju. 
tant  of  the  fifth  legiment,  reported  to  mc  on  the  27th  ultimo,  as  voM 
unteer  aid,  lie  rcu'lered  valuable  service  in  a  bold  reconno  s-a  ce,- 
and  for  his  subsequent  gall  »nt  conduct  1  have  to  refer  you  to  the  re- 
port of  Major  Cabell,  thirty-eighth  Virginia.  And  for  the  meritorious 
con<luct  of  many  others,  L  respectfully  refer  to  the  respective  reportfj'* 
of  the  subordinate  commanders.  1  would  also  mention  the  gool.coD-« 
due  (M' one  of  my  clerk?,  private  A.  T.  Darderi,  of  Upshur"n  ilandulph* 
dia;:oons.      lie  was  with  me  all  the  time. 

ii  y  brigade  remained  in  camp  until  the  3d  instant,  about  ten 
or  ilevcn  o'clock,  A.  M.  1  wjis  thin  or<leied  to  report  tq  Generalf 
Loi.;i8treet,  near  Temperance  Hall,  about  three  miles  from  Shiilcy^ 
neatly  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Appomattox.  On  the  road,  1  re-.- 
cei\  d  an  order,  from  General  liOng.;treet',  to  report  to  General  A  P. 
Jlill.  .vhich  I  <lid  that  cveiiing.  the  .'Jd.  ami  remained  hu'ijeet  t"  his 
onirrs  until  the  Ilth  instant,  when  I  rejoined  my  division,  at  li's 
plai*; 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  reports  of  suborHnat"  <•  ■ 
of  the  parts  taken  by  them  in'thc  engugeincftits  of  July  I 
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uf  reporfa  of  skirmishes  on  the  25th  and  27th  ultimo,  (originals  previa 
ouslj  forwarded,)  with  list  of  casualties.  All  of  which  is  respectfulljl 
submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.    •     .  "  L.  A.  ARMISTEAD, 

Brigadier  General. 


GENERAL  WRIGHT'S    REPORT    OF   BATTLE    OF    KING'S 

SCHOOL-HOUSE. 
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Headquartetrs  Third  Brigade,  Huger's  Division, 

Camp  in  Advance  on   Williamsburg  Road, 
July  8th,   1862. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

A.  A.   General,  Huger^s  Division : 

Colonel  :  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  a  report  of  the 
action  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  "King's  School-House,"  on  the 
25th  ultimo,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  great  battles  of  Rich- 
mond : 

About  daylight,  on  the-  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June, 
the  enemy  advanced  a  considerable  force  upon  our  pickets,  on  the 
right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and,  after  a  sharp  fire,  succeeded  in 
driving  them  back*to  the  skirt  of  woods  immediately  in  front  of  and-, 
about  half  a  mile  distant  from  our  lines.  The  fourth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, Colonel  George  Doles,  was  on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  his  regiment,  numbering  loss  than  four  hundred  men,  occu- 
pied a  line  of  twelve  hundred  yards.  He  had  instructions  to  give 
me  immediate  information  in  case  the  en«my  made  any  demonstration 
against  him,  and,  failing  to  receive  any  communication  from  Colonel 
Doles,  I  was  not  apprised  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  driving 
back  our  pickets  until  I  saw  them  coming  out  of  the  woods.  Injus- 
tice to  Colonel  Doles,  it  is  proper  to  state  that,  as  soon  as  he  dis- 
covered the  intention  of  the  enemy,  he  despatched  a  mounted  courier, 
to  give  me  the  proper  notice.  The  courier  took  to  his  heels,  failed 
to  bring  me  the  report,  and  has  not  been  heard  of*  since.  As  soon 
as  I  was  apprised  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  I  ordered  out  the  first 
Louisiana  and  first  Georgia  regiments,  and,  with  them,  immediately 
proceeded. *to  the  scene  of  action.  The  first  Loui&iana  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Shivers  commanding,  was  ordered  to  advance 
upon  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  its  left  resting  upon  the 
road,  and  the  twenty-second  Georgia  regiment,  Colonel  R.  K.  Jones, 
was  ordered  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  first  Louisiana.  These 
dispositions  being  made,  the  order  was  given  to  charge  upon  the  en- 
emy, then  about  emerging  from  the  woods,  and  drive  him  back  to 
their  entrenched  works.  The  order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity,  the 
troops  springing  forward  with  loud  cheers  and  advancing  through  a 
terrific  fire  of  musketry,  routed  the  enemy  and  drove  him  before  them 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Here  their  further  advance  lay 
over  an  open  field,  behind  which,  under  cover  of  heavy  forest  timber 
and  dense  underbrush,  the  retreating  foe  had  taken  shelter.  With  a 
gallantry  and  impetuosity  which  has  rarely  been  equalled,  and  cer- 
tainly never  excelled,  since  the  war  began,  these  brave  and  daring 
Louisianians  and  Georgians  charged  through  thia  open  field  and 
actually  drove  from  their  cover  the  whole  brigade,  supj^osod   to  be 
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Sickles'.     Our  loss  in  the  charge   was  heavy,  including  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Shivers,  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm.     The   enemy  being 
reinforced  by   the   addition  of  Barry's  brigade,  our  force  was  com- 
pelled to  retire  for  a  short  distance,  which  was  accomplished   in  good 
order.      During  this   time   a   strong   force  of  the  enemy,  after.wards 
ascertaineiJ  to  be  Meagher's  brigade'  was  pre"Ssed  forward  on   the  left 
and  near  the  Williamsburg  road,  and,  moviag  rapidly  up,  soon  drove 
our  pickets  from  our  lines.     At  this  important  juncture,  Oblonel  Rut- 
ledge's  North  'v.!arolina  regiment  came  up   to    our   asfeistance,  having 
been  ordered  up  by   Brigadier   General   Ransom   in    compliance  with 
my  request  for  support.      Colonel   Rutledgo   was  ordered  to  move 
down  on  the  left  of  the   road,  supported  by  the  third   Georgia  regi- 
ment. Major  J.  R.  Sturges  comra-mding.  engage   the  enemy^  and,. if 
possible,  drive  him  out  of  the  woods.     This   movement  was  executed 
in  handsome  style,  and   with  comf)letc   success.     The    enemy   having 
now  been  driven  on  both  sides  of  the  road  to  the  position  which  they 
occupied  when  the  Sglit  commenced,  except  f')r  a  few  rods  in   our 
centre  and  our  extrehie   right,  where   iheir  imrae^jse   force  had  suc- 
ceeded in  maintaining  the  advantage  won  from  us  in   the  morning,  a 
strong  elf«'Vt  was  made  to  dislodge  us  on  the  immediate  right  and  left 
of  the  road  and  a  battery  of  heavy    guns,  strongly    supported  by  in- 
fantry was  moved  down  the  road   to   wiihin   a   short   dis^tanco  of  our 
"lines.     This  movement  was  unobserved,  owing  to  the  dense  woods  on 
both  sides  of  the  road  ;    the 'rwid    itself,  at  this  point,  turning   sud- 
denly to   the    right,  securtd  them   an    unobserved    advance,  and   tho 
movement  was  not  detected  until  they  opened  upon  our  thinned  ranks 
a   raurderouri   fire  of  shell,  grape    and   canister.      On    the    immediate 
right  of  the  road,  the  first  Louisii^na  and  twenty- second  Georgipv  werfe 
•fitill  posted,  supported  by    Colonels   Clark    and  Ramseur's   rrgimonts 
of'  North  Carolina  troops,  ordered  up  by  General  Ransom  and  bravely 
maintained  their'positioa.     On  the  left  cf  the  road   the   enemy  made 
a  vigorous  attack,  and,  under  cover  of  tlieir  battery,  a  heavy  force  of 
infantry  was  advanced  'upon  Colonel    Rutledge's   corinmaivl,  who  re- 
ceived their  fir?  with   great  coolness  and  obstinately   disputed   their 
further  approach.     "As  soon  as  the  enemy's  battery    opene<l    upon  us, 
]  ordered  Captain  Frank  Iluger,  with  a  section  of  his  battery,  to  iul- 
vance  upon  the  left  of  the  road  and,  under  cover' of  a  point  of  -woods 
to  bring  his  guns  into  action  at  a  pmnt   about   eight   hundred   yards 
distant  from' the  enemy's  battery.     This  movement  was  executed  with 
great  celerity,  and   suddenly    unmasking   his   guns    Irom  behind  tho 
point  of  woods,  Captain  Iluger  opone<l  a  well  directed   fire   upon  the 
enemy's  battery,  which  in  a  very   few    minutes   disabled    their  guns 
and  drove  them  from  the  fieM.     Captain  linger  advanced  his  battery, 
upon  the  retreat  of  the  e'nomy;  to  within   a  few  rods  of  the  .position 
recently  occupied  by. the  enemy's  guns  and  poured  a  heavy  fire  upon 
their  infantry,  then  concealed  iu  the  thick  woods  on  the  ocher  side  of 
the  road.     Colonel  Ratledge,  with  his  own  and  Major    Sturges'  third 
Georgia  regiment,  had  not  only  maintained  his' position  on  the  left  of 
the  roa^,  but  bad,  with  these  two  small  regiments,  aotually  advanced 
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upon  and  driven  tlie  enemy,  at  least  three  thousand   strong,  back   to 
the  line  of  their  abattis,  in  the  rear  of  Schurin's  burnt  house. 

On  our  extreme  right  the  enemy  still  maintained  their  position  in 
the  heavy  woods  about  four  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  King's 
School- House,  and  not  more  than  one  thousand  yards  in  advance  of 
our  line  of  rifle-pits.  Colonel  Doles'  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  sup- 
ported by  Colonel  Hill's  North  Carolina  regiment,  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, engage  the  enemy,  and  if  possible,  dislodge  him  from  his 
advanced  |iosition  in  the  woods,  and  drive  him  back  beyond  the  lines 
occupied  by  our  pickets  in  the  morning.  This  order  was  promptly 
obeyed  by  Colonel  Doles  vrho.  with  his  small  command,  now  worn  out 
and  completely  exhausted  by  the  fatigue  and  want  of  rest  the  night 
before,  and  the  constant  fight  during 'the  whole  day,  rushed  forward 
and  soon  found  themselves  confronted  by  Sickles'  brigade  strongly 
posted  in  a  thick  growth  of  pines.  The  fire  here  for  twenty  minutes 
was  furious  and  terrific  beyond  anything  1  had  ever  witnessed,  but 
the  gallant  fourth  pressed  on  amid  a  deadly  fire,  and  soon  the  foe  be- 
gan to  fall  back.  Seizing  the  opportune  moment,  a  charge  was 
ordered  and  our  men  rushed  forward,  and,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
drove  the  enemy  in  great  disorder  and  confusion  through  the  woods  to 
King's  School  house,  where  they  were  temporarily  rallied  for  a  few 
minutes,  but  another  deadly  volley  from  the  fourth  Georgia,  followed 
by  a  dashing  charge,  and  the  enemy  tied  from  their  position,  leaving 
us  masters  of  the  field  and  in  po.ssession  of  a  great  number  of  prisoners, 
besides  mo.?t  of  their  killed  and  a  few  of  their  wounded. 

While  this  l;ist  movement  was  progressing,  1  had  ordered  the  firal 
Louisiana  regiment,  now  commanded  by  Captain  Nolan,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Shivers  having  been  disabled  by  a  wound  in  the  right  arm,  re 
ceived  in  the  morning  while  charging  across  the  field  before  alluded 
to,  and  the  twenty-second  Georgia,  supported  by  Colonels  Clark  and 
Ransom's  North  Carolina  troops  to  advance  and  regain  the  centre  of 
our  picket  line,  from  which  we  had  been  forced  to  retire  by  an  over- 
whelming force  concentrated  against  us  there  about  the  middle  of  the 
day.  These  regiments,  now  sadly  thinned  by  their  severe  losses  of 
the  morning,  again  moved  up  in  good  order,  and.  after  a  feeble  resist- 
ance by  the  enemy,  again  took  possession  of  our  old  picket  lines. 
The  day  had  now  closed,  and  the  fight  ceased,  leaving  us  masters  of 
*  the  battle  field  and  in  the  identical  position  our  pickets  occupied  wheft 
the  enemy  made  the  first  attack  in  the  morning 

Our  troops,  during  the  whole  day's  fight  acted  with  great  coolness 
and  courage,  and  in  the  morning  when  we  were  compelled,  more  than 
once,  to  fall  back,  the  movement  was  always  conducted  in  good  order 
and  without  the  slightest  confusion. 

The  operations  of  the  enemy  were  conducted  by  General  McClellan 
in  person,  and  thr  troops  engaged  embraced  all  of  Kearney's  division 
and  a  part  of  Hooker's,  numbering  in  all  not  less  than  eight  or  tea 
thousand.  To  oppose  this  heavy  force  I  had  ray  own  brigade  (number- 
ing about  two  thousand  men)  and  tv.'o  regiment."',  Colonels  Rutledgo 
and  Hill's,  of  General  Ransom's  brigad'e,  about  one  thousan<l  men, 
•»  making  my  whole  force  engaged  not  more  than  throe  thousand  men. 
25 
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The  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  drive  U8  back  from  our  pickef. 
liac,  occupy  it  himself,  and  thereby  enable  him  to  advance,  his  works 
gcveral  hundred  yards  nearer  our  lines.  In  this  he  completely  failed, 
and  although  Genial  McClellan  at  night  telegraphed  over  his  own 
pi--Tnature,  to  the  Avar  office  in  Washington,  that  he  had  accomplished 
bis  object;  had  driven  me  back  for  more  than  a  mile;  had  silenced 
ay  batteries,  and  occupied  our  camps,  there  is  not  one  ivoid  of  truth 
in  the  whole  statement.  When  the  fight  ceased  at  dark  I  occeupied  the 
very  line  my  pickets  had  been  driven  from  in  the  morning,'and  which 
I  continued  to  hold  until  the  total  rout  of  tho  Federal  army  on  the 
?9th  ultimo. 

In  this  severe  and  long-contested  battle,  all  our  troops  behaved  well 
without  exception.  But  without  disparaging  the  merit  of  others,  I 
beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  first  Lou- 
iniana  regiment  in  their  charge  across  the  field  early  in  the  morning, 
End  the  very  creditable  manner  in  which  Colonel  llutledge  met  and. 
icj.uised  a  whole  brigade  with  his  own  and  Sturgis'  third  Georgia 
regirpcnt.  The  conduct  of  Colonel  Doles,  fourth  Georgia  regiment, 
c!Ls!!enges  our  Avarmcst  admiration  and  thanks  for  the  gallant  manner 
in  which  it  rallied,  late  in  the  evening,  and  drove  from  their  stronghold 
the  famous  "Excelsior  brigade."  1  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  in  jus- 
tice to  these  two  regiments,,  the  first  Louisiana  and  the  fourth  Geor- 
gia, an  order  be  issued  authorizing  them  to  inscribe  upon  theiv 
banners,  "King's  KSchool-House."  I  was  greatly  assisted  throughout 
,the  entire  day's  fight  by  my  assistant  a(^jutant  general,  Captain  J.. 
B.  Girardy,  whose  coolness,  courage  and  daring  intrepidity,  through- 
out the  hottest  of  the  fight,  en^titles  him  to  receive  the  highest  com- 
mendations of  the  department.  I  regret  to  add  that  pfiy  volunteer 
aid,  Captain  Charles  L.  Whitehead,  was  taken  prisoner  late-  in  the 
evening  while  taking  an  order  from  me  to  Colonel  Doles,  of  the  fourth 
Georgia  regiment.  The  conduct  of  this  young  officer  after  he  came 
upon  the  field  in  the  afternoon  was,  in  an  eminent  degree,  brave, 
chivalric  and  daring. 

Our  total  loss  in  the  whole  day's  fight  amounted  to  thirty^nine 
killed,  two  hundred  and  twenty  wounded,  a*nd  eleven-missing.  This 
does  not  include  the  loss  in  Rutlcdge's  and  Hill's  regiment?,  which 
was  slight — no  report  being  made  to  me  by  them.  The  enem3''s  loss- 
^vas  very  severe,  amounting  to  at  least  twelve  hundred  men.  * 

On  the  morning  after  the  fight,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  by  one  Col, 
Erown,  of  the  t'/on'ieth  ludiaua  regiment,  asking  permission  to  re- 
'  Have  his  wounded  an<l  bury  his  dead.  1  had  already  ordered  a  detail 
to  do  this,  and,  as  I  did  not  recognii'.e  him  as  the  proper  party  to  send  a 
flag,  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  Major  General  Huger  for  proper 
action. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  detailed  list  of  the  killed,  ti^ounded  and  miss- 
ing of  each  regiment  of  this  brigade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  brigade. 
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On  the  above  vras  the  following  endorsement : 

General  Wright's  brigade  was  in  the  centre  near  the  Williamsburg 
road,  General  Mahone's  brigade  on  his  right,  and  General  Armistead 
on  his  left,  General  Raneora's  brigade  being  in  sif^port.  All  were 
more  or  less  engaged  in  this  action,  as  shown  by  'their  'reports.  All 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  securing  the  result.  The  attack  of 
the  fourth  Georgia  and  forty- eighth  North  tCarolina  on  the  right,  in. 
the  evening,  was  greatly  assisted,  and  the  enemy  driven  back,  by  the 
position  and  action  of  the  forty- ninth  Virginia  regiment,  General 
Mahone's  brigade.  '  • 

A    R.  WRIGHT,     ' 

Brigadier  General. 

July  .19,   1862. 


GENERAL  WRIGHT'S   REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  OF   HIS 
BRIGADE'FROM  JUNE  26  TO  JULY  2,  INCLUSIVE. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Huger's  Division,  ) 

July  12,  1862.      \ 

Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  JTuger''s  Division: 

• 

CoLbNEL:  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
brigade  from  the  niorning  of  the  26th  of  June  to  the  morning  of  the 
2d  of  July,  inclusive,  in  obedience  to  circular  from  headquarters 
Department  Northern  Virginia,  July  10,M862  : 

After  the  fi^ht  had  ceased,  on  Wednesday  night,  June  25th,  Colo- 
nel Vance's  North  Carolina  regiment,  of  Ransom's  brigade,  Mas 
placed  on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  my 
own  brigade  retired  to  the  rifle-pits  for  rest  and  refreshment,  General 
Armistead  having  picketed  the  left  of  the  road. 

On  Thursday  morning,  26th  of  June,  I  ascertained  that  Colonel 
Vance's  regiment  had,  during  the  night,  fallen  back  from  our  ad- 
vanced picket  line,  and  that  the  enemy  had  again  occupied  it.  I  or- 
dered Colonel  Jones'  twenty-second  Geor^-ia  regiment,  (of  my  brig- 
ade,) to  advance  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Vance,  and  retake  our 
original  picket  line.  This  was  accomplished  without  serious  loss  on 
our  side.  Upon  regaining  our  line,  we  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  already  begun  a  line  of  rifle-pits  through  the  woods,  and  had 
considerably  advanced  their  works,  when  we  forced  them  to  retire, 
leaving  a  large  number  of  axes,  spades,  shovels  and  picks,  and  quite 
a  number  of  small  arms,  all  of  which  fell  into  our  possession.  We 
also  captured  a  few  prisoners. 

During  the  night  following,  and  the  succeeding  two  days,  Friday 
and  Saturday,  the  27th  and  28th,  a  continuous  attack  was  kept  up 
by  the  enemy  on  our  picktp,  which,  from  its  continuation  and  vio- 
lence, greatly  fatigued  and  worried  my  already  small  command.  Oar 
actual  loss  during  this  time  was  very  light.  On  Saturday  night,  the 
28th,  Colonel  George  Doles,  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  was  ordered 
on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  (General 
Armistead  still  picketing  on  the  left.)  with  instructions  to  keep  a 
close  watch  upon  the  enemy  ;  to  throw  scouts  and  flankers  out  in  ad- 
vance of  his  picket  line;  push  them  up  to  the  enemy's  works,  and 
give  me  immediate  notice  of  any  movement  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
emy, who,  it  was  thought,  would  either  attack  us  or  fall  back  from 
their  entrenchm'ents  early  on  the  succeeding  morning,  (Sunday.) 

I  received  no  report  from  Colonel  Doles  until  about  sunrise  on 
Sunday  morning,  when  he  sent  me  word  nothing  unusual  had  oc- 
curred during  the  night,  and  that  he  was  still  occupying  our  old 
picket  lines.  I  immediately  sent  Captain  Girardy,  my  assistarit  ad- 
jutant general,  to  order  Colonel  Doles  to  advance  his  scouts  quickly 
up  to  the  abattis  in  front  of  the  enemy's  redoubts,  and  observe  their 
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action  and  their  movements.  I  was  still  confident,  from  the  results 
of  the  fight  the  two  days  previous,  that  the'  enemy  would  bp  forced  to 
make  some  important  movement  this  mornins,  and  I  directed  Captain 
Girardy  to  accompany  Colonel  Doles'  advance  ami  ascertain  what  the" 
enemy  were  about.  At  about  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Captain  Girardy 
returned  with  information  that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  their  en- 
.trenchraents,  and  that  their  main  body  had  got  entirely  off,  leaving 
only  their  rear  guard  and  a  few  stragglers.  I  immediately  put  my 
brigade  in  motion,  and  pushed  forward  into  the  enemy's  desirted 
works,  intending  to  fall  upon  his  rear  and  give  him  battle.  After 
reaching  the  enemy's  works,  I  found  Major  General  B.  Iluger  on  the 
field,  and  reported  to  him  for  instructions  and  orders.  I  was  directed 
to  return  to  our  camp,  (about  one,  and  a  half  miles,)  let  the  men  get 
breakfast  and  then  uTove  across  to  the  Charles  City  road ;  go  down 
that  road,  cautiously  feeling  for  the  flying  foe.  Soon  after  getting  in 
line,  preparatory  40  moving  across  to  the  Charles  City  road,  I  received 
orders  from  General  Huger  to  proceed  immediately  down  to  the  Wil- 
liamsburg road  to  the  enemy's  entrenched  camp  again,  as  they  were 
reported  to  be  still  in  the  rear  of  their  advanced  works  in  considera- 
ble force.  This  order  1  instantly  obeyed,  and  again  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Iluger,  in  the  enemy's  entrenched  camp.  After  a  very  inconsid- 
erable delay  here,  I  was  again  ordered  to  move  buck  with  my  command, 
and  crcJssing  over  to  the  Charles  City  road,  to  proceed  down  the  road 
until  [  should  fall  upon  the  enemy.  1  commenced  this  movement,  , 
and  had  proceeded  about  two  miles,  when  I  received  another  order 
from  General  Huger  to  return  quickly  to  the  entrenched  camp  of  tho 
enemy,  as  General  Magruder  hach  informed  him  that  the  enemy,  in 
great  force,  was  about  to  advance  upon  him,  (General  Magruder.)  I 
immediately  retraced  my  steps,  and,  taking  a  by-path,  soon  the  head 
of  my  column  marched  into  the  deserted  entrenchments.  Here  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  Arait  for  further  instructions.  About  two  o'clock,  P. 
M..,  I  received  orders  to  again  take  up  my  march  to  the  Charles  City 
road,  which  1  instantly  obeyed,  and,  putting-  my  command  in  motion, 
moved  across  White  Oak  Swamp  and  fell  into  the  Charles  City  road 
two  miles  above  White's  Tavern,  and,  thence  proceeded  down  that 
road  to  a  point  just  below  the  tavern,  when,  coming  upon  the  rear 
of  General  Ransom's  brigade,  (Huger's.  division.)  at  a  halt,  I  also 
halted,, and  sent  to  General  Iluger  for  instructions.  It  was  now 
quite  dark,  and  I  was  instructed  to  throw  out  skirmii^hers  and  pickets 
to  the  left  of  the  Charles  City  road,  until  I  reach  t'(l  what  was  called 
the  ^'ew  road,  and  then  down  that  road  as  far  as  might  be  necessary . 
That  night,  20th  June,  I  received  orders  to  moVe  my  brigade  at  day- 
light next  morning  across  to  the  New  road,  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  to  the  north  of  the  Charles  City  road,  and  running  parallel  to 
it,  and  follow  down  that  road  towards  White  Oak  Bridge,  feeling  cau- 
tiously for  the  enemy  there,  supposed  to  be  on  some  of  the  numerous 
islands  or  farms  in  White  Oak  Swamp.  Colonel  Ross'  battery,  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutt's  artillery,  had  been,  the  day  before,  attached 
to  my  brigade,  and,  leaving  this  on  the  Charles  City  road,  with  instruc- 
tions to  follow    as  soon  as  I  should  need  them,  at  early  dawn  on  tho 
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t 
'  morning  of  the  30th. of  June,  1  moved  ray  brigade  across  the  woods 
and  fields,  until  I  fell  into  the  New  road,  near  llobson's  house,  here 
I  learned  that  the  enemy,  in  considerable  force,  under  General  Kear- 
ney, lato  the  evening  before,  had  passed  down  the  road  towards  the 
north  fork  of  White  Oalc  Swamp. 

I  passed  on,  and  at  eight  o'clock  my  line  of  skirmishers  had  reached 
the  crossing  on  the  north  fork  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  where  we  en-, 
countered  the  enemy's  picke^ts,  posted  a  short  distance  in  advance  of 
the  crossing.     The  passage  over  the  swamp  here  was  over  a  log  bridge, 
the  approach  to  which  was  thoroughly  destroyed  by  felling  of  trees  ; 
the  bridge  itself  being  torn  up  and  thrown  in  masses  across  the  road. 
I  ordered  my  line  of  skirmishers  to  advance,  and  drive  in  the  enemy's 
pickets,  while  Lieutenant  Luckie,  of  the  third  Georgia  regiment,  was 
ordered  to  move  up  the  swamp,  and  find  a  pathVay,  which,  ray  guide, 
informed  me,  was  a  half  a  mile  distant,  cro:s  over,  if  possible,-  and 
reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position,  and  give  me  a  spA'dy  report  of  his 
observation.     I  also  ordered    Colonel  Doles,    whose    regiment    (the 
fourth  Georgia)  was  in  advance,  to  send  down  a  strong  party  below 
the  road,  and  attempt  a  crossing,  which  I  learned  from  the  gui^le  was 
practicable,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  below  the  bridge.     In  the 
meantime,  I  had  advanced  myiine  of  skirmishers  up  to  the  margin  of 
the  swamp,  (here  about  half  a  mile  wide,)  driving  the  enemy's  pick- 
ets   before    us.     In    this  advance  we  captured  two  of  the  enemy's 
*  pickets,  who  informed   me  that   the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  left 
their  camp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp,  near  the  fork,  and  were 
in  rapi(i  retreat  towards  White  Oak  Bridge,  (acr(^ss*the  main  swamp,) 
then   about  si.x  miles  distant.      LiTutenant  Jjuckie  having  returned, 
and  the  result  of  his  reconnoissance  conlirmiiig  the  prisoners'  state- 
ments, I   ordered   t^e    column    fojward,  and   driving  the  pickets  and 
rear  guard   of  the  enemy  before  us,  we  rujihed   across  the  broken- 
bridge,. and  ascending  a  hill  en  the  opposite  side,  found  ourselves  in 
the  deserted  camp  of  the  enemy.     Here  we  captured  several  prisoners 
and   a  large  quantity  of 'small  arms,  tents  and  carap  equipage,  com- 
mississary  and  quartermaster's  stores,  which, In  their  haste,  the  enemy 
had  failed  to  destroy.     We  also  captured  a  large  number  of  entrench- 
ing tools,  and  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  medical  stores.     Leav- 
ing a  small  guard  here  to  take  charge  of  th.o  prisonei*s,  and  to  protect 
the  public  property  in   the   camp,  1  passed   on,  and   for  three*^  hours 
my  march  lay  through  a  succession  of  the  enemy's  camps,  in  all  of 
which  immense  quantities  of  small  arras  were  found,  with  considerable 
amounts  of  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores.     All  along  the 
route  of  the  flying  foe  was  strewed  with  guns,  knapsacks,  cartridge- 
boxes,  clothing  and  ammunition.     Moving    forward    rapidly,  I    cap- 
tured quite  a  large  number  of  prisoners  ;  but  owing  to  some  misunder- 
standing of  orders,  they  were  moved  off  to  Richmond  in  the  evening, 
without  proper  lists  having  been  retained,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Lumpkin,  of  company  M,  same  regiment.    I  am;  consequently, 
unable  to  give  you  the  exact  number.     At  half-past  two  .o'clock,  P.  M., 
I  reached  White  Oak  Bridge,  where  I  met  General  Jackson,  who,  with 
his  command,  had  just  arrived.     I  reported  to.  him  for  orders,  and  he 
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directed 'inc  to  move  along  up  the  swamp,  and,  if  possible,  effect  <> 
crossing — the  eneiiiy  being  in  liirge  force,  an;l  obstinately  dispuiinf; 
the  passage  over  AVhite  Oak  Bridge.  In  obedience  to  these  inp.truo- 
tions,  I  retraced  my  8tep3  for  about  one  mile,  when,  through  the 
assistance  of  my  guide,  i  (liscovercd  a  crossing  over  the  swamp,  whi.ih 
bad  evidently  been  used  by  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  forces.  I  thrci^ 
forward  Captain  Green's  company,  (C.)  ofthe  third  Georgia  regiment, 
and  Captain  Armistead's  company,  (C,)  of  the  first  Louisiana  regi- 
ment, as  skirmishers,  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  woods  respectively, 
and  moved  my  column  on.  Accompanying  my  line  of  skirmishers,  I 
soon  discovered  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridge,  and  had  ccm- 
pletely  blockaded  the  road  throu'^h  the  swamp  by  felling  trees  in  an;? 
across  it.  Pushing  the  skirmishers  through  the  creek  and  over  ih-y. 
net-woik  of  fallen  timber,  1  soon  discovered  the  pickets  of  the  enemy, 
posted  in  thj  margin  of  the  swamp,  and  protected  by  a  rad  fence,  and 
ditch  in  front.  My  line  of  skirmishers  steadily  advance,  and,  driving 
the  enemy's  pickets  from  their  position,  took  possession  of  it.  From 
this  point  I.Avas  enabled  to  make  a  good  reconnois-'ance  of  tiie  enemy's 
positiou  and  force.  I  ascertair.e  i  th:U  the  road  del)naehed  from  the 
swamp  into  an  open  fiehl  meaiow,  commanded  by  a  lino  of  hills,  tkW 
in  cultivation,  and  free  from  timber.  Upon  this  rJuge  of  hills  thp 
enemy  had  posted  heavy  batteries  of  field  artillery,  strongly  supporti:d 
by  infantry,  which  swept  across  the  meadow  by  a  direct  and  cross 
fire,  an;]  which  could  be  u^ed  with  terrific  clT-.'Ct  upon  my  coiumii 
while  struggling  through  the  f.tllen  timber  in  the  rOiwi  through  the 
'Bwamp.  Two  prisoners,  whom  vco  captured  here  o:\  jiicket.  confirmed 
by  their  ttatementa  my  own  observations  of-  the  enemy's  fortified 
position,  and,  having  no  artillery  with  me  to  support  my  inf;ntry 
while  crossing,  I  determined  to  withdraw  from  this  point,  and  eeejf  a 
crossing  higher  up  the  swamp.  tSkirting  along  the  nortlicrn  margin 
ofthe  swamp  about  three  miles,  I  discovered  a.  cow  trail,  vih'xch.  \cA 
across  not  far  from,  and  in  rear  of,  Fisher's  house,  on  the  Charlea 
City  road.  This  trail  I  took,  and  at  dark  halted  my  brigade  for  the 
night,  on  the  Charles  City  road,  near  to  Fisher's  hoa«e. 

Having  reported  to  General  Iluger  in  person,  I  received 'orders 
from  him  that  night,  instructing  me  to  move,  early  in  the  morning, 
down  the  Charles  City  road,  supporting  General  Armistead'a  brigade, 
which  would  move  down  in  advance  of  me.  Thi.s  order  was  coiMgter- 
mandcd  next  morning, ^Tuesday,  July  Ist.)  and  I  was  instruct^  to 
follow  General  Armistoail's  brigade,  which  was  directed  to  move 
aQroi^.s  from  the  Charles  City  road,  in  the  direction  of  James  river, 
skirting  along  the  west  side  ofthe  Qit;iker  road,  and  closely  watching 
the  right  of  that  road.  After  marching  about  two  and  a  half  or  three 
Bjiles,  I  halted  my  bjigade,  having  found  General  Armistead's  origade 
halted  upon  the  intersection  of  the  road  we  were  moving  along  with  the 
Long  IJri'lge  road.  Here  I  remained  nearly  an  hour,  waiting  for  the 
command  in  front  of  me  to  move  forward.  Between  eight  and  nine 
o'clo(;k,  A.  M.,  1  ag^in  moved  forward,  and,  following  General  Arirt- 
istead's   brigade,  I  c'-o-'i..,!   t'nf  T'ti'/    ilri'lge   road  near  to  the  battb-i. 
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nel<l  of  the  <];iy  before,  (Momlay,  30th  of  Juae,)  and  passed  in  over  a 
blind  road,  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  Hill. 

After  moving  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  I  was  again  halted  by 
finding  General  Armistead's  brigade  had  stopped  on  a  skirt  of  wood 
about  one  mile  in  front  of  Dr.  Metterst's  now  (Crew's)  house.  Mov- 
i<ng  along  General  Aruiistead's  line,  I  proceeded,  and  found  the  Gen- 
eral in  a  deep  ravine,  about  one  hundred  yards  from,  and  running 
parallel  to,  Crew's  field  fence.  Here  I  ascertained  that  the  enemy  in 
very  large  force  was  occupying  the  crest  of  the  hills  on  Crew's  farm, 
immediately  in  front  of  his  farm  yard,  and  had  pickets  and  sharp- 
shooters advanced  near  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  which  wo  then  lay. 
No  definite  idea  could  be  obtained  from  our  scouts,  of  the  number  or 
position  of  the  enemy,  and  I  suggested  to. General  Armistcad  that  we 
go  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  field,  and, under  protection  of  a  strong 
force  of  skirmishers,  ascend  a  high  knoll  or  hill,  which  abruptly 
sprang  from  the  r^jeadow  below,  and  on  our  right,  from  the  summit 
of  which  we  would  be  able  to  observe  the  enemy's  movements. 
Having  reached  this  position,  we  were  enabled  to  get  a  very  complete 
view  of  McOlellan's  army.  Immediately  in  our  front,  and  extending 
one  mile,  stretched  a  field,  at  the  further  extremity  of  which,  was  sit- 
uated the  dwelling  and  farm  buildings  of  jMr.  Crew,  (formerly  Dr. 
Metterst's  )  In  front,  and  to  our  left,  the  land  rose  gently  from  the 
woods  up  to  the  farm-yard,  where  it  became  high  and  rolling.  Upon 
the  right,  the  field  was  broken  by  a  series  of  ridges  and  valleys  which 
ran  out  at  rf^ht  angles  to  a  line  drawn  fiom  our  position  to  that  of 
the  enemy,  and  all  of  which  terminated  upon  our  extreme  right  to  a' 
precipitous  bluff,  whicli  dropped  suddenly  down  upon  a  low,  flat  mea- 
dow, covered  with  wheat,  and  intersected  with  a  number  of  ditches, 
which  ran  from  the  bluff  across,  the  meadow  to  a  swamp  or  dense 
wood,  alvjut  five  hundred  yards  further  to  our  right.  This  low,  flat 
meadow  stretched  up  to  and  swinging  around  Crew's  house,  extended 
as  far  as  Turkey  Bend,  on  James  river. 

The  enemy  had  drawn  up  his  artillery  (as  far  as  could  be  ascer- 
tained^ about  fifty  pieces,)  in  a  crescent-shaped  line,  the  convex  line 
being  next  to  our  position,  with  its  right  (on  our  left)  resting  upon  a 
t'oad  which  passed  three  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  Crew's  house,  to 
Malvern  Hill;  the  left  of  their  advrinced  line  of  batteries  resting 
upol  the  high  bluff  which  overlooked  the  meadow  to  the  right  (our 
ri^it,)  and  rear  of  Crew's  house.  Their  infantry  a  little  in  rear  of 
the  artillery,  and  protected  by  the  crest  of  the  ridge  upon  which  the 
batteries  were  placed,  exLendod  from  the  woods  on  our  left,  along  the 
crest  of  the  hills,  and  through  a  livne  in  the  meadow  on  our  right  to 
the  dense  woods  there.  In  rear  of  tliis,  and  beyond  a  narrow  ravine, 
the  Sides  of  which  were  covered  with  timber,  and  which  ran  parallel 
to  their  line  of  battle,  and  but  a  few  yards  in  the  rear  of  Crew's 
house,  was  another  line  of  infantry,  its  right  resting  upon  a  heavy^ 
dense  wood,  which  covered  the  Malvern  Hill  farm  on  the  east.  The 
Icd't  of  this  line  res^ted  upon  the  precipitous  bluff'  which  ovferhung  the 
low  meadow  on  the' west  of  the  farm.  At  this  point,  the  high  bluff 
Btretched  out  to  the  west  for  two  hundred  yards,  in  a  long  ridgo  or 
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ledge,  nearly  separating  tlio  meadow  from  the  low  lauds  of  the  river^ 
upon  the  extreme  western  terminus  of  -which  was  planted  a  battery  of 
heavy  guns.  This  latter  battery  commanded  the  whole  meadow  in 
front  of'it,»and,  by  a  direct  fire,  was  able  to  dispute  the  manceuvring 
of  troops  over  any  portion  of  the  meadow.  Just  behind  the  ravine 
which  ran  in  rear  of  Crew's  house,  and  under  cover  of  ihe  timber, 
was  planted  a  heavy  battery,  in  a  small  redoubt,  whose  fire  swept 
across  the  meadow.  These  two  batteries  completely  controlled  tho 
meadow,  from  one  extremity  of  it  to  another,  and  eftectually  p're- 
vented  the  movement  of  troops  upon  it  in  large  masses.  The  whole 
number  of  these  several  batteries  could  not  have  fallen  far  short  of 
one  hxindred.  The  infantry  of  the  enemy  I  estimated  at  least  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  thousand,  from  what  I  saw.  Large  numbers,  as  I  as- 
certained afterwards,  were  posted  in  the  woods  on  our  extreme  ri;^ht 
and  left,  and  the  line  uf  ditches  across  the  meadow  were  lined  with 
sharpshooters. 

Having  no  artillery  with  us,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  keep  our 
little  force,  amounting  to  not  more  ttan  twent\'-five  hundred  men  in 
both  brigades,  concealed  iu  tho  deep  ravine  in  front  of  Crew's  field, 
and  sen(l  to  the  rear  for  guns.  General  Armistead  being  the  senior  offi- 
cer present,  directed  me  to  bring  up  ^rrimes'  battery  and  place  it  in 
position  on  the  crest  of  tho  ridge  in  front  of  our  position.  Crimes'. 
battery  was  ordered  up  ;  Tjut,  the  distance  being  so  great,  only  two 
pieces  of  his  battery  (rifles)  were  put  in  battery.  As  soon  as  Grimes' 
battery  opened,  the  enemy  began  a  fierce  cannonading  along  their 
whole  line,  concentrating  their  fire  upon  Grimes'  two  pieces.  Re- 
turning down  the  hill,  after  conducting  Grimes  to  his  position,  I  met 
General  Armistead's  and  my  own  birgade  advancing,  (Armistead's 
s:)me  twenty'  or  thirty  paces  in  front  of  my  own,)  in  a  run,  up  the 
hill,  and  towards  the  open  field,  in  the  far  edge  of  which  the  enemy 
was  posted.  Having  received  no  order  for  this  advance  of  my  brig- 
ade, and  being  convinced  the  movement  was  not  a  judicious  one,  I 
ordered  my  brigade  to  halt  just  before  emerging  from  the  woods,  and 
fall  upon  the  ground,  as  the  enemy's  shells  were  falling  in  a  pitiless 
storm  all  around  us.  Just  as  I  got  my  men  quiet,  I  was  ofllicially  no- 
tified that  General  Armistead  had  ordered  the  advance,  and  1  moved 
my  brigade  on.  Emerging. from  th:;  woods,  we  passed  into  tho  open 
field,  set  Avith  clover,  at  this  point  ;  and,  continuing  the  ascent  some 
fifty  or  sixty  yards,  we  renched  the  summit  of  the  hill,  wnere  we 
found  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns  so  well  directed  and  incos.sant, 
that  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  halt  and  make  my  men* lie  down  in  the 
high  clover.  Meanwhile  Grimes'  guns  hafl  been  silenceil  by  the  loss 
•of  horses  and  men,  and  he  was  forced  to  retire,  leaving  one  of  bis 
pieces.  I  immediate!^  ordered  my  brigade  to  fall  back  and  seek  cover 
under  the  woods  in  the  ravine,  and  reported  to  General  Armistead 
what  I  hat!  done.  In  this  ill-timed  a<ivance,  my  loss  was  very  severe. 
Part  of  my  brigade,  the  fourth  Georgia  and  the  twenty-second  Geor- 
gia, under  Major  Wasden,  ani  a  part  of  the  third  Georgia,  under 
Captain  (acting  Lieutenant  Colonel)  Nc-^bit,  had  advanceu  on  the  ex- 
treme right  80.  far  as   to  pags   over  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and  were 
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Jjying  in  a  hollow  about  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  ^f  the  line  of 
woods.  These  were  permitted  to  remain,  as  thej  were  comparatively 
Bccure  from  the  effects  of  thcenernv's  shells. 

General  Armist,;;id  directing,  I  ordered  up  another  battery,  (Moor- 
man's, I  think,)  and  jL^ot  it  in  position  a  little  under  the  crest  of  the 
hill  in  the  clover  field,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy.  The  superior- 
metal  and  number  of  the  enemy's  guns,  in  addition  to  his  strong  po- 
sition, gave  him  the  decided  advantage  of  us,  and  very  soon  this  bat- 
tery was  forced  to  retire.  Meanwhile,  Captain  Pegram's  battery  was 
ordered  up,  and  taking  position  two  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of 
Moorman's,  opened  a  well  directed  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which^-old 
with  fearful  effect  upon  thorn.  But  this  chivalric  commander,  by 
the  retiring  of  Moorman's,  battery,  was  left  alone  to  contend  with  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  Manfully  these  gallant  men 
maintained  the  unequal  conflict,  until  their-  severe  losses  disabled 
them  from  using  but -a  single  piece.  Even  with  one  piece,  they 
gallantly  held  their  ground,  and  continued  to  pour  a  deadly  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  line,  until  seeing  llje  utter  hopelessness  of  the  contest,  1 
ordered  them  to  cease  firing  until  I  could  get  more  guns  in  action. 
It  was  now  three  o'clock,  Jp.  JNI.  We  had  been  fighting  since  half  ■ 
past  eleven,  A.  M.,  and  still  th§  enemy  continued  to  pour  volley  after 
volley  upon. us  from  their  whole  line.  Another  battery  was  soon  or- 
dered up,  and  again  the  gallant  Pogram  opened,  with  his  single  gun, 
himself  assisting  to  work  it.  Still  the  superior  number  and  calibre 
of  the  enemy's  guns  enabled  him  to  pour  a  continuous  and  galling 
fire  upon  our  ariilierists,  and  keep  tho  skirt  of  wood-!,  in  which  niy  ' 
men  liy,  wrapt  in  a  f?heet  of  ilame  and  hail  from  tht-ir  immense  shells. 
Again  our  few  guns  were  silenced,  and  1  rode  from  the  scene  con- 
vinced that,  with  the  small  force  at  our  command,  lurther  demonstra- 
tion^ against  tl;e  enemy  in  this  stronghold,  vrere  utterly  futile  and 
highly  improper.  These  views  I  urged  upon '.^encra'l  Avmistead,  who 
entirely  concurred  in  opinion  with  mo,  and  ordered  the  firing  to  cease. 
1  irr.mediately  reformed  the  shattered  fragments  of  my  brigade,,  at 
least  that  portion  of  it  not  already  in  advance,  in  the  hollow  ot  the 
field.  I  regret  to  state  that,  in  reforming,  I  was  unable  to  find  the 
twenty-second  Georgia  regiment,  or  its  commander,  Colonel  R.  H. 
Jones.  After  a  '  long  search,  ami  considerable  delay,  I  discovered 
Colonel  Jones  approaching  from  the  rear,  where  ho  had  been  some 
mile  or  more  without  my  assent,  knowledge,  or  approval.  He  had 
received  a  sli^t  scratch  in  the  face  from  a  fragment  of  shell, 
left  his  command,  and  retired  to  the  rear.  1  ordered  hnn  to  collect 
his  regiment  and  form  on  the  left  of  the  first  Louisiana  regin;»ent. 
This  he  failed  to  do,  and  in  the  subsequent  severe  fighting  which  oc- 
curred thit  afternoon,  no  portion  of  that  regiftient  was  engaged,  ex- 
cept the  small  number-  who,  under  Major  Joseph  AVasden,  had,  in 
the  fiYst  advance,  got  over  into  the  hollow  in  the  field. 

Major  {General  Magruder  came  on'the  field  about  four  o'clock,  and. 
assuming  command,  directed  the  future  movements  of  my  brigade.  I 
was  orderen  by  Ijini  to  advance,  supported  by  Brigadier  General  Ma- 
hone's  brigade,  upon  the  enemy's  right,  and  charge  upon  the  enemy's 
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batteries,  T/iia  movement  was  to  be  simultaneous  with  an  advance 
upon  the  etiemy's  left  and  centre  I  imme;liately  took  my  brigade 
round  by^a  flank  movement  to  the  right,  and,  by  filing  to  the  left  un- 
der the  edge  of  the  bluff,  got  it  in  line  in  the  hollow  already  occu- 
pied by  the  fourth  Georgia  and  portions  of  the  twenty-second  and 
third  Georgia.  Here  I  formed  my  lino,  the  fourch  Georgia  upon  the 
right,  the  first 'Louisiana,  and  a  few  of  the  twenty- second  Georgia, 
under  Major  Wasden,  in  tho  centre,  and  the  third  Georgia  on  the 
left.  I  had  lost  a  few  men,  wounded,  in  getting  into  this  position, 
and  the  enemy-,  detecting  the  movement,  opened  a  furious  Cro  upon 
us  ;  but  my  gallant  soldiers  lay  quietly  upon  their  ftices,  ready  and 
eager  for  the  order  to  advance*  At  a  quarter  before  five  o'clock,  1 
received  an  order  from  General  ]\Iagr»uder,  through  Captain  Henry 
Bryan,  one  of  his  staff,  to  advance  immediately,  and  charge  the  en- 
•emy's  batteries.  No  other  troops  had  yet  come  upon  the  field.  I  or- 
dered my  men  forward,  and  springing  before  them,  led  my  brigade, 
less  than  one  thousand  men,  r^gain^t  a  force  I  knew  to  be  superior  in 
the  ratio  of  at  least  twenty  to  one.  Onward  we  pressed,  warmly  and 
strongly  supported  by  General  Mahone's  brigade,  under  a  murderous 
fire  of  shot,  shell,  cannister  and  musketry.  .At  every  step  my  brave 
men  fell#iround  me;  but  the  survivors  pressed  on  until  we  had  reached 
a  hollosN'  about  three  hundred  3'^ard3  from  the  enemy's  battorie?,  on 
the  right.  Here  I  perceived  thit  a  strong  force  of  infantry  had  been 
gent  forward  on  our  left,  by  the  enemy,  with  a  view  of  flanking  and 
cutting  us  off"  from  our  support,  now  more  than  one  thousand  yards 
in  our  reir,  I  immediately  threw  the  lelt  of  the  third  Georgia  regi- 
ment a  liftle  back  along  the  upper  margin  of  the  hollow,  and  sud- 
denly changing  front  of  this  regiment,  1  poured  a  galling  fire  upon 
the  enemy,  which  he  returned  with  spirit,  aided  bj  a  fearful  direct 
and  cross  fire  from  his  batteries.  Here  the  contest  raged  with  vary- 
ing success  for  more  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  Finally  the 
line  cf  the  enemy  was  broken.,  and  he  gave  way  in  great  disorder. 
In  the  meantime,  my  front,  supported  by  General  Mahone.  had  been 
subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  t>f  artillery  and  musketry,  and  had  begun  to 
waver,  and,  I  feared,  would  be  compelled  (o  fall  back.  Just  at  this 
moment  firing  was  heard  far  away  on  our  left,  and  soon  we  saw  our 
columns  advancing  \ipon  the  enemy's  centre.  This  diverted  a  portion 
of  the  enemy's  fire  from  us,  and  1  succeeded  in  keeping  my  men 
steady.  , 

We  had  now  approached  to  within  a  few  hundred  jwrds  of  the  en- 
emy's advanced  batteries,  and  again  I  gave  the  order  to  charge,  which 
was  obeyed  with  promptness  and  alacrity.  We  rushed  forward  up 
the  side  qf  the  hill,  under  the  brow  of  which  we  h*d  for  some  time 
halted,  and  dashing  over  the  hill,  reached  'another  hollow  or  ravine, 
immediately  in  front  of  and,  as  it  were,  under"  the  enemy's  guns. 
This  ravine  was  octupicd  by  a  line  of  Yankee  infantry,  posted  there 
to  protect  thi'ir  batteries.  Upon  this  we  rusjied  with  such  impetu- 
osity that  the  enemy  broke  in  great  disorder  and  fled.  During  this 
little'  engagement,  tho  enemy's  batteries  in  front  of  us,  and  to  \Wiich 
we  had  approached  to  within  a  few  rods,  moved  off  around  and  behind 
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the  barn  and  stables,  -which  stood  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  were 
again  put  in  position  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill  just  in  front  o.f  Crew's 
house.  But  for  our  encountering  the.  infuntry  of  the  energy  in  the 
ravine,  we  should  have  certainly  captured  this  battery;  but  the  delay 
occasioned  by  the  fight  there  enabled  them  to  move  off  the  guus  to  a 
safer  and  better  position. 

The  firing  had  now  become  general  all  along  the  left  and  centre  of 
our' line,  and,  night  setting  in,  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  friend 
from  foe.  Several  of  my  command  were  killed  by  our  own  friends, 
who  had  come  up  on  our  immediate  right,  and  who  coraraencod  firing 
long  before  the}'  came  within  reach  of  the  enemy.  This  firing  upon 
us  by  our  friends,  together  with  the  , increasing  darkness,  made  our 
position  peculiarly  hazardous;  but  I  determined  to  maint'ain  ifc  at  all 
hazards,  as  long  as  a  man  should  be  left  to  fire  a  gun.  The  fire  was 
terrific  ngw,  beyond  anything  I  had  ever  witnessed;  indeed,  the 
hideous  shrieking  of  sheUs  through  the  dusky  gloom  of  closing  night, 
the  whizzing  of  bullets,  the  loud  and  i^icessant  roll  of  artillery  and 
small  arms,  were  enough  to  make  the  stoutest  heart  quail.  Still,  my 
shattered  little  command,  now  reduced  to  less  than  three  hundred, 
with  about  an  equal  numbv-r  of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  held  our 
position  under  the  very  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  guns.  anA  poured 
volley  after  volley,  with  murderous  precision,  into  their  serried 
ranks. 

Night  hfvd  now  thrown  her  black  pall  over  the  entire  field,  and  the 
fi.-ing  ceased,  except  from  a  few  of  the  enemy's  guiiS,  Avhich  continubd 
at  intervals,  to  throw  shell  and  grape  around  the  circuit  of  the  field. 
Oar. forces  had  all  retired  and  left  us  (Mahone  and  myself)  alone, 
with  our  little  band,  to  dispute  the  possession  of  the  field  with  the 
insolent,  but  well  chastised  foe.  Upon  consultation,  we  determined 
to  remain  where  we  were,  (now  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  en- 
emy's batteries,)  and,  if  any  of  the  foe  should  be  left  when  morning 
dawned,  to  give  him  battle  again.  We  had  lost  loo  many  valuable 
lives  to  give  up  the  decided  advantage  which  we  had  won  from  the 
enemy.  Just  at  this  time,  a  portion  of  Colonel  Ramseur's  North 
Carolina  regiment,  having  gor  lost  upon  the  field,  was  hailed  by  me 
and  ordered  to  fall  in  with  my  brigade.  A  strong  picket  was  ad- 
vanced all  along  our  isolated  position,  and  the  weUry,  hungry  soldiers 
threw  themselves  upon  the  -earth  to  snatch  a  few  hours  rest.  Detach- 
ments were  ordered  to  search  for  water  and  administer  to  our  poor 
wounded  men,  whor=c  piercing  cries  rent  the  ait  in  every  direction. 
Soon  the  enemy  were  seen  with  lanterns,  busily  engaged  in  moving 
their  killed  and  wounded,  and  friend  and  foe  freely 'mingled  on  that 
gloomy  night  in  administering  to  the  wants  of  wounded  and  dying 
comrades. 

After  getting  oui'*  dispositions  made  for  the  night,  I  wrote  a  note  to 
General  Magruder,  informing  him  of  what  I  had  done  and  my  present 
condition,  asking  that  my  worn  out  and  exhausted  men  might  be  re- 
lieved. At  daylight  I  renewed  the  application.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  July,  General  Ewell  rode  upon  the  field,*and, 
coming  to  the  position  where  my  men  lay,  I  reported  to  him  and  was 
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relieved  from  further  watching  on  the  field,  and  immediately  collected 
my  shattered  force  on  the  Da^ytown  road,  about  a  mile  and, a  half 
from  the  battle-field.  The  enetay,  as  soon  as  night  had  set  in,  began 
to  move,  and  all  night  long  his 'columns  were  slowly  moving  from  the 
field.  When  morning  dawned  all  his  vast  force  had  left,  excepting  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  and  a  small  force  of  infantry.  Tliese,  too,  as 
soon  as  daylight  had  well  opened,  began  their  retreat  down  the  river, 
without  pursuit. 

My  loss  in  this  engagement  was  very  severe,  amtunting  to  fifty- 
five  killed,  two  hundred  and  forty- three  wounded,  and  sixty-four 
missing.  I  have  no  means  of  determining  the  loss  of  the  enemy, 
though  I  am  satisfied  it  was  very  heavy.  All  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  (except,  as  I  have  already  stated,  of  the  twenty-second 
Georgia)  b  haved  wed.  My  loss  of  officers  was  ve:y  heavy,  including 
Major  J.  R.  Sturges,  commanding  third  Georgia  regiment,  who  fell 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  under  the  very  muzzles  of  the  enemy's 
guns.  In  the  fall  of  this  young  officer,  the  regiment  which  he  com- 
manded has  sustained  an  irreparable  loss,  and  the  country  loses  one 
of  its  most  deserving  and  coinpcterit  officers. 

I  am  again  called  upon  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  services  of  my 
assistant  adjutant  geneial,  Captain  J.  B.  Girardy,  during  the  pro- 
tracted movements  of  my  brigatle. 

Enclosed,  I  forward  a  detailed  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade. 
«        I  have' the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.   WRIGHT, 
Brigadier   General,  cornmandiiig   T'Jiird  Brigade, 

•  *     Mugcrs  Division. 


On  the  above  was  the  following  endorsement  : 

Headquarters  Division,  July   16,   1862. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  I  fully_  concur  in  the  commendations  of 
General  Wright  on  the  conduct  of  Colonel  George  Doles,  and  can 
bear  testimony  to  his  continued  attention  to  his  duties,  as  well  as  his 
galhnlry  in  action.  It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  Captaio  Grimes 
retained  to  the  fi^dd  and  removed  such  <^f  his  pieces  as  he  was  unable 
to  take  off  at  first  on  account  of  the  loss  of  horses. 

BENJAMIN   HUGER, 
Major   General  commanding. 


llEl>ORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GEJ^RAL  J.  E.  B.  STUART. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade,      > 
Near  Richmcnd,    Fa.,  July   14th,   1862.  J 

Colonel  R,  H.  Chilton, 

A.  A.  G.y  Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia: 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  iiie  commanding  Gen- 
eral, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  coQ^.mand  from  the  26th  of  June  to  the  lOth  of  July,  1862,  em- 
bracing the  series  of  battles  with  the  Federal  forces  before  Rich- 
mond : 

The  part  assigned  to  my  command  is  set  forth  in  general  orders 
No.  75,  (confidential)  of  June  26th,  1862,  and  I  beg  leave  to  con- 
gratulate the  commanding  General  upon  the  signal  fulfillment  by  our 
army  of  what  was  planned  in  that  order  of  battle,  so  much  so,  that 
the  order  affords  a  very  correct  history  of  the  battle. 

j\Iy  command,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  consisted  of — •* 
,  First    Virginia   cavalry,  Colonel  Fitzhugh  Leo. 


Third 

Fourth 
Fifth 
Ninth 
Tenth 


Colonel  T.  F.  Goode. 
Captain  Chamberlayne. 
Colonel  T.  L.'  Rosser.     , 
Colonel  W.  H.  F.  Lee. 
Colonel  J.  Lucius  Davis. 


Cobb  Legitjn  c&valry,  '  Colonel  T.  K.  R.  Cobb. 

Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  F.  Martin. 

Stuart  horse  artillery.  Captain  John  Pelham. 

A  squadron  of  Hampton  Legion  cavalry,  Capt.  Scrivener,  (attached 
to  fifth  Virginia.) 

The  third  Virginia  cavalry  was  directed  to  observe  the  Charles 
City  road,  the  fifth  Virginia  and  detachment  of  first  North  Carolina 
t'.avalry  to  watch  the  enemy's  movements  towards  James  river,  and 
notify  the  commander  nearest  to  hand  of  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  move  across  from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  the  James,  and  to  harass 
and  delay  him  eu  route,  till  our  forces  could  fall  upon  him, '  The  tenth 
Virgini;^.  cavalry  was  put  in  reserve  on  the  Nine-mile  read.  With 
the  remHinder'^cf  my  command,  including  the  horse  artilkry,  I 
marched,  late  on  the  25th,  without  baggage,  equipped  in  light  march- 
ing order,  and  three  days'  rations  in  haversacks,  and  crossing  Jack- 
son's line  of  march,  after  he  had  encamped,  so  as  not  to  interrupt 
his  progress,  placed  myself  on  his  left  flank  near  Ashland.  It  is 
proper  to  reiga'rk  here  that  the  commanding  General  had,  on  the 
occasion  of  nay  late  expedition  to  the  Pamunky,  imparted  his  design 
of  bringing  Jackson  down  upon  the  enemy  s  right 'flank  and  rear, 
and  directed  that  I  should  examine  the  country  with  reference  to  its 
practicability  for  such  a  move.  I,  therefore,  had  studied  the  features  of 
the  country  very  thoroughly,  and  knew  exactly  how  to  conform  my 
movements  to  Jacksoij^'s  route.     As  that   part  of  my  former  mission 
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ivfis  confidential,  I  made  no  mention  of  it  in  my  former  report,  but  it 
i8  not,  I  presume,  out  of  place  to  remark  here,  that  the  infovhaa- 
tion  obtained  then  and  reported  to  him  verbally,  convinced  the  com- 
manding General  that  the  enemy  had  no  defensive  works  with 
reference  to  attack  from  that  direction,  the  right  bank  of  the  Totto- 
potomy  being  unoccupied,  that  his  forces  were  not  disposed  so  as 
successfully. to  meet  such  an  attack,  and  that  the  natural  features  of 
the  country  were  favorable  to  such  a  descent.  General  Jackson  was 
placed  in  possession  of  all  these  facts. 

Having  bivouacked  near  Ashland  for  the  night,  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th,  the  Jeff.  Davis  Icgioit  and  fourth  Virginia  cavalry,  having 
joined  me  here  from  an  advanced  position  of  observation  on  tlie  South 
Anna,  which  effectually  screened  Jackson's  movefhents  from  the  enemy, ' 
my  coinmand  swept  down  upon  Jackson's  loft,  extending  its  obser- 
vation as  far  as  the  Pamunky  river  road,  passing  Taliaferro's  mill, 
■where  the  enemy  had  a  strong  picket,  which  fled  at  our  approach.  I 
reached  General  Jackson's  line  of  march  at  the  cross-roads  at  Dr. 
Shelton's  in  advance  of  his  column. 

From  Taliaferro's  mill  to  this  point,  there  was  constant  skirmii'h- 
ing  between  the  enemy's  pickets  and  my  advance  guard.  Colonel  Lee'a 
company  D,  (sharpshooters,)  first  Virginia  cavalry,  displaying  the 
same  courage  and  addres.s"  which  has  already  distinguished  it  on  so 
many  occasions,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  the  enemy,  without 
suffering  any  loss.  *     • 

At  Dr.  Shelton's  I  awaited  the  arrival  of  General  Jackson,  sending 
a  squadron  in  advance,    (Captain    Irving,   first  Virginia   cavalry,)  to 
seize  and  hold  the  bridge  at  the  Tottopotomy.     The  enemy  anticipat- 
ing us,  had    torn  up  the   bridge  and  held  the  opposite  bank,  and  ob- 
structed the  road,  without,  however,  making  any  detcrrainel   stan/1. 
Capt.  W.  W..  BliKdcford,  corps  of  engineers,  assigned  to  duty  with  my 
command,  set  about  repairing  the  bridge,  and  in   half  an  hour,  with 
the  details  furnished  him,  the  bridge  was  ready.      Passin-g  Palo  Green 
church,  General  Jfickson's  march  led  him  directly  towards   the  cross- 
ing of  Beaver    Dam    creek,    opposite    Richardson's.      Beaching  that 
point,  he  bivouacked  for   the  night,  and  I  disposed  my    command  on 
both  his  flanks  and  rear,  with  five  squadrons  on  picket,   looking  well 
towards  Cold  Harbor  and    Old  Church.     About    sundown  the  enemy 
made  his  appearance,  near  Jackson's   flank  on    the  Old  Church  road, 
but  a  few  rounds  of  fhell  put  him  to  flij'ht.  and    my  pickets   on  that 
road  wore  not  disturbed  during  the  night.     The  next  morning,  Gene- 
ral Jackson  moved  directly  across  Beaver    Dam  ;    I  took  a  circuitous 
route  to  turn   that  stream,  turning    down  first  the  Old    Church  road, 
(both  aiming  for  Old  Cold  Harbor,)  and   directing  my  march  so  as  to 
cover  his  left   flank,  he  hiving  formed,  at  Beaver  Dam,  a  junction 
with  the  divisions  ^hich  marched  by  the  way  of  Mechanicsvillc.     All 
day  we  were  skir^iishing  with,  killing  and  capturing  small  detach- 
ments of,  the  enemy's  cavalry,  mostly  of  the  Lancers,  Colonel  Rush. 
Passing  Bethesda  church,  I  sent  the  Blakely  gun,  of  the  horse  ar- 
tillery, and  a  portion  of  my  command,   under  Colonel  Martin,  off  to 
the  left,  to  see  if  any  force  wn^  f»hont  Old  Church.     Colonel  Martin 
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found  nothing  but  some  flying  cavalry,  and  I  continued  my  march  by 
way  of  Beulah  Church,  taking  several  prisoners  en  route  to  Cold  Harbor, 
where  I  found  General  Jackson,  He  directed  me  to  take  position  on 
his  left,,  in  reserve.  I  kept  a  squadron  in  observation  down  the  Old 
Church  road,  down  the  Dispatch  road,  and  made  dispositions  for  ac- 
tion whenever  opportunity  might  offer. 

Owing,  however,  to  th^  nature  of  the  ground,  the  position  in  a 
wood,  and  the  steadiness  of  our  troops,  the  cavalry  proper  had  no 
hand  to-hand  conflict  with  the  enemy,  though  subject  to  the  severe 
ordeal  of  a  ruking  artillery  fire  from  giins  beyond  its  reach.  Videttes, 
placed  on  our  left,  kept  me  advised  o^  the  enemy's  operations,  and, 
about  hve  or  six,  P.  M.,  a  movement  of  artillery  was  observed,  arid 
•  reported,  on  the  road|»from  Grapevine  bridge.  The  only  artillery  un- 
der ray  command  being  Pelham's  "  Stuart's  Horse  Artillery,"  the 
twelve-pounder  Blakcly  and  Napoleon  were  ordered  forward  to  meet 
this  bold  effort  to  damage  our  left  flank.  The  Blakely  was  disabled 
at  the  first  fire,  the  enemy  opening,  simultaneously,  eight  pieces, 
proving  afterwards  to  be  Weed's  and  Tidball's  batterries.  Then  en- 
sued one  of^the  most  gallant  and  heroic  feats  of  the  war.  The  Na- 
poleon gun,  solitary  and  alone,  received  the  fire  of  those  batteries, 
concealed  in  the  pines,  on  a  ridge  commanding  its  ground,  yet  not  a 
man-  quailed,  and  the-noble  captain,  directing  the  fire  himself,  with  a 
coolness  and  intrepedity  only  equalled  by  his  previous  brilliant  career. 
The  enemy's  fire  sensibly  slackened  under  the  determined  fire  cf  this 
Napoleon,  which  clung  to  its  ground  with  unflinching  tenacity.  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  calling  General  Jackson's  attention  to  the 
heroic  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  piece,  and  later,  he,  by 
his  personal  efforts,  reinforced  it  by  severnl  batteries  of  rifle  pieces, 
which,  firing,  advanced  in  echelon,  about  dark,  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  last  foothold  on  the  right.  I  received  information  that  Gen- 
eral D.  H.  Hill  was  pursuing  the  enemy  down  the  road  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet. 

Expecting  a  general  rout,  1  iiii mediately  joined  m.y  cavalry,  and 
dashed  down  the  road  leading  by  Dr.  Tyler's,  to  its  intersection  with 
the  White  House  road,  about  three  miles.  It  was  quite  dark,  but  no 
.evidence  of  retreat,  or  other  movejQcnt,  could  be  detected  on  that 
.ijroad;  so,  leaving  a  squadron  for  observation  at  that  point,  I  returned 
to  Cold  Harbor  with  the  main  body,  late  at  night.  Early  in' the 
morning  that  squadron  was  so  burdened  with  prisoners,  mostly  of  the 
regular  army,  (among  others,  Mojor  Deloizier  Davidson,  conunrinding 
fourth  United  States  infantry,)  that  1  had  to  reinforce  it.  Being  sent 
for  by  the  commanding  General  at  his  headquarters,  New  Cold  Har- 
bor, I  galloped  up,  leaving  my  command  prepared  for  instant  service. 
I  received  from  the  commanding  General  instructions  to  strike  for  the 
York  River  railroad  at  the  nearest  point,  so  as  to  cut  the  enemy's  lino 
of  communication  with  the  York,  and  intercept  his  retreat.  General 
Ewell's  division  (infantry)  was  put  in  motion  for  the  same  object, 
and  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  ninth,  with  his  regiment,  preceded  him  as 
advance  guard,  finding,  en  route,  two  fine  rifl^'  pieces,  abandoned  by 
the  enemy. 
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With  t'ne  main  body  of  my  cavalry,  I  pursued  a  parallel  route,  and, 
arriving  near  Dispatch,  passed  the  head  of  General  Ewell's  column, 
and  pushing  a  squadron  of  Cobb's  legion  (cavalry)  rapidly  forward, 
surprised  and  routed  a  squadron  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  they  leaving, 
in  their  hurried  departure,  the  ground  strewn  with  carbines  and 
pistols.  Thejr  fled  in  the  direction  of  Bottoms'  Bridge.  I  directed 
the  iramedhite  tearing  up  of  the  track  and  cutting  the  wire,  which 
was  done  in  a  very  fe^v  minutes,  and  the  result  reported  to  General 
Ewell  and  the  commanding  General.  General  Ewell  decided  to  await 
further  orders  at  Dispatch  ;  I  determined  to  push  boldly  down  the 
White  House  road,  resolved  to  find  what  force  was, in  that  direction, 
and.  if  possible,  to  rout  it. 

A  train  of  forage  wagons,  with  a  few  cavah'y  as  escort,  was  cap- 
tured before  proceeding  far,  and,  further  down,  several  sutlers'  estab- 
lishments. The  prominent  points  on  the  road  were  picketed  by 
cavalry,  all  of  which  fled  at  our  approach  ;  and  long  before  the  column 
of  cavaljry  had  marched  half  way  to  the  White  House,  the  flying 
pickets  had  heralded  the  approach  of  what,  no  doubt,  appeared  to 
their  nftrighted  minds  to  be  the  whole  army  of  the  Valley,  and  from 
the  valley  of  the  Pamunkey  a  dense  cloud  of  smoke  revealed  the  fact 
of  flight,  and  destruction  in  the  path  of  a  stampeded  foe.  All  ac- 
counts agreed  that  Generals  Stoneman  and  Emory,  with  a  large  com- 
mand of  cavalry,  infantry  and  artillery,  had  gone  in  the  direction  of 
the  White  House,  where  Casey  was  said  to  be  in  command. 

1  found  no  resistance  until  1  reached  Tunstall's  Station.  Here  I 
found  a  vacated  field  work,  and  captured  a  cavalry  flag  near  it.  This 
work,  as  well  as  the  evidence  of  recent  enc&mpinents  along  the  lino 
of  railroad,  showed  that  one  of  the  great  results  anticipated  from  my  lato 
expedition — the  detaching  a  large  force' to  protect  the  enemy's  line  of 
coinmunicafion — had  been  accomplished.  At  the  crossing  of  Black 
creek,  near  this  place,  the  enemy  had  a  squadron  drawn  up,  on  the 
further  bank,  in  line  of  battle,  and  what  appeared  to  be  artillery  on  a 
commanding  height  beyond.  He  had  destroyed  the  bridge  over  this 
difficult  stream,  whose  abrupt  banks  and  miry  bed  presented  a  serious 
obstacle  to  our  progress.  The  artillery  was  ordered  up  to  our  front, 
and  a  1  ew  well-directed  rounds  of  shell  dispersed  the  squadron,  as  well 
as  disclosed,  in  a  scrambling  race,  an  adroitly  formed  amiiuscade  of 
dismounted  men  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  produced  no  reply 
from  what  was  supposed  to  be  artillery.  A  small  party  of  dismounted 
men,  under  the  daring  Captain  Farley,  soon  gained  the  further  bank 
and  scoured  the  woods,  while  the  ever-ready  and  indefatigable  Black- 
ford srt  to  work  to  repair  the  crossing.  It  was  dark,  however,  before 
it  could  be  finished,  and  we  slept  on  our  arms  until  morning,  finding 
ample  corn  for  our  jaded  horeea  at  Tunstall's  Station.  • 

The  conflagration  raged  fearfully  at  the  White  Hou^  during  the 
entirt!  night,  while  explosions  of  shell  rent  the  air.  I  was  informed 
that  five  thousand  men  held  the  place. 

Ear'y,  the  next  morning,  1  moved  cautiously  down,  catching  the 
scattered  fugitives  of  the  day  before,  as  we  advanced,  till  coming  in 
plain  view  of  the  White  House,  at  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
26 
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»  large  gunboat  was  discovered  lying  at  the  landing.  I  took  the  pro- 
caation  to  leave  the  main  body  about  two  miles  behind,  and  proceeded 
to  the  point  with  a  small  party  and  one  piece  of  artillery.  Colonel 
V/.  H.  F.  Lee,  the  proprietor  of  this  once  beautiful  festate,  now  in 
ashes  and  desolation,  described  the  ground,  and  pointed  out  all  the 
localities  to  me,  so  that  I  was  convinced  that  a  few  bold  sharpshooters 
could  compel  the  gunboat  to  leave.  I  accordingly  ordered'down  about 
geventy-five,  partly  of  the  first  Virginia  cavalry,  (Litchfield's  com- 
pany D,)  and  partly  Jeff  Davis  legion  and  fourth  Virginia  cavalry. 
They  were  deployed  in  pairs,  with  intervals  of  forty  paces,  and  armed 
with  rifle  carbines.  They  advanced  on  this  monster — so  terrible  to 
our  fancy — and  a  body  of  sharpshooters  were  sent  ashore  from  the 
boat  to  meet  them. 

Quite  a  determined  engagement  of  skirmishers  ensued  ;  but  our  gal- 
lani  men  never  faltered  in  their  determination  to  expose  this  Yankee 
bugaboo  ciilied  gunboat.  To  save  time,  however,  I  ordered  up  the 
h.'.  vitzer,  a  few  shells  from  which,  fired  with  great  accur.acy,  and 
brrsting  directly  o'ver  her  decks,  caused  an  iubtautaneous  withdrawal 
of  the  sharpshooters,  and  a  precipitate  flight  under  headwaj'  of  steam* 
down  the  river;  the  howitzer  gave  chase  at  a  gallop,  the  more  to 
caise  the  apprehension  of  being  cut  oft  below  than  of  really  affect- 
irig  anything. 

The  gunboat  never  returned.  The  command  was  now  entirely  out 
of  rations,  and  the  horses  without  forage,  and  I  had  relied  on  the 
enemy  at  the  White  House  to  supply  me  with  these  essentials,  ^was 
net  disappointed,  in  spite  of  their  efforts  to  destroy  everything.  Pro- 
vicions  and  delicacies  of  every  description  lay  in  heaps,  and  the  men 
regaled  themselves  on  the  fruits  of  the  tropics,  as  well  as  the  sub"" 
Btantials  of  the  land.  Large  "quantities  of  forage  were  left  also.  An 
opportunity  was  here  offered  for  observing  the  deceitfulness  of  the 
enemy's  pretended  reverence  for  everything  associated  with  the  name 
of  Washington — for  the  dwelling-house  was  burned  to  the  ground,'* 
and  not  a  vestige  left,  except  what  told  of  desolation  and  vandalism^ 

Nine  large  barges,  loaded  with  stores,  were  on  fire  as  we  approached  ; 
immense  numbers  of  tents,  wagons  and  cars,  in  long  trains,  loaded^ 
and  five  locomotives ;  a  number  of  forges  ;  quantities  of  every  spe- 
cie! of  q0irtermasters'  stores  and  property,  making  a  total  of  many 
millions  of  dollars — all  more  or  less  destroyed. 

During  the  morning,  I  received  a  note  from  the  commanding  Gene- 
ral, directing  me  to  watch  closely  any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  my 
direction,  and  to  communicate  what  my  impressions  were  in  regard  ta 
bis  designs.  I  replied  that  there  was  no  evidence  oi  a  retreat  of  the 
main  body  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  that  I  had  no  doubt  that 
tha  enemy,  since  his  defeat,  was  endeavoring  to  reach  the  James,  as  a 
new  base,  being  compelled  to  surrender  his  connection  with  the  York,. 

If  the  Federal  people  can  be  convinced  that  this  was  a  part  of  Mc- 
Clsllan's  plan  ;  that  it  was  in  his  original  design  for  Jackson  to  turn 
his  right  flank,  and  our  generals  to  force  him  from  his  strongholds, 
they  certainly  can  never  forgive  him  for  the  millions  of  public  trea8«-; 
ore  that  his  superb  strategy  cost  the  nation.     He  had  no  alternatiy© 
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left,  and  possessed  -with  the  information  that  his  retreat  was  not  pro- 
gressing towards  the  York,  the  commanding  General  knew  as  well  aa 
McClellan  himself  that  he  must  seek  the  only  outlet  left.  It  took  the 
remainder  of  Sunday  to  ration  my  command,  and  complete  the  de- 
struction of .  some  property  I  was  apprehensive  the  enemy  might  re- 
turn ^and  remove;  but  I  sent,  that  day,  a  regiment,  first  Virginia 
cavalry,  Colonel  Fitzhugh  Lee,  across  to  observe  the  enemy's  move- 
ments from  Bottom's  Bridge  to  Forge  Bridge. 

On  Monday,  I  moved  my  whole  command  in  the  Same  direction, 
except  one  squadron,  Cobb's  legion,  which  was  left  at  the  White 
House. 

Colonel  Lee,  first  Virginia  cavalry,  was  stationed  near  Long  Bridge, 
«nd  the  remainder  near  Forge  Bridge.  The  former  reported  the  en- 
emy's pickets  visible  on  the  other  side,  and,  at  the  latter  place,  I  ob- 
served a  regimont  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Na- 
poleon was  left  with  Colonel  Lee,  but  it  was  disabled  at  the  fircjit  shot, 
the  trail  breaking. 

The  Blukely  being  disabled  at  Cold  Harbor,  left  me  with  only  a 
twelve-ponnder  howitzer,  (one'section being  present.)'  Capt.  Polham 
en-gnged  the  enemy  across  the  Chickahominy  with  these,  and  after  a 
spirited  duel  against  one  rifle  piece  and  one  howitzer,  the  enemy  wa8  • 
driven  from  his  position,  with  the  loss  of  two  men  and  two  horses 
killed;  we  escaping  unhurt.  The  infantry  abandoned  their  knap- 
sacks in  their  hurry  to  depart  I  tried  in  vain  to  ascertain  by  scouts^ 
the  enemy's  force  beyond,  and  it  being  now  nearly  dark,  we  bivouacked 
ag;fin.  During  the  entire  day.  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  first,  as  also  the 
main  body,  captured  many  prisoners,  but  none  seemed  to  know  any- 
thing of  ;;he  operations  of  the  army.  One  was  a  topographical  engi- 
neer. 

At  halt  past  three,  A.  M  ,  the  next  morning,  I  received  a  despatch 
from  Colonel  Chilton,  the  hour  of  his  writing  being  omitted,  stating 
that  the  enemy  had  been  headed  off  at  the  intersection  of  the  Long 
Bridge  and  Charles  City  roads,  and  that  his  destination  seemed,  for 
the  present,  fixed,  and  expressing  the  commanding  General's  desire 
for  ine  to  cross  the  Chickahominj'-  and  co-operate  with  the  forces  oa 
that  side,  suggesting  Grapevine  Bridge  as  the  most  suitable  point. 
I  asked  the  courier  when  it  was  written.  He  replied,  '*  a?  nine,  P. 
M. ;"  which  point  of  time  was  after  the  heavy  firing  in  the  direction 
of  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  had  ce^ised  ;  and  I  believed,  therefore, 
that  the  status  of  the  enemy  referred  to  was  after  the  heavy  firing. 
I  therefore  started  at  once  for  Bottom's  Bridge,  eleven  miles  distant, 
pushing  on  rapidly  myself. 

Arriving  at  Bottom's  Bridge,  I  found  our  troops  had  passed  down.* 
Galloping  on  to  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  I  found  many  on  the 
march,  and  saw  at  once  that  from  the  lack  of  firing  in  front,  and  the 
rapid  rate  of  inarch,  that  the  only  way  I  could  co-operate  with  the 
main  body,  was  by  retracing  my  steps.  Fortunately,  the  head  of  my 
column  had  not  passed  Bottom's  Bridge,  and  crossing  at  the  Forge- 
Bridge    to  come  up  oa  Jackson's  left,    I   wrote  a  note  to    Gonefal' 
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Jackson  to  apprise  him  of  this  intention,  and  hurried  back  to  carry 
it  out. 

I  found,  upon  reaching  Forge  Bridge,  a  party  of  Munford's  second 
Virginia  cavalry,  who  informed  me  of  the  route  taken  by  Jackson's 
column,  and  pushed  on  to  join  him,  fording  the  river.     * 

Passing  Nance's  shop  about  sundown,  it  was  dark  before  we  reached 
Rock's  house,  near  which  we  stampeded  the  enemy's  picket,  without 
giving  it  time. to  destroy  the  bridge  further  than  to  pull  off  the  planks. 
I  aimed  for  Ilaxall's  landing,  but  soon  after  leaving  Rock's,  encoun- 
tered picket  fires,  and,  a  little  way  beyond,  saw  the  light  of  a  con- 
siderable encampment.  There  was  no  other  recourse  left  but  to  halt 
for  the  night,  after  a  day's  march  of  forty-two  miles. 

As  it  was  very  dark,  very  little  could  be  seen  of  the  country  around  ; 
but  I  had  previously  detached  Captain  Blackford  to  notify  General 
Jackson  of  my  position,  aiid  find  where  he  was.  He  returned  during 
the  night,  having  found  our  troops,  but  could  not  locate  General 
Jackson's  line. 

I  ascertained,  also,  that  a  battle  had  been  raging  for* some  time, 
and  ceased  about  an  hour  after  I  reached  this  point.  My  an ival  could 
not  *have  been  more  fortunately  timed ;  for,  arriving  after  dark,  its 
ponderous  march,  with  the  rolling  artillery,  must  have  impressed  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  watching  the  approaches  to  their  rear,  with  the  idea 
of  an  immense  army  about  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and  contributed  to 
cause  that  sudden  collapse  and  stampede  that  soon  after  occurred, 
leaving  us  in  the  possession  of  Malvern  Hill,  which  the  enemy  nught 
"have  held  next  day,  much  to  our  detriment. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  worthy  of  the  commanding  General's  no- 
tice, that,  in  taking  the  position  I  did  in  rear  of  Turkey  creek,  I 
acted  entirely  from  ray  own  juclgment;  but  was  much  gratified,  next 
day,  on  receiving  his  note,  to  find  that  his  orders  were  to  the  same 
effect,  though  failing  to  reach  me  until  the  next  morning  after  its  ex- 
ecution. 

Early  next  morning,  I  received  orders  from  General  Jackson,  that 
unless  you  had  otherwise  directed,  to  take  position  near  his  left.  Not 
yet  apprised  of  the  enemy's  move  in  the  night,  I  proceeded  to  execute 
this  order,  and,  having  halted  the  column  near  Gate  wood's,  where 
Colonels  Rosser,  Baker,  and  Goode,  with  their  respective  regiments, 
joined  my  command.  I  went  forward  to  reconnoitre.  Meeting  with 
General  Jackson,  we  rode  together  to  Dr.  Poindexter's,  where  we  met 
Major  Meade  and  Lieutenant  Samuel  R,  Johnston,  of  the  engineers, 
who  had  just  made,  in  the  drenching  rain,  a  personal  examination  of 
the  enemy's  position,  and  found  it  abandoned. 

I  galloped  back  to  my  command  and  put  it  in  motion  For  Haxall's 
Landing,  hoping  there  to  intercept  the  enemy's  column.  The  JeJ0f. 
Davis  legion  preceded  and  soon  reached  the  River  road,  in  rear  of 
Turkey  creek,  capturing  scores  of  the  discomfitted  and  depQoralized 
foe  at  every  turn — wagons,  tents,  arms  and  knapsacks  abandoned—^ 
and  the  general  drift  of  accounts,  given  by  the  prisoners,  spoke  elo- 
quently of  the  slaughter  and  rout  that  will  make  Malver»  Hill  mem- 
orable in  history. 
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Colonel  Martin  dashed  off  with  a  few  men  towards  Haxall's,  and,  in 
plain  view  of  the  monitor,  captured  one  of  her  crew  on  shore  and 
marched  back  several  other  prisoners,  the  very  boldness  of  the  move 
apparently  transfixing  the  enemy's  guns.  Appreciating  the  impor- 
tance of  knowing  the  enemy's  position  with  reference  to  Shirley,  I 
endeavored  to  gain  the  fork  of  woods  near  that  point ;  but  it  was 
strongly  defended  by  t^o  regiments  of  infantry — a  prisoner  captured 
near  by  said  Sickles'  brigade,"  The  indications  were  clear,  however, 
that  the  ene^ray  had  gone  below  that  point.  The  day  was  consumed 
in  collecting  prisoners  and  arms  back  towards  Malvern  Hill,  the  road 
from  which,  was  thoroughly  blockaded,  and  in  harrassing  the  enemy's 
rear,  which,  in  spite  of  his  good  position  was  very  thoroughly  done 
by  Colonel  Martin  with  one  of  Pelham's  howitzers,  causing  marked 
havoc  and  confusion  in  his  ranks.  I  also  reconnoitred  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Charles  City  Court-IIouse  with  a  view  to  fall  on  his  flanks  if 
still  in  motion.  The  result  of  the  last  was  to  the  effect  that  at  ten, 
A.  M,,  no  part  of  his  force  had  reached  Charles  City  Court-House. 
I  therefore  sent  down  that  night  towards  Westover,  under  Captain 
Pelhara,  supported  by  Irving's  squadron  first  Virginia  cavalry,  with 
orders  to  reach  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  River  road  below,  so  as 
to  shell  it  if  the  enemy  attempted  to  retreat  that  night.  A  squadron 
(Cobb's  legion)  wa^  left  near  Shirley,  and  the  main  body  bivouacked 
contiguou.s  to  oat-fields,  of  necessity  our  only  dependence  for  forage 
since  leaving  the  White  House;  but  the  regiments  were  warned  that 
the  pursuit  might  be  resumed  at  any  moment  during  the  night  should 
Captain  Pelham's  reconnoissance  apprise  us  of  a  continuance  of  the 
retreat.  During  the  night.  Captain  Pelham  wrote  to  me  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  position  between  Shirley  and  Westover,  near  the 
latter,  and  described  the  locality,  the  nature  of  Herring  creek  on  the 
enemy's  right,  and  indicated  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  taking 
possession,  with  artillery,  of  Evelington's  heights,  a  plateau  com- 
manding completely  the  enemy's  encampment.  I  forwarded  this  re- 
port at  once  to  the  commanding  General,  through  General  Jackson, 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  ground  with  my  command,  except  one 
regiment  of  the  ninth  Virginia  cavalry,  Colonel  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  which 
was  ordered  down  the  road,  by  Nance's  shop,  and  thence  across 
towards  Charles  City  Court-House,  so  as  to  extend  my  left,  and  keep 
.  a  look  out  towards  Forge  Bridge,  by  which  I  was  liable  to  be  attacked 
in  flank  and  rear  by  Stoneman,  should  he  endeavor  to  form  a  junction 
with  McClellan, 

I  found  Evelington's  heights  easily  gained,  •  A  squadron  in  posses- 
sion vacated  without  much  hesitation,  retreating  up  the  road,  the  only 
road  by  which  it  could  reach  Westover,  owing  to  the  impassability 
of  Herring's  creek  below  Roland's  mill.  Colonel  Martin  was  sent 
around  further  to  the  left,  and  the  howitzer  brought  into  action  in  the 
River  road,  to  fire  upon  the  enemy's  camp  below. 

Judging  from  the  great  commotion  and  excitement  caused  below,  it 
must  have  had  considerable  effect.  We  soon  had  prisoners  from  vari- 
ous corps  and  divisions,  aniJ  frcm  their  statements,  as  well  as  those  of 
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citizens,  I  learned  that  the  enemy's  main  body  was  there  ;  but  much 
reduced  and  demoralized. 

I  kept  the  commanding  General  apprised  of  my  movement?,  and  I 
BOon  loarncd  from  him  that  Longstreet  andJackson  were  en  route  to 
my  support.  I  held  the  ground  from  about  nine,  A.  M.,  until  two, 
P.*  M.,  when  the  enemy  had  contrived  to  get  one  battery  into  position 
on  this  side  the  creek.  The  fire  was,  however,  kept  up  until  a  body 
of  infantry  was  found  approaching  by  our  right  fl:ink,  I  had  no  ap- 
prehension, however,  as  1  was  sure  Longstreet  was  near  by,  and  al- 
though Pclham  reported  but  two  rounds  of  ammunition  left,  I  held 
out,  knowing  how  important  it  was  to  hold  the  ground  until  Longstreet 
arrived.  The  enemy's  infantry  advanced,  and  the  battery  kept  up  its 
fire.  I  just  then  learned  that  Longstreet  had  taken  the  wrong  road, 
and  was  then  at  Nance's  shop,  six  or  seven  miles  off. 

Pelham  fired  his  last  round,  and'the  sharpshooters,  stongly  posted 
in  the  skirt  of  the  woods  bordering  the  plateau,  exhausted  every 
cartridge,  bul  had  at  last  to  retire  ;  not,  however,  without  teaching 
many  a  foeman  the  bitter  lesson  of  death.  My  command  had  been  so 
cut  off  from  sources  of  supply,  and  so  constantly  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  that  the  abundant  supply  which  it  began  with  on  the  26th  of 
June,  -was  entirely  exhausted.  I  kept  pickets  at  Bradley's  store  that 
night,  and  remained  with  my  eommad  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek, 
Bear  Philips'  farm.  General  Longstreet  came  up  late  in  the  evening, 
he  had  been  led  by  his  guide  out  of  his  proper  route. 

The  next  day,  July  4th,  General  Jackson's  command  drove  in  the 
enemy's  advance  pickets.  I  pointed  out  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
now  occupying,  apparently  in  force,  the  plateau  from  which  I  shelled 
their  camp  the  day  before,  and  showed  him  the  routes  by  which  the 
plateau  could  be  reached  to  the  left,  and  submitted  my  plan  for  dis- 
possessing the  enemy  and  attacking  his  camps.  This  was  subsequently 
laid  before  the  commanding  General.  The  enemy's  position  hai  been 
Tyell  reconnoitred  by  Blackford,  of  the  engineers,  the  day  before,  from 
a  close  view,  and  further  on  this  day  (July  4th),  demonstrating  that 
his  position  was  strong,  difficult  to  reach,  except  with  rifle  cannon, 
and  completely  flanked  by  gunboats,  all  of  which  w^ere  powerful  argu- 
ments, and  no  doubt  had  their  due  weight  with  the  commanding 
General  against  renewing  an  attack,  thus  far  of  unbroken  successes, 
against  a  stronghold,  where  the  enemy  had  been  reinforced  beyond  a" 
doubt.  The  operations  of  ihy  own  command  extended  further  to  the 
left,  except  one  regiment,  Cobb's  legion  cavalry,  which  was  directed 
to  follow  up  the  enemy's  rear  on  the  River  road,  and  the  first  North 
Carolina  cavalry,  which  remained  in  reserve,  near  Phillips'  farm. 

The  remainder  of  the  4th  and  5th  July  were  spent  in  reconnoiter- 
ing  and  watching  the  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  Colonel  S.  D  Lee,  of  the  artillery, 
reported  to  me  with  a  battery  of  rifle  guns,  (Squiers'  Washington 
artillery.)  to  which  I  added  Pelham's  Blakely,  which  had  just 
returned  from  Richmond,  for  attacking>transportation  on  the  river 
below  the  Federal  forces.  The  point  selected  was  Wilcox's  landing, 
Vihxch  was  reached  after  dark.     The  only  transport  which  passed  dur- 
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ing  the  night  was  fire  J  into  with  distant  damoge,  but  she  kept  oa. 
On  the  6th,  the  battery  vras  augmented  by  two  rifle  pieces  of  Rogers' 
battery,  and  proceeded  to  Wayne's  Oak,  lower  down  the  river. 
During  that  night  and  next  day,  (7th,)  the  batteries  corarr.anded  the 
river,  seriously  damaging  several  transports,  and  compelling  the 
crews  from  two  to  take  to  their  small  boats  for  the  opposite  shore, 
leaving  one  transport  sinking.  The  batteries  were  subject  to  incea- 
eant  fire  from  the  gunboats,  which  invariably  convoyed  the  transports; 
but  Colonel  Lee,  whose  report  is  very  interesting,  says  no  damage 
was  done  to  the  batteries,  demoustratins:,  as  was  done  at  the  White 
House  that  gunboats  are  not'so  dangerous  as  is  generally  supposed. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  the  batteries  returned  to  their  camps, 
the  men  being  much  exhausted  from  loss  of  rest  and  continucus 
exertion. 

During  the  Cth,  7th  and  8th,  the  enemv  persistently  annoyed  our 
pickets  on  the  Riv^r  road,  below  Westover,  and,  with  all  arms  of  ser- 
vice, tried  to  compel  us  to  retire  from  that  position.  Colonel  Rosser, 
commanding  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  was  present  in  charge  of  the  post 
and  inspired  his  men  v4ith  such  determine^  resistance,  arranging  theaa 
.so  as  to  resist  to  the  best  advantage,  that  the  enemy  failed  in  tbo 
effort,  vnthin  three-quarters  of  .a  mile  of  his   main  body,  and  in  his  rear. 

At  sundown  on  the  8th,  it  being  decided  to  withdraw  our  forc%8 
from  before  the  enemy's  position,  the  cavalry  covered  the  withdrawal 
of  the  infantry,  and  prevented  the  enemy's  having  any  knowledge  of 
the  movement. 

At  daylight,  on  the  9th,  the  cavalry  proceeded  above  Turkey  IslatiJ 
creek,  with  a  view  to  establish  a  line  of  cavalry  outposts  from  tbe 
vicinity  of  Shirley,  across  by  Nance's  shop  to  the  Chickahominy. 
On  the  lOth,  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  was  left  on  this  duty,  and  the 
remainder,  by  the  direction  of  the  commanding  General,  marched  to 
a  reserve  camp.  r 

I  regret  that  the  very  extended  field  of  operations  of  the  cavalry^ 
has  made  this  report  necessarily  long.  During  the  whole  period  it 
will  be  observed  that  my  command  was  in  contact  with  the  enemy 
No  opportunity  occurred,  however,  for  an  overwhelming  charge,  a 
circumstance  resulting,  first,  from  the  nature  of  the  po.^itidns  suc- 
cessively taken  by  the  enemy,  in  woods,  or  behind  swamps  or 
ditches — he  taking  care  to  change  position  under  cover  of  night,  the 
distance  being  so  short,  only  fifteen  miles,  as  to  be  marched  in  one 
night.  Added  to  this  was  the  uncertainty  whether  the  enemy  would 
attempt  the  passage  of  the  Chickahominy  where  I  awaited  him,  or 
under  cover  of  a  demonstration  towards  Chaffin's  Bluff,  he  would 
gain  the  James.  The  country  being  obscurely  wooded  and  swampy, 
his  facilities  for  effecting  the  latter  were  great.  Tlie  portion  of  the 
cavalry  operating  under  my  instructions  on  the  Richmond  side  of  the 
Chickahominy,  was  under  command,  at  first,  of  ColoneJ  Rosser,  and 
afterwards  of  Colonel  L..S.  Baker,  first  North  Carolina  cavalry. 
The  latter  made  a  gallant  charge,  on  the  3()th  ultimo,  at  Willis'  church, 
with  his  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Goodc's  command,  but  were  re- 
pulsed, with  email  loss.     Their  reports,  enclosed,  will  give  particulara 
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of  their  operations.  Major  Crurapler  was  mortally  -vfonnded,  an(J 
Captain  Ruffin  taken  prisoner.  For  other  casualties  you  are  respect- 
fully referred  to  Colonel  Baker's  report.  Durin'g  the  series  of 
engagements  in  which  the  portion  of  the  brigade  Avith  me  partici- 
pated, very  few  casualties  occurred,  notwithstanding  frequent  exposure 
to  the  enemy's  fire.  During  the  whole  period  the  officers  and  men 
exhibited  that  devotion  to  duty,  thorough  discipline  and  efficiency, 
which  characterizes  regular  troops,  and  claims,  at  my  hands,  the 
highest  measure  of  praise  and  grateful  acknowledgment. 

Colonels  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  Fitz.  Lee,  W.  II.  F.  Lee,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  W.  T.  Martin,  under  my  immediate  command,  were  frequently, 
in  turn,  entrusted  with  distinct,  isolated  commands,  and  displayed  that 
zeal  and- ability  which  entitles  them  to  favorable  notice  and  gives 
evidence  of  capacity  for  higher  trust. 

•  Captain  John  Pelham,  of  the  horse  artillery,  displayed  such  signal 
ability  as  an  artillerist,  such  heroic  example  and  devotion  in  danger, 
and  indomitable  energy  under  difficulties,  in  the  movement  of  his  bat- 
tery, that,  reluctant  as  I  am  at  the  chance,  of  losing  such  a  valuable' 
limb  from  the  brigade,  I  feel  bound  to  ask  for  his  promotion,  with  the 
remark  that,  in  either  cavalry  or  artillery.,  no  field  grade  is  too  higK 
for  his  merit  and  capacity.  The  officers  and  men  of  that  battery 
emulated  the  example  of  their  captain  and  did  justice  to  a  reputation 
already  won. 

Capt  Wm.  W.  Blackford,  of  the  engineers,  assigned  to  duty  with  me 
the  day  before  the  battles,  was  always  in  advance,  obtaining  valuable 
information  of  the  enemy's  strength,  movements,  and  position,  locat- 
ing routes  and  making  hurried  topographical  sketches.  He  is  bold 
in  reconnuissance,  fearless  in  dangef,  and  remarkably  cool  and  correct 
in  judgment.  Ilis  services  are  invaluable  to  the  advance  guard  of 
an  army.  Captain  J.  Hardeman  Stuart,  signal  corps,  was  particu- 
larly active  and  fearless  in  the  transmission  of  orders  at  Cold  Harbor, 
and  deserves  my  special  thanks  for  his  gallant  conduct.  Captain 
Norman  Fitzhugh,  A.  A,  G.,  chief  of  staff,  though  but  recently  pro- 
moted from  the  ranks,  gave' evidence  of  those  rare  qualities,  united 
with  personal  gallantry,  which  constitute  a  capable  and  efficent  adju- 
tant gen'eral.  Captain  Heros  Von  Borcke,  A.  A.  G.^  was  ever  pres- 
ent, fearless,  and  un-tiring  in  the  zealous  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  him. 

Major  Samuel  Hardin  Hairstone,  Q.  M.,  and  Major  Dabncy  Ball, 
C.-S.,  were  prevented  by  their  duties  of  office  from  participating  ia 
the  dangers  of  the  conflict,  but  are  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the 
thorough  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  following  officers,  attached  to  my  staff,  deserve  honorable  men- 
tion in  this  report  for  their  valuable  services  :  Captain  Redmond 
Burke,  Lieutenant  John  Esten  Cooke,  ordnance  officer  ;  Lieutenant 
J.  S.  W.  Hai^ston,  C.  S.  A. ;  Lieutenant  James  R.  Christian,  third 
Virginia  cavalry  ;  Lieutenant  Chiswell  Dabney,  aid  ;  Volunteer  Aids 
Captain  W.  D.  Farley  and  W.  E.  Towles — ^^they  having  contributed 
their  full  share  to  whatever  success  was  achieved  by  the  brigade. 

My  escort  did  good  service.     Private  Frank  Stringfellow,  fourth 
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Virginia  cavalry,  was  particularly  conspicuous  for  gallantry  and  effi- 
ciency at  Cold  Harbor,  The  majority  of  the  Hanover  company,  (G,) 
fourth  Virginia  cavalry,  possessing  invaluable  merits  as  guides,  were 
distributed  as  such  among  the  various  generals. 

■First  Lieutenant  D.  A.  Timberlake  accompanied  me,  and  fvora  his 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  country,  as  well  as  his  personal 
bravery,  was  an  indispensable  aid  to  my  march.  His  deeds  of  indi- 
vidual prowess  in  Hanover  place  him  high  among  partisan  warriors, 
and  enabled  us  to  know  exactly  the  enemy's  position  and  strength 
near  Atlee's  Station. 

Accompanying  this  report,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  map,  drawn 
by  Captain  Bhickford,  corps  of  engineers,  of  the  region  of  country 
traversed  by  tho  cavalry,  showing  the  extent  of  its  operations,  and 
exhibiting  the  various  engagements  in  which  the  cavalry  took  part; 
also — 

Report  A,  Colonel  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  Georgia  legion  cavalry. 

Rej)ort  B,  Colonel  L.  S.  Baker,  first  North  Carolina  cavalry.. 

Report  C,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  T.  Martin,  Jeff.  Davis  legion. 

•Report  D,  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  fifth  Virginia  cavalry. 

Report  E,  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  artillery,  fourth  Virginia  cavalry., 

Report  F,  Colonel  Thos.  F.  Goode,  thivd  Virginia  cavalry. 

Map  G,  already  referred  to. 

H.  My  instructions  to  ofiicer  commanding  cavalry  west  of  Ohicka- 
hominy. 

1.  List  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

The  reports  of  other  commanders  have  not  been  received.  Should 
they  be  sent  in  subsequently  they  will  be  forwarded. 

My  command  captured  several  thousand  prisoners  and  arms,  the 
precise  number  it  being  impossible  to  ascertain. 

The  detachment  of  cavalry  left   at  the  White  House  secured  much 
valuable  public  property  enumerated  already. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel, 

Your  most  obedient  servant,    * 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Brisadier  General. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FITZ  LEE, 

Headquarters  FiRvST  Virginia  CAV^LRy, 
Hanover  Court-House,  Aug.  1,  1862. 

Captain  N.  R.  Fitzhugh, 

A.  A.  Qeneral,  Cavalry  Brigade  : 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  first  Virginia  cavalry  re- 
mained, during  the  battles  in  front  of  Richmond,  under  the  immediate 
command  of  General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  and  took  part  in  all  the  opera- 
tions. The  only  casualty  was  the  loss  of  private  R.  P.  Thomas,  of 
company  A.  .He  had  been  sent  to  the  front,  in  company  with  Lieu- 
tenant Stuart,  of  company  B,  to  reconnoitre,  di8m()\unted,  when  he 
came  suddenly  upon  a  large  body'of  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the 
woods.  Rufusing  to  surrender,  this  party  of  two  giithored  up  some 
abandoned  arms  in  the  vicinity  and  fought  bravely,  until  Thomas  was 
killed,  when  the  Lieutenant  made  his  escape,  the  enemy  not  daring  to 
pursue  a  soldier  who  had  shown  he  was  not  to  be  taken  alive. 
Yqvj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ  LEE,  {Laic  Colonel  First  Virginia  Cavalry,) 

Brigadier  General  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  ROSSER. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry,  ) 
Camp  Gary,  July  26,  1852..     j 

General  :  In  pursuance  v?itb  your  instructions,  I  habitually  kept 
my  command,  dilring  the  battles,  well  in  hand  and  as  near  th-e  enemy 
as  possible. . 

On  the  28th  of  Juno,  my  scouts  came  in  and  reported  the  enemy, 
in  considerable  fprce  near  Willis'  church,  and  also  that  he  was  mov- 
ing  small  bodies  of  troops^n  the  direction  of  James  river.  This  I 
reported,  at  the  time,  to  General  Huger.  The  next  morning  I  started 
out  on  a  scout  in  the  same  direction,  and  met  Colonel  Baker,  with 
his  own  regiment,  (the  first  North  Carolina.)  and  the  third  Virginia, 
returning  to  his  camp,  having  been  unsuccessful  in  his  attack  upon  the 
enemy  near  Willis'  church,  where  he  found  the  enemy  in  great  force — 
his  attack  being  met  with  infantry,  artillery  and  cavalry.  My  scouts 
on  the  right  found  the  enemy  extending  his  lines  in  that  direction, 
and  succeeded  in  recapturing  fifteen  horses,  belonging  to  the  first 
North  Carolina,  that  the  ene-.uy  had  taken  in  Colonel  Baker's  en- 
gagement', early  iii  the  morning.  This  was  also  reported  to  General 
Huger.  That  night,  (Stinday,  29th  ultimo.)  my  pickets  were  strongly 
reinforced,  and  I  moved  down,  with  my  entire  force,  composed  of  my 
own  regiment  aitd  the  Hampton  legion,  to  the  junct'on  of  the  River 
and  iiong  Bridge  roads,  and  remained  there  during  t<ie  night. 

Next  morninir,  about  eic;ht  o'clock,  my  pickets  were  driven  in,  on 
the  Long  Bridge  road,  near  Willis'  church.  I  at  once  moved  down 
with  my  entire  command,  and,  after  some  skirmishing,  succeeded  in 
re-establishing  my  pickets.  I  then  dismounted  one '  company,  and 
deployed  them  as  skirmishers,  giving  them  a  squadron  for  support, 
and  sent  them  forward,  and  after  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  still 
pessed  upon  hjm,  and,  strange  to  say,  this  gallant  little  band  of  Cap- 
tain Bullock'.s,  of  my  regiment,  drove  them  back  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  their  main  force,  and  was  still  pressing  upon  them,  when 
General  Longstreet's  advance  came  up,  and,  with  his  infantry  and 
artillery,  attacked  them  upon  the  line  to  which  I  was  holding 
them.  My  pickets  uf  on  the  River  road,  about  this  time,  reported  the 
enemy  advancing  in  that  direction,  and  General  Longstrcet  ordered 
me  to  take  my  command  over  in  that  way. 

After  re-establishing  my  pickets  on  that  road,  I  made  a  reconnois- 
sance,  with  a  portion  of  my  command,  to  the  front,  and  found  the 
head  of  the  retiri/ig  column  moving  hurriedly  and  confusedly  in  the 
'  direction  of  James  river.  I  was  then  just  coming  on  Malvern  Hill. 
I  reporteit  this  fact  to  Generals  Longstreet  a^d  Holmes,  about  one 
o'clock,  r.  M.  For  some  reason  or  other,  no  attention  was  paid  to 
this  report.  I  then  reported  to*General  Lee,  who  came  to  see  for  him- 
Belf,  and  who  ordered  General  Holmes  to  move  at  once  to  this  point, 
and  attack  the  enefny.     But  as  General  Holmes  did  not  arrive  until 
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late  in  the  day,  (about  five  o'clock.  P.  M.)  and  by  marching  his  troops 
down  the  river  road,  the  dust  revealed  the  movement  to  the  enemy, 
and  gunboats  were  sent  up  the  river,  which  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon 
Holmes'  advancing  column,  which  drove  him*  back.  I  then  withdrew 
my  command  to  cover,  and  sent  scouts  in  the  direction  of  the  river  to 
observe  the  movements  of  the  boats,  ^ly  quartermaster  (Captain 
Tayloi^  was  one  of  the-  party,  and  was  taken  prisoner.  General 
Holmes  having  withdrawn,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  place  the 
greater  part  of  my  command  on  picket,  dismounted!   . 

Early  the  following  morning,  the  1st  instant,  by  reconnoissance,  I 
found  the  enemy  in  line  of  battle  on  Malvern  Hill.  I  was  near 
enough  to  hear  loud  and  prolonged  cheering,  as  if  reinforcoments,  or 
a  general,  had  arrived.  This  I  also  reported  to  General  Huger.  But 
Colonel  Baker  having  arrived,  assumed  the  command,  and  soon  moved, 
with  my  command,  over  to  the  left,  to  support  the  attack  which  Gen- 
eral Magruder  was  about  to  make.  My  comm^^nd  was  held  on  the 
left,  and,  as  the  lines  were  extended  in  that  direction,  I  was  moved  to 
■the  left,  an^  early  the  following  morning  I  joined  you  with  my  com- 
mand. 

In  every  instance  where  my  men  weie  thrown  in  contact  with  the 
enemy,  I  could  but  observe  the  great  want  of  proper  discipline,  neces- 
sary to  insure  implicit  confidence.  They  had  not  been  drilled,  and 
the  most  of  them  had  never  been  under  fire  before, 

I  took  several  prisoners,  and  collected  many  arms.  1  lost  four 
men — two  sergeants,  one  corporal  and  one  private — by  desertion  to 
the.  enemy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  L.  ROSSER, 
Colonel  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry. 


[confidential.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade,  3une  25,  1862. 

To  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser, 

Or  Cavalry  Officer  commanding  Right  Wing  of  Pickets  : 

Colonel  :  You  will  immediately  supply  your  command,  from  Major 
Ball,  C.  S.,  with  three  days'  rations  of  hard  bread  and  bacon.  Should 
an  engagement  take  place,  you  will  move  your  main  body  towards  the 
front,  so  as  to  support  and  watch  our  right  flank,  and  take  advantage 
of  any  movement  the  enemy  may  make  towards  James  river,  to  har- 
ass and  delay  him  by  demonstrations  in  his  front,  and  by  vigorous 
attacks  on  his  flanks.  Keep  your  command  well  together  and  well  in 
hand,  and  be  sure  to»keep  a  perfect  communication  and  thijfough  co- 
operation with  Major  General  Huger,  and  any  other  commander  near 
you,  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  our  first  duty  to  whip  the  enemy,  and 
to  effect  that,  no  necessary  sacrifice  is  too  great,  no  hardship  too 
severe.  «  . 
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I  have  entire  confidence  in  your  skill,  ability  and  energy.     Colonel 
Goode,  third  Virginia  cavalry,  \vill  be  on  the  Charles  City  road. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*    '  J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Brigadier  General  commanding. 

Should  you  be  ordered  to  join  me,  with  your  regiment,  these  in- 
structions will  be  turned"  over  to  your  successor  in  command. 

J.  E.  B.  STUART. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LITCHFIELD. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  ) 
Hanover,  August  2,  1862.       ) 

Colonel  R.  II.  CnfLTON,  ^  • 

Assistant  Adjutant   General :  ■ 

Colonel  :  In  answer  to  Major  Taylor's  note,  asking  for  a  report  of 
tlfe  facta  concerning  the  dash  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  upon  the  camp 
of  the  Bath  cavalry,  at  Verdon,  I  have  the' honor  to  state  that  Cap- 
tain Litchfield,  who  commanded  the  squadron  of  my  command  sent 
to  that  vicinity  after  the  raid  at  Beaver  Dam,  has,  at  my  request, 
submitted  a  report,  which  is  herewi<th  forwarded,  giving  a  lucid  ac- 
count of  the  affair. 

The  bath  cavalry  has  never  been  assigned  to  any  re^ment, but  be- 
longed to  the  Valley  forces,  and  had  been,  for  five  weeks,  at  Verdon, 
according  to  the  Captain's  account,  (Captain  McChestney,)  depending 
on  the  vicinity  for  rations  and  forage.  The  company,  according  to 
the* accounts  of  the  citizens,  fled  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  I 
arrived  upon  the  ground  in  the  afternoon.  Captain  McChestney  re- 
ported his  force  to  be  seventy-five  or  eighty  men,  two  of  whom  were 
captured,  and  he  informed  me  about  ten  horses.  He  was  just  a  mile 
from  the  ford  over  the  Noith  Anna,  a  ford  where  the  enemy  crossed, 
at  which  point  a  determined  stand  could  have  been  made,  as  I  noticed 
myself,  the  bank  being  very  advantageous  for  sharpsliooters.  If 
Litchfield  coxild  have  reached  that  point,  the  enemy  would  never  have 
crossed.  Upon  the  foregoing,  aniitether  representations  made  me  by 
citizens,  I  telegraphed  and  wrote  to' General  Jackson  tjjat  I  thought 
this  company  had  better  bo  withdrawn  ;  whereupon  it  was  done,  and 
is  now,  no  doubt,  temporarily  attached  to  some  regiment  of  Robert- 
son's command — perhaps  the  second  Virginia  cavalry. 

The  extent  of  damage  to  the  camp  is  not  precisely  known,  but  be- 
liev.ed  to  be  slight — only  a  few  tents. 

Most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  E«.  B.  STUART, 
Mnjoi  General,  commanding. 


Camp  Discipline,  Hanover  Countv,  Virginia,  ) 

July  31,  18G2.       \ 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  written  order,  I  report,  in  writing, 
the  late  demonstration  and  attack  of  the  enemy  at  Verdon  and  vicin- 

Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  left  Atlee's  Station,  on  Sunday, 
the  20th  instant,  in  charge  of  a  squadron,  and  proceeded  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Hanover  Junction,  {via  Hanover  Court-House,)  which  place 
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I  reached  about  dusk  and  encamped be;yond,  some  mile  and  a  naif, 
sending,  as  directed.  Lieutenant  Grattan,  -svith  six  men,  up  to  Beaver 
Dam  Station  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  damage  done  the  railroad,  and 
the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy's  forces  at  that  point. 

During  the  night,  a  courier  arrived  from  Lieutenant  Grattan, 
stating  that  but  little  injury  was  done  the  road,  and  the  enemy  had 
returned,  and  that  the  necessary  repairs  could  have  been  ma^de  in  a 
few  hours.  I  started  early  next  morning  with  the  command,  and 
proceeded  as  far  as  Anderson's  Station,  .where  I  halted  to  feed.  I 
there  found  a  cavalry  company  encamped,  from  Bath  county,  com- 
manded by  Captain  McChestney,  who  informed  me  that  he  was  pick- 
eting the  Telegraph  road,  leading  to  Fredericksburg,  and  scouting  in 
that  direction.  1  then  sent  a  Lieutenant  and  nine  men  from  Major 
Critcher's  battalion,  down  the  road  with  Captain  McChestney's  picket, 
to  go  in  the  direction  of  Bowling- Green,  hj  a  road  running  parallel 
with  the  Telegraph  road,  and  leading  to  that  place. 

I  th^n  proceeded  on  to  Beaver  Dam,  and  found  the  road  had  been 
repaired,  ready  for  the  passage  of  trains.  I  halted  my  command  to 
ascertain  something  of  the  condition  of  the  road  above,  about  three 
miles,  at  a  place  called  *'  Green  Bays  Crossing,"  and  found  that  there 
was  likewise  but  little  injury  done  the  road  at  that  point,  but  deemed 
it  important  to  have  three  roads  guarded  leading  to  Green  Bay  and 
Frederick  Hall,  so  that  the  trains  might  pass  uninterruptedly,  or  be 
notified  in  time  to  prevent  accident. 

I  therefore  sent  Lieutenant  Coyner,  with  eleven  men,  in  charge  of 
the  post,  and  proceeded  with  the  remainder  of  my  command  across 
Anderson's  bridge,  and  down  the  road  leading  towards  Fredericks- 
burg, in  search  of  the  enemy  and  information,  I  followed  this  road 
to  a  point  where  it  intersected  the  Telegraph  road  and  Dr.  h'lippo's 
house,  when  I  came  upon  a  party  of  seven  of  the  enemy,  s\x  of  whom 
I  captured,  (after  a  sharp  skirmish,^  wounding  the  seventh  so  se- 
verely that  he  had  to  be  left  at  the  doctor's  hous6.  I  here  learned 
that  the  enemy  were  in  pretty  strong  force  down  the  Telegraph  road, 
about  three  miles.  I  then  proceeded  up  this  road  in  the  direction  of 
a  cross-road  leading  to  Bowling  Green ;  but  before  reaching  that 
point,  was  informed  that  the  party  guarding  that  road  had  been  run 
in  by  the  enemy  thart  evening,  and  that  they  were  in  considerable 
force  upon  the  other  road. 

I  went  on  to  the  forks  of  the  road,  and  finding  no  picket,  as  I  ex- 
pected, 1  concluded  the  information  I  had  received  was  correct,  and 
that  it  would  not  be  prudent  or  advisable  to  proceed  further,  with 
my  small  force,  rendered  so  by  guarding  the  road  above,  and  made 
less  effective  in  guarding  this  road  and  ray  rear,  I  therefore  fell  back 
across  the  river,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  In  the  morning,  after 
feeding,  I  started  down  the  road  toward  Captain  McChestney's  camp, 
to  ascertain  what  had  become  of  his  men  and  the  party  sent  out  by 
myself.  Upon  reaching  which  place,  I  learned  that  his  picket^  had 
not  been  posted  beyond  Carmel  church,  but  that  a  scoflting  party  had 
been  down  as  far  as  Dr.  Flippo's.  I  then  sent  a  message  to  the  party 
sent  out  by  myself,  notifying  them  of  my  position,  with  instructions 
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to  join  me,  and  I  determined  to  take  a  Bcout  in  another  direction.  I 
Bent  Lieutenant  Stuart  to  guard  the  bridge  at  or  near  Beaver  Dam, 
and  started  up  to  island  ford,  where  I  had  intended  crossing  ;  but, 
stopping  to  feed  near  the  ford,  and  before  the  horses  were  done  eat- 
ing, a  courier  arrived  from  Captain  McChestney,  stating  that  a  regi- 
ment of  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  approaching  the  ford  by  the  Tele- 
graph road.  1  immediately  sent  him  back  with  a  message  to  Captain 
McChestney  to  take  his  entire  force  and  proceed  to  the  river  and  keep 
them  in  check  until  I  could  come  to  his  aid,  should  they  attempt  to 
cross.  I  started  as  quickly  as  possible  to  his  aid,  and  met  a  second 
courier,  with  the  information  that  they  had  crossed  the  river,  and 
were  fighting.  I  hurried  up  to  the  point  to  find  it  in  possession  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  entire  camp  in  flames.  I  was  considerably  in  ad- 
vance of  the  column,  and  found  that  they  had  possession  of  all  the 
roads,  and  a  force  in  the  field  above  Anderson's  house,  and  to  my  left, 
in  addition  to  a  force  on  the  road  leading  to  my  rear.  Of  their 
strength  on  the  road  I  could  learn  nothing,  and  knew  that  I  could  be 
easily  cut  off,  if  that  force  was  sufficiently  strong  to  fi£;ht  through  at 
this  point ;  they,  besides  having  a  superior  force,  had  also  theadvan- 
tage  of  position.  I  mDved  my  command  across  the  field,  and 
through  the  timber,  determined  to  force  a  crossing  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  ray  rear.  Placing  videttes  at  commanding  points,  to  ascertain 
their  strength,  I  soon  gained  the  road  to  my  rear,  and  found  they 
were  falling  back,  and  came  up  just  as  Colonel  Martin  had  passed 
in  pursuit. 

In  my  opinion,  a  small  force  at  the  river  ought  to  keep  in 
check  a  very  superior  one ;  but  Captain  McChestney  afterwards  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  not  sufficient  notice  to  reach  that  point,  and 
that  he  had,  besides,  very  little  ammunition. 

The  officers  and  men  in  my  command,  all  behaved  with  the  utmost 
gallantry  and  coolness  when  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  ready 
cheerfully  to  obey  my  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  LITCHFIELD,     ^ 
Captain,  commanding  squadron. 


EEPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BOWER,. 

Headquarters  First  N.  C.  Cayaluv, 
Hanover  Court  House,  Va.,  July  27,  1862. 

Captain  Fitzhugh,  Assistant  Ai^jutant  General: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  thai  I  arrived  nvith  five  compitmes 
of  my  regiment,  on  the  morniiig  of  28th  of  June,  after  a  forcei 
march  frutn  North  Carolina,  where  I  had  boea  on  duty. 

I  was  directed  by  General  Leo  to  assume  command  of  all  the  cav- 
alry that  was  not  with  General  Stuart. 

On  the  night  of  29th,  I  v  as  directed  by  General  Lee  to  make  » 
bold,  daring  scout  and  tind  out  where  the  enemy  was.  I  accordingly 
proceeded,  with  five  companies  of  my  regiment,  viz:  Captains  Ruffin^ 
Johnston,  Barringcr,  McLcod,  and  Lieutenant  Blair's,  and  tlie  eflfect- 
ive  force  of  Colonel  Goode's,  (one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred,) 
down  the  New  Market  and  Charles  City  roads. 

It  was  rumored  that  there  was  a  camp  of  the  enemy  near  Willis* 
church,  on  the  Quaker  roid;  but  not  being  able  to  obtain  any  reliable 
information  of  their  raovementv's,  I  determined  f)  drive  back  their 
Cavalry  force,  which  Avas  covering  their  movements,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Quaker  road,  and,  on  coming  up  to  the  enemy,  charged  them^ 
killing  several  with  sabres,  and  driving  them  to  their  main  camp. 
Number  killed  not  accurately  ascertained,  as  I  was  cumpelie  I  after- 
wards to  retreat  from  their  main  camp,  \\hich  I  found  to  be  their 
main  army,  or  a  division  covering  its  movements. 

Their  camp  was  in  a  very  thick  place,  and,  in  the  pursuit,  1  was  in  & 
few  yards  of  it  before  I  ascertained  the  place. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  heavy,  and  I  regret  to  report  the 
loss  of  Mitjor  grumpier,  severely  wounded,  since  dead;  Lieutenant 
Gaines,  adjutant,  wounded ;  eleven  privates  anil  non  commis-tionei 
officers  wounded,  and  brought  off.  One 'private,  third  Virginia  regi- 
ment, severely  wounded.  Captain  Ruffia,  Lieutenant  Sjicldi,  and 
forty-six  non-commissioned  officers  missing,  being  wounded,  killed, 
and  thrown  from  their  horses. 

All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  coolnoas  and 
bravery.  1  saw  every  officer  and  man  doing  his  duty  promptly  and 
well. 

On  Monday,  the  cavalry  was  kept  on  the  right  to  ascertain  the  po- 
sition of  the  enemy,  and  follow  any  success. 

On  Tuc-day,  was  ordered  on  the  left  of  General  Jackson,  and 
afterwards  in  scouring  the  country  for  prisoners;  but  nothing  to  re- 
port. 

On  Wednesday,  I  joined  General  Stuart,  and  my  regiment  accom- 
panied him  in  pureuifof  ihe  enemy.     Since  then,  they  have  been  on 
picket  duty,  in  front  of  the  enemy  during  the  whole  time,  with. an  oc- 
casional Bkirmiah  incident  to  such  service,  but  of  no  imparlance. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

T.  S.  BOWER,  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
27  • 
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REPORT  OF    COLONEL  GOQDE,  || 

White  Housi;,  July   15,  1863 

« 

Brigadier  Goueral  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

•  Commanding  Cavalry  : 

General:  In  cc'mplianco  with  your  .order  of  the  1 3th  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations  of  nay  regi- 
ment from  the  'i6th  June  to  the  KHh  of  July: 

On  the  2()th  June,  the  re-^iment  was  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  as 
a  reserve.     Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  in  compliance  with  an  ' 
order  from  General  Lee,  I  moved  down  _on   the  Darby  town   road,  to  ' 
reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy   in  the  vicinity  of;  VVhite  Oak 
Swamp.     A  portion  of  the  regiment  being  lift  along  the  enemy's  lines^ 
to  observe  his  movements,  the   remainder  returned  that  day  to^camp. 

On  Saturday  evening,  (the  SSth.)  i  was  ordered,  with  my  command, 
to  join  Colonel  Baker,  of  the  first  North  Carolina  cavalry,  who  was- 
under  orders  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  Charles 
City  road,  in  -the  vicinity  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  and,  if  possible,  to- 
penetrate  his  lines.  In  the  execution  of  this  order,  I  moved  down 
upon  the  Charles  City  road  on  Saturday  night. 

Early,  on  Sunday  morning,  (29th,)  I  moved  oii',  with  Colonel  Baker, 
in  the  direction  of  the  Long  Bridge.  x\s  we  approached  Willis^ 
church,  we  came  upon  and  charged  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
Following  them  a  short- distance,  we  were  opened  upon  by  several 
oieces  of  artillery,  when  we  found  ourselves  in  an  ambuscade  of  ar- 
tillery, infantry  and  cavalry.  My  regiment  had  one  man  severely 
^supposed  to  be  mortally)  wounded,  and  retired  in  good  order.  That 
evening,  1  r^Jturned  to  ity  encampment,  and,  a  few  hours  afterwards, 
in  compliance  with  an  order  from  General  Lee,  moiied  down  on  the 
Darbytown  road,  reporting  to  Major  General  Lonstreet.  In  com- 
pliance wiih  his  order,  early  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  30th,  I 
reported  to  Colonel  Jenkins,  commanding  General  Anderson's  brig- 
ade, and  moV-ed  down  as  his  advanced  guard,  until  he  came  upon  the 
anemy,  on  the  Charles  City  and  Quaker  roads.  Some  time  after  the 
fight  commenced,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Longstreet  to  a  position 
a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  which  I  maintained  during  that  day. 

On  the  iTiorning  of  Tuesday,  the  1st  July,  I  was  ordered  to  move 
down  the  River  road,  in  the  direction  ^of  Malvern  Hill.  After  re- 
maining in  that  vicinity  for  some  hours,  I  was  ordered*  under  Colonel 
•  Baker,  first  Norjth  Corolina  cavalry,  to  take  position  on  the  rigfct  and 
rear  of  General  Lee.  After  occupying  that  position  several  hours, 
my  command  moved  with  Colonel  Baker,  with  a  view  of  getting  to 
the  command  of  General  Jackson,  beyond^the  Quaker  road.  After 
moving  some  miles  in  that  direction,  the  advance  guard  from  my  regi-. 
ment,  thrown  out  by  Colonel  Baker,  reported  that  both  sides  of  the 
road  leading  to  Jackson's  left,  which  road  was  exceedingly  narrotvand 
thickly  wooded  on  either  side,  was  occupied  in  force  by  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  it  was  deemed  impracticable  to  make  the  connectios, 
*  ♦  ■  ■  • 
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With  Jackson's  command,  nnd  we   encamped  that  night  at  Gatewoftd's 
farm. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  2d  July,  my  regiment 
was  ordered  by  yourself  to  move  down  by  w^y  of  Nance's  shop  and 
Forge  JBridge,  to  Talleysville,  and  return  by  way  of  Bottom's  Bridge  ; 
the  execution  of  which  order  occupied  Wediiesday,  the  2d  and  Thurs- 
day, the  3d  July. 

On  the  4th  July,  t  remained  in  camp,  and  the  5th  reported  my 
command  to  you  at  Salem  church,  in  Charles  City  county,  and  on  the 
next  day,  6th,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  moved  to. this  place, 
where  I  remained  until  the  luth  instant;  ^yhen,  in  obedience  to. an  or- 
der from  General  Lee,  1  moved  with  my  command  in  the  direction  of 
Norman".s  ferry,  with  a  view  of  intercepting  a  party  of  the  enemy's 
eavalry,  reported  to  be  crossing  the  Mattapony  at  Walkerton.  Learn- 
ing, however,  that  night,  from  Dr.  Walker,  who  had  conveyed  to  Gen- 
eral Lee  the  intelligence  of  this  supposed  move  of  the  enemy,  that  he 
had  retired  .in  the  direction  of,  and  most  probably  to,  Gloucester 
roint,  I  returned,  on  the  next  day,  to  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  since  forwarding  to  you  an  inven- 
tory of  the  Government' property  at  this  place, .a  few  days  since,  a 
large  wagon  train  has  been  sent  down,  which  carried  oft'  everything 
of  value.     There  is  nothing  of  any  value  or  constqucnce  remaining. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  decision  whether  the  men  over' 
thirty-five,  who  have  not  re-enlisted,  are  entitled  to  a  discharge  to- 
morrow, the   lOth? 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  F.  GOODE, 

Colonel  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MARTIN. 

•  Camp  Tottopotomy,  July  20,  1862. 

Captain  Norman  R.  Fitzhi;gh, 

A.  A.  General,  Commanding  Brigade  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  services  rendered  by  my 
commond,  in  the  recent  battles  and  skirmishes  near  Richmcnd,  from 
the  2oth  ultimo  to  the  6th  instant : 

The  iprce  under  my  command  consisted  of  the  fourth  Virginia 
cavalry.  Captain  Chamberlain  commanding,  and  the  Jeff  Davis  legion 
of  cavalry.  On  the  ?olh  ultimo,  1  had  a  line  of  pickets  from  Wood- 
ring's  thop,  on  the  Ashland  road,  along  that  road  to  Ashland,  and  thence 
towards  llanover  Cfturt-IIouse  to  the  residence  of  Colonel  Wjckhara. 
On  ihe  afternoon  of  that  day,  after  General  Jackson's  advance  guard 
had  reached  the  neighborhood  uf  Ashland,  a  company  of  the  eighth 
Illinois  cavalry  drove  in  my  videttes  from  the  point  where  the  Ashcako 
road  crossed  the  Telegraph  rond.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the 
Black  Horse  cavalry,  fourth  Virginia,  with  seventeen  men,  to  drive 
the,  enemy  back.  lie  charged  at  once,  and  the  enemy  fled,  leaving  two 
horses  dead  on  the  road,  carrying  oif  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded 
in  the  charge.  Lieutenant  JSmith  had  two  men  wounded,  private 
Crump,  aim  broken,  and  private  Robertson,  wounded  slightly.  The 
telegraph  wire  which  had  been  cut  was  immediately  restored. 

'Jhurfcdiiy,  2Gth  ultimo,  moved  with  the  cavalry  briirade  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Pale  Crefin  church,  and  bivouacked.  Friday,  27th 
ultimo,  the  brigade  moved  towards  Old  church.  By  command  of  the 
General,  I  sent  forwaid  to  clear  the  road,  company  F,  (^Georgia 
Huzzars,  Captain  Waring,)  of  the  legion.  The  pickets  of  the  enemy 
were  discovered  at  a  point  two  miles  from  Old  church,. and  Lieutenant 
Waldron  and  private  Herwellmftn  succeed  in  overtaking  two  of  the 
lancers,  and  killed  one  and  wounded  the  other  who  was  subsequently 
<;aptuied.  A  piece  of  the  horse  artillery  was  advanced,  under  Cap- 
tain Pelham,  and  fired  in  the  direction  of  the  fchurch.  Subsequently 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  firing  put  to  flight  one  thou.sand  or  fifteen 
hundred  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  that  vicinity,  ^'y  command  being 
in  front,  th'e  Jeff"  Davis  legion  on  the  right,  the  brigade  advanced  to- 
"wards  Cold  Harbor.  Captain  Avery,  duiing  the  forenoon,  was 
detached  to  advance  on  a  line  with  the  infantry  skirm-ishers,  to  the 
left  of  our  line  of  battle,  which  had  been  pushing  forward  since  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning.  About  one  o'clock,  we  reached  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  battle,  which  was  raging  near  Cold  Harbor. 
My  column  was  advanced  and  placed  in  posftion  to  charge  the  infantry 
of  the  enemy  if  it  should  make  any  attempt  to  flank  our  infantry  or 
should  break  through  it.  I  left,  by  order  of  the  General,  to  post  a 
squadron  on  picket  on  the  Old  Church  road,  to  our  lett,  leaving  Major 
Stone  in  command. 
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Shortly  before  I  returned,  I  learned  that  a  brisk  cannonade  be^^n  in 
front  of  the  column,  and  that  it  was  rapid  and  well  directed.  Private 
C.  Warwick,  company  C,  fourth  Virginia  regiment,  was  Icilled  by  a 
shell,  and  Captain  Williams  of  the  same  regiment,  wounded  in  the  head 
by  a  piece  of  a  shell.  Later  in  the  day,  after  my  return,  the  column 
was  agai^  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  a  battery  of  field  pieces 
in  front,  and  the  command  was  moved  out  of  range  and  formed  suffi- 
ciently near  to  charge,  in  the  event  of  its  services  being  needed. 
About  dark  all  firing  ceased,  the  enemy  moved  off  the  field.  After 
dark  my  command  accompanied  the  Gen.eral,  with  the  seventeenth  Vir- 
ginia cavalry  and  Cobb's  legion  (cavalry)  in  pursuit  towards  Dispatch 
•Station.  Nothing  was  seen  of  the  enemy,  and  we  returned  and 
bivouacked  near  the  battle  field. 

Saturday,  28th  ultimo,  'at  an  early  hour,  my  command,  in  obedie"nco 
to  orders,  reconnoitred  the  country  around  Old  church  towards  the 
New  Market  road,  and  discovered  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had,  during 
the  previous  afternoon,  retired  towards  the  White  House.  I  joined 
the  brigade  at  IDispatch  Station,  and  moved  with  it  the  same  afternoon 
to  the  vicinity  of  Tunstall  Station.  Here  the  artillery  of  the  brigade 
drove  back  a  squadron  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  We  bivouacked  at 
this  point,  and  next  day  advanced  to  the  White  House.  Captain 
Avery,  second  legion  and  Lieutenant  Marry,  fourth  cavalry,  with 
three  companies,  were  dismounted,  and  with  two  pieces  of  the  horse  , 
artillery,  sent  forward  to  engage  a  large  gunboat  lying  off  the  White 
House.  The  boat  was  compelled  to  retire,  and  the*  brigade  took  pos- 
session of  the  place,  with  the  large  and  valuable  stores  abandoned  by 
the  enemy  in  his  precipitate  flight. 

The  preceding  night  large  tires  were  seen  in  the  direction  of  the 
White  Ho.use.  This  place  was  now  a  scene  of  desolation.  The  house 
was  wantonly  burned,  with  its  contents,  many  of  the  shade  trees  were 
felled,  and  all  of  the  fencing  had  disappeared.  This  once  bealitiful 
estate,  made  more  interesting  by  associations  connected  with  the  great 
leader  of  the  first  revolution,  George  Washington,  now  utterly 
despoiled,  forcibly  reminded  us  that  we  were  contending  against  a  foe 
respecting  nothing,  sparing  nothing. 

Scattered  over  the  fields  were  abandoned  wagons  and  ambulances, 
mules,  tents,  commissary  and  quartermasters'  stores.  Hundreds  of 
bonfires  had  been  made  f^  the  enemy  of  whatever  was  combustible. 
Still  an  immense  amount  of  property  was  left  uninjured.  My  com- 
mand was  supplied  with  abundant  rations  for  three  days,  and  the  horses 
with  forage  from  the  enemy's  supplies. 

Monday.  30th  June,  my  command. with  Pelham's  artillery  now 
moved  towards  the  Forge  bridge,  encountering  a  few  of  the  enemy's 
ekirmishers.  It  was  discovered  as  the  bridge  was  approached,  that  the 
enemy  already  hehi  the  position  with  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery. 
Captain  Pclham  was  advanced  with  two  of  his  pieces  to  a  point  within 
four  hundred  yards  of  the  bridge  and  opened  with  his  picices,  (howitzers.) 
He  was  replied  to  by  two  rifled  pieces.;  ^^.ut  soon  silenced  them,  and 
they  withdrew  to  the  hills  beyond  the  river.  A  reconnoitering  force 
,  was  crossfld  over  the  river  to  examine   the  position  assumed  by  the 


422 

enemy,  and  was  charged  upon  by  cavalry  in  the  afternoon.  In  order 
to  clear  the  road  of  the  cavalry,  Captain  Pelham  was  ordered,  with 
two  twelve-pounder  howitzers,  to  take  position  on  the  bridge  and  shell 
the  road.  Just  as  he  unlimbercd,  the  enemy  opened  upon  bim  with 
two  lifled  pieces,  one  oiily  four  hundred  yards  distant.  As  this 
gun  had  been  turned  upon  the  road  occupied  by  the  pieces  of^Captain 
Pelhaiu.  its  fire  was  very  accurate  and  rapid,  yet  in  hfreen  minutes 
the  enemy  was  driven  away,  with  a  loss  of  two  men,  and  two  horses 
killed  and  sevcnil  wounded.  The  force  of  the  enemy  had  been  ?ent 
to  repair  the  bridges,  and  had  begun  work  when  we  attacked  them. 
As  far' as  could  be  ascertained,  the  enemy  had  one  regiment  of  infantry 
a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  forenoon,  and 
this  force  was  increased  towards  the  afternoon.  • 

During  the  following  night  and  forenoon,  two  squadrons  of  the 
brigade  were  on  picket  above  and  below  the  Forge  Bridge. 

Tuesday,  1st  July,  early  in  the  morning,  an  ineffectual  attempt  was 
made,  at  the  ford  above  the  Forge  Bridge,  to  drive  the  pickets  from 
their"  post.  Private  Robertson,  of  company  D,  Jeff  Davis  legion, 
posted  as  vidette,  encountered  four  privates  of  a  New  York  regiment, 
killed  one  and  compelled  the  other  three  to  surrender.  After  this, 
the  enemy  retired  and  was  not   seen   till  next  day.     This  command 

moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  farm  of  Ptcck,  five  or  six  miles 

from  riaxalTs  landing,  where  it  bivouacked. 

Wednesday,  July  2nd,  a  drenching  rain  fell  during  the  morning-- 
A  squadron  from  the  command,  composed  of  the  Boykin  Rangers, 
Jeff  Davis  legion.  Lieutenant  Chestnut  commanding,  and  the  Black 
Horse  company,  fourth  Virginia  cavalry,  Lieutenant  Smith,  was 
posted  on  picket,  on  a  road  leading  towards  Westover.  Lieutenant 
Chestnut,  with  ten  men  in  advance,  supported  by  thirty  ,of  the  re- 
serve,  now  charged  upon  a  squadron  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  posted 
in  the  road,  and  compelled  it  to  fall  back,  with  the  loss  of  one  man 
killed  and  one  horse  captured. 

OnQ  piece  from  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  a  twelve- pounder  howitzer, 
Lieutenant  Shaw  commanding,  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me.  I 
advanced  on  the  ros-d  leading  to  Haxall's  landing.  This  road  leads  at 
right  angles  to  the  River  road,  at  an  elevated  point  nearly  opposite  the 
landing,  which  is  from  this  point  one-fourth  of  a  mile  distant.  The 
space  between  this  road  and  the  river  is  an  xipen  field,  and  the  road 
leading  to  the  landing,  as  well  as  the  whole  field,  is  within  easy 
range  of  the  gunboats  on  the  river.  One  gunboat  was  discovered  at 
the  landing.     The  advance  guard,  twenty-four  guns,  under  Lieutenant 

,  of  Captain    Williams',  company,  fourth  cavalry,  with    six  or 

eight  men  from  the  legion,  now  deployed  through  the  woods  to  gather 
prisoners,  directing  their  course  towards  the  landing,  with  instruc- 
tions to  keep  out  of  sight  of  the  boat,  as  far  as  possible.  Accom- 
panying the  advance  guard,  I  proceeded  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Haxall's  landing,  and,  having  found  that  the  Monitor  and  Galena 
were  in  front  of  the  house,  a;bout  two  hundred  yards  distant,  suspect- 
ing that  I  might  find  some  of  the  enemy,  lurking  about  the  overseer*s 
house,  immediately  on  the  bank  of  the  river,   with  private    Volney. 
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MetcaiC,  of  company  A,  Georgia  legion,  I  BUGCc-e<ie<i  in  getting  to  the 
f^ar  of  the  housq,  about  sixty  yarila  from  the  Monitor  and  Galena, 
and  captured  three  prisoners,  with  arms,  one  being  a  sailor  from  the 
Monitor.  Ourchajacter  seeming  to  be  undiscovered  by  the  gunboats, 
I  or<]ered  five  of  my  men,  and  as  many  piigoners,  into  the  field,  near 
the  river  bunk,  to  drive  away  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  mules  there 
feeding,  some  with  harness  on.  As  my  men  had  Yankee  overcoats 
and  caps  on,  and  were  assisted  by  Yankee%  I  was  permitted  to  move 
off  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  and  guns  and  the  mules  to  a 
place  of  security.  In  the  meantime,  the  main  column  had  been  ad- - 
vanced  on  the  River  lomj,  towards  Shirley,  within  two  hundred  yards 
■of  the  point  at  which  the  road  turns  abruptly  to  the  left.  In  the" 
Single  thus  formed  are  thick  woods,  and  from  thcsj  shots  were  fired 
at  the  head  of  the  column,  slowly  retiring.  Ordering  in  Captain 
Avery's  company  as  sharpshooter's,  dismounted,  I  again  advanced  ; 
but  halted  the  column  when  I  found  that  our  sharpshooters  were  out- 
numbered. Suspecting  that  thx?  enemy  M'ere  in  ambush,  I'ordered  the 
howitzer  to  the  front,  and,  in  the  meantime,  discovered  a  regiment  of 
infantry  behind  a  line  of  bushes,  beyond  the  turn  of  the  road  and  on 
the  right.  Upon  elevatod  ground,  masking  the  guns,  I  was  enabled 
to  open  fire  unexpectedly  upon  the  regiment,  which  proved  to  be  the 
forty-second  New  York,  or  Tammany  regiment,  one  of  the  best,  it  is 
Raid,  in  the  service  of  tlie  enemy.  This  force  was  soon  driven  in 
confusion  and  rapiiily  towards  Berkeley.  Our  skirmishers  had  cap- 
tured three  prisoners  of  toe  enemy  and  killed  them.  Pursuit  was 
oaade  as  rapidly  as  the  skirmishers  could  proceed  through  the  woods. 
The  Tammany  regiment  was,  however,  too  fleet  for  us,  and  reached 
the  main  body  of  McClellan's  army  at  Berkeley  before  we  reached  it. 
T  was  checked  in  pursuit  by  finding  a  brigade  in  line  of  battle  across 
the  road,  and  a  guuboat  getting  into  position.  1  had  only  six  rounds 
of  ammunition  left  for  the  howitzers,  and  three  hundred  men.  Many 
wagons,  ambulances  and  stores  destroyed,  and  wounded  left  at  llax- 
alTs,  disclosed  the  confusicyi  whick  must  have  prevailed  in  the  retreat- 
ing army.  Privates  Volney  Mctcalf  and  William  Barnard  of  company 
A,  of  the  legion,  deserve  especial  notice  for  thpir  boldness  and 
activity  at  the  landing.  We  returned  at  night  to  our  bivouack  at 
Hock's.  Thursday,  July  3rd,  moved  with  the  brigade,  to  Phillips', 
on  the  road  to  Westover,  and  while  the  horse  artillery  was  shelling 
the  w.aods,  I  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  to  the  left,  and  to  advance  to 
a  point  opposite  the  mouth  of  Herring  creek,  a  pl;ice  called  Dr.  Wil- 
co-x's.  1  reached  this  point  and  observed  that  the  enemy  was  massed 
above  the  mouth^of  the  creek.  A  large  fleet  of  sail  vessels,  sixty  or 
seventy  in. number,  were  dropping  down  the  stream.  Several  ocean 
steamers  followed  them,  and  great  activity  prevailed  on  the  river. 
Six  or  seven  gunboats  were  discovered.  One  of  them  opene<l  upon 
us  with  tolcraiile  precision.  1  moved  the  command  out  ol  range  and 
reported  the  factn. 

Friday,  July  4th,  my  command  was  on  picket  during  the  day,  on 
the  left  of  the  infantry,  and  occasionally  ekirmishcd  ^iih  'the  cn- 
tmy.       Captain    llichardsoo's    company,    (B,)   of    the    legion,    was 
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deployed  as  skirmishers  in  the  woods  near  Evelington  heights,  and 
tjacceeded  in  killing  three  hundred  of  the  enemy's  Bk'rmishers.  With 
Captain  Strother's  coinpany,  I  again  visited  Dr.  Wilcox's,  first  driv- 
ing off  a  company  of  the  enemy's  c.ivalry.  We  killed  one  horse 
and  wounded  one  man.  I  was  co-npelled  by  a  large  infantry  fore© 
to. return  to  my  line  of  pickets. 

Saturday,  July  5th,  was  spent  in   our  bivouac. 

Sunday,  July  6th,  I  w|S  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  fourth 
Virginia  cavalry,  and  started  on  my  return  to  Richmond,  reaching 
camp  next  day  with  the  legion.  Lieutenant-Fisher,  company  B,  with 
fourteen  men  of  the  legion,  on  his  way  from  camp  to  join  the  legion, 
then  on  the  Chickahominy,  assi-ted  by  Lieutenant  Yager  and  three 
privates  of  the  fourth  Virginia  cavalry,  captured  a  company  of  the 
Eucktail  regiment,  consisting  of  the  captain,  one  lieutenant  and  fifty- 
cne  non-commissioned  officers  and  men.  Among  the  officers  of  my 
command,  during  the  eventful  period  of  time  covered  by  this  report, 
.1  would  mention  Major  Stone,  Captains  Avery  and  Waring,  and 
Lieutenants  Waldham,  Chestnut  and  Moseley  of  the  legion;  Cap- 
tains Chamberlain  and  Strother,  and  Lieutenants  Merchant,  Smith 
and  Payne,  of  the  fourth  Virginia  cavalry;  Captain  Pelham  and- 
Lioutenjint  Shaw,  of  the  horse  artillery.  It  is  i'.ard  and  difficult  to 
caake  a  distinction,  where  officers  and  men  vie  with  each  other  in  t\ni 
performance  of  their  duty. 

ReBpftotfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  L.   MARTIN, 
LicutcTiant  Colonel  commanding.    • 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENAIST  ROBINS. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Regiment  Virginia  Cavalry, 

Camp   Cary. 

To  Captain  Normlan  Fitzhugh,  A.  A.  General : 

Captain  :  In  pcrsuance  of  orders  from  yourself,  I  proceeded,  on 
thfe  morning  of  the  22d  of  July,  with  a  detail  of  ninety  men  and 
three  comraisaioned  officers,  from  the  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  ninth 
reffiments  Virginia  cavalry,  to  march  through  the  counties  of  King 
William,  King  and  Queen,  and  <jilouce?ter,  to  Gloucester  Point. 

The  object  of  the  scout  was  the  arresting  and  bringing  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  General  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  all  deserters 
and  disloyal  citizens,  whom  I  might  find  in  those  counties.  When  I 
arrived  in  King  and  Queen  county,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the 
enemy  had  landed  troops  consisting  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  at  Glou- 
cester Point,  from  Yorktown  on  the  opposite  ghore  Not  being  entirely 
satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  report,  and  being  determined  to 
find  out  for  myself,  I  did  not  discontinue  the  march,  but  proceeded  to 
Gloucester  Point,  having  thrown  forward  a  reliable  scout,  in  order  to 
ascertain  certainly  if  the  enemy  was  really  at  the  point,  and  in  what 
force.  At  Plain  View,  my  scouts  returned  with  the  information  that 
the  enemy  had  only  spent  a  short  time  in  Gloucester,  and  had  again 
embarked  and  gone  back  to  York.  Having  ngain  resumed  the  line  of 
march,  I  advanced  the  main  column  to  a  point  about  four  miles  from 
Gloucester  Point,  and  sent  forward  a  small  party  and  established  my 
pickets  at>  the  point,  in  full  sight  of  the  enemy  at  York  and  his  gun- 
boats in  the  river,  in  order  that  I  might  watch  him  closely  to  prevent 
his  either  landing  in  front  or  sending  troops  up  the  river  to  cut  off 
my  retreat.  « 

I  found  in  the  river,  in  the  vicinity  of  Yorktown,  two  gunboats  and 
a  large  transport.  I  sent  a  party  to  burn  the  huts  at  Gloucester 
Point,  and  also  the  wharf  at  that  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  cavalry  with  facility.  The  enemy  had  frequently  crossed  the 
river  with  cavalry  and  had  harassed  the  citizens  of  Gloucester  and 
King  and  Queen  in  predatory  excursions.  I  succeeded  in  committing 
to  the  flames  the  huts,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  a  gunboat  lying 
in  the  stream,  which  did  not  cease  to  shell  tiie  party  during  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  work,  with  no»casualty  to  us,  as  I  am  happy  to 
inform  you.  The  men  having  been  accustomed  to  gunboats  at  tha 
White  House  and  other  points,  did  not  seem  to  be  at  all  disturbed  by 
the  large  shell;*  that  were  thrown  far  over  their  heads,  sljrieking 
and  crashing  through  the  woods  beyond.  I  did  not  succeed  in  burn- 
ing the  wharf,  as  the  gunboat,  finding  out  my  intention,  took  up  a 
position  about  fifty  yards  from  it,  and  from  which  she  could  sweep  it 
with  grape  and  canister. 

I  then  withdrew  the  column  to  Gloucester  Court-House,  leaving  » 
picket  at  the  point,  and  remained  at  the  former  place   in   order  that  I 


426 

might  be  able  to  continue  the  arresting  of  deserters  and.disloyal  per- 
sons, which  I  had  commenced  immediately  upon  arriving  in  the 
county.  I  succeeded  in  arresting  eighteen  deserters,  three  disloyal 
citizens,  and  three  free  negroes,  charged  with  ferrying  over  to  the 
enemy  runaway  slaves,  and  also  arrested  and  brought  up  two  con-, 
scripts.  Ilavwjg  done  all  that  1  could  at  the  time,  I  took  up  the  line 
of  march  on  ray  return  on  the  26th  of  July.  Marching  by  easy 
•stages,  and  lying  over  one  day  at  Yfalkci'ton,  in  King  and  Queen 
county,  for  the  purpose  of  restirg  the  horries,  I  arrived  and  reported 
to  you  on  the  3(Jth  of  July. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  add  that  thv^  hospitality  of  the  citizens 
all  along  the  road  was  unprecedented.  There  are  in  those  counties 
large  quantities  of  grain  and  beef,  long  forage  and  bacon.  The  citi- 
zens of  thobc  counties  urged  me  to  represent  to  the  General  com- 
manding the  cavalry  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  small  cavalry  force 
in  the  vicinity  of  Gloucester  Point,  say  one  squadron,  which  would 
be  subsisted  (both  men  and  horses)  without  expense  to  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  road  leading  to  iiichmond.  If 
this  were  done,  large  quantities  of  beef,' mutton,  bacon  and  such, 
things  as  are  necessary"  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  would  be  sent 
to  the  latter  place.  This  force  would  kfep  open  the  road  to  Rich- 
mond leading  from  the  couaties  of  King  and  Queen,  Essex,  IMiddle- 
eex,  aiid  Matthews,  in  all  of  which  counties  are  large  military  stores. 

While  at  Gloucester  Point  my  picket  reported  a  large^transport. 
filled  with  men.  leaving  the  wharf  at  York.  She  went  out  of  the 
river  and  returned  in  the  course  of  six  or  eight  hours,  light,  and 
when  I  left  v?as  loading  with  stores  of  some  sort. 

The  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  Gloucester  Point  reported  tome  that 
the  guns  in  the  fort  at  Yoik  had  been  bursted  som,c  short  tinpe  before. 
The  reports  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy  is  evacuating 
Yoiktown, 

J  am,  Captain,  respectfully,  ' 

W.  T.,  ROBINS, 
.  I  Fird  Lieutevai^t  commanding  scoid. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  COBB. 

HEADQUAUTEr.s  Gkorg^a  Leoion,  JlU^'  17,  1862. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with 'the  order  of  General  Stuart,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  under  my  command 
from  the  2Gth  June  to  lOth  July  : 

We  left  our  camp  on  an  hour'a  notice,  ou  the  evening  of  the  25tlj 
June,  joining  General  btuart  upon  the  Brooke  turnpike,  and  contin- 
uing the  march  until  we  met  the  army  of  General  Jackson,  near  Ash- 
land, that  night.  Nothing  special  occurred  with  my  command  on 
2Gth. 

On  the  2Tth,  near  close  of  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  we  were  or- 
dered forward  into  the  field.  The  position  in  whicl^  we  were  halted  ex- 
posed rfty  entire  line  to  the  fire  of  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which 
lost  no  time  in  opening  upon  us.  Finding  my  men  immediately  within 
the  range,  and  the  shell  striking  under  their  horses  and  exploding 
over  their  heads,  I  promptly  removed  them  under  the  cover  of  the  hill. 
Fortunately,  no  casualty  occurred. 

On  Saturday,  28th,  one  of  my  squadrons,  under  command  of  Major 
Detoney,  was  in  advance,  with  orders  to  pFOceed  to  Dispatch  Station. 
Finding  it  defended  by  a  cavalry  force,  they  Avere  promptly  charged 
and  put  to  flight.  On  pursuing  them  beyond'  the  railroad,  another 
company  of  cavalry  were  found  in  line,  who  were  promptly  charged 
and  routed.  The  only  casualties  to  this  squadron  were  a  tlesh  wound 
received  in  the  arm  by  Lieut  Early  ;  a  slight  sabre  cut  on  the  head  by 
a  private,  (Walters,)  and  a  slight  wound  to  one  or  two  horses.  Our  suc- 
cess enabled  us  to  cut  the  wires  nnd  break  the  communication  between 
the  enemy  and  his  base.  While  separated  from  the  main  column,  on 
<^e  28ih,  my  command  captured  three  wagons  an<l  teams  of  t)i8  enemy, 
and  several  pri  oners,  that  i^ere  sent  to  the  rear. 

On  Sunday,  29th,  I  was  detached  and  ordered  to  proceed  to  Tun- 
stalTs  Station,  to  destroy  the  track,  cars,  etc.,  at  that  point,  which 
was  done.  On  that  evening,  I  rejoined  the  command  a-t  the  White 
'House. 

On  Monday,  3<lth,  by  ord^r,  I  left  one  squadron  at  the  White 
ITouse,  to  complete  the  work  of  destruction  there,  with  orders  to  pre- 
serve certain  prt.perty*  and  send  it  to  Richmond.  This  squadron  did 
not  rejoin  ma  until  after  the  lOth,  I  continued  with  the  column  un- 
til Thursday,  3d  July,  when  I  was  ordered  by, General  Stuart  to  take 
position  near  Shirley,  on  Jam«8  river,  in  the  rear  of  the 'enemy. 
This  position  I  occupied  until  the  1'  th.  I  found  the  rear  guard  conr 
sisted  of  about  two  thousand  infantry,  one  battery  of  artillery,  and 
about  five  hundred  cavalry.  •  These  protected  a  wagon  train  of  three 
or  four  hundred  wagons.  With  the  assistance  of  a  few  guns  and  two 
regiijients  of  infantry,  1  think  1  could  have  captured  this  train  and 
its  guard,  and  I  applied  accordingly,  to  General  Lee  and  General 
Stuart.  They  wore  not  furnished,  doubtless  for  good  reasons,  until 
General  A.  P.  Hill  arrived,  on  the  6th  I  believe,  at  which  time  the 
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entire  train  and  guard  had   crossed   the   creek,  and  joined  the  main 
army. 

My  f^couts  broUght  in  numerous  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to  the 
rear,  c.od  my  command  collected  a  large  number  of  small  arms,  and 
other  stores  which  were  secured. 

The  casualtiesin  my  command  were  : 

Company  A — Private;  Ilillens,  killed,' first  squadron,  at  Cold  Har- 
bor. Lieutenant  Early,  wounded,  third  squailron,  at  Dispatch  Sta- 
tion. Private  Walters  third  squadron,  at  Diap^tch  Station.  Missing, 
private  Burr,  fourth  squadron,  taken  prisoner  at  Shirley. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  R.  R.  COBB, 
Colonel,  commanding  Georgia  Legion. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  McGOWAN. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Vols.,  i 
Near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  jO,  1862.      ] 

Captain  L.  C.  Haskell,  A.  D.  C.: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operatic  ns  of  the  fourteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  un- 
der my  command,  in  the  late  battles  around  Richmond  : 

On  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June.  tUe  brigade  was  encamped  at 
Smith's  farm,  on  the  Chickahonoiny,  and  my  legiraent  went  on  picket 
duty  that  morning.  During  the  day,  all  the  brigade,  except  my  regi- 
ment, was  ordered  to  move  up  the'iiver,  towards  Meadow  Bridge.  1 
was  informed  that  other  troops  would  relieve  me  on  picket  during 
Wednesday  night,  and,  in  that  case,  I  was  to  follow  and  join  the  brig- 
ade. It  turned  out,  however,  we  were  tjo^  relieved.  The  regiment 
remained  on  picket  all  the  night,  next  day,  and  the  next  night,  being 
two  days. without  rept  or  sleep. 

About  ten  o'clock,  A  M.,  on  Friday,  we  could  discover,  from  our 
picket  post  on  the  hills,  that  the  enemy  was  retreating,  and  our 
friends  pursuing  them  down  the  opposite  bank  of  tha  Chickahominy. 
As  soon  as  the  enemy  had  cleared  our  front,  I  sent  two  companies 
(Captains  Wood  and  Taggart)  down  to  the  river  to  communicate,  if 
possible,  with  General  Gregg.  They  thero  found  Captain  Harry 
llammond,  of  the  General's  staff,  who,  not  being  able  to  get  his  horse 
across  the  river,  came  on  foot  to  the  regiment,  delivered  an  order  for 
us  to  ^join  the  brigade,  and  guided  us  on  the  march.  We  had  great 
difficulty  in  crossing  the  river,  as  the  enemy  had  torn  up  and  burnt 
the  bridge  (the  uppper.new  bridge)  the  night  before.  We  succeeded, 
however,  in  repairing  it,  so  that  the  regiment  crossed  and  moved  on, 
under  a  constant  fire  of  shells  from  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  The 
ambulance  and  surgeon's  wagon  had,  however,  to  make  the  circuit  by 
Mechanicsville,  and  arrived  about  the  time  the  battle  began.  The 
day  wiis  intensely  hot,  and  the  regiment  being  much  fatigued.  Captain 
Hammond  led  us  to  a  point  near  where  the  brigade  was  engaged,  on 
the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy,  and  halted  us,  to  rest  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, whilst  he  went  forward  to  .see  the  General.  At  this  moment 
the  battle  opened  with  great  fury,  and,  exhausted  as  we  were,  wo 
were  at  once  ordered  forward.  13y  the  direction  of  the  General,  and 
under  his  own*yc,  I  formed  line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  Crenshaw's 
battery,  (whij;h  ceased  firing  for  a  moment  to  allow  us  to  pass,)  and 
charged,  at  the  douMe-quick,  down  the  hill,  between  the  guns,  strxight 
towards  the  heavy  firing  in  the  front.  I  was  informed  by  the  Gen- 
eral I  would  find  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Edwards  and  Barns  in 
the  skirt  of  woods  bordering  the  field  occupied  by  the  enemy.  As 
soon,  therefore,  as  we  had  crossed  the  boggy  ravine  in  the  woods,  and 
commenced  to  ascend  the  hill  beyond,  I  halted  the  regiment,  and  sent 
out,  ill  every  direction,  to  find  the  regiments  indicated.     The  thicket 
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VIS  very  denee,  and /or  the  fear  of  firing  into  friends,  I  weat  forward 
myself  to  the  edge  of  the  field  held  bj  the  enemy,  calling  aloud  for 
the  friends  who  were  supposed  to  bo  there.  I  soon  found  that  no 
friends  were  in  front  of  us,  for  the  enemy  had  retaken  possession  of- 
the  field,  and  were  in  the  act  of  establishing  a  battery  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods  near  where  my  regiment  stood.  Seeing  the  enemy  in 
front,  and  hearing  nothing  of  our  friends,  I  ordered  the  fourteenth  to, 
advance  alone,  through  the  woous  to  the  fence,  to  drive  the  enemy 
back  and  hold  that  position,  which  was  promptly  and  gallantly  done. 
For  a  long  time' we  held  this  position,  without  any  assistance  what- 
'ever.  During  this  period,  the  enemy  once  made  an  effort  to  turn  our 
left  Hank,  but  was  repulsed'by  the  left  companies,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Simpson.  'The  left  v.-ing  of  the  regiment  was  then  advanced 
pvcr  the  fence  and  through  the  pine  thicket,  making  nearly  a  right 
angle  with  the  right  wing,  but  it  was  soon  drawn  back  to  its  original- 
positiort.  At  length  a  North  Carolina  regiment  came  upon  our  right, 
and  a  Georgia  regiment  on  our  left.  Endeavoring  to  act  in  concert 
with  these,  wc  made  a  charge  on  the  batteries  in  front  of  us,  but 
finding  the  distance  so  much  greater  than  was  expected,  in  an  open 
field,  under  a  terrific  cross  firo  of  musketry,  grape  shot  and  canister,, 
the  men,  after  having  gope  over  half  the  distance,  were  compelled  to 
lie  down,  and  were  soon  after  ordered  to  retire,  and  occupy  their 
former  position. 

In  this  charge  I  received  a  ;?evere  bruise  on  my  right  side,  from  a 
grape  shot,  which,  for  a  short  time,  disabled  me.  We  never  yielded, 
for  an  instant,  our  original  position.  We  held  it,  except  Avhen  oharg-, 
ing,  all  the  afternoon.  We  held  it  at  the  time  the  batteries  were 
finally  carried,  late  in  the  evening;  and,  after  the  struggle  was  over, 
fell  upon  the  giound,  entirely  exhausted,  and  slept  there,  surnounded 
by  the  dead  and  dying. 

I  grieve  to  state  that  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  battle  is 
large.  Lieutenant  PluTiket,  company  II,  was  shot  twice,  and  glori- 
ously died  on  the  field.  Major  Carter,  Captains  Brown,  Taggart  and 
Croft,  Lieutenants  Brunson,  0.  W.  Allen,  Stephens,  McCarley,  Dar- 
rah  !and  Carter,  were  wounacd,  besides  many  others  killed  and 
wounded — a  list  of  whom  is  hereto  attached.  Some  have  since  died. 
The  whole  regiment  acted  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  where 
all  did  their  duty,  it  is  impossible  to  discriniinate  without  injustice. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson  and  -Major  Carter  were  always  active  in 
preserving  order  and  encouraging  th^  men.  Adjutant  lloedy  was 
also  active,  until  he  was  wounded  and  left  the  field.  William  F. 
Nance,  Esq.,  of  Newbury,  happened  to  be  with  the  regiment  when  it 
left  the  picket  station,  (Friday,  at  noon)  and  being  unwilling  to  re- 
main a  mere  spectator  at  such  a  time,  he  voluntarily  accompanied  us, 
and  made  the  charge  of  that  evening  with  the  regiment.  Captain  C. 
H.  Suber,  A.  Q.  M.,  as  directed,  remained  with  the  train,  at  our  camp, 
on  Smith's  farm.  ' 

In  regard  to  the  fight  of  Monday  night,  the  General  well  knowa 
how  suddenly  we  were  called  upon  to  go  into  it.  We  had  marched 
ftil  day  uulil  late  in  the  evening,  anu   aoon  after   we  arrived    :ri  tho 
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neighborhood  of  the  fight,  it  Avas  repjesented  to  us  that  the  enemy 
was  turning  the  left  of  our  lines.  I  was  directed  to  form  the  four- 
teenth,  Avhich  was   the  leading  regiment,  in   line  of  battle  immedi- 

»  atcly,  and  to  send  forward,  through  the  thick  undergrowth,  skirmish- 
ers to  feel  the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  position.  1  accordingly  sent 
forward  Captain  West,  who  threw  out  his  men-  as  skirmishers,  and 
gallantly  advanced  some  three  hundred  yards  towards  our  left  and 
front.  In  a  few  minutes  he  returned,  stating  he  had  found  General 
F^atherston  in  the  undergrowth,  wounded,  who  informed  him  the  en- 
emy's skirmishers  were  all  around  him — that  he  was  in  danger  of  be- 
ing captured,  and  if  any  Confederate  troops  were  near  at  baud,  they' 
should  advance  at  once.  As  soon  as  Captain  West  made  tJjis  report, 
my  regiment  was  ordered  forward  through  a  perfect  jungle  of  vines 
and  bushes.  We  took  the  direction  indicated  by  tire  skir'mishers,  and 
as  soon  as  we  approached  the  open  ground,  in  which  the  enemy  had 
hastiFy  thrown  up  a  breastwork,  we  fell  upon  his  skirmishers,  who, 
upon  our  approach,  (scattered  and  fled  in  every  direction.  The  regi- 
ment halted  at  the  edge  of  the  cleared  ground,  and  volley  after  volley 
was  thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  eneftiy,  who  returned  upon  us  » 
very  hot  and  fatal  fire.  In  this  musketry  fight,  some  of  my  men 
having  obtained  patent  cartridges,  shot  seventy  fAra'^s.  At  one  time, 
just  after  dark,  the  belief  seemed  to  take  possession  of  the  enemy,  as 
it  did  of  ourselves,  that  we  were  mutually  fighting  friends,  and  the 
firing  ceased  for  a  time  entirely.  During  the  cessation  of  fire,  an 
officer  came  over  to  us  and  enquired  who  we  were.  1  demanded  to 
know  to  what  regiment  he  belonged  ?  to  which  he  replied,  "  the  twen- 
tieth Indiana,"  which  was  in  the  woods  to  our.  left  and  front ;  there- 
upon he  was  politely  informed  that  he  was  in  the  rai({st  of  the  four- 

•  teenth-  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  at  the  saine  time 
ordered  to  the  rear  for  safe  keeping.  A  few  moments  after  this  in- 
terview, an  officer  of  the  enemy  was  distinctly  heard  to  give  the 
command,  ^'commence  firing,"  and  immediately  the  whole  ridge  in  our 
front  was  a  slieet  of  flame.  They  poured  into  the  regiment,  for  a 
short  time,  the  most  destructive  fire.  We,  however,  held  our  ground, 
and  returned  the  fire  Until  the  enemy  ^ed.  The  fourteenth  certainly 
fired  the  last  gun  in  the  battle  of  Monday.  We  remained  on'  the 
ground  until  all  the  firing  had  ceased,  and  then  joined  the  other  reg- 
iments of  the  brigade  Occe  ^luring  th-^  even'ng,  the  enemy  endeav- 
ored to  turn  our  left  flank,  but  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson  directed 
upon  them  the  fire  of  the  left  companies,  and  with  distinguished  gal- 
lantry, drove  them  back.  If  we  could  have  had  a  regiment  on  our 
left,  we  certainly  would  j^ave  captured  the  twentieth  Indiana  regi- 
ment. In  this  contest,  also,  as  well  as  that  of  Friday,  we  lost  many 
valuable  officers  and  men.  Captain^  Owens,  Harper  and  Stuckie  were 
woimded  ;  the  first  two,  I  fear,  very  seriously.  Lieutenant  Davis 
died  gallantly  on  the  field  ;  and  Lieutenants  Watson  and  Miller,  were 
wounded,  besides  many  others  killed  and  wounded,  a  list  of  whom  is 
encj^ed. 

Seven  captains  went  into  th'o  fight ;  six  were  wounded,  leaving  only 
one  for  duty. 
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In  the  combat  of  Monday  night,  we  took  about  twenty  prisoners, 
the  names  and  regiments  of  some  of  whom  are  remembered  :  Harri- 
son Patrick,  twelfth  Pennsylvania  reserves,  company  (B)  ;  Frederick 
Harvey,  fortieth  New  York,  company  (H) ;  Captain  Reid,  twentieth, 
Indiana  regiment,  company  (K,)  and  fifteen  or  sixteen  others,  mostly 
of  the  twentieth  Indiana  regiment.  •  Having  no  place  to  k- ep  these 
prisoners,  they  were  turned  over,  by  my  direction,  to  a  mounted  es- 
cort in  charge  of  prisoners. 

As  we  were  going  into  the  charge,  General  Pryor,  (in  rear  of  whose 
brigade  we  passed,)  presented  to  General  Gregg  a  battle-flag,  bearing 
■upon  its  folds  the  names  of  "  Williamsburg,"  and  '*  Seven  Pines," 
and  belonging  to  St.  Paul's  Louisiana  battery,  which  the  General  en- 
trusted t6  the  fourteenth  for  that  occasion.  I  ciilled  upon  company 
(D,)  the  flag  company,  for  a  flag-bearer,  and  T.  W.  Carmile,  quite  a 
youth,  volunteered  to  carry  it,  and  did  carry  it  through  the  fight  with 
great  gallantry.  It  was  struck  by  balls^re  times  during  the  contest, 
and  yet  the  bearer  escaped  unhurt.  I  recommend  young  Carmile  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  General,  for  his  distinguished  gal- 
lantly. » 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention,  also,  the  services  of  Lieutenant  James 
Dunlap,  of  company  (F.)  who,  in  addition  to  his  other  laborious  du- 
ties as  commanding  officer  of  his  company,  after  his  g&llant  Captain 
Owens  had  fallen,  discharged,  also,  at  my  request,  the  duties  of  ad- 
jutant of  the  regiment.  I  take  pleasure  in  commending  him  as  a 
most  faithful  and  efficient  officer. 

As  my  adjutant  and  both  orderlies  were  shot  down  in  the  first  ac- 
tion, (oiderly  White  was  killed,  and  orderly  Harris  seriously,  if  not 
mortally,  wounded,)  Tarn  unable  to  to  give  the  exact  number  that 
went  into  the  different  combats.  I  know  that  seVeral  fainted,  and 
many  broke  down  on  the  march.  I  judge  that  about  ^re  hundred 
went  into  the  fight  on  Friday,  and  about  f-wo  lundrid  into  that  of 
Monday  evening.  It  will  be  seeri  that  our  loss^is  more  than  half  the 
number  engaged.  We  lost,  Frid  ly,  eighteen  Killed,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven  wounded  and  missing  ;  and  on  Monday,  eleven 
killed  and  sixty-five  wounds  and  misting — Lt'l,  two  hundred  and 
n'.ndy-one. 

Some  of  those  reported  as  wounded,  lave  since  died.     I  have  heard 
of  the  deaths  of  Captain  Owens,  Sergeant  Franks,  and  Albert  Boycc, 
■  and  I  greatly  fear  that  others    have  and  that  many  will  still  die. 

The  honored  and  lamented  dead  have  laid  down  their  lives  in  a 
just  cause — defending  their  country  from  invasion,  and  their  homes 
from  pollution.  They  died  gallantly.  Their  names  will  be  em- 
balmed in  history  as  martyrs  of  liberty,*and  added  to  the  long  roll 
of  Carolina's  heroes. 

I  have  been  greatly  indebted  to  Surgeon  Hunt,  and  Assistant  JSur- 
geon  Youngblood,  and  their  assistants,  for  their  indefatigable  at- 
tention to  the  numerous  wounded. 

Hoping  that  the  General  will  be  sfttisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
regiment,  I  atn,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  McGOWAN.  Col.,  14th  reg't  S.  C.  Vols. 


REPORT  OF  COLOMEL  BROCKEjSBROUGH. 

Camp   Fortieth  Virginia  Regimfnt,  } 
July  24,   1862.  \ 

Captain  :  1  havo  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  :ia  my  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  fortieth  Virginia  volunteers,  in  the  rocont  bat- 
tles -irouncl  Richmond  :    - 

On  tho  afternoon  of  the  26th  June,  this  regiment,  being  in  advanc-a, 
wa3  che  first  to  cross  the  Chickahbminy  at  Mt'adow  Bridge.  A^;^-* 
vancing  towards  Mechanicsville.  we  encountered  the  enemy's  picket^j, 
at  intervals,  and  drove  thorn  before  us  until  we  reached  the  village. 
Receiving  orders  at  this  point  to  char^^o  the  enemy  in  their  strong 
position,  we  advanced  rapi'll3'  under  a  gulling  and  murderoua  crosB- 
fire  of  their  artillery,  until  within  musket  range  of  them.  Discover- 
ing that  they  occupied  an  entrenched  position,  separated  from  us  by 
a'n  almost  impassable  swamp,  and  about  one  hundred  yards  distanfcj 
we  entered  into  a  severe  engagement,  which  lasied  until  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy  after  nightfall.  Euly  next  morning,  we  were  put  under 
march  to  follow  up  tho  retreating  foe,  overhauling  them  near  Gaines' 
Mill,  on  the  evening  of, the  27th.  Here,  again  we  took  part  in  that 
gallant  charge*  which  resulted  in  their  rout  and  the  complete  success 
'.)f  our  arras. 

On  ISunday,  tho  29th,  we  recros^:ed  iho  Chickahominy  and  raarchel 
down  to  Frazier's  farm,  the  scene  of  Monday's  battle.  Here,  before 
our  division  was  ordeied  into  the  engagement,  I  was  directed  to  deploy 
uiy  regunent  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  flank  of  tlie  army,  which 
deprived  us  oT  the  piivilege  of  entering  into  the  cngiigement  with  the 
6a-igade.  Receiving  orders  to  follow  on  and  engage  the  enemy's  right,, 
we  proceeded  to  the  position  indicate*!  and  engaged  (slonn)  a  vastly 
fluperior  force  of  tb.e  enemy.  About  night  arose  a  loud  cheering  on 
tho  enemy's  left,  and  a  cessation  of  firing  in  that  direction,  which 
induced  us  to  believe  that  the  contest  had  boon  decided  Being  in 
doubt  as  to  the  result,  we  continued  the  cngagempnn.  In  tho  mean- 
time, the  enemy,  who  had  been  decieved  by  ttie  cheering  on  their  lefi 
and  within  their  lines,  charged  in  force  upon  us.  We  poured  several 
murderous  fires  into  them,  which  checked  their  advance,  and  though 
within  twenty  feet  of  us,  cnu3e<l  them  to  retire  to  their  originiil  posi- 
tion Their  loss  at  this  point  was  much  heavier  than  upon  any  other 
portion  of  the  field,  being  at  least  ten  to  one  on  our  side.  Thisendei 
the  ser.es  of  battles  in  which  the  lortieth  Virginia  volunteers  was  en- 
gaged. Both  officers  and  men,  with  few  exceptions,  were  not  :\t  all 
wanting  in  gallantry  and  good  <  onduct,  and  for  the  most  part  behaved 
in  the  most  praisewortliy  manner  We  sustained  a  loss  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  killed  and  wounded,  being  about' one-half  of  the 
effective  force  of  the  regiment. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  following  promotions,  viz,  :    Ordorly 
Sergeant  T,  D.  Ficklin,   as   First  Lieutenant,  to  fill'  vacancy  c<5«&- 
28     ' 
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gioned  hy  the  death  of  First  Lieutenant  E.  Brockenbrough,  killed  in 
the  engagement  of  the  26th  ;  Sergeant  Major  J.  S.  Seader,  as  Second 
Lieutenant,  to  fill  vacancy  occasioned  by  death  of  Second  Lieutenant 
R,  D.  R.  Sydnor,  in  the  engagement  of  the  30th.  Orderly  Sergeant 
Ficklin  and  Sergeant  Major  Seader  were  both  wounded  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  27th,  and  while  they  behaved  gallantly  during  the  battles 
of  the  26th  and  27th,  their  conduct  was  about  equal  to  and  not  con- 
spicuously above  that  of  many  others  in  the  same  company.  I 
recommend  them  upon  the  petition  of  a  majority  of  those  over  whom 
ttey  will  have  command,  ^and  from  my  confidence,  derived  from  per- 
sonal acquaintance,  in  their  capacity  and  qualifications  to  discharge 
ably  and  faithfully  the  duties  of  the  offices  for  which  they  are  recom- 
mended. 

Yery  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BROCKENBROUGH, 

Col.  40th  Va.   Vols. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL    WILLIAM  SMITH. 

Headquarters  Forty-ninth  Virginia  Volunteers,      ) 
Second  Brigade,  Huger's  Division,  July  1862,  J 

General:  In  consequence  of  the  degree  of  importance  attached  to 
the  battle  of  the  25th  June,  within   the  lines  (or  front)  of  Brigadier 
General  Wright,  and  of  your  order,  I  respectfully  report  as  follows  : 
On  the  morning  of  the  25th  June,  a  considerable  firing  having  been 
heard    on  your   left,  or   rather    on    the    right   of  General    Wright's 
position,  you  ordered  me  to  move  my  regiment,  consisting  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  rank   and  file,  being   the  number  not  on  other 
dutv.     Approaching  the  scene  of  conflict,  you  ordered  me  to  take  a 
position  in  the  woods  to  assist  a  movement  which  you  thought  the  en- 
emy might  make  to  flank  one   of  our  regiments,  the  fourth  Georgia, 
which  had  lain  down  on  the  wheat  near  French's  house,  or  to  flank  the 
•enemy,  should  it  at  any  time  prove  judicious  to  do  so.     Having  or- 
dered the  forty-first  Virginia  to   support  me,  I  remained  in  my  posi- 
tion for   some  hours,  when,  shortly   before   sunset,  a  large  regiment,, 
the  forty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Hill,  appeared  upon  tl\e  field, 
in  line  of  battle,  and   opened  upon  the  en§my  with  spirit  and  eff"ect. 
Just  before  doing  so,  I  received  your  order  to  flank  the  enemy  ;  the 
order  was  promptly  obeyed.  I  was  moving  by  thelcft  flank,  and  ordered 
the  forty-first  Virginia  to  keep  close  to  my  right.     Before,  however, 
my  flank  movement  was  completed,  by  being  within  a  satisfiictory  dis- 
tance of  the  enemy,  the   North   Carolinians  broke  and  precipitately 
retired,  the  enemy  pursuing  them.     With  but  a  fragment  of  my  own 
regiment,  and  unsupported  by  the  forty-first  Virginia,  which  had  been 
unaccountably  (at  the  time)  detained  in  the  woods,  in  the  presence  of 
a,  greatly  superior  force  of  the  er\,emy,  and  without  assurance  of.  sup- 
port from  any  quarter,  I  was  in   great  doubt  for  a  moment  as  to  my 
line  of  duty.     But  it  was  for  a  moment  only.     I  ordered  my  left  wing 
.to  open  upon  the  enemy,  the  right  having  already  secured  a  most  fa- 
vorable position,  which  was  promptly  obeyed.     The  eff'oct  was  mngi- 
cal.     I  arrested  the  pursuit  of  the  North  Carolinians  instantly.     The 
enemy  broke  in  dismay,  with  but  little  eff"ort  at  resistance,  and  the 
field  was  soon  my  own.     But  for  the  unfortunate  detention  of  the 
forty-first  Virginia   we  must  have  realized  much  more  complete  re- 
sults.    As  it  was,  we  recovered  all  the  ground  we  had  lost,  killed  and 
wounded  a  number  of  the  enemy,  took  a  few  prisoners,  whom  their 
guard  were  ord  red  to  report  to  you,  and  closed  the  day  very  differ- 
ently from  what  the  enemy   anticipated   in  the  morning,     I  had  not 
time  to  give  the  field  a  close  examination,  as  it  was  getting  quite  late, 
and  my  time  was  occupied  in  forming  a  new  line  of  battle  cf  the  va- 
rious regiments  as  they  came  up,  to  receive  a  new  attack  of  the  en- 
emy which  was  expected. 

i  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  my  loss  was  not  heavy.     Lieutenants 
Boyd  and  Colbert  were  severely  wounded— Lieutenant  Boyd  being 
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permanentlly  disabled — .andBiiEmen  were  wounded,  some  of  them  dan- 
gerously. 

WILLIAM  SMITH, 
Colonel  forty -ninth  Virginia  Volunteers. 

N.  B. — I  had  commeticed  my  report  before  I  received  your  order  to 
prepare  it,  hence  the  charatjter  of  my  first  paragraph. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT    COLONEL  JAMES. 

Fifty-Seventh  Virgima  Volunteers,  ) 
July  14,  1«62.      \ 

Captain  J.  D.  Darden,  A.  A.  A.  General: 

Our  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  along  a  string  offence, 
about  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  July,  near  the  battle 
field  ot  this  memorable  day.  We  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  to  pre- 
vent* being  too  much  exposed  to  the  shell  of  the  enemy  that  was  flying 
over  our  heads  in  every  direction  all  the  time  we  remaindi  in  this 
position.  Four  men  were  slightly  wounded  during  this  part  of  the 
engagement.  The  left  company  of  the  regiijient  was  posted  beyond 
a  small  swamp,  from  the  balance  of  the  regiment,  and  were  compelled 
to  move  lower  down  during  the  evening,  to  get  out  of  the  range  of 
the  shell,  which,  at  this  time,  began  to  fall  pretty  thick  and  uncom- 
fortably near. 

At  or  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  orders  passed  down  the  lines  for 
our  regiment  to  charge  the  enemy's  batteries,  when  the  whole  line 
were  on  their  feet  and  started  off  v/ith  a  defiant  shout,  and  at  a  run, 
through  a  pine  thicket,  which  had  been  literally  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
artilll^y  of  the  enemy,  and  a  difficult  pass  down  a  steep  bluff  oyer  a 
ravine  and  up  a  hill  which  cleared  us  of  the  woods  and  brought  us  in 
full  view  of  the  enemy  and  in  direct  range  of  their  guns.  Here  we 
confidently  expected  to  begin  the  engagement,  but  found  the  enemy 
still  a  long  way  off,  and  posted  in  a  very  advantageous  position  ;  but 
on'  we  sped,  nothing  daunted,  and  under  partial  cover  of  a  hill ;  but 
really  exposed  to  a  galling  fire,  we  were  brought  to  a  halt  and  formed, 
when  our  commanding  Colonel,  E.  F.  Keen,  gave  the  word  to  charge, 
and  taking  the  lead  was  folio-wed  in  good  order  and  steady  ranks  to  the 
summit.  Here  we  again  halted,  and  seeing  the  stars  and  stripes  floating 
defiantly  before,  we  poured  in  a  well  directed  fire  and  had  the  extreme 
^riitification  of  seeing  the  colors  totter  and  fall  to  the  ground,  while  & 
wide  gap  was  made  around  it,  as  like  wheat  before  the  sickle.  The 
hirelings  wilted  before  Confederate  fire.  But  a  few  well  directed 
rounds  had  been  fired  when  Captain  J.  J.  Alhew,  company  K,  had  his 
right  arm  nearly  shot  off,  and  Captain  T.  J.  Martin-  of  company  F, 
being  instantly  killed  on  the  field,  proved  to  the  regiment  an  unfor- 
tunate affair,  as  these  companies  became  confused,  and  the  color-bearer 
being  stunned  by  a  piece  of  a  shell,  left  the  field  which'tended  to  con- 
fuse the  entire  line,  and  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back,  which  we  did 
in  some  confusion.  An  attempt  was  made  to  rally  the  regiment  to  a 
second  charge ;  but  with  partial  success,  as  it'was  useless  for  a  regi- 
ment or  even  a  bi:igade  to  charge  against  such  formidable  odds  as 
greeted  us.  The  colors  were  again  carried  to  the  summit  of  the  hill; 
but  few  men  were  found  to  rally  a  third  time  under  such  a  fire. 

Individual  instances  of  heroic  conduct  might  be  here  mentioned  of 
both  officers  and  men,  who  even  followed  other  regiments  to  the  charge 
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again  and  again.  But  enough  of  this.  The  list  already  furnished  will 
speak  more  plainly  than  words  of  the  part  the  fifty-seventh  Virginia 
volunteers  bore  in  the  battle  of  July  1st. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  company  C,  Captain  Hechman's  company, 
was  sent  out  on  picket  before  we  were  ordered  to  the  charge,  and  was, 
consequently,  not  in  the  action. 

W.  F.  JAMES, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fifty-Seventh  Virginia  Volunteers. 


Captains, 

Lieutenants, 

Sergeants, 

Corporals, 

Privates, 


« 

CASUALTIES. 

• 

Killed. ' 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

5 

0 

5 

2 

2 

0 

4 

10 

72 

17 

99 

13 


83 


17 
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E.  F.  KEEN,  . 

Colonel  Fifty-Seventh  Virginia  Volunteers. 
Daniel  Anington, 

Acting  Adjuia7it. 


HEPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  GILLIAM. 

Prazier's  Farm,  Near  Richmond,  ) 

July  2nd,   1862.      I    ' 

Brigadier  General  Armistead, 

Commanding,  Fourth  Brigade  t 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  actioa  of 
the  ninth  Virginia  regiment  during  the  battle  of  the  Ist  of  July  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July,  we  left  the  Charles  City  read 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  arrived  about  ten  o'clock,  A,  M.,  at  this 
farm.  We  were  first  left  to  guard  the  road,  to  prevent  a  flank  move- 
ment of  the  enemy,  and  for  two  hours  were  exposed  to  a  most  appal- 
ling and  incessant  artillery  fire,  and,  notwithstanding  the  terror  of 
its  rage,  my  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry. About  five  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  change  our  position 
and  take  post  in  rear  of  and  to  support  an  artillery  battery;  and,  in 
about  thirty  minutes  after,  we  were  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's 
battery,  supporting  Cobb's  brigade.  It  is  but  just  to  say  that  no 
regiment  ever  charged  with  more  impetuosity.  On  they  went,  with 
utmost  speed,  amidst  the  deadly  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery. 
Having  a  fgrce  to  our  front,  interfering  with  our  fire,  we,  by  an 
oblique  to  the  right,  came  within  good  musket  range  of  the  opposing 
lines  of  the  enemy,  and  poured  in  upon  them  volley  after  volley, 
until  night  closed  the  scene. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well,  the  mention  of  individual  acts  might 
eeem  to  be  invidious.  But  justice  demands  that  I  should  call  year 
attention  to  the  acts  of  Captain  J.  T.  Kilby,  company  I,  who,  amidst 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  seized  a  flag  of  some  regiment  that  had  been 
broken  and  tried  to  rally  its  scattered  remnants  and  bring  them 
against  the  foe,  and,  while  thus  acting,  the  flag- staff  was  shot  from 
his  hand.  Of  Captain  James  I.  I^hillips,  who,  after  our  color-bearer 
was  shot  down  and  its  guard  scattered,  preserved  the  colors  of  hi& 
regiment,  and  saved  it  from  the  dishonor  of  leaving  its  colors  on  the 
field,  and  restored  them,  still  to  wave  in  their  proper  place.  Of 
Lieutenant  James  F.  Crocker,  adjutant  of  the  ninth  regiment,  who 
received  several  severe,  if  not  mortal,  wounds  in  bravely  leading  the 
regiment  in  front  of  its  colors  and  encouraging  the  men  by  his  bold 
and  gallant  bearing.  And  I  might,  indeed,  mention  every  officer  on 
the  field  as  having  done  their  duty  nobly,  not  only  in  this  fight,  but 
in  all  the  hard  duty  that  we  had  to  undergo  for  the  last  thirty  days 

In  closing  my  report,  it  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  that 
we  have  to  number  among  the  fallen  brave  the  names  of  Captain 
Dennis  Vermillion,  company  K  ;  second  Lieutenant  C.  M.  Dosicr,  of 
company  I.  These  brave  and  gallant  officers  fell  bravely  fighting  for 
their  homes  and  firesides,  martyr.s  to  vand.al  tyranny  ;  but  a  grateful 
country  will  cherish  their  sacrifice  and  preserve  their  memory. 

Below  you  will  please  find  a  duplicate  report  of  the   casualties  of 
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127  regiment,  lyhicL  vou  will  discover  to  be  quite  large,  since  I  cac- 
ried  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  effective  fighting  men  ou 
the  field.  Believing  that  my  regiment  did  its  duty  faithfully,  I  cher- 
i."-:b  the  hope  that  we  shall  receive  your  kind  approval. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  vary  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  GILLIAM, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Ninth   Virgi7iia  Reghnf-At. 


CASUALTIES. 

''  Company  B — Killed  :  Loyd  W.  Drake.  Wounded :  Sergeant  J,. 
H.  Pressor,  Corporal  J.  Walker.  James  11.  Kello,  B.  tlight,  John  G. 
Kello,  J.  R.  O'DonakL  J.  D.  Snritb.  MidBing:  W.  E.  "'Wornell,  G. 
Trader,  W.  Brown,  J.  Jenkins. 

-  Company  C— 'Killed:  John  T.  Brown.  Wounded:  First  Sergeant 
K,  C.  Brittain,  second  Sergeant  Benjaniin  Dyson,  fifth  Sergeant 
Leorick  Wells,  privates  J.  0.  Cook,-L.  F.  Chalkley,  J.  L.  Farmer,  J. 
M".  Gregory,  G.  C.  Hancock.  Missing:  11.  B  Archer,  W.  R.  Atkins, 
G.  Graves. 

Company  D — Killed:  Private  K.  D.  Sa'unders.  Wounded:  Privata 
James  H.  Batlin. 

Company  E — Wounded:  Sergeant -John  W.  Hack,  first  Corporal- 
W.  J.  Banadolling.  ••» 

Company  F — Wounded  ;  Privates  W.  Gray,  and  Bray  Walters.' 
Missing  :  Privates  W.  J.  il'cbardson,  Holland,  Edmonds,  and 
Addi^n,  *  •  . 

Company  G — Killed:  First  Sergeant  William  H.  White.  Wound- 
ed :  J.  H.  Grant,  R.  K.  Beaton,  PI.  I.  Phillips.  Missing  :  W.  B. 
Bennett,  T.  Johnson,  Vv'.  J.  Anderson,  James  Fundley. 

Company  I — Killed  :  Junior  Second  Lieutenant  L.  M.  J)oser,  prF- 
vstes  Lucaters  W.  Jones,  Joseph  Prentiss,  Thomas  Parker. 
Wounded :  Second  Sergeant  H.  B.  Lewer,  privates  J.  T.  Baines, 
Nathaniel  Duke,  Nathan  E.  Jones,  Henry  Waltera.  Missing  \  Pri- 
vates G.  W.  Barnes,  John  H.  Bidgood,  James  C.  Bidgood,  (was 
wounded,)  Jqoiah  Cupps,  James  King,  Richard  Quillon, 

Company  K— Killed:  Captain  ])eijnis  Vermillion.  W^ounded  r 
Pfivate  John  Bennett.-  Missing  :  Fiske,  (since  learned  to  be  raortally 
wounded,)  Richardson. 

Field  and  Staff — James  Y.  Crocker,  adjutant,  seriously  vrounded* 
m  neck,  arm  and  chest. 

JAMES  S.  GILLIAM, 
Luutenant  Coloml  commanding  Nmik  Regiment  Va.  Volunteer s^^ 


REPORT    OF    COLONEL    TOMLIN,  OF  FIFTY-THIRD  VIR- 
GINIA. 

July,  10th,  1862. 
Captain  J,  D.  Darden,  A.  A.   General: 

On  the  29th  of  June,  the  jBfty-thinl  regiment,  reduced  in  strength, 
by  sickness  and  death,  to  a  very  small  number,  marched  from  our 
camp,  on  the  Richmond  and  York  River  railroad,  as  a  part  of  Briga- 
dier (jreneral  Armistead's  brigade,  in  pursuit*of  the  enemy,  retreating 
from  before  Richmond  lo  the  James  river. 

On  Tuesday,  the  first  day  of  July,  after  lying  in  t\ie  \voods  for 
some  time,  we  marched  in  line  o^  i^afctle  through  the  woods  to  the 
edge  of  the  Seld  on  Crow's  farm.  After  receiving  seVeral  orders  from 
General  Armistead,  through  hia  aid,  I  waited  npon  him  in  person, 
and  was  instructed  by  him  to  throw  forward  into  ihe  field,  to  the  dis- 
tance of  6fty  yards,  one,  company  aa  skirmishers,  with  a  field  officer 
in  command,  and  to  support  them  if  attacked,  at  every  hazard,  and  in 
case  of  my  wanting  reinforcements,  to  communicate  the  fact  to  him, 
and  he  would  semi  them.  In  obedience  to  his  instructions,  1  ordered 
LieutCQiint  Colonel  Waddill  to  execute  this  command,  with  Captain 
Martin's  company.  Immediately  upon  deploying  this  company,  the 
artillery  was  brought  from  the  woods  into  the  field,  and  the  attack  be- 
came sufficiently  spirited  and  warm  to  justify'the  advance  of  my  regi- 
ment to  the  support  of  my  skirmishers.  From  the  woods  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  hill  the  ground  was  gently  sloping.  The  men  were  ordered 
fb  trail  arms,  and,  bending  forward  and  low,  to  use  the  crown  of  the 
hill  as  ♦protection,  until  they  reached  the  position  occupied  by  the 
t^kirmishers,  ^¥here  they  were  commanded  to  charge,  and,  at  a  run, 
drove  the  enemy  back  and  advanced,  and  occupied  a  ravine,  from  five  to 
six  hundred  yarda'from  the  woods.  During  this  distance,  we  en- 
countered a  red  storm  of  every  deadly  missile.  Fletcher  Ilarwood, 
of  compnny  K,  as  color-bearer,  while  gallantly  bearing  the  flag 
ahead,  wyts  cut  down  by*  a  shell,  and,  waving  it  around,  called  for 
some  one  to  bear  it  along.  Instantly,  Captain  Martin,  company  I, 
seized  the  flag,  and,  with  words  of  encourMgem'.nt,  called  on  all 
to  follow.  The  noble,  manly  conduct  of 'Captain  Martin,  was  such 
as  to  challenge  the  adn^iration  of  all.  At  this  time,  I  was  some  fifty 
yards  ahead  of  my  regiment,  urging  them  to  pass  quickly  this  dan- 
gerous position,  and  therefore  cannot  speak,  of  my  personal  knowl- 
edge, of  the  individual  instances  of  bravery  and  courage.  Rut  few 
(if  my  regiment,  as  well  as  the  other  three  who  started  together, 
reached  the  ravine  at  this  time.  You  will  recollect  that  two  of  our 
companies  were  .detached,  on  the  '29th,  to  collect  and  guard  stores, 
taken  from  the  enemy,  and  the  othef  eight  were  so  snuill,  ami  the  ofii- 
ccrs  so  few,  that  they  were  consolidated  into  four  companies,  having 
only  four  captiiins  for  duty.  Three  of  these  rea^hdl  the  ra\^ne,  and 
one,  Captain  Edmomlson,  was  utterly  exhausted,  and  instantly  tnken 
90  ill  that  I  advised  him  to  return  .with  the  assistance  of  one  of  his 
men.     After  remaing  is  this  position  for  about  an  hour,  I  despatched 
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the  sergeant-major  to  General  Armistead,  to  inform  him  of  our  posi- 
tion and  condition,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  to  be  reinforced. 
I  have  not  seen  the  sergeant-majo*  since,  now  being  sick,  and  re- 
ceived no  reply.  Some  time  between  six  and  seven  o'clock,  General 
Wright  brought  with  him,  into  the  ravine,  two  regiments,  and  formed 
line  of  battle  iramediat'ly  behind  ours,  and,  addressing  a  few  words, 
led  the  charge  up  the  hill  to  the  battery.  Captain  Saunders  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  thigh,  soon  after  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill. 
The  different  numbers  of  our  regiment  were  formed  into  one  com- 
pany, under  command  oi'  Captain  Martin,  whose  gallantry  was  not 
ex<  eeued  by  any  one,  in  that  memorable  battle,  and,  with  the  other 
parts  of  the. two  brigades,  were  compelled  to  fall  back  as  often  as  they 
charsred  the  batteries  of  the  eneipy.  Our  line,  composed  of  three 
regiments,  was  yet  a  short  one,  with  two  colors,  and,  for  our  own 
compnny,  it  would  have  seemed  that  a  musket  would  have  been  of 
TQore  value  than  the  color,  but  Corporal  Pollard,  company  E,  one  of 
the  color  guard,  insisted  he  would  carry  it,  and,  when  he  fell,  gal- 
lantly bearing  it  along,  handed  it  to  a  Georgian,  who  was  fighting  by 
his  side.  The  darkness  of  the  night  separated  us  all,  and,  after  nine 
o'clock,  gave  up  the  contest  for  the  time. 

Out  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  men,  thirty  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

Company  A — Killed,  none.  Wounded,  second  Lieutenant  Jas.  D. 
Clay,  in  both  thighs,  seriously  ;  privates  James  P.  Woodall,  in  shoul- 
der, slightly  ;  Micajah  R.  Fenell,  in  hand,  severely  ;  C.  C.  Hudson,  in 
shoulder,  slightly. 

Company  B — Killed,  Sergeant  Walter  IJ.  Boswell.  Wounded,  CaptT 
James  M.  Saunders,  in  thigh,  severely;  third  Lieutenant  Silvester 
Richardson,  in  face,  slightly  ;  private  Daniel  Robins,  in  foot,  slightly. 

Company  C — Killed,  none.  Wounded,  privates  J.  C.  Destin,  in 
leg,  severely ;  N.  G.  Weaver,  in  head  slightly. 

Company  D — Killed,  Corporal  W.  T.  Johnson.  Wounded,  Elkana 
Clements,  in  thigh,  slightly. 

Company  E — Killed,  none.  Wounded,  Sergeant  Wra.  R.  Barker, 
in  arm  and  hip,  severely  ;  Corporal  William  A.  Pollard,  in  face  and 
shoulder,  slightly.  ^  •  . 

Company  F — On  detached  service. 

Company  G — Killed,  none.     Wounded,  none. 

Company  H — On  detached  service. 

Company  I — Killed,  none.  Wounded,  Sergeant  J.  W.  Whitehead, 
in  knee,. slightly  ;  Serg'tD.  S.  Muse,  in  leg,  severely;  privates  J.  C.  T. 
Glass,  in  head,  severely ;  T.  J.  Hudson,  in  shoulder,  severely ;  J.  H. 
B.  Kcatts,  in  haad,  slightly  ;  "Y.  A,  Linthicum,  in  hand,  severely  ; 
J.  E,  Roach,  in  head  and  side,  slightly  ;  W.  B  Hiddle,  in  head, 
slightly  ;  J,  H.  Simpson,  in  hand,  slightly  ;  G.  W,  White,  in  face 
and   shoulder,  slightly  ;  R,   H.   L.   Whitehead,  in  arm,  severely  ;  G. 

E.  Mays',  in  leg,  slightly. 

Company  K — Killed,  private  W.   D.   Rock.     Wounded,  Sergeant 

F.  F.  Harwood,  in  leg,  severely  ;  privates  N.  P.  New,  in  thigh, 
slightly  ;  R.  B.  Gill,  in  leg,  slightly  ;  R.  H,  Mayo,  in  hand,  severely. 
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Recapitulation. 

Killed,    three ;     wounded,     twenty-seven.      Total,    twenty-eight. 
Aggregate,  thirty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  TOMLIN, 
Colonel,  commanding  5Sd  reg't  Vd.  Volunteers, 


^k' 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WADDILL; 

Headquarters  Fifty-Third  Virginia  Regiment,  ) 

June  26,  1862.       S 

Captain  J.  D.  Darden, 

A.  D.  a  4*  4.  A.  A.  General  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  after  a  week's  sickness, 
on  the  25th  instant,  at  half-past  eleven,  A.  M.,  I  returned  to  my  regi- 
ment, then  on  picket,  and  commanded  by  Captain  W.  R.  Aylett,  and 
at  the  time  engagin^j  the  enemy.  Captain  x\yiett  immediately  turned 
over  the  command  to  me,  and  used  diligence  to  show  me  the  position 
of  our  forces  and  the  enemy,  and  made  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  regiment  up  to  the  time  of  my  arrival :  That  on  the  24th 
instant,  at  half-past  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  fihy- third  Virginia  regi- 
ment, the  ninth  Virginia  regiment  and  the  fifth  Virginia  battalion, 
were  sent  out  to  relieve  the  thirxl  Georgia  regiment,  on  the  advance 
line,  between  the  Williamsburg  road  and  the  York  RiVer  railroad. 
Nothing  of  interest  transpired  during  the  night.  About  eight,  A. 
M,,  on  the  25th  instant,  Ciiptain  Aylett,  upon  visiting  the  picket  post 
on  the  extreme  'right  of  the  line,  resting  on  the  Williamsburg  road, 
was  informed  that  one  or  more  regiments  of  the  enemy  were  advancing 
up  the  road,  and  about  that  time  heavy  firing  commenced  on  the 
otbcf  side  of  the  road,  v;hen  it  appeared  the  picket  had  been  driven 
in.  Cautioning  his  pickets  to  stand  their  ground  until  he  could  re- 
inforce them.  Captain  A.  went  for  his  reserves,  consisting  of  compa- 
nies A  and  D.  This  little  force  was  double-quicked  to  the  support 
of  the  picket,  but  before  it  could  reach  the  line,  the  picket  on  the 
right,  next  to  the  road,  was  met  retiring  before  the  enemy,  who  had 
suddenly  advanced  in  overwhelming  numbers,  driving  them  in  by  his 
immense  odds  and  rapid  advance.  The  reserv'e,  togsther  with  the 
picket  which  had  been  driven  in,  were  promptly  deployed  by  Captain 
A..,  so  as  to  connect  with  that  portion  of  our  picket  line  which  had 
not  been  forced  back  The  men  were  made  to  lie  down  behind  trees, 
to  conceal  their  small  numbers  and  position,  in  order  that  the  enemy 
might  be  held  in  check  until  reinforcements  could  arrive.  For  one 
hour  and  a  quarter  did  this  little  force,  of  only  three  small  companies, 
maintain  its  position  against  two  regiments,  alone  and  unaided,  and  a 
storm  of  bullets  rarely  surpassed  for  severity.  The  men  were  ordered 
not  to  fire  until  thoy  saw  an  object,  and  thought  they  could  hit  it. 
Hence  almost  every  shot  told,  as  was  indicated  by  the  frequent  cries 
of  those  struck.  While  the  right  of  the  fifty-third  was  enduring  this 
fire,  the  enemy  had  advanctJIi  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  thus 
flanked  our  position,  and  gotten  even  in  the  rear  of  a  portion  of  it. 
Still  Captain  A.  and  his  command  held  their  ground,  until  the  noble 
twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  came  to  their  assistance,  to  whose  gallant 
commander  Captain  A.  reported,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  take  po- 
sition on  his  left.     The  fifty-third  Virginia  and  twenty-fifth  North 
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Carolina  were  now  both  subjected  to  a  terrific  fire  for  some  time,  but 
they  returned  it  with  such  effect  that  the  enemy  was  driven  back,  and 
the  fifty-third  was  enabled  to  resume  its  picket  line,  except  a  small 
portion  of  it  immediatoly  on  the  road,  where,  from  the  exposure  of  a 
field,  and  the  fire  from  a  battery,  (planted  by  the  enemy  in  the  road 
after  they  had  advanced  by  us  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,) 
it  could  not  then  be  occupied.  There  was  fighting  along  the  whole 
line  occupied  by  the  fifty-third,  at  intervals  during  the  day;  but,  as 
indicated,  mainly  on  the  right.  Six  prisoners  were  taken  by  the 
fifty-third,  and  the  enemy's  loss  must  have  been  heilvy.  Later  in  the 
evening,  the  woods  were  heavily  shelled  by  the  enemy;  buf  the  fifty- 
third,  men  and  ofiicers,  gallantly  stood  their  ground,  though  they 
wore  almost  broken  down  with  fatigue  and  exhaustion,  from  having 
been  on  picket  duty  so  loi»g.  It  would^  be  pleasing  to  mention  the 
names  of  those  who  most  gallantly  deported  thems<;lvo3  ;  hut  where  all 
acted  so  well,  it  miglit  appear  invidious.  As  the  regiment  has  not 
yet  come  in,  a  list  of  its  casualties  cannot  now  bo  made  out;  but  it  is 
believed  to  be  small.  When  the  long-continued  anTi  terrible  fire  to 
which  the  regiment  was  exposed  is  considered,  a  small  list  of  casual- 
ties would  ficera  to  be  miraculous,  and  can  only  be  explained  by  the 
fact  that  our  men  were  deployed  as  skirruishers,  well  concealed  and 
protected,  and  the  enemy  were  so  drunk  they  could  not  shoot.  This 
latt'^r  view  is  known  to  be  correct,  as  prisoners  taken  were  found  to 
be  intoxicated.  The  regiriicnt  is  at  this  time  acting  ^as  reserve  for  the 
fourteenth  and  thirty-eighth  Virginia,  commamied  by  Captain  Martin, 
Captain  Aylett  and  myself  both  being  sick,  and  unfit  for  duty. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  W^ADDILL, 
Major  Fifty-Third  Virginia  Regiment. 

,  The  casualties  of  the  2'5th  are  as  follows,  viz  :  Company  D. — Killed  : 
GeoTge  W,  Brushwood.  Missing  :  Lewis  W.  Kelley  and  J.  F.  Chick. 
Coinpnny  E. — Lieutenant  B.  S.  Farrenholc,  ribs  fractured  by  the  fall- 
ing of  a  limb  from  a  tree. 

Reopecifuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  M.  WADDILL, 
Major  commanding  Fifty-Third  Virginia  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  GRAMMER. 

•       July   15,   1862. 

Captain  J.  P.  Darden, 

A.  D.   G.  and  A.  A.  A.  G.  :  , 

Captain  •  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  men 'reported  to  me  by  their  officers  as  having  distm- 
ffui^hed  themselves  by  their  conduct  in  the  skirmishes  and  battles 
around  Richmond,  in  which    the  fifty-third  Virginia  regiment  was 

^"company  A.— At    Seven    Pines,    Coi;j?orals    Noell    and  Wright 
and  private  H.  C.  Hudson,   and  at  Malvern  Hill,  Corporals  Noell 
and  Wright.     In  the    skirmishes  of    the    I8th,    25th,  and  27th  of 
June,  alf  the  men  present  behaved  well.  .       •     ^ 

Company  B.— Sergeants  J.  H.  and  J.  R.  Hockaday  and  privates 
S    B.  Sweeny,  R.  H.  David,  T.  J.  Elliott,  at  Malvern  Hil 

"company  C.-Sergeant  R.  B.  Bradshaw,  Corporal  W    S.  Weaver, 
and  privates  J.  C.  Desdine  and  C.  J.  Weaver,  at  Malvern  Hi  1. 

Company  D.— Corporals  W.  T.  Johnson  (killed)  and  R-  CJf«i- 
ens,  privates  Pollard,  Ashby,  Ellet,  and  Kelly,  at  Ma  yern  Hil  . 

Company  E.— Privates  William  Bowers  and  G.  J.  Green,  killed 
in  the  skirmish 'of  the  18th  ;  Sergeant  Barker,  wounded  at  Mal- 
vern Hill ;  Corporal  William  A.  Pollard,  the  third  man  who  car- 
red  the  colors,  the  1st  of  July,  was  shot  twice  before  he  f^ll. 
In  the  confusion  of  regiments  charging  through  and  mixing  up 
with  each  other,  he  took  the  colors  off  with  him  when  borne  to 
the  rear.      L.    C.    Blackburn,    distinguished    at    Seven    Pines    tor 

coolness  and   daring.  .      ^  ,  nr  i  tt-h 

Company  F.— No  report.     Not  in  the  fight  at  Malvern  Hill. 
Company  G.— Corporal  John  B.  Scott,  at  Seven  Pines.    _ 
Company  H.— In  the  skirmish  of  the  18th  of    June,  private  T. 

Howchinswas  seen  to  kill   four    Yankees,  exposing  himself  freely 

all  the  while.  .       ,         ,   tt    i  i.   tvt  i 

Company  I.— Privates  White,  Whitehead,  and  Hudson,  at  Mai- 

vern  Hill— all  three  wounded.  ,    ,  x     .    o 

r>ompany  K  — Pnvate  John  A.  Bullifant,    (wounded,)  at    Seven 
Pines ;    private   Haws  Coleman,   in   the    skirmish  of    the    27th  ot 

"coior-Sergeant  T.  F.  Harwood,  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill,  while 

■pressing  forward  with  the  colors,  struck   the    staff   in   the  ground 

and,  cheering  all  the  while,  held  on  to    it  till  taken  from  him  by 

Captain  Martin. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  ,„,T.r.    t 

*^  "^  J.  GRAMMER,  Jr., 

Captain  commanding  b?,d   Va.  regiment. 


•  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MARTIN. 

Captain  J.  D.  Dardevv, 

A.  D.   a  and  A.  A.  A.  G.  :■ 

Captain  :  On  Friday,  June  of  27th,  at  half-past  four,  P. 
M.,  the  fifty-third  Virginia  regiment  "was  poated  on  picket, 
the  right  wing  resting'  on  the  left  of  the  WilliamsbuTg  road, 
left  on  right  of  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment,  tlie  men  deployed 
at  five  paces  apart.  About  sundown,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our  ' 
line  with  both  musketry  and  shell.  The  fire  was  not  returned, 
because  I  instructed  the  men  to  wait  until  the  enemy  was  in  good 
distance,  which  distance  was  not  obtained.  The  enemy,  however, 
advanced  upon  the  centre  and  left  and  was  driven  back  by  the  fire  of 
the  left  wing.  The  whole  line  was  well-sustained  except  by  three 
companies — F,  H,  and  K — F  and  K  falling  back  because  they  could 
not  sustain  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy ;  company  11  having  no  com- 
mander. All  three  of  these  companies,  however,  returned  to  tkeir 
positions  and  held  them.  The  enemy  again  opened  fire  this  morning 
about  half  an  hour  before  day.  This  fire  was,  however,  not  directed 
80  much  towards  us  as  the  pickets  on  the  right.  This  fire  was  not 
returned  at  all  by  our  pickets.  The  regiment  generally  acted  coolly 
and  deliberately,  keeping  its  position  until  relieved  by  the  fourteenth 
Virginia  this  morning.  The  casualties  are  as  follows  :  Company  A, 
one  slightly  wounded  ;*company  D,  one  slightly  and  two  severely ; 
company  H,  two  slightly ;  company  K,  one  slightly.  Total,  seven 
wounded. 

*  Most  respectfully, 

R.  W.  MARTIN, 
Captain  commanding  53d  Va.  regiment.  ' 


.REPORT  OF  eOLONEL  HODGES. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Regiment,  Va,  Vols.,  ) 
In  the  field,  near  Richmond,  July  10,  1862.  "    S 

Captain  J,  D   Darden, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

Captain  :  I  liTive  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  fourteenth  regiment,  Virginia  volunteers,  under  my 
command,  in  the  battle  of  Tuesday,  1st  day  of  July,  I8G2  : 

Early  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  regiment,  with  the  others  of 
the  same  Irigade,  wits  posted  in  a  ravine  opposite  to  the  position  held 
by  the  enemy  ;  and  one  half  of  the  regiment  was  thrown  forward  to 
the  edge  of  the  field  between  us  and  the  enemy,  as  skirmishers. 
About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  skirmishers  were  ordered 
forward  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets.  i«o  that  our  artillery  could  be 
placed  in  position,  and  that  portion  of  the  regiment  which  had  been 
held  in  reserve,  was  ordered  forward  to  their  support.  As  soon  as 
the  men  were' seen  by  the  enemy,  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery  was  opened 
upon  them  by  the  eYiemy  from  their  guns,  which  were  in  position 
about  a  half  mile  off,  commanding  nearly  the  whole  field.  The  men 
rushed  forward,  firing  upon  the  enemy's  skii  mi-yhers,  driving  .them 
before  them,  continuing  to  advance  until  they  found  shelter  from  the 
enemy "'b  fire  in  a  ravine,  about  midway  from  the  position  formerly 
held,  and  t>he  enemy's  batteries.  Soon  after  passing  over  the  crest 
of  the  first  hill.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Evans  was  disabled,  by  a  wound, 
and  I  was  knocked  down  and  burnt  by  a  f-hell  exploding  near  me, 
rendering  me  incapable  of  going  forward  with  my  men.  In  passing 
over. the  hill,  my  re-^iment  suffered  severely.  Among  those  killed,  1 
cannot  fail  to  mention  Captain  Charles  Bruce,  whose  conduct  was 
"worthy  of  all  praise.  The  regiment  remained  exposed  to  a  heavy- 
fire  during  the  whole-  battle,  and  were  forward  in  the  charge  each 
time  an  effort  was  made  to  take  the  enemy's  batteries.  I  cannot  close 
this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  gallant  conduce  of 
Captain  W.  W.  T.  Coghill,  Richard  Logan,  Jr.,  and  P.  Poindexter, 
vho  acted,  during  the  whole  day,  with  great  coolness  and  bravery. 
"W^e  lost  twelve  killed  and  fifty-seven  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^      S.  GREGORY  HODGES,      ' 
Colojiely  commanding  fvurieenth  Vi7'ginia  regiment.. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  S.  D.  LEE. 

Camp  Discipline,  July  20,   18G3. 

Captain  N.  R    Fitzhugh, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General,-  Cavalry  Brigade  : 

Captain  :  Bj  direction  of  the  General  cbninianding.  I  haTe  the 
honor  to  report  that,  by  his  direction,  on  the  night  of  the  oth  and 
6th*instantvS,"  I  proceeded  to  the  banks  of  James  river,  above  Charlea 

City  C(.urt- House,  with  Pattory,  Washington    artillery   of  New 

Orleans,  and  a  rifle  piece  of  Pelham's  battery,  horse  artillery,  and 
about  two,  P.  M.,  on  ;he  6th,  opened  fire  on  oue  of  tho  enemy's 
transports  c;irrying  supplies  to  McCiellan's  army,  some  four  miiea 
above  the  point  where  we  were.  On  opening  fire,  the  boat  iminc- 
diateiy  put  out  her  lights.  She  was  struck  severaf  times  and  consid- 
erably injured,  but  fucoeeded  in  passing  the  battery.  'On  the  Gth 
instant,  ihe  same  guns,  accompanied  by  a  station  of  Rosser's  battery,  - 
proceeded  to  a  point  known  as  Wayne's  Oak,  on  the  lanl's  of  the 
James  river,  four  miles  below  Ch;»rle3  City  Court-Ilouse.  About 
eevien,  "A,  W-,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  opened  on  a  transport,  and, 
aftor  some  twenty  shots,  made  her  turn  back,  throwing*  overboard  a 
part  of  her  cargo  to  facilitate  her  escape.  Several  gunboats  of  tho 
enemy  inimcliately  came  to  the  vicinity  and  commenced  shelling  iho 
woiks  an  1  fields,  but  without  damage. 

About  mid- day,  I  sent  a  section  of  Squiers'  battery  some  fife  miles 
lower  <lo.wn  the  river,  under  Lieutenant  Galvin.  lie  opened  on  two ' 
transj  orts  towed  by  a  tug.  He  drove  the  tug  down  the  river,  and 
the  croA's  from  the  transports,  ^inkirtg'  one  of  tho  transports  and 
severely  jnjuring  the  other.  The  crews  took  to  their  small  boats  aud 
maile  their  escape  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

A  gunboat  there  escaped  the  section  when  it  withdrew.  About 
three,  P.  M.,  six  pr  eight  transports,  (schooners,)  towed  by  a  tug  and 
convoye  i  by  a  gunboat,  came  up  the  river,  as  also  several  small  river 
'steamers.  The  guns  were  drawn  up  behind  a  bluff  at  Wayne's  Oak, 
and,  when  the  transports  were  opposite,  ran  to  liie  edge  of  the  bluff 
and  opened  on  them.  Some  seventy  shots  were  fired  into  the  trans- 
ports, damaging  them  severely;  the  tug  was  also  damaged.  Tho 
gunboat  opened  on  the  battery  as  soon  as  discovered,  firitig  shelF, 
Bpherical  case  and  grape  from  her  large  guns.  She  fired  some  thirty 
rounds.  Nj  damage  was  done  the  battery,  all  her  shot  either  falling 
short  or  p;:8sing  over  our  heads..       -   . 

Officers  and  men  "behaved  wi*th  the  greatest  gallantry  and  cooL 
nees,  llring  their  guns  as  if  no  gunboat  was  in  their  vicinity,  and 
seemed  (Tonvinced  that  a  gunboat  was  not  so  dangerous  as  they  had 
supposed. 

Tho  enemy  were  much  annoyed  on    their  trips,  and  kept  several 
gunboats  engaged  in  shelling  the  woods  and  vicinity,  dqing  no  dam-  • 
29 
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age.     They  even  fired  at  the  houses  in  the  vicinity,  occupied  only  by 
inoflfensive  families. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  the  batteries  returned  to  their  camp. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  D.  LEE,  Colonel  of  Artillery, 
Commanding  Guns  in  vicinity  of  Charles  City  Cowf  House, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  S.  D.  LEE. 

Turkey  Island  Bridge,  July  22,   1862. 

Greneral  Magruder,  •■ 

Richmond,   Virginia :  '* 

General:  Enclosed  I  send  you  iry  report  of  the  artillery  of  your 
division.  I  must -apologise  for  its  coming  in  so  late  ;  but  on  your 
leaving  Crew's  farm,  I  was  put  on  duty  with  the  cavalry,  in  com- 
mand of  the  ninth  North  Carolina,  late  on  picket  duty.  It  was  im- 
possible for  me  to  prepare  it,  from  the  fact  that  I  was  put  into  camp 
of  instruction,  with  several  drills  a  day,  and  to  study'my  new  arm, 
as  they  had  brigade  drills,  &c.  I  did  not  receive  your  kind  note  in- 
viting me  to  accompany  you  west  until  after  you'had  left,  though  I 
had  heard  through  Major  Erent  that  you  invited  me. 

I  met  Captain  Eustis  ip  Richmond  and  apkcd  him  to  deliver  my 
answer  to  you.  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  kindness  and  the  flatter- 
ing invitation  contained  in  your  note. 

I  am.  General,  yours,  respectfully, 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Col.  Artillery,    commanding  4th  Cavalry. 

Captain  Dickinson's  note  to  me,  calling  for  a  report  of  the  4th,. 
only  reached  me  July  20ih. 


Camp  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalrv,      ) 
JSlear  Richmond,  July  22,  1862.  j 

Captain  Dickinson, 

Adjutant  General,  Magruder's  Ditnsion  : 

I  had  the  honor,  a  few   days  since,  to   receive  your  note,  directing- 
me  to  render  a  report    of  the   service    of  the    artillery,    at  ''.arnett's 
farm,  near  New  B.ri.ige,  at  Savage's  Station,  and  at  Crew's  farm. 

The  different  batteries  of  the  division  performed  arduous  picket 
duty  on  Gnrnett's  farm,  from  about  the  1  ih  of  June  to  the  29th  of 
June,  at  whic-i  d;uj  ihe  cneii.y  .  ..cted  l;i3  '.inc..  and  the  division 
started  in  pursuit.  Previous  to  the  2yth  of  June,  the  batteries  under 
fire  and  engaged  with  the  enemy,  were  Wuolfolk's,  Lane's,  and 
Moody's  batteri^s,  at  Mrs.  Price's  house,  overlcokiug  the  New  Bridge. 
These  batteries  Avere  engaged  several  times,  firing  on  the  working 
parties  of  the  enemy,  at  the  bridge,  causing  them  to  desist  from  tho 
work,  and  in  every  instjuice'tliey  drew  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batte- 
ries from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which,  being  long-range 
guns,  we  could  not  reach.  The  officers  and  men  of  th<^8e  commanda 
behaved  with  coolness  and  gallantry,  and  on  these  several  occasions 
lost  several  men,  killed  and  wounded.  On  the  2Sth  of  June,  to  prevent 
tho  enemy  from  working  on  some   advanced  entrenchments,  Brown's 
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and  Lane's  batteries  were  brought  in  action  near  Mr.  Garnett's  over- 
eeer's  house,  and,  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  shelling,  drove  the  en- 
emv  from  their  new  works.  The  enemy  opened  on  these  two  batteries 
with  twelve  rifle  guns  of  large  calibre,  (twenty-povinder  Parrot.)  The 
engagement  v.as  kept  up  for  half  an  hour,  when  the  batteries  were 
withdrawn,  having  accomplished  the  object  for  which  they  had  T)een 
ordered  out — som^of  the  enemy's  batteries  being  behind  works  and 
out  of  range.  la  this  action,  two  men  were  killed  and  several 
wounded,  and  some  six  horses  disabled. 

On  the  ^Gth  of  June,  from  the  same  position,  in  the  morning; 
Lane's  and  Moody's  batteries  opened  again  on  the  enemy's  entrench- 
ments, which  the  enemy  had  re-occupied,  driving  them  out  again. 
Their  fire  was  replied  to  by  several  of  the  enemy's  batteries  behind 
works.  The  action  was  kept  up  for  half  an  hour,  when  our  guns 
were  with-lrown,  and  there  was  but  little  prospect  of  injuring  the 
enemy's  butteries,  lialf  masked  in  the  woods  and  behind  strong  en- 
trenchmcns*.  The  same  experiment  was  repeated  by  our  batteries  in 
'the  evening — Lane's,  Woolfolk's,  Page's,  and  T,  Jeft's  batteries  be- 
ing engaged  with  some  results.  Captain  Kirkpatrick,  of  Major 
^Kelson's  reserve  artillei-y,  v.-ae  also  engaged  on  the  2()th,  with  two  guns. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  Moody's  and  Brown's  batteries  engaged  the 
enemy's  works,  as  he  shov,ed  signs  of  vacating  them,  lie  replied 
with  alacrity,  showing  he  was  still  strong.  1  mention  those  two 
batteries  especially,  as  they  were,  each  of  them,  under  very  heavy 
artillery  fire.  None  of  the  captains,  except  Brown,  had  their  entire 
batteries  in  action.  They  went  into  action  with  their  rifle  sections. 
Generally,  officers  and  men  behaved  well.     In  these  different  actions 

iBoroe  eight  men  were  killed  and  twenty  wounded.     Lieutenant •—, 

of  Brown's  battery,  Avas  killed.  Lieutenant  Merwin,  of  Moody's 
V.attery,  had  an  arm  shot  off.  ^  Lieutenant  Merwin  got  out  of  a  sick 
bed  to  go  into  action  v.'ith  his  company.  Several  other  batteries 
•  were  under  fire,  but  not  engaged,  viz.  :  Richardson's,  Reed's,  and 
Page's — the  fatter  belonging  to  Major  Nelson's  reserve  artillery. 

On  the  29th,  the  enemy  viicated  his  work;-,  and  the  division  started 
•in  pursuit.  At  Fair  Oaks  Station,  he  fired  upon  our  advance  with  ar- 
tillery. He  was  replied  to  by  Carlton's  battery.  In  the,evening  the 
enemy  made  a  stand  and  quite  a  severe  action  occurred  at  Savage's 
Station.  Kemper's  battery  was  here  engaged  and.didgood  execution. 
The  enemy's  skirmishers  came  up  to  within  two  hundred  yards  Of 
his  battery,  when  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw  some  four  hundred 
ytirds.  At  this  point  he  was  advanced  upon  by  a  regiment  of  the 
enemy,  (second  Venr.ont,)  which  delivered  a  volley  into  his  battery 
at  a  distance  of  three  hundred  yards.  lie  opened  upon  them  with 
canister,  and  being  well-supported  by  a  Mississippi  rifle  regiment, 
repulsed  the  enemy  with  heavy  loss.  The  enemy  left  fifty-two  dead 
bodies  in  a  circumference  of  fifty  yards.  Captain  Kemper  behaved 
with  the  utmost  coolness  and  gall.intry,  as  did  his  officers  and  men. 
Lane's  battery  -was  also  under  fire  in  this  action,  as  also  McCarthy's 
battery,  but  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  engaging  the  enemy,  as 
the  ground,  and  the  position  of  our  troops,  did  not  admit  of  it.  In  the 
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severe  action  of  July  Ut,  this  artillery  did  not  play  a  conspicuous 
part,  though  most  of  it  va3  under  a  severe  artillery  fire  during  the 
entire  acti°on.  The  batteries  engaged  wcr/3  McCarthy's  howitzer  bat-^ 
tery,  and  also  some  of  Hart's  battery  and  the  Washington  artillery,  . 
of  Charleston.  The  batteries  were  well-served  and  did  good  execution. 
One  of  McCarthy's  pieces  were  struck  twice.  The  enemy  having  se- 
lected their  ground,  had  lined  their  position  with  artillery,  having 
some  fortv  pieces  in  position.  Our  artillery  hid  to  be  brought  up  m 
a  narrow 'lane  under  a  terrible  fir#,  and  as  soon  as  they  4iscovered  a 
battery  coming  up  they  concentrated  -ih^  entire  artillery  on  it. 
Several  batteri'es  were  in  succession  disabled  almost  bef<5re  getting  into 
action.  Carlton's  and  Kemper's  batteries  were  in  reserve— not  en- 
gatred,  but  had  several  men  killed.  Carlton  had  a  limber  blown  up 
by°the  enemy's  shell.  The  enemy's  artillery  was  admirably  handled 
in  the  action,  and  is  admitted  to  have  been  the  most  terrible  artil- 
lery fire  during  the  war.  Their  pieces  were  in  admirable  position, 
and  so  arranged  that  they  could  concentrate  from  twenty  to  thirty 
guns  on  any  position.  Enclosing  my  report, "1  ^ill  testify  to  the  gen- 
eral good  conduct  of  officers  and  men.  Major  Nelson,  of  the  arti  - 
lery  was  under  fire  several  times  at  Garnett's  farm  ;  exhibitefl  cool- 
Ti.'=s';;nd  crraUvntry.  Lt.  Paul  Hamilton,  my  adjutant,  was  in  every 
action— at  Garnett's  farm,  at  Fair  Oaks,  Savage's  Station,  and  Crew's 
farm,  and  on  everv  occasion  exhibited  conspicuous  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry.    In  one  of  the  actions,  (at  Garnett's  farm,)  he  had  his  horse 

shot  under  him.  .  r       a 

•  Having  been  |>laced  on  duty  with  the  cavalry  immediately  alter  tUo 
action  of  Crew's  farm,  it  has   been   impossicle  for  me  X<f  obtain  the  . 
necessary  facts  to  make  this  report  complete. 

Kespectfully  submitted,  ^ 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Col.   Artillery  and  Acting  Chief  of  Magruder's  Div'n, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  COWAN. 

Headq'rs  Eighteenth  Regiment  North  Carolin\  Troops, 
Near  Richmond^  Virginia,  July,  1862. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  regiment,  under  my  command,  in  the  recent  bat- 
tles around  Richmond ;  •  . 

Our  march  across  the.Chickahominy,  on  the  morning  of  Thursday, 
June  2Gth,  and  down  its  northern  baiik,  to  Mechanicsville,  having 
been  conducted  under  your  personal  direction,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
refer  to  its  incidents. 

W^  reached  Mechanicsville  Thursday  afternoon  in  time  to  partici- 
■pate  in  the  attack  upon  the  batteries  which  commanded  that  crossing, 
but  were  not  protninently  engnged.  -Thursday  night,  we  "were  ordered 
to  dsfend  the  batteries,  planted  upon  the  position  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  enemy,  from  any  attempt  which  ir.ight  be  made  to  re- 
take them  during  the  night.  Consequently,  we  slept  upon  our  arms 
in  tne  immediate  vicinity,  with  the  proper  picket  force  out  on  all 
sides  ;  but  no  demonstration  was  made  by  the  enemy.  Friday  morn- 
ing, at  dawn  of  day,  he  opened  upon  us  with  his  artillery,  and  the 
6r'e  was  continued  until  his  position  was  turned,  and  he  was  thus 
forced  to  abandon  it.  In  all  of  these  engagements,  however,  my 
men  were  but  little  exposed,  and  my  loss  was  very  slight — only  three 
men  being  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell.         • 

Friday  iffternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  we  were  put  into  the  fiiiht  at  Cold 
Harbor.  By  your  order,  my  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the  right 
of  the  road  ;  and,  in  this  order,  I  advanced  through  the  dense  woods 
in  which  the  enemy  were  posted.  A  small  ravine,  deep  and  boggy, 
compelled  us  to  flank  still  further  to  the  right.  By  this  means,  I 
became  sepaVated  from  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  (which  had  been 
formed  on  the  left,)  and,  for  a  long  time,  was  wholly  without  assist- 
ance in  my  attempts  upon  the  enemy's  position.  Again  and  again 
was  that  position  assailed,  and  again  and  again  were  we  repulsed,  by 
vastly  sup^ior  numbers.  Regiment  after  regiipent,  sent  into  the 
same  attack,  shared  the  same  fate  ;  and  it  was  not  until  late  in  the 
afternoon,  when  tUe  continuous  arrival  of  fresh  troops  had  given  us 
something  like  an  equality  of  forces,  that  any  decided  impression  was 
made  upon  the  enemy.  His  position  was  carried*  in  that  late  general 
charge,  which  swept  his  whole  army  from  the  field  in  a  perfect  raut. 
In  this  fi^ht  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  my  regi- 
ment.-' The  positi(A  of  the  enemy  was  such  that  we  were  exposed  to 
a  heavy  tire  from  tire  flank,*  as  well  as  from  the  front;  and,  though 
the  regiment  was  frequently  broken  and  compelled  to  fall  back,  yet  I 
did  not  once  lose  the  command  of  it.  The  men  reformed  with  alac- 
rity, and  my  commands  were  obeyed  with  the  promtness,  if  not  the 
•precision  of  drill.  My  loss,  in  killei  and  wounded,  was  sixty-eight. 
Nothing  but  the  thickness  of  the  woods  saved  us  from  total  destruction 
in  our  first  unassisted  eft'orts  upon  the  enemy's  position.     Saturday, 
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we  "were  engaged  in  the  work  of  burying  the  dead.  Sunday  morn- 
ing, we  crossed  to  the  south  of  the  Chickahominy  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  Monday,  the  pursuit  was  continued,  until  we  engaged  the 
enemy  at  Frazier's  Farm.  Here  my  regiment  joined  the  brigade 
in  the.  series  of  churges  upon  the  enemy's  batteries.  Without  «i  sign  of 
faltering,  shouting  the  battle  cry  of  "  Stfinewall,"  which  they  adopted 
of  their  own  accord,  they  advanced  across  two  open  fields  in  the  face 
of  a  perfect  shower  of  grape  and  musketry,  until  thoy  reached  a, 
small  ravine,  (traversed  by  a  fence,)  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
enemy's  line  of  battle.  Taking  advantage  of  this  slight  shelter,  they 
maintained  themselves  in  this  poi^ition  until  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments, when  they  joined  in  the  general  charge,  which  won  the  bat- 
teries. My  loss  here  was  very  heavy  :  killed  and  wounded,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  among  them  First  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Hoostm,  cf 
company  I,  and  tny  sergeant-major,  A.  Dumone,  both  of  them  young 
men  of  brilliant  prospects,  and  as  gallant,  as  daring,  as  devoted  to 
the  cause  as  any  officer  in  the  Confederate  service.  Tuesday,  at 
Malvern  Hill,  we  were  marched  to  the  field,  but  were  held  in  reserve, 
and  had  no  opportunity  to  deliver  a  fire.  Three 'of  my  men,  how- 
ever, were  wounded  by*  fragments  of  shell.  My  total  loss  has  been 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four  in  killed  and  wounded — a  detailed  state- 
ment having  already  been  furnished  you.  When  it  is  stated  that  I 
entered  the  series  of  battles  with  less  than  four  hundred  men,  it  will 
be  seen  tliat  the  proportion  is  very  heavy. 

That  there  were  many  stragglers'  from  the  field  of  ^battle,  is  not  to 
be  denied.  There  fcave  been  stragglers  from  every  field  since  the  war 
began.  As  a  geireral  rule,  however,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  men 
fought,  throughout  the  whole  army,  as  if  each  individual  were  tho- 
roughly impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  was  necessary  that  we  should 
be  victorious  in  the  field  before  Richmond.  Amid  this  army  of  heroes, 
I  have  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  Avith  my  regiment.  Whether  on  a 
march  or  in  the  field  exposed  to  fatigue  and  privation,  in  the  midst  cf 
danger,  and  in  the  face  of  death,  they  were  cheerful  and  obedient, 
pr-ompt  and  daring  No  order  was  given  that  they  did  not  cheerfully 
and  faithfully  atfhmpt  to  execute.  Where  all  behaved  well,  it  is  difS- 
cult  to  make  distinction.  My  fiehl  and  staff  did  their  full  duty.  Still  I 
desire  to  make  special  mention  of  my  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Thomas  J. 
Pender.  He  was  every  where  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight ;  cool  and 
courageous,  encouraging  the  men  and  directing  them  in  their  duty. 
His  services  were  invaluable.  I  desire,  also,  to  make  special  men- 
tion of  Captains  Savage  Birry,  McLaurin  Gore,  and  Byrne.  Thoy 
were  all  conspicuous  in  the  discharge  of  thgir  duties,  and  all  wounded 
on  the  field,  the  last  three  very  seriously,  Captain  Byrne  having  lost 
an  arm. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient,  kc, 

ROBERT  H   COWAN, 
Colonel,  commanding  \Sth  N.    C.    T. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  EDWARDS  OF  THE    PART  TAKEN. 
BY  THE  THIRTEENTH  REGIMENT    SOUTH    CAROLINA 
•    VOLUNTEERS. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  REcrsrENT,  S.  C.  V.,  ) 

July  18,  1862.  '  J 

Captain  A.  C.  Haskell,  A.  A.   General: 

I,  The  thirteenth,  numbering  four  hundred  and  thirteen  (413)  men, 
reached  the  scene  of  action  near  Mechanics ville.  and  Beaver  Dam 
crefk,  at  half  past  six,  P.  M.,  on  the  2Gth  June,  fonaed  line  of  battle 
and  remained  under  fire  oC  shot  and  shell  untill  nine,-  P.  M.,  when 
tlic  firing  ceased,  and  then  bivouacked  for  the  night,  on  the  spot.  No 
casuulties.  ,  ■    ' 

IL  In  the  action  at  Beaver  Dam,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  my 
regiment  numbered  four  hundred  and  fom'teen  (414.)  The  fire  of. 
bhpt  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  battery  beyond  the  creek  opened  at 
four,  xA.  M,,  sweej^ing  across  our  position,  and  continued  until  forty 
minutes  after  five,  when  we  advanced  half' a  mile  to  the  Mechanics- 
ville  turnpike,  halted  and  loaded.  •  Under  orders  to  support  Colonel 
Barnes,  twelfth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  I  advanced  in 
that  attitude  to  the  bridge  across  the  creek,  (thirty  five  minutes  after 
seven,  A.  ISI.,')  where  a  brief  delay  occurred  to  repair  the  bridge. 
Crossing  as  soon  .as  the  work  was  completed,  I  pursued  the  march 
directly  on,  alopg  the  road  to  Walnut  Grove  church,  where,  at  ten 
minutes  after  nine,  A.  M.,  the  command  batted  uiftil  ten  o'clock,  A. 
M.     No  casualties. 

III.  In  the  action  near  Powhite  cVeek,  about  noon  on  the  27th,  my 
regiment  numbered  four  hundred  and  fourteen  (414.)  Under  former 
orders  extended,  I  moycd,  supporting  Colonel  Barnes,  forming  line  of 
battle  at  twelve,  M.  While  the  froiit  of  the  brigad:.-  was  actually  en- 
gaging the  enemy,  I  moved  on  in- position  assigned  me,  through  some 
camps  of  the  enemy,  to  the  road  near  its  crossina^ki  bridge)  over  tlie 
creek.     Halted  while  the  bridge  was  being  repairs. • 

Ct'ijualties. — Wounded  one. 

IV.  Into  the  action  at  Gaines'  fq^rm,  or  Cold  Harbor,  my  regiment^ 
went  with  fo'jr  hundred  and  thirteen   (413)    men      Under   orders  to 
support  Colonel  Hamilton,  first  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers^ 

I  moved  forward  at  two,  P.  M.,  from  the  Powhite  creek,  eastward,  to- 
vfnvds  the  strong  posiiion  held  by  the  enemy.  Near  i\\i  outset  of  thia 
advance,  I  lost  some  men.  After  a  brief  pause,  by  order,  the  forward 
movement  was  continued  iTutil  m'C  reached  a  ravine  and  brook  between 
the  position,  about  this  time  assumed  by  Captain  Crenshaw's  field 
artillery,  and  the  main  front  of  the  enemy.  This  halt  of  the  brigade 
was  at  forty  minutes  aftc-r  two,  P.  M.  The  fire  .under  which  my  regi- 
ment remained  here,  was  very  heavy,  and  from  the  ordering  forw.ard 
of  the  commands  of  Colonels  Hamilton,  ]Marshall*and  Barnes,  it  was 
double  fire  from  front  and  riglit.  Being  ordered  to  hold  the  position 
*efiigned  me  along  the  brook,  until  Colonel  Hamilton  should  fall  back. 
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I  helil  the  position  and  awaited  that  event.  ,My  instructions  were  to 
hold  the  position,  and  be  ready  when  Colonel  Ilarailton  fell  back,  and 
then  to  pour  a  destructive  volley  into  the  enemy  as  he  emerged  from 
the  pines  ;  that.-Colonel  Hamilton  at  that  juncture,  would  take  posi- 
lion  in  my  rear  to  support  me,  ACter  occupying;  this  exposed  posi- 
tion— exposed  by  reason  of  the  apparently  unimpeded  fire  of  small  arras 
pouring  constantly  upon  us  as  before  F.tated — for  an  hour  or  so,  without 
the  appearance  of  Colonel  Hamilton  or  his  command,  and  finding  my 
regiment  severely  pressed  and  partly' surrounded  by  the  enemy  upon 
my  right,  where  I  had  expected  the  regiments  of  our  own  brigade, 
and  finding  the  availability  of  my  left  wing  materially  interfered  with 
by  the  bog  and  undergrowth,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  change  my  position 
elightly.  I  accordingly  ordered  forward,  as  skirmiehers',  my  right 
company,  diiving  the  enemy  from  that  wood,  and,then  threw  my  regi- 
ment a  few  yaids  across  the  brook,  with  a  vi3w  of  protecting  my  right  . 
(in  case  of  a  repetition  of  the  enemy's  farmer  movement)  and  as  tho 
best  means  of  holding  my  position  as  ordered,  for  the  purpose  indicated 
in  that  order.  The  brook  is  passible  at  only  two  or  three  places  in  the 
position  occupied,  so  that  a  regular  movement  in  line  was  impracticable. 
In  the  confusion  produced  by  this  circumstance,  by  the  din  of  incgssant 
cannon  and  small-arm  firing,  and  other  noise  incident  to  battle,  my 
commands  could  not  be  heard  perfectly,  and  the  irregular  nature  of 
the  ground  and  the  undergrowth  caused  a  separation  of  tho  wings  of 
ray  command.  Major  Farrow,  with  the  right  and  centre  compauies, 
in  a  few  minutes  reported  to  Brigadier  General  Gregg,  near  by,  and 
under  orders  frona  him,  took  position  on  another  part  of  the  field,  A 
fragment  of  three  companies  of  the  It  ft,  under  my  command,  remained 
on  the  ground  until  night  and  victory  closed  the  action.  Bivouacked 
on  the  field. 

Casualties. — Killed,  4  ;  wounded,  44.  Total,  48.  casualties.  Since 
dead,  4. 

V.  My  regiment  went  into  action  near  Willis'  church,  Monday  the 
30th  June,  numbering  three  hundred  and  forty-two  (342)  men.^  At 
half-past  five,  V.  M.,  we  halted  in  a  wood  adjacent  to  the  action,  and 
were,  for  nearly  an  hour,  under  a  sporadic  fire  of  shells,  by  which  I 
lost  one  man  killed.  At  half-past  six,  the  brigade  moved  forward  to 
the  immediate  scene  of  the  battle.  My  regiment  moved,  under  same 
orders,  to  ihe  left,  by  successive  stages,  halting  fre('j\iently.  About  half- 
past  seven,  loaded,  fixed  bayonets,  and  when  it  n«ared  the  front  of  the 
supposed  enemy,  under  a  galling  fire  of  small  arms  in  front,  it  was 
ordered  to  form  in  close  column  of  companies,  and  charge  bayonets 
through  a  dense  copse.  This  movement  was  arrested  to  enijuire  defi-. 
nitely  whether  friend.-*  or  enemy  were  before  us,  for  darkness  utterly 
prevented  our  distinguishing  by  ei^ht.  Incjuirry  seemetl  to  result  ia 
determining  that  our  friends  were  before  us,  and  I  was  ordered  to* 
move  by  the  right,  and  reform  in  the  road  from  which  the  charge  wa& 
made,  which  1  did  promp^:|y,  an<l  bivouacked  there  for  the  night. 

VI.  My  regiment  numbered  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (2ft9)  in 
the  action  at  .Ylalvcrn  Hill  or  Crew's  farm,  on  the  1st  July.  At  five, 
P.  M.,  w-e  were  marched,  with  some   halts,  perhaps  -two  miles,  to  a 
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position  near  the'  road,  where  our  line  of  battle  was  formed  about 
eight,  P.  M.  Here  we  were  under  sporadic  fire  of  shells  until  about 
half-past  nine,  when  the  action  closed.  We  ^then  returned  to  our 
bivouac.     No  casualties. 

General  summary. — Grand  total,  killed,  5;  wounded,  60.     Grand 
total  casualties,  65;  Bince  dead  5;  deaths,  10. 

The  conduct  and  bearing  of  my  regiment,  oflScers  and  men,  in  these 
actions  were,  with  a  fev,-  exceptions,  highly  commendable.  They  were 
Steady,  cool,  prompt  and  ready.  Under  the  most  trying  ordeal  of  rc- 
'ceiving  a  severe  fire  for  hours  without  returning  it,  they  proved  them- 
selves efficient  soldiers,  and  worthy  our  great  cause. 
.  Reepectfully  submitted, 

0.  E.  EDWARDS, 
Coljpnel  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MAYO. 

Headquarters  Forty- seventh  Virginia  Rf.giment,  > 

July  15th,   18G2.      ] 

Brigadier  General  C.  W.  Field, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Light  division  : 

General;  I  have  the  honor  hereby  to  report  the  action  of  tho' 
forty-seventh  Virginia  regiment  in  the  recent  engagements  before 
Richmond.  With  the  rest  of  th^  brigade,  we  crossed  the  Chicka- 
ihominy  at  Meadow  Bridge  on  Thursday  evening,  June  26th,  Nothing 
of  importancQ  occurred  until,  arriving  near  Mechanicsvillo,  we  were 
opened  upon  by  the  enemy's  batteries  and  exposed  to  a  most  galling 
fire  until  late  at  night,  without  being  able  to  return  a  shot.  Our 
casualties  at  this  place  were  ten  in  number,  including  two  captains. 
iQn  the  next  morning  (Friday,  27th)  we  marched  in  the  direction  of 
iCold  Harbor,  and  again  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  Pow.hite  creek, 
|in  a  very  strong  position.  It  was  represented  by  some  that  it  was 
'impossible  to  cross  the  creek  opposite  to  our  position,  though  this 
proved  afterwards  to  be  entirely  erroneous.  The  brigade  being  or- 
dered to  aillvance  in  a  double  line,  with  the  forty-seventh  in  front,  we 
approached  to  within  musket  range  and  opened  fire,  continuing  to 
advance  at  the  same  time.  But  no  sooner  had  we  commenced  firing 
than  the  second  line  also  opened"  fire,  and,  finding  it  impossible  to 
check  it,  I  was  obliged  to  make  my  men  lie  down  whilst  loading,  and 
even  then  I  had  several  men  killed  and  wounded  by  my  friends  in  tho 
rear.  *Among  the  latter  was  Captain  Green,  a  most  gallant  and  effi- 
cient ofllicer.  We  remained  upon  the  ground  until  our  ammunition 
"^  =  expended,  and  then  retired  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  about  eighty 

Is  in  our  rear.  Our  casualties  at  this  place  were  thirty-four,  the 
Dumber  engaged  being  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  rank  and 
file.  We  did  not  again  participate  in  an  engagement  until  Monday, 
'  Ii,  when  we  were  called  on,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  to  advance 
upon  two  batteries  of  the  enemy  that  had  been  taken  by  General 
Longstreet's  division,  but  Avhich  had  been   recaptured.     The  forty- 

uth,  with  the  sedud  Virginia  batialion,  were  ordered  to  advance 

.,    u  the  battery  on  the  left  of  the  road,  which  they  did,  charging  it 

immediately  in  front,  and  exposed  to  a  raking  fire  of  grape  and  can- 

i°*-  r  for  three-quarters  of  a  mile.     As   soon  as   we   got  within  short 

ket  range  we  opened  fire,  continuing  to  advance  at  the  same  time, 
ani  soon  drove  the  cannoneers  from  their  pieces.  Wo  followed  them 
up  until  we  arrived  at  apposition  abf)ut  fifty  yards  beyond  their  bat- 
tery, when  we  were  opened  upon,  both  on  our  right  and  left  fianks, 
by  a  very  severe  fire.  Our  forces  in  all  not  amounting  to  three  hun- 
dred, a  nalt  was  called  to  await  reinforcements,  and  in  the  meantime, 
»t  the  suggestion  of  some  one  whose  name  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  out,  one  of  the  enemy's  guns  was  trained  to  the  left,  tho  firo 
from  tjiat  quarter  being  much  the  hottest,   and    a  fire  opened  upon 
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them.     The  fire  from  the  front  having   nearly  ceased,  vrhile   that  on 
the  right  and  left  still  continued,  I  caused  my  command  to  be  formed 
IQ  the  road,  so  as  to  protect  the  battery  from  either  of  those  direc- 
tions.    About  this.time  you  rode  up,  for  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
ns?  to  cease  firing  the  cannon,  as  we  might  injure  some  of  our  friends 
in  ndvancc.     It  was  then  quite  dark.      Shortly  after   we  ceased  firing 
tlie  cannon,  aud  yuu  had  ri(iJen  off  to  another  portion  of  the  brigade,  !< 
the  .sounds  of  horses'  hoofs  were  heard  advancing  from  the  direction 
of  the  enemy,  and  tne  regiment  was" cautioned  to  be   on  their  guard. 
They  turned  out  to  be  four  horsemen,  who,  riJtng   up   upon  our  left, : 
.enquired    who    we    were,     I    oalled'out   at   the    top  •  of    my  "voice, 
'♦Friends,"  but  some    one    on    tl\e    left   having    unwittingly  called . 11 
'*.Forty-.sevenih  Virginia  regiment,"  two  of  the  party   turned  back 
and  rode  off  at  a  double-quick  do^vn  the  road.     They  were  instantly 
fired  at,  and   one  of  them,  who  turned    out  afterwards  to    be   Major 
JJid. lie,  aiijutant  general  .to   General   Macall   or   McCall,  was  killed. 
The  other  tvro  were  captured,  and   turned  out  to   be    Major  General' 
McCall  and  one  of  his  couriers.     They   were  both  immediately  sent 
to  the  rear.     Notjiing  more  of  importance  that  night,  and  wc  .were 
not  actively  engaged  on  Tuesday,  though  somewhat  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  artillery.     The  casualties  in   this  engagement  were  thirty- 
four,  the  total  number  engaged  being  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  rank 
i^wi  tile,  making  the  total  number  of  casualties  in   all   th»ee.  engage- 
ments seventy-eight.     The  conduct  of  those  wh^  remained  with  their 
ri'giraent  was  so  uniformly  good  that  I   find   it  almost   impossible  tq 
make  any  distinctions.     1,  however.,  make  the  following  recomraendaJii 
lions  for  promotion:   Private   T,  V,    Sanford,  company  E,  clerk  io|; 
cohimis.>jary  (iepartmcnt,  to  the  place  of  second  lieutenant  in  company- 

D,  in  which  there  are   two  vacancies;  private  Schooler,  conrpany   I,, 
color-bearer,  to  be  made  color-sergeaut,  and  private  Mason,  company 

E,  to  be  made  sergeant  in  said  company. 

Very  respectfully  submitted,  1 

ROBERT  M.  MAYO,        '\ 
Colonel  Forty-seventh'  Virginia  regiment. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  EDMONDS. 

Headquarters  Thirty-eighth  Va.  Volunteebp,  ) 
August  15,  1862.  S 

Colonel  R.  II.  Chilton,  A.  A.  General:     ,, 

Sir  :  ILn-ing  been  absent  for  some  weeks  aftet  the  engagement  at 
Malvern  Hill,  July  1st,  M^GI,  the  last  of  the  series  of  battles  around 
Richmond,  on  account  of  sickness,  I  beg  lenve  to  submit  the  follovr- 
ing  report  of  the  purt  ray  regiment  acte<l  on  that  occasion,  and  re- 
spectfully request  that  it  be  filed  with  the  report  of  the  General  com- 
mandinl^  as  I  consider  the  report  furnished  by  Major  J.  R,  Ciibflji 
incomplete  in  many  parficilars  : 

My  regiment  (the  thirty-eighth  Virginia  volunteers,)  formed  the 
advance  of  Brigadier  General  L.  A.  Ar.raistead's  brigade,  General 
Huger's  division,  which  was  the  leading  brigade  on  that  day.  We 
proceeded,  cautiously  feeling  our  way,  and  reconnoitering  diligently, 
to  prevent  falling  unexpectedly  upon  the  enemy,  who  niiglit  have  been 
in  ambush,  in  many  of  the  swamps  and  thick  woods  fronting  Mnlvera 
Hill..  We  soon  became  awnre  of  his  presence,  wiien  wo  were  formed 
in  thfe  woods  opposite  to  his  position  and  skirmishers  thrown  out 
frorn-each  regiment  to  feel  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  learn  some- 
what the  strength  of  his  position  and  nundiers,  my  skirmishers  being 
under  the  corcmund  of  M!)jor  J.  II.  C-jbrll.  The  skirmishers  soon 
engaged  the  enemy,  each  holding  his.  position,  no  orders,  as  yet,  hav- 
ing been  given  to  advance.  Daring  the  sldrmishing.  General  Arrais- 
tcad  and  myself  reeonnoitered  the  position  of  the  enemy,  from  a  good 
Btand  point,  .^nd,  with  the  assistance  of  a  strong  glass,  readily  detected 
his  presence,  in  force,  and  the  adviintagos.  of  his  position.  Major 
Generals  Magruder  and  LongstreLt  came  up  in  turn  and  observed  the 
enemy  frcm  the  several  points  to  which  1  conducted  them,  and  left, 
'perfectly  satisfied,  'as  I  supposed,  of  the  impossibility  of  charging 
them  from  the  position,  which  our  advance  (Armisteart's  brigade)  held, 
unless  supported  by  a  large  nipount  of  artillery,  as  General  Magru- 
der remirked,  ^'it  would  take  thirty  pieces  of  the  heaviest  calibre." 
This,  I  supposed,  had  been  determined  npon,  as  the  Colonc  Is  com- 
manding the  regiments,  were  immediately  ordered  to  pull  down  the 
fencing  in  their  front  preparatory  to  advancing  our  skirmishers,  ^p- 
ported  by  ihc  rgimental  reserves,  so  as  to  force  back  theeneray's 
ekirmi^hers,  with  a  view  of  bringing  up  our  artillery.'  So  soon  as 
the  fencing  was  removed,  the  ord<^r  was  given  to  drive  in  the  enemy, 
which  was  being  done  in  the  most  successful  manner,  wiien  I  received 
^t  order,  or  rather,  General  Annistcad,  with  hat  off  and  arm  uplifted, 
iraved  us  to  rharge,  where  and  npon  wh:\t  I  was  at  a  lo^^s  to  imagine. 
It  could  not  have  been  to  support  our  skirmishers  ;  they  needeij  none, 
for  they  were  driving  the  enemy's  pickets  before  them.  It  could  only 
then  have  been  the  main  posiiim  of  the  enemy  upon  which  we  were 
to  charge.     The  charge  was  made  moet  gallantly,  by  roy  regiment,  a 
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portion  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifty-third  Virginia  regiments,  under 
the  lead  of  their  respective  Colonels,  up  the  hill,  across  the  extensive 
plateau,  and  through  the  valley,  until  we  arfived  at  the  hill  nearest 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  We  were  here  supported  by  a  Georgia 
rciraent,  who  having  charged  under  mistaken  orders,  were  returned 
to  their  original  position  with  General  Wright's  brigade.  Thus  it 
was  that  my  regiment,  with  a  part  of  the  fourteenth,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  captain,  a  part  of  the  fifty-third,  Colonel  Tomlin,  held  this 'i 
advanced  position  fo^  three  hours,  awaiting  orders.  Receiving  none, 
I  sent.  Major  Cabell  to  General  Armistead,  asking  orders,  who  re- 
turned with  instructions  that  we  must  hold  our  position,  and  that  re- 
inforcements would  soon  be  at  hand.  I  am  proud  to  say  we  did  hold- 
cur  position,  through  all  the  storm  of  bullets,  canister,  grape,  shell, 
with  occasional  shells  from  the  huge  pieces  playing  upon  u?,  from  the 
gunboats,  until  we  saw  the  gallant  Wright,  with  hat  off,  and  glitter- 
ing blade,  leading  his  brigade  across  the  hill,  to  our  support.  New 
life  was  infused  among  those  wearied  with  watching  and  waiting. 
Every  man  was  at  his  post,  loud  shouts  of  welcome  rent  the  air;  all 
sprang  to  their  feet,  feeling  certain  of  victory,  with  such  a  support. 
Being  the  ranking  Colonel  of  the  brigade,  (Colonel  Hodges  being 
stunned,  and  having  his  bearil  singed  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  when 
just  emerging  from  the  woods,)  General  Armistead  being  absent,  I 
gave  the  order  to  charge,  which  was  most  gallantly  performed  by  all 
engaged.  Again  leading,  closely  ibllowed  by  Wright's  brigade,' until 
we  reached  the  musket  range  of  the  enemy's  supports  to  his  artillery, 
where  the  fire  from  both  became  so  galling,  a  momentary  pause  en- 
sued;  six  times  was  the  attempt  made  to  charge  the  batteries  "by  the 
regiments  of  Armi.stead's  brigade,  just  mentioned,  and  as  many  times 
did  they  fail  for  want  of  support  on  the  left,  involving  the  necessity 
of  falling  back  a  short  distance  under  cover  of  the  brow,  of  the  hill. 
Every  man  behaved  most  nobly  on  that  occasion.  All,  officers  and 
men,  heedless  of  the  deadly  fire  to  which  they  were  exposed,  seemed 
only  intent  upon  gaining  the  enemy's. position.  I  have  the  painful 
duty  to  announce  the  loss  of  my  color  .sergeant,  L.  P.  11  Tarpley, 
■firyt  color-corporal  C.  Gilbert,  and  private  i'arker,  company  F,  who 
fell  upon  the  field,  while  bearing  the  colors,  in  advance  of  the  regi- 
ment, auring  the  charges  made.  Color-corporals  W.atkins,  Barling- 
ton  and  Gregory,  were  severely  wounded,  each  in  turn,  as  they 
{i^raspf^d  the  colors.  They  were  then  seized  by  Lieutcuai:''  ""olinel 
Whuile,  who  was  badly  wounded,  and  compelled  to  retire.  Captain 
Daniel,  volunteer  officer,  commanding  company  F,  then  took  them, 
and  he,  too,  fell,. severely  woundtd  in  three  places,  and  was  borne 
from  the  field.  .1  then  took  them  for  a  while,  ctnd  when  in  the  act  of 
handing  them  over  to  the  only  remaining  color , guard,  who  claimed 
the  ri.^ht  to  carry  them,  the  stnff  was  shattered,  the  flag  falling,  but 
not  upon  the  ground,  it  was  caught  by  color-corporal  William  Bo-, 
hannon,  who  stuck  it  upon  his  musket,  and  gallantly  bore  it  the  re- 
maimlor  .of  the  fight.  I  beg  to  mention  particularly  all  of  my  color 
guard,  as  deserving  the  highest  commendation,  and  would  recommend 
that  bomo  distinctive  badge  be  given  them.     I  also  desire  to  retura> 
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my  thanks  to  Lieutenant   Colonel  P.  B.  Whittle,  who  acted  his  part 
most    gallantly,  proving  himself  worthy  of   the  position  he  held — 
daring  all  things,  fearing  nothing.     Volunteer  Captain  R.  T.  Daniel 
performed  every  duty  in  the  most  creditable  manner.     Though  among 
strangers,  his  deeds  won  their  confidence  and  respect,  and  attested  his 
gallantry.     I  observed  him,  particularly  when  waving  the  .colors  and 
urging  the  men  forward,  not  a  muscle  or  nerve  betraying. a  want  of 
firmness.     Calmness  and  composure  was  expressed  in  every  lineament 
of  his   countenance,  and  there    stood,  like   a*  veteran,  until   pierced 
three  times  by  the  enemy's  balls.     Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  this 
brave  young  officer,  who  thus  showed  his  willingness  to  serve  his  coun- 
try, and  determination  to  expel  the  enemies  of  her  peace  and  dignity. 
To  the  officers  and  men  of  company  A,  commanded  by  Captain  D.,  C. 
Townes ;  company    B,    Junior    Second   Lieutenant  James   Warren ; 
company  C,  First  Lieutenant  A.  Anderson ;  company  D,  First  Lieu- 
tenant N.  D.  Price  ;  company  E,  Captain  T.  M.  Tyree  ;  company  F, 
Captain  R.  T.  Daniel ;   company  G,  Captaiii  H.  L.  Lee^  and  company 
K,  Captain  G.  R.  Griggs,  I  return  my  hearty  thanks,  more  particu- 
larly  because  of  their   ready  co-operation  and   willing  obedience  to 
every  order,  and  their  conspicuous  gallantry,  while   urging  forward 
their   men    through    such    destructive  fire.     Major  J.  R.  Cabell  also 
performed  his  duty  in   a  highly  creditable  and  satisfactory  manner,^ 
and  behaved  with  coolness,  while  in  charge  of  the  skirmishers    and 
when  sent   for   instructions  to    General  Armstead  at   a  subsequent 
period.     My  adjutant,  A.  G.  Smith,  was  always  at  his  post,  and  with 
a  calmness  and  composure,  and. utter  disregard  of  danger,  peformed 
bis  duty  in  a  manner  reflecting  the  highest  honor  and  praise.     The 
other  officers  present  behaved  well,  and  performed  their  duty  like  men. 
Lieutenant  N    D.  Price,  commanding  company  D,  who  fell  mortally 
wounded,  at  the   head  of  his   company,  performed  his  duty,  on  this 
occasion,  as  on  all  others,  with  marked  coolness  and  bravery.     He 
died  as  he  had  lived,  a  bright  and  shining  ornament  to  society  and 
his  church.     He  lived  a  Christian  ;  he  died  a  hero  and  martyr.     N(y 
man   or  officer  fell  on   that   occasion  with   more  honor,  or  deserving 
more  undying  laurels.     My  surgeon,  James  N.  Macalpine,  and  As- 
sistant .Surgeon   T.  W.  White,  are   deserving   the  highest   prnise  for 
their   unremitting  attention  to  the  wounded — the  one  for  the  faithful 
manner  he  followed  his  regiment,  bearing  off  the  wounded,  amid  the 
leaden  hail;  the  other  for  the  scientific  and  untiring  'uanror  he  per- 
formed  his  duties.     Such  was   their   attention  and  assiduty,  that  the 
wounded  were  moved   from  the  field,  their  wounds  dressed  and  cared 
for,  and  all  sent   to  the   hospitals,  in   the  early   morning.     The  one 
snatched  them  from  the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  the  other  from  the  jaws 
of  death.     Each   proved   themselves  with   hearts   to  sympathise  with 
the  wounded,  and  hands  ready  and  willing  to  offer  every  assistance. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  C.  EDMONDS, 
•  Cdonel  Thirty-Eighth  Virginia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF*  MAJOR  CABELL. 

HKVDQUARTERsTHiaTV'ElGHTH  ReGIMENT  ViRGINIA  VoL.9.,  } 

July  II,  1863,      j 

Captain  J.*D.  Darden' 

A.  A.  General,  Fourth  Brigade,' Huger^s  Division  ; 

Sir  :  I  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  tfie  thirty -eighth  Virginia  rcgiraeint  in  the  engagemeut  -with 
the  enemy  at  Malvern  Hill,  July  1.  1862: ' 

1  with  fifty  men,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  was  ordered  to  proceed 
to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  to  watch  and  report  the  movements  ol  tho 
enemy.  Soon  after  which  I  was  ordered  to  pull  down  the  fence,  and 
advance  my  lines,  which  was* accordingly  being  done,  when  Colonel 
Edmonds  came,  up  with-  the  regiment,  in  single  file,  with  orders  to 
charge  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  drive  them  in,  and  hold  the  hill  far 
enough  in  advance  for  ou**  artillery  to  got  position,  and  play  upon 
the  enemy.  The  -charge  was  wtll  executed  ;  and,  as  the  regiment  came 
up,  1  ordered  my  command  to  join  in  with  it,  and  the  enemy  were 
driven  pell-mell  before  them  ;  and'we  held  our  position  from  twelve, 
o'clock,  M.,- until  about  half  pa.-t  6ve  o'clock,  P.  M.,  v^hen  Generala 
Mahone  and  Wright  cume  up  with  their  brigades.  The  ot-der  v/as 
given  to  charge,  which  was  obejed  with  promptness  and  alacrity,  the 
thirty-eighth  being  on  the  right,  and.leading  the  charge".  After  get- 
ting in  about  seventy- five  yards  of  the  enemy,  they  were  halted,  and 
commenced  a  terrific  fire,  after  which  the  order  was  again  given  to 
charge,  which  the  men  did  most  gallantlv — 'ittempted  five  separate 
and  dit^Mnct  charge?,  hut  were  compelled  to  fall"  back,  for  the  double 
re_a8on  of  not  being  supported  on  the  left  and  the  heavy  roiuforce- 
mcnts  coming-  up  to  tlie  support  of  tjie  enemy  The  regiujent  re- 
mained upon  the  advanced  line  until  ni^jhtfall,  when  they  were  with- 
drawn by  Colonel  Edmonds,  after  all  the  ammunition  had  been 
exhausted.  The  men  all  jhe  time  displayed  great  individual  coolness, 
courage  and  gallantry,  doing,  during  the  Avhole  fight,  the  moht  terri- 
ble execution. 

Our  color-sergeant,  L,  II.  P.  Taplcy,  to  v;hom  the  colors  ■were 
given  upon  the  battle- fi(^d  at  Seven  Pines  by  Major  General  D.  H. 
Ilill,  which  he  promised  he  would  carry  until  he  fell,  did  not  falsify 
'his  word.  lie  always  kept  the  colors  in  advance — the' last  order' 
given  him  being  to  move  slower.  The  colors  were  then  taken. suc- 
cessively by  color-corporals  Colrnelius-  Gilbert,  mortally  wounded— 
since  died — C.  C.  Gregory,  John'  Bullington  and  L.  D.  Waikina,  all 
severely  wounded.-  Private  Church  well  Patker,  company  P,.  ihen 
took  tliem,  and  was  almost  instantly  killed.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Whittle  then  took  the  colors,  and  gallantly  bore  them  forward,  when 
he,  too,  whilst  continually  in  advance  of  the  regiment,  was  eeverely 
woundfd,  having  the  larger  bone  in  one  arm  broken  Captain  R.  T. 
Daniel,  adjutant  fifth  Kentucky  regiment,  being  on  furltjugb*,  volun- 
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teer^d  for  the  fight,  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  company  F, 
grasped  the  colors,  and  coolly  ami  calmly  waving  them,  appeared  not 
to   be  moving  a  muscle,  save  the  &otion  of  his  arm.      lie  was  calling 
on   the  coijjpany,  which  he  so  well  commanded,  to  rally  around  them 
When  he  fell,  pierced  with  three  balls.     As  he  fell,  he  drove  the  staff 
into  the  ground,  still  hoi  iiftg  on  to  it,  until  taken  from  him  by  Colo- 
nel Edmonds,  in  whose  hands  the  staff  was  soon  after  shot  with  grape,  . 
and   literally  shivered   into  -fragments.      The  colors  were  borne  from 
the  fitdd  by  the  only  remaining  color-corporal,  William  M.^U)han#(.»i, 
upon  a  UiU.«ket.   and,   upon*  examination,  were   found  to  have    been 
pierced  .in   fifty  places.      It  is  with   deep  sorrow  and  profound  regret 
that  ]  have  to  report  ihcde;ith  of  First  Lieutenant  Napoleon  D   Price, 
commanding  company   D,  >yho  tVll,  ^hot   thf()Ugh   the   bowels,  whilst 
gallantly  charging  in  advance  of  his  company,  calling  on  them'to  'ol- 
low  him.     He  was  a  gt-nerous,  high-toned^  honorable,  Christian  gen- 
tleman, and,  1  doubt  not,  is   n(|W  enjoying  peace  and  heavenly  re.^t. 
All  (lie  officers  of  tlie  regiment  beh;iv<:d  with  great  gallantry,  charg- 
ing,   in    eveiy   instance,    m  advance  of   their  respective   commands. 
ISuch  was  the  conduct  of   all  (he   officers,  that  I  feel  that  it  would  ho 
doing   injustice   to   mention  one  above    another;   and    I  feel  sure  all 
thev  desire  is  the  consciousness  of  having  done  their  duty,  which,  I 
cm'.^ure,all  sfiov/d  fid.      Colonel  Edmonds  and  Colonel  Whittle   may 
have  some  such  to  report;   if  so,  they  will  attend  to  it  at  some  future 
day.     The  number  reported  among  the  non  commissioned  officers  and 
prnates  for  individual  gallantly  is  so  large  that  1  cannot  give  it  with 
this.'    It,  however,  the   General  desires  it,  I  will  have  a  list  of  their 
haines  made  oiat  and  forwarded  to  him. 

1  am,  sir,  rei^pcctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  JOSEPH  R.  CABELL.      • 

,     Mojor  ccmmanding  Thiify-EiglUh  \  irginia  Htg-imtnt. 


REPORT  of  those  who  Distinguished  t'lpmseloes  in  the  Thirty -Eighth 
Virginia  Volaiiteers,  at  the  Battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  Irf0  2; 

dmpany  A. — Captain  Townes  reports  all  of  his  men  as  having 
fought  bravely  and  well,  particularly  private  George  A.  Finch. 

'  imipany  7^. -^Company  commander  absent.  Regimental  com- 
mander reports  all  as  having  fought  bravely.  Sergeant  W.  T.  Atkins, 
and  privates  Green,  Jones,  John  Arthur,  James  Dunn  and  George  J. 
Si.elion,  as  worthy  of  especial  mention 

(  ompnny  C — Lieutenant  Anderson   reports  all  as  having  behaved 

^^1  Sergeant    J.    J.    Cassada.  %olor-Corporal   William    Bohannon, 

priv}.te8  R    L.  Sneed,  A.M.  Simpson,  Alexander  Prewett,  Benjamin 
U.  Lewis,  Eli  J.  Lewis,  specially. 

'  inpnvy  D. — Lieutenant  Ilerndon  reports  all  as  having  behaved  so 
w;l    that  he  cannot  make  distinctions  without  doing  injustice. 

mpany  E — Captain  Tyrec  severely  wounde<i  and  absent.     Liou- 
ten  nt  Knight,  now  commanding,  reports  all  as  having  fought  bravely, 
30 
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*exoept  one  or  two,  and  reports  Sergeant  Miller,  privates  John  T,. 
Crown,  John  Davis,  Hillery  Bolten,  J.  C.  Clayton,  Larkin  Davis, 
Kilech  and  W.  II.  Howerton,  wounded. 

Company  F. — Captain  R.  T.   Daniel,  commander.     He  is  absent, 

woupded.     The  regimental  commander  reports  all   as  having  fought 

well,  except  one  or  two.     He  regards  privates  Churchwell  Parker  and 

.  Daniel  ITodnett,  who  were  killed,  and  private  Joseph  Singleton,  as 

worthy  of  special  mention. 

•  ^mpany^  G. — Captain  Lee  reports  the  company  as  having  behaved 
well.  He  desires  to  mention  the  following-named  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  as  having  displayed  individual  gallantry  :  Ser- 
geant H.  H.  Moore,  Cm-poral  Robert  F.  Mackasey,  privates  W.  W. 
(jraves,  Alexander  Gilcnrist,  Alexander  Nethery,  R.  D,  Riggins^ 
John  D.  Aigood,  Samuel  W.  Crowder,  JaYnes  Singleton,  George  T. 
Tucker,  C.  S:  Roft'e  and  Henry  Hoteln. 

Compavy  H. — The  regimental  comciander  reports  private  Dudley  aa 
worthy  of  special  mention. 

Company  I. — Captain  W.  W.  Wood  was  severely  shocked  by  a  bomb 
early  in  the  action.  The  regimental  commander  reports  all  as  having 
behaved  well.  • 

Company  K. — Captain  Griggs  reports  all  as  having  behaved  so  well 
that  he  cannot  mention  one  above  another  without  doing  injustice. 
The  regimental  commander  reports  the  color-sergeant  and  guard  as 
having, won  for  themselves  immortal  honor.  It  consisted  of  Sergeant 
L.  r.  H.  Tarpley,  killed,  whilst  gallj^tly  carrying  the  colors  in  ad- 
vance of  the  regiment ;  Color-Corporals  Cornelius  Gilbert,  mortally 
wounded,  since  dead,  for  the  satne  ;  Color-Corporals  L.  D.  Watkina, 
C.  0.  Gregory  and  John  Bullington,  for  gallantly  bearing  the  colors, 
in  turn,  in  ad^"ance  of  thd  regiment.  Color- Corporal  William  Bohan- 
non  behaved  gallantly,  and  brought  our  colors  from  the»field"upon  a 
mmsket,  the  staff  having  previously  been  shivered  into  fragments. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  CABELL, 
Major  commanding  Thirty-Eighth  Virgi7iia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DESHLER. 
*^ 
Camp  near  Swift  Creek,  July  15,  1868'. 

Brigadier  General  W.  ^.  Pendleton, 
•  ^Chiefcf  Artillery,  C.  S.  A.,  in  the  field  : 

General:  In  compliance  with  vour  letter  of  yesterday,  to  Gene- 
ral Holmes,  I  enclose,  herewith,*  a  report  of  the  number  of  batteries 
Berving'with  this  division: 

You  will  ^notice  in  the  column  of  remarks  opposite  to  Graham's  bat- 
tery,  that  that  battery  lost  two  guns  (one  rifled  Parrott  and  one  six- 
pounder)  near  Malvern  Cliff,  on  the  3s)th  June,  thougli  the  battery 
was  not  directly  in  action. 

Y>',hile  the  division  was  in  position  near  New  Market,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  3Uth,  I  received  directions  from  General  Holmes,  to  take 
six  rifle  guns  and  go  to  a  position  down  the  road,  towards  Malvern 
Cliff,  to  be  shown'tcvme  by  Captain  Meade,  cnginer  corps,  and  there 
to  open  upon  the  enemy.  Accordingly^  J  proceeded,  with  six  rifle 
guns,  taken  by  sections,  from  Brem's,  Branch's  and  French's  batte- 
ries, with  the  thirtieth  Virginia  as  a  support,  down  the  road  towards- 
(he  enemy's  position  on  Malvern  Cliflf.  Captain  Meade  accompanied' 
me,  and  designated  two  points  as  practicable  for  establishing  a  bat- 
tery. Upon  consultation  with  him,  and  also  Major  Stevens,  en^^i- 
neers,  I  selected  a  position,  and,  after  great  difficulty  succeeded. in 
getting  five  guns  in  battery.  This  difficulty  was  caused  by  a  heavy 
growth  of  forest  timber,  and  much  underbrush.  In  on'er  to  get  the 
guns  in  position  it  was  necessary  to  leave  the  road  and  go  for  some 
distance  through  a  thick  wood,  in  the  meantime,  whilst  I  was  thus 
occupied.  General  Holmes  had  brought  his  division  down  the  road,* to 
support  this  advanced  battery.  Being  in  front  myself,  I  saw  nothing 
of  the  batteries  until  ten,  P.  M  ,  of- that  night,  so  that  the  facts  I  now 
give  you  relative  to  the  loss  of  these  guns,  are  from  the  evidence  of 
others  and  not  from  my  own  personal  observation. 

As  soon  as  I  had  the  riile  gun  battery  in  positi'on,  and  received 
word  from  General  Holues  thai,  the  iarautiy  were  in  position  tosup- 
port  me,  I  opened  fire.  The"  enemy  immediately  responded  with  a 
very  large  battery,  or  rather  a  number  of  battcrie.-*,  situated  on  a 
commanding  oliff  or  hill.  Their  guns  occupied  such  Sin'  extent  of 
ground,  that  it  gave  them  almost  a  crossfire  upon  me.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  tell-accurately,  the  number  of  pieces  that  they  had  in  battery  ; 
I  tried  i6  count  them,  but  could  not  do  so,  as  they  made  such  a  smoke 
that  I  could  not  see  their  line  clearly.  I  judged  that  they  had  twe'^ity- 
five  to  thirty  pieces  playing  upon  my  lattery.  Being  so  much  su- 
perior to  me  in  metal,  after  about  an  hour's  firipg,  they  had  pretty 
well  disabled  my  battery,  so  many  men  being  wounded  that  the  guns 
could  not  be  properly  served,  and  it  being  necessary  to  disallle  the 
caissons  in  order  to  supply  the  pieces  with  horses.     One  or  two  iimberft 


468 

and  caissons  were  blown  up.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  ceased  firing, 
and  wilhdrew  my  pieces.  None  of  the  guns  or  caissons  which  were  in 
action  wtreloU;  but,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  unfortunately,  the  reserve 
batteries  were  so  situated  that  the  enemy's  shell  and  shot,  which  passed' 
over  my  battery,  fell  amongst  them  ;  in  addition,  they  were' exposed 
to  a  heavy  cross  fire  from  gunboats  in  James  river.  At  this  time, 
there  appears  to  have  been  very  bad  conduct- on  the  part  of  some  of 
the  artillery.  Graham's  battery  seems  to  have  completely  sfampedei,; 
the  pieces  and  caissons  got  entangled  amongst  the  trees,  and  some  of  the 
drivers  cut  their  traces  and  ran  off  upon  the  horses;  the  whole  thing 
resulting  in  the  loss  of  two  guns  and  three  caissons.  Of  all  this  I 
•was  totally  ignorant  until  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  at  night.  Cap- 
tain Graham  by  that  time  had  succeeded  in  collecting  some  of  his 
horses  and  men.  I  went  back  with  him,  and  endeavored  to  recover  his 
guns  and  caissons.  One  caisson  was  recovered,  being  near  the  road. 
The  remaming  carriages  it  was  found  impossible  to  find,  owing  to  the 
daikncss  and  the  pieces  being  off  the  road  in  a  thick  wood.  Captain 
Graham  went  back  in  the  morning,  but  reported  that  the  enemy's 
pickets  had  possession  of  the  ground.  He  went  again  after  the  en- 
«my  had  evacuted  their  position  on  Malvern  Hill,  but  found  that  his 
guns  had  been  taken  off;  he  thinks  they  were  taken  into  Richmond, 
under  the  supposition  that  they  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy; 
upon  tbispoint  I  cannot  even  give  an  opinion.  This  whale  matter 
will  be  made  the  subject  of  investigation,  as  General  Holmes  has  or- 
dered charges  to  be  preferred  against  the  officers  upon  whom,  at  pre- 
sent, the  responsibility  appears  to  rest. 

It  "is  with  pleasure  that  1  turn  from  the  relation  of  these  mortify- 
ing circumstances  in  order  to  call  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  de- 
partment the  gallant  conduct  of  the  few  officers  and  men  who  were 
under  my  immediate  command,  at  the  rifle  battery.  Captain  Branch, 
first  Lieutenant  Cooper,  of  French's  battery,  and  first  Lieutenant 
'Coleman,  of  Brem's  battery,  served  their  pieces  themselves,  and  did 
everything  that  men  could  do  to  encourage  their  men,  and  make  their 
fire  effective,  under  a  very  hot  fire,  from  a  much  larger  number  of  the 
■enemy's  guns.  Lieutenant  Cooper  was  wounded  severely,  but  de- 
clined to  leave  the  field,  until  positively  ordered  to  go  to  the  surgeon. 
After  he  was  disabled  Sergeants  Jeste  Newton  and  George  Newtoa 
Jiad  charge  of  the  two  pieces,  and  acted  very  gallantly.  Other  cases 
of  individual  good  conduct  I  witnessed,  but  cannot  give  names,  as  the 
m«n  were  mostly  strangers  to  me. 

Several  of  the  batteries  are  much  in  need  of  men;  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  sickness  amongst  them,  though  generally  not  of  a  serious  na- 
ture. I  have  directed  the  captains  of  batteries,  in  need  of  men,  to 
write  t^ie  officers  in  charge  of.  conscripts  of  their  respective  States,  and 
ask  them  to  forward  the  number  of  conscripts  necessary  to  fill  up 
their  batteries. 

General  Holmes  has  recommended  that  Cohoon's  battalion,  which 
has  ^bout  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  effective  men,  partly  from 
Virginia  and  partly  from  North  Carolina,  be  disbanded  as  an  infantry- 
battalion,  and  the  men  assigned  to  the  batteries  of  this  division. 
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If  his  recommendation  should  be  complied  with,  this  numberirould 
just  about  supply  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  DESHLER,    . 
*  Cohneland  Chief  of  Artillery ,  depH  N.  C. 


470 


a 


I 


»<  CO 
••^  CO 

*>  s 


>i 


o 

o 

•ft?  • 


£  s  a 

--OS 

In  c 
^9. 


O  3  « 

P.£§ 


"i  2  S  ^-       .»       n;.  "O  E   !» 


«^  ^£3  =,.«  ^  o  a  sT'  SB 

a-JisossS      o.tSo--a 

7  c"*  ^  S  *  "^a  9^ 
.  *  o  a  a  S  ^  i:^  p,ii, 

CT3  -  -  ■ 


1  "^'  '  ,-  c"*  a  w  »  w^  o  tie 
'•^.|'gSil2a£g^.ga 


aasoiiTig  saan^ 


^    !z; 


saiiig 


HDNi-aasHX 


•saidia  JioaaTd; 


saaziLiMOjj 
MaanflOd-SATaAix 


.  q  '^  q  x  ^  -e: 

5=    3       -fe-S-S 


o      o 


!2,    i?; 


'Buaatiaod-x^S 


Btni-9 


so  aaawajsj 


SAHoaja^  I'^'iox    § 


ajTTxg 


ivBj\i    Koaj 

'S  . 

.  "3) 

O 

■& 

u 

.3 

.  • 

> 

> 

;Z5 

> 

>>■ 

« 

K 

>. 

>, 

£? 

«? 

>> 

O 

■x 

M 

rt 

+a 

o 

OS 

w 

P3 

P3 

.? 

■  a 

-a 

A 

o 

a 

2 

a 

S 
O 

>l5 


CO 

8-    O 


\^S 


a  a 

c  m 
a  j3 


2^ 


CS 

w 

Pi^ 

^ 

®    Q 

j,X 

•-a 

^  o 

•r-n 

H;r: 

ri£^ 

<^ 

1^ 

-« 

i>-a 

->s 

*a-T' 

I- 

Ota 

J3  J. 

ab  o 


t^ 

^'-, 

r, 

o 

i*j 

^ 

m 

^ 

a 

,a 

M) 

^ 

■a 

M 

«i 

s< 

V 

o 

S, 

c 

M 

r: 

rf 

a 

a 

a 

00 

& 

ts 

a 

Li 

s 

o 

a 

>> 

4 

i- 

^ 

o 

a 

** 

,a 

„ 

o 

o 

^ 

c; 

^ 

>, 

Ji 

a; 

a 

«: 

-3 

V 

p. 

1 

"^ 

1 

C 

M 

cs 

13 

■^ 

K 

J2 

•i 

C3. 

•S 

P 

a 

•. 

R 

.^ 

'o 

S 

O 

H 

fc 
o 
o 

o 

* 

3"? -a 

oii  sc 

ti 

=  55 

r 

c^ 

C~'~    ^ 

r 

>. 

m 

a 

"  C  =! 

•-J 

»*-«. 

>> 

- 

t:^"" 

ft. 
cs 
o 
O 

C  0;  a 
m  c  c3 

s 

«  ?  a 
i;  >  3 
a      3 

.J 

«  -ra. 

*^ 

H 

"a« 

QJ 

<1 

-sl^ 

■s 
"S 

>.''>2r, 

bi 

It 

^•5^ 

1^ 

!= 

»  p,^ 

^ 

^  <s  a 

5^ 
o 

W 

'^V,'^ 

•^ 

f  tc  «. 

Q 

V. 

P-^^ 

H 

P4 

c- ja 

•  i^o 

^ 

c-c  a 

»^  a 

«S  3 

^ 

.      ^3  J 

-•-2 

Sax 

w 

J1=^ 

10  a-c 

a 

'n  o  a 

a  &§j3. 

^^a 

0 
(a 

C  S?-2 

§    CS? 

•g^oa? 

<£  o  E  * 
—  B  5  2 

rs  a  c  3 

■"""■?  '3 

?  S'l-'o 


b05> 

o  a  "-a 
•-!E  -  ■ 

•^>3a 

*  e^a"^ 
«■  *  * 

.S  "  ^  a 

*H-(  «   © 
ffi         S"" 

^laS 

O    CSrS 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BARNES. 


Headquarters  T\Vf,lkth  Rf.gimentS.  C.  V.,  } 
Laurel  Hill,  Jn\y  \7,  \S62.      I 

Captain  A.  C.  Haskell,  A.  A.  General: 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headq-narters,  I  submit 
'the  following  report  of  the  part  performed  by  the  twelfth  regiment, 
in  the  late  battles  before  Richmond  : 

On  the  26th  ultimo,  about  five  o'clock.  P/M.,  we  crossed  the/^hicka- 
hominy  near  the  Central  railroafl,  haviog" bivouacked  the  right  pre- 
vious, some  five  miles  below  that  point  on  the  Meadow  Bridge  road. 
Iraraedi^itely  after' crossing,  we  turned  in  the  direction  of  Mechanics- 
ville.  I  had  not  advanced  far  before  we  came  under  the  sheUs  of  the 
enemy  who  had  bfen  attacked  by  the  advanced  forces  of  ouf  division. 
We  continued  our  march  until  we  came  within  a  half  or  three-fourths 
of  «a  mile  from  the  point  at  which  the  battle  was  progressing,  formed 
in  line  of  battle  ia  a  flat  where  v^e  were  enabled  to  protect  o^r^g^lves 
from  the  shells  and  shot  of  the  enemy  by  lying  on  the  ground.  In 
this  position  we  remained  during  the  night,  being  annoyrtl  considera- 
bly by  the  shells,  until -a  short  time  before  dark,  when  the  tiring 
ceased.  With  the  exception  of  one  man,  who  was  very  slightly  in- 
jured by  a  .piece  of  shell,  we  escaped  unhurt. 

Early  the  next,  mornii)g  we  marched  across  the  Mechanicsville  turn- 
pike road  in  the  direction  of  ]5eaver  Dam  creek.  Arriving,  within 
half  a  mile  of  that  stream  we  halted.iformed  line  "pf  battle  and  sent 
forward  company  B,  Captain  Miller,  as  skirmishers.  We  were  then 
orderedby  General  Gregg,  to  cross  the  stream  and  occupy  t^^.o  hills 
beyorid.  This  order  was  promptly  executed,  and  without  much  re- 
sistance, except  from  scatterijag  shots  from  the  pickets  of  the  enemy, 
who  fled  as  we  advanced.  We  were  now  in  full  view, of  deserted 
camps  and  burning  fires  in  front.*  We  immediatelj'  continued  our 
ijiarch,  aud  about  half  a  mile  further  we  entered  a  piece  of  woods 
where  a  large  heap  of  commissary  and  other  stores  were  or  fire,;  but 
the  quantity  of  knapsacks,  oilA;loths  \ind  other  articles  scattered 
ttrough  the  woods,  and  along  the  roads,  gave  unmistakable,  evidence 
that  the  enemy  bad  left  bis  camp  in  great  haste. 

Here  we  halted  a  ^ort  time,  when  General  Gregg  came  .up  and 
ordered  the  regiment  to  be  formed  in  column  of  compunics,  and  to  ad- 
vance in  that  order.  Just" at  this  moment  I  was  told  that  ^he' enemy 
had  been  seen  on  our  left.  This  fact  I  communicated  fro  the  General, 
when  he  ordered  the  two  left  companies  to  be  sent  iri  that  direction 
to  reconnoitre.  Immediately  company  B,  Captain  Miller,  and  com- 
pany K,  CapWin  NeVille,  were  sent,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Jones.  The  regiment  now  moved  oft'in  colamn<5,find  soon  arrived 
at  a  church,   wherewe  met  with  General  Jackson's  ccmmand,  or  a 
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portion  of  it.  We  remained  here  a  short  time,  during  which,  the  two 
cftinpanies  Bent  .out  to  reconnaitre  on  our  left  sent  in  nine  prisoners, 
.and  soon  after  came  themselves,  bringing  eight  more,  making  seven- 
*teea  in  all  captured.  We  continued  the  march  without  further  resist- 
ance until  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Gaines'  Mill",  on  -Powhite 
creek.  Here,  the  enemy  making  demonstrations  of  resistance,  the 
regiment  was  farmed  in  line  of  battle,'and  company  B,  Captain  Miller, 
^thrown  forward  as  skirmishers.  A  spirited  attack  being  made  by  the 
ekirmishers,  and  at  the  same  time  a  few  shells  being  thrown  from  one 
of  our  batteries,  the  enemy  were  soon  put  to. flight,  making  towards  a 
pine  thicket  beyond  the  creek.  Advancing  to  the  creek  we  found  the 
bridi^c  torn  up  ;  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  cross  on  the  dam,  and' 
after  crossing  to  wait  for  orders.  In  a  short  time  the  bridge  was  re- 
paired .%o  as  to  enable  the, whole  command  to  cross.  The  regiment 
was  then  formed  in  line,  and  th rowing J'orward  cogipany  A,  Lieutenant 
Parker,  and  company  D,  Captain  Yonlandigham,  as  skirmishers;  w© 
advanced  at  doubie-quick  towards  the  pine  thicket,  the  enemj,  as  be- 
fore, firipg  and  retiring  before  us.  In  this  advance  private  N.  S. 
Camp,  ccimpany  A,  was  killed.  Continuing  the  •pursuit,  we  soon 
came  in  fcight  of- the  enemy  in  force,  at  Cold  Harbor.  In  a  few  mo- 
nien^s  a  fii^h''  comn:or.Gcd  b.iween  our  artillery  and  that  of  the  ene»y. 
The  ^hell'  from  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  soon  began  to  fall  thick 
and  fast*  around  us,  and  taking  the  double  quick,  avc  advanced  tea 
branch  in  fnpnt  of  us,  and  towards  the  enemy,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
.sihell  ;  crossing  this  branch  we  came  to  a  halt  for  nearly  two  hours. 
During  the  halt,  by  order  of  the  Genera'.  I  sent  company  F,  Cap- 
tain McMeekin,  and  company  H,  Captain  Erwin,  in  advance,  to  watch 
the  movements  l>f  the  enemy,  and  afterwards'  relieved  them  by  com- 
pany Dj  Captain  Bookter,  and  company  G,  Captain  Garvin,  In  the 
performance  of  this  duty,  compiiiiy  F  and  company  D  had  each  two 
men  "wounded. 

About  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  as  near  as  I  can  guess,  the  twelfth  and 
first  regiments  were  formed  in  line— the  tvvelfth  having  only  tjight 
companies,  the  two  sent  in  advance  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  not  having  been  called  in.  My  understanding  of  the  order 
was  that^we  were  fo  make  the  attack  on  the  enemy.  The  General, 
himself,  giving  the  order  to  march,  we»moved  off  ip  the  hill;  through 
the  pines,  and,  on  reaching  the  open  fiidl  above  the  twelfth  regiment, 
continued  the  march  across  this  fioldi  towards  a  branch  or  hollow,  two 
or  three  l;undred  yards  in  front  of  us,  ivhere  the  ectmy  weie  known 
to  bo.  We  did. not  advance,  Loweve;*,  mere  than  one  hundred  yards^ 
before  a  battery  (the  position  of  which  I  was  nor  before  aware  of)  sit- 
uated in  a  piece  of  woods  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  to  nly 
right,  poured  a  heavy  fire  of  ^hell  and  grape  shot  upon  us,  wounding 
and  stunning  five  or  six  men  in  the  first  volley.  I  now  discovered 
that  the  first  regiment  had  halted  at  the  edge  of  the  pine  thicket,  and 
feuw  at  once  that  to  attempt  to  reach  the  hollow  under  this  fire,  and 
then  ejicounter  the  enemy  there,  or  to  change  front  arfl  march  alone 
against  the  battery,  wQuld  be  to  sacrifice  the  regiment,  with  little  or 
no  damage  to  the  ei\emy.     This  being  the  situation  of  the  regimeiiifc. 


473 

I  imniediately  marched,  by  the  left  flankjdown  the,'hin  to  the  branch, 
turned  and  marched  up  the  branch,  through  a  dense  thicket,  and  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  shot,  until  I  got  opposite  the  pine  thicket 
through  which  I  had  gone  before  entering  the  open  field.  We  were 
now  out  pf  range  of  the' artillery,  ajid  here  I  formed  the  regiment  in 
lino  as  soon  as  I  could,  being  joined  by  the  two  companies  who  were 
out  recpnnoitering  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  when  we  commenced 
the  advance.  The  regiment  was  now  marched  in  line  through  the 
pines  up  to  the  edge  of  the  open  field,  and  took  position  on  the  left 
of  the  first  regiment. 

Scarcely  had  we  got  into  position  before  a  greatly  superior  force 
appeared  in  front  cf  us,  and  an  engagement  immediately  ensued,  be- 
ing commenced  by  ua.  We  held- our  position  obstinately  for  a  timft, 
buL  in  consequence  of  overwhelming  numbers,  we  were  driven  back 
a  short  distance,  suffering  seriously  in  killed  and  wounded.  Although 
our  numbers  were  much  reduced,  and  our  line  somewhat  broken,  the 
greater  portion  of  the  command  was  soon  rallied,  and  recovered  our 
former  position  at  the  edge  of  the  open  ground.  Again  we  poured  a 
vigorous  fire  into  the  enemy,  and  maintained  our  position  for  some 
time  ;  but  owing  to  the  great  disparity  of  numbers,  we  were  again 
forced  back,  sustaining  a  heavy  loss  in  officers. and  men.  The  entire 
command  by  this  time  was  well  nigh  exhausted  and  greatly  reduced.* 
I  myself,  from  exhjfUslion  and  from  a  wound  which  1  received  in  the 
thigh,  causing  considerable  pain,  was  unable  to  take  further  com- 
mand. *!  a*m  not  able,  of  my  own  knowledge,  to  gay  what  part  any 
portion  of  the  command  took  in  the  fight  after  this  time  ;  y*et,  from 
reliable  information,  I  araPiilly  convinced  that  some  did  fall  in  with 
other  commands  and  continued  the  fight  after  this  time.  Captain 
Bookter,  with  Lieutenant  Taliey,  and  others  of  his. company,  joined 
an  Alabama  regiment,  commanded  by  Canty,  and  while  with  rhis  reg- 
iment, Captain  Bookter,  and  several  of  his  men,  were  wounded.  The 
conduct  of  the  command,  a*s  a  whole,  was  gallant  and  commendable. 
We  had,  ^^hen  we  left  Mechanicsville,  about  four -hundred  and  thirty 
muskets,  including  many  who  were  indisposed.  Taking  from  ^this 
number  thope  who  tired  oMt  during  the  march  of  the  day,  I  am  sure 
that  we  did  not  carry  more  than  four  hundred,  if  that,  into  the  fight. 
The  casualties,  a  list  of  which  accompanies  this  report,  are,  seventeen 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  killed,  was  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Delany,  commanding  company 
B.  He  was  killed  in  the  first  conflict,  at  th«  edge  of  the  pine  thicket. 
By  his  death,  the  regiment,  the  State,  and  the  Confederacy,  has  been 
creprivied  of  au  officer,  of  intelligence  and  great  gallantry.  Among 
the  wounded  are  some  of  our  most  valuable  officer^,  to-wit :  Captain 
VonlandiglTam  McMeekin,  Bookter  and  Miller.  Captains  Vonlan- 
digham  an<i  McMee.kin  were  wounded  at  the  last  stand  we  made  at 
the  edge  of  the  pine  thicket.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  tke  place  Cap- 
tain Miller  was  wounded,  he  having  been  absent  ever  since.  Captain 
Bookter,  as  Before'  stated,  was  wounded  after  joining  an  Alabama 
regiment,  late  in  the  evening.  It  i.^  gratifying  to  know  that  *  the 
v^uuds  of  Captains  Bookter,  McMeekin  and  Miller,  are  such  as  to 


474 

render  the  loss  of  their  servhjes  only  temporarj  ;  but  even  this  wiH 
be  seriously  felt  by  the  regiment.  The  wound  of  Captain  Vonlan- 
di^'ham  was  such  as  to  require  the  amputation  of  the  left  leg.  His 
loss  m\\  be  §eriousl/ felt  in  the  regiment,  and  to  his  company,  it  will 
be  irrepsrable,  *       •         *  ' 

Passing  by  all  the  details  of  the  pursuit,  I  come  now  to  the  fight  of 
Monday  evening,  30th  June,     About  five  o'clock,  P,  M.,  we  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy ;  halted  and  stacked  arms  in  a  piece  of 
wood  to  the  right  of  the  road.     The  fight  soon   commenced  in  front 
of  us,  and  about  half  past  six  o'clock,  the   regiments  of  the  brigade 
were  formed  in  line  and  marched  by  the  right  flank  above  one  mile 
and  a  quarter,  to  a  point  near  wher-e  the  fight  was  progressing.     On. 
arriving  at  this  point  we  were  haltedy  and  the  regiments  were  formed 
in  column  of  companies,  the  twelft  being  third  in  order.     About  sun- 
down, the  twelfth  was  ordered  to  form  line. to  the*  front.     This  being 
done,  we  were  ordered  to  march  through  the  thicket  and  take  position 
in  rear  as  a  support  to  the  fourteenth,  which  had  been  previously  sent 
into  the  fight,     I  marched  a  short  distance  through  the  thicket   and 
came  upon  the  first  regiment,  lying  down.-    Halting,  therefore,  a  few 
seconds,  to  make  some  enquiry  about  the  position  of  the  fourteenth, 
I  gave  the    command,  "left  face,"  marched  around  the  left  of  the 
^rst  regiment,  then  marched  to  the  front  and  took  position  about  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  firing,  with  my  right  fiank  a 
.ehort  distance  from,  and  nearly  opposite,  the  centre  of  the  line  of  the 
first  regfment   and  perpendicular  to  it,  and  made  the  men  Ke  down,  in 
order  to- protect  them  from   the  bullets   which    were   flying  fast  and 
thick  over  and  about  us.     We  remained  ii^his  position  until  the  close 
of  the  fight,  about  half  past  eight,  P.  M.,  having  seven  men  wounded 
At  this  place.     Cjoloael  McGowan  now  brought  out  his  command,  (the 
fourt|ienth,)   and   the  regiments  of  the  brigade  bivouacked.     About 
ten  or  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  th©  General  himself  came  to  us   and 
ordered  us  to  return  in   the  morning  to  th^  place  we  had  left  in  the 
evening.     .'I'his  we  did,^|ind  remained  in-that  position  until  about  six- 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  Tuesday,  1st  July,     We  were  then  marched  up  the 
road  about  two  miles,  passing  the  battle  ground  of  the  previous  day, 
and  were  there  halted.     In  a  very  short  time  the  battle  of  the   1st  of 
July 'began,  and  progressed  fiercely  in  front  of  us    and  on  the  right, 
wing  of  the  enemy.     The  firing  of  the  enemy  soon  slackened  on  his 
right,  but  was  taken  up  fiercely  along  his  line  towards  his  centre  and 
left,  and  we  were  marched  back  about  half  a-mile,  halted  and  faced 
to  the  front.     General  Hill  came  up  and  ordered  the  twclfch  and  four- 
teenth to  remain  in  that  posit^ion,  and  watch  towards  the  enemy.-  Her% 
we  remained,  until  the  close  of  the  fight,  without  participating'in  the 
engagement.    .  I  close  this  report  by  acknowledging  the  coid^al  and  effi- 
cient assistance  rendered  me  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Cad.  Jones,  the  only 
field  officer  I.  had,  and  also  by  bearing  testimony  to  the  faithful  dis-' 
charge,  by  Br.  J.  Ford  Prieleau,   Surgeon,  and  Dr.   J.  *W.   Keith, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  of  their  arduous  duties.. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

^.l^AUNES,  Colonel,  com7nar.ding  I2threg'i.^ 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL   MALLORY, 


Headquarters  FiFTv-FiFTH  Virginia  Volunteers,  ) 

July  12,   1862,  S 

Captain  G.  F.  Harrison,  r 

A.  A.  G.,  First  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

Captain:    I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
regiment  in  the  recent  enga^^ements  before  Richmond: 

On  the  night  of  Wednesday,  June  25th,  the  regiment  was  an  picket 
near  the  Little  Meadow  Biudges.  About  three  o'clock,  P.  M,,  Thurs- 
day, June  26th,  it  being  reported  that  the  enemy's  pickets  had  been 
withdrawn,  I  immediately  took  possession  of  thQ  bridge  which  he  had 
held.  Our  brigade  being  in  advance,  was  soon  ordered  to  cross.  The 
fortieth  Virginia  crossed  first,'  followed  by  the  fifty-fifth  Virginia  and 
the  other  regiments  composing  the  brigade.  A  mile  or  more  beyond 
the  swamp,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  liae  of  battle  across  the  road 
where  the  first  prisoner  was  taken  by  Capt.  Alexander's  company.  It 
was  here  that  we  received  a  few  shDts  from  the  enemy's  pickets,  which 
retreated  in  haste.  Turning  to  the  right,  we  marched  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Mechanicsville.  About  half  a  mile  from  Mechanicsville  out 
lino  of  battle  was  again  formed  on  the  right  of  the  road'  supported 
by  the  sixtieth  Virgiua,  Colonel  Starke  commanding — the  fortieth 
Virginia  on  the  left,  supported  by  the  forty -seventh  Virginia  regi- 
ment and  second  Virginia  battalion.  We  advanced  upon  Mechanics- 
ville, exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  three  of  the  enemy's  batteies. 
After  advancing  a  short  distance  beyond  the  village  our  line  of  battle 
was  changed  to  the  left,  facing  the  batteries.  We  advanced  some  six 
hundred  yards  in  the  direction  of  the  right  battery,  when,  not  wish- 
\ng  to  be  separated  from  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  it  became 
necessary  to  cross  the  field  to  the  left,  the  left  of  the  brigade  being 
at  this  time  under  cover  of  the  woods.  This  was  done  by  marching 
obliquely  across  the  field,  approaching  the  battery  as  wo  neared  the 
woods,  to  prevent  their  getting  our  range.  Before  entering  the  woods 
the  regiment  was  halted"  just  below  the  brow  of  a  slight  hill  and  the 
men  ordered  to  lie  down  to  protect  them  from  the  shell,  grape;  and 
canister,  which  were  being  nsed  with  great  effect.  Our  brigade  waa 
then  ordiered  to  advance.  We  moved  forward  a  feiw  hundred  yards, 
under  very  heavy  fire  and  entered  a  wood  which  we  attempted  to 
charge  through.  But  the  undergrowth  being  very  thickand  finding 
another  brigade  in  front  of  us,  our  men  became  Scattered,  majiy.of 
them  mixing  in  with  this  brigade,  I  onlered  a  halt,  but  finding  it  im- 
posaiblu  to  fosm  the  regiment  in  such  a  place,  I  directed  the  men  to 
falf  back  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  reform.  This'was  done  in  very 
good  okder.  By  this  time  it  was  quite  dark,  and  iny  men  being  very 
much  exhausted,  I  fell  back  aho\it  a  hundred  yards,  over  a  hill,  where 
we  rejoined  the  brigade  and  rested  for  the  night.  In  j;his  engagement 
my  loss  was  very  heavy,  being  greater  than  that*  of  both  the  Qthers. 


476 

Captain  William  L.  Brook,  company  K,  was  killed  while  gallantly 
leading  his  company,  i.nd  both  of  his  lieutenants  wounded.  Hig. 
company  was  oh  the  left  of  the  colors,  and  suffered  more  than  any 
other.  Captain  Street,  and  Lieutenants'Boughan  Kerr  and  Goodrich 
were  wounded  in  this  engagement,  besides  a  number  of  mep.  About 
twelve  o'clock,  on  Friday,  June  27th,  the  regiment  was  formed  .with 
the  brigade  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Gaines'  Mill,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Christian  corame-nding.  After  passing  a  short  distance  be- 
yond the  mill,  the  brigade  was  formed  in-line  of  battle  to.  support. 
General  Anderson's  brigade,  who  were  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  front.  We  advanced  to  his  support  until  we  found  the  brigade . 
halted  in  a  sinall  orchard  in  an  open  space  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
battery.  This  brigade  finally  broke  and  ran  through  ours,  throwing 
it  into  some  confusion.  We,  however,  did  not  rehire  until  ordered 
by  General  Field,  to  ."fall  back  in  order."  This  was  not  .very  well 
executed ;  but  a  portion  of  the  regiment  was  immediately  rallied  by 
Colonel  Christian,  and  remained  with* him  during  the  remainder  of 
the  evening,  doing  gDod  service.  In  this  engagement.  Lieutenants 
Mann  and  Garnett  were,  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Brockenbrough  and 
two  or  three  color-bearers,  wounded.  •On  {Sunday,  June  29th,  we 
marched  from  Gaines'  Slill  to  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 
Monday  morning,  we  marched  a  few  miles  and  were  halted  in  the 
woods  until  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  we  were  ordered,  with 
the  brigade,  to  go  to  the  support  of  General  Kemper.  We  marched 
at  a  double-quick,  when  we  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  the  sixtieth  Virginia  on  our  left."  We  advanced 
through  the  woods  until  we  came  to  the  brow  of  a  hill,  where  was  a 
battery  recently  taken  from  the  enemy.  The  brigade  which  had  taken 
it  bad  disappeared,  and  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  battery.  We  halted,  fired  a  few  volleys,  and  charged,  driving 
the  enemy  about  a  mile  into  the  woods,  when  we  halted  to  reform,  and 
finding  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  flank  us,  we  fell  back  to  the 
edge  of  the  woods,  where  we  remained  until  the  firing  had  ceased. 
The  regiment  was  ordered  to  remain  at  this  point  until  the  captured 
battery  could  be  taken  off,  when  we  marched  ba6k  acro.=s  the  fieldT 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  In  this  engagement,  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Christian  was  seriously  wounded,  Major  Burke  and  Captain 
Wright,  killed,  and  Lieutenants  Hall  and  Blair,  and  Adjutant  Wil- 
liams, wounded.  The  regiment  was  in  readiness  to  participate  in  the 
engagement  of  Tuesday,  July  1st;  but  was  not  actively  engaged. 
The  officers  and  men  who  remained  with  the  regiment,  acted  well ;  but 
many  of  them  who  had  been  on  the  sick  list  previously,  and  were  just- 
returned  to  duty  when  we  started,  being  weak,  were  compelled  to  fall 
.out  during  the  march.     . 

1  beg  leave  tx)  call  the  attention  of  the  General  commAnding  to  the 
following  named  officers  for  coolness  under  fire,  and  the  efficient  man- 
ner in  which  they  perf/jrmed  their  duties  :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chris- 
tian,/who  fell  mcrtally  wounded  in  the  charge  of  the  30th  ;  Adjutant 
Williams,  Captain  Fauntleroy,  Captain  Saunders,  Captain  Rice,  Cap- 
tain Roy,  Captain  Jett,  Captain  Healy,  Captain  Lawson,  and  Ca'ptain 


477 

Alexander,  and  Lieutenants  Brockenbrough,  Roane,  'Reynolda, 
Davis,  Healy  and  Street;  particularly  Captain  Fauntleroy  and  Lieu- 
tenants Brockenbrough  and  Roane. 

The  General's  attention  is  aLso  called  to  the  following  named  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates :  Sergeant-major  Mallory.;  Color- 
sergeant  Fauntleroy  ;  Corporal  Micon,  company  A;  private  Nichol- 
son, company  C,  and  Costenbader,  company  E. 

The  following,  are  names  of  non-commissioned  oflScers  and  pri- 
vates  honorably  mentioned    by    their  Captains  : 

Company  A  — Privates  Ruffiu  Starke,  E.  T.  Smith,  Robert  Carter,. 
R.  II.  Duiimead,  A.  F.  Allen.  .  . 

Company  G  — Private  Thomas  Thurston. 

Company  T)  — Privates  Archibald  Brooks^,  G.  E.  Minor,  Reuben 
L.  Dyke,  G.  Shaekleford  and  Btirwell  Mitchell. 

Company  G —William  T.  (Jarrottes,   J.   W.  Carter,  R.  S.   Burcb, 
•T.  M:  George,  A    W.  Hundley.  W.  C.  Way«e,  and  E.  D.  Munday. 

Company    II — Piivates    A.    E    Vaughan,  G.    W.    Vaughan,    N. 
Mason,  E.  Clagville,  and  J.  R.  Trader.     Corporal  Stilf  fought  through 
*  all  the  battles  with  a  sick  leave  in  his  pocket.   •  .   ^ 

Com)  any  I. — William  T.  Cowan,  James  Yates,  R.  Todd,  and  V. 
H.  Fuuiitlcroy. 

Company  M  — Sergeants  Bullock  and  Morris;  Privates  James  W. 
Smith,  R.  O.  Perry,  McGary  Burress,  Blantori  Humphreys,  Johnson 
Newton,  S".  Rice,  and  Goodrich,  trergeant  Robin«on,  company  M, 
acttd  '.veil.  ' 

The  aggregate  loss  is  as  follows  :  Killed,  22  ;  wounded,  04  ;  raise* 
ing,  3. 

I  am  Captain,  very  jespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  MALLORY, 
*      Cvlonel,  commanding  both  Virginia. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BARBER. 

Head'qrs  Thirty  Seventh  Regiment  N.  Carolina  Troops,  / 

July  13,  1862.       ] 

General:  The  thirty-seventh  regim(ent  left- its  camp  on  the  25th 
June,  pursuant  to  orders,  with  the  other  regiments  composing  your 
brif^ade,  and  on  the  26th,  crossed  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  26th,  my  command  reached  Mechanicsville,  and  was  ex- 
posed to  a  severe  artillery  fire,  which  wounded,  severely,  several  men 
and  two  officers ;  but  the  regiment  was  not  otherwise  engaged.  Oii 
the  evening  of  the  27th,  we  reached  Cold  Harbor',  and  my  command 
was  ordered  into  action.  Not  knowing  th«  position  of  the  enemy,  we 
moved  up  the  road  some  two  hundrqd  yards,  when  the  enemy  opened 
a  deadly  fire  upon  us,  killing  several  and  wounding  a  large  number. 
The  swamp  and  undergrowth  rendered  it  very  difficult  to  form  the 
regiment  in  line  of  battle,  jvhii'li,  together  with  the  destructive  fire  of 
the  enemy,  thre'w  it  into  considerable  eonfusion,  thereby  rendering  it  • 
.inefficient  for  a  short  time,  until  order  could  be  restored.  During 
the  rest  of  the  engagement  it  behaved  very  well. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  5Uth  instant,  my  regiment,  with  the  other 
regiments  of  your  command,  charged  the  strong  position  occupied  by 
the  enemy's  artiUery  and  infantry.  Throughout  this  engagement, 
my  regiment  behaved 'with  great' gallantry,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them  with  great  loss. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  the  regiment  was  again  under  arms,  and  un- 
der fire,  .but  was  not  engaged.  All  the  officers  of  my  command  be- 
haved well,  except  those  who  have  been  reported  to  General  Hill, 
under  previous  orders.  T  take  pleasure  in  mentioning,  specially, 
Captain  Melon,  who  remained  with  his  company  during  these  trying 
scenes,  although  more  than  sixty  years  old,  and  worn  out  by  expo- 
sure and  fatigue.  In  the  action  of  Monday  evening.  Colonel  Lee  was 
killed  while  gallantly  leading  the  regiment  into  action.  He  was  a 
brave,  experienced  officer,  and  a  pure  man.  His  loss  will  be  severely 
felt.  .  ^  "* 

Lieutenant  L^ham  Hartjoy  was  mortally  wounded  on  Friday  even- 
ing, and  has  since  died.,  i^e  was  an  excellent  officer  and  a  brave, 
true  man.  My  total  loss  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  killed'and 
wounded.  A  number  of  the  wounded  have  died  since  the  action.  A 
lifit  of  killed  and  wounded  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  you. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  M.  BARBER, 
lAeut:  Colonel,  commanding  SltU  regiment  N.  C.  T. 


LIST  OF    OFFICERS    of    T hirty-sevsnth   Regiment   wJio  absented 
themselves  from  their  companies  without  leave  : 

Lieutenant  McCoy,  aad  Sec'ond  Lieutenant  Sammons,  company   I, 
alleged  sickue^s.  .   ' 
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Lieutenant  Oivens,  compaily  K,  behaved  badly,   and  has  not  yet 
returned. 

Lieutenant  Smiih,  company  F,  went  to  camp,  on  Tuesday,  without 
permission  ;  alleges  he  was  sick  and  unfit-'for  duty.   . 

WM.  M.  BARBER, 
•  Lief  tenant  Colonel. 


<r 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MARMADUKE  JOHNSON. 

Richmond,  Jtt/y  17,  1863. 

,  Genkual  :  I  have  just  received  your  order  directing  me  to  report- 
to  yf)ii  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  late  combats  b'  fore  Rich- 
mond, ax-companie'd  with  a  list  of  the  killed,  wournded,  missing,  etc. 
I  bo'T  leave  to  §tate  that  I  should  have  Hone  this  csonie  time  since,  but 
for  continued  and  severe  indisposition,  on  account  of  which  1  am  now 
confiii'.id  in  ray  chamber. 

ll  may.  not  be  impotinenx  to  state  that  ov  Thursday,  the  2tHh 
ultimo,  1  ^yas•  under  the  command  of  Briga  lier  ieuoral  Branch,  and 
marcbcd  my  battery  with  his  brigade,  from  Broo.ve  Ohurch  to  Mechan- 
icfsville.  and  arrived  at  that  place  late  in  tbt*  ev.  n^ng,  and  but  a  short 
time  bcfort^  the  battle  ceased.  1  took  my  positK.a  behind  some  in- 
cpnjplerod  breast  works,  erected  by  the  enen  y,  txc  1  La  i  hardly  planicd 
my  b.-ino'-y  wlien  the' order  was  given  ro  ooa.^e  nrmg.  The  breas-t- 
works  wi'ia  not  in  condition  to  be  serviceal  •"-,  nnd  1  k  'pt  m^  men  at 
woik.all  nii'^ht  in  puttingthem  in  condicion  so  iiiii  they  could  be 
ur'C-al  About  daybreak  the  enem^^'s  baiif^^Jes.  \  "iic';  h\d  cfeaiefl  so 
much  havoc  ihe  evening  before,  opened  on  me,  ai  I  n'so  most  vigor- 
ously siielled  all  the  quarters  surrounding  .w  'ir.  ucliately  replied, 
having  the  co-operation  of  none  of  the  th  i-itLf-ies  on  the  field — 
Captain  Mijlntosh  having  exhausted  his  asiuL'i'iLO,!  tlio  evening  be- 
fore, aiul  Ciiptain  Pegram,  I  believe,  h;ivu  ^  U'^-mi  vdoied  to  hold  his 
fire.  1S«)  that  .this  battle  was  con*e.''t^»^  a!  ii.^  f-v  my  battery  and 
tho-<e  of  ihe  enemy.  At  six  o'clock  pi.eci^uiy,  i  <  'lely  silenced  and 
repulsed  them,  they  hastily  leaving  their  w^ik>.  >*iU^  Living  suffered 
very  great  damnge,  as  was  obvious  from  a  s'lb.spfjucift:  visit  to  the  en- 
trtnebraents  D'umg  the  two  hours  of  •  -s  OTi^'.'gijrae-  a  th-e  fire  was 
uncciirmgly  vigorous  on  both  sidts.  'the  ei-  mv'h;ul  an  Imosc  perfe  o 
r;.nge,  and  he  would  have  done  serious  i  j.i,^  to  my  command,  but 
for  ^ie  foi'uniiitt  protection  of  the  breastvui.:  '  ••ue'    oned. 

T  !  -g  le:ive  to  s -y,  that  too  much  pr.i&.  c-  n  iot  ,  -isviirded  to  the 
offi  ■^»«  Mni  jrien  for  the  coolness   and  inr»v(;!d  '■,  t<  .-^ti-'d  by  them 

in  tht>.,  the  ^i-t  he  ivy  engagement  in  wliiuh      .:y  i- ;j  irticipatei. 

In    Uiis    erga^enn^at    only    two    men    an  I    ;  vwre  slightly 

■Woiii'vhd. 

^  Tjiif.  intbf^  (lay,  I  marched  to  the->scen.    i  "  battle  which 

tot'' place  Cii  Friday,  andj.quite  Jate   in   tin-  .  ..      .n  ordered  by 

Geii'-ra!  Lee  to  report  with   my  battery  to  y  >u.  i  1    imnlediarely 

di  I  wuh  ;Ui  povtible  dispatch.  You  yours,  f  •  ■.  •;>  rsoiial  witne.'ss 
tcf  in(.'4>tu;>"iv(''  of  the  men  and  officers.  You  s  .v  ^  le  i'earless  cour- 
ag*.*  with  vhicii  tiiey  fought  through  that  de;.  liy  iii:e,*uatii  twenty  of 
th  m  Cell,  *en  li.orses  killed  and  wounded,  and  tue.  battery  entire. y 
di;  '  'ed,  exposed  to  the  fire  liot  only  of  th  •  n-.«it(,!iir-8  of  the.enemy. 
•bu.  vi  *;ia,ij^.Miuoters,  who  could  not  be  aee.i.  Yoj  siw  them  silence 
Oiic-  <nt')e  I-.,  .teiies,  and  manfully  resistoihers,     .r-l    by  your  orders, 
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I  withdrew  them  from  the^field.     It  is  needless,  therefore,  for  me  to 
aeaure  YOU  of  my  gratification  at  their  behavior. 

Accompanying,  I  send  you  a  list  of  the  casualties,  ^  directed. 
1  have  the  honor,  General,  to  be, 

Your  most  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

MARMADUKE  JOHNSON.  Captain. 
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#  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  LANE. 


HiF.AnQUARriiRS    TwENTr-F.IGHTH    ReGIMENT      N.    C,     VOLUNTEERS,  }       .' 

Near  Rickmnnd,  July   12,    1862.       J 

Brigadier  General  L.  O'B.  Branch, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

General  :  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that  on  Wednesday,  the  25th 
of  June,  I  left  camp  with  my  regiment,  numbering  four  hundred  and 
dgbty,  and,  with  the  balance  of  your  brigade,  proceeded  up  the  Tele- 
graph road,  crossed  the  Chickahominy  on  the  m.orning  of  the  26th, 
and  advanced  towards  Meadow  Bridge.  Two  of  my  cc^mpanies  were 
ordered  to  Mrs.  Crenshaw's  bridge  to  apprise  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Huke,  with  a  portion  of  his  regiment,  which  was  doing  picket  duty 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Chickalhominy,  that  the  way  -sfas  clear.  We 
then  continued  our  march  towards  Mechanicsville. 

'  The  fight  had  commenced  on  our  reaching  this  place,  and  we  were 
ordered  to  support  a  battery,  which  was  firing  from  the  works  to  the 
left  of  the  r*oad:'  I  had  one  man  wounded  that  evemng.  We  slept 
upon  the  ^eld,  and  were  held  as  a  support  again  next  morning,  when 
the  artillery  opened  upon  us,  and  another  one  of  my  men  waa 
wounded."  As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  aban- 
doned his  position,  ond  was  in  full  retreat,  we  were  ordered  to  follow, 
and,  on  reaching  "  Cold  Harbor,"  the  seventh  North  Carolina  troops 
and  my  regiraefit  were  ordered  into  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  Koad 
leading  to  the  battle-field.  The  seventh  preceded  us,  and  when  I  was 
about  to  form  my  regiment  on  its  left,  a  sharp  fire,  both,  of  shell  and 
infantry,  was  opened  upon  us,  causing  one  of  the  wings  of  the 
seventh  to  give  way.  Or;  nsking  the  cause  of  this,  I  was  informed 
by  some  of  the  company  ofiicers  of  the  seventh,  whose  name3  I  do 
not  know,  that  Colonel  Campbell  had  ordered  them  to  fiill  back,  and, 
as  there  was  a  large  pond  of  water  in  my  rear,  I  led  my  regiment 
out  of  the  woods  by  the  left  flank,  when  I  jnet  you  and  was  ordered 
back.  I  then  marched  up  the  road  and  wheeled  my  entire  regiment 
into  the  same  piece  of 'woods.  Colonel  Lee  followed  with  his  regi- 
ment, which  he  intended  posting  to  my  right,  but  the  enemy  opened 
upon  him  just  as  he  was  about  lo  turn  the  angle  of  the  road,  and  his 
right  was  thrown  into  confusion.  This  caused  companies  D,  A  and 
I»  of  the  right  wing,  and  company  II,  to  the  left  of  the  colors,  in  my 
regiment,  to  give  way.  Company  D  promptly  reformed  and  came 
into  line ;  the  other  three  companies,  I  am  tolcj,  reformed  and  at- 
tached themselves,  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  to  other  regiments. 
They  were  not  with  me.  Colonel  Campbell's  regiment,  seven  of  my 
companies.  Lieutenant  Webb  of  company  H,  and  a  few  rank  and  file 
from  the  three  missing  companies,  engaged  the  enemy  in  the  woods 
and  were  exposed  to  a  hot  fire^  when  fresh  troops  came  up  and  re- 
lieved us  temporarily.  ♦  -      . 


483 

Major  James  Barbour,  General  Elzey's  assistant  adjutant  general, 
approached  me  soon  afterwards  and  requested  tne  to  take  my  com- 
mand to  the  support  of  a  portion  of  his  forces,  which  -had  advanced 
into  the  open  field  ia  front  of  the  woods.  My  command  advanced 
most  gallantly  through  the  woods  and  into  the  open  field,  although 
exposed  to  a  front  and  right  enfilade  infantry  fire,  and  bravely  re- 
mained there  until  General  George  B.  Anderson's  brigade  debouched 
from  the  woods  to  our  left  and  charged  across  the  field.  I  ordered 
Tny  men  to  cease  firing  when  this  brigade  was  nearly  in  front  of  us,  < 
and,  forming  on  the  right,  assisted  them  in  clearing  the  field  of  the 
enemy. 

At  the  "  advice  "  of  General  Anderson,  my  jncn  being  now  very 
much  fatigued,  I  remained  with  a  portion  of  his  brigade,  in  a  sorae- 
what  sheltered  position,  until  nightfall,  when  I  rejoined  you.  Our 
loss  in  this  engagement  was  thirteen  killed  and  seventy-eight 
wounded. 

Sunday  evening. we  recro^sed  the  Chickahominy,  and'  on  Monday- 
evening  (the  3')th)  were  among  the  first  to  engage  the  enemy.  The 
whole  brigade  advance],  driving  the  foe  before  us,  notwithstanding 
the  character  of  the  ground.  My  regiment,  in  its  advance,  had  to- 
pass  througli  two  skirts  of  woods,  containing  swampy  ground,  and' 
an  intermediate  Open  field,  in  which  there  was  a  dwelling,  surrounded 
by  a  yard  and  garden,  all  of  wliich,  I  am  told,  had  been  converted- 
into  a  temporary  breastwork  by  the  enemy.  All  jf  my  men  behaved 
well  in  this  action,  notwithstanding  they  were  exposed  to  a  murderous 
fire  of  shell;  grape  and  small  arms.  I  did  not  remain  with  my  regi- 
ment until  the  close  of.  the  fight,  as  a  flesh  wound  in  the -right  cheek 
forced  me  to  leave  the  field.     Our  loss  wa^  six  killed  and  fifty  wounded. 

We  were  not  actually  engaged  in  the  Tuesday's  fight,  though  we 
were  ordered  out  late  in  the  evening  and  were  exposed  to  a  terrific; 
shelling,  first  in  the  open  field  in  front  of- the  enemy's  guns,  and  then 
to  the  left,  in  a  small  piece  of  woods.  Fortunately,  we  had  only  one. 
man  wounded  and  none  killed. 

With  only  one  field  officer,  three  captains,  but  few  lieutenants, 
and  our  ranks  greatly  reduced  by  sickness,  caused  by  the  hardsliifa 
we  had  to  undergo  in  our  retreat  from  Hanover  Court-House,.we  had 
:•)  contend  with  the  enemy  in  the  recent  terrible  engagements  before 
Richmond  under  many  disadvantages;  but  our  loss,  one  hundred  and 
tiity  kil!;'d  and  wounded,  oatofau  c^ffeotivu  f^roc  of  foar  hundred' 
and  eighty,  including. the  ambulance  corps,  about  one-tbird,  will 
show  how  nobly  the  twenty-eighth  behaved  in  this  great  struggle  for 
independence. 

I  would  respectfully  call  to  your  attention  Captain  T,  James  Line— 
barger-,  of  company  p,  and  Captain  D.  A  Parker,  of  company  D; 
first  Lieutenant  N.  Clark,  of  company  E;  first  Lieutenant  E.G. 
Morrow,  of  company  G  ;  first  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Cloninger,  of  com- 
pany B;  second  Lieutenant  Robert  D.  Rhyne,  of  company  B.  A-11 
of  these  officers  behaved  with  great  g.dlantry  and  t»ravery. 

Sergeant-Major  Milton  A.Lowe,  on  the  "battle-field  of  the'  27th 
and  3l)th,  more  th^n  once  proved  himself  a  brave  and  fearless  yoiwg 
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defender  of  southern  rights,  and  has  won  the  admiration  of  all  wh< 

Color-bearer  J.  P.  Little,  of  company  C,  was  wounded  on  the  27th, 
but  was  at  his  post  again  in  a  short.time. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  H.  LANE, 
Cohnel  commanding  Twenty  ^eighth  Regiment'  N.  C.   Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  LIETTENANT  COLONEL  HOKE. 

Hkadquarters,  Thirty-third  Regiment  N.  C.  Troops, 

July  12th,  1862. 

iJeneral  L.  O'B.  Branch,  • 

Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

Dear  General  :  On  35th  June  you  called  the  commanding  officers 
of  your  brigade  together  and  informed  us  of  the  intended,  and  man- 
ner of,  attack  upon  the  enemy  who  y/ere  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Ohickahominy,  and  at  the  Same  time  ordered  me  to  have  my  command 
ready  to  move  at  five  o'clock,  P,  M.,  with  three  days'  rations.  I 
liaving  five  companies  on  picket  at  the  Crenshaw  bridge,  was  ordered 
CO  take  command  at  that  point,  while  the  other  five  companies,  under 
Major  Cowan,  would  march  with  the  brigade,  and  cross  the  river  at 
the  Telegraph  bridge,  and  move  down  the  river,  in  order  to  drive  the 
enemy  from  their  position.  •  # 

My  orders  were,  that  I  should  cross  the  river,  with  the  five  compa- 
iiies,  as  soon  as  I  heard  firing,  and  make  an  attack  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  26th,  I  heard  sharp  skirmishihg,  and 
drew  in  my  pickets,  in  order  to  cross,  and,  while  doing  so, 
could  see  that  the  enemy 'Were  in  full  retreat.  While  crossing 
the  river,  I  received  a  despatch  from  you,  ordering  me  to  join  the 
command;  that  you  were  in  the  road  immediately  opposite.  I  joined 
the  command,  and  from  that  point  we  inarched  to  Mechanicsville,  and 
reached  that  place  under  a  most  terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell*. 

About  tyelve  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  firing  ceased,  and  we  were  or- 
dered to  lie  in  our  position  upon  our  arms.  At  three  o'clock,  A.  M., 
cf  the  27th,  we  were  ordered  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's 
warning  ;  but  did  not  take  up  the  line  of  march  until  twelve  o'clock, 
and  then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Gaines'  Mills  down  the  Ohicka- 
hominy. We  reached  that  point  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  finding 
heavy  fighting  going  on,  were  ordered  immediately  into  the  engage 
ment,  and,  remaining  in  the  fight  until  dark,  by  which  time  the  en- 
emy had  been  driven  back  a  distance  of  two  miles,  I  then  reported  tc 
you,  with  my  command,  at  the  road,  and  was  ordered  to  bivouac  my 
men  and  give  them  rest.  This  was  a  hard' fought  battle,  and  the  men 
deserve  great  praise  for  their  coolness  and  firmness"  on  this'"  occasion. 

On 'the  28th  we  reraainedquiet  all  day.  The  enemy  having  been 
driven  across  the  Ohickahominy,  we  were  ordered  to  prepare  tw(i 
da^s'  rations,  and  be  ready  to  march  at  daylight. 

On  the  29th  we  recrossed  the  river  and  moved  down  James. 
river,  marching  a  d^tanco  of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  and  encamping.- 

On  the  3l)th  we*gain  marched  down  the  river,  in  order  to  make 
an  attack,  and  reached  the  point  about  three  o'clock.  The  presence 
of  the  enemy  was  soon  made  known  by  the  roaring  of  artillery,  and 
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■we  were  immediately  ordered  up  the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  ec- 
frtnj,  by  a  flank  movement,  under  a  very  great  fire  of  shot  and  shell. 
Soon,  Tou,  at  the  head  of  your  brigade,  filed  to  the  right,  and,  mov- 
ing six  hundred  yards  in  that  direction,  halted,  faced  to  the  front, 
formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  moved  slowly  through  a  skirt  of  woods 
until  you  reached  an  oj^en  field.  You  then  halted,  formed  a  perfect 
;ine  of  battle,  and  charged  by  the  double-quick,  and  with  a-j^ell,  t)i8 
enemy's  bat.teries,  which  were  strongly  supported  by  infantry  across 
this  field,  a  distance  of  five  hundred  yards.  We,  at  the  same  time, 
were  enfiladed  by  grape  shot  ;  bu<t  neither  fire  upon  the  front  or  flank 
at  all  stopped  the  men,  but  on  they  pressed,  and  soon  silenced,  the  fire 
upon  them.  They  seemed  not  to  heed  the  falling  of  friends  by  their 
side;  but  had  the  great  duty  of  defeating  the  enemy  foremost  in  then- 
minds.  Here,  my  loss  -was  heavy,  not  so  much  in  killed  as  in 
wounded. 

My  men,  in  this  charge,  had  no  cover  at  all.  1  cannot  refrain  froifi 
asking  that  great  praise  may  be  given'  to  both  ofiicers  and  men,  foi' 
their  actions  on  this  occasion. 

After  passing  through  the  field  and  entering  the  woods  on  the  op- 
posite side,  my  regiment  became  divided,  by  the  interference  of  a 
Brigadier  General,  unknown  to  me,  who  had  ordered  the  left  of  my 
regiment- to  march  to  the  left  I  remained,  with  a  portion  of  my 
men  on  the  field,  until  dark,  and  reported  to  you  in  an  old  field,  at 
%vhich  place  you  were  encamped. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  we  were  quiet,  until  six  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
at  which  time  we  were  ordered  in  to'  ^pport  D,  H.  Hill's  division. 
In  this  fight,  I  was  not  engaged,  but  was  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot 
and  shell. 

.  On  the  2d  and  3d  of  July,  we^ere  marching  after  the  enemy ;  but 
their  retreat  was  too  speedy  to  be  overtaken.  We  then  bivouacked 
for  several  days,  inviting  the  enemy  to  battle,  which  was  i^ot  accepted. 
We  then  marche^to  this  point,  arriving  here  on  the  9th  instant. 

My  loss  was  very  heavy  for  a  small  command.  The  report  of  casual- 
ties has  been  sent  in,  as  well  as  that  of  the  action  of  officers  and 
men,  which  need  correction. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that,  with  few  exceptions,  I  anq  truly  proud  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  my  command.  I  cannot  well  make  distinctiorr 
amongthose  officers  and'men  who  so  nobly  did  their  duty,  but  ask  that 
credit-may  be  given  those  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  action  taken  against 
those  who  deserve  it. 

Camulties. — Killed,   eight;  wounded,  •  fifty-two ;    missing,    fifteen. 


Total,  seventy-five. 


Very  respectfully, 

R.  L.  HOKE, 

Colonel  commandins . 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAMILTON. 

Hf.auquarters  First  Regiment  South  Carolina  Vols.,  ) 
Camp  on  New  Market  Road,  J vA J  14,  1862,       ^ 

Brigadier  General  Maxcy  Greg<?, 

Commanding  Scrnnd  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

In  obedience-  to  orders,  I  deeire  to  report  as  to. the  part  taken  by 
ray  regiment  in  the  recent  battles  of  the  '27ih  and  30th  June,  and  the* 
is't  of  July,  1863. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  the  26th  June^  I  put  my  regiment  'in 
march,  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  Meadow  Bri^lge.  Nothing  oF 
importance  occurred  until  my  legiment  (leading  the  brigade)  reached* 
a  position,  commanded  by  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  near  Mechanics*, 
ville  turnpike-,  when  a  pretty  sharp  fire  of  shot  and  shell  was  opened 
upon  my  regiment.  By  compelling  my  men  to  lie  down  behind  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  1  escaped,  with  the  wounding  of  only  two  men.  i(com- 
pauy  F.)  ^ 

On  Friday  morning  my  regiment,  and  that  of  CoionoL  Baruea, 
leading  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  commenced  the  advance  upon 
the  lines  of  the  enemy.  We  crossed  Beaver  Dam,  only  being  slightly 
annoyed  by  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy.  On  reaching  one  of  Xhe 
camps  of  the  enemy,  shortly  before  vacated.  I  was  astonished  to  find 
myself  under  fire  from  field  artillery.  It,  however,  proved  to  be  a 
section  of  artillery  belonging  to  the  army  of  General  Jackson.  The 
mistake  was  sqou  discovered;  hut,  unfortunately,  not  in  time  to  pre- 
vent the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Ileice,  company  0,  and  one  private  of 
the  same  company.  After  a  short*  delay,  I  was  ordered  to  advance 
upon  Powhitc  creek,  throwin^g  out  skirmishers  in  advance.  This  was 
done  ;  and  for  some  little  time  a  brisk  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides; 
but  the  enemy  soon  ceased  to  attempt  to  dispute  the  crossing  of  the 
creek,  which  was  done  very  quietly,  and  without  any  interruption. 
After  a  short  rest,  to  enable  us  to  collect  and  provide  for  our  wounded, 
we  resumed  our  mlirc-h,  and  scon  came  upon  the  camp  of  the  seventh 
Massachusetts  regiment,  who  pecrael  at  first  disposed  to  give  us  bat- 
tle;  but,  upon  giving  the  order  to  charge  bayonets,  at  double  quick, 
they  broke  and  fled.  •  We 'continued  to  advance,  and  upon  gaining  an 
open  field,  commanding  a  view  of  the  encm^j^  position  at  Cold  Har- 
bor, we  were  subjected  to  a  Severe  fire  of  ^Mls  from  the  battery  of 
the  enemy.  This  fire  was  soon  silenced  by  our  own  battery,  and 
then,  under  your  order,  1  advanced  upon  the  position  of  the  enemy 
through  a  thick  swampy  piece  of  ground,  and  formed  line  of  battle 
on  the  edge  of  the  open  field.  In  a  short  time  I  saw  a  brigade  mov- 
ing donvn  upon  us.  When*  within  easy  range  of  us  they  o^aed  a 
most  deadly  fire  upon  my  regiment,  wounding  and  killing  riarge 
number  of  my  officers  and  men,  and  aiaongst  these  all  of  my  color 
guard.  Here  was  my  principal  loss,  amongst  them  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Smith,  who  had  distinguished  himself  for  gallantry  aij^  good  con- 
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duct,  although  feeble  from  a  recent  severe  illness.  His  wound, 
which  at  first  was  apparently  slight,  proved,  eventually,  mortal,  and 
he  sank  to  rest  calm  and  composed,  feeling  that  he  had  done  his  duty 
to  his  country.  After  being  so  severely  handled,  I  considered  it 
proper  to  take  my  regiment,  out  from  under  fire,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done.  Upon  coming  out  of  the  swamp,  I  found  Colonel  Mar- 
shall, with  a  remnant  of  his  regiment.  This,  with  my  own,  1  formed 
In  line,  and,  under  orders  from  General  Lee  and  Major  General  A,  P. 
Hill,  I  took  command  of  these  two  fragments  of  Regiments,  and  led 
them  into  the  wood  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied- by  the  brigades 
of  Generals  Anderson  and  Field.  Soon  I  was  joined  by  a  portion  of 
Colonel  Edward's  regiment,  under  Major  Farrow,  and,  with  this  por- 
tion of  the  brigade,  I  occupied  the  ground  as  above  indicated,  and  on 
Saturday  morning,  I  marched  my  regiment,  by  your  orders,  to 
another  position,  near  the  battle  ground,  where  we  remained  until 
Sunday,  the  29th  of  June.  On  this  day  we  recrosseu  the  Chicka- 
hpminy.  We  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  but  did  not  come  up 
with  them  until  Monday  evening,  the  30th  of  June.  Then,  although 
under  fire,  and  having  several  soldiers  and  one  lieutenant  (Sweeny, 
company  K,) •wounded  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  there  was  no  chance 
of  our  coming  in  actual  contact  with  the  enemy,  from  the  fact  that  tne 
ground  in  front  of  us  was  occupied  by  others  of  our  own  troops.  We 
were  likewise  drSwn  out  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  i  st  July,  but  did  not 
become  engaged  with  the  enemy,  although  for  some  time  under  the 
fireof  artillfery.  We  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  (with  the  rest 
of  the  second  brigade,)  who  had  sought  the  shelter  cf  their  gunboats  ; 
and,  after  remaining  for  twenty-four  hours  near  them,  we  were  or- 
dered back  to  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond,  to  go  in^o  camp. 

I  feel  that  it  would  be  invidious,  where  all  of  my  officers,  and  most 
of  my  soldiers,  behaved  so  well,  to  single  out  any  one  for  special  praise, 
'except- that  I  desire  to  mention  private  Dominick  Spellman,  of  com- 
pany K,  who  bore  my  colors  gallantly  during  the  battle,  after  Ser- 
geant Taylor  and  Corporal  Hayne,  who,  carrying  the  colors,  were 
shot  down — the  latter  taking  them  from  my  hands  when  the  former 
was  first  struck,  to  be  mortally  Avounded  himself  immediately.  I  have 
promoted  private  Spellman  to  be  color-bearer^  for  gallantry  on  the 
field  of  battle.     . 

I  beg  to  submit  appe^ided  list  of  casualties,  marked  A,  and  likewiao 
lists  showing  where  each  officer  and  soldier  of  the  regiment  was  on 
the  three  days  in  whicl|fc|p  were  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

I  am.  General,  ^^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HAMILTON, 
Colonel  Fdrst  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 


LETTER  OF  GENERAL  GREGG  TO  GENERAL  COOPER. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Light  Divi3ion,  ) 
Laurel  Hill,  July  18,  1862.       S 

To  General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  Richmond  : 

General  :  I  learn  from  Colonel  Hamilton,  commanding  first  South, 
Carolina  volunteers,  that,  in  an  interview  "with  yourself  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  the  other  day,  the  name  of  Major  McCrady,  of  the 
same  regiment,  having  been  somewhat  accident«illy  mentioned,  Colo- 
nej  Hamilton  expressed  the  opinion  that  Major  McCrady  had  not 
behaved  properly,  saying  he  had  served  on  my  staff"  on  the  2'7th  of 
June,  but  could  not  find  his  regiment  until  it  was  driven  back,  and 
that  now  he  had  gone  home  on  sick  leave.  Upon  which  you-  re- 
marked that  Colonel  Hamilton  had  better  have  him  ordered  back,  and 
that  you  would  issue  such  order,  if  Colonel  Hamilton  desired  it,  and 
that  if  lie  should  not  report,  you  v.ould  have  a  letter  of  another  kind 
addressed  to  him,  which  would  compel  him  to  resign.  To  which  the 
Secretary  of  War  assented. 

I  differ  entirely  with  Colenel  Hamilton  in  the  view  which  he  takes 
of  Major  McCrady's  conduct,  and  1  beg  leave  to  interpose  to  prevent 
'any  hasty  action  from  being  taken  against  Major  McCrady,  without 
giving  him  a  fair  hearing.  When  my  brigade  was  put  in  march,  ait 
the  commencement  of  the  late  operations.  Major  McCrady  was  sick 
in  Richmond.  He  left  a  sick  bed,  and  overtook  me  on  the  battle- 
field at  Cold  Harbor,  looking  extremely  feeble  and  ill.  He  said  to 
me  that  he  thought  he  might  be  able  to  accompany  me  and  perform 
soipe  staff  duty,  although  not  strong  enough  to  accompany  his  fegi- 
ment.  This  might  well  be,  as  I  had  required  the  field  ofl'icers  to  dis- 
mount awhile  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  better  and  sending  orders 
more  promp'tly.  Myself  and  my  staff  remained. on  horso  back.  I  do 
not  think  Major  JNlcCrady  couid  have  reasonably  anticipated  less  risk 
in  accompanying  me  on  staff  duty,  mounted,  than  in  marching  with 
his  regiment  on  foot.  I  requested  him  to  accompany  me,  and  he  did 
90.  In  the  heat  of  the  battle,  I  sent  him  to  rally  a  portion  of  my 
troops,  which,  from  the  difficulty  of  the  ground  and  the  firceness  of 
the  enemy's  fire,  had  got  into  some  disorder.  I  do  not  think  1  saw 
him  again.  Some  time  after,  proceeding  to  execute  my  order,  he  was 
seen  by  one  of  my  captains  retiring  in  a  state  of  exhaustion.  Ho 
told  this  officer  that  he  had  rallied  the  troops  referred  to,  and  staid 
with  them  in  the  fight  until  his  strength  gave  out  entirely.  Major 
McCrady's  regiment  had,  at  this  time,  been  formed,  by  my  orders, 
somewhat  to  the  rear,  preparatory  to  another  movement.  Major 
McCrady  went  to  it,  and,  in. attempting  to  dismount,  fell  to  the  ground, 
as  I  have  been  informed  by  his  brother.  Lieutenant  Thomas  McCrady, 
who  was  obliged  to  leave  him  thus  lying  on  the  ground,  whori  the 
regiraent  was  shortly  afterwards  ordered  by  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill, 
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• 
to  take  a  position  in  advance.  Lieutenant  McCrady  has  not  sincp 
neen  the  Major,  but  understands  that  he  got  back  to  Kichmond  in  a 
»-arriage  in  which  he  had  come  to  the  immediate  neighborhood  of- the 
battle  grtD.und.  1  understand  that  Major  "McCrady  afterwards  went 
home  on  sick  leave,  granted  in  Kichraond,  without  referring  the.  ap- 
plication to  his  commanding  officers.  If  this  proceeding  was  irreg- 
ular, it  was  an  irregularity  which  the  War  Department  has  permitted 
until  verv  hitely,  if  it  is  not  still  permitted,  and  Major  McCrady 
cannot  be  hold  responsible  for  it.  Colonel  Hamilton  himself  was 
very  unwell  during  the  late  operations  of  the  army,  and  at  one  time, 
on  the  march  on  the  29th  June,  sank  fainting  from  his  horse.  He 
refused,  however,  to  go  off  duty,  and  although  I  was  advised  to  order 
him,  1  judged  it  best  not  to  do  so.  By  the  power  of  his  constitution, 
Colonel  Hamilton  was  able  to  overcome  disease  in  a  remarkable  man- 
ner, and  this  may  cause  him  to  apply  his  own  standard  to  other  men. 
But  I  do  not  think  it  right.  Few  men  have  such  power.  Possibly 
Major  McCrady  may  not  possess  it ;  but  Major  MoCrady  had  been, 
sick  for  a  month  before  the  march  commenced,  and  was  perhaps  in  a. 
condition  of  body  which  no  power  of  mind  could  overcome.  I  see 
no  reason  whatever  to  question  the  good  conduct  of  Major  McCrady. 
I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  ask  the  Secretary  of  War  to  read 
this. 

I  have  the  honor  to.  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
*  MAXCY  GREGG, 

Brigadier  General.  P.  A.  C.  S. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAYWOOD. 

Headquarters  Seventh  REGIME^T  North  Carolina  Troops,  ) 

July  i(>,    1862.      S 

Brigadier  General  L.  O'B.  Branch, 

C6mm(^ding  Fouith  Brigade,  Light  Division: 

General-:  In  consequence  of  tliQ  fall  of  that  gallant  soldier  and 
generous  gentleman.  Colonel  R.  P.  CampbelK  late  the  commanding 
officer  of  this'reciment,  ■jvho  was  slain  in  the  fight  near  G^unes'  Mill 
on  the  27th  ultimo,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as*  second  in  command  of 
this  regiment,  to  report  to  you  the  proceedings  of  my  troops  in  the 
recent  battles  be*fore  Richmond.  His  fittest  monument  is  the  tattered 
•flag  whieh.drooped  above  our  glorious  dead  when  this  fearful  conflict 

was  over;  -       " 

I  have  the  honor  to   report  that,  on    the    2oth   June,,  1862,  after 
orders  were  received  from  you,  we  proceeded,  together  ^with  the  rest 
of  your  brigade,  from  our  camp,  on  the  Brooke  turnpike,  up  the  Tel- 
egraph road,   towards  the   Chickahominy  river.      On   the  following 
morning,  at  half  past  three,  A.  M..  after  bivouacking   the  night  pre- 
vious, in  pursuance  of  orders  received-from  you, .we  were  in  readiness 
to  move;  but  did  not  change  our  position  until  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  in 
consequence,  as  I  was  informed,  of  the^ant  of  information  as  to  the 
•  position  of  Major  General  Jackson.     At  this  hour  we  were   put  in 
motion,  the   seventh   regiment  being  in   the    front  of  your  brigade. 
We  soon  reached  the   Chickahominy,  upon  the  crossing  of  which  I 
was-immediateiy  thrown  forward  with  three   companies,  to-wit:  com- 
panies.C,  F  and  A  of  this  regfrnent,  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  m 
front  of  the  head  of  our  column,  for   the   purpose   of  dislodging   the 
enemy's  pickets  between  us  and  the  Meadow   Bridge.     After  march- 
ing a  few  miles  I  encountered  about  two  hundred  of  the  enemy,  who!u 
we  immediately  attacked  anj,  after  a  short  conflict,  drove  from  their 
position.     We  succeeded  in  capturing  their  flag  and  several  of  their 
company  books  and  memoranda,  with   a  slight  loss  of  wounded   and 
none  killed  on  my  part.     The  loss  of  the  enemy  we  had  no  means  of 
ascertaining.     The  next  point  at  whioh   we  encountered   the   enemy 
wa^a  few  hundred  yards  bevond  Atlee's  station,  on  the  Virginia  Cen- 
tral railroad.     Here  we  had  another  severe  skirmish.     Ccjonel  Camp- 
bell, of  the  seventh  regiment,  immediately  ordered  forward  company 
B      During  the  skirmish  one  of  the  last  named   company   was  mor- 
tally  and   a   few    soldiers    of    the  other    companies .  were    seriously 
wounded.     It  is  a  palpable  duty,  Ge;ieral,  that  1  should   express  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  three  companies  that 
were   more  immediately  .under  my   command.     Captain    J.  McLeod 
Turner,  of  company  F,.had  assigned  to  him  the  perilous  duty -of  cov- 
ering my   front   and    skirmishiflg   through    woods,  open    fields    and 
swamps,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the  enemy's  pickets.     When^ 
ever  he  became  engaged  he  was  promptly  and  fearlessly  sustained  by 
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Captain  R.  B.  McRae  and  J.  G.  Knox,  of  companies  C  and  A,  under 

my  command.  Captain  McRae  succeeded  in  bringing  away  the  ene- 
my's tiag  from  the  first  skirmish,  near  Crenshaw's,  and  Captain  Knox 
did  his  best  in  effecting  the  dislodgwent  of  the  enemy.  After  this 
second  skirmish  company  F  w?^  withdrawn  from  the  front,  and  com- 
pany A  ordered  to  assume  that  position,  in  order  to  divide  the  labors 
of  the  march.  Captain  Knox's  company  was  now  engaged  in  actively 
firing  for  a  while  upon  an  actual  or  supposed  enemy  in  our  front,  but 
there  was  no  response.  ' 

About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  having  learned  that  the  greater 
portion  of  Major  General  A,  P.  Hill's  division  had  crossed  the  Chick-  , 
ahominy  ^d  was  in  front  of  us,  I  reported  to  you,  whereupon  I  was 
ordered  to  unite  my  command  Avith  the  rest  of  my  regiment,,  under 
Colonel  Campbell.  I  may  confidently  assert  that  no  unnecessary 
time  was  spent  in  the  various  skirmishes  just  described. 

About  an  hour  and  a  half  before  dark  we  reached  Mechanicsviile, 
under  a  terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell.  For  a  short  time,  we  were 
compelled  to  wait  until  we  could  receive  orders  from  General  Hill, 
Before  dark,  we  were  ordered  to  take  our  position  in  a  road  which  ap- 
peared to  run  at  right  angles  with  the  road  we  had  previously  o.ccu- 
pied  and  to  the  left  of  it.  Upon  the  application  of  General  Archer 
the  seventh-  and  twenty-eighth  regiments  were  ordered  by  you  to  re- 
port to  him,  but,  upon  Colonel  Campbell's  application,  we  ascertained 
he  had  no  immediate  duty  for  us  to  perform.  It  was  then  fully  dark, 
though  the  artillery  conflic^  still  continued,  and,  as  soon  as  it  ceased, 
we  were  ordered  to  take  our  position  immediately  in  front  of  the  ene- 
my's batteries  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile-  therefrom,  being  still  in 
the  front  of  your  brigade.  At'  this  point  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night,  and  were  prepared  for  action  at  three  o'clock  next  morning, 
under  orders  from  you.  In  a  short  time  after  this,  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries opened  upon  us,  as  did  some  of  their  sharpshooters.  Under 
this  fire  we  remained  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  we  were 
ordered  into  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  last  spoken  of,  to 
which  position  we  moved,  marching  by  the  right  flank. 

About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  we  were  ordered* 
again  to  take  our  position  in  the  road,  which  we  accordingly  did. 
After  remaining  there  for  some  time,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  en-* 
emy  had  abandoned  his  position  in  the  batteries.  We  then  took  up 
our  line  of  march  for  Gaines'  Mill,  which  point  we  reached  betneen 
three  and  ^ur  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  the  same  day.  Almost  immedi- 
ately upon  arriving  at  this  point,  our  regiment  was  ordered  into  ac- 
tion. Wg  advanced  upon  the  right-hand  road,  having  thrown  for-, 
ward  two  companies  as  skirmishers,  who  were  immediately  engaged, 
when  the  whole  regiment  advanced  rapidly  to  their  support.  In  this 
advance,  company  B  did.  distinguished  credit  to  itself  and  its  com- 
mander. Captain  R,  S.  Young,  by  the  readiness  with  which  it  became 
aligned,  and  its  marked  steadiness  in  advancing  under  a  very  heavy 
fire.  As  we  approached,  Colonel  Campbell  ordered  the  skirmishers 
to  form  upon  the  right  of  the  regiment  and  the  line  advanced  to  a 
rail  fence  in  front  of  the  woods.  Here  we  engaged  the  enemy,  vastly  su- 
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perior  to  us  in  numbers.  After  holding  this  position' for  some  time, 
and  finding  hs  was  not  so  rapidly  reinforced  as  he  anticipated.  Colo- 
nel Campbell  ordered  his  regiment  to  retire  to  the  rear  of  the  wood. 
The  command  was  then  seperated.  About  seven  companies  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  Campbell,  were  almost  immediately  advanr:ed  to  their  pre- 
vious position,  and  three  companies  under  my  command,  to-wit, 
B,  F,  A,  and  a  portion  of  G,  were  rallied  in  the  rear  of  the  wood, 
and  reported  to  Major  General  Hill  for  orders.  The  seven  companies, 
under  Col.  Campbell,  after  driving  the  enemy  through  the  wood,  were 
ordere<l  by  Major  General  Ewell  to  charge  their  position  by  a  move- 
ment by  the  right  flank.  After  moving  about  a  quarter  cf  a  mile, 
they  were  ordered  to  advance  acrops  a  swamp,  and  over  an  abattis  of 
felled  trees,  up  a  hill,  upon  an  entrenched  position  of  the  enemy.  It 
was  in  th\s  advance  that  our  patriotic  Colonel  lost  that  life  which  was 
80  dear  to  his  whole  regiment.  The  colors,  when  the  advance  began, 
were  in  the  hands  of  Corporal  Henry  T.  Fight,  of  company  F,  He 
was  instantly  shot  down,  when  they  were  again  seized  by  Corporal 
James  A.  Harris,  of  company  I ;  he  was  also  shot  down,  when  Colo- 
nel Campbel  himself  seized  the  colors,  and,  advancing  some  twenty 
paces  in  front  of  his  regiment,  ordered  them  not  to  fire,*  but  follow 
him.  Within  twenty  paces  of  the  enemy's  line  he  was  shot  down, 
when  Lieutenant  buncan  C.  Haywood,  commanding  company  E, 
again  seized  our  flag,  the  staff  ot  which  had  been  shot  in  two,  and 
advanced  to  the  front  of  the  regiment.  He  also  immediately  lost  his 
life,  whereupon  the  the  flag  of  the  regiment  was  carried  out  of  the 
action  by  Corporal  Geary,  of  company  C. 

It  was  now  nightfall,  and  Major  Junius  L.  Hill,  who  had  behaved 
with  his  usual  distinguished  gallantry,  finding  that  more  than  half 
our  force  wa'S, destroyed,  and  himself  exhausted  by  long  action,  and  a 
severe  shock  from  one  of  the  enemy's  bombs,  formed  such  of  his  men 
as  as  he  could  collect,  and  reported  to  me. 

The  flag  which  was  borne  during  this  conflict  was*itcrally  shot  to 
pieces,  and  bore  upon  its  field  the  marks  of  thirty-two  halls.  This  is 
the  best  indication  of  the  heavy  fire  to  which  our  brave  men  were  ex- 
posed. 

My  portion  of  the  command,  which,  in  obedience  to  orders,  had 
fallen  back  to  the  rear  of  the  wood,  after  the  first  two  hours  of  the 
engagement,  was,  upon  my  application  to  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill 
for  orders,  ordered  towards  the  right  of  our  lines  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  a  portion  of  General  Jackson's  command,  which,  he  in- 
formed me,  was  then  upon  the  field.  My  men  cheerfully  and  ear- 
nestly advanced  towards  the  right,  with  cheers  for  "  Old  Stonewall." 
We  were  under  heavy  fire  for  the  rest  of  the  evening,  but  were  not 
80  actively  engaged  as  the  rest  of  our  regiment ;  the  aforesaid  portioi^ 
of  Jackson's  command  and  Wheat's  battalion  being  in  our  front. 

Near  nightfall  I  reported  to  you,  stating  the  exhausted  condition 
of  my  troops,  when  you  directed  me  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
approaching  the  enemy,  affd  post  sentinels  along  the  road  so  as  to 
collect  such  portions  of  your  brigade  as  might  pass  along  said  road, 
directing  th«m  to  bivouac  at  this  point.  V       • 
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On  Saturday,  the  '38th,  we  remained  quietly  in  our  bivouac  caring 
for  the  wounded  and  dead. 

The  country  and  our  State  too  painfully  appreciate  the  loss  of  our 
most  capable  Colonel  for  mz  to  say  aught  iu  his  praise. 

It  was  in  this  battle  that  company  E,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Haywood,  lost  all  of  its  officers.  Lieutenants  Haywood'and 
Clap  wore  killed, in  the  brave  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties. 
Lieut.  H.  C.  Graham,  late  of  the  twenty-second  regijiient  North  Caro- 
lina troops,  who  had  volunteered  to  take  a  command  in  the  same  com- 
pany, as  Lieutenant,  had  his  leg  broken  early  in  the  conflict. 

Where  almost  every  oificer  has.  distinguished  himself,  it  is  difficult 
to  bestow  especial  praise  lUpoa  any;  but  the  serious  bereavement  which 
this  company  has  sustained,  not  only  in  the  loss  of  their  officers,  but  also 
in  the  loss  of  men,  induces  me  to  commend  it  to  your  special  consider- 
ation. I  shall  take  occasion'hereafter  to  recommend  Lieutenant  Gra- 
ham for  promotion,  if  his  wound  will  admit  of  his  again  entering  the 
service. 

In  this  battle  it  was,  also,  that  Captain  R.  B.  McRae  was  seriously, 
and  W.  N.  Peoples,  of  company  K,  mortally,  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Jos.  C.  Miller,  of  company 'K,  here  rendered  up  his  life,  having  fallen 
in  close  proximity  to  the  point  where  Colonel  Campbell  fell  while 
bravely  leading  his  men  into  the  conflict.  Captain  McAuley,  com- 
pany I,  and  Lieutenant  W.  J.  Kerr,  company  D,  (the  coloi-  company,) 
also  sustained  serious  injuries  from  which  they  will  not  soon  recover. 
Many  others  sustained  injuries,  the  extent  of  which  may  be  learned 
from  official  reports  already  publislied. 

On  Sunday,  the  20th,  we  proceeded  to  recross  the  Chickahominy,  and 
pursued  the  §nemy  until  Monday  evening,  the  30th,  when  we  overtook 
him,  and  were  at  once  formed  in  columns  of  regiments,* on  the  right 
of  the  road,  under  cover  of  the  woods.  In  a  few  moments  we  were 
led  into  action  by  you,  in  person.  Since  you  witnessed  the  daring  of 
my  regiment  ^lile  advancing  towards  the  enemy,  under  a  terrific 
tire,  and  the  disadvantages  under  which  they  labored  in  meeting  re- 
treating batteries,  and  in  not  knowing  with  accuracy  the  point  for 
wbich  they  had  been  designated,  I  shall  leave  it  to  you,  General,  to 
say  al]  that  is  necessary  in  their  praise.  ^  a 

So  soon  as  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight,  the  order /waa  given-  for 
our  regin'ient  to  charge,  which  we  did,  without  faltering,  and  drove 
him  bef>re  us-  for"  at  kast  one  mile,  every  inch  cf  which  waj  hotly 
contested  It.  was  now  near  sunset,  and  finding  that  he  had  fallen 
upon  his  reserves,  which  extended  far  beyond  my  right  flank,  and 
tuat  we  Iiad  driven  away  the  immediate  force  that  were  protecting.the 
enemy's  batteries,  1  ordered  a  change  of  position,  so  ag  to  reform  in 
^fear  of  Gen^fal  Pender's  brigade,  which  was  then  advancing  to  our 
support.  About  this  time,  I  was  myself  disabled  b'y  a  slight  wound 
on  the  head,  but,  by  the  assistance  of  some  of  my  men,  was  enabled, 
tor  a  while,  to  keep  the  field  and  to  send  a  portion'  of  my  men  again 
into  action  under  command  of  Major  J.  'M  Hill.  '  ■'    " 

During  this  actimi,  and  irt  the  reformation  just  spokeo  of,  I  take 
occasion  t«  acknowledge  the  eminent  services  rendered  to  me,  my 
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regiment,  and  the  cause,  by  Major  Hill,  who  was  always  ready  to 
expose  himself  to  the  hottest  fire;  to  Lieutenant  L.  D.  Stockton,  ray 
adjutant,  who  was  by  my  side  during  the  whole  action,  except  when 
bearing  official  messages,  under  %the  enemy's  fire,  and  did  great 
service  in  assisting  me  in  rallying  the  men ;  Lieutenant  Miinro,  of 
the  second  North  Carolina  jegimeut,  who  was  acting  as  volunteer; 
lieutenant  in  company  E  also  distinguished  himself  by  conspicuous 
bravery.  Captain  J.  jMcLeod  Turner,  company  P\  and  his  command, 
distinguished  themselves,  as  they  have  always  hitherto  done,  by  tha 
Qagerness  with  which  they  approached  the  foe.  Lieutenant  Murchi- , 
aon,  company  C,  also  proved  himself  a  worthy  successor  of  his  disabled 
captain,  R.  B.  McRae.  It  was  in  this  contest  that  Lieuteuaut  J. 
Milton  Alexander  was  mortally,  and  Lieutenants  Dickey  and  Black- 
mar  seriously,  wounded.  In  this  battle  I  have  no  complaint  to  make 
of  any  officer  or  man  in  their  advance  upon  the  enemy ;  and  1  beg 
leave  especially  to  commend  the  conduct,  not  only  of  the  officera 
whom  I  have  just  named,  but  also  of  Captain  J.  G.  Harris,  company 
H,  and  Lieutenant  A.  A.  Pool,  commanding  company  K.  This  night 
n»y  regiment  spent  upon  the  field  ;  and  on  Tuesday  evening,  about 
seven  o'clock,  while  we  were  under  marcning  orders,  and  actually  on 
the  march,  we  were  ordered  into  the  action  at  Malvern  Hill.  We 
advanced  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  but  the  dark- 
ness came  upon  us  so  rapidlj'  that  we  were  not  actively  engaged  that 
night.  We  were  then  continued  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  until 
the  9th  instant,  when  we  were  ordered  to  our  present  camp,  four 
miles  fiom  Richmond. 

During  these  contests  we  have  lost  six  officers  killed  or  mortally 
wounded,  anft  sixteen  wounded,  twenty-nine  men  killed  on  the  field, 
and  two  hundred  and  two  wounded.  The  number  actually  carried 
into  action  on  Friday,  27th  ultimo,  was  near  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
officers  ami  men.  In  specially  commending  certain  officers,  whose 
conduct  was  markedly  brought  to  my  own  notice,  I  have  reason  to . 
believe  that  my  officers  generally  behaved  quite  as  gallantly  as  they. 
It  is  a  painful  duty,  in  such  a  regiment,  to  record  the  fact  that  Lieu- 
tenant W.  C.  Gwin,  of  company  K,  absented  himself  from  his  com- 
pany ajid  regiment,  without  leave,  as  did,  also.  Lieutenant  M,  W. 
llill,  of  company  A,  after  the  fight  on  Friday.  It  is  but  fair,  how- 
over,  to  these  officers  to  state  that  no  official  investigation  has  yet 
taken  place  of  their  conduct  upon  this  occasion. 
I  have  the  honor.  General,  to  be, 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  GRAHAM  HAYWOOD, 
Colonel,  commanding  Seventh  Regiment  N.  C.  Troops. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  STARKE. 

•  Headquarters  Sixtieth  Reg.  Virginia.Vol^.,  ) 

.  July  19,   1862.  { 

Captain  G.  F.  IlARftisoN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  First  Brigade, 

Light  Division : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submi^.  thefolloTving  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  late  battles  before  Richmond: 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  orders  were  received  to  hold 
the  regiment  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  At  three 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  that  day  we  received  the  order  to  take  up  the  line 
of  march.*  Obeying  this  ordei',  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at 
Meadow  Bridge,  and,  in  connection  with  the  other  regiments  com- 
posing the  brigade,  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  to  within  a  half  mile 
of  Mechanicsville,  at  which  point  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of 
battle  in  rear  of  the  fifty-fifth  Virginia,  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
Advancing  steadily,  we  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  Mechanicsville. 
Immediately  beyond  this  point  we  encountered  a  severe  fire  from  their 
batteries  in  crossing  an  open  field  in  their  front.  In  obedience  to  or- 
ders, the  direction  was  changed  to  the  left,  and,  marching  by  that 
flank,,  we  reached  the  cover  of  the  woods  on  that  side,  where  we  were 
halted.  Here  we  were  exposed  for  a  few  moments  to  a  most  galling 
fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  under  which  fire  I  was  wounded  in 
the  hand,  and  turned  over  the  command  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H. 
Jones,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  facts  connected  with  the  report 
from  that  time,  until  I  resumed  the  command.  Proceeding  through 
this  wocd,  another  field  was  crossed  and  another  wood  again  entered, 
where  the  enemy  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  small  branch  in  the  ravine  in  front  of 
uS.  Advancing  through  this  wood,  the  regiment  having  been  wheeled 
into  line  of  battle,  we  moved  down  the  side  of  the  hill,  took  our  posi- 
tion in  rear  of  the  forces  of  a  brigade  immediately  in  our  front,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy.  Here,  for  at  least  two  hours,  the  battle 
raged  most  violently. 

Our  loss  here  was  considerable,  Lieutenant  Srely,  of  company  I, 
being  killed  ;  Captain  C?ynor  and  Lieutenant  Paxton,  of  company 
F,  and  Lieutenant  Pack,  of  company  A,  being  wounded,  and  many 
privates,  both  killed  and  wounded. 

About  ten  o'clock,  Friday  morning,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to 
mov^  in  the  direction  of  Gaines'  Mill,  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H. 
Jones  still  in  command  of  the  regiment.  Having  passed  beyond  the 
mill,  the  brigade  was  halted  and  disposition  made  to  support  General 
Anderson's  brigade?  which  had  been  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy, 
strongly  posted  in  front  to  the  right  of  the  road.  *  This  regiment  was 
formed  in  column  of  companies,  at  half  distance,  to  support  the  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade  in  line    of  battle  io  front.     Advancing,  after  » 
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short  delay,  through  the  wood,  we  drove  back  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters in  the  direction  of  his  main  line.  Emerging  into  a  field  in 
front,  the  command  was  given  to  charge,  and  the  regiments  in  front, 
supported  by  this  regiment,  (the  sixtieth  Virginia,)  rushed  forward 
with  loud  shouts.  Unfortunately,  however,  we  had  proceeded  but  a 
few  hundred  yards,  when,  upon  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill,  within 
full  view  of  the  enemy,  the  centre  of  the  line  encountered  a  house 
and  garden  fence,  which  broke  the  line  of  the  regiments  in  front.  At 
the  same  time  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry.  Nevertheless  this  regiment  maintained  its  position  until 
some  regiments  in  front,  said  to  belong  to  General  Anderson's  brig- 
ade, gave  way,  falling  back  through  the  brigade.  We  were  then  com- 
manded *'to  fall  back  in  order,"  by  the  General  commanding.  This 
movement  was  attended  with  some  confusion,  but  a  large  proportion 
of  the  regiment  rallied  gallantly  around  their  flag  and  many  members 
of  other  regiments,  exhorted  by  the  General  commanding,  and  others, 
rallied  with  us.  Here  Capt.  Tomkins,  of  company  G,  was  killed  while 
gallantly  exhorting  his  command  to  stand  by  their  colors.  Not  being 
advisable  to  attempt  another  charge  at  that  time,  we  fell  back  to  the 
woods,  where  the  regiment  remained  until  again  ordered  forward  in 
the  final  and  victorious  charge,  in  which  charge,  however,  the  regi- 
ment did  not  net  as  conspicuous  a  part  as  was  desirable,  owing  to  a 
misapprehension  of  orders;  but  the  whole  command  behaved  with  re- 
markable coolness,  though  exposed  fbt  several  hours  to  a  most  har- 
rassing  fire  of  shell  and  musketry.  The  regiment  remained  on  the 
battle-field  until  Sunday  morning,  when  the  brigade  crossed  the 
Chickahominy. 

On  Sunday  evening,  I  rejoined  th<8?f«giment  and  resumed  the  com- 
mand. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  3(Jth,  wo  were  ordered  to  the  support  of 
General  Kemper's  brigade,  then  engaged  near  Frasier's  farm,  with 
an  ()verwhelnj,ing  force  of  the  enemy.  The  regiment  advanced  at 
double-quick,  nearly  two  miles,  to  the  brow  of  a  hill,  where  a 
battery  of  eight  guns  (Randall's  Pennsylvania  battery)  was  posted, 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  enemy,  and  by  them  recaptured  before, 
we  reached  the  ground.  We  were  immediately  formed  into  line  of 
battle,  the  fifty-sixth  Virginia  on  our  right,  and  ordered  to  retake 
the  battery.  Delivering  a  few  vollies,  the  regiment  moved  forward, 
charged  the  enemy,  drove  them  in  and  through  the  woods  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  killing,  wounding  and  taking  many  of  them  pris- 
oners and  recapturing  the  battery.  Upcm  reaching  the  wood,  however, 
the  enemy  poured  a  heavy  fire  into  our  line,  upon  which,  the  com- 
mand was  given  to  "charge  bayonets."  This  command  was  obeyed 
vrith  great  alacrity  and  very  many  of  the  enemy  fell  before  the  formi- 
dable weapon.  After  driving  them  for  a  half  mile  beyond  this  point, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  halt,  where  we  remained  for  a  half  an 
hour,  it  being  then  quite  dark.  The  enemy  not  again  appearing,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  battery,  and  there  remain  until 
the  pieces  were  carried  from  the  field.  This  accomplished,  we  re- 
turned to  the  road  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  In  this  engagement, 
32 
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Captain  Gilliam,  company  K,  and  Lieutenant  Moore,  company  F, 
Tfere  wounded,  with  a  loss  of  many  privates  killed  and  wounded. 
Sufteriii'^  from  a  wound  in  my  hand,  I  was  again  compelled  to  relin- 
quish the  command,  and  left  the  regiment  in  charge  of  Major  Sum- 
Qjers — Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  II.  Jones  being  quite  unwell,  and  having 
been  sent  to  Richmond  by  advice  of  the  surgeon. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle 
with  the  brigade,  but  was  not  called  into  action.  In  closing  this  re- 
port, I  must  beg  leave  to  mention,  77wst  particularly,  the  great  gal- 
lantry and  coolness  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jones,  who  was 
most  conspicuous  in  every  engagement  until  forced  to  leave  the  field 
of  battle  ;  and  it  was  to  me  a  source  of  intense  satisfaction  that, 
when  forced  to  relinquish  the  command,  I  was  enabled  to  place  the 
regiment  under  the  charge  of  so  capable  and  brave  an  officer.  Major 
Summers  led  gallantly  in  various  charges  in  which  the  regiment  was 
(Engaged,  acting  with  coolness  and  discretion.  To  Lieutenant  Pol- 
lock, adjutant  of  the  regircent,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  rendered; 
conspicuous  in  the  held,  leading  the  men  in  every  fight,  and  aiding 
most  materially  in  rallying  the  regiment  around  its  colors.  Of  the 
officers  of  the  line,  Captain  Hammond  and  Lieutenants  George  Given 
and  Johnson,  company  D ;  Captain  Taylor  and.  Lieutenants  McClin- 
tic  and  Larew,  of  company  E  ;  Captain  Coyner  and  Lieutenants 
Cabell,  Paxton  and  Moore,  company  F  ;  Captain  Rowan,  Lieutenants 
Pack  and  Shanklin,  company  A  ;  Captain  Johnston,  Lieutenants 
Canon  and  Toibough,  company  B;  Captain  Dews,  Lieutenants  Easly 
and  Darlington,  (the  latter  commanding  the  infirmary  corps,)  of  com- 
pany C  ;  Captain  Bailey,  Lieutenants  Hale  and  Belcher,  company  H; 
Captain  Gilliam,  Lieutenants  Wilson,  Heslip  and  Tucker,  company 
K  ;  Captain  Thoicpkins,  (killed,)  Lieutenants  Ingraham  and  Kelly, 
company  G  ;  Lieutenant  George,  commanding  company  I,  aided  by 
Lieutenant  Stephenson  and  Lilly,  (the  latter  killed,)  all  displayed 
conspicuous  gallantry. 

I  desire  to  notice,  particularly,  the  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Gecrge,  not  only  throughout  the  engagements  in  which  the  regiment 
participated,  but  for  past  merits  v/hile  in  charge  of  company  I,  in  faith- 
fully discharging  the  responsible  duties  of  his  position.  *  After  Cap- 
tain Coyner  received  his  wounds,  on  the  26th,  the  command  of 
company  F  devolved  on  First  Lieutenant  Cabell,  who,  in  the  suc- 
ceeding engagements,  deported  himself  with  remarkable  coolness  and 
bravery.  Lieutenant  Ingraham,  of  company  G,  who  assumed  com- 
mand of  company  G  upon  the  death  of  Captain  Tompkins,  attracted 
the  attention  of  all  by  his  unshrinking  courage  and  resolution.  The 
highest  terms  of  praise  apply  with  equal  justice  to  Lieutenants 
Curren,  company  B  ;  Easly,  of  company  C;  Hale,  of  company  H, 
upon  whom,  owing  to  the  wounds  or  sickness  of  their  captains,  in 
particular  engagements,  devolved  the  comAand  of  their  respec- 
tive companies.  Lieutenant  Larew,  company  E,  particularly  dis- ' 
tinguished  himself  in  the  charge  of  the  SUth,  seizing  the  colors 
of  the  regiment  from  the  color-bearer,  who  was  exhausted,  he  bore 
them  gallantly  in  front  of  the  regiment  until  the  enemy  were  driven 
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from  the  field.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  in  this  connection,  that  Lieu- 
tenant Summers,  company  A,  was  absent  on  detailed  service,  and 
Lieutenants  Jones,  company  B  ;  Johnson,  company  C  ;  Rector,  com- 
pany G  ;  Carr,  company  II,  and  Captain  Ryan,  company  I,  were 
absent,  sick,  during  those  engagements. 

I  would  be  doing  injustice  to  Sergeant-major  Corbell,  a  mere  youth, 
were  I  to  omit  calling  special  attention  to  the  coolness  and  soldier- 
like bearing  that  marked  his  conduct  throughout.  He  is  a  young, 
oflScer  of  great  promise. 

Ordnance-sergeant  Peyton  also  discharged  his  duties  with  prompti- 
tude and  fidelity.  Captain  McDonald,  quartermaster,  and  Captain 
Estelle,  regimental,  commissary,  were  prompt  and  efficient  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  and  their  general  conduct  ever  since  their  con- 
nection with  the  regiment,  has  been  worthy  of  all  praise.  To  Sur- 
geon H.  R.  Noel  and  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  R.  Capehart,  I  was  un- 
der many  obligations  for  their  unwearied  and  skillful  attentions  to- 
the  wounded  of  the  regiment.  The  non-commissioned  officers,  with 
but  three  exceptions,  acted  their  parts  well. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  noticing  the  conduct  of  Privates 
George  R.  Taylor,  company  E,  and  Robert  A.  Christian,  company  li. 
The  former  may  be  styled  the  father  of  the  regiment.  Near  sixt^y 
years  of  age,  he  volunteered  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and 
his  energy,  patriotism,  and  general  good  conduct,  as  well  as  his  deter- 
mined bravery  in  all  the  recent  engagements,  have  excited  the  admi- 
ration of  all.  Private  Christian,  in  the  bayonet  charge  of  the  30th, 
was  assailed  by  no  less  than  four  of  the  enemy  at  the  same  instant. 
He  succeeded  in  killing  three  of  them  with  his  own  hands,  though 
wounded  in  several  places  by  bayonet  thrusts,  and  his  brother,  Eli 
Christian,  going  to  his  aid,  despatched  the  fourth.  Rov.  Nathaniel 
G.  Robinson,  formerly  a  Lieutenant  in  company  I,  but  who  was  not 
a  candidate  for  re-election,  returned  to  the  regiment  after  a  brief  ab- 
sence, and  taking  his  musket,  fought  gallantly  through  the  battles  of 
the  26th,  27th,  and  3t)th  ultimo,  in  the  last  of  which  he  received  a 
slight  wound.  Such  conduct,  prompted  by  patriotism  and  a  sense  of 
duty  alone,  is  worthy  of  note.  For  a  detailed  account  of  the  good 
conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  privates  generally,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  several  company  reports  accompanying 

^is  document. 

W.  E.  STARKE, 
Colonel,  commanding  6i)th  Virginia  regiment 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  F.  MARSHALL. 

Headquarters  First  Regiment  Rifles,  S.  C.  V,  ) 
Second  Brigade,  Light  Division.      J 

To  Brigadier  General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division: 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  as  embracing  the  part  that  my  regiment 
took  in  the  battles  before  Richmond,  commencing  Thursday,  the  26th 
June,  and  ending  on  Tuesday  night,  1st  July,  instant : 

On  Wednesday  night,  the  25th  June,  the  brigade  took  up  the  line 
of  march  for  Meadow  Bridge,  on  the  Chickahominy,  and  halted  about 
three,  A.  M,,  to  rest  the  troops,  preparatory  to  the  coming  struggle. 
On  Thursday  evening,  four,  P.  M.,  the  brigade  was  put  in  motion  for 
Meadow  Bridge,  which  we  reached  about  six,  P.  M.,  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  all  their  entrenchments  near  the  bridge  and  fallen 
back  upon  their  stronghold  at  Mechanicsville.  The  other  brigades  of 
the  division  having  engaged  the  enemy  in  and  around  Mechanicsville, 
there  seemed  to  be  no  immediate  need  of  our  brigade,  and,  in  obe- 
dience to  orders,  I  formed  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle,  in  rear  of  a 
hedge  row,  to  await  further  orders.  Here,  during  a  heavy  cannonade* 
of  shell  and  grape,  my  regiment  was  put  to  a  severe  trial  of  their 
courage  for  two  and  a  half  hours  without  the  privilege  of  returning 
a  shot ;  but  I  am  happy  to  report  that  not  a  man  shrank  from  his  post 
of  duty.  I  had  one  private  killed  by  a  shell — Samuel  0.  Read,  of 
company  G.  Night  closed  with  the  capture  of  Mechanicsville.  On 
the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  second  brigade  of  Major  General  A.  P. 
Hill's  division  was  put  in  the  advance  and  pressed  on  after  the  enemy 
as  rapidly  as  circumstances  would  allow.  On  approaching  Gaines' 
Mill,  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  strong  force  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  creek,  to  resist  our  crossing  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  bridge. 
After  reconnoitering  the  position  of  the  enemy,  the  second  brigade 
wae  soon  formed  into  line  of  battle,  Colonel  Hamilton  on  the  right, 
supported  by  Colonel  Edwards;  Colonel  Barnes  on  the  left,  supported 
by  Colonel  Marshall,  Thus  formed,  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy, 
and  in  fifteen  minutes  after  we  opened  fire  they  retreated  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Cold  Harbor.  The  division  having  crossed  over,  General 
Gregg  was  again  put  in  the  advance  and  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre 
and  sccur  the  woods  and  fields  that  lay  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading 
to  the  enemy's  works.  For  this  purpose  the  same  line  of  battle  was 
formed  by  the  brigade  as  before  crossing  at  Gaines'  Mill,  and  the 
order  to  advance  given.  As  soon  as  we  discovered  the  enemy,  posted 
in  a  pine  thicket,  the  charge  was  made,  and  in  ten  minutes  we  drove 
them  out,  and  those  we  did  not  capture  or  wound  beat  a  hasty  retreat 
to  the  main  battle-ground,  selected  and  fortified  by  the  enemy.  At 
two,  P.  M,,  we  advanced  to  Cold  Harbor,  where  we  rested  a  few  mo- 
menta, preparatory  to  a  charge  upon  the  enemy's  positions.     The 
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Crenshaw  battery  was  ordered  forward,  which,  in  a  gallant  style, 
opened  upon  the  enemy's  position  in  froiit.  This  disclosed  two  heavy 
batteries  of -the  enemy,  who  commenced  throwing  shot  and  shell  into 
our  ranks  at  a  destructive  rate.  The  second  brigade  was  now  formed 
into  line  of  battle,  with  Colonel  Hamilton  on  the  right,  Colonel  Mar- 
shall in  the  centre,  Colonel  Barnes  on  the  left,  and  Colonel  Edwards 
for  a  support.  In  this  position  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy  at  a 
double-quick,  under  heavy  discharges  of  shell,  grape  and  canister, 
many  falling,  killed  and 'wounded.  We  dashed  through  tree  tops, 
mud,  marshes  and  branches,  driving  the  enemy  before  us  until  we  got 
possession  of  the  brow  of  the  hill  upon  which  the  enemy's  batteries, 
in  strong  force,  were  posted.  Here  wo  remained  for  about  two  hours, 
exposed  to  canister,  grape  and  musketry,  while  a  heavy  cannonade 
was  going  on  over  our  heads  between  the  Crenshaw  battery  and  those 
of  the  enemy.  At  four,  P.  M.,  you  havin^determined  to  take  a  bat- 
tery which  had  been  throwing  grape  and  canister  on  our  right,  called 
for  the  first  rifles,  South  Carolina  volunteers.  I  asked  what  were 
your  orders  ?  You  replied  that  you  wanted  me  to  take  a  battery  with 
my  regiment,  which  had  been  playing  on  our  right,  and  drive  the 
enemy  back.  *'  The  battery  was  about  five  hundred  yards  in  that  di- 
rection," pointing  with  your  hand.  I  replied  that  I  would  do  it  if  it 
were  possible.  I  placed  the  two  flanking  companies,  Captain  Perrin's 
and  Captain  J.  J.  Norton's,  one  hundred  yards  in  front,  as  skirmish- 
ers, covering  the  front  of  my  regiment  when  deployed,  and  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Perrin.  I  placed  Captain  Miller's  company 
fifty  paces  in  rear  of  Captain  Perrin's,  to  support  him ;  and  Captain 
Miles  M.  Norton  fifty  paces  in  rear  of  Captain  J.  J.  Norton,  to  sup- 
port him.  I  placed  the  four  companies  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Leadbetter.  In  rear  of  these  companies,  thus  disposed,  I 
placed  the  six  remaining  companies,  viz  :  Captains  Harrison's, 
Moore's,  Cox's,  Henagan's,  Hawthorn's  and  Hadden's — all  the  cap- 
tains being  present  and  in  command  of  their  respective  companies. 
Before  giving  the  command  to  advance,  I  called  upon  the  regiment 
*'  to  remember  the  State  from  whence  they  came,  to  put  their  trust 
in  God,  and  acquit  themselves  like  men."  At  this  awful  moment 
there  was  not  a  quiver  nor  a  pallid  cheek,  nor  any  disposition  to  give 
way  on  account  of  feeble  health,  when  there  were,  as  I  personally 
know,  more  than  twenty  men  who  had  just  risen  from  beds  of  sick- 
ness to  participate  in  the  battles.  There  was  a  calmness  and  settled 
determination  on  the  part  of  every  man  "  to  do  or  die  "  in  the  at- 
tempt. I  gave  the  command,  "  Double-quick,  march,"  and,  as  soon 
as  we  had  gained  the  old  field,  "  Charge  bayonets,"  at  the  same  time 
deploying  the  six  remaining  companies  to  the  left,  supporting  the 
entire  lino  of  skirmishers.  As  soon  as  we  emerged  from  the  pines 
we  were  met  by  a  most  destructive  fire  from  the  e^piy  in  front  and 
on  our  left,  and,  as  soon  as  we  had  cleared  about  one  hundred  yards 
of  the  old  field,  two  heavy  batteries  on  our  left," about  six  hundred 
yards  off",  poured  into  our  ranks  a  deadly  fire  of  grape  and  canister. 
Here  it  was  that  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Sloan,  was  shot 
down  by  my  side,  while  gallantly  aiding   me,  and  urging   on    the 
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char<'e  of  the  regiment.  Here,  also,  fell  Captain  R.  A,  Hawthorn, 
gallantly  leading  his  company,  A  few  paces  further  fell  Captain 
Ilenagan,  another  noble  spirit,  leading  his  cen\pany.  Close  by  his 
side  fell  his  gallant  lieutenant,  (Brown,)'  and  further  fell  the  gallant 
and  patriotic  Lieutenant  Samuel  McFall,and  near  him  fell  Sergeant- 
Major  ?>IcGhee,  nobly  cheering  the  men  on  to  the  charge.  My  men, 
although  now  under  three  cross  fires,  and  falling  thick  and  fast  from 
one  end  of  tlie  line  to  the  other,  never  once  faltered.  Finding  no 
battery,  they  dashed  on  to  the  woods  in  front,  where  Avere  posted 
seven  regiments  of  the  enemy,  including  the  Pennsylvania  reserves. 
Here  my  men  got  the  first  chance  to  exchange  shots.  They  com- 
menced a  deadly  fire  upon  the  enemy,  advancing  upon  them  as  they 
delivered  their  fire — some  of  the  men  having  it  hand  to  hand,  club- 
bing their  rifles,  and  then  despatching  four  or  five  with  the  bayonet — 
many  taking  dead  aim  though  the  forks  of  trees.  While  this  suc- 
cessful movement  was  going  on,  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment  was 
about  being  out  flanked  by  about  five  hundred  New  York  Zouaves, 
who  came  down  upon  my  left  in  a  desperate  charge.  I  looked  for 
my  support,  but  could  not  see  any,  and  then  to  the  left  of  the  field 
for  the  other  two  regiments,  but  could  not  see  either  of  them,  and 
thus  I  was  left  alone,  contending  against  seven  regiments.  At  this 
time  Lieutenant  Higgins  gathered  around  him  some  thirty  riflemen, 
who  poured  into  the  ranks  of  the  Zouaves  such  a  deadly  fire  as  to 
bring  their  left  to  a  stand  still.  During  this  halt  of  the  Zouaves,  I 
ordered  my  regiment  to  fall  back  (after  having  driven  the  enemy  to 
their  camp)  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  where  we  entered,  and,  then 
filing  to  the  right,  conducted  them  in  safety  down  a  road,  where  1 
formed  the  remnant  under  cover  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  Zouaves, 
Just  as  I  was  forming,  a  North  Carolina  regiment  came  up,  and 
assisted  us  in  giving  a  complete  check  to  any  further  movement  of  the 
enemy  in  this  quarter.  Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  desperate 
charges  I  ever  before  witnessed ;  and  I  feel  thankful  to  a  kind  Provi- 
dence that  so  many  of  us  escaped,  to  witness  the  most  complete 
triumph  of  our  arms  in  the  hardest  contested  battle  before  Richmond, 
and  the  one  which  decided  the  fate  of  the  Yankee  army.  That  night 
the  regiment,  in  connection  with  Colonel  Hamilton's  and  a  portion  of 
the  thirteenth  -South  Carolina  volunteers,  under  command  of  Major 
Farrow,  slept  upon  the  battle-field. 

On' Saturday  morning,  I  called  for  a  report  of  the  different  compa- 
nies of  my  regiment,  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  and  found 
from  their  reports  that  my  worst  fears  were  realized,  as  to  the  de- 
struction of  my  regiment.  In  that  charge  we  had  sustained  a  loss  of 
seventy. si.x  killed,  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  wounded,  and  fifty- 
€ight  missing;  and  J  had  only  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  officers, 
non-comraissiop^l^fiicers  and  privates  for  duty.  Early  that  morning 
I  made  a  detail  from  each  company  to  bury  their  dead,  and  so  severe 
was  the  work  of  death  in  some  of  the  companies,  that  it  took  the 
detail  all  day  to  bury  their  dead.  This  sad  duty  performed,  we  were 
.permitted  again  to  sleep  that  night  on  the  battle-field. 

Early   Sunday  morning,  the  brigade  was  put  under  marching  or- 
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ders,  and  about  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we  took  up  the  line  of  mtircli  for 
the  south  side  of  the  Chichahominy,  via  New  Bridge.  After  march- 
ing until  nine  o'clock  that  night,  we  bivouacked  about  twelve  mile? 
below  Riclunoad,  on  the  D:trb3^town  road,  close  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  who,  we  learned,  had  been  driven  that  day  aud  the  day  pre- 
vious from  his  strong  fortifications  in  front  of  Richmond. 

On  Monday,  the  3l)th,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  pushed 
down  the  Darbytown  road  until  we  came  upon  the  enemy,  strongly 
entrenched,  behind  breastworks.  The  brigades  of  our  division  that 
were  in  front  of  the  second  brigade  were  soon  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  and  our  brigade  was  permitted  to  rest  for  a  few  moments, 
preparatory  to  any  emergency  that  might  occur.  More  troops  were 
called  for  by  General  Hill,  and  the  second  brigade  was  rapidly  ad- 
vanced to  the  held  of  action.  When  near  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
two  regiments  (Colonels  Edwards  and  McGowan)  were  advanced  to 
the  right,  to  engage  the  enemy,  and  the  other  three  regiments  (Colo- 
nels Hamilton,  iiarnes  and  my  own,)  were  advanced  to  the  left,  to 
engage  the  enemy  if  they  presented  themselves.  Here  we  were  ex- 
posed to  a  heavy  firo  from  the  enemy,  not  being  able  to  return  a 
single  shot,  on  account  of  our  friends — General  liongstreet's  divigion 
being  in  front.  Here  I  had  nine  wounded,  without  the  least  chance 
of  inilicting  any  damage  upon  the  enemy;  but  we  had  the  consolation 
of  hearing  the  shouts  of  triumph  from  our  friends  in  front,  and  the 
rout  of  our  enemies.  We  slept  upon  the  battle-field  that  night.  The 
next  morning  we  were  marched  back  to  the  brigade  camping  ground 
that  we  had  occupied  the  day  before,  for  the  purpose  of  having  rations 
issued  to  the  troops.  Here  we  rested,  as  a  reserve  to  the  forces  tkat 
were  engaged  in  the  Tuesday's  battle.  About  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  second  brigade,  in  connection  with  the  other  brigades  of 
the  division,  was  put  in  motion,  to  render  any  assistance  that  might 
be  needed  by  our  friends  in  the  desperate  battle  that  was  then  raging. 
We  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  our  advancing  column,  ready  to 
strike  a  blow  when  most  needed.  Here  we  were  again  exposed  to  a 
heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  for  an  hour,  but,  fortunately,  no  one  of 
my  regiment  was  injured. 

Thus  ended  the  series  of  hard-fought  battles  before  Richmond,  re- 
sulting in  the  complete  triumph  of  the  Confederate  arms,  and  the 
repulse  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  the  self-styled 
"  Young  Napoleon,"  who  had  been  forced  to  seek  protection  under 
cover  of  their  gunboats,  thirty  miles  down  the  James  river. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  record  to  the  gallant  and  officer-like 
conduct  in  which  my  held  officers  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Leadbettcr  and 
Major  J.  W.  Livingston)  bore  themselves  throughout  the  day,  and 
especially  in  the  charge.  Major  Livingston  received  a  severe  wound 
on  the  left  side  while  making  the  charge. 

I  am  proud  to  record  the  gallant  manner  in  which  Captain  James 
M.  Perrin,  as  commander  of  the  skirmishers,  acquitted  himself.  He 
deserves  great  credit  for  the  coolness  and  bravery  he  displayed  on 
.that  occasion.     Also,  Captain  J.   J.  Norton,  his  junior,  in  command 
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of  the  skirmishers,  who  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm  while  gallantly 
leading  his  company. 

The  handsome  manner  in  which  Captains  Miller  and  Miles  M.  Nor- 
ton supported  the  advance  companies,  entitles  them  to  great  prais©. 
Captain  Miller  was  wounded  in  the  right  side,  while  gallantly  leading 
his  company,  which  had  thirteen  killed  on  the  field.  Captain  Milea 
M.  Norton,  who  had  left  a  sick  bed  to  lead  his  men  into  action,  bore 
himself  in  a  gallant  manner,  at  the  head  of  his  company,  Jind  is  en- 
titled to  great  credit.  Captain  F.  E.  Harrison  was  shot  down,  having 
receivid  a  severe  wound  in  his  leg,  while  gallantly  leading  his  com- 
pany through  the  severest  of  the  fight.  Captain  G.  W.  Cox  was 
shot  down  while  nobly  leading  his  company  through  the  charge.  He 
had  sixteen  men  killed  on  the  field.  Captains  Moore  and  Hadden, 
who  passed  through  unscathed,  were  distinguished  for  their  coolness 
and  bravery,  throughout  the  entire  engagement.  Lieutenant  William 
C,  Davis  distinguished  himself  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  during 
the  battle.  He  received  a  severe  wound  on  the  head,  bound  it  up,  and 
fought  throughout  the  day.  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Higgins,  of  company 
G,  was  conspicuous  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  battle, 
fighting  the  Zouaves,  and  bringing  them  to  a  stand  still,  with  thirty 
men.  Lieutenant  Latimer,  company  G,  fell  dangerously  wounded  in 
the  ankh),  while  gallantly  supporting  the  skirmishers.  He  has  since 
died.  Lieutenant  McKay,  of  company  H,  was  seriously  wounded  in 
the  arm,  while  leading  his  company  after  his  captain  fell.  Lieuten- 
ant Philpot,  of  company  A,  fell  dangerously  wounded,  while  sustain- 
ing the  charge  of  his  company.  Lieutenant  Norris,  of  company  K, 
fell,  mortally  wounded,  (since  dead,)  while  nobly  leading  his  company 
after  his  captain  had  fallen.  Lieutenants  John  B.  Sloan,  of  company 
D;  Fullerton,  of  company  F;  Pratt,  of  company  G;  Cheshire,  of 
company  K  ;  Holcomb,  of  company  A  ;  Dixon,  of  company  C  ;  Mace, 
of  company  H,  who  passed  through  uninjured,  deserve  great  credit 
for  the  coolness  and  bravery  displayed  by  them  throughout  the  en- 
gagement. 

To  Lieutenant  Robertson,  company  B,  commander  of  the  infirmary 
corps,  the  regiment  is  greatly  indebted  for  the  prorspt  and  timely  as- 
sistance aftbrded  the  wounded  during  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  Thia 
corps  worked  all  night,  carrying  off  the  wounded,  and  were  until 
twelve  M.,  the  next  day,  before  their  labors  were  ended.  THey  de- 
serve great  credit. 

To  my  surgeon.  Dr.  T,  A.  Evans,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the 
prompt  preparations  of  the  surgical  department  for  the  battles,  and 
for  th-e  skill  and  ability  he  displayed  in  his  operations,  and  taking 
care'of  the  wounded. 

To  my  chaplain,  Rev.  H.  T.  Sloan,  I  have  always  been  indebted  for 
the  high  moral  influence  he  has  exercised  over  the  regiment,  and  par- 
ticularly after  this  bloody  battle,  in  administering  spiritual  comfort  to 
the  dying,  and  superintending  the  burial  of  the  dead  of  the  regiment. 
He  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties- 
of  his  office,  under  great  privations  and  trials. 

My  commissary,  Captain  Edwards,  was  always  at  his  post,  with  ra- 
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tions  for  the  men,  never  allowing  the  regiment  to  be  without  some- 
thing to  eat  during  the  battles. 

My  quartermaster,  Captain  Thomas  B.  Lee,  was  transferred,  a  few 
days  previous,  to  the  brigade  staff,  in  which  he  bore  himself  gallantly. 
I  am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  valuable  services  while  acting  as 
quartermaster  to  my  regiment. 

To  my  special  aids.  Lieutenants  J.  T.  Parks  and  William  J.  Mar- 
shall, I  was  greatly  indebted  during  the  battle  for  their  valuable  ser- 
vices in  extending  ray  orders.  They  distinguished  themselves  for 
their  coolness  and  bravery.  During  the  day,  Lieutenant  Parks  cap- 
tured seven  prisoners. 

During  the  charge,  my  color-sergeant,  Kyle,  of  company  B,  was 
distinguished  for  his  coolness  and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  bore 
the  regimental  flag.  When  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  he  was  shot 
down,  dangerously  wounded  through  the  thighs,  Corporal  Milford,  of 
company  F,  one  of  the  color-guard,  gathered  the  colors  and  bore 
them  triumphantly  through  the  charge.  It  has  three  bullet-holes 
through  it,  and  one  nearly  cutting  the  staff  in  two. 

To  the  gallant  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  who  each 
personally  distinguished  himself  for  coolness  and  bravery  during  the 
bloody  battle,  the  country  owes  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude.  It  is  the 
private  who  has  to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  his  name 
should  be  placed  high  in  the  niche  of  fame.  They  are  all  entitled  to 
the  highest  reward  of  a  grateful  country 

It  is  gratifying  for  me  to  report  upon  the  accurate  and  deliberate 
firing  of  my  regiment.  There  was  not  a  tree  on  the  side  where  we 
entered  the  woods,  marked  by  a  ball  higher  than  six  feet,  and  lower 
than  the  knees,  while  on  the  Yankee  side,  they  ranged  from  thirty 
feet  down  to  the  ground. 

The  result  of  our  contest  with  the  enemy  was,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-three  regulars  and  Pennsylvanians,  and  thirty-two  New  York 
Zouaves  killed  on  the  field,  and  twenty-three  wounded  prisoners, 
among  them  a  major  and  a  first  lieutenant. 

I  trust  that  the  part  perform.ed  by  my  regiment  in  the  recent  battles 
before  Richmond  meets  with  the  approval  of  our  General.  The 
highest  ambition  of  the  regiment  was  to  perform  every  duty  in  the 
great  struggle  assigned  to  it,  and  to  contribute,  by  its  efforts,  in  con- 
nection with  other  regiments,  to  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  en- 
emy, and  to  see  victory  perch  upon  the  Confederate  standards. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  casualties  of  the  first  regiment 
rifles.  South  Carolina  volunteers,  as  made  oat  by  the  commanders^of 
companies  on  the  12th  instant.  Copies  of  such  reports  accompany 
this  report : 

Total  killed,  eighty-one ;  wounded,  two  hundred  and  thirty. four; 
missing,  four.     Total,  three  hundred  and  nineteen. 

Carried  into  action,  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Infirmary  corps,  forty. 

Pioneer  corps,  ten. 

Total  on  field  for  duty,  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 
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In  reference  to  proper  persons  to  be  recommended  for  promotions, 
I  aflk  for  further  time,  and  desire  a  conference  with  the  General. 
Respectfully  submtted, 

J.  FOSTER  MARSHALL, 
Colonel  ]st  Regiment  JRifka.^  S.  C.  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CRENSHAW. 

Headquarters  Crenshaw's  Battery,      > 
Near  Richmond,  July  14,  1862.  S 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  lOtli  instant,  I  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Soon  after  receiving  your  orders  (while  in  carap  at  Dr.  Friend's 
house,  Wednesday,  2oth  June)  to  cook  two  days'  rations,  and  prepare 
to  march  that  evening,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us  from  the  earth 
works  he  had  just  thrown  up  near  Hogan's  house,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Chickaiiominy.  This  fire  was  kept  up  very  constantly  during 
the  day,  and  resulted  only  in  the  killing  of  two  of  my  horses.  In 
accordance  with  your  orders,  the  fire  was  not  returned  by  me.  Soon 
after,  v/e  started  on  the  march,  bivouacked  near  the  brook,  about  three 
o'clock,  at  night,  rested  nearly  all  of  Thursday  in  the  road,  and  in 
the  afternoon,  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  the  Meadow  Bridge,  in  the 
rear  of  your  brigade.  In  accordance  with  your  orders,  I  halted  the 
battery  under  shelter  of  the  hill,  about  half  a  mile  this  side  of 
Mechnnicsville,  where  we  remained  until  next  morning,  receiving  the 
shells  of  the  enemy,  but  without  taking  any  part  in  the  fight.  This 
shelling  resulted  in  no  loss  to  us. 

On  Friday  morning,  27th  June,  we  started  down  the  Chickahominy 
in  rear  of  your  brigade,  and  my  battery  was  the  first  to  cross  the 
bridge  at  Gaines'  mill,  which  was  eifectcd  about  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Soon  after  crossing,  in  accordance  with  your  orders,  we  went  into 
battery  near  New  Cold  Harbor  house,  and  commenced  firing  at  the 
enemy's  infantry,  who  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  across  the  hill 
above  us.  They  were  soon  scattered  and  driven  out  of  our  sight,  and 
we  were  opened  upon  by  three  batteries  of  the  enemy,  on  the  same 
hill,  who  fired  very  rapidly,  and  against  Avhom  we  then  directed  our 
fire.  Unfortunately  for  us,  our  position  was  such  that  we  could  not 
manoeuvre  our  battery  ten  yards  to  the  right  or  left,  the  opening  in 
the  woods  through  which  we  had  to  fire  being  very  narrow.  We  con- 
tinued under  the  incessant  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  for  nearly  two 
hours,  ceasing  our  own  fire  more  than  once,  when  the  charge  on  the 
enemy's  batteries  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  our  infantry. 

During  this  engagement,  I  received  your  message  to  manccuvrctho 
battery  or  remove  it  from  the  field  under  fire,  at  my  discretion.  Find- 
ing that  no  infantry  of  the  enemy  were  in  sight,  and  that  we  had  been 
80  long  under  fire  of  their  several  batteries,  that  they  had  been  able 
to  get  our  range  very  accurately,  and  that  we  were  being  damaged  by 
them,  having  lost  in  killed  and  seriously  wounded  five  men  and  eleven 
horses,  I,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  you  gave  me,  withdrew  my 
battery  some  two  hundred  yards  from  the  field.  After  resting  about 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  finding  the  enemy's  infantry  had 
formed  on  the  hill  above  us  again,  we  returned  with  the  battery  to  its 
original  position,  soon  scattering  them,  and  then  continued  firing  upon 
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their  batteries.  While  firing  upon  the  infantry  on  the  hill  to  my  left, 
it  -was  suggested  that  they  might  be  friends,  and  we  ceased  firing 
upon  them,  a  few  moments  until,  with  your  assistance,  we  could  ex- 
amine them  minutely  with  our  glasses.  You  being  satisfied  that  they 
were  not  friends,  we,  by  your  order,  opened  upon  them  again,  when 
they  soon  disappeared  from  our  view,  , 

We  continued  in  this  second  engagement  about  an  hour,  when  two 
of  our  br«iss  pieces  becoming  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  the  axles, 
and  the  other  two  brass  pieces  too  hot  to  fire  with  safety,  you  ordered 
us  to  retire,  to  make  room  for  Captain  Johnson,  who  had  been  ordered 
up  to  relieve  us.  We  had  lost  in  it  four  men  killed  and  seriously 
wounded,  and  eleven  horses,  but  succeeded  in  taking  off  the  two  dis- 
abled pieces  by  hand,  and  the  others  by  dismounting  our  chiefs  and 
hitching  their  horses  to  most  of  the  pieces.  In  accordance  with  your 
orders,  the  battery  was  then  taken  to  the  rear,  and  Lieutenant  Hobson 
started  at  twelve  o'clock,  that  night  to  Richmond,  with  the  disabled 
carriages  for  repairs,  and  a  wagon  for  ammunition,  and  "men  to  bring 
out  more  horses. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday  28th  June,  what  ammunition  we  had 
left,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  solid  shot,  canister  and  long-range 
rifle  shell,  was  placed  in  the  chests  of  three  pieces,  which  we  carried 
upon  the  battle  field  of  the  previous  day.  Soon  after  we  arrived 
there,  we  received  orders  from  Major  General  Hill  to  return  with  my 
battery  to  Richmond  to  refit,  and  remain  for  orders.  Upon  my  inform- 
ing you  of  these  orders,  you  authorized  me  to  rejoin  you  as  soon  as 
I  had  fited  up,  and  that  you  would  take  the  responsibility  of  my  doing 
so  without  orders.  I  accordingly  returned  to  Richmond,  Saturday 
afternoon,  remained  there  until  the  Thursday  morning  following,  hav- 
ing succeeded  in  getting  a  temporary  detail  to  my  company  of  thirty 
men.  With  these  I  proceeded  down  the  road  and  overtook  your  bri- 
gade just  below  the  battle  field  of  the  Tuesday  previous,  remained 
with  you  until  the  return  of  the  division  to  its  present  position  near 
the  city,  without  being  in  any  other  engagement.  '  We  fired  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  shots,  with  what  loss  to  the  enemy  I  do  not 
know. 

I  thus  sum  up  my  loss.  Nine  men  killed  and  seriously  wounded, 
per  list  annexed,  besides  several  others  slightly  wounded,  and  twenty- 
four  horses  killed  and  seriously  wounded,  including  the  two  killed  on 
the  2oth  of  June.  I  went  into  the  engagement  with  ninety-four  men 
and  four  officers.  None  of  my  men  left  their  guns  while  they  were 
in  battery  ;  only  two  who  were  in  the  first  engagement  failed  to  be 
present  in  the  second  ;  both  of  these  sent  me  certificates  of  physicians 
that  each  had  a  foot  so  badly  mashed  as  to  unfit  them  for  duty.  There- 
fore, where  all  behaved  so  well,  I  cannot  draw  any  distinction,  and 
shall  always  be  contented  if,  in  the  future,  all  do  their  duty  as  well  as 
they  did  on  the  27th  of  June,  which  was  the  first  regular  engagement 
the  men  were  ever  in. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

WM,  G.  CRENSHAW, 
Captain  commanding  Crenshaw's  Battery. 
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LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  referred  to  in  above  report  : 

Private  Robert  N.  Hines,  killed  instantly  on  the  field. 

Sergeant  Sidney  Strother,  seriously  wounded  by  shell  and  minnie 
ball;  died  during  the  night  at  his  home  in  Richmond. 

Private  D.  M.  Lancaster,  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  shell;  leg  ampu- 
tated, and  died  on  4th  July. 

Private  B.  V,  Graves,  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  shell  and  leg  ampu- 
tated; continues  very  ill,  may  probably  recover. 

Corporal  Wm.  B.  Allen,  severe  wound  in  the  leg  by  a  minnie  ball. 

Private  M.  T.  Rides,  severely  wounded  in  shoulder  by  minnie  ball. 

Private  George  T.  Young,  severely  wounded  in  neck   by  shrapnel 
or  minnie  ball. 

Private  Marion  Knowles,  severely  wounded  in  leg  by  shell. 

Private  Thomas  J.  Mallory,  severely  wounded  in  neck  by  minnie 
ball. 

We  were  fortunate  enough  to  get  all  of  our  wounded  into  the  city 
during  the  evening  and  night. 

W.  G.  CRENSHAW. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON. 

Headquarters  Maryland  Line,  i 
July  7,    1863.       \ 

Captain  J.  Campbell  Brown, 

Assistayit  Adjutant  General^  Third  Division  : 

Captain  :  On  Thursday,  June  26th,  yrh^n  the  army  advanced  from 
•  Ashland,  the  first  Maryland  regiment,  of  my  command,  was  ordered 
to  the  front  by  Brigadier  General  Ewell,  with  directions  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  when  found.  In  the  afternoon,  Captain  Nicholas, 
company  G,  whom  I  had  sent  in  advance,  skirmishing,  discovered  a 
cavalry  picket  at  a  church  at  the  intersection  of  the  Hundley  Corner 
and  Mechanicsville  road.  He  immediately  drove  them  in,  and  upon 
receiving  reinforcements  and  making  a  stand,  I  took  companies  A 
and  D,  and  drove  them  over  Beaver  creek.  Having  thus  gained  a 
hill  commanding  the  ether  side  of  the  creek,  I  was  ordered,  by  Major 
General  Jackson,  to  hold  it  and  take  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  my 
CQmmand  and  disperse  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  some  force  beyond 
it.  This  was  done.  I  bivouacked  on  the  hill  in  reach  of  their  guns. 
Once  during  the  night,  they  drove  in  my  out-posts,  to  rcover  a  piece 
of  artillery  Avhich  they  had  masked  near  my  position,  but  which  I 
did  not  discover  until  next  morning.  I  immediately  recovered  the 
ground.  The  next  day,  June  27th,  I  again  marched  in  advance,  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  and  si.xth  Louisima  being  in  front  as  skirmish- 
ers. When  near  Cold  Harbor,  the  battery  was  ordered  into  position 
by  Brigadier  General  Eizev,  to  whom  I  had  reported  for  orders,  with 
the  consent  of  Major  General  Ewell,  and  the  first  Maryland  was 
called  to  support  it.  The  cavalry  company  I  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  of  the  first  Virginia  cavalry,  as  it  could  be  of 
no  use  detached.  Here  I  remained  until  between  five  and  six  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  when  Major  General  Jackson  ordered  me  to  take  my  regiment 
into  action,  leaving  the  battery  with  a  cavalry  support.  I  Avent  in 
about  the  central  point  of  the  fire.  Arriving  on  the  plateau  in  front 
of  the  Gaines'  house,  I  found  it  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  behind 
them,  a  short  distance,  a  battery  which  poured  a  continual  and  rapid 
fire  into  our  troops  in  front  of  it.  Their  infantry  held  a  strong  po- 
sition behind  the  bank  of  the  road  in  front  of  Gaines'  house.  I 
found,  to  my  horror,  regiment  after  regiment  rushing  back  in  utter 
disorder.  The  fifth  Alabama  I  tried  in  vain  to  Tally  with  my  sword 
and  the  rifles  of  my  men.  The  twelfth  Alabama  reformed  readily  on 
my  right,  and  the  North  Carolina  regiments,  of  Colonel  McRae's  com- 
mand, at  my  appeal,  rallied  strongly  on  my  left.  Thus  reinforced, 
my  men  moved  forward  at  a  "right  shoulder  shift,"  taking  touch  of 
elbows,  dressing  on  the  alignment  with  the  precision  of  a  parade. 
Not  a  man  was  missing.  Marching  straight  on,  when  a  comrade  fell 
not  a  man  left  the  ranks  until  the  surgeon's  detail  carried  him  oflf. 
We  gained  the  road  and  the  house,  when  Brigadier  General  Winder 
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brought  the  first  brigade  into  line  on  my  right,  and  ordered  me  to 
put  some  Georgia  regiments  of  Brigadier  General  Lawton's  command, 
on  my  left,  to  take  coamand  of  the  -whole  and  charge  the  battery. 
This  was  done.  The  whole  line  swept  forward,  but  when  close  to  the 
battery  it  limbered  up  and  fled.  Two  of  its  pieces  were  found  next 
morning  in  the  road,  a  mile  from  the  position  we  charged. 

The  conduct  of  my  men  and  officers  is  beyond  praise.  They 
marched,  each  man  in  his  place,  with  a  precision  and  firmness  which 
can  never  be  surpassed.  I  append  a  list  of  casualties.  That  night 
we  slept  on  the  battle-field,  and  next  morning,  2Sth,  were  ordered  in 
front,  by  Major  General  Ewell,  and  gained  the  York  River  railroad. 
Pushing  beyond  to  a  hill,  which  commanded  Bottom's  Bridge,  I 
placed  a  picket  on  the  Williamsburg  road  and  held  the  hill,  by  order, 
until  the  3i)th,  when  I  was  ordered  off. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  finding  myself  in  the  rear  without  orders,  1 
pushed  forward  until  I  got  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Littleton's 
house  on  the  Malvern  Hills.  Here  I  halted  and  went  forward  with 
my  adjutant  and  adjutant  general  of  the  Maryland  line.  A  short 
distance  from  my  position,  I  met  Brigadier  General  George  B.  An- 
derson coming  back,  wounded,  with  the  fragments  of  his  command, 
which  had  been  repulsed,  losing  heavily.  I  lode  on,  and  just  in  front 
of  Littleton's  house,  came  suddenly  on  a  small  body  of  the  enemy 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  me.  Retiring,  I  reported  the  facts  to 
Major  General  Jackson,  and  asked  should  1  go  forward.  He  said  : 
"No."  I  remained  in  position  until  dark,  under  the  most  ter- 
rific fire  of  shell  and  shrapnel  I  can  conceive  of.  At  that  time, 
finding  troops  pouring  back  from  the  front,  and  no  one  to  get  orders 
from,  1  concluded  to  move  forward  towards  the  firing.  As  I  was 
going  up.  Major  General  Ewell  rode  up  and  approved  of  my  action. 
I  then  went  on  and  found  Brigadier  General  Winder,  and  by  hia' 
order,  took  possession  of  the  woods  beyond  Littleton's  house,  which 
I  held  until  we  marched.  This  gave  us  complete  command  of  the 
battle-field.  The  next  morning,  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  escorting  an 
officer  of  rank,  coming  impertinently  near,  was  driven  off' by  a  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  and  in  moving  off  gave  us  a  few  scattering  shots. 
On  this  day  I  lost  but  one  man,  but  my  assistant  surgeon  had  his 
horse  killed  by  a  piece  of  shell.  On  the  4th  of  July  we  occupied, 
with  Brigadier  General  Early's  command,  the  woods  in  front  of  West- 
over  church.  On  the  5th  there  was  some  sharp  skirmishing,  but  no 
loss,  except  that  Lieutenant  Bond,  A.  A.  General,  Maryland  line, 
bad  his  horse  killed. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel,  commending  Maryland  Line. 


REPORT  OF  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  BATTALION. 

Camp  Fifth  Virginia  Battalion,  July   10,   1862. 

Captain  J.  D.  Darden, 

Aid  de  Camp  and,  A.  A.  A.  General : 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I  herewith 
submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  fifth  Virginia  battalion  in 
the  engagement  on  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant.  About  ten  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  the  battalion  was  assigned  to  a  position  in  line  with  the  brigade, 
which  position  it  maintained  during  the  entire  engagement.  Though 
not  immediately  -engaged  on  the  battle-field,  the  battalion,  during  the 
whole  time,  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  grapeshot  from 
the  enemy's  battery.  The  casualties  were  one  private  killed  and  five 
wounded. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  E.  ALLEY, 
Captain  commanding  Fifth  Virginia  Battalion, 


REPORT  OF  FIRST  COMPANY  WASHINGTON  ARTILLERY. 

Camp   Longstreet,  Va.,  July   19,    1862. 

Colonel  J.   B.  Walton, 

Commanding  Battalion   Washington  Artillery  : 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  the  following  order,  I  reported  to  Major 
General  Longstreet  at  Phillips'  house  : 

"  Headquarters  Battalion  Washington  Artillery,  ) 
^^  Camp ,  July  5,    1862.       \ 

**  Captain  Squiers  will  report,  with  his  battery  of  rifle  guns,  to 
General  Longstreet,  at  his  headquarters  at  Phillips'  house. 

"J.   B.   Walton,   Colonel  commanding.** 

Generel  Longstreet  ordered  me  to  follow,  with  my  battery,  sucb 
directions  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee  would  point  out.  Colo- 
nel Lee  accompanied  me  over  a  farm  road  learling  into  the  Charles 
City  road.  Reaching  this  road,  I  marched  to  a  point  opposite  Wad- 
dill's  farm,  and  there  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  cavalry,  which  I  was 
informed  would  support  the  battery.  The  cavalry  arrived  about  dark, 
and,  in  obedience  to  verbal  orders  from  General  Stuart,  I  followed 
with  ray  battery,  arriving  at  Dr.  Wilcox's  house,  situated  one  mile 
from  James  river,  about  eight  o'clock,  P.  M,,  when  I  received  orders 
from  Colonel  Lee  to  halt. 

After  reconnoitering  the  position  my  guns  were  to  occupy,  Colonel 
Lee  ordered  me  to  march,  taking  a  road  known  as  the  road  to  Wil- 
cox's wharf.  On  arriving  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  river,  I 
placed  my  battery,  by  sections,  on  a  bluflf,  protected  on  the  right  by 
thick  woods.  The  section  on  the  right,  Lieutenant  Owen  command- 
ing, composed  of  one  steel  and  one  bronze  three-inch  rifle,  and  the 
left,  Lieutenant  Galbraith  commanding,  consisting  of  two  three-inch 
bronze  rifles.  I  placed  two  cannoneers  as  lookouts  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  was  informed,  about  one  o'clock,  A.  M.,  that  a  light 
was  seen  coming  up  stream.  Preparing  everything  to  give  the  craft 
a  salute  as  she  passed,  we  awaited  her  approach,  and  as  soon  as  she 
appeared  opposite  our  position  fiire  was  opened  from  my  four  guns. 
Darkness  prevented  us  from  seeing  the  effect  of  our  shot,  but  it  was 
the  opinion  of  all  present  that  eight  projectiles,  out  of  thirteen  fired, 
Btruck  the  mark. 

I  remained  in  the  same  position  till  daylight,  when  orders  came  to 
take  my  lormer  position,  in  a  piece  of  woods,  near  Waddill's  farm. 
At  this  poin%  men  and  horses  rested  until  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Julj 
6th,  when  I  received  orders  to  place  my  command  in  readiness  to 
move  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  artillery  was  now  increased  to  seven 
guns,  viz :  Four  three-inch  rifles,  (my  own  battery,)  two  ten-pounder 
Parrott  guns  of  the  Loudoun  artillery,  Captain  Rogers,  and  one 
Blakely  gun  of  Stuart's  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  McGregor,  the 
SS 
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Ihrce  additional  pieces  of  artillery  reporting  to  me  by  orders  from 
General  Stuart.  About  eigbt  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  artillery  moved  iu 
rear  of  Colonel  Rosser's  cavalry,  and  finally  took  up  a  position  near 
tlie  river,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilcox,  about  nine  miles  from 
the  point  we  occupied  on  the  previous  night.  At  sunrise,  July  7th, 
a  6m:Ul  Hteani  transport,  the  "Juniata,"  was  discovered  aground, 
about  one  thousand  yards  from  our  position,  when  the  guns  were 
speedily  thrown  into  battery,  and  op*ened  upon  her.  The  boat  was 
lightened  by  her  crew  and  backed  up  the  river,  but  finding  the  direc- 
tion was  lik-ely  to  prove  of  disadvantage,  she  moved  down  the  river, 
evidently  worsted  by  our  fire,  and  we  have  since  been  informed  by 
the  army  correspondent  of  the  northern  papers  that  she  had  to  be 
run  ashore  to  keep  her  from  sinking,  with  a  loss  of  two  killed  and 
six  wounded.  The  enemy  now  came  up  with  his  gunboats,  and  we 
retired  under  their  fire,  without  sustaining  any  damage.  He  shelled 
the  whole  country,  but  could  not  discover  our  new  position,  which 
was  in  a  piece  of  woods  about  one  mile  from  the  river. 

About  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  received  an  order  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lee  to  send  one  section  of  artillery  to  a  point  on  the  river 
near  Christian's  farm,  which  he  informed  me  would  be  supported  by 
one  squadron  of  Colonel  O'Brien's  cavalry.  I  detached  Lieutenant 
Galbraith's  section,  and  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant  G.  that  he  came 
into  battery  in  time  to  fire  upon  two  transports,  conducted  by  a  tug- 
boat, compelling  the  tug  to  cut  away  and  leave  the  transports  to  his 
mercy.  Lieutenant  Galbraith  sunk  one  transport  and  damaged  the 
other  greatly,  compelling  the  crew  to  abandon  her  and  escape  to  the 
opposite  shore.  The  enemy's  gunboats  now  opened  on  this  section, 
aiid  Lieutenant  Galbraith  retired  in  good  order,  under  his  fire,  and 
took  up  his  former  position. 

At  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  informed  me  that 
niue  transports  were  coming  up  the  river  and  ordered  me  to  move  the 
artillery,  now  consisting  of  five  guns,  to  the  position  on  the  river  we 
occupied  in  the  morning.  The  transports  soon  came  in  sight,  con- 
voyed by  three  gunboats.  They  consisted  of  eight  schooners,  two 
abreast,  towed  by  a  steamboat.  The  channel  was  very  near  the  shore, 
say  four  hundred  yards,  and  they  were  fairly  within  our  range  when 
fire  was  opened  on  them,  which  was  steadily  kept  up,  nearly  every 
shot  taking  effect.  The  enemy,  from  his  gunboats,  fired  upon  us  the 
whole  time,  but  1  am  happy  to  say  the  artillery  sustained  no  damage. 
The  transports  having  been  towed  beyond  our  range,  we  retired  to 
Charles  City  Court-House,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The 
fire  of  the  gunboats,  though  very  hot,  was  not  replied  to  by  our  artil- 
lery, and  we  did  not  condescend  to  turn  a  single  piece  of  artillery 
upon  him,  which  seemed  to  exasperate  the  enemy  to  such  an  extent 
tlhat  he  avenged  himself  by  shelling  the  neighboring  farm-houses. 

Early  next  morning,  July  8th,  I  was  ordered  to  move  down  the 
Charles  City  road,  in  the  direction  of  Bottom's  Bridge,  as  the  enemy 
was  advancing  in  large  force,  with  infantry  and  cavalry.  Having 
accomplished  our  object.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  ordered  the  artillery 
to  their  respective  camps.  « 
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During  the  expedition  the  artillery  fired  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  rounds,  as  follows : 

First  company  battalion  Washington  artillery,        -         122 
Loudoun  artillery,      -         -         -         -         -         -  30 

Stuart's  artillery, 20       . 

Total  number  of  rounds,         .         -         -         .         172 
The  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  acted  with  their  usual 
coolness  and  good  judgment,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
them  to  your  kind  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  Colonel,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

C.  W.  SQUIERS, 
Captain  commanding  First  Company,  Battalion  Washington  AitUkr-^.. 


REPORT   OF   CAPTAIN  GRAHAM. 

Camp  Drewry,  July  25,  1862. 
Colonel  Chilton  : 

Yesterday  I  was  informed  by  my  brigade  commander,  General  R. 
Ransom,  that  the  impression  prevailed  with  General  Lee  that  the  guna 
lost  in  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  30th  of  June,  belonged 
to  a  North  Carolina  battery.  This  battery,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain T.  H.  Brera,  was  th^  only  one  from  North  Carolina  in  the  battle, 
and  lost  no  guns  at  all.  Since  that  time,  Captain  Brem  having  re- 
signed, I  have  been  promoted  to  the  captaincy.  And  I  presume  the 
mistake  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  identity  of  the  two  names — • 
that  of  Captain  Graham,  from  Petersburg,  Virginia,  (who  lost  two 
guns,)  and  my  own.  His  case  is  now  undergoing  an  examination 
before  a  court-martial  in  Petersburg.  At  the  time  of  the  engagement 
we  were  in  General  Holmes'  division,  and  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  Colonel  Deshler,  his  Chief  of  Artillery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  GRAHAM, 
Captain,  commanding  Tenth  North  Carolina  Troops. 


REPORT  OF  OAPrAIN  MASTERS. 

w 

July  12,  1862 

Captain  Morgan, 

A.  A.  General^  Light  Division  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  battery  of  rifled  guns  under  my  command,  from  the 
26th  to  the  1st: 

Shortly  before  the  action  at  Mechanicsville  began,  the  enemy  with- 
drew from  their  works  in  front  of  me.  In  the  progress  of  the  action 
1  saw  that  while  the  guns  were  useless,  if  kept  in  the  works  built  for 
them,  that  if  removed  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  right,  they  could  be 
used  with  effect  against  the  heavy  battery  of  the  enemy  near  Beaver 
Dam  creek.  I  procured  horses  from  Major  Richardson,  and  moved 
the  gun,  but,  when  near  the  position  I  had  selected,  General  Long- 
street  ordered  me  lo  carry  it  about  a  mile  and  a  half  further  to  the 
right,  and  be  ready  to  open  the  next  morning  on  an  important  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  which  he  intended  to  attack.  The  gun  was  placed 
in  the  position  directed  by  him,  and  I  opened  a  rapid  fire  of  thirty- 
pounder  shells,  and,  as  I  hear  from  an  officer  who  was  taken  prisoner, 
with  eftect,  which  was  continued  until  ordered  by  General  Lee  to 
cease,  to  enable  the  troops  to  charge  over  the  ground  I  had  been 
shelling.  I  had  no  further  opportunity  of  participating  in  the  battles 
before  Richmond,  although,  by  the  orders  of  General  Pendleton,  I 
was  with  one  of  the  guns  near  Garnett's  farm,  and  both  of  them  near 
the  battle-ground  of  the  1st, 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  laboring  patiently  and  cheer- 
fully to  get  the  guns  into  the  several  positions  to  which  I  was  ordered^ 
especially  Captains  Milledge  and  Ansell,  who  accompanied  me  with 
detachijients  of  men  and  horses  from  their  companies. 
Respectfully, 

L.  MASTERS, 
Captain  P.  A.  G.  S.,  commanding  Battery. 


EEPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  McINTOSH.       ^ 

ITeadquarters  Pee  Dee  Artillery,  July  \l,  1862. 

Brigadier  General  Maxcv  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 

General  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit  herewith  a  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  late  combats  before  Richmond. 
'  At  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  Gen- 
eral Hill  ordered  me  to  engage  the  enemy's  batteries  to  the  rear  of 
Mechanicsville,  then  shelling  the  head  of  our  column.  I  took  posi- 
tion behind  a  small  breastwork  of  the  enemy's,  and  opened  upon  them 
at  the  distance  of  about,  seven  hundred  yards,  mine  being,  I  believe, 
the  front  battery  to  open  fire.  After  a  few  rounds  one  of  the  howit- 
zers broke  an  axle,  and  had  to  be  sent  to  the  rear.  The  fire  from  the 
other  three  pieces  was  continued,  with  slight  intermissions,  until 
about  nine  o'clock,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hill  to  cease. 
The  enemy  at  one  time  directed  a  fire  against  me  from  three  points, 
but  the  only  casualties  which  occurred  -was  the  killing  of  four  horses. 
I  had  discharged,  when  the  firing  ceased,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
rounds  from  each  gun,  and  they  became  so  warm  during  the  action 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  brass  piece  could  be  worked.  At 
daylight  on  Friday  morning,  the  firing  was  resumed  on  my  side, 
slowly,  as  I  had  but  little  ammunition  left.  At  eight  o'clock,  having 
expended  every  round,  I  withdrew.  The  casualties  on  this  morning 
were  one  man,  private  J.  T.  M.  Fundon,  killed,  and  private  Newgas, 
severely  wounded.  One  horse  was  also  killed.  I  carried  into  this 
action  seventy  men,  exclusive  of  officers.  At  twelve,  M.,  having 
received  a  supply  of  ammunition,  I  followed  the  division,  and  over- 
took it  at  Cold  Harbor.  During  the  afternoon  you  ordered  a  section 
of  the  baltery  into  action.  The  first  section  was  carried  in  ;  but,  after 
firing  two  or  three  rounds,  and  finding  no  artillery  opposed  to  me, 
and  the  smoke  too  great  to  tell  friend  from  foe,  and  reporting  the 
same  to  you,  I  was  ordered  to  retire.  In  this  action  Sergeant  Hep- 
burn was  wounded  in  the  arm.  In  the  battles  of  Mo'nday  and  Tues- 
da-y,  I  was  frequently,  with  the  battery,  under  fire,  but  took  no  part 
in  either  action. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  G.  Mcl'^TO&ll,  Cajitain. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CARPENTER. 

The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  as  a  report  of  the  move- 
ment of  Carpenter's  battery  from  27th  of  June  to  1st  of  July,  in- 
clusive : 

On  the  morning  of  the  !i7th,  the  battery  moved  with  the  brigade 
until  we  reached  Gaines'  farm,  when  we  were  halted  to  wait  further 
orders,  which  we  received  next  morning,  (to  join  the  brigade,)  neaf 
the  crossing  of  the  Chickahominy.  Here  we  remained  till  the  morn- 
jng  of  the  3l)th,  when  we  moved,  with  the  brigade,  camping  at  White' 
Oak  Swamp,  moving  next  morning  early,  with  the  brigade,  some  three* 
miles,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  front,  to  report  to  General  Whit- 
ing, who  ordered  us  to  take  position  in  the  field'  near  Poindexter's 
residence.  Some  three  batteries  being  in  advance,  took  all  immediate 
positions.  Sending  Lieutenant  McKendree  back  to  report  the  fact, 
1  halted  the  battery  and  started  to  lookout  a  position, when  I  met  a 
battery  coming  off,  and  directly  after,  another.  Learning  from  thein' 
there  was  no  suitable  place  in  that  direction,  returned,  and  found  my 
battery  gone  with  the  others.  Overtaking  them  as  soon  as  possible, 
immediately  ordered  them  back;  in  the  meantime  enquiring  by  whose; 
order  they  left  They  couldn't  toll  me  who  he  was  ;  said  he  rode  up 
and  told  them  to  move  back  in  the  woods.  General  Whiting  hurried 
us  back,  and  we  took  position  on  the  right  of  Captain  Poague,  under 
the  most  severe  fire  I  think  I  ever  experienced,  where  we  were  en- 
gaged for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  we  were  ordered  to  cease  firing 
and  wait  further  orders,  having  lost  one  man  killed  (James  Riley)  and 
five  wounded,  John  Knight,  James  Leoppart  and  W.  King,  severely  j 
James  Boon  and  R.  Rixey,  slightly.  • 

Commenced  firing  aga'in  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  continuing  till 
about  five.  Our  ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted,  was  ordered  to- 
the  rear,  losing  one  man  (Frank  Linn)  killed,  two  wheels  broken  and 
two  horses  wounded.  '  ^  ^ 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  Lieutenants  McKendree  and  Lambie; 
for  services  rendered  me  during. the  engagement. 

Corporals  Reice  and  Montague  deserve  especial  notice  for  their 
coolness  and  precision  with  which  they  pointed  their  pieces,  as  does 
James  Hammond,  (private,)  acting  gunner. 

Many  others  for  personal  bravery  and  coolness. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

^  J.  C.  CARPENTER, 

Lieutenant,  commanding  Carpenter's  Battery. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  GRIMES. 

Camp  near  Falling  Creek,  July  21,  1862. 

Major  General  Benjamin  Huger  : 

Sir  :  Below  please  find  a  report  of  the  movements  of  my  battery, 
from  the  2llth  day  of  June  last,  when  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  Brig- 
adier Geiior:iI  Mahone,  on  the  advanced  lines,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
lieving Captain  Moorman's  battery.  After  reporting  to  General  Ma- 
hone, we  were  expecting  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  every  day, 
but  had  none  until  the  25th,  on  which  day,  we  discovered  the  enemy 
on  the  opposite  side  of  French's  farm,  between  the  Charles  City  and 
Williamsburg  roads,  at  which  place  I  engaged  them  with  one  section 
of  my  battery,  at  eight  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  I  afterwards  moved  one  piece  up  to  French's 
house,  within  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  his  position,  and  opened 
on  him,  which  was  quickly  replied  to  by  him  with  a  twelve-pounder 
Parrott  rifle  gun ;  but  I  had  the  pleasure  of  driving  him  from  his 
position,  leaving  his  horses  and  guns  behind,  which  fact  I  was  not 
aware  of,  until  informed  of  it  the  next  morning  by  Colonel  Smith,  of 
the  forty-ninth  Virginia,  and  others.  The  enemy  was  then  attacked 
by  a  portion  of  three  regiments  of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  the 
twelfth,  sixth  and  forty-ninth  Virginia,  the  fourth  Georgia  regiment 
and  twenty-eighth  North  Carolina,  were  also  on  the  field.  The  enemy 
was  driven  from  the  field,  making  a  complete  stampede.  I  had  the 
good  luck  on  that  day  to  lose  neither  man  nor  horse. 

Nothing  of  impojtance  occurred  with  my  battery  after  the  25th, 
cntil  the  1st  day  of  July.  On  that  day  I  was  on  the  Charles  City 
road  with  Mahone's  brigade,  and  was  ordered  back  to  the  Darbytown 
road,  to  report  to  Brigadier  General  Armistead,  which  I  immediately 
did.  When  I  arrived  at  the  position  and  reported.  General  Armistead 
told  me  that  a  captain  had  just  reported  his  battery  to  him  for  duty, 
and  directed  me  to  report  to  the  first  general  I  saw;  and  General 
Wright  being  the  first,  I  reported  to  him,  and  while  talking  with 
General  Wright,  General  Armistead's  aid  came  up,  stating  that  Gene- 
ral Armistead  had  become  disgusted  with  the  captain  that  had  reported 
his  battery  to  him,  and  had  driven  him  with  his  battery  from  the  field, 
and  that  he  wished  to  see  General  Wright.  General  Wright  asked 
me  to  ride  with  him,  which  I  did.  When  we  found  General  Armistead 
Le  told  General  Wright  that  the  captain,  alluded  to  above,  had  formed 
po  many  excuses  about  getting  his  battery  on  the  field  that  he  had 
driven  him  from  the  field,  and  that  he  wanted  General  Wright  to  send 
a  battery  that  was  willing  to  go  in  and  engage  the  enemy.  General 
Wright  told  him  he  had  one,  naming  mine.  General  Armistead  asked 
nae  if  I  could  carry  my  battery  on  the  hill.  I  told  him,  if  any  battery 
in  the  works  could  go  mine  could.  He  directed  General  Wright  to 
ehow  me  the  position  to  take,  which  he  did.  I  found  the  enemy  with 
their  batteries  planted,  and  their  infantry  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle. 
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at  about  twelve  hundred  yards  distant.  I  then  went  to  the  rear  for 
my  battery,  and  carried  it  on  the  field.  As  soon  as  the  battery  entered 
the  field  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  it,  killing  otle  man  and  wounding 
three,  and  killing  one  horse  and  wounding  two  before  I  fired  a  gun. 
I  unlimbered  and  commenced  firing  as  soon  as  possible,  and  with  tell- 
ing efi"ect  on  the  enemy. 

I  remained  on  the  field  about  two  hours;  lost  three  men  killed  out- 
right and  eight  wounded — two  of  them  have  since  died.  I  lost  ten 
public  horses  killed  and  seven  woun<led,  one  of  them  has  since  died. 
My  own  private  horse  was  killedyialso  my  first  lieutenant's  horse. 

My  officers  behaved  very  well ;  but  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  speak 
more  particularly  of  First  Lieutenant  John  H.  Thompson,  who  re- 
mained on  the  field  with  me  until  the  last  gun  was  taken  oif,  I  had 
so  many  horses  killed  and  wounded  that  it  took  three  trips  to  jji^.t  my 
guns  all  off.     My  men,  with  a  few  exceptions,  acted  nobly. 

On  the  next  day,  the  2nd,  Colonel  Delagnel,  chief  of  artillery, 
ordered  me  back  to  the  old  camp  near  Richmond,  to  refit  my  battery. 
As  soon  as  I  completed  it,  I  was  ordered  by  yourself  to  camp  near 
Falling  Creek,  on  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  turnpike,  where  I  aia 
now  with  my  battery  complete  ami  in  good  condition,  ready  and  will- 
ing to  meet  the  invader  of  our  soil  at  any  time  and  any  where. 
I  have,  General,  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  GRIMES, 
Captain  field  battery^  Virginia. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  HUGER. 

Artillery  Camp,  Near  Richmond,  } 
July  17,  1862.      J 

Colonel  J.  A.  Delagnel, 

Chief  Artillery,  Huger^s  Division  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  I  proceeded,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  June,  to  relieve 
Captain  Maurie's  Donaldson  artillery,  then  stationed  at  the  entrench- 
ment immediately  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road.  While 
getting  into  position,  heavy  firing  of  infantry  commenced  in  the 
woods  in  front,  and  one  of  my  horses  was  there  killed.  About 
twelve,  M.,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Wright,  I  proceeded 
with  the  second  section  of  the  battery,  (Lieutenant  Moore,)  to  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line,  to  report  to  Colonel  Doles,  fourth  Geor- 
gia volunteers,  who  directed  that  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  King's 
school-house,  should  be  shelled,  to  ascertain  the  position  and  force  of 
the  enemy.  About  three,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  advanced  a  few  pieces 
down  the  Williamsburg  road  and  opened  a  very  annoying  fire  upon 
our  lines.  Kt  five,  P.  M.,  I  proceeded,  by  order  of  General  Wright, 
with  the  first  section,  (Lieutenant  Tilghman,)  to  a  point  of  woods  about 
three  hundred  yards  from  the  Yankee  battery,  and  soon  after  opened 
fire,  causing  them  to  retire  rapidly.  Conducted  by  yourself,  the  bat- 
tery was  advanced  nearly  to  the  position  of  that  occupied  by  the  en- 
emy; indeed,  in  advance  of  our  pickets  on  the  right  of  the  road  ; 
but,  it  then  being  nearly  dark,  we  returned  to  the  works.  The  offi- 
cers and  men  behaved  handsomely,  and  it  is  a  source  of  much  gratifi- 
cation that  I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  HUGER, 
Capt.  Donaldson  Artillery ^  Light  Artillery  Service. 


REPORT  OF  ACTING  ADJUTANT  THOMAS  SMitH. 

Headquarters  Virginia  Battalion, 
July  13,    1862. 

Captain  G.  F.  Harrison, 

Sir  :  Subjoined  you  will  find  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Virginia  battalion  in  the  late  engagement  before  Richmond.  This 
battalion,  under  command  of  Captain  J.  0.  Johnson,  left  camp  on  the 
Meadow  Bridge  road,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  June,  and,  after 
crossing  the  Chiekahominy,  marched  in  the  direction  of  Mechanics- 
ville,  where  a  portion  of  the  brigade  being  engaged,  the  battalion, 
though  not  brought  into  action,  was  held  under  fire  from  the  enemy's 
batteries  for  several  hours  ;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the 
men  had  never  before  been  under  fire,  they  acted  coolly.  Our  loss 
on  this  day,  (June  26th,)  consisted  of  two  killed  and  eleven  wounded. 
On  Friday,  the  27th  of  June,  we  mnrched  from  Mechanicsville  to 
Cold  Harbor,  where  the  enemy  again  made  a  stand.  Here  we  were 
engaged  for  several  hours,  opposed  to,  perhaps,  the  strongest  position 
of  the  enemy's  lines.  Here  we  lost  eight  killed  and  twenty  wounded. 
From  this  time  we  remained  on  the  battle-field  until  Sunday,  the 
29th,  when  we  recrossed  the  Chiekahominy  at  New  Bridge,  and  fol- 
lowed the  enemy,  until  he  made  a  third  stand,  on  the  evening  of  the 
3(Hh  of  June.  Here  the  battalion  was  again  engaged,  and  lost,  in 
killed,  two,  and  wounded,  twenty-four.  Among  the  killed,  was  one  of 
our  best  ofiicers.  Lieutenant  R.  A.  Jackson,  commander  of  company 
D.  On  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  July,  we  were  held  in  reserve,  and, 
though  led  to  the  field,  our  services  were  not  necessary,  and  we  were 
not  engaged.  After  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  wo  marched  with  the 
army  as  far  as  Crenshaw's  farm,  on  the  New  Market  road,  and,  after 
remaining  there  several  days,  resumed  the  march  on  the  8th  instant, 
and  arrived  at  our  present  encampment,  Farrar's  farm,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  0th.  The  battalion  probably  acted  as  well  as  might  have 
been  expected,  being  without  a  battle-flag  during  all  the  engagements. 

Total  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  67  ;  one  missing — supposed   to 
be  killed  or  captured. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  SMITH, 
Acting  Adjutant. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIELD. 

Headquarters  Second  Corps,  Army  Northern  Virginia,  ) 

January  23,  1863.      \ 

Lieutenant  General  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tho 
operations  of  the*  batteries  attached  to  your  command  in  the  battles 
around  Richmond,  commencing  June  27,  1862  : 

On  Friday,  June  27,  1863,  the  army  of  the  Valley  district  moved 
towards  Cold  Harbor  ;  but  the  advance  division,  under  Major  General 
R.  S.  Ewell,  being  misled  by  the  guide,  lost  some  time  in  regaining 
the  proper  road,  which  delay  caused  the  batteries  to  be  thrown  some 
distance  behind,  as  they  had  to  be  reversed  in  a  narrow  road,  in  thick 
woods.  This,  also,  of  course,  checked  the  advance  of  troops  and  bat- 
teries beyond  ;  so  that  the  artillery  was  very  slowly  massed  on  the 
left,  where,  as  it  turned  out,  it  was  eventually  needed.  The  advance 
was  first  made  by  Major  General  Ewell,  his  division  turning  oif  from 
the  road  to  the  right,  and  forming  its  front  obliquely  to  the  road. 
Captain  Courtnay's  battery  was  put  in  position  near  the  left,  to  cover 
the  formation  of  this  line,  should  the  enemy  advance  during  this  ma- 
noeuvre. No  attack  was  made  by  them,  however ;  so  this  battery  did 
not  open,  and  when  the  division  advanced,  it  did  so  through  woods 
and  across  a  swamp,  where  it  could  not  be  followed  by  the  battery, 
which  was  accordingly  withdrawn,  as  no  longer  needed  in  this  posi- 
tion. The  only  batteries  at  this  time  up  were  those  attached  to  this 
division,  viz  :  those  of  Captains  Courtnay,  Brockenbrough  and  Car- 
rington,  and  among  them  there  were  not  enough  guns  of  a  suitable 
character  to  engage  the  enemy's  guns  until  the  affair  should  become 
more  general,  or  other  batteries  get  up  with  the  remaining  divisions. 
The  infantry,  ho*vever,  turned  off  from  the  road  to  the  right,  and 
moved  through  the  woods,  to  the  eu^cpcrt  of  Major  General  Ewell, 
who  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  The 
batteries  (unable  to  follow  the  same  way)  had  to  keep  the  road,  which, 
being  bad  and  narrow,  prevented  their  passing  the  ambulances  and 
wagons,  with  which  it  was  already  crowded.  About  five,  P.  M  ,  or 
perhaps  a  little  later,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Brockenbrough,  Car- 
rington  and  Courtnay,  were  ordered  in  near  the  left,  to  engage  the 
enemy's  guns,  then  firing  heavily  on  our  infantry.  They  went  up  ia 
good  style,  and  under  a  hot  fire ;  but  as  soon  as  they  engaged  the  firo 
of  the  enemy  the  fire  of  the  latter  grew  mild,  and  did  very  little 
damage.  Our  own  practice  was  good  ;  and  our  own  batteries  were 
soon  enabled  to  fire,  advancing  by  half  battery,  which,  together  with  the 
advance  of  our  infantry,  soon  led  to  the  enemy's  rapid  retreat.  The 
lateness  of  the  hour,  together  with  the  smoke  of  the  battle-field,  igno- 
rance of  the  ground  beyond,  the  jaded  condition  of  the  horses,  and  the 
fact  that  the  road  was  so  obstructed  as  to  prevent  the  rest  of  our  artil- 
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lery  from  closing  up  to  the  front,  where  alone  it  could  be  brought 
into  the  action,  eiFectually  prevented  that  rapidity  of  pursuit,  and 
concentration  of  fire,  which,  a  subsequent  acquaintance  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  and  other  circumstances,  proved  would  have 
resulted  in  extreme  loss  to,  and  doubtless  rout  of,  the  enemy. 

In  this  affair  we  lost  no  guns,  disabled  or  captured.  One  of  Cap- 
tain Carrington's  caissons  was  disable  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy.  We 
captured  four  guns,  which  were  exchanged  into  the  batteries  of  Cap- 
tains Poague,  Carpenter  and  Courtnay. 

I  make  no  account  of  the  artillery  of  Brigadier  General  Whiting's 
division  ;  for,  though  this  command  was,  at  the  time,  part  of  your 
force,  it  had  but  recently  joined,  and  1  was  unacquainted  with  any  of 
the  officers  of  his  batteries,  of  which  latter  I  did  not  know  the  compo- 
sition, and  so  judged  it  best  that  1  shouM  leave  the  management  of 
this  artillery  to  Brigadier  General  Whiting  entirely. 

On  Monday,  the  3()th  of  July,  1862,  wo  crossed  the  Chickahominy 
at  Grapevine  Bridge,  and  moved  towards  White  Oak  Swamp,   which 
we  reached  about  half-past  nine,  A.  M.     At  this  point,  the  swamp  was 
crossed  by  a  trestle  bridge,  which  the  enemy  had  just  fired   while  it 
was  commanded  by  their  guns  from  the  opposite  hill,  and  all  approach 
to  it  prevented  by  their  sharpshooters,  who  were  concealed  in  a  thick 
wood  near  by.     After  examining  the  ground,  I  found  it  possible,  with 
a  little  M'ork,  to  open  a  way  through  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  road 
on  which  we  advanced,  by  which  our  guns  could  be  brought,  unseen 
by  the  enemy,  into  position  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  this  side 
about  one  thousand  yards  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  some  twelve 
hundred  yards  from  their  infantry.     Seven  batteries,  in  all  twenty- 
three  guns,  where  accordingly  ordered  up  from  Major  General  Hill's 
division.     Having  met  their  officers  for  the  first  time  on  that  day,  I 
do  not  now  readily  recall  their  names,  and  can  only  mention  the  bat- 
teries of  Captains  Carter,  Hardaway,  Nelson,  Rhett,  Reilly  and  Bal- 
this  (the  last  two  belonging  to  Britradier  General  Whiting's  division) 
as  being  of  the  number.     About   fifteen   minutes  of  two,  P.  M.,  we 
opened  suddenly  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  no  previous  intimation  of 
our  positioif  and  intention.     He  only  fired  four  shots   in   reply,  and 
then  abandoned  the  position  in  extreme  haste  and  confusion.  A  house 
near  by  ( afterwards  found  to  have  contained  subsistence  stores)  was 
first  either  fired  by  themselves  or  by  our  shell  and  burnt  down.     Cap- 
tain Wooding's  battery  was  immediately  ordered  down  nearer  to  the 
burnt  bridge  to  shell  out  the  sharpshooters  from  the  woods,  which  was 
soon  accomplished,  and  our  cavalry  crossed  the  swamp.     It  was  then 
found  that  the  enemy  was  bringing  up  a  considerable   artillery  force 
to  take  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  to  his  former  place, 
and  directly  opposed  to  our  guns,  from  which  he  would  be  concealed 
by  a  thick  intervening  wood.     Captain  Wooding's  battery  was  there- 
fore withdrawn,  and  our  batteries  turned  in  the  new  direction.     The 
enemy  soon  opened  on  us  with  about  eighteen  guns,  I  think,  and  we 
replied,  though  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  estimate  the  distance,  as 
the  enemy's  guns  were  entirely  concealed  from  our  view,  and  our  only 
guide  was  the  sound,  while  our  exact  position  was,  of  course,  known 
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to  him.  His  fire  was  rapid  and  generally  accurate  though  the  nature 
of  the  ground  afforded  us  such  shelter  as  to  protect  us  from  much  loss. 
The  effect  of  our  fire  could  Bot  he  estimated  until  we  crossed  the 
swamp  next  day,  when  there  were  palpable  evidences  of  its  having 
been  much  more  destructive  than  that  to  which  we  were  subjected. 
This  engagement  lasted  until  dusk  without  intermission.  We  lost  no 
fruns  or  carriages  disabled  or  captured.  The  enemy  had  a  caisson  ex- 
ploded, and  abandoned  a  travelling  forge,  battery  wagon,  ten-pounder 
Parrott  gun  and  three  caissons,  which  fell  into  our  hands,  uninjured, 
next  day,  besides  a  good  many  wagons  mostly  filled  with  small  arms 
and  ammunition. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  was  excellent,  but  all  the 
former  being  strangers  to  me,  I  mention  no  names,  lest  I  should  do 
injustice  to  others.  Several  I  observed  particularly  from  their  cool* 
ness  and  judgment;  but  only  remember  the  names  of  two  or  three.  I 
may,  however,  mention  Major  C.  Pierson,  Major  General  D,  H.  Hill's 
chief  of  artillery,  as  having  rendered  himself  exceedingly  efficient, 
and  exhibited  great  coolness. 

From  sickness,  I  was  not  present  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill, 
which  took  place  the  next  day,  and  none  of  our  artillery  was  engaged 
subsequently  to  that  near  Westover. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
-  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery ,  Second  Corps. 


REPORT   OF  CAPTAIN  LANE. 

Camp  near  Oakwood  Cemetery,  July  12,  1862. 

Colonel  A.  S.  Cutis, 

Commanding  Sumter  Artillery  Battalion  : 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  to  report  the  part  my 
company  took  in  the  reccLt  engagement  before  Richmond,  from  26th 
June  to  the  present  date,  "I  submit  the  following: 

On  the  25th  June,  the  remainder  of  my  company  (two  sections) 
was  ordered  to  join  one  section  which  had  been  on  duty  at  Mrs. 
Price's  house  for  twelve  dajs,  being  engaged  with  the  enemy  from 
behind  our  earthworks  more  or  less  every  day  in  artillery  duels,  across 
the  Chickahominy,  in  one  of  which  I  lost  one  man  killed,  on  the 
26th. 

On  the  27th,  1  was  ordered  to  engage  a  battery  of  the  enemy  near 
the  house  of  Dr.  Garnett.  I  took  position  in  the  open  field,  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  battery,  which  was  protected  by  formidable  earthworks. 
In  an  engagement  of  an  hour,  I  lost  two  men  killed  and  four  wounded, 
and  withdrew  from  the  field  when  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee.  In  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  I  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  a  second 
time,  taking  position  further  to  our  right,  where  I  was  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  three  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  as  well  as  their  sharpshoot- 
ers, and  retired  from  the  field  when  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee,  with 
a  loss  of  one  man  wounded  and  a  horse  killed. 

On  the  28th,  I  was  ordered,  with  a  section  of  ray  battery,  to  take 
position  near  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  New  Bridge  road,  and  open 
on  the  enemy  near  Mrs.  Goulding's  house,  wliich  I  did,  assisted  by 
a  section  of  Captain  Woolfolk's  battery,  and  one  piece  of  Captain 
Dabney's  battery,  and  succeeded  in  routing  the  enemy  from  his  posi- 
tion, in  the  greatest  confusion. 

On  th3  29th,  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Cobb,  as  reserve 
artillery  for  tis  brigade,  which  I  joined,  and  went  with  until  noon, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  the  front,  at  the  earthworks  of  the  enemy  on 
the  north  side  of  the  York  River  railroad,  where  I  exchanged  a  few 
shots  with  the  enemy,  who,  being  still  in  retreat,  I  followed  on  with 
the  brigade  to  the  bridge  across  the  York  River  railroad,  where  I  was 
put  in  position  to  resist  a  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  that 
point,  and  was  under  the  enemy's  fire  during  the  engagement,  which 
lasted  until  dark,  I  maintaining  my  position  during  the  night. 

On  the  30th,  I  was  engaged  during  the  day  in  moving  to  a  position 
on  the  Charles  City  road. 

On  the  first  of  July,  I  took  a  position  assigned  me  on  the  field. 
Just  before  the  engagement  commenced,  my  section  of  Parrott  guns 
were  advanced  to  the  front;  but,  a  short  time  after  the  engagement 
commenced,  was  ordered  back  to  a  position  further  in  the  rear,  being 
still  under  the  enemy's  fire,  where  I  remained  during  the  engagement, 
my  only  loss  being  one  man  wounded. 
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On  the  2d,  I  maintained  the  position  of  the  previotie  day,  until  it 
^as  ascertained  the  enemy  had  fled.  « 

On  the  3d,  I  returned  to  camp  near  Richmond,  by  order  of  General 
Lee,  where  I  have  remained  ever  since. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LANE, 
Captain  Company  E,  Sumter  Artillery  Baitalicn. 


.^ 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  MASSIB. 

Camp  near  Richmond,  July  12,   1862, 

Major  W.  Nelson, 

Commanding  Third  Artillery  Battalion  : 

In  the  absence  of  Captain  Huckstep,  I  submit  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  movements,   etc.,  of  the  Fluvanna  artillery   during  the 
recent  engagements  before  Richmond.     On  Thursday   morning,  June 
26th,  we  proceeded  to  the  front  of  our  lines   on   the   Nine-mile  road, 
General  Magruder's  division,  and  were  placed  in  reserve  in  the  field 
near  New  Bridge  church.     The  next  evening,  (Friday,)  our  rifle  gun 
and  its   detachment  of  twelve   men,  uuder  my  immediate  command, 
were  ordered  to  take  position  in  the   open  field,    near   Dr.   Garnett's 
house,  where,  in  comj-any   with   several   other  batteries,  (the  whole 
under  command  of  Major  Garnett,)  we  opened  fire   upon   one  of  the 
enemy's    batteries,    partially    concealed    by    woods.     Our    fire    was 
promptly  returned  by  at  least  four  batteries — three  being  entirely 
concealed  by  the  woods  and  placed  obliquely  to  our  right — thus  giving 
them  a  cross  fire  upon  us  ;  also,  by  a  line  of  sharpshooters,  protected 
by  rifle  pits,  immediately  in  our  front  and  about  four   hundred  yards 
distant.     The  fire  of  the  enemy  soon  became  very  warm,  and,  as   wo 
were  not  protected  by  either  works  or  the  conformatiop  of  the  ground, 
we  were  ordered  to  retire.     The  conduct  of  the  men,  while  under  fire, 
was  all  that  could  have  been  expected  or  desired.     We   lost    in   this 
skirmish  private  N.  W.  Jennings,  who  was  killed  by  a  shell  wound  in 
the  hip.     He  was  a  good  soldier  ;  cheerful  and  prompt  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties.     Private  L.  W.  May  re  was  also  wounded  slightly, 
in  the  hip.     We  also  lost  one  horse,  permanently  disabled.     We  were 
unable  to  ascertain  the  result  of  our  firing,  as  the  woods  into  which 
our  shells  were  thrown  soon  became  so  filled  with  smoke  as  to  obscure 
everything  from  view.     We  retired  to  our  post  in  reserve,  where  wo 
were  kept  until  Monday  morning,  June  30th,  when   we  proceeded  to 
Camp  Holly,  near  New  Market,  there  rejoining  our  battalion. 

On  Wednesday,  July  2nd,  our  rifle  gun,  under  Captain  Huckstep, 
was  sent  to  the  front,  but  ordered  back  later  in  the  day,  without  firing. 
We  were  held  in  reserve  at  Camp  Holly  until  Friday   morning,  Jul/ 
4th,  when  we  returned  to  our  present  encampment. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  L.  MASSIE, 
Lieutenant  Fluvanna  Artillery, 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MILLEDGE. 

Camp,  July   12,    1862. 

Sir:   1  have  the  honor  to   report,  in  accordance   with   an   order  to 
report  Avhat  transpired  in  my  company  between  June  26th   and  July 

^  that,  on  the  afterncon  of  June  26th,  I  was  ordered  by  yourself  to 

take  one  piece  (rifle)  down  the  river  (Chickahominy)  and  make  any 
disposition  of  it  which  I  thought  would  bear  with  effect  upon  any  of 
the  enemy's  forces,  then  fighting  or  in  position  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river.  Ascertaining  that  OQe*of  the  enemy's  batteries,  said  to  bo 
Griffin-§  New  York  battery,  was  in  position  n^ar  the  edge  of  tho 
creek,  on  the  other  side,  and  was  busy  with  its  fire  upon  the  Maryland 
battery,  iu  position  on  Mechanicsville  hill,  I  placed  the  rifle  piece  in 
position  near  the  creek  and  opened  fire  on  the  New  York  battery, 
which  was  continued  about  an  hour,  as  far  as  I  could  judge, 
with  considerable  accuracy  and  effect.  Lieutenant  Thompson  wa» 
with  me,  in  charge  of  the  piece. 

On  the  morning  of  the  "-7th,  at  daylight,  my  company  was  detailed, 
by  order  of  General  Lee,  to  assist  in  the  management  of  one  of  the 
large  rifle  guns  under  command  of  Captain  Masters.  Acting  with 
him,  we  carried  the  piece  some  one  and  a  half  miles  below  the  turn- 
pike, placed  it  in  position,  and,  directing  its  fire  upon  such  points  of 
the  enemy's  Vm^  as  seemed  most  stubborn,  worked  it  until  ordered 
oy  General  Lee  to  cease  firing. 

Of  the  rest  of  the  part  performed  by  my  company  in  that  day's 
ttlterapt,  and  thoye  made  afterwards  to  get  the  gun  where  it  could  bo 
used  in  obedience  to  orders — of  the  zeal,  good  order,  and  general  sol- 
dierly spirit  displayed,  during  the  interval  between  the  28th  of  Ju*e 
and  2nd  of  July — you  can  judge  as  well  as  myself,  and  to  your 
candid  judgment  I  am  satisfied  to  leave  them,  without  any  comment 
irom  me,  knowing  full  well  that  the  true  soldier's  zealous  attempt  to 
discharge  his  duty,  though  that  duty  may  only  be  anxiously  waiting, 
watching,  marching  and  re-marching,  and  not  the  more  grateful 
active  duty  of  the  battle-field,  ia  not  without  its  due  credit  in  your 
eyes^  and  that  justice  will  be  done  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JCCN  ?!ILLEDGE,  Jr., 
Captain  Company  G,  Second  Battalion  Attilkry, 


REPORT  OF    LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  CUTTS. 

Headquarters  Sumter  Artillery  Battalion,  ) 
Camp  near  Richmond,  July  12,  I8G2,  \ 

General  W.  N.  PpNrLETON  : 

General.  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  ray  command,  fr:!m  the  26th 
of  June  to  the  present  date.  Captain  John  Lane's  company  (of  six 
guns)  having  been  detached  from  my  immediate  command,  1  would 
respectfully  submit  his  own  report  for  your  consideration,  which 
please  find  enclosed : 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  26th  of  June,  in  carrying  out  jtour  order 
and  instructions  of  the  25th,  I  reported  myself,  with  three  batteries — 
Captain  H.  M.  Ross,  with  six  guns  ;  Captain  J.  V.  Price,  with  four 
guns,  and  Captain  J.  A.  Blackshear,  also  with  four  guns — to  Major 
General  Ilugcr,  at  our  advance  lines,  on  the  Williamsburg  road.  Myr 
batteries  were  held  in  reserve  to  support  General  Iluger's  commands 
On  the  evening  of  that  day,  I  was  joined  by  Lieutenant  Maddax,  with, 
one  gun  of  Captain  Hamilton's  battery — Lieutenant  Stiener,  of  the 
same  company,  having  obtained  permission  to  report  to  General 
Toombs,  with  two  guns  of  the  battery.  I  have  had  no  report  of  his. 
operations.  With  the  above-mentioned  batteries,  in  all  fifteen  guns, 
I  remained  personally  on  the  ground,  in  rear  of  General  Iluger's 
command,  and  near  the  enemy's  lines,  until  Sunday  morning,  the- 
29th,  and  although  we  did  no  actual  service,  except  shelling  the  ene- 
my's pickets  in  the  woods,  we  were  at  all  times  ready  to  meet  the 
enemy,  and,  from  his  position  and  superior  force,  were  hourly  expect- 
ing an  engagement.  On  the  29th,  on  being  informed  that  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  their  entrenchments,  and  were  in  full  retreat,  and  the- 
division  being  well  supplied  with  artillery.  General  Huger  ordered 
two  of  my  batteries — Captains  Price  an<l  Blackshear — back  to  our 
camp,  near  Richmond,  there  to  be  held  in  reserve,  to  await  orders. 
Myself,  Avith  Captain  Ross' battery,  and  Lieutenant  Maddux,  with  his 
gun,  were  assigned  to  General  Wright's  brigade,  and  ordered  on  the 
CL-ir!<iB  Cify  road.  The  whole  command  was  delayed  in  m  ving  in 
this  direction  by  a  despatch  from  General  Magruder,  askirjg  for  as- 
sistance  in  the  enemy's  rear  ;  and,  at  nightfall,  we  had  only  moved  a. 
few  milis  on  the  Charles  City  road.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  3()th, 
General  Hugers  advance  came  up  to  the  enemy  ;  and,  about  three 
o'clock,  1  was  ordered  forward  with  my  batteries.  [This  point  waa 
some  two  miles  north  of  the  battle-field  of  the  same  day,  where  Gen- 
erals Longstreet  and  Hill  engaged  the  enemy  ]  My  batteries  arrived 
promptly  on  the  ground,  but  were  not  ordered  into  the  artillery  duel 
then  going  on.  This  position  was  held  during  the  night,  and,  on  tho 
Ist  of  July,  tlie  enemy  having  disappeared,  and  the  way  clear,  we  moved 
upon  the  battle-field  of  Monday.  My  now  small  command  (seven' 
guns)  was  assigned  a  place  near  the  battle-field  of  Tuesday,  the  Ist 
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instant;  and,  although  I  am  sure  that  more  artillery  could  have  been 
used  with  advantage  in  the  engagement,  and  also  that  my  command 
could  have  done  good  service,  yet  1  received  no  orders,  and,  there- 
fore, I  had  not  the  honor  to  participate  in  any  of  the  many  engage- 
ments for  the  protection  of  the  capital.  The  position  assigned  me 
was  held  until  Monday,  the  7th  instant,  when,  by  General  Huger's 
order,  I  returned  to  my  camp  at  this  place,  all  my  other  batteries 
having  previously  returned.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Captain  C. 
V.  Crawford  volunteered  to  take  charge  of  one  of  Captain  Price's 
guns,  as  his  own  battery  was  not  ready  for  the  field.  This  he  did, 
and  remained  with  it  until  the  company  was  ordered  back  to  camp. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  several  companies  deserve  great  credit 
for  their  great  promptness,  and  their  anxiety  to  share  the  dangers  and 
ihonors  with  those  noble  commands  who  fought  on  every  field. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.   S.  CUTTS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel^  commanding  First  Battalion,  Reserve  Corps. 


^        REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  ANCELL. 

In  Camp,  July  12,  18G2. 

Major  Charles  Richardson, 

Commanding  Reserve  Artillery  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  accordance  \vith  an  order 
to  report  what  transpired  in  my  company  from  the  26th  Juno  to  2d 
July,  1863: 

On  Thursday,  June  2()th,  I  was  ordered,  by  yourself,  to  take  our 
battery  to  a  position  on  the  Chickahominy,  about  one  mile  below  the 
Mechanicsville  road,  and  to  hold  the  position  in  ca:?e  the  enemy  should 
attempt  to  cross  there.  No  such  attempt  being  made  by  the  enemy, 
I  only  waited  in  position  until  Friday  morning,  when,  the  enemy 
having  been  driven  below  this  point,  I,  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
moved  my  battery  back  to  camp,  together  with  a  large  rifle  gun  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  Masters. 

On  Friday  evening,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  I  took  command 
of.  and  carried  Ihis  large  gun  to  a  point  on  the  Nine-mile  road,  near 
the  farm  of  Dr.  Garnett,  at  which  point  I  remained  until  Sunday 
morning,  June  29th,  when,  no  opportunity  offering  to  bring  it  to 
bear  upon  the  enemy,  it  was,  in  accordance  with  your  orders,  moved 
back  to  camp.  On  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  I  carried  the  same  piece 
down  the  Darbytown  road,  as  directed  by  you,  toFussell's  farm,  near 
the  scene  of  the  fight  of  that  evening,  but  was  not  able  to  get  into  a 
position  from  which  to  use  it  against  the  foe,  and,  on  the  next  morn- 
ing, returned  with  it  to  camp. 

With  the  exception  of  these  several  orders,  ended  any  part  taken 
by  my  company  iij  the  struggles  around  Richmond,  I  will  take  oc- 
casion to  say,  though  not  actually  engaged,  the  men  acted  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  satisfactory,  and  evinced  an  earnest  desire  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  late  great  struggles  around  Richmond  ;  but  as  all 
this  occurred  under  your  immediate  observation,  I  will  only  say  that 
they  obeyed  all  orders  cheerfully  and  soldierly. 
Major,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Yours,  with  high  respect, 

JOHN  J.  ANCELL, 
Capfain  Fluvanna  Liglii  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  WOOLFOLK. 

Headq'rs  Com.  A,  2nd  Battalion  Reserve  Artillert,  ) 

July  11,  1862.       \  . 
Major  Charles  Richardson, 

Commanding  2d  Battalion  Reserve  Artillery  Corps : 

Major  :  In  pursuance  of  your  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  services  of  this  battery  from  the  26th  of 
June.  At  this  date,  we  were  on  picket  duty  at  Mrs.  Price's  house, 
opposite  the  New  Bridge,  seven  miles  from  Richmond.  We  were 
then  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Lee,  and  attached  to brig- 
ade, Colonel  Anderson  commanding,  in  Colonel  Jones'  division,  to 
whom  we  reported,  June  14th,  1862. 

Nothing  occurred  on  the  26th,  except  a  little  harmless  shelling  from 
the  enemy's  batteries,  four  in  number,  stationed  opposite  to  us  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  we 
were  ordered,  together  with  two  of  Captain  Lane's  guns,  all  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Lee,  against  a  stony  work  of  the  enemy's, 
some  three  fourths  of  a  mile  to  our  rigkt  and  front.  We  were  brought 
into  position  in  an  open  field,  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the 
enemy's  works,  when  we  opened  upon  him  with  shell  and  spherical 
case  from  the  howitzer's,  (two  r2-pounders.)  and  with  shell  and  shot 
from  our  rifle-pieces,  (two  3-inch  guns.)  We  fired  very  rapidly,  re- 
ceiving, in  reply,  an  incessant  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery,  com- 
posed, as  we  afterwards  learned  from  prisoners,  of  thirteen  breach- 
loading  guns,  sustaining,  at  the  same  time,  an  enfilading  fire  from 
their  sharpshooters.  After  an  engagement  of  about  thirty  minutes, 
we  were  ordered  to  retire,  having  sustained  a  loss  of  one  man  killed, 
and  three  wounded.  Of  the  effect  of  our  fire,  IJiave  no  means  of 
knowing,  except  from  the  report  of  prisoners,  who  stated  that  their 
loss  was  heavy  in  killed,  wounded  and  in  destruction  of  property. 
On  Saturday,  the  28th,  our  two  rifle-pieces  were  detached  to  proceed 
down  the  New  Bridge  road,  and,  in  company  with  a  portion  of  Lane's 
and  Dabney's  batteries,  to  shell  the  enemy,  at  long  range.  This  duty 
was  performed  with  fine  effect,  the  enemy  breaking  and  running  in 
every  direction.  On  the  29th,  we  were  ordered  under  the  command 
of  Major  Garnett,  and  temporarily  in  support  of  General  Toombs' 
brigade,  some  three  miles  down  the  road,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Chickahominy  ;  but  no  requisition  was  made  upon  us  for  active  ser- 
vice, and,  on  the  next  day,  Juno  3()th,  we  were  relieved  and  sent  back 
to  camp  to  recruit,  men  and  horses  being  very  much  broken  down. 
Of  the  conduct  of  the  men  of  this  command,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
report  that  they  behaved,  with  but  two  exceptions,  with  marked 
coolness  and  gallantry. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  WOOLFOLK,  First  Lieut., 
Commanding  Ashland  Art'y,  Co.  A,  2d  Bat.  R.  A. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  POAGUK. 

C.-'MP  OF  First  Brigade,  V.  D.,  July  7,  1862. 

Captain  J.  T.  O'Brien, 

A.  A.  G.,  First  Brigade,  V.  D.  T 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  evening  of  tho 
27th  June,  when  the  hrigade  started  for  the  battle-field,  my  battery 
was  ordered  to  halt  and  await  orders.  Next  day  I  receiyed  orders  to 
join  the  brigade,  which  I  did,  remaining  with  it  until  1st  July,  but 
taking  no  part  in  any  of  the  engagements  up  to  that  date. 

About  ten  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  1st  July,  while  following  the 
brigade  on  the  march  near  Frazier's  farm,  I  received  an  order  from 
Major  General  Jackson  to  hurry  on  to  the  front  and  report  to  Major 
General  Whiting.  Not  being  able  to  find  the  latter  officer,  by  direc- 
tion of  General  Jackson,  I  took  position  in  a  wheat  fieli,  on  the  left 
of  Balthis' battery,  (Staunton  artillery,)  which  had  just  preceded  us. 
My  guns  were  posted  behind  the  crest  o!  a  ridge,  by  which  they  were, 
to  some  extent,  protected  from  the  enemy's  fire. 

Shortly  after  opening  fire,  the  impression  got  out,  by  some  means, 
that  all  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  leave  the  field.  Not  being  able 
to  trace  it  to  an  authoritative  source,  I  ordered  ray  pieces  to  continue 
firing.     One  or  two  batteries  in  the  meantime  left  the  field. 

Captain  Balthis  soon  exhausted  his  ammunition,  and  shortly  after- 
wards left  the  field.  By  this  time,  Lieutenant  Carpenter  li.ad  gotten 
two  pieces  in  position  and  opened  fire.  The  fire  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries was  most  terrific,  and,  in  the  main,  very  accurate  ;  that  the  los-? 
on  our  side  was  not  mach  heavier,  is  owing  to  the  protection  afiforded 
by  our  position. 

The  detachment  of  the  six-pounder  was  now  so  much  reduced  as  not 
to  be  able  to  work  the  gun.  It  was  sent  off  the  field,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  detachment  distributed  among  the  other  pieces.  Find- 
ing that  the  contest  was  a  very  unequal  one,  having  the  fire  of  seve- 
ral batteries  concentrated  upon  five  guns  on  our  side,  my  pieces  were 
ordered  to  cease  firing.  The  gun  of  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  next  to  ua, 
also  ceased  at  my  suggestion.  My  object  was  to  induce  the  enemy  to 
hold  up  until  we  could  get  other  batteries  to  our  assistance.  Two 
more  batteries  were  then  brought  into  position.  Our  guns  again 
opened,  under  direction  of  Major  Whiting,  but  elicited  only  a  feeble 
response  from  the  enemy,  and  after  a  few  rounds,  our  batteries  ceased 
firing.  Soon  thereafter,  I  was^ordered  to  report,  with  my  battery,  to 
Major  General  Hill,  but  was  not  called  on  to  go  into  action  again. 
About  five  o'clock,  1  obtained  perraiBsion  to  go  to  the  rear  for  amma- 
nition. 

The  following  are  the  caaualtiea  which  occurred  during  this  artil- 
lery engagement :  mt^ 

Killed — Jno.  L.  Brown,  Francis  T.  IIerndon,of  Rockbridge  county, 
Virginia. 
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Woanded Jno,  Doran,  of  Lexington,  severely,  in  arm,  by  a  shell; 

John  Fuller,  of  Rockbridge,  severely  bruised  by  a  shell. 

Slightly  wounded — E.  Holmes  Boyd,  R.  K.  Compton,  John  M. 
Brown,  Randolph  Fairfax,  Sergeant  David  E.  Moore,  John  H.  Moore, 
Abncr  E.  Arnold,  William  H.  Boiling.  One  horse  was  killed  and 
Beveral  disabled. 

With  three  or  four  exceptions,  the  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers 
waB^in  the  highest  degree  creditable. 

Very  respectfully,  &c,, 

W.  T.  POAGUB. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  PAGE. 

Camp  of  Third  Battalion  Reserve  Artillert,  ) 

July  12.  18G2.      J 

Major  William  Nelson: 

Major  :  According  to  your  request,  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
loTvirig  report  of  my  battery  during  the  late  engagements  before 
Richmond  : 

Oa  Thursday  morning,  June  26th,  we  were  ordered  down  the  Nine- 
mile  rcyid  aa  fur  ae  Garnott's  farm,  where  we  took  a  position  on  tho 
road,  and  just  in  rear  of  our  extreme  picket  lines.  After  remaining 
here  for  about  two  hours,  the  enemy  opened  a  fire  upon  us,  wiih  his 
long-range  guns,  which  he  kept  up  for  some  time,  when,  by  order  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  we  shifted  our  position.  Here,  again,  we 
were  shelled  from  time  to  time  until  night,  when  we  withdrew,  resum- 
ing our  first  position  early  next  morning. 

On  this  day,  Friday,  our  position  was  shelled  constantly  throjigh- 
out  the  day,  without  our  being  able  to  reply,  as  we  had  orders  to  tire 
only  in  case  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  in  the  open  field. 

On  Saturday,  after  the  middle  of  the  day,  everything  became  quiet. 

On  Sunday,  about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we  started  with  Major  Gen- 
eral Magruder's  forces,  down  the  Nine-mile  and  Williamsburg  roads, 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  went  as  far  as  Savage's  farm,  where  wo 
rested  for  the  night. 

Monday  morning,  we  continued  our  march  and  reached  Hollywood, 
near  the  scene  of  the  terrible  conflict  of  Tuesday  evening. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  our  rifle   pieces,  Lieutenant  Montgomery 
commanding,  was  sent  to  the  front  to  reconnoitre  and  returned  in  the 
evening.     At  this  camp  we  remained  until  Friday  morning,  when  by 
your  command,  we  returned  to  our  present  encampment. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  C.  M.  PAGE. 
Captain  Commanding  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  KIRKPATRICK. 


Major  William  Nelson, 

Commanding  Third  Battallion  Reserve  Corps  Artillery  : 

Major  :  At  your  request,  I  submit  the  followiDg  statement  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  compan}^  in  the  recent  engagements  before  Richmond: 
K-S|On  Thursday,  June  2Gth,  we  proceeded  with  four  guns  (two  being 
left  on  account  of  sickness  amongst  the  members  of  the  company)  to 
the  front  at  Garnett's  farm.  We  were  stationed  at  a  poinf  within 
range  of  the  enemy's  guns  in  front  and  on  our  left,  but  remained  un- 
disturbed until  the  afternoon,  when  the  batteries  on  our  left  opened  a 
fire  upon  the  whole  field.  Many  of  the  shells  came  near  us,  but  did 
no  harm. 

The  next  morning  we  resumed  the  place  held  by  us  the  day  before. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  we  wex-e  ordered  to  take  a  position  consider- 
ably advanced  and  to  our  right,  with  two  howitzers,  and  there  to  open 
fire  upon  a  party  of  the  enemy,  then  at  work  npon  the  rifle-pits  in 
front  of  their  works.  As  soon  as  our  fire  commenced,  the  enemy 
opened  upon  us  with  at  least  five  different  species  of  projectile. 
During  tViis  fire,  Lieutenant  Walton,  Corporal  Davidson  and  privates 
Hewitt  and  John  Goodwin  were  struck  by  fragments  of  shell,  though 
no  one  was  seriously  hurt.  At  the  other  guns,  which  remained  for 
some  time  in  a  very  exposed  condition,  private  Motley  was  also  struck. 
One  of  our  horses  was  killed  and  two  wounded.  We  remained  in  the 
advanced  position  until  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

I  cannot  forbear  stating  just  here  that  you  were  present  with  us  dur- 
ing the  time  that  the  enemy's  fire  was  concentrated  upon  us,  and  I  feel 
under  lasting  obligations  to  you  for  the  great  encouragement  and  as- 
sistance you  afforded  us,  inexperienced  as  we  were,  by  your  calm  and 
cheerful  courage,  as  well  as  by  advice  how  our  fire  should  be  con- 
ducted. -- 

On  Saturday,  we  took  the  same  position,  and  in  the  afternoon  were 
ordered  to  proceed  again  with  two  guns,  to  take  the  position  just  al- 
luded to,  in  order  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  it  was 
supposed  had  been  evacuated.  Before  we  reached  the  position  the 
order  was  countermanded.  On  our  way  going  and  returning  we  were 
under  heavy  fire. 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  we  proceeded  with  General 
Magruder's  forces  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  down  the  Nine- mile  and 
Williamsburg  roads,  and,  with  the  same  forces,  crossed  over  to  Camp 
Holly,  where  we  were  held  in  reserve  until  Friday,  when  our  battery 
was  ordered  back  to  camp.  * 

On  Thursday,  my  rifle  piece,  under  Lieutenant  Hobson,  was  ordered 
towards  the  front,  but  he  was  soon  directed  to  return. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  I  was  assisted,  in  the  engagement  of  Fri- 
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day,  by  Lieutentants  Hobson  and  Latham,  who  rendered  every  possi- 
ble  service,  and  proved  themselves  competent  and  brave. 


Very  respectfully  submitted  > 

TIIOS.  J.  KIRKPATRICK, 
CGmmanding  Amfierst  ArtilUry. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  NELSOI^. 

Headquarters  Third  Battalion  Reserve  Artillery, 
Near  Richmond,  July  13,  1862. 

General  :  At  your  request,  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  follow- 
in"  statement  of  my  proceedings,  as  also  of  ray  command,  in  the  re- 
cent movements  of  our  army  in  the  defence  of  Richmond  : 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  1  reported  early  Thursday  morning, 
the  26th  ultimo,  with  my  three  companies,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  S. 
D.  Lee,  chief  of  artillery  for  General  Magruder's  division,  who  asked 
me  to  post  two  of  my  batteries  in  Dr.  Garnett's  field,  in  advance  of 
our  main  line,  and  in  support  of  our  advance  pickets,  and  to  hold  the 
other  in  reserve.  Captains  Kirkpatrick  and  Pago  with  their  batteries 
were  posted  accordingly,  and  Captain  Huckstep  with  his  was  kept  in 
reserve  near  the  Bridge  church. 

Nothing  of  interest  transpired  until  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy's 
batteries,  from  several  different  points,  opened  fire  upon  the  whole 
field,  frequently  throwing  their  shells  very  near  us,  but  without  injury. 
These  two  batteries  were  withdrawn  to  a  less  hazardous  position,  after 
night,  and  replaced  before  light  the  next  morning,  Friday  the  27th, 
In  the  early  part  of  Friday,  I  was  invited  by  Colonel  Lee  to  recon- 
noitre, with  him,  the  enemy's  position  immediately  in  our  front,  where 
they  were  busily  engaged  on  an  advance  line  of  works,  with  a  view 
to  stop  their  operations,  after  which,  it  was  determined  that  I  should 
advance  one  section  of  horsi  artillery  to  our  extreme  picket  line,  a 
little  to  th3  right  of  our  position,  to  co-operate  with  other  pieces 
which  Colonel  Lee  would  post  on  our  left.  I  was  to  be  ready,  and  to 
open  as  soon  as  the  firing  on  ray  left  commenced,  I  requested  Cap- 
tain Kirkpatrick  to  take  two  of  his  howitzers,  with  their  detachments, 
to  the  point  of  the  field  determined  on,  and  I  accompanied  them.  His 
pieces  were  immediately  put  in  position  just  below  the  crest  of  the 
hill  and  loaded.  Very  soon  the  signal  on  our  left  was  heard,  when  the 
captain  gave  the  order  and  the  firing  comm}nced  with  energy, 
and  the  working  parties  were  driven  frora  their  position.  Im- 
mediately the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  batteries  at  four  different 
points,  after  the  working  parties  were  driven  off.  Our  fire  was  aimed 
at  one  of  their  batteries,  and  kept  up  until  the  limbers  were  emptied 
of  ammunition,  when  the  firing  ceased  for  a  very  short  time  for  the 
caisson  to  be  brought  up,  which  was  soon  done,  and  the  firing  resumed 
with  vigor,  and  kept  up  until  the  men  were  much  exhausted,  when  I 
Tequested  the  captain  to  cease  firing,  and  let  his  men  sit  down  below 
the  crest  of  the  hill  and  rest.  During  this  whole  time  they  were  un- 
der a  heavy  fire  from  the  four  batteries  before  referred  to,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  saying  of  all  officers  and  men,  that  they  did  their  duty 
well.  For  further  particulars  of  the  operations  of  this  company  and 
results  to  them,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  statement  of  Cap- 
tain Kirkpatrick. 

The  position  occupied  by  Captain  Page's  battery  was  peculiarly 
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trying,  being  under  a  hot  fire  during  part  of  Thursday  afternoon,  and 
on  Friday,  without  being  able  to  return  it  at  all, 

I  wa8  fully  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men, 
and  for  further  particulars  of  their  operations,  I  refer  you  to  the  ac- 
companying statement  of  Captain  Page.  Friday  afternoon,  J  was 
asked  by  Colonel  Lee  for  one  rifle  gun,  to  co-operate  with  others,  to 
try  ihe  enemy's  position,  and  I  sent  the  the  rifle  gun  of  Captain  Huck- 
step's  battery,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Massie,  to  whose  report, 
herewith,  I  r^fer  you  for  particulars.  This  gun,  in  that  skirmish  was 
well  managed  and  served  in  every  particular. 

Faturdwy  we  retflined  our  former  position  without  engaging  in  what 
took  place  near  by,  but  being  under  fire  part  of  the  time, 

Sunday  mon.ing,  we  were  early  on  the  field,  and,  late  in  the  day, 
advanced  with  tlie  division  towards  Fair  Oak  Station,  on  the  York 
River  railroad.  There  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee  to  follow  on  with 
the  reserve,  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  centre  of  General  McLaws' 
division  ;  doing  this,  we  stayed  that  night  near  the  General's  command, 
on  the  Williamsburg  road. 

Monday  morning,  we  were  ordered  to  march  for  Allen's  farm,  on 
James  river,  l>y  the  way  of  ihe  Darby  town  road,  and  I  was  ordered 
to  halt  my  command  about  two  miles  short  of  Allen's  farm,  which  was 
done.  My  encampment,  that  night,  was  on  Robertson's  farm,  called 
Camp  Holly. 

On  Wednesday,  July  2nd,  I  was  ordered  to  take  all  the  rifle  guns 
of  ray  command  to  the  front  where  we  remained  until  the  afternoon, 
when  we  were  ordered  back  to  camp  with  them.  There  we  stayed  until 
Friday  the  4th,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  this  point. 

I  cannot  too  fully  express  my  thanks  for,  and  appreciation  of,  the  con- 
duct, on  tie  occiision  relerred  to,  of  Surgeon  J.  R.  Page,  Assistant  Sur- 
ge ns  I'errin  and  Hojkins;  also,  Lieutenant  Massie  and  my  young  aid, 
W,  R,  Jones.  These  gtutleracn  all  did  much  to  excite  grateful  thanks. 

With  gratitude  to  Ood  for  his  protection  and  carfe,  I  r^pectfuUy 
submit  this  leport. 

W.  R,  NELSON,  Mcjor  commanding  Battalion. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  RICHARDSON. 

Headquarters  Second  Bat.  Pendleton's  Artillery  Corps,  > 
Camp  r.ear  Richmond,  July  12,  1862,       S 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant,  requir- 
ing me  to  furnish  you  with  a  report,  showing  the  operations  of  my 
command  from  the  26th  ultimo  to  the  present  time,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following,  with  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  cap- 
tains of  the  several  batteries  in  my  battalion,  which  will  more  expli- 
citly give  the  information  you  desire,  as  I  was  necessarily  separated 
from  portions  of  my  command  at  different  times  during  the  occurrencea 
therein  named  : 

You  are  aware  that,  for  about  twelve  days  previous  to  the  26th 
ultimo,  I  had  been  on  outpost  service,  with  two  of  my  batteries,  on 
the  Mechanicsville  road,  near  the  Chickahominy  river,  and  that  my 
other  battery  (Captain  Woolfolk's)  was  on  duty  at  Price's  farm,  under 
Colonel  Lee,  Chief  of  Artillery  General  Magruder's  division,  with 
whom  it  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  3d  inst,  when  relieved  by 
you,  and  ordered  to  ray  camp.  The  batteries  of  Captain  Davidson 
(two  three  inch  rifles,  two  six-pounder  Bmooth  bores,  and  two  twelve- 
pounder  howitzers,)  and  Captain  Masters,  (two  four-pounder  rifles,) 
were  assigned,  temporarily,  to  my  command  by  Brigadier  General  J. 
R.  Anderson,  on  the  afterisoon  of  the  25th  ultimo 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  General  D.  H  Hill,  whose 
division  had  moved  up  near  my  camp  during  the  previous  night,  sent 
for  me,  and  informed  me  that  our  troops  would  cross  the  river  at  that 
point  during  the  day,  and  that  I  was  expected  to  cover  the  passage, 
and  that  he  would  indicate  the  moment  when  I  should  open  fire  upon 
the  worksiii»of  the  enemy  just  opposite.  He  desired  to  know  the  num- 
ber, calibre  and  positions  of  my  guns,  off"ering,  at  the  same  time,  to 
furnish  me  with  any  additional  guns  that  I  might  need.  Having 
given  him  the  desired  information,  I  accepted,  and  placed  in  position, 
three  of  his  rifled  pieces,  and  awaited  his  orders.  About  twelve 
o'clock,  M.,  I  sent  a  message  to  the  General  that  I  thought  the  enemy 
were  V2"atin^  the  T'orks  in  front  of  me;  and,  about  threj,  P.  M., 
sent  another  message  that  I  was  quite  sure  the  work  was  entirely 
deserted;  but  received  no  orders,  though  Generals  Lee,  Hill  and 
Longstreet,  came  up  shortly  afterward,  and  watched  the  movement  of 
the  enemy  until  near  five  o'clock,  when  General  Hill  moved  hi8 
division  across  the  river.  Seeing  no  enemy  in  front  of  me,  and 
desiring  to  render  as  much  service  as  possible,  I  ordered  Captain 
Milledge  to  move  his  rifle  guns  east  of  the  Mechanicsville  road,  to  a 
point  from  which  he  could  do  the  enemy  moat  damage.  [His  report 
will  show  his  operations  in  pursuance  of  this  order.]  At  the  same 
time,  I  ordered  Captain  Masters  to  place  one  of  his  guns  on  the  ridge 
east  of,  and  near,  the  Mechanicsville  road,  thinking  it  a  very  fino 
position  from  which  to  work  upon  one  of  the  heavy  batteries  of  the 
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ftnemy,  then  pouring  a  terrific  fire  upon  our  troops  ;  but,  as  the  piece 
"5vas  being  put  in  position,  General  Longstreet  ordered  Captain  Mas- 
ters to  take  it  to  a  point  lower  down  the  river,  which  he  thought  was 
a  better  position.  In  moving  the  gun  down,  one  of  the  wheels  got 
into  a  deep  rut,  and  could  not  be  extricated  until  the  next  morning. 
At  dawn  on  the  next  morning,  27th  ultimo,  General  Lee  ordered  me 
to  move  my  guns  along  the  ridge  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and  do. the  best  I  could  against  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
side.  I  therefore  moved  down  the  river  with  all  of  my  guns  except 
one  of  the  four-pounder  rifles  of  Captain  Masters,  and  one  smooth  bore 
six-pounder  and  two  twelve-pounder  howitzers  of  Captain  Milledge, 
(having  no  horses  to  move  these  guns,)  and  took  a  position  on  Watt's 
farm,  and  opened  fire  (I  have  reason  to  believe  with  good  effect)  upon 
the  enemy  with  Captain  Davidson's  two  three-inch  rifles,  Captain 
Milledge's  three-inch  rifle,  and  one  of  Captain  Master's  four- pounder 
rifles,  and  continued  firing  until  ordered  to  cease  by  General  Lee. 

About  this  time  you  came  up,  and  I  asked  for  further  orders,  re- 
questing to  be  permitted  to  send  to  the  rear  the  pieces  that  cuuld  not 
be  used  with  effect,  and  having  received  your  approval,  I  ordered 
Captain  Ancell  to  take  to  our  old  camp,  (near  the  toll  gate,  on  the 
MechanicBvilie  road,)  his  battery,  together  with  the  three  guns  of 
Captain  Milledge  and  the  four-pounder  rifle  of  Captain  Masters,  left 
near  Ashton's  house;  and  then,  by  your  order,  I  proceeded  down  the 
river  to  Mrs.  Christian's  farm,  without  being  able,  however,  to  get  a 
shot  at  the  enemy. 

At  this  point,  Captain  Davidson  handed  me  an  order  from  Briga- 
dier General  J.  R,  Anderson  requiring  him  to  join  his  brigade  at 
once,  and  I,  of  course,  relieved  him  from  duty  with  me. 

I  then  joined  you  at  the  hospital  on  the  Nine-mile  road,  about  a 
mile  above  Dr.  Garnett's  farm.  You  then  ordered  me  to  move  tho 
t%vo  four-pounder  rifles  of  Captain  Masters  to  that  point  and  you 
would  have  them  placed  in  position.  The  guns  being  ex(^edingly 
heavy  (weighing  nearly  4, OIK)  pounds  each)  and  the  road  very  lad, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I  succeeded  in  getting  one  of  the 
guns  (under  Captain  Ancell)  to  the  point  indicated  by  eight  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  when  all  operations  for  the  day  seemed  to  have  ceased,  and 
you,  I  learned,  had  left  the  field.  The  other  gun,  under  Captain 
Milledge,  could  not  be  brought  down,  and  Ciptain  Milledg:  informed 
me  that  you  ordered  him  to  take  it  to  camp. 

The  next  day,  June  28tb,  I  succeeded  in  seeing  you  late  in  the 
afternoon,  when  y«u  told  mo  that  I  could  confer  with  Colonel  Leo 
(chief  of  artillery  of  General  Magruder's  division)  as  to  the  best  po- 
sition for  tho  gun.  Colonel  Lee  said  that  the  gun  could  be  of  no  ser- 
vice there  at  that  time,  but  that  he  would  let  me  know  if  it  could  bo 
used  the  next  day. 

The  next  day,  June  29th,  at  an  early  hour,  General  Magruder's 
troops  were  moved  out  of  their  works,  and  I  thought  it  best  to  have 
the  gun  taken  to  my  camp,  which  I  did. 

I  received  no  further  orders  from  you  until  Monday  night,  June 
SOth,  when  you  ordered  me  to  move  tho  two  four-pounder  rifles  at 
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early  dawn  the  next  morning,  down  the  Darby  road,  in  the  direction 
of  New  Market,  and  you  would  select  a  position  for  them.  This 
order  I  obeyed,  halting  on  the  Darby  road  where  it  is  intersected  by 
the  New  Market  road,  and  reported  to  you  through  Captain  Milledge, 
and  received  your  order  directing  me  to  move  down  to  a  point  near 
which  you  would  endeavour  to  find  a  position  for  the  guns,  (Captain 
Milledge  acting  as  guide.)  Wc  halted  on  the  farm  of  a  Mr.  Fussell, 
when  1  reported  to  you  in  person,  and  you  ordered  me  to  bivouac  for 
the  ni<Tht,  as  you  were  unable  to  find  a  suitable  position  for  the  guns. 

The  next  morning  I,  by  your  order,  returned  to  camp  with  the 
guns,  as  you  thought  they  could  not  be  used  to  advantage  at  all  down 
there. 

In  leaving  my  old  camp  on  the  Mechanicsvilie  road,  near  the  toll- 
gate,  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  instant,  I  ordered  Captain  Woolfolk, 
senior  captain,  to  take  charge  of,  and  move  tlie  camp  down  on  the 
Williamsburg  road,  near  Fulton's  hill,  you  having  ordered  me  to  take 
a  position  more  convenient  to  the  scene  of  operacions. 

It  is,  doubtless,  proper  to  add  that  two  drivers  and  four  horses  from 
each  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Anrell  and  Milledge  had  been,  by 
General  A.  P.  Hill's  orders,  sent  to  join  Captain  Mclntosrh's  battery. 
One  of  these  men,  private  Robinson,  of  Captain  Milledge's  company, 
was  slightly  wounded,  and  one  of  the  horses  sent  from  Captain 
Ancell's  battery  died. 

Before  concluding,  I  beg  leave  to  say  thtt  the  Foldiorly  bearing, 
energy  and  general  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  mj 
command  afi'ords  me  the  liveliest  gratification  and  satisfaction,  and  in 
awarding  praise,  I  cannot  discriminate  in  favor  of  some  without 
doing  injustice  to  others,  inasmuch  as  all  my  orders  were  obeyed 
with  great  alacrity  and  cheerfulness. 

I  would  add  that  Dr.  Semple,  surgeon  of  my   batter/,  was   ahvays 
at  his  post  of  duty  and  performed  his  part  most,  satisfactorily. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfulfy,  your  obedieni,  s^rvmnt, 

CHARLES  RICHARDSON, 

Major  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  THOMPSON  BROWN. 

Camp  at  Randolph's  Farm,  July  14,  1863. 
Brigadier  General  W.   N.  Pendleton  :  ♦ 

Sir  ;  In  accordance  with  your  order  of  July  11th,  I  herewith  for- 
ward to  you  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  from  Thurs- 
day, June  26th,  to  the  present  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  THOMPSON  BROWN, 

Colonel  \st  Virginia  Artillery. 
LEWIS  M.  COLEMAN, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  \st  Virginia  Artillery. 


My  command,  with  the  exception  of  the  batteries,  of  which  a  more 
detailed  account  will  be  subsequently  given,  after  having  been  in 
camp  for  some  days,  was  moved  on  Friday,  June  27th,  to  a  point 
near  Mrs.  Price's  farm,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  action.  On  Sat- 
urday, 28th,  it  was  moved  back  to  its  present  position  On  Sunday, 
June  29th,  it  was  moved  to  a  point  on  the  Darbytown  road,  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  New  Market  road,  where 
it  arrived  without  being  called  for  until  Thursday,  July  3d,  where,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  General  Pendleton,  it  returned  to  its  old 
camp  at  Randolph's  farm,  where  it  now  awaits  orders. 

The  batteries  which,  during  this  period,  were  separated  from  tho 
command,  are  the  following:  Third  Howitzer,  Captain  B.  II.  Smith  ; 
Richmond  Fayette  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Clopton  commanding,  and 
Williamsburg  Artillery,  Captain  Coke.  The  first  of  the  third  How- 
itzers (Captain  B.  H.  Smith)  having  been  advised  to  join  Feathejrs- 
ton's  brigade,  General  Longstreet's  division,  reached  Mechatiicsville 
at  ten,  P.  M.,  on  Thursday,  June  26th.  On  Friday,  27th,  it  was  en- 
gaged with  good  effect  at  Catlin's  house,  one  section  being  in  the  or- 
chard, and  the  other  to  the  right  of  the  house.  They  continued  their 
fire  until  the  enemy  left  the  field.  In  the  evening  cf  the  same  day, 
it  was  again  engaged  at  Gaines'  farm  ;  the  three  howitzers  being  sta- 
tioned on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  near  the  barn,  where  they  ,-helled  the 
enemy's  position  in  the  woods.  The  Parrott  piece  on  the  right  of  the 
barn  engaged  one  of  the  enemy's  batteiies  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Chickahorainy,  thus  drawing  a  raking  fire  away  from  our  infantry, 
while  charging  the  enemy's  position.  The  Parrott  gun  continued  to 
fire  until  the  enemy's  battery  became  silent ;  but  I  myself,  being  ac- 
cidentally present,  withdrew  the  howitzers  early  in  the  evening.  They 
%vere  inefficient  against  the  battery  because  of  their  short  range,  and 
they  could  no  longer  shell  the  enemy's  infantry  without  endangering 
our  own  troops.  This  battery  was  hubsequently  engaged  on  this  side 
of  the  Chickahorainy,  in  the  battle  of  Monday,  30th,  near  Enroughty'a 
house.  It  fired  but  a  few  rounds.  Still  it  was  much  exposed  to  the 
35 
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Sre  of  artillery  and  infantry.  The  battery  was  not  engaged  on  Tues- 
day and  has  now  rejoined  its  regiment.  The  only  loss  sustained  was 
one'man  wounded  on  Monday,  30th,  and  two  horses  shot  on  Friday^ 

27th. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  in  the  entire  series  of  fights  commanded 
the  g^proval  of  their  captain.  I  myself  saw  them  acting  well  an 
the  evening  of  Friday,  June  27th. 

The  Richmond  Fayette  Artillery  and  the  Williamsburg  Artillery, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  reported,  by  order  of  General. 
Pendleton,  to  Genei-al  Lee,  at  Mechanicsville,  on  the  morning  of  Fri- 
day, June  27th.  They  followed  the  advancing  army  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet,  at  Hogan*3  house,  and  were 
kept  in  reserve  during  the  battle  of  Friday  evening.  On  Saturday^ 
Colonel  Coleman  reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill,  and,  in  the  absence 
of  Major  W.  T,  Walker,  sick  in  Richmond,  acted  as  chief  of  artillery, 
until  Wednesday,  July  2d,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment.  The  two 
batteries  under  his  command,  from  this  regiment,  accompanied  Gene- 
ral Hill,  on  his  passage  to  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  and 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field  of  Monday.  The  Fayette  Artillery 
was  attached  to  Branch's  brigade,  and  the  Williamsburg  Artillery  held 
in  reserve.  The  Fayette  Artillery  was  placed  in  position  both  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  evening,  and  was  exposed  to  a  sharp  artillery 
fire  on  both  occasions,  but  was  not  allowed  to  fire. 

The  Williamsburg  Artillery  returned  to  its  regiment  on  Tuesday, 
June  Ist.  The  men  of  the  Fayette  Artillery,  as  well  as  the  ofiicers, 
exhibited  sufficient  coolness  and  alacrity  under  fire. 

The  Williamsburg  Artillery  being  in  reserte,  had  no  opportunity  to 
do  anything  amid  the  great  superabundance  of  artillery,  and  the 
scanty  use  that  was  made  of  it. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON  BROWN, 

Colonel  First  Virginia  Artillery, 
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HEPORT  OF  COLONBL  NANCE  OF  OPERATIONS  ON  THE 

29th  JUNE,  1862, 

Headq'rs  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment,  > 
Camp  Jackson,  July  11,  1862.       J 

Captain  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

Sfr  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  ohedienco  to  orders  re- 
ceived from  Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Kershaw,  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  instant,  I  moved   my  command,  about  eight,  A.  M.,  ont  to  the 
picket  lines  in  front  of  my  camps,  on  the  York  River  railroad,  about 
five  miles  from    Richmond.     After  arriving  there,  I  received  orders 
to  move  in  front  of  the  enemy's  deserted  works,   and  there  take  my 
position  in  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  which  I  promptly  did.  There 
Brigadier  General  Kershaw  assumed  immediate  command,  and  began 
the    pursuit    of  the    enemy.     Two    of  my    companies — company  A^ 
Captain  Hance,  and  company  E,  Lieutenant  Wright,  were  sent  for- 
ward, according  to  directions,  as  skirmishers,  and  remained  detached 
from  the  regiment  during  the   rest  of  the  day.     Nothing  of  special 
interest  occurred  in  the  advance,  so  far  as  my  command  was   con- 
cerned, until  about  four,  P.  M.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  follow  Colonel 
Kennedy,  second  South   Carolina  regiment,  moving  by  the  left  flank, 
and,  under  cover,  take  position  on  his  left,  in  a  wood,  obliquely  to 
the  left  of  some  entrenchments  this   side  of  Savages'  farm,   and  in 
conjunction  with  Colonel  Kennedy,  to  charge  the  enemy  in  his  works, 
drive  him  out,  and  capture  his  battery.     The  approach  to  this  posi* 
tion  was  difficult ;  and,  although  we  arrived  at  it,  and  made  our  dis- 
position for  the  charge  as  soon  as  possible,  we  had  barely  completed 
our  arrangements  when   we   received    official  notice  from  tho  front 
that  the  enemy  had  retired.     We   then  rejoined  the  brigade  and  ro- 
Bumed  the  advance  march.     We  had  not  advanced  much  further  before 
we  came  up  with  the^enemy,  near  Savages'  Station,  and  were  halted. 
My  regiment,  when   halted,  held  a  position  in   a  slight  hollow  in  an. 
open  field,  with  its  riir.ht  flank  resting  on  a  wood  of  thick  underbrush 
and  fuvfj-t  (iiiibc-r,  and   its  lefo  i-tt-lii^g  -u    ilie  right  of  Colonel  Ken- 
nedy's regiment,  whose  left  rested  on  the  York   River  railroad.     The' 
ground  gradually  ascended  in  our  front  for  abcfut  sixty  yards,  where 
began  a  wocd,  whose  line  ran  nearly  parallel   to  our  line  of  battle. 
This  words  had  a  depth  of  about  four  hundred  yar<ls.     The  first  part, 
though  of  heavy  timber,  was  rather  open  and  not  filled  or  obstructed 
by  the  thick   underbrush,  which  alone  was   found   in  the  last  part  of 
the  wood.     These  bushes  were  of  dense  thickness,  and  continued  to 
an  open  field  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  line  of  battle.     The 
ground  of  these  woods   was  slightly  undulating.     In  the  position  I 
hold,  my  men  were  so  well   protected  from  the  fire  and  shells  of  the 
enemy,  that  they  effected  no  injury  to  my  command  before  the   ad- 
Tance  was  made.     After  some  firing  between  the  skirmishers  and  ar- 
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tillery  of  the  contending  parties,  we  received  the  command, /orward  / 
and,  immediately  thereafter,  the  command  to  charge.  The  commands 
were  obeyed  with  alacrity  and  great  enthusiasm.  My  regiment 
dashed  up  the  ascent  in  front,  through  the  woods,  yelling  as  they 
went,  and  into  the  thick  undergrowth,  in  which  it  was  impossible  to 
discover  either  friend  or  foe  over  twenty  yards.  We  were  not  aware 
of  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy  until  we  received  his  galling  fire, 
at  a  distance  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  yards,  after  we  had  pro- 
ceeded some  distance  in  the  thick  undergrowth,  already  described. 
The  fire  checked  us  for  a  moment,  but  we  pressed  on  slowly,  return- 
ing the  enemy's  fire  and  making  him  yield  gradually,  when  I  ordered 
a  charge,  and  pushed  him  out  of  the  wood  and  some  distance  across 
the  open  field  beyond.  We  had  scarcely  emerged  from  the  woodg 
before  I  heard,  to  my  surprise,  the  command,  cease  firing.  I  imme- 
diately went  to  the  regiment,  where  I  heard  an  officer  giving  this 
•command,  of  whom  I  enquired  by  what  authority  he  spoke.  He  re- 
plied that  it  came  from  the  right,  and  that  he  understood  we  were 
firing  on  our  friends.  Remembering  the  caution  that  had  been  given 
early  in  the  day,  for  all  "line  oflBcers  to  repeat  the  commands,"  and 
knowing  the  impossibility  of  otherwise  hearing  the  commands,  and 
•recollecting  that  the  Brigadier  General  was  on  our  right,  as  we  en- 
tered the  woods,  and  thinking  a  body  of  troops,  moving  on  our  right, 
whose  character  I  could  not,  with  certainty,  determine  on  account  of 
the  approaching  darkness  and  smoke  of  battle,  might  be' our  people 
moving  on  the  enemy's  fla»k,  I  ordered"  the  regiment  to  "cease  fir- 
ing." We  had  scarcely  ceased  to  fire  before  the  enemy,  either  rein- 
forced or  encouraged  by  the  example  of  some  of  their  men,  who  fired 
upon  us,  as  they  retreated,  rallied  on  a  hill  opposite  us  and  renewed 
the  attack  with  great  vigor.  Suspecting  the  command  to  cease  firing 
was  either  a  ruse  or  an  error,  I  withdrew  a  short  distauce  in  the  un- 
derbrush and  reformed  my  line  as  best  I  could,  under  an  extremely 
severe  fire.  By  the  time  this  was  accomplished,  the  enemy  had 
almost  traversed  the  field  and  reached  the  edge  of  the  undergrowth, 
■from  which  we  had  driven  them.  As  they  advanced,  they  poured  a 
deadly  and  incessant  fire  into  my  line.  1  met  4hem  again,  pushing 
my  line  almost  to  the  edge  of  the  undergrowth,  when,  besides  the 
fire  in  my  front,  I  was  subjected  to  a  threatening  fire  upon  my  right 
flank.  In  this  emergency,  without,  so  far  as  I  could  discover,  sup- 
ports, either  on  my  right  or  left  flanks,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire, 
which  I  did.  Moving^  by  the  right  flank,  I  carried  the  men  to  the 
rear  of  our  original  position,  collected  the  scattered,  reformed  the 
line  and  took  position,  by  order  of  General  Kershaw,  on  the  edge  off 
the  woods  in  front  of  our  first  position,  where,  after  throwing  out 
pickets,  we  slept  on  our  arms  without  fires  until  morning.  Early  in 
the  morning,  we  recovered  and  buried  the  dead,  and  also  brought  in 
all  the  wounded. 

A  list  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted.  It  will  be  perceived 
that  my  loss  was  heavy,  both  in  officers  and  privates.  Among  the 
mortally  wounded  were  Lieutenant  Ray  and  Captain  8.  M.  Lanford, 
both  of  whom,  especially  the  latter,  were  officers  of  promise. 
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Among  tlie  killed  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  C.  Garlington,  who 
fell  while  urging  the  men  to  the  charge.  He  was  an  officer  of  fine 
judgment,  cool  courage,  and  commendable  energy.  We  deplore  his 
loss  both  as  a  gentleman  and  soldier. 

The  conduct  of  the  whole  regiment,  privates  and  officers  alike,  was 
satisfactory  and  praiseworthy.  The  heavy  loss  sustained  in  the  fight — 
of  about  two  hours  duration — sufficiently  attests  the  gallantry  and 
fortitude  of  the  command,  in  withstanding  such  a  severe  fire. 

Conspicuous  for  gallantry  was  Captain  D.  M.  H.  Langston,  who, 
though  severely  wounded,  continued  with  the  regiment  throughout 
the  fight.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  Major  W.  D.  Rutherford,  who 
had  been  assigned,  early  in  the  day,  to  the  command  of  a  portion  of 
the  skirmishers,  rejoined  the  regiment  late  in  the  engagement  and 
bore  himself  (as  did  all  the  officers,  both  line,  staff  and  field,  who 
came  under  my  observation)  worthily  and  honorably. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  I  have  en- 
quired into  the  origin  of  the  unfortunate  command  *'  cease  firing,^''  by 
which  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  was  prevented  from  being  most  com- 
plete, and  I  find,  much  to  my  gratification,  that  it  did  not  originate 
in  my  regiment.  I  considered  the  promulgation  of  such  an  unau- 
thorized command,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  by  an  officer,  conduct  so 
culpable  as  to  call  for  a  court-martial.  Happily,  I  am  relieved,  by  my 
enquiries,  from  the  unpleasant  duty  of  preferring  charges  against  a 
brother  officer. 

I  am  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Colonel  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment, 


LIST  OF  THE  CASUALTIES  of  the  Third  South  Carolina  Regi- 
ment  in  the  action  of  the  2dth  of  June,  1862. 

Field  and  Staff — Killed  :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Benjamin  0.  Garling- 
ton.    AVouudt'd :   Sergcant-Major  Ossian  F.  Simpson. 

Company  A,  Captain  VV.  W.  Hance — Killed:  None.  Wounded: 
Corporal  P.  C.  Jones. 

Company  B,  Lieutenant  F.  Conner— Killed:  Private  W.  F. 
Sprewel.  Wounded  :  Lieutenant  F,  Conner,  Sergeant  B.  Lawrence, 
Corporal  L.  M.  Speers,  privates  I.  S.  Sprewel,  James  Pitts,  W.  Pitts, 
G.  P.  Sterling,  A.  J.  Livingston,  W.  Willingham,  P.  J.  Stevens,  W. 
H.  King,  David  Senn,  G.  W.  Thrift,  R.  Workman,  John  Galloway, 
R.  S.  Sattcrwhite,  E.  W.  Davenport,  G.  W.  Saddler,  B.  W.  Gibson. 
Missing  :  Private  D.  F   Craddock. 

Company  C,  Captain  R.  C.  Maffett—Killcd :  Corporal  J.  M.  Kelly 
and  private  L.  C.  Kinnard.  Wounded  :  Captain  R.  C.  Maffett,  Lieu- 
tenant J,  C.  Williams,  Corporal  G.  F.  Long,  Privates  T.  R.  Wilson, 
H.  W.  Reagan,  G.  W.  Griffith.  J.  E.  Signern,  J.  Albritton. 

Company  D,  Lieutenant  J.  T.  Ray — Killed:  Lieutenant  J.  T.  Ray, 
Corporal  J.   D.  C.  Abernathy,  Privates   Stephen    Nix   and  Samuel 


550 

McCrarey.  Wounded  :  Sergeant  J.  G.  Allen,  Corporal  M.  M.  Davis, 
Privates  W.  T.  Todd,  J.  W.  Ferguson,  J.  F.  Graham,  R.  E.  Murphy, 
J.  W.  Gentry,  H.  H.  Rav,  G.  M.  Stevens,  Anthony  Shands.  A  R. 
Tinsley,  J.  L.  Tinsley,  C.  M.  Williams,  R,  C.  Wilburn,  W.  B.  Taylor. 

Company  E,  Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Wright — Killed:  Sergeant  B. 
S.  Buzhardt.  Wounded :  Corpord  11.  B.  Reid,  Privates  W.  C.  Sligh, 
F.  M.  Summer,  D.  B.  Wheeler,  M.  Foot. 

Company  F,  Captain  Homer  L.  M.  Gowan — Killed  :  Corporal  B. 
Hitt,  Privates  W.  D.  Austin,  J.  D.  Garlington,  J.  M.  McGee  and  A. 
C.  Watson.  Wounded  :  Privates  L,  H.  Benjamin,  J.  W.  Bryson, 
W.  R.  Darnall,  E.  S.  Hitt,  R  M.  Nichols,  W.  A.  Vance,  B.  W. 
Wells,  J,  W.  Winn.  Missing  :  Sergeant  J.  C.  Hill  and  Private  H. 
A.  Andrews. 

Company  G,  Captain  R.  P,  Todd — Killed :  Sergeant  D.  D.  Brown- 
lee,  Privates  D.  F.  Stoddard,  R.  J.  Higgins,  L.  L  Edwards,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Wounded  :  Lieutenant  A.  W,  Burnsides,  Sergeant  H. 
L.  Farley,  Sergeant  J.  A.  Fairbourn,  Corporal  E.  R.  Thackston,  Pri- 
vates J.  L.  Stoddard,  S.  R.  Thackston,  Allen  Barksdale,  J.  R. 
Dorroh,  J.  C.  Stewart,  J.  F.  Henry,  Joshua  Martin,  J.  F,  Hellams, 
R.  P.  Gamble,  J.  P.  Templeton,  J.  C.  Owings. 

Company  H,  Captain  John  C.  Summer — Killed  :  Private  L.  F. 
Russell.  Wounded:  Lieutenant  D.  A.  Drickert,  Privates  M.  Adams, 
W.  F.  Green,  J.  T.  Hattawanger,  J.  M.  Stuck,  J.  A.  Smith,  J.  C. 
Nunnamaker. 

Company  I,  Captain  D.  M.  H.  Langston — Killed :  Private  J.  B. 
F.  Hollingsworth.  Wounded  :  Captain  D.  M.  H.  Langston,  Sergeant 
E.  Williams,  (since  died,)  Corporal  J.  G.  A,  Holland,  (since  died,) 
Privates  M.  Blakely,  J.  E.  Bell,  E.  M.  Compton,  G.  McDunnon,  C. 
C.  Ferguson,  William  Holland,  J,  T.  Langston,  M.  M.  McQuown, 
William  Ray,  Sergeant  W.  B.  Byrd. 

Company  K,  Captain  S.  M.  Lanford — Killed :  Corporal  W.  A. 
Smith,  Private  J,  L.  Gentry.  Wounded  :  Captain  S.  M.  Lanford, 
(since  died,)  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Young,  Corporal  C.  P.  Verner,  Pri- 
vates J.  P.  Havener,  Levi  Hill,  G.  T.  Hyatt,  W.  J.  Mayes,  J.  S. 
Rountree,  R.  A.  Shands,  E.  E.  Smith,  James  Story,  A.  C.  Stripling, 
W.  T.  Wofford. 

Number  of  officers  carried  into  action,  37;  enlisted  men,  431; 
total,  468.  Number  of  killed,  23;  wounded,  110;  missing,  3; 
total,  136. 

The  death  of  Captain  Lanford  increases  the  killed  to  24. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NANCE  OF  OPERATIONS  ON  THE 

1st  OF  JULY,  1862. 

Headq'rs  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment,  ) 
Camp  Jackson,  July  13,  18G2.      \ 
Captain  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir:  On  Tuosday,  the  1st  instant,  early  in  the  afternoon,  accord- 
ing to  orders  from  Brigadier  (leneral  Kershaw,  I  formed  my  regiment 
and  took  position  in  the  brigade,  inline  of  battle,  on  the  Long  Bridge 
road,  where  we  remained  about  an  hour  or  two,  when  we  were  moved 
forward  by  the  left  flank  and  formed  a  new  line  of  battle  to  the  left 
of  a  deserted  dwelling  situated  in  an  open  field  fronting  the  road  just 
mentioned,  my  left  resting  on  the  fence  running  along  a  thicket  of 
email  pines  to  the  east  of  the  house.  We  were  subjected  to  an  an- 
noying artillery  fire  in  this  position  for  some  time,  but,  fortunately, 
without  damage,  before  an  order  for  an  advance  was  given.  At 
length  it  came,  and  my  regiment,  with  the  others  of  the  brigade  un- 
der General  Kershaw,  moved  forward,  in  line  of  battle,  through  the 
woods  to  our  left  and  under  a  very  severe  fire  of  grape,  shell  and 
musketry,  toward  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  strongly  supported  by  in- 
fantry, and  favorably  posted  on  an  elevated  and  commanding  plateau, 
immediately  beyond  the  Quaker  and  Willis  church  road.  Although 
the  fire  under  which  we  passed  was  exceedingly  severe,  my  command 
moved  into  position  in  the  Quaker  road  with  a  steadiness  and  order 
■which  would  have  been  worthy  of  older  troops.  Here  we  were  halted 
and  directed  to  lie  down,  for  protection,  behind  the  fence  and  hedge 
row  on  the  side  of  the  road  and  in  rear  of  a  line  of  troops  v,  ho  had 
preceded  us,  and  who  were  likewise  seeking  shelter  from  the  terrific 
artillery  and  musketry  fire  of  the  enemy.  While  in  this  position,  a 
North  Carolina  regiment  came  up,  and  part  of  it  lapping  over  the 
left  pf  my  regiment.  Shortly  after  its  arrival,  one  of  its  officers 
rose,  and  in  a  loud  voice,  proposed  the  hazardous  and  rash  experiment 
of  a  charge,,  to  which  proposition  I  gave  no  heed,  if,  for  no  other 
reason,  because  my  superior  and  immediate  commander  was  on  the 
ground.  Not  long  afterwards  this  regiment  retired.  About  the 
game  time,  a  fire  was  opened  upon  our  right  roar,  by  our  friends, 
which  produced  some  confusion  in  the  ranks.  At  this  juncture.  Ma- 
jor Rutherford  proposed  to  go  to  the  rear  and  inform  the  officer  in 
command  of  our  position.  I  approved  the  proposition,  and  suggested 
that  he  take  with  him  a  stand  of  colors,  that  he  might  the  more 
promptly  and  safely  check  the  fire,  which  he  did.  The  fire  still  con- 
tinued, and  at  this  moment,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  regiment  on 
my  left,  (the  second  South  Carolina,)  retired.  Major  Rutherford  did 
not  return,  and  feeling  some  apprehension  for  the  safe  delivery  of 
my  message,  I  called  for  a  volunteer  to  bear  the  same  roossage  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  troops  who  were  firing  into  our  rear,   that 
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hail  been  entrusted  to  Major  Rutherford.  Corporal  T.  Whitner 
Blakely,  company  I,  promptly  responded,  and  taking  the  same  route, 
soon  came  up  with  Major  Rutherford,  by  whom  he  was  directed  to 
bear  the  message,  giving  notice  of  our  position.  This  he  gallantly 
did.  lie  reported  afterwards  that  the  regiment  was  the  twenty-sixth 
Georgia,  whose  commanding  officer  promptly  changed  the  direction 
of  his  fire  when  he  received  my  message.  By  this  time,  (my  left 
having  been  exposed  by  the  retirement  of  the  second  South  Carolina 
regiment,)  the  enemy  was  pressing  on  the  left  towards  the  road,  and, 
VihGTi  I  discovered  that  they  were  coming  into  the  read  on  this  flank, 
that  part  of  our  line  on  the  extreme  right  Avas  retiring,  and  being 
thus  situated,  without  hearing  any  orders,  I  deemed  it  prudent  tore- 
tire,  myself.  I  was  pleased  to  learn,  afterwards,  from  General  Kor- 
ehaw,  that  he  had  given  the  same  command  just  about  the  same  time, 
and  was  gratified  thus  to  have  my  judgment  sustained  by  his.  We 
retired  under  as  severe  a  fire  as  that  under  which  we  advanced,  but 
not  in  such  good  order,  not  seeing  any  thing  like  a  brigade  organ- 
ization. I  carried  as  many  of  my  men  as  1  could  keep  together 
while  passing  through  the  thicket  and  the  ravines,  halting  and  re- 
forming my  line  at  difi'erent  points,  as  I  retired,  to  the  point  where 
our  second  line  of  battle  was  formed  early  in  tho  jifternoon.  Here  I 
deployed  the  remnant  of  my  command  as  skirmishers,  for  the  purpose 
of  stopping  the  scattered  of  the  brigade,  expressly  those  of  my  reg- 
iment, and  intending  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  as  best  I  could, 
ehould  he  advance  at  this  point.  After  making  these  dispositions,  I 
despatched  my  adjutant,  Captain  T.J.  Pope,  to  the  rear,  to  report  to 
any  general  officer  he  might  find,  in  case  he  did  not  meet  with  either 
General  Kershaw  or  General  McLaws,  the  condition  of  things  in 
front,  and  the  position  I  had  taken,  and  to  request  orders.  He  re- 
ported to  General  Pender,  who  ordered  me  to  hold  my  ppsition. 
Shortly  afterwards.  General  Kershaw  came  back  to  the  same  point 
with  a  portion  of  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment.  By  his  or- 
der, 1  still  held  my  position,  collecting  and  giving  directions  to  many 
scattered  soldiers,  and,  later,  with  other  portions  of  the  brigade,  I 
inarched  out,  under  the  General's  command,  to  the  Long  Bridge  road, 
where  I  found  many  of  my  command,  who  had  entered  the  road  above 
us,  collected  and  under  the  comtijaad  of  Major  Rutherford.  Arriv- 
ing at  this  point,  by  order,  we  bivouacked  for  the  night,  on  the  fur- 
ther side  of  the  road.  • 

A  list  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted.  They  are  slight,  con- 
Eidering  the  severe  fire  which  incessantly  prevailed  during  our 
operations. 

The  spirit  of  the  men  was  all  that  could  have  been  desired,  and 
had  opportunity  offered,  they  would  have  achieved  honor  for  them- 
selves and  rendered  efficient  service  to  their  country. 

I  desire  to  direct  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  H.  0. 
Johnston,  of  the  third  Alabama  regiment,  who  reported  to  me  while 
we  were  advancing  to  the  Quaker  road;  he  was  separated  from 
his  regiment,  and  requested  to  serve  with  me  through  the  fight.  I 
gladly  consented,  and  do  now  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  his  g»l- 
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lantry  and  efficiency  in  the  field.  He  remained  with  me  throughout 
the  hght.  The  gallant  conduct  of  Corporal  Blakely,  already  men- 
tiened,  is  deserving  of  special  praise  and  consideration. 

I  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  explain  the  falling  off  in  the  number  of 
men  carried  into  action  on  Tue?day,  from  the  number  had  on  Sunday 
by  mentioning  the  fact  that,  besides  the  fatigue  of  Sunday's  opera' 
tions,  we  had  a  very  exhausting  march  on  Monday,  which  broke  down 
many  of  my  command,  and  reduced  the  number  of  eflFective  men  very 
considerably,  as  the  accompanying  report  will  show. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Colonel  Sd  South  Carolina  regiment. 


REPORT  OF    COLONEL    NANCE    OF  CAPTURE    OF  ARMS 

AT  SHIRLEY. 

Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment,  ) 
*  Camp  Jackson,  July  12,  1862.      J 

Captain  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  On  Thursday,  the  3d  instant,  late  in  the  afternoon,  I  was 
directed  by  Brigadier  General  Kershaw  to  move  with  my  regiment, 
two  companies  from  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment,  and  two 
from  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  by  way  of  the  camp  of 
Colonel  Cobb,  from  whom  I  would  get  definite  information  as  to  the 
locality  of  certain  arms  left  by  the  enemy  at  Shirley,  and  supposed  to 
be  under  guard,  and  where  I  would  meet  a  detail  of  one  hundred  men 
from  General  Hill's  division,  who  would  co-operate  with  me  in  driving 
off  the  enemy  and  capturing  the  arms,  which  I  was  ordered  to  do.  I 
assembled  my  command  as  epeeciily  as  possible,  and  began  the  march, 
from  my  camp  near  Malvern  Hill,  to  Shirlej^,  about  an  hour  before 
sundown.  After  marching  about  six  miles,  I  arrived  at  Colonel 
Cobb's  camp,  and  procured  the  information  desired,  and  a  guide,  and 
then  resumed  the  march,  taking  with  me  the  detail  of  one  hundred 
men  from  General  Hill's  division,  who  were  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Tayloe,  I  reached  the  cavalry  outposts  of  Colonel  Cobb, 
under  command  of  Captain  King,  about  half-past  one,  P.  M.,  where, 
on  account  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  scattered  condition 
of  the  arms,  I  concluded  to  bivouac  for  the  night. 

Early  in  the  morning,  I  called  up  my  command,  and,  after  request-, 
ing  Captain  King  (who  promptly  complied)  to  send  cavalry  scouts  in 
advance,  I  took  up  the  march  for  the  field  in  which  the  arms  were 
ecattered.  Neither  a  land  force  nor  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  were 
to  be  seen.  So,  with  the  assistance  of  .Captain  King,  of  Cobb's  legion, 
and  of  Major  White,  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  who 
was  ordered  to  accompany  me  on  the  expedition,  and  of  the  officers  of 
my  command,  we  went  earnestly  to  work,  and  soon  picked  up  all  the 
arms  on  the  field,  and  conveyed  them  about  a  mile  to  the  rear,  where 
they  were  turned  over  to  Captain  Tayloe,  who  had  wagons  from 
General  Hill's  division  in  waiting,  to  convey  them  to  the  ordnance 
department.  I  then  allowed  the  men  time  to  breakfast,  and  returned 
to  camp,  reporting,  immediately  on  my  arrival,  my  return  to  Briga- 
dier General  Kershaw. 

The  number  of  arms  gathered  was  about  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  (925.)  Several  arms  were  brought  to  the  wagons  after  I  received 
reports  from  commanders  of  companies  is  the  reason  I  cannot  specify 
the  exact  number.  The  arms  were  good,  of  modern  patterns,  and  in 
fine  condition,  considering  the  exposure. 

I  take  occasion  to  express  my  obligation  to  Colonel  Cobb  for  fur- 
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nishing  me  with  valuable  information  and  a  guide.  Also  to  Captain 
King,  of  the  same  corps,  for  his  assistance  to  me  in  gathering  the 
arms. 

The  distance  marched  was  about  ten  miles  each  way. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obediedt  servant, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Colonel,  commanding  Third  South  Carolina  Rfgimenl 


REPORT   OF    COLONEL   AIKEN    OF    OPERATIONS   FROM 
.   JUNE  25th  to  JUNE  29,  1862. 

Headquarters  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment,  } 

July  13,  1862.       \ 

.General:  In  obedience   to  a  circular  received  this  A,  M.,  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  Wednesday,  25tb  ultimo,  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment 
lay  in  bivouc  at  Camp  Reserve,  four  miles  east  of  Richmond.  At 
sunset  of  tbat  day  I  received  orders  to  go  on  picket  the  next  morning 
at  seven  o'clock.  During  Thursday,  and  until  Friday,  ten,  A.  M  ,  I 
acted  as  the  picket  reserve  of  a  Louisiana  regiment,  when  I  was  re- 
lieved by  Colonel  Nance  of  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment. 
Returning  from  picket,  when  about  half  way  to  camp,  I  was  haUed, 
and  ordered  to  report  again  to  Colonel  Nance,  and,  with  him,  to  "  feel 
the  enemy"  in  front  of  our  pickets.  When  prepared  in  line  of  battle, 
with  skirmishers  thrown  out,  to  make  the  advance,  orders  were  re- 
ceived to  withdraw,  and  for  the  seventh  regiment  to  report  as  a  sup- 
port to  Colonel  Barksdale,  but  form  on  his  right,  and  advance  with 
him  against  the  enemy.  I  formed  as  ordered  ;  and,  for  some  reason, 
Was  not  notified  by  Colonel  Barksdale  that  an  advance  was  about 
being  made,  until  four  and  a  half  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Skirmishers 
were  being  thrown  forward,  and  the  advance  about  being  made,  when 
Colonel  Hennegan  appeared  on  the  field,  and  ordered  me  to  join  him 
at  the  point  I  had  left  Colonel  Nance  in  the  forenoon.  I  did  so  with 
despatch ;  and  from  that  point  attacked  and  drove  in  the  enemy's 
picket's,  advancing  only  so  far  as  enabled  our  skirmishers  to  see  the 
breastworks  of  tfte  enemy,  our  orders  being  to  prevent  a  general  en- 
gagement, but  simply  to  learn  the  enemy's  strength,  if  possible. 
While  halted  in  this  position,  we  were  subjected  to  constant  shelling 
from  the  enemy's  fortifications,  resulting  in  a  loss  to  the  seventh  regi- 
ment of  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded.  At  dusk  we  withdrew  to 
the  rear  of  the  picket  reserve,  just  ill  front  of  the  fortifications  occu- 
pied by  Semmes'  brigade,  where  we  remained  until  half-past  nine,  P. 
M.,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  Camp  Reserve,  From  that  ^ime 
until  Sunday  morning,  the  seventh  regiment  remained  in  bivouac, 
when  we  were  again  ordered  forward — mention  of  which  was  made  in 
my  former  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 
Colonel,  commanding  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment, 


REPORT    OF'  COLONEL   AIKEN   OP   BATTLES    OF    JUNE 

29th,  1862. 

Head'qrs  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment, 

July  10,  1862. 

General  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  in  the  engagement  of  tho 
29th  ultimo  : 

At  eleven,  P.  Isl.,  Saturday,  28th,  I  received  orders  to  prepare  to 
march  at  eaiiy  dawn  on  Sunday.  Such  preparation  was  made;  but 
we  did  n(>t  move  until  nine,  A.  ^L,  when  I  joined,  with  my  command, 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  at  a  point  known  as  our  picket  reserve. 
From  this  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy's  breastworks,  and  found  them 
evacuated,  [fence  we  marched  by  a  flank,  down  the  Nine-mile  road 
to  the  rmlr'nd,  where  we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  tho  left 
of  the  rnlioad.  Advancing  but  a  short  distance,  we  moved  by  the 
right  flank,  and  crossed  the  railroad.  For  about  half  a  mile  or  perhaps 
less,  we  adv.inced  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  ordered  to  retire.  An- 
other flail k  movement  ^vas  resorted  to,  and  again  line  of  battle  formed, 
when  wt*  ndvonced  antil  the  skirmishers  announced  the  enemy  in  line  of 
battle.  The  line  of  the  enemy  being  dispersed  by  a  battery  of  artil- 
lery, we  W'i-'Q  again  ordered  forward,  and  about  half-past  four  or  five, 
P.  M.,  were  halted  in  a  valley  in  the  woods  beyond  Savage's  farm.  In 
my  rear  a  battery  was. again  drawn  up,  and  firing  directly  over  the 
right  of  try  regiment,  subjected  us  to  a  very  severe  cannonading  from 
which  th<  rt^  \\  as  no  escape.  This  duel  resulted  in  my  losing  one  man 
killed  ai  d  b.iving  two  slightly  wounded. 

At  about,  half- past  five,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered,  by  some  one  I  did 
not  see,  to  move  my* regiment  forward,  after  a  couple  of  volleys  of 
musketry  h;id  been  heard  on  my  left.  I  moved  forward,  ami  immedi- 
ately upon  t  merging  from  the  oak  grove  and  entering  the  pi  it.  thicket, 
I  encouiiMMctl  the  enemy.  Cautioning  the  men  to  reserve;  tla-ir  fires, 
I  ordered  i  >  barge.  The  charge  was  made,  some  few  firin_',  and  tho 
enemy  give  '  suk  ;  another  forward  was  given,  and  onward  we  went, 
firing  gfiietallv  as  we  advanced.  I  next  ordered,  "Load  advancing  and 
fire  at  will  '  This  command,  heard  by  a  few,  was  instinc'ivclv  obeyed 
by  all.  Af.er  the  enemy  had  been  pressed  back  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards,  a  heavy  firing  began  on  ujy  right,  and  consi  Icrably  in 
the  rear  Fearing  this  might  be  from  our  friends,  I  sent  tho  M-rgeant 
major  to  »»nquive  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  how  the  right  was  progress- 
ing, for  it  w  IS  impossible  in  the  thicket  to  seo  half  the  length  of  the 
regiment  Wv  returned  almost  immediately  with  the  word  that  the 
lieuten;  ii»-  iM.'lonel  was  taken  from  the  field  wounded,  two  d  mpanies 
on  my  iighi  were  cut  off,  and  th-^  enemy  were  in  our  rear  1  forth- 
"with  is-uid  the  order  to  retire  in  line,  which  was  heard  by  but  two 
compaiiU'H,  1  withdrew  these  to  an  old  cross  road,  and  in  a  fow  min- 
utes collec'te<!  ttic  othera.  Cautioning  this  portion  of  the  regiment  to 
lie  down  and  be  on  the  watch,  1  started  to  look  for  the  two  rigUt  com- 
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panies,  which  soon  reported  and  were  attached  to  the  regiment.  I 
then  formed  line  of  battle;  but  the  firing  on  my  left  having  ceased,  I 
faced  by  the  rear  rank,  and  retired  about  fifty  yards  into  the  oak  grove, 
halting  and  fronting  again.  No  enemy  advancing,  I  faced  about  agaiu 
and  marched  out  of  the  woods,  where  I  found  the  two  regiments,  and 
formed  upon  them.  The  battle  over,  we  were  permitted  to  lie  in  line 
of  battle  in  the  valley  were  we  first  started,  and  there  we  remained 
nntil  Monday,  seven,  A.  M. 

The  casualties  of  my  command  were  two  sergeants,  two  corporals, 
and  nine  privates  killed ;  lieutenant  colonel,  four  lieutenants,  nine 
sergeants,  eight  corporals  and  forty-six  privates  wounded.  Two  of  the 
number  of  wounded  privates  have  since  died.  Total  kilFed,  thirteen  ; 
wounded,  sixty-eight.  , 

Respectfully  submited. 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN,        *     ' 
Colonel  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  AIKEN  OF  BATTLE  OF  JULY  Ist, 

18«3. 

HEADQUAR'rtERS  Seventh  Regiment  S.  C.  V.,  July  10,  1863. 

General:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  par- 
ticipation of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the 
1st  instant : 

After  a  fatiguing  march  on  Monday,  3()th  ultimo,  the  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  was  halted  on  the  New  Market  road  (?)  at  nine,  P. 
M.,  and  aroused  again  at  midnight,  and  marched  to  the  edge  of  the 
battle-field  of  the  3Uth.  Here  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  an 
hour  of  sun,  when  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  for  a  mile  or  two, 
until  we  met  General  Jackson's  army,  when  we  were  returned  to  the 
New  Market  road,  resting  here  in  line  in  the  sunshine  and  occasional 
shade,  until  orders  came  to  approach  the  field  where  the  contest  waa 
Boon  to  rage.  We  were  marched  to  an  old  field  on  the  Fazier  estate 
(?)  and  halted  there  in  line  of  battle,  within  range  of  the  enemy's 
guns,  which  threatened  us  fearfully.  After  an  hour's  halt,  orders 
came  to  "  go  into  the  fight."  We  moved  by  a  flank  movement  until 
covered  by  the  woods,  and  then  marched  in  line  of  battle  through  an 
open  field  and  thick  undergrowth,  to  within  close  musket  range  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  march  we  passed  through  or  over  two  lines  of  troops, 
lying  in  the  woods,  and  encountered  a  third  where  we  halted.  Not  be- 
ing told  whether  our  troops  (a  fourth  line)  were  engaging  the  enemy, 
we  had  but  to  halt,  and  lie  subjected  to  a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy, 
which  was  rendered  more,  fearful  by  a  fire  opened  upon  us  by  our 
friends  from  the  rear.  At  this  juncture  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw  ; 
each  man  and  officer  running  the  gauntlet  for  himself  This  was  done 
with  such  confusion,  that  it  was  impossible  to  rally  the  regiment,  es- 
pecially as  everything  was  shrouded  in  darkness.  After  two  hours* 
work,  however,  about  one-half  the  regiment  was  collected,  and  bivou- 
acked for  the  night. 

In  advancing  through  this  wood,  subject  the  entire  route  to  a  se- 
vere fire,  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  lost,  in  killed,  two  ser- 
geants, one  corporal  and  three  privates;  wounded,  one  lieutenant, 
three  sergeants,  three  corporals  and  sixteen  privates.  Total  wounded 
twenty-three  ;   total  killed  six. 

In  the  report  of  the  engagement  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  hate  said 
nothing  of  the  behavior  of  my  command,  nor  can  1  say  more  than 
that  they  behaved  to  my  perfect  satisfaction.  Officers  and  men  were 
cool,  determined  and  obedient.  My  captains,  especially  elicited  my 
admiration  for  the  calmness  with  which  they  urged  their  men  on  to 
the  contest.  I  cannot,  however,  be  accused  of  infringing  upon  the 
justice  allowed  every  one  by  especially  mentioning  Adjutant  Childs 
and  Sergeant-major  Stallworth,  as  having  aided  me  materially  and 
promptly  in  the  fight  of  Sunday,  29th  ultimo. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  entire  regiment  on  Tuesday^  Ist  instan^  I 
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need  not  speak,  as  yoa,  yourself,  General,  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
regular  and  nnfiincMng  tramp  with  which  they  marched  up  to  the 
point  whence  they  were  ordered  to  retire. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  WYATT  AlKElSr, 
Colonel  commanding  "dh  S.  C.  Regiment, 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GAILLARD. 

Headquarters  Second  Regiment  S.  Carolina  Volunteers,  C 

Camp  McImws,  July  12,   1862.       J 

To  Captain  C.  B.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  re- 
quiring a  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  second  regiment  in  the  battles 
of  the  29th  of  June,  at  Savage  Station,  and  the  let  of  July,  at  Mal- 
vern Hill,  I  submit  the  following  : 

Being  in  command  of  the  skirmishers  of  the  brigade,  I  was  not 
Tvith  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Sunday,  the  29th.  I  am  not, 
therefore,  prepared  to  furnish  a  minute  account  of  it  in  that  affair. 
From  accounts  furnished  me  by  captains  of  companies,  I  learn  that 
the  second,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade, 
charged  impetuously  through  the  woods  tha,t  separated  the  opposing 
forces,  broke  and  put  to  flight  a  line  of  the  enemy  formed  just  on 
the  edge  of  the  field,  beyond  the  woods.  This  body  of  the  enemy 
was  armed  with  most  superior  weapons,  which  were  scattered  along 
upon  t^e  ground  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  their  lines,  and  in 
n-umbefs  greatly  exceeding  their  dead  left  upon  the  field,  showing 
plainly  that  it  was  routed.  At  this  moment  of  victory  an  order  was 
given,  no  one  knows  whence  it  originated  and  extended  down  the 
line  of  the  brigade,  to  cease  firing  and  to  fall  back.  The  regiment 
fell  back  in  accordance  with  this  order ;  was  rallied  and  reformed, 
and  was  ready  for  another  charge  had  the  order  been  given.  Night, 
however,  came  over  the  scene,  and  the  contest  ceased  all  along  the 
line. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  eig'ht  men  were  carried  into  this  action. 
Eight  were  left  dead  upon  tho  battle-field  and  fifty-three  were 
wounded.  Of  the  latter,  the  regiment  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  Cap- 
tain Bartlett,  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  conscientious  officers, 
belonging  to  it.  He  was  borne  mortally  wounded  from  the  field,  and* 
I  regret  to  report  has  since  died.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodwyn  was 
also  severely  wounded  in  the  foot  while  gallantly  discharging  his  du- 
ties. Second  Lieutenant  Perry,  of  company  H,  was  also  very  se- 
verely wounded. 

The  regiment  slept  that  night  on  tho  battle-field  in  a  heavy  rain, 
and  so  near  the  enemy's  line  that  fires  could  not  prudently  be  allowed. 

Next  morning  we  marched  from  Savage  Station  towards  Richmond, 
and  then  down  towards  the  scene  of  Monday's  battle,  with  a  few 
hours  rest  along  our  line  of  march  we  were  kept  moving  until  the 
dawn  of  Tuesday  morning,  when  wc  reached  Frazier's  Farm.  The 
consequence  of  this  fatigue  was  tho  exhaustion  of  many  men  of  the 
regiment.  Colonel  Kennedy,  who  had  been  suffering  for  days  from 
a  slowly  but  steadily  developing  fever  was  obliged  to  yield  and  devolve 
the  command  upon  me. 
36 
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In  the  afternoon  the  regiment,  by  order,  was  moved  to  the  left  of 
the  dwelling-house  in  rear  of  the  battle-field.  At  this  point  "vre  re- 
mained exposed  to  the  desultory  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  One 
member  of  company  G  was  killed  instantaneously  at  this  point. 
About  six  o'clock,  I  received  orders  to  advance  my  command  in  line 
with  tlie  brigade.  Our  advance  carried  us  for  half  a  mile  over  an 
exceedingly  rough  and  thickly  wooded  piece  of  ground.  This  was 
being  vigorously  shelled  by  the  enemy;  inflicting,  however,  but  few 
casualties  upon  the  command. 

As  soon  as  we  rose  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  the  brigade 
was  temporarily  halted  to  rectify  the  alignment,  grape,  canister 
and  musket  balls  began  to  greet  us,  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  en- 
i. lading  us  from  the  right.  At  the  command,  "Forward,"  our  line 
advanced  wiih  as  much  firmness  and  steadiness  as  it  was  possible  for 
troops  to  maintain.  Across  the  ravine,  it  progressed  until  the  brow 
of  the  next  hill  was  attained.  Here  I  halted  in  obedience  to  orders. 
L'pon  observation,  I  discovered,  about  three  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
iny  left,  a  formidable  line  of  the  enemy,  and,  about  two  hundred  yards 
in  front  of  my  right,  another  line,  forming  an  obtuse  re-entering 
angle.  Upon  these  lines  I  ordered  my  command  to  fire.  The  re- 
sponse from  the  enemy  was  very  heavy.  The  men,  both  officers  and 
privates,  adhered  to  their  position  manfully,  and  without  an  excep- 
tion that  I  could  see,  until  the  seventh  brigade,  under  the  fire  which 
opened  upon  us  from  the  rear,  as  well  as  front,  had  fallen  back  in 
obedience  to  orders.  This  order  my  command,  being  on  the  extreme 
left,  was  the  last  to  execute.  At  this  point  we  temporarily  halted 
when  going  into  action.  I  rallied  around  the  colors  a  large  portion 
of  the  regiment  and  kept  them  upon  the  field,  under  orders  from 
General  Kershaw,  until  the  battle  ceased. 

I  carried  into  action  two  hundred  and  eight  men.  Of  these,  eight 
were  killed  instantly  upon  the  field,  and  thirty  three  were  wounded, 
several  mortally.  Of  the  wounded  were  first  Lieutenant  Perry,  com- 
manding company  II,  and  first  Lieutenant  Brownfield,  commanding 
company  1,  the  former  severely  in  the  neck,  the  latter  seriously  in 
the  head.  Lieutenant  Brownfield  was  carried  from  the  field  the  day 
after  the  battle  by  an  ambulance  from  some  other  brigade.  This 
much  of  him  is  certainly  known.  Since  then,  I  regret  to  say,  his 
fate  is  a  mystery.  The  ambulance  of  the  regiment  was  pressed  into 
service  by  unauthorized  parties,  so  that  it  was  un-^ble  to  give  relief 
to  but  few  of  the  wounded  of  the  regiment.  Lieutenant  Lorick,  of 
company  C,  was  also  injured  We  lost  many  others — non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates — who  did  all  that  pure  patriotism  could 
demand  of  them. 

Yours,  respectfully^ 

F.  GAILLARD, 
Major  commanding  Second  Regiment  S.   C.   Volmiteers, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HENAGAN. 

Headquarters  Eighth  S.  Carolina  Regiment, 

July  14,  1862. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the 
operations  of  my  command,  from  25th  of  June  to  2nd  July  inclusive  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  June,  I  relieved  Colonel  Kenedy,  on 
outpost,  having  orders  to  support  the  pickets  of  General  Semmes' 
brigade.  All  was  quiel  in  the  forenoon,  except  occasional  firing  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  in  our  front  and  on  our  left,  which  resulted  in 
no  damage.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  heavy  firing  commenced  upon  our 
right,  which  drew  from  the  enemy  a  terrific  cannonading,  which  lasted 
more  than  one  hour,  many  of  their  shells  exploding  near  my  regi- 
ment, but  without  injury  to  any  one.  I  deployed  my  regiment  as 
80on  as  the  firing  commenced,  expecting  an  attack  and  supporting  the 
line  of  pickets  until  dark,  when  the  firing  ceased  and  1  withdrew  a. 
short  distance,  and  rested  for  the  night. 

I  was  relieved  at  eight  o'clock,  on   the   2Gth,  by   Colonel  Aiken's 
seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  and  returned  to  camp,   where   we 
remained  until  the  morbing  of  the  2Tth.   I  received  orders,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  to  proceed  to  the  outpost  with  my  regiment.     Having  arrived 
there,  I  received  orders  to  return  to  camp,  which  I  did  by  the  nearest 
route.     The  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  pouring  a  continuous  fire  upon 
my  line,  many  of  their  shells  exploding  near  my  command.     About" 
four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  I  received  orders  tO' 
march    again  to  the   outposts,   and  with   my  regiment  and   Colonel.' 
Aiken's  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  to  feel  the  enemy   imraedi.- 
ately  in  front  of  the  pickets  of  General  Semmes'  brigade.   I  deployed 
two  companies  from  the  seventh  and  two  from  the  eighth  South  CarC'- 
lina   regiments   as   ekirmishers,    under   the   command   of  Lieutenant. 
Colonel  Bland,  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina. 

The  seventh  regiment  having  been  formed  on  the  left  of  the  eighth,. 
I  ordered  an  advance  of  the  whtle  line.  We  had  proceeded  but  a 
short  distance,  when  the  enemy's  pickets  opened  upon  our  skirmishers,, 
wbif.h  wi'.s  nroiiipily  u'turnrd.  my  whoio  line  continuing  t.j  advance 
Steadily.  As  soon  as  the  firing  between  the  pickets  and  skirmishers 
commenced  the  enemy  upened  fire  with  several  pieces  of  cannon,  into 
the  woods  through  which  I  was  advancing,  and  threw  immense  quan- 
tities of  grape,  carii-«ter  and  shell  along  the  whole  line.  1  advanced 
to  within  a  sliort  dist;ince  of  the  abattis  in  front  of  the  enemy's  en- 
trenchments, where  1  baked  the  whole  command.  The  fire  of  tha 
enemy,  as  we  approached  the  abattis,  becoming  very  severe,  I  ordered 
the  men  to  lie  down,  an<l  remained  in  that  position  until  I  became 
gatipfied  that  further  advance  was  impracticable.  I  then  ordered  the 
whole  command  to  retire,  which  was  executed  in  good  Order.  The 
eighth  regiment  suffered  no  loss  in  this  reconnoissance. 
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For  casualties  in  the  seventh,  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  D.  Wjatt 
Aiken's  report  of June. 

I  then  returned  to  camp,  reaching  it  at  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.  Mj 
command  remained  quietly  in  camp  during  the  28th,  and  received 
orders  late  at  night  to  be  ready  to  follow  the  enemy  on  the  following 
morning,  it  being  supposed  that  they  were  evacuating  their  works  in 
front  of  us.  I  also  received  orders,  before  that  time,  to  relieve  Colo- 
nel Kennedy  at  eight  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.  On  reach- 
ing the  reserve  of  Colonel  Kennedy,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  sent 
out  four  companies  of  his  regiment  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  who 
reported  that  they  had  evacuated  their  works.  I  then  received  orders 
to  support  the  four  companies  of  Colonel  Kennedy's  regiment,  and 
upon  reaching  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  I  halted  my  command  until 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  arrived.  The  other  regiments  of 
the  brigade  having  arrived  at  nine  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  move 
forward  by  the  right  flank.  We  proceeded  as  far  as  the  railroad,  at 
Fair  Oak  Station,  when  we  formed  line  of  battle  and  advanced  (my 
centre  resting  on  the  Nine-mile  road  )  for  nearly  one  mile,  when  the 
skirmishers  engaged  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  and  a  brisk  fire 
ensued,  the  enemy  in  the  meantime,  bringing  several  pieces  of  artil- 
lery to  play  upon  our  lines.  We  were  here  ordered  to  retire  to  a  posi- 
tion near  Fair  Oak  Station,  and  remained  there  until  the  brigades 
upon  our  r^^t  and  left  came  up  and  formed,  when  T^e  advanced  again, 
passing  tkronigh  the  deserted  camps  of  the  enemy. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  during  the  advance  until  about  half 
past  four  o'clock,  when  our  skirmishers 'again  engaged  the  rear  guard 
of  the  enemy,  who  disputed  our  advance.  The  skirmishers  of  my 
regiment,  under  command  of  Captain  J.  H.  Muldrow,  pressed  upon 
the  enemy  until  they  finally  withdrew.  My  loss  in  this  skirmish  was 
one  wounded,  private  Carter  of  company  A.  My  regiment  advanced 
to  the  edge  of  field,  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt.  Kemper's  bat- 
tery  coming  up,  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  and  was  continued 
briskly  for  several  minutes,  I  .igain  received  the  order  to  advance, 
passing  through  an  open  field,  and  over  another  line  of  the  enemy's 
entrenchments,  the  enemy  retreating  before  us.  My  command  was 
halted  about  six  o'clock,  in  an  open  field  near  the  woods,  and  re- 
mained there  but  a  short  time,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  by  the 
right  flank,  in  order  to  make  room  for  Kemper's  battery,  which,  for  & 
■short  time,  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  our  front, 
they  (the  enemy)  returning  it  with  spirit.  Captain  Kemper  having 
changed  position  to  the  right  and  in  my  rear,  I  again  moved  by  the 
right  flank,  in  order  to  protect  my  command  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  shells  of  the  enemy,  who  were  at  this  time  throwing  quantities  of 
shell  at  our  battery.  I  held  this  position  until  I  received  orders  to 
advance.  In  the  meantime  the  tenth  Georgia  regiment  passed  over 
•my  line,  and  into  the  woods  in  front  of  me.  I  moved  by  the  left_ 
flank  a  short  distance,  in  order  to  uncover  the  regiment  that  had 
passed  my  line,  and  in  order  to  place  my  regiment  nearer  the  othei' 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  who  were  at  this  time  engaged.  I  advanced 
but  a  short  distance,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  my  line,  which 
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I  returned,  and,  at  the  same  time,  two  regiments  in  my  rear  opened - 
nre  upon  my  regin^nt.     I  then  ordered  my  command  to  halt  and  lie 
down,  in  order  to  protect  them  from  the  fire  of  our  friends. 

After  great  exertions  by  Major  McLeod  and  Captain  B.  Holmes, 
of  your  staff,  who  were  exposed  to  a  terrific  fire  from  u-  nds  and  foe, 
the  firing  in  my  rear  was  suppressed,  and  I  ordered  my  command 
again  to  advance  ;  but,  finding  ^hat  the  tenth  Georgia  h  id  inclined  to 
the  left,  and  were  immediately  in  my  front,  I  retired  en  a  line  with 
the  other  regiments,  who  were  formed  in  my  rear,  and  near  to  Cap- 
tain Kemper's  battery.  It  being  near  dark,  I  remained  here  until  or- 
dered to  join  the  brigade. 

Corporal  Ward,  of  company  E,  was  killed  ;  Corporal  J.  II.  Roberts, 
of  company  L,  was  mortally  wounded,  since  dead  ;  private  McRae.of 
company  L,  shot  through  hip ;  private  Threatt,  of  company  A,  shot 
through  hip  ;  J.  Collins,  of  company  C,  in  hip;  E.  Lane  company  L, 
slightly  in  arm  ;  private  Morrell,  company  A,  in  foot ;  private  Heid- 
ricics,  company  A,  slightly;  Corporal  Bozeman,  company  F, 
slightly. 

We  joined  the  brigade  at  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  rested  for  the 
night  near  the  Williamsburg  road.  At  ten  o'clock,  on  the  following 
morning,  (the  30th.)  we  marched  back  in  the  direction  of  Richmond, 
for  several  miles,  when  we  moved  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of  James 
river,  to  the  Darbytown  road.  On  reaching  it,  we  changed  direction 
again  to  the  left,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  battle  which  was  then 
raging  on  that  road,  apparently  some  three  miles  distant.  We  were 
halted  upon  the  field  where  the  battle  of  the  day  previous  (the  Soth) 
had  been  fought,  at  daylight,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  ad- 
vanced for  about  one  mile  and  halted.  In  this  advance,  through  the 
woods,  we  captured  one  lieutenant  and  three  privates,  belonging  to 
a  New  York  regiment.  After  remaining  here  for  an  hour,  we  were 
ordered  to  move,  by  a  flank,  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  Ilill.  Ar- 
riving near  the  latter  place,  we  rested  for  three  hours,  when  we  re- 
ceived orders  to  advance  upon  the  enemy.  Passing  through  a  dense 
growth  of  pines,  into  which  the  enemy  were  pouring  an  incessant 
shower  of  grape  and  shell,  we  reached  a  field,  at  the  far  end  of  which 
were  posted  tkc  enemy's  batteries.  We  continued  to  advance  until 
we  were  ordered  to  halt,  where  we  remained  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
were  ordered  to  retire,  which  was  executed  in  good  order. 

In  justice  to  the  ofiScers  and  men  of  my  command,  duty  compels  me 
to  state  that  they  bore  themselves,  gallantly  on  both  occasions,  (the 
89th  Juno  and  1st  July.)     Every  one  dcing  his  whole  duty. 

For  list  of  casualties  in  the  engagement  of  Ist  July,  I  refer  you  to 
my  report  of  3d  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

^  Your  obedient  servant, 

V  J.  W.  W.  KENAGAN, 

Colonel  m  S.  C.  Regiment 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  KEM^^R. 

Artillerv  Quarters,  4th  Brigadje,  2wd  Division,  > 

July  15,  1862.      \ 

Captain  Holmes,  , 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captain:  Leaving  mj  camp,  near  Vaughan's,  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  about  six  o'clock,  I  followed  the  infantry  of  the 
brigade  to  a  short  distance  beyond  Fair  Oaks,  Here  our  march  was 
interrupted  for  an  hour  or  two  by  the  batteries  of  the  enemy's  rear 
guard.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  about  four,  P.  M.,  by  the  direction  of 
the  Brigadier  General,  we  shelled  some  works  of  the  enemy  on  and 
near  the  Williamsburg  road,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
junction  of  that  and  the  Nine-mile  road.  Eliciting  but  slight  re- 
sponse, we  did  some  execution,  and  again  advanced,  overtaking  the 
enemy  at  Savages'.  The  engagement  was  opened  by  a  brisk  artillery 
fire  from  my  battery,  replied  to  by  one  or  more  batteries,  stationed 
near  Savages'  house.  From  this  contest,  the  superior  character  and 
number  of  the  enemy's  pieces  compelled  me  to  withdraw  in  about 
five  minutes,  without  loss,  however.  About  seven,  P.  M.,  a  general 
engagement  ensued,  in  which  the  battery  played  its  part  to  the  bes& 
of  our  ability. 

Our  losses  are:  One  man  killed,  private E.  Calmens;  two  wounded, 

privates  Posey,  (since   deadj)  and .     Four  horses  were    killed, 

and  five  others  rendered  unserviceable.  In  Tuesday's  engagement,  (Ist 
July,)  ray  battery  was  held  in  reserve,  and,  though  under  a  severf:" 
fire,  suffered  no  loss. 

The  above  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DEL.  KEMPER, 
Commanding  Alexandria  Artillery, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BENNING  OF  BATTLE  OF  JUNE 

27th,  1863. 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Rkg't  Georgia  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Darhifcwn  rond,  July  26,  1862. 

General  :  On  the  27th  of  June,  the  hrigade  was  near  the  Garnett 
house,  and,  about  Hunset,  General  Toombs  ordered  me  to  throw  for- 
ward a  strong  body  of  pickets  on  the  left  of  his  line,  and  to  feel  the 
enemy  and  to  follow  up,  vigorously,  any  success  that  might  be  met 
with.  At  this  time  the  re<i;iment  was  in  line  of  battle  along  the  fence, 
near  Garnett's  spring.  Accordingly,  1  immediutcly  ordered  forward 
the  two  flank  companies  of  the  regiment,  companies  A  and  D,  under 
Lieutenant  Beeland,  and  K,  under  Lieutenant  Randall,  both  under 
Major  Pickett,  with  instructions  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  General 
Toombs  to  me.  They  promptly  took  their  place  on  the  left  of  the 
line  in  a  wood,  and  very  soon  advanced,  with  other  similar  parties 
detached  from  the  second  and  fifteenth  regiments  Georgia  volunteers, 
and  opened  fire  on  the  enemT,  posted  in  a  wood  on  both  sides  of  the 
Lobor-in-vain  ravine.  The  fire  at  once  became  warm  along  our  whole 
line.  The  balls  of  the  enemy  came  across  the  picket  line  engaged  in 
the  fight,  and  wounded  a  number  of  that  part  of  the  regiment  bold 
in  reserve  near  the  fence  at  the  Garnett  spring.  About  fifteen  min- 
utes after  the  firing  had  commenced,  report  was  made  to  you  that  the 
enemy,  in  considerable  force,  was  about  to  turn  your  left  flank,  and 
cut  off  the  picket  sent  from  my  regiment.  You  then  ordered  me  to 
take  the  reserve  companies  of  the  regiment  to  flank  and  support  those 
pickets  and  counteract  any  suoh  movement  of  the  enemy.  I  at  once 
carried  them  there  and  formed  them  in  line  of  battle.  It  was  then 
dusk,  and  objects  were  not  visible  at  a  distance.  We  could  see  no 
enemy.  The  firing  of  our  pickets,  who  were  a  little  in  advance  of 
us  and  a  little  to  our  right,  continued  as  brisk  as  ever.  As  the 
darkness  thickened,  however,  the  firing  gradually  lessened,  and 
finally  ceased. 

Every  officer  and  man  of  the  companies,  under  my. eye,  did  his 
duty  well,  and  the  same  is  true  (according  to  the  report  to  me  of  Major 
Pickett,)  of  the  two  companies  sent  forward  umler  him  as  picket. 

A  list  of  the  casualties  has  already  been  sent  up. 

I  am,  General,  very  tespectfully, 

HENRY  L.  BENNING, 
Colonel  \Tth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BENNINGOF  BATTLE  OF  MALVERN 

HILL.  * 

Headq'rs  Seventeenth  Reg't  Georgia  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Darby  town  road,  July  26,  1863. 

General:  On  the  1st  of  this  month,  you,  after  much  exertion, put 
your  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  chiefly  in  a  wood  in  front,  but  rather 
to  the  right  of  what  is  called  Malvern  Hill,  (or  hills,)  with  General 
Jones'  brigade.  Colonel  Anderson  commanding,  in  your  front,  and 
other  troops  in  his  front.  The  position  of  my  regiment  was  on  the 
right  of  your  line.  You  instructed  me  that  theduty  of  your  brigade 
would  be  to  support  the  troops  in  its  front,  and  that  the  duty  of  my 
regiment  would  be  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  movements  of  the 
regiment  in  front,  but  that  it  was  not  to  fire  until  it  received 
orders  to  do  so.  This  was  near  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  my 
judgment.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  line  in  our  front  began  to  move 
by  the  left  flank.  We  followed  the  example  and  moved  by  ours. 
Marching  in  this  way,  for  I  think  nearly  a  mile,  the  line  came  in 
front  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  also  got  out  of  the  wood  into 
a  large  field,  the  back  part  of  which  was  held  by  the  enemy.  Here 
the  maich  was  changed  to  one  to  the  front.  That,  in  a  short  time, 
brought  us  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  both  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
grape^  shell,  splinters  and  minie  balls,  flying  thick  about  us  and 
through  us,  and  making  gaps  in  our  ranks  at  every  step.  The  regiment, 
however,  continued  to  advance  in  perfect  order. 

After  having  advanced  far  into  the  field,  the  order  came  dpwn 
the  line,  march  by  tue  left  jlank.  This  was  obeyed,  and,  whilst  we 
were  thus  marching  by  the  flank,  some  regiment  behind  us,  which 
was  marching  to  the  "front,  cut  my  regiment  in  two  at  the  colors, 
leaving  the  colors  and  the  companies  on  the  left  with  me,  who  was  at 
the  bead  of  the  line,  and  the  right  companies  with  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Hodges.  I  saw  no  more  of  these  latter  companies  until  next 
day.  The  companies  with  me  continued  to  march  by  the  flank,  until 
they  entered  the  wood  on  the  left  of  the  field.  I  suppose  the  object 
of  the  order  was  to  get  to  the  wood  and  advance  to  the  attack  from 
it.  So  I  halted  my  companies  and  looked  for  a  good  position  to  ad- 
vance from,  which  I  found,  as  L  thought,  in  a  wood  running  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  batteries,  at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  with  a  fence  in  its 
front.  Along  this  wood  I  formed  the  companies,  and  made  them  lie 
down,  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  enemy's  missiles  might  pass 
over  them.  It  Avas  nearly  night.  Here  we  remained  awaiting  or- 
ders, but  none  came  The  fire  on  both  sides  slackened,  and  ceased 
after  night  fall,  and  the  companies  returned  to  camp. 

Our  loss  was  five  killed  and  thirty-one  wounded.     A  particular  list 
of  the  casualties  has  already  been  forwarded  to  you. 

The  officers   and  men  received  the  hot   fire  of  the  enemy,    which 
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tfeej  could  not  return^  frieada  being  in  front,  -vrith  great  coolness  and 

ifortitude 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aerv't, 

HENRY  L.  BENNING, 
0'  Oolovcl  nth  Begiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  CiOLONEL  GUMMING. 

Headquarters  Twentietk   Regiment   GEORGii^VoLUNTEERS, 

Ju]jl26,   1862. 

To  General  R.  Toombs  : 

General:  Pursuant  to  orders  receiived  this  dnj,  I  have  the  honor 
to  6ubmifcthe  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  twentieth  regi- 
ment Georgia  volunteers,  in  the  recent  actions  before  Richmond  : 

This  regiment  was  relieved  from  picket  duty  at  Garuett's  farm  on. 
the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo.  Early  next  morning  we  were  ordered 
to  occupy  and  hold  the  trenches  in  front  of  Garnett's  farm,  where  we 
remained  until  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded, 
losing  his  left  arm.  At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  a  skirt 
of  woods  on  the  left  of  Garnett's  farm,  in  command  of  the  fifteenth 
Georgia  regiment  and  my  own.  Later  in  the  afternoon,  about  six 
o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  my  regiment  to  support  a  bat- 
tery, then  briskly  engaging  the  enemy  in  our  front.  We  remained 
in  this  position  nearly  an  hour,  and,  just  before  sunset,  we  were  or- 
dered by  Captain  Troup,  of  your  staff,  to  proceed  to  within  support- 
ing distance  of  the  second  and  fifteenth  regiments  of  Georgia 
volunteers,  then  closely  engaged  with,  and  under  a  heavy  fire  from,  the 
enemy.  We  advanced  in  line  of  battle  to  this  position,  a  distance  of 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  through  an  open  field,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  musketry.  When  within  about  seventy-five  yards  in  rear  of  the 
second  and  fifteenth  regiments,  I  ordered  a  halt  (according  to  orders) 
and  required  the  men  to  lie  down.  This  was  immediately  on  the  left 
of  Garnett's  house.  We  remained  here,  under  a  heavy  and  contin- 
uous fire  of  infantry,  for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  we 
were  ordered  forward  to  occupy  the  position  held  by  the  second  and 
fifteenth  regiments  against  overwhelming  odds.  We  held  this  posi- 
tion until  about  three  o'clock  next  morning,  when  we  were  relieved 
by  the  seventeenth  regiment  Georgia  volunteers.  During  the  affair 
of  that  evening,  our  loss  was  one  man  killed  and  eight  wounded. 
About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  I  was  ordered  to  occupy 
and  hold  until  further  orders,  with  my  regiment,  a  ravine  in  a  skirt 
of  woods  on  the  left  of  Garnett's  house,  opposite  the  redoubts  and 
breastworks  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  we  had  crossed  the  ravine 
and  formed  line  of  battle,  v/o  were  ordered  to  advance  by  yourself  in 
person,  which  we  did,  and,  having  proceeded  thirty  or  forty  paces,  the 
order  was  countermanded.  We  were  then  ordered  by  you  to  hold  cmr 
position,  to  cover  the  return  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  Georgia  regi- 
ments, as  well  as  to  protect  the  pickets  from  our  own  brigade.  We 
remained  there  about  four  hours.  We,  lost  in  this  affair,  one  man 
mortally  wounded.  The  next  day,  29th  nltimo,  wc  advanced  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  enemy's  position,  but  found  that  they  had  abandoned 
It.     We  continued  the  puri3uit  of  the  retreating  enemy  during  the 
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29th.  On  Monday,  the  3()ili  ultimo,  we  were  ordered  to  reinforce 
General  Longstreet,  and  male  a  long  march  of  about  twenty  miles 
through  the  hot  sun.  Scver.al  of  my  men  were  overcome  by  the  heat 
and  fatigue  of  the  march.  We  arrived  upon  the  battle-field  of  that 
day  about  midnight,  and  slept  upon  the  fi'.'ld  inline  of  battle.  About 
four  o'clock,  A.  M  ;  1st  inst.,  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  forv\'ard  one  com- 
pany  as  skirmishers.  I  accordingly  deployed  Capt  E.  M.  Seayr's  com- 
pany (F)  as  skirmishers  in  a^lviiuce  of  the  regiment,  which  advanced 
in  connection  with  your  brigade  about  a  mile,  when  it  met  with  and 
intersected  the  skirmishers  of  General  Jackson's  corps.  From  this 
point,  finding  \\o  enemy  in  front,  we  were  ordered  back.  About  four, 
P,  M.,  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  upon  a  new  position  of  the  ene- 
my, into  the  v,oods,  until  we  were  stopped  by  the  first  Georgia  regu- 
lars  in  front.  We  then  moved  a  considerable  distance  by  the  right 
flank  and  again  formed  line  of  battle.  About  five,  P.  M.,  we  were 
ordered  forward.  We  advanced  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  the 
greater  part  of  the  distai^ce  through  an  open  field,  under  a  heavy, 
deadly  and  incessant  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  the  sh'ot,  grape, 
canister  and  balls  raining  around  us  like  hail.  When  within  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  batteries  wc  were  ordered  to  march  by 
the  left  flank,  across  a  fence,  to  the  left,  which  we  did,  and  then  ad- 
vanced in  line  of  battle  until  we  came  to  a  road  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  rather  to  their  right  flank.  We 
th'in  hak?d  and  kept  our  position  until  after  dark,  when  the  lieu- 
tenant colonel  of  my  regiment  came  to  me  twice  and  told  me  that  the 
enemy  were  flanking  us.  I  then  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall  back 
and  form  line  again.  But  there  was  such  confusion  at  that  time,  and 
it  was  so  dark,  that  it  was  impossible  to  form  line  ago.in  for  some 
time.  Our  loss  in  this  eng;igement  was  five  killed,  sixty-six  wounded, 
and  four  missing.  The  blcody  and  trying  scenes  of  these  recent 
actions  before  Richmond  have  served  to  confirm  the  high  opinion  I 
have  ever  entertained  of  the  patriotism,  courage  and  efficiency  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  my  command.  I  cannot  retrain,  also,  General, 
from  expressing  the  gratification  I  experienced  in  witnessing  the  effi- 
ciency and  gallantry  of  Captains  DulJose  and  Troup,  of  your  staff, 
and  of  Captain  Coward,  of  General  Jones'  staff. 

Pespectfully, 

J.  B.  CUMMING, 
Colonel  commanding  Twentieth  licgrmint  Georgia  Vohintcers. 
Official  : 

George  S.  Thomas,  Lieutenant^  Acting  Adjutant. 


REPORT    OF   CAPTAIN    DxiWSON    OF   BATTLE    OF  OAR- 

NETT'S  FARM. 

Bivouac  Eighth  Georgia  Regiment,       ) 
GarndVs  Farm,  July  28,  1862.  ] 

Lieutenant  0.  C.  Hardwick, 

A.  A.  G.,  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  A,  P.  : 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
"Dart  taken  by  the  eighth  regiment  Georgia  volunteers,  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  enemy : 

Ahout  the  hour  of  half-past  three  o'clock,  the  rt^giment  received 
orders  to  charge  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  opposite  Garcett'fe  farm,  at 
n  distance  of  half  a  mile  or  more.  The  regiment  moved  forward 
promptly  to  execute  said  orders,  companies  'A  and  B  being  deployed 
as  skirmishers.  The  charge  veas  made  with  great  celerity  and  perfect 
order,  and  so  rapid  was  the  advance  of  our  skirmishers,  that  many  of 
the  enemy's  pickets  were  killed  and  taken  prisoners  before  they  were 
Aware  of  our  presence.  Within  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the 
point  of  departure,  one  of  our  skirmishers  was  shot  down.  Moving 
steadily  onward,  ihe  fire  of  the  enemy  made  sad  havoc  in  the  ranks, 
advancing  some  distance  through  a  thick  wood,  about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  distant  from  its  skirts,  in  an  open  field,  the  enemy's 
breastworks  appeared  in  full  view.  In  the  charge  through  this  open 
space,  many  of  the  officers  and  men  were  killed  and  disabled.  We 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position,  which  was  main- 
tained with  great  spirit  and  determination  against  great  odds  until 
ordered  to  withdraw.     The  regiment  fell  back  in  good  order. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  :  Among 
the  officers.  Colonel  L.  M.  Lamar  was  seriously  wounded  ;  Lieuc. 
Col.  J.  B.  Towers  was  taken  prisoner;  Major  E.  J.  Magruder  was 
wounded  slightly ;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Montgomery,  company  E,  was 
killed  :  Lieutenant  C,  M.  Harper,  of  the  same  company,  was  taken 
prisoner;  Captain  A.  F.  Butler,  company  B,  was  wounded  danger- 
ously ;  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Williamson,  company  G,  was  wounded  se- 
riously, and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Blackwell,  company  I,  was  wounded 
slightly,  besides  twenty-three  enlisted  men  killed,  fifty-five  wounded, 
and  nine  missing. 

The  bearing  of  officers  and  men  on  the  field,  entitled  them  to  the 
commendations  of  their  superior  officers,  and  the  gratitude  of  their 
country. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  0.  DAWSON, 
Captain  Company  I,  commanding  8ih  Ga.  Regiment 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  DAWSON  OF  BATTLE  OF  JULY  1, 

1862. 

Headquarters  Eighth  Georgia  Regiment,  ) 
July,  2d,  1862.  \ 

C.  C.  Hardwick, 

Lieutenant  and  A.  A.  G  ,  Sd  Brigade,  \st  Division  : 

Lieutenant  :  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  eighth  regiment  Georgia 
volunteers,  in  the  battle  of  Tuesday,  July  1st: 

The  casualties  of  the  battle  of  2tith  June  having  devolved  upon 
me  the  command  of  the  regiment,  I  am  more  than  gratified  that  the 
conduct  and  bearing  of  officers  and  men  fell  under  your  immediate 
observation. 

From  the  moment  we  were  ordered  to  advance  upon  the  strong  posi- 
tions of  the  enemy,  posted  on  the  heights  of  Malvern  farm,  exposed 
for  the  space  of  four  hours  to  a  most  terrific  fire  of  artillery,  the 
spirit  and  determination  of  the  troops  seemed  to  gather  strength  as 
the  perils  of  the  battle  increased.  Several  of  the  regiment  were 
either  killed  or  wounded  at  a  distance  of  over  two  miles  from  the 
point  of  attack. 

When  the  last  order  to  charge  the  enemy's  position  was  given,  we 
moved  rapidly  forward,  through  an  almost  impassable  ravine,  of  thick 
undergrowth  and  wood,  to  ths  base  of  a  hill,  thirty  yards  distant 
from  an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  were  posted.  Here  my  regi- 
ment was  saluted  and  urged  forward  by  General  Magruder,  under 
the  eye  and  immediate  command  of  the  General.  Although  fatigued 
and  exhausted  from  a  continuous  march  of  two  days  and  nights  without 
sleep,  the  regiment  seemed  to  gather  fresh  strength.  Then  it  was  that 
we  made  the  dashing  charge  of  over  four  hundred  yards,  across  an 
open  field,  exposed  to  a  most  terrific  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery. 
Halting  at  the  base  of  the  hill  for  a  few  moments,  protected  par- 
tially from  the  fiie  of  the  enemy,  we  adjusted  our  line  of  battle,  pre- 
paratory for  another  charge.  Just  then.  Adjutant  Hardwick,  at  the 
peril  of  his  life,  came  boldly  forward,  and  gave  the  orderdcr  to  fall 
Dack.  Our  retrograde  movement  was  not  characterized  with  the  same 
order  as  our  advance,  the  regiment  falling  back  with  great  reluctance. 
Under  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  we  rallied,  to  the  point  designated 
by  the  adjutant,  in  good  order,  awaiting  further  orders. 

About  nine  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  repair  to  our  camps,  whicL 
we  did  in  good  order. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  brave  officers  and  men  who 
imperilled  their  lives  in  this  battle. 

The  regiment  lost  four  killed  and  eight  wounded,  all  among  the  en- 
listed men. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  0.  DAWSON, 
Captain  company  /,  commanding  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR,  McELROY.       • 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Miss(SSippi  Regiment,  ) 

July  5,  1862.      S 

Colonel  :  The  command  of  the  thirteenth  Mississippi  regiment 
having  devolved  upon  me  just  before  the  close  of  the  engagement  oa 
Tuesday  evening,  July  Sst,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  report  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  that  sanguinary  contest. 

At  six  and  a  half  o'clock,  P.  M.,  this  regiment,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter,  was,  under  your  own  supervision, 
formed  on  the  right  of  your  brigade,  and  advanced  to  within  some 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  strong  force  in 
front.  There  the  regiment  was  halted,  and  the  line  dressed,  and  I 
can  testify  that,  although  exposed  to  a  m.ost  withering  fire,  and  our 
men  falling  on  every  hand,  the  line  was  promptly  dressed,  without 
confusion,  and,  v/hen  the  command, /orward,  was  given,  advanced  in 
splendid  style,  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy.  Here  the 
regiment  was  again  halted  behind  the  brow  of  a  hill  and  ordered  to  fire. 
For  nearly  one  hour  we  held  this  advanced  position,  without  support 
on  either  flank  ;  and,  during  this  time,  I  am  proud  to  say,  the  men 
of  this  command  fought  with  a  determination  and  bravery  which 
successfully  held  in  check  a  largely  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  confronting  us.  Believing  this  position  longer  untenable,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  fall  back  just  at  dark,  to  our  former  position, 
two  hundred  yards  in  the  rear.  Being  present  yourself,  you  are 
aware  how  reluctantly,  yet  in  what  fine  order  this  command  was  obeyed. 
About  this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter  was  severely  Avounded  and 
taken  from  the  field.  Halting  the  regiment  under  the  cover  of  a  hill, 
where  they  were  in  a  measure  protected  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
the  line  was  reformed,  and  I  was  prepared  to  advance  w'th  a  force 
then  coming  up  on  my  left ;  their,  however',  having  m.isked  a  portion 
of  our  front  was  the  cause,  I  suppc  se,  of  the  order  then  received  to 
retire,  which  was  done  in  good  or'Jer, 

Where  all  did  their  dut^/^  so  well,  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  many 
weie  I  to  make  mention  of  the  many  examples  of  individual  heroism 
I  saw  displaced,  both  among  oflicers  and  men.  1  will,  therefore, 
simply  say,  that  both  company  officers  and  men  did  their  whole  duty, 
and  proved  themselves  worthy  the  name  of  Missi.-sippians. 
Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McELROY, 
Major ^  commanding  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 


HEPORT  OF   LIEUTENANT   COLONEL  FIZER, 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Volunteers,  } 

July  5,  1862.      \ 

Colonel  William  Barksdale, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 

Sir  :  I  have  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
the  seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment,  engaged  on  the  evening  of  July 
5,  1862,  near  Meadow  farm  : 

In  pursuance  of  orders,  the  regiment  was  mofed  down  on  the  right^ 
into  the  woods,  and  there  took  position,  and  awaited  orders.  During 
the  time  shot  and  shell  fell  amongst  my  wing  command,  proving  very 
destructive.  Two  orders  reached  the  command  to  move  out  in  support 
of  General  Wright's  brigade,  then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  which  was 
promptly  done,  and  executed  in  splendi.i  order,  and  without  the  least 
confusion. 

Colonel  W.  D.  Holder,  while  gallantly  leading  his  men  into 
action,  through  a  shower  of  grape  and  shell,  fell,  severely  wounded. 
Hence  the  command  devolved  upon  me — this  being  at  a  time 
when  the  command  was  fronting  a  line,  immediately  after  cross- 
ing a  very  difficult  ravine.  The  command  moved  and  dressed  to  the 
colors  promptly  and  in  order.  I  ordered  the  command  to  forward, 
which  they  did  without  wavering,  although  in  the  thickest  of  the  fire,  to 
the  brow  of  the  hill.  I  halted  my  command,  finding  my  front  masked 
by  several  regimtM)ts,  extending  from  nght  to  left.  At  this  point  I 
ordered  Captain  Govan,  commanding  company  B,  to  act  as  field 
officer,  and  assist  in  the  command  of  my  regiment,  which,  I  can  say, 
he  did  with  coolness  and  gallantry. 

From  this  point,  I  moved  my  line  to  the  right,  endeavoring  to  get 
a  chance  at  the  enemy  without  being  masked  by  firing  Finding  that 
impossible,  on  account  of  the  scattered  fragments  of  regiments,  I  ordered 
my  men  to  lie  down  for  protection  from  the  grnpe  and  canister,  which 
was  raking  the  field  in  front  and  the  air  above.  Night  coming  on, 
and  the  fire  of  small  arms  having  .ceased,  I  withdrew  my  command 
from  the  field,  in  rplcr.did  Ci'der,  aiiJ  CAco  \,-jJi  Jocose**,  »vuii  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade. 

I  must  further  state,  that  my  position  on  the  field  was  hazardous 

several  regiments  came  near  firing  into  my  rear.  I  exerted  myself 
to  prevent  difterent  regiments  from  firing  into  each  other,  which,  1 
am  sorry  to  say,  was  done  on  several  occasions;  but  by  none  of  this 
brigade. 

1  am  indebted  to  Captain  Moreland,  acting  major,  for  his  gallant 
and  valuable  assistance,  rendered  me  throughout  the  eng;igemont. 
I  take  plcisure  in  saying  that  Adjutant  Sykes  was  at  his  post, 
and  rendered  me  valuable  aBsistance.  I  cannot  close  without 
thanking  Assistant  Adjutant  General  Inge,  whom  I  found,  on  reach- 
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ing  the  field,  nobly  discharging  his  duty,  in  directicg  regiments  iwtc 
battle. 

I  am,  Colonel,  with  high  regard. 

Your  friend  and  o^^dieot  servant, 

JOHN  G,  FIZER, 
Lietitmant  Colonel  SeveaUmlh  Mississippi  Regiment. 


■■''  *  {■<-.'*-  * 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LUSB. 

In  thk  Fif.i.d,  July  5,  1862. 
Colonel  Wm.  Barksdale; 

Dear  Sir:  It  becomes  my  daty  to  report  to  you  the  action  of  the 
eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  in  the  er.gugement  of  July  1st,  near 
Chailes  City  road  : 

Upon  receiving  your  orders  to  do  eo,  the  regiuieut,  uniler  the  ccca- 
niand  of  Colonel  Thomas  M.  Griffin,  started  fiom  its  position  in  rear 
of  our  line  of  battle,  and  took  its  position  and  participated  in  the  en- 
gagement. Countermarching,  the  regiment  moved  by  the  right  flanlt 
60  as  to  receive  protection  of  natural  defences  against  the  enemy'fri 
batteries  to  our  front ;  but  was  all  the  while  exposed  to  a  heavy  and 
destructive  fire  from  his  batteries  on  the  right.  Just  before  reaching 
the  scene  of  action.  Colonel  GriflPm  fell  wounded  and  was  carried  froiri 
the  field.  On  reaching  the  foot  of  the  hill,  upon  whose  crest  rested- 
the  line  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment  was  thrown  into  line  While  this 
was  biing  done,  1  sent  l^ieutenant  Johnson  and  private  Edward  Drain- 
ing, of  company  C,  to  the  front  to  locate  the  enemy's  artillery  and 
infantry,  who  returned  and  reported  that  the  only  opening  to  be  seez 
long  enough  in  our  line,  at  that  time  engaged,  to  admit  of  our  enter- 
ing, was  about  two  hundred  jards  to  our  left.  I  accordingly  marchee 
the  regiment  to  the  left,  and  then  to  the  front,  rising  the  hill,  still 
partly  masked  by  the  regiment  on  my  right.  This  was  unniaeked  by  an 
oblique  movement  to  the  left,  which  being  accomplished,  I  moved  the 
regiment  forward  to  within  short  mark  range,  and  opened  on  his  bat- 
teries and  infantry.  This  position  I  occupied  until  twilight  began  to 
dim  the  fields,  when  Lieutenant  Buckles,  company  E,  informed  me 
that  all  support  had  been  withdrav/u  from  our  left,  which  I  saw  at  s 
glance  to  be  true.  This  unfortunate  circumstance  threw  a  moro 
destructive  fife  into  our  left  than  veterans  couM  be  justly  called  upon 
to  withstand  ;  but  officers  and  men  stood  firm  and  resolutely  returned 
the  enemy's  tire  from  ranks  now  reduced  by  more  than  one-third  of 
their  former  numbtr.  At  this  juncture,  the  satue  officer  reported  the 
enemy  moving  around  our  left  flank,  vvhert  upon  I  withdrew  the  regi- 
ment in  time,  forcing  a  retreat. 

Where  the  conduct  of  all  was  so  satisfactory,  it  is  difficult  to  identifj 
those  to  whom  it  is  the  credit  of  peculiar  gallantry  ;  but  I  ftel  it  my 
duty  to  put  upon  record  the  heroisio  of  some  who  displayed  conspic- 
uous gallantry.  To  Captain  E.  G.  Henry  on  the  right,  and  Captaic 
F.  Bosiiek,  on  the  lest  wing,  acting,  the  former  lieutenant  culonel,  tht 
latter  Major,  the  regigaent  is  indebted  for  much  of  the  order  anc 
Bteadineris  which  marked  their  action  in  this  engagement.  Each  fcl: 
mortally  wounded  at  his  post,  while  heroically  in  the  divschargo  of  tht 
roost  dangerous  and  responsible  duties. 

To  A.  A.  General  Inge,  of  Colonel  Barksdale's  staff,  I  vfon\d  cx- 
37 
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press  my  obligations  for  assistance  upon  the  field,  where  his  zeal,  skill 
%nd  bravery  inspired  all  who  beheld  him. 

Bo  numerous  were  the  instances  in  which  non-commissioned  officers 
a.nd  privates  in  the  ranks  distinguished  themselves,  that  it  vrould  be 
impossible  to  mention  all  in  a  report  like  this ;  but  some  there  were 
whom  the  accidents  of  the  battle  threw  under  my  immediate  observa- 
tion. Sergeant  Smith,  color-bearer,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise 
for  his  steadiness  during  the  fight,  and  considerate  coolness  after  being 
wounded  ;  Orderly  Sergeant  Goodloe,  company  C,  f^r  activity  and 
coolness  in  dressing  his  men  while  under  a  terrific  fire  ;  private  Cooper, 
company  F  ;  privates  George  Grease  and  C.  Brody,  company  D;  Cap- 
lain  Ilustin  and  private  Tyler,  company  I,  are  among  those  prominent 
for  gallantry  and  boldness. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  LUSE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  W.  M.  JONES. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Regiment  Georgia  Vols.,  ) 

July  .13,  1862.      \ 
Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson  : 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  an  order  from  headquarters  of  the  division 
respecting  those  of  my  command  who  distinguished  them^lves  in  the 
series  of  engagements  with  the  enemy  from  the  28th  ultimo  to  the 
2nd  instant,  I  have  only  to  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  L.  D. 
Cockrell,  who  has  been  acting  adjutant  for  the  regiment  during  the 
last  few  months : 

When  our  brigade  was  halted  (in  consequence  of  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Magruder)  in  the  ravine  near  the  field  of  action,  on  the  1st  in- 
stant, (five  o'clock,  P.  M..)  the  impression  was  prevalent  that  our 
brigade  would  not  be  called  into  action.  The  acting  adjutant  thought 
it  not  indiscreet  to  leave  the  regiment  and  go  into  the  battle  with  the 
eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment.  Below  is  a  note  sent  to  headquar- 
ters of  the  regiment,  the  following  morning. 

Headquarters  EuaixEENTH  Miss  Regiment. 
**  I  take  pleasure  in  certifying  that  L.  L».  Cockrell,  of  the  ninth 
Georgia  regiment,  requested  of  me  permission  to  accompany  my 
regiment  into  the  engagement  of  the  1  st  instant.  That  I  consented,  and  ■ 
requested  him  to  act  as  adjutant  for  thy  regiment  in  that  engagement, 
which  he  did,  and  that  his  conduct  on  that  occasion  is  deserving  of' 
the  highest  commendation. 

(Signed,)  "W.  H.  Luse, 

^*  Lieut.  Colonel,  commanding  Eighteenth  Miss.  Regiment." 

N.  B. — The  regiment,  as  we  presumed,  took  no  active  part  in  the- 
battle.  W.  M.  JONES, 

Major,  commanding  Ninth  Georgia  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  0.  F.  BROOKS. 

Jvly  5,  1863. 

Colonel  Wm.  Barksdale, 

Conimandivg  Tlmd  Brigade  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  twenty-first  Mis- 
sissippi regiment.  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  L.  Brandon  commanding, 
was,  on  the  Ist  instant^  ordered  to  proceed  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  — —  road.  After  advanc- 
ing within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  line  of  sharpshooters, 
we  formed  a  line  of  battle  on  a  hill  side  in  the  woods,  about  half  past 
four  o'clock.  In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  of 
shell  and  shot,  which  was  continued  for  the  space  of  two  hours, 
wounding  Major  D.  N.  Moody  and  killing  and  wounding  several 
others.  About  half  past  six  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  forward,  fol- 
lowing the  eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  right  in  front,  and  formed 
a  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  eighteenth,  *'on  the  right  by  file 
into  line,"  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  suf- 
fering severely  from  their  fire.  We  advanced,  in  line  of  battle,  till 
within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  battery,  and  finding  no 
support,  either  right  or  left,  were  ordered  to  retire,  which  we  did  in 
good  order,  losing  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  L,  Brandon,  (the  only  offi- 
cer,) being  wounded  by  a  grape-shot.  The  command  of  the  regiment 
then  devolved  upon  me.  Afcer  falling  back  partially  under  cover  of 
the  hill,  we  were  again  ordered  to  advance,  which  wss  done  immedi- 
ately and  continued  till  within  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  of  the  battery 
1  again  found  no  support,  either  right  or  left,  and  the  enemy,  with 
infantry  on  the  left  and  artillery  in  our  front,  were  pouring  a  de- 
structive fire  into  our  ranks,  of  grape-shot,  canister  and  small  arms. 
We  were  again  ordered  to  retire,  and  did  so  in  good  order,  and  left 
the  field  after  dark. 

Both  offieers  and  men  acted  gallantly  during  the  entire  engage- 
ment. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  C.  F.  BROOKS, 
Captain  commanding  2i)/A  Regiment   Miss,  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MILLIAN. 

Headq'bs  Fifteenth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 
Camp  Mcintosh,  July  26,  1862. 

Lieutenant  Robert  Grant, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General :  . 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  through  you,  to  the  Brigadier 
<yeneral  comraanding,  the  following  official  report  of  the  operations 
^;f  this  regiment  in  the  recent  actions  before  Richmond: 

On  the  26th  June,  the  regiment,  (Colonel  Wra.  M.  M'Intosh  in 
command,)  by  order  of  Brigadier  General  Toombs,  occupied  the  en- 
trenchments on  the  north  side  of  the  Nine-mile  road,  near  Price's 
house,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M,, 
of  the  27th  of  June,  when,  by  order  of  General  Toombs,  the  regi- 
ment moved  to  the  front  near  three-fourths  of  a  milo,  took  position  at 
the  edge  of  a  field  some  two  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  a  brick 
house,  known  as  James  Garnett's  house,  sent  two  companies,  Captain 
John  C.  Burch,  company  F,  and  Captain  Stephen  Z.  Heansberger, 
company  G,  as  skirmishers,  to  support  the  pickets  of  the  second 
Georgia,  and  "feci"  the  enemy.  In  a  few  minutes  the  firing  on  both 
sides  became  brisk.  Soon  the  enemy's  line  was  reinforced,  and  Gen- 
eral Toombs  ordered  Colonel  Mcintosh,  with  the  balance  of  this  com- 
mand, to  the  support  of  the  skirmishers.  "We  crossed  the  field  at 
double-quick,  under  a  most  galling  fire  from  the  opposite  side  of  a 
deep  ravine,  just  beyond  which  oiir  skirmishers  were  engaged,  crossed 
ihe  ravine  by  the  right  flank,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  and  moved 
rapidly  to  the  front.  The  engagement  now  became  general  and  in- 
tensely fierce  all  along  the  line  and  raged  till  after  dark,  when  the 
enemy  retired  and  the  firing  ceased.  Colonel  Mcintosh,  who  was  at 
the  front  and  on  the  most  exposed  partof  the  line,  gallantly  cheering 
the  men  on,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  early  in  the  engagement,  and  was 
bjrne  from  the  field.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  me,  as  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  and,  after  the  dead  and  wounded  (a  detailed  list  of 
which  has  already  been  furnished)  were  carried  from  the  field,  the 
regiment,  by  order  of  General  Toombs,  retired  to  the  rear,  and  rested 
till  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  then  moved  back  to 
the  same  point  where  the  previous  evening's  engagement  had  taken 
place,(to  the  support  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  Georgia  regiments.  The 
engagement  ended  with  but  few  casualties  in  this  regiment,  which 
have  also  been  reported  in  the  list  of  casualties  furnished.  We 
bivouacked  on  the  field,  and,  at  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  June  29th,  by 
order  of  General  Toombs,  formed  line  of  battle  with  the  entire  brig- 
ade, and,  at  an  early  hour,  entered  the  enemy's  works  without  much 
resistance,  and  moved  with  the  brigade  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating 
foe,  till  a  late  hour  at  night,  and  bivouacked  in  the  open  air.  Early 
next  morning,  June  30th,  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  reached 
the  battle-field  at  Frazier's  farm  about  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  re- 
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mained  on  the  field  till  dawn,  July  1st ;  then  advanced  in  lin©  of  bat- 
tle, Captain  George  A.  Pace,  company  B,  being  thrown  forward  ae 
Bkirmishers.  The  advance  continued  till  after  twelve  o'clock,  M.. 
when  I  became  completely  exhausted  from  fatigue,  loss  of  sleep  and 
physical  weakness,  (having  been  in  very  feeble  health  for  several 
weeks,)  and  was  com-pelled  to  leave  the  command  of  the  regiment  for 
a  short  time  to  Major  T,  J.  Smith,  (who  was  also  very  feeble  from 
illness,)  who  led  the  regiments  in  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hill. 
He  soon  became  exhausted,  and  was  borne  from  the  field.  Captain 
S.  Z.  Heansberger,  the  senior  captain,  assumed  the  command  till  the 
close  of  the  engagement. 

The  list  of  casualties  during  this  engagement  has  also   been   fur- 
nished. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  T.  MILLTAN, 
Cohnel  I5ih  Regiment  Georgia  VoluiUeers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NEFF. 

Headquarters  Thirty-Third  Virginia  Regiment,  > 

JuW  8th,  1862.  ) 


Captain  J.  F.  O'Brien, 

A.  A.  General,  Fnst  Brigade,  V.  D.  : 
Sir  •  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opora 
tions  of  the  regiment  under  ray  command  in  the  recent  engagements 
with  the  enemy  in  front  of  Richmond : 

The  report  must  necessarily  lack  clearness,  owing  to  ^be  fact  that 
the  -round  on  which  we  operated  was  entirely  unknown  to  u.a 
The?e  are  general  landmarks  or  starting  points  with  which  to  locate 
my  position,  yet  1  tru.^t  to  make  myself  tolerably  intelligible. 

Vc  had  been  halting  on  the  road  leading   along  in  rear  of  tl^^  en- 
emy's  right  flank,  until   late  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  27  ho 
June    when   the  brigade  was  again   put  in  motion  and  marched  on 
down' the  road  for,  perhaps,  two  miles,  when  the  regiments  were  coua^ 
termarched  a^-^  the  pieces  loaded.     Heavy  firing  was  heard  on  o«. 
JX    over  aline  extending  for  several  miles.     This  firing,  as  I  wa8 
Clom       was  fr:mle  divisions  of  Generals   Hill    Ewell  and  Long- 
8    eerwho  were  actively  engaging  the  enemy's  right  flank,  posted  on 
the  noVrh    side    of  the  Cbickahominy    river  and    occupying    Gaines 
farm      Our   brigade  was  immediately  in  rear  of  General  Lawton« 
br^ade   which  was  moving  along  very   slowly  in  the  road  already 
Sioned      Coming  to  the  end  of  the  woods  which  had  skirted  the 
?^a^l  for  a  lon^dis^tance,  we  filed  to  the  right,  the  twenty-seventh 
vTrtinaLadinc.   v,y  regiment  following  immediately  in  rear.     Afte. 
Tar^hinV  hrouShI  clovi-field,  by  a  small  white  bouse   in  the  edge 
^f  the  fif Id   we  turned  off  to  the  right,  the  men  leaving  their  blankets 
a     he  corner  of  a  narrow  lane,  which  we  now  entered    marching  d»^ 
.1     c     *u«  i^o+Hp  fipld      Our  nrotrress  being  no  longer  obstructea 
r  ,  Lt  t  our  front   we  pushed  rapidly  on  through  pine  thicket, 
a^dZmp«  for  .S;  half-mile,  until  we  reached  an  open  phut., 
tlfhTw^od  in  front,  beyond  ^hich  the  battle  seemed  to  be  ragmg. 

third  on  the  right,  but  «oon  moved  off  aga.n,  marchmg  by  the  flank, 

^Vt  mt^hld'in  in  This  „.an„er  aero,,  the.field  to  an  old  road  hav- 
in.  the  teleeraph  wires  extending  along  its  course.  Here  we  halteJ 
anfthebrS  formed  in  column  of  regiments,  th.rty-.h.rd  m  fronV 
Soon  after  and  near  sundown,  a  line  of  bottle  was  formed,  and  th. 
wh„"e  line  moved  forward  in  the  direction  of  the  firmg,  th.rty.thTd 
,h»liir  Marchine  on,  we  soon  entered  the  woods,  a  portion  of 
Thicb  :iiuine5  ^hick  nnde;growtb.     Tb«  firing  in  our  front  was  ver, 
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heavj  ;  shells  were  bursting  over  us,  and  ritie-balls,  pretty  well  spent^ 
were  also  falling  in  our  midst. 

After  entering  the  woods  some  forty  or  fifty  paces,  I  came  upon  a 
Georgia  regiment,  lying  in  the  woods,  and  passed  my  men  through 
in  rear,  where  we  lay  for  the  night,  throwing  out  pickets  on  our  front 
and  flanks. 

Soon  after  taking  thib  pogilion,  1  was  joined  by  a  portion  of  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Major  HoUaday,  which  had  become  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  in  the  swamp  as  already  mentioned. 
This  portion  of  the  regiment  had  advanced  further  to  our  right  than 
any  of  our  forces,  and  was  fiied  upon  by  a  New  York  regiment,  in- 
flicting a  loss  upon  us  of  one  man  killed  The  hostile  regiment  run- 
ning as  soon  as  it  fired,  no  opportunity  was  given  to  return  their  fire. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  one  killed  and  three  wounded ;  among 
the  vyfounded.  Lieutenant  Easiham,  company  I. 

Saturday,  28th,  remained  in  one  position  all  day,  men  being  em- 
ployed, a  portion  of  the  day,  in  gathering  arms  and  burying  the  dead 
of  friend  and  foe. 

Sunday,  29th,  marched  down  to  Grapevine  Bridge,  where  we  re- 
mained for  several  hours,  ar;d  then  retired  to  our  former  position. 

Monday,  30th,  were  aroused  at  half-past  two,  A.  M.  ;  got  under 
arms  and  took  up  the  line  cf  march  in  the  direction  of  Grapevine 
Bridge  ;  crossed  the  Chickahominy  and  marclied  to  the  York  River 
railroad  ;  marched  down  the  road  some  distance,  and  then  down  Avhat 
I  was  told  was  the  Williamsburg  road  ;  heard  heavy  firing  in  front  of 
U3,  but  did  not  get.  under  fi.re  a)!  day  ;  bivouacked  at  dark,  near 
White  Oak  Swamp.  ' 

Tuesday,  July  Jst,  marched  at  daylight;  crossed  the  swamp  and 
moved  on  in  the  direction  of  James  river.  Do  not  remember  what 
troops  were  immediately  in  our  front;  the  thirty-third  regiment 
marched  in  rear  of  the  brigixde.  About  eleven  o'clock  we  filed  into 
a  wood  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
ibe  thirty-third  on  the  extreme  left.  Remained  in  this  position  a 
considerable  time,  and  then  fell  back  a  short  distance,  to  get  out  of 
the  range  of  shells.  Here  we  remained  until  near  sundown,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  "  attention,"  faced  to  the  left  and  moved  down 
the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  the  thirty-third  leading.  As 
we  approached  the  scene  of  action,  found  the  firing  very  warm,  shot 
and  shell  flying  over  and  around  us.  We  again  filed  to  the  right  into 
the  woods,  through  which  we  soon  made  our  way,  entered  acorn-field 
and  inclined  to  the  left,  mai'ching  on  until  we  again  reached  the  main 
road.  On  the  road  we  halted  for  a  moment,  the  men  lying  down 
behind  a  fence  in  the  meantime,  which  afforded  a  partial  protection  ; 
Soon  moved  off  again;  .crossed  the  fence  to  our  left  and  marched  in 
an  oblique  direction,  through  a  thick  undergrowth,  across  a  swamp; 
<5lambered  up  a  steep  acclivity  on  the  opposite  side  ;  crossed  the  fence, 
ftnd  found  ourselves  on  the  field  of  baitle.  It  was  now  quite  dark, 
and  it  was  difficult  to  tcdl  where  were  our  friends  or  foes.  The  regi- 
ment was  put  in  line  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  men 
aheltering  themselves  behind  the  hill  as  much  as  possible,  while  they 
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delivered  a  prettj  warm  fire  upon  the  enemy.  We  wrere  for  some 
time  unsupported,  and  our  small  force  miist  certainly  have  been 
crushed  bj  the  superior  weight  of  the  enemy,  had  the3'  known  our 
numbers.  We  were  subsequently  joined  by  some  Louisiana  regi- 
ments and  General  Lawton'b  brigade.  Considerable  confusion  was 
tjreated  necessarily  in  the  swamp  and  bushes,  officers  and  men  becom- 
ing separated  and  regiments  more  or  less  intermingled.  Yet,  as  far 
as  my  observation  extended,  both  officers  and  men  behaved  well. 
Major  Holiday,  Adjutant  Walton,  Captain  Galliday,  and  Sergeaut- 
Major  Baldwin  were  particularly  brought  under  my'notice.  Captain 
Galliday  was  the  only  captain  in  the  regiment  on  the  occasion.  The 
firing  did  not  ceape  until  about  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  it  gradually 
died  away,  the  enemy  finally  withdrawing.  The  loss  of  the  regiment 
in  this  engagement  was  four  killed  and  tweuty-nine  wounded.  The 
strength  of  the  regiment,  as  ascertained  a  short  time  before  going 
into  the  engagement,  was  one  hundred,  and  thirty  rank  and  file. 

The  entire  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the   recent   engagements  before 
Richmond  is  five  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  NEFF, 
Cvlonei  Thiftij-thfrd    Virginia  Infantry. 


RFPORT    OF    OAPTAlN    VERMILLION/ OF    THE    FORTY- 
EIGHTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS. 

Gamp  Near  Liberty  Mills,  Tuesday,  July  22,  1862. 

The  re<rimsnt  was  first  ordered  to  the  scene  of  action  Friday,  the 
27th  ultimo  Marched  in  line  of  battle  where  the  enemy  made  hie 
firet  stand  ^hen  the  brigade  was  halted,  and  lay  in  line  of  battle  tilj 
rnornin-  '  In  our  advance  to  this  point,  four  men  were  woundea 
(s^i^Thtly)  in  the  regiment.  The  command  remained  near  this  held 
tiilMonday  morning,  when  it  again  took  up  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy- 
camping  Monday  night  near  White  Oak  Station.  Tuesday,  the  regi- 
ment to<^cth-r  ^ith  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  formed  a  supporting 
line  in  rear  of  the  first  brigade,  and  thus  spent  most  of  the  day  near 
the  battle-field.  About  dark,  it  was  ordered  to  the  field,  where  it 
Bpent  the  night.  The  enemy's  bombs  were  a  great  annoyance  this  day, 
and  wounded  (slightly)  one  captain  and  two  privates  in  the  regiment. 
These  are  the  positions  taken   by  the  forty-eighth  regiment  in  the 

haftlpo  in  front  of  Richmond, 

fcattiee  .n  iiont  ^^^^  ^^   VERMILLION, 

Captain,  commandiiig  Forty-Eighth  Regiment  Virginia  Vols. 


CAPTAIN    MOSELY'S    REPORT    OF  THE    TWENTY-FIRST 
VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 

Camp  Near  Gokdonsville.,  /«('/  24,  1862. 

R.  N.  Wilson, 

A.  A.  General  Second  Brigade,  V.  D.: 

The  above-named  regiment,  umkr  the  command  of  Major  Mosely , 
was  held  in  reserve  the  most  of  the  27th  of  Juno,  and  about  sunset 
was  ordered  to  advance.  When  it  arrived  at  Cold  Harbor,  it  spent 
the  night  on  its  arms.  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  28th  and  29th. 
it  spent  near  Cold  Harbor,  in  a  state  of  inactivity.  On  Monday,  the 
30th,  it  crossed  over  the  Chickahominy,  and  spent  the  night  in  the 
neighborhood  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  in  camp.  Tuesday,  1st  July,  it 
spent  mostly  on  the  road,  thence  to  Malvern  Hill,  and  ut  sunset,  it 
formed  the  lino  of  battle  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  near 
the  last  named  place,  where  it  remained,  under  a  heavy  shelling,  until 
dark,  when  it  moved  by  its  left  flank,  and  spent  the  night  on  the 
roadside,  just  in  front  of  Malvern  Hili,  on  its  arms.  The  next  day, 
July  2d,  spent  in  camp,  at  Low  Swamp  Church  ;  and  on  Thursday, 
the  3d,  it  retraced  its  footsteps,  and  camped  near  White  Oak  Swamp 
that  night.  Friday,  the  4th,  it  was  ordered  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Westover,  where  it  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  all  the  rest  of  the 
day  and  took  up  camp  in  the  woods  on  its  left,  where  it  remained 
till  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  7th,  when  it  moved  forward  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  spent  the  day  in  line  of  battle,  on  picket. 
That  evening  it  fell  hack  several  miles,  and  camped  for  the  night. 
Tuesflay,  the  8th,  it  marched  to  a  piece  of  woods  several  miles  west 
of  White  Oak  Swamp,  at  which  place  it  staid  one  day,  and  then 
directed  itself  towards  Richmond,  at  which  place  it  arrived  lOth  July. 

WM.  P.  MOSELY, 
Captain  y  commanding  Twenty -First  Virginia  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BAYLOR. 


Headquarters  Fjfth  Regiment  Virginia  Infantry,  > 

July  9,  1862.  S 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  afternoon  of  Fri- 
day the  27th  ultimo,  iu  obedience  to  orders  of  Brigadier  General 
Winder,  I  prepared  my  regiment  for  immediate  action. 

It  was  marching  left  in  liont,  and,  in  the  rapid  movement  forward, 
was  partly  cut  in  two  by  the  second  brigade,  w^hich  created  some  con- 
fusion in  the  right  companies,  and  resulted  in  depriving  me  of  some 
of  my  best  men,  who  in  the  confusion  and  rapid  movements,  lost  their 
way  and  were  unable  to  join  me  during  the  battle.  I  am  happy,  how- 
over,- to  state  that  some  of  those  who,  were  thus  cut  off,  joined  them- 
Belves  to  other  regiments  and  no  doubt  did  their  duty  as  soldiers  of  the 
lirst  brigade. 

Ou  arriving  at  vt  near  the  "  tavern,"  I,  with  the  second  Virginia, 
was  ordered  to  support  several  batteries  that  were  being  placed  in 
povsition  just  to  the  front  of  it,  which  order  1  promptly  executed,  mov- 
ing my  regiment  to  the  support  of  the  left  battery,  leaving  the  right 
for  the  second  regiment."  This  disposition  had  harrdly  been  made 
before  the  news  camo*'(  I  don't  no  how)  "  they  are  driving  our  men 
back  ;^'  and  now  Brigadier  General  Winder  ordered  the  brigade  for- 
ward, then  placing  ray  regiment  on  the  left  and  the  second  regiment 
immediately  on  its  right,  the  movement  was  made  at  a  rapid  pace 
through  swamps  and  bogs  and  thick  undergrowth  which  made  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  keep  the-  proper  alignment.  From  the  moment 
of  my  being  placed  in  position  to  support  the  battery,  the  shells  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  fell  around  us  thick  and  fast,  and  yet  my  men, 
like  veterans,  pressed  on  to  the  front  with  a  spirit  and  determinatijn 
which  afterwards  contributed  to  the  complete  success  of  our  General's 
undertaking.  After  emerging  from  the  wood=i,  there  was  an  open  and 
almost  naked  field,  ascending  by  a  regular  inclined  plain  for  almost 
one  thousand  yards  to  the  top  of  McGee's  hill,  on  which  the  enemy 
was  posted  in  strong  force,  both  of  artillery  and  infantry.  Being 
ordered  to  charge,  in  connection  with  the  entire  brigade,  and  to  keep 
ray  right  resting  upon  the  left  of  the  second  regiment,  J  found  great 
difficulty  in  doing  so  from  the  constant  obliquing  of  the  brigade  to 
the  right.  It  was  now  dusk,  and  I  could  hardly  see  the  left  of  the 
second  ;  but  I  urged  my  men  forward,  being  guided  by  the  cheering 
more  than  by  the  sight  of  that  regiment. 

The  charge  was  executed  in  gallant  style  and  at  a  double  quick, 
until  I  arrived  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  top  of  tho 
bill,  when  I  ordered  a  halt,  seeing  that  the  second  regiment  had  halted, 
closed  up  the  regiment,  and  opened  a  fire  upon  the  enemy.  By  this 
time  I  found  that  my  regiment  had  become  separated  a  considerable 
distance  irom  the  second  regiment,  and  discovered  a  regiment  lying 
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down  between  the  two,  somewhat  to  the  rear.  My  right  had  run  over 
part  of  this  regiment  in  the  charge,  and  I  am  informed  that  previously 
my  left  had  done  the  same  thing  jor  another  regiment  which  was  lying 
down  and  in  its  way.  Whilst  my  regiment  was  engaged  in  action  to 
the  front,  I  ascertained  that  the  regiment  lying  down'  between  mine 
and  the  second  regiment,  was  the  tbirty-eightirGeorgia.  Upon  asking 
for  its  colonel,  I  was  informed  that  all  of  its  field  officers  were  wounded 
and  that  Captain  Lawton,  A.  A.  General  and  chief  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Lawton's  staff,  was  controlling  it.  He  replied  that  it  had  no  am- 
munition. I  enquired  if  he  had  bayonets,  and  whether  he  would  fill 
up  the  space  between  me  and  the  second  regiment  in  the  charge.  He 
replied  that  he  would,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  Mtating  that,  u'pon  my 
giving  the  order  to  charge,  he  moved  up  ia-  fine  style,  and  assisted  in 
holding  the  hill  during  the  night. 

The  whole  line  in  this  last  and  successful  charge  obliqued  to  the 
right,  and  the  right  of  my  regiment  obliqued  the  road  in  which  it  cap- 
turned  two  Parrott  pieces  in  battery,  which,  from  their  heated  condi. 
tion,  had  evidently  been  used  very  freely  and  with  terrible  effect  upon 
our  forces.  The  enemy  retired  slowly,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  know)- 
edge,  did  not  abandon  the  pieces  and  their  position  until  our' line  had 
approached  to  within  seventy-five  yards  of  his 

Not  shopping  at   the  top'  of  tlie   hill,  I    moved  forward  to  a  fence 
some  fifty  yards  to  the  front  and  placed  the  regiment  behind  it,  nearly 
in  line  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade      Whilst    there,    a  battery  of 
ours,  on  our  left,  fired  a  discharge'  of  canister,    which    enfiladed  mv 
entire  line,  but  providentially  hurt  no   one.     1  speak  it   to  the  praise 
of  my  regiment,  that  whilst    this    discharge    cut  all    around  them,  it 
showed  no  Bj'ni-]:)toras  of  alarm,  but    remained    steady  and   firm  until 
one  of  the  privates  gave  notice   to  the  battery  thatwe  were  friend?. 
Under  orders,  I  afterwards  moved  further  forward,  and  subsequently 
withdrew  with  the  whole  line  to    the    top   of  the   hill   and  threw  out 
pickets  some  distance  to  the  front.      I  immediately  called  for  company 
L  to  man  the  two  pieces  captured,  but  ascertained  that  Captain  Burk© 
and  First  Lieutenant  Swope,  and   nine  men    were  wounded — leaviro- 
only  one  officer  and  nine  men  unhurt.  I  ordered  him  to  take  command 
of  one  of  the  pieces  and  load  it  with  canister,  but  he  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  had  used  every  charge  but  two,  one  of  which  was  found  in 
the  limber  box,  the  other  reversed  in   one  of  the  guns      I  reported 
thesefacts  to  General  Winder.     My  men  got  but  little  repose,  as  we 
had  every  reason   to  believe  that  the    enemy  intended  to  attack  u8 
during  the  night.     J  found  several    wounded  North    Carolinans  near 
the  top  of  the  hill,  from  which  I    inferred  that    the   hill   had  been  in 
our  possession  and  retaken  by  the  enemy  prior  to  our  coming  forward. 
I  afterwards  ascertained  that  my  inference    was    correct.     I  sent  out 
details,  as  early  as  practicable,  to  take  care  of  my  wounded  and  to  burv 
the  dead. 

I  cannot  undertake  to  mention  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers.  AIJ 
did  their  duty.  Captain  Wm.  H.  Randolph  was  killed  by  my  side, 
urging  his  men  on  to  the  charge.  A  braver  officer  never  poured  out 
his  blood  for  his  country.     Captain  Fletcher  and  Captain  Burke  were 
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wounded  and  disabled  whilst  in  the  fearless  discharge  of  their  duty. 
Lieutenant  Swope,  Lieutenant  Rieser,  and  Lieutenant  Brown,  and 
others,  were  also  wounded  in  the  midst  of  the  fight,  whilst  the  oflS- 
cers  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  unhurt,  did  everything  that 
brave  men  could  do  and  were  foremost  in  the  strife.  Lieutenant 
McRamey,  after  fighting  bravely  through  the  battle,  was  wounded  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  a  musket.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Funk 
again  proved  himself  efficient,  cool,  and  brave,  doing  all  that  an  offi- 
cer could  do  ttwards  the  achievement  which  blessed  our  brigade  with 
a  glorious  triumph.  Captain  Roberts,  acting  major,  managed  the 
left  of  the  regiment  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  and  behaved  with 
intrepidity  and  daring  throughout  the  entire  engagement.  Whilst  I 
feel  unable  to  do  justice  to  the  officers,  I  find  it  impossible  to  give 
too  much  praise  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  who, 
without  the  hope  of  praise  or  the  incentives  of  promotion  behaved 
iike  heroes  under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  Their  reward  will, 
I  trust,  soon  be  realized  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  liberty  for 
which  they  have  so  cheerfully  and  nobly  struggled.  I  feel  it  but 
right  to  mention  Mr.  S.  H.  Bell  and  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Hunter,  citizens  of 
Augusta  county,  for  their  prompt  and  humane  efforts  in  attending  to 
and  removing  the  wounded  and  burying  the  dead.  The  list  of  casual- 
ties hereto  appended,  is,  thanks  to  a  protecting  Providence,  small 
owing  to  the  interposition  of  the  darkness  of  night  and  the  over- 
shooting of  the  enemy. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  day  of  July,  by  order  of  General  Winder,  I 
had  placed  my  regiment  in  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  battle-field,  I 
had  scarcely  gotten  into  position  before  a  Parrott  shell  wounded  Cap- 
tain Fletcher.  This  gallant  young  officer  had,  on  so  many  occasions, 
proved  himself  so  brave  as  to  be  the  idol  of  his  company,  and  of  the 
entire  regiment.  His  last  words  on  the  field  were  words  of  encour- 
agement to  his  men.  General  Winder  ordered  me  to  move  back  some 
distance  and  out  of  the  range  of  the  guns.  1  had  hardly  executed  the 
order  before  another  shell  exploded  in  the  line,  killing  on3  and 
wounding  four  privates.  The  brigade  was  then  moved  still  further 
back.  1  obtained  permission  of  General  Winder  to  gb  to  the  rear  to 
look  after  my  wounded,  and  whilst  there  was  informed  that  the  brig- 
ade was  moving  to  the  front.  With  difficulty  I  reached  the  head  of 
my  regiment,  just  as  it  filed  to  the  right  into  the  woods.  The  blocked 
^p  condition  ot  the  roads  compelled  the  regiment  to  move  in  si-  gle 
file,  whicli  s";nr«'red  it  very  much.  Having  received  no  orders,  I 
followed  the  regiment  across  a  corn-field,  until  I  arrived  at  a  wood 
and  found  it  posted  in  a  ravine,  which  seemed  to  be  providentially 
placed  in  our  way  as  a  breastwork  against  the  terrific  shower  of 
shell  and  grape.  I  soon  after  met  Colonel  Botts,  who  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  lost  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  After  re- 
maining in  this  perilous  situation,  in  which  our  men  were  unable  to 
do  any  good,  and  were  in  very  great  danger,  and  finding  it  impossible 
to  join  the  Mist  of  the  brigade,  Colonel  Botts  and  I,  on  consultation, 
determined  (o  fall  back  to  the  road,  which  wc  succeeded  in  doing,  with 
but  a  few  wounded.     I  gathered  the  scattered  men  of  the  brigade, 
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Mbisted  by  Colonel  Botts,  and  moved  along  the  road  until  I  received 
orders  to  halt  and  rest.  It  is  a  great  source  of  regret  to  mo  and  my 
regiment  that  we  were  unable  to  be  with  our  old  companions  and 
where  we  could  have  rendered  them  some  assistance.  As  it  was,  w» 
were  almost  as  much  exposed. 

A  list  of  the  casualties  of  this  day  is  also  appended. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  H.  BAYLOR, 
Colond  Fifth  Virginia  Infantry  ^ 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  H.  P.  JONES. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Battalion,      > 
Near  Redoubt  S,  July  15.  1862.  t 

O&ptain  A.  D.  Pendleton, 

A.  A.  General,  Reserve  Artillery  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  battalion  of  the  Reserve  Artillery,  in  the  late  engage- 
ments before  Richmond  : 

Having  been  assigned,  with  the  batteries  of  Captains  Rhett, 
Clark,  and  Peyton  (that  of  the  latter  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Fry  in  the  absence  of  the  captain  who  is  sick,)  to  act  as  reserve  to 
General  D.  H.  HilFs  divivion,  we  left  our  camp  on  the  Williamsburg 
road  on  the  night  of  WedneS'lay  25th  ultimo,  with  the  other  batteries 
of  the  division,  marching  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville. 

Captain  Rhett  had  previously  been  ordered  to  report  for  duty  with 
General  Ripley's  brigade,  and  with  it  about  four,  P,  M.,  of  Thursday, 
crossed  the  Chickahominy  in  advance  of  other  troops  of  the  division. 
He  experienced  some  difficulty  in  crossing,  on  account  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  bridges  over  the  stream  by  the  enemy.  He  succeeded, 
with  the  help  of  the  pioneer  corps,  in  rendering  the  bridge  passable, 
and  crossed  with  his  battery  a.nd  engaged,  in  a  very  spirited  manner, 
the  enemy's  batteries,  which  he  continued  to  do,  changing  his  posi- 
tion whenever  he  found  that  the  enemy  had  his  range,  until  ordered 
to  cease  firing,  about  nine  P.  M.  In  this  engagement  he  suffered 
from  a  cross  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  had  eleven  men  and  six  horses 
wounded.  As  soon  as  the  passage  was  opened,  1  crossed  with  the  two 
remaining  batteries,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Mechanics- 
ville. 

The  next  morning,  we  were  awakened  by  a  few  shots  of  the  enemy, 
which  passed  over  us  without  doing  any  damage.  Receiving  an  order 
to  carry  a  battery  to  the  top  of  the  hill  in  rear,  and  protected  by  one 
of  the  enemy's  redoubts,  I  ordered  Captain  Clark  to  this  position. 
Here,  with  other  batteries  of  the  division,  he  fired  several  rounds  at 
the  earthworks  of  the  enemy,  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  ravine  in  front 
of  us,  but  received  no  reply.  The  division  then  took  up  the  line  of 
march,  with  the  reserve  batteries  in  the  rear.  The  line  was  halted  at 
Cold  Harbor,  and  Captain  Rhett's  battery  was  ordered  to  the  front  to 
support  Captain  Bondurant's  battery,  which  was  actively  engaged 
with  a  battery  of  the  enemy.  I  also  ordered  Captain  Clark  and  Lieu- 
tenant Fry  to  bring  their  batteries  up  in  easy  supporting  distance, 
sheltering  them  as  much  as  possible  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which 
enfiladed  the  road,  by  placing  them  in  a  ravine  to  the  left  of  the  road. 
Subsequently,  I  ordered  the  two  reserve  batteries  on  the  right  of  the 
line,  Captain  Rhett  retaining  his  position,  but,  by  a  new  disposition 
of  the  forces,  being  on  the  left.     This  new  disposition  of  the  line  en- 
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abled  the  batteries  to  open  on  the  enemy,  which  they  could  not  do  be- 
fore, owing  to  our  troops  being  between  the  enemy's  and  our  batte- 
ries. Captain  Clark  and  Lieutenant  Fry  were  still  held  in  reserve  to 
(Bopport  the  attack  of  the  infantry,  and  here  they  were  exposed  to  an 
annoying  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery,  which  was  to  our  left  ;ind  front. 
Captain  Rhett's,  with  other  batteries  of  the  division  engaged  the  en- 
emy's battery  and  soon  succeeded  in  silencing  it.  In  this  he  had  two 
men  and  one  horse  killed  and  three  wounded.  We  again  bivouacked 
for  the  night  in  the  position  we  had  fought  in. 

At  three,  A.  M.,  of  Saturday,  we  were  ordered  to  move  forward  to 
a  position  at  Dr.  Gaines'  house,  where  we  remained,  expecting  the 
enemy's  batteries  to  open  upon  us  until  twelve  M.,  when  we  went  for- 
ward and  took  position  on  the  hi'.l  overlooking  tho  approach  to  Grape- 
vine Bridge.  Here  we  remained  until  two,  A.  M  ,  Monday  morn- 
ing, when  we  commenced  to  cross  the  stream — the  bridge  over  which 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  had  to  be  reconstructed  by  our 
men. 

We  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  until  about  twelve  or  one 
o'clock  in  the  day,  when  we  came  up  with  him  at  White  O.ik  Swamp. 
Here  he  occupied  a  position  on  the  hill  oposite,  with  twelve  pieces 
in  eight. 

All  the  batteries  of  the  division  were  ordered  to  tho  front,  and  en- 
gaged the  enemy,  forcing  him  to  change  his  position  in  a  very  short 
time,  which  he  did,  leaving  three  of  his  guns  disabled  on  the  field. 
Taking  up  a  position  to  the  right  of  his  formerone,  and  having  other 
batteries  there,  he  again  opened  on  us,  and  tho  firing  continued  ob- 
stinately, with  slight  intermissions,  until  night. 

In  this  position,  the  batteries  of  my  battalion  were  more  exposed, 
on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  consequently  suffered 
more  th;ui  others.  I  should  mention  that  Colonel  Cnitchfield  was  in 
command  on  this  occasion. 

Captain  Rhctt  lost  two  men  killed  and  two  wounded  ;  also  one 
horse  killed  and  two  wounded.  li»  the  three  engagements,  he  ex- 
pended thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  roundti, 

Captain  Clark  lost  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded;  two  wheels 
▼ere  seriously  damaged. 

Captain  Clark,  at  Mechanicsville  and  White  Oak  Swamp,  expended 
throe  hundred  and  ninety-two  rounds. 

Lieutenant  Fry  had  two  men  wounded  and  three  horses  killed,  and 
fired  three  hundred  and  ninety  rounds  of  ammuui.ion 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  1st  instant,  wo  were  ordered  back  to 
Seven  Pinee  to  refit,  where  we  remained  until  Thursday,  the  3d, 
^hen  we  again  joined  the  division  below  White  Oik  Swamp,  aiid  re- 
turned with  it  to  our  camp  on  the  Williamsburg  road  on  Thursday, 
ilOth  instant. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  report  that  Captain  Rhett's  battery  was  in 
three  engagements,  and  the  other  two,  although  lu  hut  one,  were  still 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  on  another  occa>itu 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  of  both  officers 
and  men  of  the  battalion,  not  only  their  gallantry  in  the  fiold,  but 
38 
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the  cheerful  spirit  with  which  they  endured  the  hardships  of  the  event- 
ful war.  As  a  proof  of  the  heroic  and  dutiful  spirit  of  the  men  I 
cite,  with  pride,  the  fact,  during  the  whole  time,  there  waa  not  a  single 
straggler  from  the  ranks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,      , 
H.  P.  JONES, 
Major f  commanding  Battalion. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  HENRY  LAW. 

Camp  Near  Liberty  Mills,  Virginia,  ) 
July  23,  1862.      \ 

R.  N.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General : 

Sir  :  Tn  obedience  to  orders,  and  in  absence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Wm.  Martin,  who  was  in  command  of  the  rep'iment  at  that  time,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  forty-second  regiment 
Virginia  volunteers,  in  the  recent  battles  in  front  of  Richmond,  com- 
mencing the  26th  June.  Early  on  Friday  morning,  tlie  27th,  heavy 
firing  was  beard  in  front,  which  gradually  receded  down  the  Chicka- 
hominy  river,  on  the  north  side,  until  late  in  the  evening.  The  sec- 
ond brigade,  to  which  this  regiment  is  attached,  was  in  the  rear,  and 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  was  ordered  up. 
After  being  marched  some  two  miles  very  rapidly,  it  came  up  where 
the  battle  seemed  to  be  raging  rhe  fiercest.  The  regiment  was  imme- 
diately formed  in  line  of  battle  and  marched  across  a  field  en  the 
right,  which  was  done  in  good  order.  Just  as  the  regiment  came  up, 
the  enemy,  which  was  occupying  a  strong  position  in  a  piece  of 
woods,  immediately  in  our  front,  gave  way,  leaving  many  dead  and 
■wounded  on  the  field  and  in  the  woods.  The  regiment  was  then 
marched  across  the  woods,  and,  in  its  march,  captured  thirty  or  forty 
prisoners,  mostly  unhurt,  who  had  secreted  themselves  in  the  thick 
brush  and  felled  timber.  The  regiment  was  then  halted  in  line  of 
battle  and  laid  upon  its  arms  during  the  night  on  the  battle-field. 
None  of  the  regiment  were  hurt. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  28th,  the  regiment  was  marched  down 
the  road,  passing  Camp  Lincoln,  and  was  advanced  towards  the  bridge 
crossing  Chickahominy  river.  The  regiment  was  again  ordered  back, 
and  ordered  to  the  forks  of  the  road  at  a  mill  to  the  left  of  Chicka- 
hominy bridge,  where  the  regiment  remained  during  the  day,  and 
captured  three  prisoners,  one  of  which  was  wounded.  At  night  the. 
regiment  was  marched  back  to  camp;  and  again,  on  the  29th,  re- 
turned to  the  same  post,  where  it  remained  until  about  noon,  when  it 
was  ordered  across  the  Chickahominy  river,  crossing  the  bridge  and 
taking  the  road  by  the  way  of  Savages'  Station.  Nothing  worthy  of 
note  occurred  until  Tuesday  evening,  July  1st,  when  heavy  firing 
was  again  heard  immediately  in  front,  when  the  regiraont,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  was  ordered  up  and 
took  position  in  the  woods,  near  Malvern  IIill,  where  numerous,  shell 
were  thrown  by  the  enemy,  but  did  the  regiment  no  damage.  After 
remaining  at  this  point  some  time,  the  regiment  was  ordered  along 
the  road,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  battle,  but  before  it  reached  the 
field  the  battle  had  nearly  ceased,  when  it  was  ordered  to  hold  the 
field,  in  conjunction  with  other  regiments,  which  it  did,  lying  on  its 
'arms  during  the  night. 
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The  next  morning,  the  regiment  was  ordered  back  to  camp,  near  a 
:;hurch.     After  this,  nothing  worthy  of  special  note  occurred. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  LAW, 
Alajor  commandwg  regiment. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LEIGH  OF  FIRST  VIRGINIA  BAT- 
TALION. 

Headq'rs  First  Virginia  Battalion,  P.  A.,  C.  S.,  ) 
Camp  near  Liberty  MillSy  July  22,  1862.      ) 
Captain  R.  N.  Wilson, 

A.  A.  General,  Second  Brigade,  V.  D. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  an  ord^r  to  that  effect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  battalion  ia 
the  recent  operations  near  Richmond  : 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  27th  of  June,  the  battalion  was  en- 
camped along  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  at  a  point  on  the  Meadow 
Bridge  road,  in  Hanover  county,  about  twelve  miles  from  Richmond. 
About  sunrise  we  were  aroused  by  the  sound  of  cannon  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Cold  Harbor,  and  immediately  marched  towards  it.  After 
numerous  and  long  halts,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field, 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  wore  ordered  forward  into  ac- 
tion. As  the  brigade  hastened  onward.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunning- 
ham, who  was  then  in  command  of  it,  ordered  it  to  move  forward  at 
double-quick  time.  But  this  order  was  not  communicated  to  mo,  and 
as  the  battalion  was  in  rear  of  the  brigade,  and  the  route  lay  across 
several  marshy  streams  and  through  a  body  of  woods,  I  did  not  per- 
ceive that  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  rapidly  separating  itself  from 
us.  On  emerging  from  the  woods,  I  was,  therefore,  surprised  to  find 
that  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  out  of  sight.  At  this  juncture,  an 
orderly,  Mr.  Price,  came  with  orders  to  guicte  us  to  the  brigade ;  but 
it  had  moved  so  rapidly  that  he  was  himself  unable  to  find  it.  Send- 
ing Mr.  Price  to  seek  for  the  brigade,  I  continued  to  lead  the  battal- 
ion forward,  and,  after  proceeding  a  short  distance,  met  Mr.  Samuel 
D.  Mitchell,  who  was  then  acting  as  aid-de-camp  to  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Winder,  and  had  orders  to  conduct  the  brigade  to  a  position  in 
rear  of  that  occupied  by  the  first  brigade.  Mr.  Mitchell  went  on  in 
search  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  and  I  thought  it  best  to 
carry  the  battalion  at  once  to  the  position  assigned  to  the  brigade. 

Upon  our  coming  up  to  the  first  brigade.  General  Winder  ordered, 
me  to  form  the  battalion  in  line  of  battle  a  few  paces  in  rear  of  the 
first  brigade.  We  remained^there,  under  quite  a  pevere  artillery  fire, 
until  about  half-^past  seven  o'clock,  when  General  Winder  ordered  the 
first  brigade,  the  battalion,  and  several  other  regiments,  to  form  iu' 
line  of  battle  and  move  forward  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front  of  us. 
The  battalion  occupied  the  centre  of  the  line.  We  advanced  in  this 
manner  across  one  or  two  small  swamps,  through  some  wooded  land, 
and  over  some  open  fields,  driving  the  enemy  before  us  from  one  posi- 
tion to  another,  until  we  approached  a  body  of  woods  beyond  the 
house  subsequently  occupied  by  General  Winder  as  his  headquarters. 
By  this  time  it  had  become  quite  dark,  and  for  this  reason,  I  presume, 
General  Winder  ordered  us  to  halt. 

We  shortly  afterwards  retired  to  a  position  in  front  of  the  house 
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I'ust  mentioned.  We  lay  there  upon  our  arms  all  night,  in  the  midst 
of  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded.  During  the  charge,  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  was,  at  times,  quite  severe  ;  and,  at  one  point,  three  of 
the  men  in  the  battalion  were  wounded  within  a  few  moments  of  each 
other.  They  were :  First  Sergeant  Everett  and  fourth  Sergeant 
McFarland,  of  company  A,  and  private  Lewis  Beckman,  of  company 
C.  Sergeant  Everett  was  shot  through  the  bladder,  and  has  since 
died.  He  was  an  old  soldier,  although  not  an  old  man,  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  his  duties,  and  uniformly  diligent  in  the  discharge  of 
them,  I  believe  he  has  left  no  braver  and  no  better  soldier  behind 
him.     His  loss  is  irreparable  to  his  company. 

On  Saturday,  the  28th  of  June,  the  battalion  rejoined  the  brigade, 
and  remained  with  it  at  Cold  Harbor  all  day. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th  of  June,  Brigadier  General  Jones  assumed 
the  command  of  the  brigade.  We  marched  to  the  bridge  across  the 
Chickahominy,  but  it  was  not  in  a  condition  to  enable  us  to  pass,  and 
we  returned  to  our  camping  ground  of  the  previous  day. 

On  Monday,  the  3(lth  of  June,  the  brigade  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy, and  proceeded  to  a  point  near  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  in 
Henrico  county,  where  it  halted  for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  July,  the  brigade  crossed  the  White  Oak 
Swamp  and  proceeded  towards  Malvern  Hill.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  day,  a  heavy  cannonade  to  the  front  announced  to  us  the  conflict 
which  was  then  in  progress,  A  little  after  five  o'clock  we  were 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  about  one  hundred  paces  in  rear  of  the 
first  brigade,  in  a  body  of  woods  beyond  a  church,  of  which  I  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain'^the  name.  Whilst  we  were  in  these  woods, 
a  number  of  the  enemy's  shell  exploded  .near  us,  and  we  shifted  our 
position  several  times  to  get  out  of  their  exact  range.  About  sunset 
we  were  ordered  forward.  We  marched  slowly  down  the  road,  under 
a  terrific  fire  from  a  battery  which  perfectly  commanded  it,  and  which 
threw  its  shells  with  great  accuracy.  Some  confusion  occurred 
amongst  the  troops  in  front  of  us,  and  we  were  kept  marching  and 
counter-marching  along  the  road  in  question  for  several  hours.  Fi- 
nally, we  proceeded  across  a  small  stream  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  and 
remained  there,  in  the  midst  of  the  dead -and  wounded,  until  the  fol- 
lowing morning. 

Brigadier  General  Jones  was  disabled  early  in  the  night  by  a  con- 
tusion on  the  knee  from  a  piece  of  a  sh'ell,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cunningham  commanded  the  brigade  during  the  remainder  of  the 
night.  Notwithstanding  the  terrible  fire  to  which  we  were  so  long 
exposed,  no  one  in  the  battalion  was  injured  on  this  occasion. 

On  Wednesday,  the  2nd  of  July,  we  encamped  near  the  church  I 
have  mentioned. 

On  Thursday,  the  3rd  of  July,  we  shifted  our  camp  to  a  point  a 
mile  or  two  distant,  on  the  road  to  the  Long  Bridge. 

On  Friday,  the  4th  of  July,  we  marched  to  an  open  field,  near  the 
enemy's  encampment  at  Westover.  We  lay  in  this  field  in  line  of 
battle  till  the  evening,  and  then  encamped  in  a  neighboring  body  of 
woods. 
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On  Saturday,  the  5th,  and  Sunday,  the  6th  of  July,  we  laid  in  camp. 

*     On  Monday,  the  7th  of  July,  the  brigade,  along  with  other  troops, 

relieved  General  Whiting's  division  as  advanced  guard.     We  laid  on 

picket  near  the  enemy's  lines  until  evening,  when  we  were  ordered  to 

move  back  a  short  distance  to  the  rear. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th,  Wednesday,  the  9th,  and  Thursday,  the  10th 
■of  July,  we  marched  back  towards  Richmond,  and,  on  the  last  named 
day,  we  encamped  at  a  point  near  that  at  which  the  Mechanicsville 
turnpike  crosses  the  Chickahominy  river. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  taking  the  occasion  to  bear 
my  testimony  to  the  courage  and  fortitude  with  which  the  officers  and 
men  met  and  endured  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  memorable 
d&jB  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain,  vour  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  LEIGH, 
Captain  commanding  the  Battalion 


REPORT    OF  MAJOR  BEVY    OF  FOURTH   GEORGIA   BAT- 
TALION. 

Ca>ji.'  near  Magruder's  Mills,  Virginia,  ) 
July  27,  1S62.      S 

Captain  Edward  W.  Hull, 

Asssistant  ^Adjutant  General : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor,  respeotftillv,  to  make,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Brigadier  General  commanding,  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by^the  fourth  battalion  Georgia  volunteers,  in  the  action 
before  Richmond,  on  the  27th  June  : 

The  battalion  did  not  get  into  action  until  a])out  five  o'clock,  P.  M. 
We  were  then  ordered  through  a  piece  of  woods,  and  while  going 
through,  were  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  as  well  as  musketry^ 
from  the  enemy.  Un  emerging  from  the  woods  we  found  near  us  sev- 
eral regiments  of  Confederate  troops,  and  here  halted,  as  there  was 
no  General  oilicer  prefienr,  we  having  become  separated  from  our  bri- 
gade in  coming  through  the  woods.  While  v/aiting  here,  a  regiment 
of  the  enemy  which  proveii  to  bo  the  third  New  Jersey,  emerged  from 
the  woods  on  our  right.  Fire  was  immediately  opened  upon  it,  and 
it  fied  precipitately,  and  were  nearly  all  captured  by  some  regiments 
of  our  troops  stationed  to  the  right  of  our  brigade.  Major  Burney, 
of  the  third  New  tJersey,  and  several  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  here  fell  into  our  hands.  We  remained  at  this  point  some 
time  (probably  half  an  hour)  when  General  Lawton  came  to  us  and 
was  personally  cognizant  of  affairs  from  that  time  until  the  firing 
ceased  for  the  night. 

I  would  respectfully  mention  to  the  Brigadier  General  commanding 
the  efficient  aid  rendered  the  field  officers,  by  Adjutant  B.  F.  Keller, 
who  was  at  all  times  at  his  post  regardless  of  danger.  I  would  also 
respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Brigadier  General  to  the  fact 
that,  after  the  firing  had  ceased  for  the  night,  private  John  W.  Mack, 
company  C,  fourth  battalion  Georgia  volunteers,  while  unarmed,  cap- 
tured in  the  woods  one  lieutenant,  one  sergeant  and  two  privates  of 
the  first  New  Jersey  regiment  all  armed,  disarmed  them,  brought 
them  into  camp  alone,  and  delivered  them  to  his  captain. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  J.  BEVY, 
'  Blajor  Fourth  Battalion  Georgia  Volunteets. 

P.  S. — I  make  this  report  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Stiles,  by  order  of  General  Lawton. 

THOMAS  J.  BEVY,  Major. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN    BATTEY  OF  THIRTY-EIGHTH 
GEORGIA  REGIMENT. 

Headquarters  Thirty-Eighth  Regiment  Georgia  Vols., 
Camp  near  Gordonsviile,  July  27,  1862. 

Captain  Edward  W   Hull, 

Assistant  ^jutant  General : 

Captain;  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  my  regiment  bore  in 
the  late  series  of  actions  before  Richmond  : 

Not  being  in  command  in  the  commencement  of  the  battle  of  the 
27th  of  June,  and  my  attention  being  chiefly  directed  to  my  company, 
I  of  course  am  not  able  to  furnish  as  complete  a  statement  of  that 
portion  of  the  engagement  as  I  otherwise  would  have  been. 

At  about  five  o'clock,  on  the  evening  of  the  above  mentioned  day, 
the  order  was  passed  down  our  line,  to  accelerate  our  pace,  which  my 
regiment  promptly  obeyed,  casting  away  all  articles  which  encumbered 
them  ;  thus  alternately  marching  and  double-quicking,  we  entered 
the  battle  field.  Here  we  formed  line  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
our  right  flank  towards  the  enemy.  We  then  marched  in  column  in 
the  direction  our  right  previously  occupied,  and,  by  the  execution  of 
the  movement  forward  into  line,  found  ourselves  in  line  of  battle  face 
to  face  with  the  enemy,  at  the  distance  of  about  three  hundred  yards. 
Thus,  we  marched  under  a  most  terrific  fire,  to  within  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  yards  of  a  body  of  four  or  five  thousand  regulars. 
It  was  here  that  our  colonel  and  major  were  wounded,  and  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  me. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Captain  Lawton,  I  commanded 
my  men  to  "Fire  and  load  Ijing,"  which  order  they  promptly  exe- 
cuted, until  nearly  all  the  cartridges  were  expended-.  At  this  critical 
point  of  the  engagement  we  were  directed  by  the  above  mentioned 
officer  to  charge,  he  leading  in  gallant  style.  My  regiment  executed 
the  above  mentioned  command  with  such  good  will  that  they  passed  ' 
completely  through  that  portion  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  them,  and 
carried  a  battery  of  five  pieces  beyond. 

Our  loss  was  very  severe ;  but  my  command  bore  it  like  veterans, 
and  never,  in  the  entire  engagement,  there  was  the  least  visible  hesita- 
tion amongst  them.  My  officers  and  men  all  behaved  so  well  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  distinguish  those  worthy  of  being  mentioned. 

In  the  action  of  the  1st  of  July,  my  regiment  was  not  actively  en- 
gaged ;  but  were,  nevertheless,  exposed  to  a  very  severe  shelling  for 
some  time,  losing  a  few  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WJLLIAM.  H.  BATTEY% 
Captain,  commanding  Thirty-Eighth  liegiment  Georgia  Vols. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DOUGLASS. 

Camp  Near  Magruder's  Mill,  July  28,  1862. 
Captain  E.  W.  Hull,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Captain:  In  the  battle  fought  below  Richmond  on  the  1st  instant, 
the  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment  participated  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  brigade  was  not  ordered  forward  until  nearly  sunset,  and  had 
but  little  chance  to  do  much  fighting.     As  soon  as  orders  came  to  ad- 
vance, the  Brigadier  General  commanding  at  once  led  us  in  the  direc- 
tion indicated.     We  were  marched  by  the  right  flank  through  a  strip 
of  woods  and  across  a  field.     While  in  the  field,  the  regiment  was  ex- 
posed to  a  very  severe  fire  from  the   enemy's  batteries.     Having  re- 
ceived no  specific  information  as  to  where  the  brigade  should  go,  or 
was  needed,  the  Brigadier  General  was  left  to  judge  from  the  firing 
where  to  carry  his  command.     Halting  the  column  and  requiring  the 
men  to  lie  down,  he  went  forward  to  endeavor  to  gain  the   necessary 
information.     Finding  this   impossible,  and  the  firing   from  the  en- 
emy's batteries  becoming  hotter,  and  from  our  friends  in  front  of  us 
weaker,  he  ordered  me  to  move  forward  the  regiment  and  charge  the 
battery  in  front  of  us.     Across  the  fence  and  road,  and  another  fence 
and   into  the  woods  beyond,  the  men  went  with  a  shout.     The  burst- 
ing of  shells  was  so  incessant  as  to  render   it  almost  impossible  for 
commands  to  be  heard.     Night  had  come  on,  and  no  line  could  be  pre- 
served. We  kept  on,  regulating  our  course  as  best  we  could  by  the  re- 
ports from  the  enemy's  batteries,  of  which  there  were  several,  and 
placed  some  distance  apart.  From  this  cause,  and  not  being  able  to  see 
anything,  not  even  a  creek  in  front  of  us,  or  a  fence  over  which  we  scram- 
bled, the  regiment  became  very  much  scattered  in  the  woods.  Only  about 
seventy-five  or  one  hundred  succeeded  in  reaching  the  field  in  which 
the  batteries  were  located,  and  these  did  not  arrive  at  the  same  time. 
A  small  number  under  Major  Baker,  who  were  the  first  to  enter  the 
field,  were  joined  by  a  part  ot  the  eighth  Louisiana  regiment,  and 
charged  nearly  to  the  enemy's  lines.     Before  reaching  their  furthest 
point  occupied,  their  number  was  increased  by  a  few  more  under  Ad- 
jutant Hill,  who  had  gotten  up  time  enough  to  join  in  the  charge.  They 
were  received  by  a  deadly  volley  of  musketry,  and  also  a  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries.   A  good  many  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  among  the 
latter,  Maj.  Baker,  whilst  behaving  most  gallantly.    Lieut.  E.  L.  Con- 
ally,  of  company  A,  was  wounded  at  the  same  time,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  acting  with  great  courage.  One  non-commissioned  ofiicer  and  sev- 
eral privates,  in  the  excitement  of  the  charge,  entered  the  enemy's  lines 
and  were  taken  prisoners,  but  afterwards,  when  the  enemy  retreated, 
escaped  and  returned  to  the  regiment.     After  the  fall  of  Major  Baker, 
the  men  were  ordered  to  fall  back  about  fifty  yards ;  the  line  was  re-    ' 
formed  by  Adjutant  Hill,  and  soon  orders  were  received  from  Major 
Xewis,  of  the  Louisiana  regiment,  for  all  to  fall  back  to  the  crest  of 
the  hill  next  to  the  woods.     Here  I  met  them;  but  it  was  so  dark  that 
no  man  could  be  identified  five  paces  off.     Here  I  also  met  Brigadier 
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General  Lawton,  who  had  gotten  separated  from  us,  and  made  his  way 
to  the  field  by  a  different  route,  and  one  which  we  afterwards  saw  was 
the  proper  one  to  have  been  taken.  The  balance  of  my  regiment  that 
crossed  the  road  and  entered  the  wood,  did  not,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
succeed  in  finding  their  way  out.  Those  who  had  made  the  charge, 
near  to  the  batteries,  I  found*  itermingled  with  fragments  of  other 
regiments,  Virjiinians,  North  Carolinians  and  Louisianians.  Briga- 
dier General  Winder  sent  an  order  to  us  to  hold  the  hill  we  occupied 
until  morning,  and  this  was  sanctioned  by  General  Lawton,  who  left 
me  in  command  of  all  present  and  went  back  to  bring  forward  the 
left  companies  of  ray  regiment,  and  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  who 
had  become  detached  from  us  as  we  passed  through  the  first  strip  of 
woods  we  reached.  The  enemy  kept  up,  for  an  hour  or  two,  an  occa- 
sional artillery  fire,  and  then  withdrew,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded 
on  the  field. 

I  again  call  attention  to  the  coolness  and  courage  of  Major  Baker 
and  Adjutant  Ilill,  and  beg  to  favorably  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant E.  L.  Conally,  of  company  A. ;  Captain  W.  W.  Hartsfield, 
Lieutenants  James  Andrews  and  B.  L.  Powell,  of  company  D.  The 
limits  proper  for  this  report  do  not  admit  of  the  mention  of  all  whom 
I  would  like  to  notice  favorably  fur  their  gallantry. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DOUGLASS, 
Colonel  commanding  Regiment. 


REPORT     OF    CAPTAIN    SMITH    OF    TWENTY-SEVENTH 
VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 

Headquarters  Twentit-seventh  Regiment  Virginia  Vols., 

July  7,   1862. 

Captain  J.   O'Brien, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General,  First  Brigade  : 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  which 
the  twenty-seventh  Virginia  regiment  took  in  the  battles  of  the 
27th  ultimo  and  the  Ist  instant: 

On  the  37th  ultimo  the  regiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  Grigsby, 
mnrched  with  the  first  brigade  until  it  approached  the  crest  of  a 
hill  opposite  where  the  battle  was  then  raging  with  tremendous  vio- 
lence. It  was  then  drijwn  up  in  line  of  battle  with  the  brigade.  Its 
position  in  the.  line  was  on  the  right  of  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment, 
and  on  the  left  of  the  thirty-third  Virginia.  The  regiment  here 
numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  men  in  ranks  and  eighteen 
commissioned  ofiicers.  From  the  position  where  we  were  drawn  up, 
we  advanced,  in  line  with  the  brigade,  through  a  dense  thicket  of 
brush  and  timber  until  we  came  into  a  cleared  field,  where  were  still 
standing  some  tents  of  the  eaemy  ;  we  then  changed  the  direction  of 
our  advance  by  a  left  half-wheel,  and  then  we  marched  directly  upon 
a  battery  of  the  enemy  which  was  throwing  grape  and  shell  profusely. 
This  battery  was  soon  silenced  and  we  marched  to  a  position  beyond 
this  battery.  It  being  then  quite  dark,  and  the  enemy  completely 
routed,  we  were  ordered  to  halt.  We  then  threw  out  pickets  to  pro- 
tect our  front  and  remained  on  the  field  for  the  night.  My 
regiment  simply  made  a  charge,  without  firing  during  the  engage- 
ment. We  were  ordered  to  use  the  bayonet.  The  enemy  gave  way 
before  us.     I  had  none  killed,  and  but  two  slightly  wounded. 

At  the  battle  of  the  1st  instant,  the  twenty-seventh  regiment  was 
marched  up  the  road  in  column  with  the  brigade  until  it  came  within 
about  a  half  mile  of  the  battle-field,  when  the  whole  brigade  filed  to 
the  right,  into  a  piece  of  woods.  There  my  regiment,  in  a  line  with 
the  brigade,  supported  on  the  right  by  the  thirty-third  Virginia,  and 
on  the  left  by  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment,  advanced  by  the  right 
flank,  through  the  woods,  then  into  an  open  field,  and  then  again 
through  a  very  dense  forest  of  brush  and  timber,  across  the  main 
road,  to  the  position  assigned  on  the  field.  The  shot  and  shell  fell 
fast  and  thick  on  us  as  we  marched  on,  and,  just  before  reaching  our 
position  on  the  field,  Colonel  A.  J.  Grigsby,  while  leading  the  regi- 
ment in  his  dauntless  and  fearless  style,  was  struck  by  a  minie  ball, 
inflicting  under  his  left  arm  a  painful,  but  not  dangerous,  wound. 
The  regiment  was  ordered  to  fire,  which  it  did,  and  continued  firing 
for  some  length  of  time,  when  it  was  ordered  to  charge  on  a  battery. 
This  was  attempted,  but  the  regiment  being  much  scattered  and  un- 
supported by  suflacient  force,  was  compelled  to  desist.     The  regiment 
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then  resumed  its  original  position  on  the  field  and  continued  firing 
until  the  fight  closed.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this  engagement, 
out  of  about  seventy  who  went  into  the  fight,  was  one  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

RECAPITULATION  : 

Colonel  A.  J.  Grigsby,  wounded,  on  the  1st  instant. 
Company  B — Sergeant  John  Ford,  wounded,  on   the  27th  ultimo  ; 
Michael  Tool,  wounded,  on  the  1st  instant. 

Company  IT — M.  R.JTangcr,  wounded,  on  the  27th  ultimo;  N.  D. 
McClure,  killed,  on  the  let  instant. 

Respectfully, 

O.  C.  SMITH, 
Captain  commanding  Tioenty -seventh  Regiment    Va.    Volunteers, 


KEPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  WOODING. 

Camp  near  Gordonsville,  Va.,  July  24,  1862. 
Brigadier  General  Taliaferro  : 

General:  My  battery  marched  from  Port  Republic  to  the  fortifi- 
cations of  the  enemy  near  Richmond,  -with  the  third  brigade,  com- 
manded, in  your  absence,  by  Colonel  Fulkerson. 

On  Friday  the  27th  June,  we  arrived  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  battle  field  at  Gaines'  Mill,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  Soon  after- 
wards the  infantry  were  ordered  to  leave  the  road,  and  advance  by  a 
narrow  path  through  the  woods  in  the  direction  whence  the  firing  pro- 
ceeded. Colonel  Fulkerson  ordered  mc  to  remain  where  I  was,  and, 
if  needed,  he  would  send  for  me.  I  received  no  order  from  the  colo- 
nel that  evening  ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  received  orders 
from  Colonel  Warren,  of  the  tenth  regiment,  (Colonel  Fulkerson  hav- 
ing been  mortally  wounded,)  to  bring  my  battery  forward.  This  order 
I  promptly  obeyed.  No  engagement,  however,  was  had  with  the  en- 
emy by  our  brigade  on  this  day  or  the  day  following. 

On  Monday,  the  30th,  whilst  on  the  march,  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring 
enemy,  I  received  orders  from  Gen.  Hampton,  then  commanding  the  bri- 
gade, to  hasten  to  the  front  of  the  column  with  my  battery.  I  did 
80,  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  White  Oak  Swamp  for  about  five  hours. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  July,  early  in  the  morning,  I  received  orders 
from  General  Hampton  to  send  my  battery  forward  immediately  ;  but 
owing  to  the  loss  of  horses  sustained,  and  also  to  the  want  of  ammu- 
nition, (my  supply  having  been  nearly  exhausted  the  day  previous,  )  I 
could  only  prepare  a  section  of  my  battery  for  immediate  action. 
This  section  was  sent  forward  to  Malvern  Hill,  under  Lieutenant 
J(yne8,  where  I  joined  it  and  assumed  command,  as  soon  as  I  had  made 
a  requisition  for  ammunition  for  the  other  guns. 

I  may  here  state  that  I  arrived  on  the  field  before  a  shot  had  been 
fired  from  either  of  my  guns.  During  this  day  my  command  was  ex- 
posed to  a  terrific  fire  both  from  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artillery. 
We  remained  upon  the  field  until  the  sun  had  gone  down,  and  only 
left  then  because  we  had  exhausted  our  ammunition. 

During  the  engagement  of  Monday,  my  command  generally  be- 
haved well.  The  same  may  be  said  of  their  conduct  on  Tuesday. 
Those  who  form  an  exception  have  already  been  reported  for  publica- 
tion to  the  world. 

On  Monday,  the  30th  June,  Lieutenants  Jones  and  Adams  assisted 
me  in  the  command  of  the  battery,  and  discharged  their  duty  well. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  July,  Lieutenant  Jones  alone  aided  me.  Lieut- 
enant Adams  having  been  sent  by  me  to  the  ordnance  train  in  charge 
of  some  caissons.  In  the  two  engagements,  I  had  few  casualties. 
They  are  as  follows  : 

Killed— Private  Charles  W.  Gay. 

Wounded— Privates  Rufus  Rennet,  severely  in  thigh ;  W.  L.  Snead, 
painfully  in  foot,  and  John  B.  Turner,  slightly  in  hand. 
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1  make  no  mention  of  some,  whose  wounds  were  so  slight  as  not  to 
deserve  the  name.     Several  of  my  battery  horses  were  disabled,  and 
the  horse  of  Lieutenant  Jones  was  shot  from  under  him. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  W.  WOODING. 
Captain  Danville  ATtillery. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BOTTS. 

Headquarters  Second  Regiment  Virginia  Vols.,  ) 

July  13,  1862.      J 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
at  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  June  27th,  from  camp  near  Totto- 
potomy  creek,  the  second  regiment,  under  Colonel  Allen,  was  put  on 
the  march  and  moved  all  day  towards  the  enemy.  Ahout  five,  the  fire 
of  musketry  being  exceedingly  heavy,  the  regiment  moved  rapidly 
forward,  and  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  immediately  in  rear  of 
Ball's  old  tavern,  exposed  to  thesh  ells  of  the  enemy.  In  a  few  min- 
utes this  regiment  and  the  fifth  Virginia,  under  Colonel  Baylor,  were 
ordered  a  short  distance  to  the  front  to  support  the  Purcell  battery, 
and  while  in  this  position,  Captain  Burgess,  of  company  F,  second 
regiment,  was  wounded.  Soon  these  regiments  were  moved  to  the 
left,  and  the  whole  brigade,  by  command  of  General  Winder,  was 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  and  ordered  to  charge  a  battery  whose 
shells  hod  for  some  time  been  sweeping  the  field  around  us.  The 
second  regiment  responded  promptly  to  the  call.  The  charge  was  made 
through  a^ood  of  thick  undergrowth,  over  a  marsh,  and  the  men  be- 
came sepa.rated ;  forming  the  line  again,  the  men  pressed  steadily  for- 
ward leaving  behind,  in  an  open  field,  whole  regiments  which  had 
been  previously  sent  forward.  About  seven,  the  regiment,  number- 
ing about  eighty  men,  reached  a  hill  near  McGee's  house,  and  found 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  their  supports  terrible. 

Here  Colonel  Allen  and  Lieutenant  Keeler,  of  company  C,  fell  ; 
Major  Jones,  Captain  Colston  and  Lieutenant  Kinsey  were  wounded, 
and  several  of  the  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  regiment  being  in  advance,  or  at  least  separated  from  the  brigade, 
and  few  in  numbers,  did  not  advance;  but  gallantly  held  its  posrion. 
General  Winder  soon  coming  up,  and  seeing  the  position,  gave  orders 
to  maintain  the  hill  while  he  brought  up  reinforcements,  which  could 
be  seen  in  our  rear.  Hurrying  these  up,  the  line  of  battle  w  is  again 
formed,  and  the  order  to  charge  was  given  by  General  Winder  As 
before,  the  regiment  gallantly  answered.  Our  troops  rushed  iorward, 
the  enemy  fell  back  in  retreat,  and  late  in  the  evening  the  enemy  had  ^ 
fled,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  field,  upon  which,  v,e  remained 
all  night. 

I  cannot  close  the  report  of  this  day  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  Allen,  Major  Jones,  Captaui  Colston, 
Captain  Burgess,  Lieutenants  Keeler  and  Kinsey,  and,  indeed,  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  tlte  regiment. 

On  Saturday,  the  regiment  remained  rear  McGee's.  On  Sunday, 
we  were  marched  as  far  as  Grapevine  bridge,  and  returned  about 
nightfall  to  our  camp.  Monday,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy  and 
the  York  River  railroad,  and  bivouacked  near  White  Oak  Swamp,  and 
moved  Tuesday,  July  Ist,  on  the  Shirley  road,  halting  occaBionally 
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for  some  time.  Heavy  artillery  fire  all  the  while  heard  in  front.  Pass- 
ing a  church,  we  were  placed  in  a  wood  about  five,  P.  M.,  to  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  remained  there  over  an  hour.  Some  of  the  regiments 
of  the  brigade  being  within  reach  of  the  shells  of  the  enemy .^  About 
half-past  six,  the  brigade  was  ordered  from  the  woods  to  the  road. 
The  thick  undergrowth  delayed  the  movements  of  the  second  and  fifth 
rigiments  so  rcuch  that  when  the  left  of  the  second  reached  the  road, 
neither  the  twenty-seventh,  fourth,  or  thirty-third  were  in  sight.  The 
road  was  crowded  with,  artillery  and  regiments  hastening  from  tho 
battle  field. 

The  regiment  was  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  on  the  road, 
and  Sergeant-major  Burwell  sent  in  advance  to  ascertain  the  routo 
taken  by  General  V>'inder,  and  by  his  exertions  we  followed  iu  Lia 
tracks.  Night  was  rapidly  closing  in.  The  regiment  was  in  the 
woods  to  the  right  of  the  road,  marching  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy,  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  their  artillery.  Leaving  the  woods 
we  entered  a  field  which  was  swept  by  the  enemy's  fire.  Here  we  met 
officers  and  men  hastening  to  the  rear,  who  reported  that  all  our  troops 
were  in  retreat.  Still  the  regiment  was  pushed  forward  to  join,  if  pos- 
eible,  the  brigade.  The  fifth  was  in  our  rear.  The  darkness,  the  rapid 
march  and  the  woods  had  separated  the  men  very  much,  and  the  com- 
mand was  exceedingly  small.     Concealing  them  by  a  deep  ravine  in 

a  wood,  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the road,  I  rodo 

out  until  I  struck  tho  road.  Here  I  could  not  see  any  of  our  troops, 
and  the  fire  from  the  enemy  was  incessant 

On  my  return  to  the  regiment,  Colonel  Baylor  called  me  to  a  con- 
sultation, and  the  result  was,  that  we  should  fall  back  and  join  our 
brigade,  our  impression  being  that  our  troops  had  been  driven  from 
this  portion  of  the  field.  If  we  remained,  we  would  expose  the  men 
to  a  fire  which  they  could  not  reply  to,  or  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy  ; 
therefore,  marching  to  the  rear  by  nearly  the  same  route  we  had  ad- 
vanced, we  struck   tho  road   at church,  and  learning  that 

General  Winder  had  not  fallen  back,  Ave  reformed  our  regiments  and 
reported  to  him.  Providentially  we  had  only  two  men  wounded, 
though  exposed  to  as  heavy  a  fire  as  ever  the  regiment  was  under. 

With  this,  I  send  you  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

LAWSON  BOTTS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding. 


-   Headquarters  Second  Regiment  Va.  Vols.  (Infantry.) 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded,  in  second  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  in  the 
actions  of  June  27th  and  July  Ist,  1862: 

Field  and  Staff— Killed  :  Col.  James  W.  Allen,  June  27.  Wounded  : 
Major  Frank  B.  Jones,  June  27  ;  since  died. 

Company  A — Killed:   none.      Wounded:   none. 

Company  B — Killed :  none.     Wounded  :  Charles  A.  Keyser. 
39 
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■'  Cornpsny  C — Killed  :   Second    Sergeant    David  Keeler,  June    27 
Wounded:    Serjeant    J.  Erna  :   private  J.  McCorujick,  James  Cham- 
f.lin. 

Company  D — Killed:  iioue.  Wounded:  private  Pat.  Hailey,  N. 
Giiffin,  J.  Franklin,  June  27. 

Company  E — Killed:  private  Jo3.  Ilirsey,  John  Kern  and  Isaac 
Webb.  Wounded :  Captain  R.  G.  (Joltscn,  first  Sergeant  C.  A.  Mji- 
nor;  private  G.  Prince,  D.  Ilahn,  L.  P.  Gazey,  James  Dean,  John 
Bpitzer, lluudshaw. 

Company  F — Killed:  none.  Wounded:  Captain  J.  B.  Burgess, 
first  Lieutenant  Samuel  Kinsey. 

Company  G — Killed  :  none.  Wounded :  David  Moler,  Samuel 
rihutz. 

Company  H — Killed :  none.     Wounded  :  none. 

Company  I — Killed:  G«orge  Riggle,  June  27.  Wounded:  John 
£..  Nurn,  July  1st. 

Company  K — Killed  :   none.     Wounded  :  N.  Miller,  J.  Bull. 

Total  killed — OflScers  three ;  non-commissioned  oflBcers,  none  ;  pri- 
vates, four.  Total  wounded — Officers,  three ;  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, two ;  privates,  fourteen. 

Respectfully, 

LAWSON  BOTTS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  Major  lowe. 

The  following  is  a  report   of  the  part  taken  by   the    tv?enty-fir8t 
Georgia  regiment,  in  the  battle  of  Friday,  June  27,  18 '2: 

The  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  C.  A.  Evans,  being  cut  off 
and  separated  from  the  brigade,  was  conducted,  under  the  direction  of 
Captain  Law  ton,  A.  A.  General,  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  left  wing 
of  the  army,  and  placed  in  position  opposite  Sikes'  brigade  of  United 
States  regulars,  which  last  was  supported  by  three  pieces  of  artillery 
The  battle  raged  with  uninterruptetl  fury  for  an  hour,  the  firing  be- 
coming gradually  weaker  upon  the  side  of  the  enemy.  About  half- 
paet  seven,  P.  M.,  the  ammunition  of  the  regiment  being  nearly  ex- 
hausted, the  command  was  given  to  retire,  which  was  obeyed  in  good 
order.  The  regiment  marched  in  line  of  battle  fifty  paces'to  the  rear, 
where  they  were  again  faced  to  the  enemy.  The  colonel  now  perceiv- 
ing that  the  firing  had  ceased,  marched  his  men  into  the  woods,  about, 
three  hundred  yards  distant,  where  they  slept  during  the  night  upoB 
their  arms 

J.   H.   LOWE,  Major  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GRIFFIK. 

Headquarters  Twenty-Sixth  Georgia  Regij.int,  > 

July  25th,  1862.  5 

On  Friday,  27th  June,  the  twenty-sixth  Georgia  regiment,  then  on 
the  march,  under  command  of  Colonel  E.  N.  Atkinson,  about  f6ur 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  were  ordered  to  halt  and  load  their  guns.  After  load- 
ing, were  ordered  forward  at  quick  time.  About  half-past  four 
o'clock,  P.  M,,  the  regiment  was  ordered  into  action.  After  going  at 
double-quick  for  some  one  and  a  half  miles,  through  shell  and  shot, 
arrived  at  the  scene  of  action,  and  were  ordered  to  enter  the  woods 
in  line  of  battle.  The  regiment  entered  a  dense  forest,  down  a  con- 
siderable grade.  In  crossing  a  ravine,  through  brambles,  brush,  mud 
and  water,  the  regiment  became  divided,  four  companies  on  the  left 
wing  going  obliquely  to  the  left  and  the  five  right  companies  (the 
regiment  then  had  but  nine  companies)  going  obliquely  to  the  right. 
The  left  companies,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  McDonald  and 
Major  E.  S.  Griffin,  continued  on  through  the  swamp,  and  soon  be- 
came engaged  with  the  enemy.  First  they  mistook  the  enemy  for 
friends,  but  soon  became  convinced  of  their  error,  and  continued  to 
press  forward  and  fire.  A  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  for 
eome  one  and  a  half  or  two  hours,  when  they  fled  in  confusion.  Dur- 
ing the  engagement,  the  four  corapanies  were  often  encouraged  by  the 
presence  of  General  Lawton  who,  himself,  du-ring  the  entire  time,  was 
in  the  midst  of  danger.  The  fiv^e  right  companies,  after  crossing  the 
ravine,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry,  advanced  np  the  oppo- 
site,hill,  crossed  a  second  ravine,  when  they  were  ordered  by  an  aid- 
de-camp  of  General  Ewell,  to  lie  down  and  remain  until  the  exact 
position  of  our  friends  could  be  ascertained.  While  in  this  position, 
the  enemy  advanced  to  the  brink  of  the  hill,  at  the  foot  or  bottom  of 
which  the  five  right  companies  were  lying,  and  poured  into  us  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry.  Our  men  were  ordered  to  fire  (which  they  did)  and 
load  and  fire  again  ;  they  continued  to  do  so  until  the  enemy  fled  pre- 
cipitately from  the  woods  and  across  the  open  field.  The  five  compa- 
nies continued  forward,  and,  after  crossing  the  field,  joined  the  four 
left  companies  about  dark,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  i  st  July,  the  twenty- sixth  regiment  was  not  engaged 
with  the    enemy,  though,  with    the   balance    of  the    brigade,  it  was 
marched  under  a  heavy  cannonading  up  to  the  field  and  near  the  im- 
mediate scene  of  action.     Slept  on  their  arms  during  the  night. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  S.  GRIFFIN, 
Major  commanding  2Qth  Regt  Georgia  Volunteers, 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GARNETT. 

Camp  near  Richmond,  July  23,  1862. 

General  D.  R.  Jones, 

Commanding  First  Division,  A.  P.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  artillery  attacheil  to  your  division,  in  the  engagement  of 
27th,  28th  and  29th  June  and  Ist  July  : 

There  were  attached  Captains  Moody  and  Woolfolk  to  General 
T.oombs'  brigade,  and  Captains  Brown  and  Hart  to  Colonel  Anderson's. 

On  Friday,  June  27th,  Captain  Brown,  with  two  twelve-pounder 
howitzers,  was  ordered  to  a  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  near  Mr, 
James  Gurnett's  house,  to  try  the  strength  of  the  enemy  near  Geld- 
ing's houpe.  At  ten  o'clock  these  two  pieces  opened  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  earthworks  he  was  about  throwing  up.  some  five  hundred 
yards  in  front.  No  sooner  had  Captain  Brown  opened  than  the  enemy 
replied  from  several  batteries  of  long-ranged  guns.  The  two  six-poun- 
der guns  of  Captain  Brown's  battery,  and  the  six-gun  battery  of 
Captain  Lane,  then  temporarily  under  my  command,  were  ordered  to 
the  front.  This  addition  gave  me  nine  guns  (one  of  the  howitzers 
of  Captain  Brown  iiaving  been  disabled  by  the  wedging  of  a  shell  in 
the  bore)  replying  to  a  much  greater  number  of  superior  guns  along 
the  enemy's  front.  After  testing  fully  the  enemy's  strength  so  far  as 
his  artillery  was  concerned.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  chief  of  artillery, 
of  General  Magruder's  corps,  concluding  that  the  contest  was  too 
unequal  to  be  longer  continued,  ordered  the  batteries  to  retire. 

In  this  action,  Captain  Brown  lost  corporal  Charles  W.  Lucas,  killed; 
sergeant  G.  W.  Beard,  wounded  ;  privates  G.  T.  Linden  an<l  Benjamin 
Lucas  wounded,  and  two  horses  so  severely  wounded  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  them  on  the  field.  Captain  Lane's  battery  distin- 
guished itself  for  the  accuracy  of  its  fire  and  the  coolness  and  courage 
of  the  ofl5cers  and  men.  This  report  was  made  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lee. 

On  the  2Slh,  Captain  Brown  was  ordered  to  take  the  same  position 
occupied  on  thie  27th.  Captain  Moody's  battery  was  ordered  to  his 
support.  Captain  Brown  was  the  first  to  fire,  to  whom  the  enemy  did 
not  reply.  Soon  after,  however,  when  Captain  Moody  opened  he  was 
replied  to  by  an  enfilading  battery,  unmasked  on  the  right  during  the 
previous  night,  and  about  two  batteries  in  front.  This  engagement 
lasted  about  two  hours  when  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  retire.  Cap. 
tain  Brown  was  again  unfc»rtunate  in  the  loss  of  his  gallant  Second 
Lieutenant  Kearns,  who  fell,  nobly  doing  his  duty.  Private  J.  W. 
Clarke  was  slightly  wounded,  and  one  horse  was  killed.  Captaio> 
Moody's  loss  consisted  of  the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Daniel  P.  Mer- 
vin  (right  ar^  shattered)  and  private  Kennedy,  wounded  in  both  feet, 
and  one  hors^illed  and  three  badly  wounded. 

On  Sunday,  29th,  after  passing  the  enemy's  entrenchments  about. 
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three-quarters  of  a  mile,  Captain  Hart's  battery  of  six  guns  was 
placed  in  position  to  shell  the  woods  in  advance  of  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers of  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade.  The  enemy  opened  a  very 
brisk  fire  in  reply,  when  I  placed  Captain  Moody's  battery  in  position 
to  the  left  of  the  one  occupied  by  Captain  Hart,  and  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy  through  an  opening  in  the  woods  where  their  battery  was 
supposed  to  be  in  position.  This  skirmish  was  of  very  short  dura- 
tion. Captain  Moody  had  one  private  wounded,  and  one  horse  killed 
and  several  wounded.  Later  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Cap- 
tains Brown  and  Hart  proceeded  to  a  position  near  the  railroad,  where 
Captain  Hart  placed  his  two  Blakely  guns  in  position  and  did  handsome 
service  until  the  enemy  opened  a  plunging  fire  upon  him  from  superior 
guns  and  surperior  positions,  when  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire. 

In  the  two  engagements  of  this  day  Captain  Hart  lost,  killed,  pri- 
vate Henry  F.  Cohen  ;  mortally  wonuded,  Daniel  M.  Shepherd  and 
Charles  Schroter;  severely  wounded,  Lieutenant  J.  Cleveland,  private 
Porter,  and  seven  horses  killed  or  rendered  unserviceable. 

On  Monday,  the  batteries  moved  with  the  division,  and  on  Tuesday, 
none  were  engaged,  if  I  except  Captain  Hart,  who  was  able  to  fiire  but 
a  few  rounds.  Captain  Woolfolk  was  relieved  from  duty  with  Gene- 
ral Toombs'  brigade  on  Monday  July  3(lth,  and  was  engaged  only  on 
Friday  27th,  where  he  behaved  very  handsomely,  and  his  battery  did 
excellent  service. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  under  the  terrible  fire  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  atGarnett's farm  and  at  the  railroad;  they  showed  that  calmness 
and  intrepidity  characteristic  of  men  who  won  for  themselves,  the 
hearty  "well  done"  of  their  commanders  at  Manssas  plains.  I  allude 
particularly  to  Captain  Brown,  of  the  Wise  artillery.  Captain  Hart  is 
also  entitled  to  the  highest  praise,  and  showed  himself  to  be  .an  accom- 
plished artillerist  as  well  as  a  gallant  soldier. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  GARNETT, 
Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery ^  First  Division,  A.  P. 


REPORT  OF  M.UOR   W.   M.  JON'ES. 

flr.APqrABTK-.Rs  Ninth  Georgta  Regimkivt,  ( 
July  13,   1862.  <" 

Oolouel  G.  T .  Anprrson  : 

Sir:  On  the  27th  ultimo,  tlie  ninth  Gcoriiia  regiment  received  or- 
ders  to  advance  the  picket  line  on  the  oast  side  of  Dr.  Garnett's  farm, 
after  going  to  the  advance  post.  Skirmishers  were  then  thrown  out, 
and,  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  succeeded  in  driving  the  a<lvancfi  of  thf^ 
enemy  beyond  their  earthworks,  where  they  were  supported  by  their 
artillery,  which  did  us  some  damage.  The  casualties  are,  to  wit-, 
five  (5)  killed  and  twenty  (21))  wounded  ;  all  enlisted  men.  At  night 
received  orders  to  fall  back  to  our  former  position. 

JiM»e  28th. — All  quiet  in  this  regiment. 

June  29th. — Prepared  to  advance  upon  the  redoubt  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  been  unsuccessfully  attempted  by  the  seventh  and  eighth 
Georgia  regiments  the  previous  evening.  Scouts  were  sent  forward, 
who  returned  in  a  short  time  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had  evac- 
uated their  works.  Immediately  proceeded  to  their  redoubts  and  soon 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  foe.  After  half  an 
hour's  march,  succeeded  in  catching  up  with  their  rear  guard,  who, 
after  slight  resistance  again  fell  back.  Here  the  line  of  battle  v;a9 
formed,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  scour  the  wood  in  the  direction 
of  Bottoms'  Bridge.  After  arlvancing  some  distance  and  hearing 
heavy  firing  on  the  right,  halted  and  remained  in  lino,  awaiting  or- 
ders, until  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.    lleceivcd  orders  to  return  to =— , 

(unknown.) 

June  3()th. — Received  orders  to  proceed]  to  the  right  of  our  line  to 
reinforce  Major  General  Longstreet,  who  engaged  the  enemy  near 
Crew's  farm,  P.  M.,  of  same  day.  Arrived  about  eleven  o'clock',  P. 
M.,  and  took  possession  of  battle-field. 

Tuesday,  July  I. — Formed  in  line  of  battle  to  scour  the  wood  in  front 
of  us  and  proceeded  half  a  mile  ;  ordered  back  to  the  swamp  ;  returned, 
and  took  position  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  right  of  the  river  road  ; 
remained  some  time  under  the  protection  of  a  favoring  hill  from  the 
shells  of  the  enemy,  without  any  casualty.  One  o'clock,  P.  M., 
started  for  the  anticipated  battle-field.  After  manoeuvring  until  near 
six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  entered  the  field  of  action,  halted  in  a  ravine  for 
protection  ;  remained  till  near  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.  Here  our  casual- 
ties were  three  (3)  killed  thirty  wounded  (30.)  Among  the  latter  waa 
Lieutenant  J.  A.  Arnold,  company  C,  and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Hardee, 
company  H.     All  the  rest  were  enlisted  men. 

Ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  left  the  field  in  good  order,  remaining  near  the 
battle-field  until  the   morning  of  the   4th  instant ;  left  in  pursuit  of 

the  enemy  and  proceeded  down   James  river  twelve  miles,  to 

cross-roads.     Remained  in  the  neighborhood  or  picketed  until  the  9th 
instant ;  then  fell  back  to    the  church   on  the  Darbytown  road,  six 
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miles  east   of  Richmond,    remaining  there  on  picket  until  regularly 

relieved  by Mississippi  brigade.     Joined  our  brigade   July 

I2.b,  l^62,  by  vour  order. 

WM.  M.  JONES, 
Major  cownianding  dth  Ga.  re^.iment. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  HOLMES. 

Headquarters  Second  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers,  > 

July  23,    1862.  S 

Brigadier  General  Toomds  : 

Sir  ;  Pursuant  to  orders  received  of  this  date,  I  send  you  the  re- 
ports of  the  actions  and  a  correct  list  of  the  casualties  which  occurred 
in  our  regiment  in  the  engagements  of  the  27th  of  June  and  Ist  of 
.ruly. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  while  our  regiment  was  on  picket,  five  com- 
panies being  iraraediately  on  the  out-posts,  with  the  rest  as  res'^rve, 
composed  of  the  following  companies:  Company  F,  (3herokee  Brown 
Rifles;  company  C,  Serames  Gu:irda;  company  D,  Burke  Sharp- 
shooters; company  H,  Wright  Infantry,  and  company  I,  Buena  Vista 
Guards,  were  ordered  by  Colonel  Butte,  forward  to  the  picket  line, 
two  hundred  yards  beyond  the  Garnett  house  to  the  left,  to  open  fire 
upon  the  enemy's  pickets.  On  arriving  upon  the  lino.  Colonel  Butts* 
gave  me  command  of  company  C,  Semmes  Guard?;,  commanded  by 
Captain  Shepperd,  and  company  F,  Cherokee  Brown  Rifles,  Captain 
Shuford,  and  ordered  me  to  take  those  two  companies  sixty  yards  to 
the  right  and  march  them  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  looking  out  upon 
the  wheat  field  ;  when  in  that  position,  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
1  did  so  at  the  time  I  halted  them.  A  regiment  of  the  enemy  sta- 
tioned in  line  opposite  us  across  the  field,  which  1  saw  plainly,  opened 
fire  upon  us.  I  ordered  our  men  to  lay  down  and  fire  deliberately 
at  them,  which  order  they  obeyed  handsomely.  The  fire  then  became 
general  on  the  line  opposite  us,  and  extended  soon  to  our  left  and 
right,  which  placed  us  under  an  enfilade  fire  from  two  points.  I  oc- 
cupied the  position  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  until  nearly  half  of  the 
men  in  the  companies  that  1  commanded  were  either  killed  or  wounded, 
I  then  ordered  trie  men  to  fall  back  six  paces  and  get  behind  trees, 
which  they  did,  and  then  they  fought  until  the  combat  ceased.  The 
left  companies — company  D,  Burke  Sharshooters  ;  company  I,  Buena 
Vista  Guards,  and  company  H,  Wright  Infantry — were  commanded 
by  Colonel  Butts  in  person,  being  to  my  left  sixty  yards,  remained 
in  their  position,  being  not  so  exposed  as  they,  when  on  lower 
ground,  which  protected  company  D  and  company  H  very  much. 
Company  I,  being  on  the  r)j:ht  of  these  companies,  nearest  the  right 
companies  under  my  command,  suffered  more  than  the  other  two 
companies,  owing  to  a  part  of  it  being  stationed  on  rising  ground. 
Two  of  the  companies^fcf  our  regiment — company  K,  Stewart  Greys, 
and  company  B.  Jackson  Blues,  (company  K,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Rockwell,  and  company  B.  under  Captain  Lewie,)  being 
on  picket  collected  their  men  on  the  post  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
entered  the  fight  at  the  time  the  companies  did  on  the  right,  (which 
was  composed  of  those  companies  on  reserve  and  not  on  post  that 
day.)     I  did  not  see  them  or  know  they  were  in  the  fight  until  alter- 
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wards.  We  fought  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  against 
overwhelming  numbers,  said  to  have  been  nine  regiments  of  the  en- 
emy, before  the  fifteenth  Georgia  came  to  the  support  of  our  regiment. 
The  companies  I  commanded  were  never  reinforced,  and  I  did  not 
know  that  the  fifteenth  Georgia  had  been  ordered  in  until  after  the 
fight ;  when,  on  going  to  where  Colonel  Butts  was  stationed,  I  learned 
that  they  were  on  the  ground.  When  the  fight  ceased,  which  was 
after  night  had  set  in,  I  had  but  two  men  that  were  able  to  fire  their 
pieces;  all  were  either  kilbd,  wounded  or  unable  to  fire,  not  being  able 
to  load  their  pieces;  others  were  out  of  ammunition.  A  few,  I  am 
told,  that  were  ijot  hurt,  went  oft  with  the  wounded  men  of  the  seven 
companies.  The  number  of  muskets  carried  into  the  fight  was  two. 
hundred  and  seventy-one,  this  being  the  number  reported  on  that  dav 
for  duty.  The  regiment  lost,  in  this  engagement,  ten  killed  and  one 
hundred  and  ten  wounded,  a  list  of  which  you  will  find  enclosed. 

On  the  1  st  of  July,  at  Malvern  Hill,  we  were  placed  in  line  with  the 
other  regiments  of  your  brigade.  We  were  to  be  (I  learned)  the  sup- 
porting brigade  to  Generals  Ccbb  and  Anderson's  commands,  which 
occupied  positions  in  front  of  our  line.  After  marching  by  the  flanks 
and  forward  quite  a  number  of  times,  we  were  brought  immediately 
in  front  of  the  battery  that  we  were  to  charge.  The  second  Georgia's 
position  was  decidedly  in  front  of  the  battery,  which  I  thought  must 
be  fully  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  woods  we  emerged 
from,  being  under  the  direct  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns  the  whole  of 
that  distance.  Our  brigade  moved  forward  steadily  for  some  distance 
and  in  good  order,  when,  owing  to  some  command,  the  fifteenth  Geor- 
gia, being  next  to  our  right,  got  in  front  of  us,  masking  the  whole  of 
the  riorht  wins;  of  the  second  ;  the  seventeenth  Georgia  at  the  same 
time  crowding  upon  the  fifteenth  Georgia.  This  crowding  caused 
much  confusion  at  the  time.  '  I  was  fifteen  or  twenty  steps  in  front  of 
our  regiment.  Looking  back  to  see  if  our  regiment  was  moving  on  in 
»rder,  I  found  myself  in  front  of  another  regiment  which  I  was  told 
was  the  fifteenth  Georgia.  I  soon  saw  the  mixed  condition  of  the 
troops,  that  the  fifteenth  and  seventeenth,  which  occupied  the  line  to 
our  right,  had,  by  some,  command,  been  moved  to  the  left,  which 
placed  them  upon  the  line  we  occupied.  While  in  that  huddled  con- 
dition, the  order  was  given  to  march  by  the  left  flank,  which  our  regi- 
ment performed  in  good  order,  under  a  most  destructive  fire  of  grape 
and  canister.  Being  under  full  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  after 
crossing  a  fence  our  regiment  was  ordered  to  lay  down  and  wait  for 
Bupport  to  come  up.  h'oon  one  of  the  regiments  of  Kershaw's  brig- 
ade came  up  and  moved  forward,  and  we  were  ordered  as  a  support; 
we  followed  close  after  them.  They  moved  in  order  and  made  a  most 
gallant  charge,  but  were  completely  checked  Ijy  the  deadly  fire  from 
the  enemy's  battery  Their  ranks  being  torn  asunder  they  had  to  fall 
back,  which  left  our  regiment  in  front  without  any  support.  Colonel 
Butts  being  wounded  at  that  time,  I  had  to  assume  command.  I  or- 
dered our  regiment  to  lay  down  until  we  could  get  a  supporting  regi- 
ment. We  were  under  a  most  terrific  fire  of  grape,  but  the  men  acted 
with  the  utmost  coolness,  not  one  exhibiting,  that  I  could  see,  the 


619 

least  fear.  We  lay  under  that  fire  for  fully  half  an  hour,  waiting  for 
Bome  regiment  to  come  up,  that  vre  might  continue  our  charge  to  the 
battery,  which  was  not  more  than  fifty  yards  in  front  of  us.  Word 
being  brought  that  the  enemy  were  flanking  us  on  our  right,  immedi- 
ately afterwards  there  occurred  a  very  heavy  fire,  which  came  in  upon 
the  rear  of  the  right  wing.  I  ordered  the  regiment  up,  and  gave  the 
command  about  face,  and  marched  in  order  to  the  rear,  across  a  small 
drain,  and  gave  the  command  halt;  but,  owing  to  a  great  noise,  was 
not  heard.  I  intended  to  halt  and  change  front,  that  I  might  receive  ' 
the  enemy  that  (I  was  told)  had  flanked  us.  I  was  in  front  of  the 
regiment  at  the  time  I  ordered  them  to  about  face,  which  placed  me 
in. the  rear  in  falling  back.  My  order  to  halt  went  unheeded.  The 
regiment  continued  to  move  off  to  the  rear,  which,  I  think,  was  for- 
tunate, as  when  alone,  we  could  eff'ect  nothing  in  the  position  wo 
occupied,  had  the  regiment  remained  in  the  position.  I  intended  to 
make  a  stand  for  the  enemy  that  was  said  to  have  flanked  us.  I  do 
not  think  I  would  have  brought  off  fifty  men,  as  the  enemy  had  di- 
rected an  increased  fire  upon  that  point. 

Our  loss  in  this  engngoment  was  eleven  killed  and  seventy  wounded, 
which  you  will  find  consolidated  with  the  other  list  of  killed  and 
wounded. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  R.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  id  Gecrgia, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MAGILL. 

Headquarters  First  Georgia  Regiment, 
Camp  near  JRichnwnd,  July   10.   1862. 

Captain  Charles  E.  Hardwick, 

A.  A.  A.    General,   Third  Brigade : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Colonel  commanding,  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
regiment  in  the  affair  of  the  2yth  June  and  in  the  engagement  of  the 
■first  instant :  y 

On  the  29th  of  June,  just  aiter  we  had  passed  the  line  of  the  ene- 
my's entrenchments  near  Garnett's  house,  I  was  ordered  to  deploy 
the  regiment  as  sikirrnishers  and  feel  the  woods  in  the  direction  which 
it  was  supposed  the  enemy  had  taken.  Having  crossed  a  large  open 
field  for  that  purpose,  I  had  scarcely  entered  the  woods  when  the  fire 
of  his  skirmishers  was  opened  upon  me.  This  lire  was  very  heavy, 
indicating  a  large  force.  In  a  few  moments  a  batterj  of  artillery, 
situated  in  a  field  beyond,  also  opened  its  fire,  discharging  shrapnel, 
grape  and  canister.  Notwithstanding  this  heavy  fire,  the  regiment 
steadily  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  before  it,  until,  emerging  into 
xhe  field  already  indicated,  he  was  discovered  in  considerable  force, 
and  for  a  time  his  fire  on  my  left  was  very  severe.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  withdre»v  the  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  shelter  of  the 
woods.  In  a  short  time  this  force  of  the  enemy  continued  its  retreat, 
and,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  continued  the  advance  of  my  line. 
Proceeding  through  the  woods,  capturing  on  the  way  a  number  of 
prisoners,  at  the  distance  of,  perhaps,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
point  already  indicated,  I  again  discovered  the  enemy  in  large  force, 
with  several  pieces  of  artillery,  in  a  field  of  considerable  magnitude. 
The  mam  body  of  our  troops  having  reached  the  ground,  I  was  ordered 
to  move  my  regiment  further  to  the  left,  still  keeping  them  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  so  that  I  did  not  participate  further  in  the  engage- 
ment which  ensued. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  this  regiment,  in  its  position  in  the 
brigade,  was  ordered  forward  in  line  of  battle,  in  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy's  position  at  Malvern  Hill.  We  advanced,  under  a  very  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  in  the  direction  of  his  batteries,  over  a 
clear  open  space  of  gr^at  extent.  This  fire  being  very  destructive, 
and  the  advance  being  deemed  impracticable  from  that  point  of  at- 
tack, the  Colonel  commanding  ordered  the  recall  of  the  brigade,  with 
a  view  to  its  reformation  and  a  change  in  the  direction  of  attack.  In 
consequence  of  the  noise  and  great  confusion  of  the  battle-field,  it 
was  impossible  to  convey  the  order  effectually  to  the  brigade,  and  in 
falling  back  much  disorder  occurred. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command  behaved  on  both  occasions  with  the  utmost  coolness  and 
gallantry,  and,  while  there  scarcely  existed  occasion  for  comparison 
in  reference  to  individual  cases   of  prowess,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
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making  honorable  mention  of  the  names  of  Sergeant  N.  J.  Garrett, 
of  company  M,  Corporal  J.  0.  Camp,  of  company  11,  and  private  W. 
L.  Morehead.  of  company  G. 

I  subjoin  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  on  both  of  these 
occasions : 

Officers — Killed  :  None.     Wounded  :  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Williams, 

very   dangerously  ;  Lieutenant  J.    D.    Anthony,  painfully ;  Captain 

H.  C.  Cannon,   not    seriously  ;    Captain    Tomlinson    Fort,   slightly  ; 

Lieutenant  G.  A.  Rutherford,  Lieutenant  Pierce  Horner,  slightly. 

E'Tiiisted  Men — Killed.  4;  wounded,  38,  2  since  died;  missing,  15. 

Verv  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  J.  MAGILL, 

Colonel  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LUFFMAN. 

Headq'rs  Eleventh  Regiment  Georgia  Vols.,  ) 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  12,  1862.       ) 

Oolonel  George  T  Anderson, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  A.  P.  : 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  general  orders  No. ,  I  have  the  honor  to 

aiake  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment,  in  pur- 
suing the  enemy  in  his  impetuous  flight  from  the  Chickahominy,  in 
front  of  Richmond,  to  his  present  bivouac  on  James  river,  undercover 
of  his  gunboats : 

June  2Gf-h. — Three  men  wounded  on  the  Chickahominy,  near  the 
Garnett  house,  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  from  our  batteries.  June 
'i7th. — Extended  our  picket  post  some  distance  down  the  Chickahominy, 
covering  part  of  the  territory  occupied  in  the  morning  by  the  enemy, 
and  captured  one  prisoner.  June  i28th. — Took  possession  of  the  en- 
emy's camps  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  capturing  eleven  pri  oners. 
At  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  moved  oiFin  pursuit  of  the  retiring  enemy, 
and  overtaking  him  in  less  than  three  miles,  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued 
in  which  we  lost  one  man,  wounded  by  a  spent  shell  from  the  enemy's 
battery.  The  enemy  again  retiring,  our  column  was  halted  for  two 
hours  in  the  enemy's  camps,  and  a  quantity  of  commissary  and  other 
atores,  left  by  the  enemy,  were  taken  possession  of.  At  two  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  occupying  a  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  moved  oflf  in 
line  of  battle  through  the  dense  forest,  and  again  overtook  the  enemy 
east  of  the  York  River  railroad;  but  took  no  part  in  the  hotly  con- 
tested engagement  on  our  right.  At  dark  withdrew,  under  orders, 
smd  fell  back  to  the  railroad,  which  we  reached.  At  one  o'clock,  A.  M., 
we  moved  oflf  to  take  position  on  the  Darbytwon  road,  and  reached 
the  battle  field,  of  the  same  day,  at  two  o'clock,  and  July  Ist,  same 
day,  half-past  three  o'clock,  pu&hed  oflf  in  line  of  battle  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy's  flying  columns.  At  seven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  came  up  with 
the  troops  of  the  heroic  Stonewall  Jackson,  who  quickly  passed  our 
front. 

We  then  retired,  took  another  position,  and  again  commenced  to 
advance  on  the  enemy.  At  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  came  up  with 
the  enemy,  strongly  posted  on  a  high  eminence.  An  attack  was  im- 
mediately ordered  by  General  Magruder,  the  troops  occupying  or 
forming  four  seperate  lines  of  battle,  all  within  range  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  and  subject  to  the  most  galling  and  destructive  fire  of  shot 
and  shell.  Our  brigade,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Colonel  George 
F.  Henderson,  was  ordered  to  form  the  third  line  of  battle,  in  support 
of  General  Cobb's  brigade,  which  formed  the  second.  My  regiment 
was  thrown  out  on  the  field  on  the  right  flank  of  the  brigade,  and  was 
supported  by  the  learned  and  gallant  Colonel  H.  L.  Benning,  of  Gen- 
eral Toombs'  brigade,  which  formed  the  fourth  line  of  battle.  We  re- 
mained under  the  severe  and  well  directed  fire  of  the  enemy  from 
five  to  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.     Our  casualties  here  were  considerable. 


Wounded:  Adjutant  John  F.  Green,  severely  in  the  shoulder;  Lieu- 
tenant M.  Gudger,  (company  D,)  in  the  hand ;  Lieutenant  H.  L.  Par- 
rish,  (company  E,)  in  the  side  ;  six  men  killed  dead  on  the  field  and 
fifty  wounded,  most  of  whom  very  severely.  Missing,  sixteen,  some 
of  whom  have  not  been  heard  from.  Total — killed,  6 ;  wounded,  57  , 
missing,  16. — 79. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedint  servant. 

WILLIAM  LUFFMAN, 
lAeut.  Colonel,  commanding  Eleventh  Regiment  Georgia  Vols, 


REPORT  OF  FOURTH  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Richmond  Va.,  July  11,  1862. 


Captain  O'Brien,  A.  A.  G.  : 

The  diiFerent  roads  over  which  the  regiment  traveled,  in  going  to 
the  battle  field  on  the  27th  June,  and  every  day  thereafter,  inclusive 
of  the  battle  of  the  Ist  July,  prevented  me  from  giving,  by  proper 
directions,  the  different  positions  of,  and  routes  taken  by,  the  regiment 
in  its  march  to  the  several  engagements  I  beg  leave,  however,  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  regiment  in  the 
actions  of  the  27th  June  and  Ist  July  : 

About  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  marched 
at  very  quick  time,  on  the  road,  until  it  came  to  about  two  miles  of 
where  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  or  Cold  Harbor,  was  raging.  Here 
the  men  threw  off  their  blankets  and  marched  at  double-quick,  when 
a  halt  was  ordered  by  General  Winder,  near  a  house  which,  I  believe., 
is  called  Cold  Harbor  Tavern.  At  this  point  the  General  put  the 
brigade  in  line  of  battle  and  said  to  them,  "Prepare  for  a  charge." 
The  line  being  formed,  the  right  of  the  fourth  resting  on  the  left  of 
the  twenty-seventh,  we  remained  here  for  a  short  time,  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  guns,  whose  shell  did  not  prove  destructive,  though 
within  range  About  half-past  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  brigade  moved 
forwa/d  in  line  of  battle,  passing  through  swamps  and  woods, 
for  a/iout  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  where  an  open  field  was  reached  ;  but 
frov^i  some  cause  or  other,  the  second  and  fifth  became  detached  on  the 
le/t,  and  twenty- seventh  and  thirty-third  on  the  right.  I  marched 
f/rward  until  I  came  up  to  General  Lawton's  brigade,  which  was 
Beeraingly  at  a  rost. 

At  this  moment  you  directed  me  to  change  my  front  and  form  on 
the  Hampton  legion,  which  I  did.  This  brought  me  directly  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  battery,  (which  the  brigade  had  been  ordered  to  take.) 
By  this  time  the  twenty-seventh  resumed  its  position  on  ray  right. 
And  now  the  brigade,  with  all  the  regiments,  continued  to  charge  the 
enem_y's  battery.     It  was   getting  late — twilight,  perhaps — when  the 

brigade,  reunited,  moved   forward  ;    but  upon  arriving  at  about 

yards  of  the  battery  it  retired. 

After  being  satisfied  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  position, 
the  General  aboutfaced  the  brigade,  marched  about  one  hundred 
yards,  and  rested  for  the  night.  I  threw  out  a  picket  in  front  of  my 
regiment  for  the  night. 

It  was  in  this  charge,  that  Dr.  Joseph  Crockett,  assistant  surgeon, 
and  private  James  Perfater  (company  L,)  were  mortally  wounded ; 
privates  James  R.  Richardson  (company  B,)  James  Bedell,  (company 
A,)  were  wounded. 

I  beg  to  say  that  in  the  charge  the  regiment  did  most  handsomely, 
preserving  the  alignment  while  charging ;  and  the  men  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  effort  to  get  the  battery.  >* 
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The  casualties  were  as  follows  : 

Or.  Joseph  Crockett,  assistant  surgeon,  raortallj  wounded 
Company  A— Private  Jrsmes  A.  Bevell,  wounded. 
Company  B— Private  James  R    Richardson,  wounded. 
Company  L— Private  Javncs  Perfater,  mortally  wounded. 
1  must  he  pardoned  for  saying  that  the  men  and  oflicers  of  my  reffi- 
rnent  were  very  much  pleased  at  the  han.lsome  and  splendid  style  in 
which  the  brigade  was  led  into  action  by  the  (xoneral  comraandincr 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  27tli,  I  threw  out  some  men  to  relTeve 
the  pickets  I  had  put  out  the  night  before  ;  they  brought  in  several 
prisoners.     It  was  some    three  or   four  of  these    fresh  ^ men  who  ar- 

rested  Brigadier  (.eneral    P.eynolds  and   Captain  ,  his  Assistant 

Adjutant  (.reneral.  The  regiment  remained  here  until  Sunday  morn- 
ing  when  It,  with  the  brigade,  marched  to  the  budge  across  the 
l^hickahominy,  where  it  remained  inactive  uniil  nearly  night,  and  then 
returned  to  the  ground  occupied  in  the  morning. 

On  Monday,  the  3l>th,  the  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  march  and 
proceeded  to  a  point  at  or  near  White  Oak  Swamp,  where  it  remained 
for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,    1st  July,  marched   down  road,  halted  near  a 

church      While  here   the  enemy,  who  occupied  a  strong  position  on 
Malvern  Hill,  opened  fire  upon  the  advance  of  our  army,  whereupon 
an  artillery  duel  ensued  between  ours,  and  the  enemy's  battery.    The 
brigade  was  here  to  seek  cover  in  the  woods,  where  it  remained  until 
quite  late  in  the  evening.     My  regiment  did  not  suffer  frOra  the  shells 
thrown  by  the  enemy,  though  some  casualties  occuired  in  the  brigade. 
Late  in  the  evening,  the  infantry  became  engaged,  and  my  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  marched  to  the  scene  of  action.     I  received  no  or- 
ders, hut  followed  the  twenty-seventh  regiment,  which  was  my  position 
on  the  march.     The  twenty-seventh  double  quicked  through  the  woods; 
1  followed,  passing  out  of  the  woods  into  an  open  field.   We  were  exposed 
to  a  tremendous  and  furious  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery.    I  continued 
to  move  the  regiment  at  double-quick,  in  order  to  secure  the  woods  some 
two  hundred  yards  in  advance,  where  I  intended  to  close  this  regiment 
up,  as  coming  so  rapidly   through   the  first  woods,  the  files  became 
widely  separated,  but  all  entered  the  field  and  were  striving  to  close 
up.  though  the  shells  were  bursting  all  around,  and  in  grat  rapidity. 
But  when  the  first  company  reached  the  woods.  Colonel  Grigsby, 
I  believe,  or  it  may  have  been  some  one  else,  commanded,  "Left  into 
line."     I  commanded,  ''Halt,-' and  did  all  I  could  to   step  the  regi- 
ment, in  order  to  close  it  up  ;  but  it  was  getting  late  and  the  cheering 
of  the  men  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  arrest  the  movement.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Garner   and  Major  Terry,   did   all   in  their  power  to 
bring  the  regiment  together  ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  was   not  accom- 
plished.    It  was  here  that   Lieutenant  Colonel  Garner's  horse   wag 
shot  dead,  falling  upon  him,  and  he  was  unable  to  get  from  under  his 
horse  until  assisted.     Up  to  this   moment,  he  was  doing  all  a  man 
could  do  to  get  the  men  together. 

Major  Terry  acted  well  his  part,  but  exposing  himself  all  the  time 
in  his  effort  to  get  the  regiment  in  order.     I  left  him  in  the  field  and 
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jrode  in  with  that  portion  of  the  regiment  who  had  entered  the  woods. 
But  in  the  meantiiiic,  it  had  grown  quite  dark,  and  it  was  difficult,  iu 
ft  wood  80  dense,  to   keep  even  the   advance  portion  of  the  regiment 

together.     Passing  through  this  wood,  I  reached  the road,  with 

only  a  part  of  the  regiment.  In  a  word,  the  regiment  unfdrtvi- 
nately  became  separated,  and  owing  altogether  to  the  fact  that  the 
command  above  referred  to  was  given  bv  some  one.  But  for  this,  I 
would  have  secured  a  new  formation  of  the  regiment,  and  taken  it 
altogether  into  action.  But  as  it  was,  some  were  on  the  left  and 
others  on  the  right  of  other  troops.  Men  and  officers,  as  far  as  I 
could  discover,  acted  very  well  in  the  engagement. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows  : 

C'Jtnpnny  A  — Killed  :  Private  James  Henley.  VV^ounded  ;  Pri- 
vates Jijmes  G.  Tate,  in  leg;  11.  Snodgrass,  in  arm;  H.  R.  Ool- 
therc3,  in  head;   A.  J.  Pierce,  in  left  shoulder. 

Company  B — Killed  .  Private  Jnmes  T.  Sanders,  Wounded:  Cor- 
poral Geo    W.  Gross,  in  thigh;   Private  Dmiel  Munick,  in  mouth. 

Compaiuj  C. — Kilhd  :  Private  George  Snuffer.  Wounded:  Privateji 
John  Newby,  James  M.  Sloan. 

Company  D — Wounded:  Privates  S.  E.  James,  Wm.  ITjobarger, 
James  Duncan,  Isaac  Broun,  A.  0.  Saunders. 

Compamj  G. — Killed  :  First  Lieutenant  Robert  C.  Taylor.  Wounded: 
Sergeant  E.  Mclngles,  privates  Wm.  Duarty,  John  Craig,  J.  H. 
Kropff,  E.  D    Cradock. 

Company  H. — KilKd  :  Sergeant  Samuel  G.  Rapp.  Wounded:  Pri- 
Tates  J.  A,  Leech.  John  0.  I^cwis,  James  F.  Reynolds. 

Company  L. — Wounded:  Sergeants  Samuel  J.  Sleper,  John  H. 
Kepps,  Corporal  Henry  D.  Price,  private  Joel  R.  Cook.  Killid  :  Pri- 
vate Samuel  G.  Sites. 

Recapitulation  of  Casualties,  June  27th. 

Wounded — Commissioned  Officers,  (Ass't  Surg'n)      -  f 

"  Privates,  -         -         -         -         _      .         3 

Aggregate, 4 

Recapitulation  of  Cajjualties,  Julv  1st. 

Killed-— Commissioned  OfJicers,         .         .         -         _  i 

"         Non-commissioned  OflScers,           .         .         >  f 

Wounded —             **                   **--..  5 

Killed — Privates,             -           .          .        >         _         .  5 

Wounded —  **         -         -           _         ,       _         .         -  liu 
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Casualties  in  all,  thirty-six. 

Reepectfully  submitted,  W.  L., 

Colonel  Aih  Regiment  Viiginia  VolunUtrs. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CARMICHAEL. 

Seventh  Regiment  Georgia  Voluntefrs,-  ) 

July,  1862.      } 

Charles  C.  Hardwick, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  brave  and  heroic  conduct  of 
Sergeant  T.  A.  Adderhold,  of  company  I,  seventh  regiment  Georgia 
volunteers,  who,  after  the  colors  had  been  twice  shot  down,  sprang 
forward,  and,  grasping  the  staff  amid  a  storm  of  grape  and  canister, 
shouted  to  his  comrades  to  rally  around  their  common  standard,  and 
did  not  quit  the  colors  till  h<^  had  received  a  frightful  wound  and  was 
obliged  to  turn  them  over  to  one  more  fortunate. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  H.  CARMICHAEL, 
Captain  commanding  regiment. 
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